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San Francisco Opera's 1999 Ring Festival is made possible, in part, by the support of the 
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation, and Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson, Jr. 

Additional major support is provided by the Chevron Corporation, 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis, Mr. & Mrs. Charlton H. Buckley, Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills ID, 

Mrs. Paul L. Wattis, and two anonymous friends of San Francisco Opera. 

Music drama in three acts and a prologue by RICHARD WAGNER 

Text by the composer 

Conductor 
GOtterdammerung 

(in German) Donald Runnicles 
Michael Boder (6/29) Der Ring des Nibelungen - Part ill
Original Production by 
Nikolaus Lehnhoff 

Stage Director 
Andrei Serban 

Original Production Designs by 
John Conklin 

Revised Set Designs by 
John Coyne 

Revised Costume Designs by 
Bob Ringwood 

Lighting Designer and Special Effects 
Thomas J. Munn 

Projections 
Ron Scherl, Tom Janus 

Sound Designer 
Roger Gans 
Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 
Musical Preparation 
Eric Weimer 
Adelle Eslinger 
Marilyn Barnett 
Robert Morrison 
Susan Webb 
Peter Grunberg 
Ernest Fredric Knell 
Jonathan Khuner 
William Lacey 
Philip Eisenberg 
Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Supertitles 
Jerry Sherk 
Francesca Zambello 
Assistant Stage Directors 
Laurie Henley 
Paula Williams 
Kristine McIntyre 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

Scenery constructed in San Francisco 
Opera Scenic Studios 
Costumes executed by San Francisco 
Opera Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Bayreuth, August 17, 187 6 
First San Francisco Opera 
performance: November 9, 1935 

WEDNESDAY,JUNE 16 AT 6:30 
THURSDAY,JUNE 24AT 6:30 
TUESDAY,JUNE 29 AT 6:30 
SATURDAY, JULY 3 AT 3 :00 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA 1999 RING FESTIVAL 

CAST 
(in order of appearance) 

First Norn Elena Zaremba 

Second Norn Catherine Cook 

Third Norn Kristine Ciesinski 

Briinnhilde Jane Eaglen 
F ranees Ginzer ( 6/2 9) 

Siegfried Wolfgang Schmidt 
George Gray (6/29) 

Gunther Alan Held 
David Okerlund (6/24) 

Hagen Eric Halfvarson 

Gutrune Kristine Ciesinski 

Waltraute Marjana Lipovsek 
Elizabeth Bishop ( 6/2 9) 

Alberich Tom Fox 
Peter Sidhom (6/29) 

Woglinde Suzanne Ramo 

Wellgunde Elizabeth Bishop 

Flosshilde Elena Bocharovat 

Vassals, workers, officers, courtiers, guards, huntsmen, servants 

t1999-2000 Adler Fellow 

San Francisco Opera's 1999 Ring Festival is dedicated to the memory of the 
late Terence A. McEwen, Company general director from 1982 to 1988. 

PROLOGUE Part 1 A distant field 

ACT I 

ACT II 

ACT ID 

Part 2 A remote mountaintop 
Scene 1 The hall of the Gibichungs 
Scene 2 A remote mountaintop 
INTERMISSION 

Outside the hall of the Gibichungs 
INTERMISSION 

Scene 1 A rocky slope on the banks of the Rhine 
Scene 2 Outside the hall of the Gibichungs 

Latecomers will not be seated during the peiforrnance after the lights have dimmed. 
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The peiforrnance will last approximately five and one-half hours. 

PERFORMING ARTS 21 
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