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Opera in a prologue and three acts by BENJAMIN BRITTE 

Libretto by MONTAGU SLATER 

After The Borough, a poem by GEORGE CRABBE

(By arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., publisher and copyright owner.) 

Conductor Peter Grimes 
Donald Runnicles 

Stage Director
John Copley 

Associate Stage Director
Herbert Kellner* 

Set Designer
Carl Toms 

Costume Designer
Tanya Moiseiwitsch 

Lighting Designer
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director
Ian Robertson 

Musical Preparation
Joyce Fieldsend 
Adelle Eslinger 
William Lacey 
Kathleen Kelly 
Susan Webb 
Peter Grunberg 
Ernest Fredric Knell 

Prompter
Kathleen Kelly 

Assistant Stage Directors
Brad Dalton 
Roy Rallo 

Stage Manager
Theresa Ganley 

Production originally co-owned 
with Chicago Lyric Opera 

Scenery constructed in 
San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes courtesy of the 
Metropolitan Opera Association 

First performance: 
London,June 7, 1945 

First San Francisco Opera 
performance: October 27, 1973 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 AT 7:30

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 AT 2 :00 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 AT 7:30

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 AT 8:00 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 8:00 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 AT 8:00 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 AT 2:00 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA 1998/1999 SEASON 

(in English) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Hobson, a carrier
Swallow, a lawyer

Peter Grimes, a fisherman
Mrs. Sedley, a widow

Ellen Orford, a widow and schoolmistress
First fisherman

Auntie, landlady of "The Boar"
Bob Boles, a fisherman and Methodist

Captain Ba/strode, retired merchant skipper
Second fisherman
Third fisherman

Reverend Horace Adams, the rector
FirSt niece }main attractions of "The Boar"Second niece 

Ned Keene, apothecary and quack
Boy (J-ohn), Grimes's apprentice

Dr. Crabbe
A lawyer

A fishenvoman
Men of the Borough

John Relyea 

Stafford Dean 

Thomas Moser* 

Catherine Cook 

Deborah Riedel 

William Pickersgill 

Claire Powell 

Matthew Lord 

Alan Held 

Jere Torkelsen 

Frederick Matthews 

Gary Rideout 

Tammy J enkinst 
Peggy Kriha Dye 

Theodore Baerg 

Thomas Buran 
Michael Bannett (11/22; 12/5, 11) 

Paul Ricks 

Richard Walker 

Sally Mouzon 

William Pickersgill 
Frederick Matthews 
Richard Walker 
Valery Portnov 
Daniel Harper 
David Kekuewa 

Offstage voice Virginia Pluth 

Townspeople and fisheifolk
*San Francisco Opera debut t1998-99 Adler Fellow 

Supertitles are taken from the original libretto. 

PLACE AND TIME: 
The Borough, a fishing village on the East coast of England; 183 0 

PROLOGUE 
ACT I 

ACT II 

ACT III 

A room inside Moot Hall 
Scene 1 The Borough beach and street 
Scene 2 Inside "The Boar" inn 

INTERMISSIO 

Scene 1 
Scene 2 

The beach and street, some weeks later 
Grimes's hut 

INTERMISSION 

Scene 1 
Scene 2 

The beach and street, a few days later 
The same, some hours later 

Latecomers will not be seated during the peiformance after the lights have dimmed.
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.

The peiformance will last approximately three hours and fifteen minutes.

P E R F O R M I N G A R T S 25 
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