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This presentation of La Favorite is made possible, in part, 
by the generous support of Mrs. Gorham B. Knowles. 

New Production 

Opera in four acts by GAETANO DONIZETTI 

Text by ALPHONSE ROYER and GUSTAVE VAEZ, with additions by EUGENE SCRIBE 
Critical edition by Rebecca Harris-Warrick 

(Materials furnished by Casa Ricordi-BMG Ricardi S.p.A., Milan, with the contribution and cooperation 
of the Comune di Bergamo; Hendon Music, Inc., a Boosey & Hawkes company, sole agent in the U.S.A.) 

Conductor 
Marco Armiliato 

Production 
Colin Graham 

Set Designer 
John Coyne 

Costume Designer 
Jane Greenwood 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Choreographer 
Lawrence Pech 

Musical Preparation 
Adelle Eslinger 
John Churchwell 
Jonathan Khuner 
Ernest Fredric Knell 
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Supertitles 
Philip Kuttner 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Sandra Bernhard 
Brad Dalton 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

Scenery constructed in San Francisco 
Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by San Francisco 
Opera Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Paris, December 2, 1840 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
September 7, 1973 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 AT 8:00 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 AT 8:00 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5 AT 8:00 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 AT 2:00 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13 AT 7:30 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 AT 8:00 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA 1999/2000 SEASON 

La Favorite 
(in French) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Balthazar, abbot of a monastery and 
representative of the Pope 

Fernand, a novice 

Ines, confidante to Leonor 

Leonor de Guzman, mistress to Alphonse 

Alphonse XI, King of Castile 

Don Gaspar, the king� minister 

A knight 

Kevin J. Langan 

Marcello Giordani 

Tammy J enkinst 

Sonia Ganassi* 

Vladimir Chernov 

Todd Geer*t 

Richard Walker 

Monks, ladies-in-waiting, courtiers 

Solo Dancers 
The Shepherdess Cynthia Drayer 

The Queen Summer Lee Rhatigan 
The Soldier Michael Kruzich 

The King Danny Furlong 

Corps de ballet 

*San Francisco Opera debut tl 999-2000 Adler Fellow 

The opening performance of La Favorite is dedicated to 
the memory of Alfredo Kraus, 192 7-1999 

ACT I 

ACT II 
ACT III 

PLACE AND TIME: Spain, about 1340 

Scene 1 The monastery of St.James of Compostela 
Scene 2 The island of St. Leon 

INTERMISSION 

The gardens of the Alcazar palace 
The great hall of the palace 

INTERMISSION 

ACT IV The monas�ery 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours and fifteen minutes. 

P E R F O R M I N G A R T S 23 
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