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Saturday, November 4, 2000 8:00 PM
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San Francisco Opera Premiere
This production is made possible, in part, by the Bernard Osher Endowment Fund.

Opera in three acts by GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL
(Edition by Anthony Lewis and Charles Mackerras,
by arrangement with Oxford University Press)

Libretto by WILLIAM CONGREVE after Ovid’s Metamorphoses

Semele

(in English)

Conductor CAST
Charles Mackerras (in order of appearance)
William Lacey (11/10, 15, 25)
Stage Director
John Copley High priest of funo John Amest
Set Designer .
MierieyiBasdor Cadmus, King of Thebes John Relyea
Costume Designer Athamas, prince of Boeotia Brian Asawa
Laziintialoar Semele, daughter of Cadmus Ruth Ann Swenson
Lighting Designer
Thomas J. Munn Ino, daughter of Cadmus Sarah Connolly*
Chorus Director Juno, Fupiter’s queen Sarah Connolly
Ian Robertson

Iris, funo’s attendant messenger Christine Brandes*
Choreographer
Lawrence Pech Fupiter, king of the gods John Mark Ainsley
Musical Preparation Sommnus, god of slee hn Relyea
John Cliggeiviell gpdeg e Job Rely
Joyce Fieldsend Apollo, god of the sun Todd Geert
John Parr
Ernest Fredric Knell
William Lacey ' .
Sara Jobin Priests and augurs, zephyrs, nymphs and swains, attendants
Svetlana Gorzhevsksya o ia Bolies
Prompter )
Sara Jobin *San Francisco Opera debut 12000 Adler Fellow
Assistant Stage Directors Supertitles are taken from the original libretto.
Roy Rallo _ e
Kristine McIntyre PLACE AND TIME: Thebes, in mythological times
Stage Manager
Jerry Sherk ACT 1 The temple of Juno

INTERMISSION
Produced in association ACT I Scene 1 A pleasant country
with The Royal Opera House, . 3
Scene 2 An apartment in Semele’s palace
Covent Garden
INTERMISSION

First performance (concert): ACT III The cave of Somnus
London, Covent Garden,
February 10, 1744
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 AT 7:30
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 AT 8:00
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 AT 8:00
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 AT 8:00
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 AT 7:30
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 2:00 Latecomners will not be seated during the pevformance after the lights bave dimmed.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 AT 8:00 The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 AT 2:00 The performance will last approximately three hours.
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