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New Production 

This production is sponsored, in part,· by Lexus, and an anonymous donor in memory of Billy McCarty. 

Conductor 
David Robertson 

Production 
Mark Lamos 

Set Designer 
Michael Yeargan 

Costume Designer 
Constance Hoffman* 

Lighting Designer 
Pat Collins* 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Musical Preparation 
Bryndon Hassman 
Kristin Roach* 
Peter Grunberg 
Ernest Fredric Knell 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Supertitles 
Jerry Sherk 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Brad Dalton 
Zoe Pappas 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

Scenery constructed in 
San Francisco Opera 
Scenic Stu,dios 

Costumes executed by 
San Francisco Opera 
Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Venice, March 11, 1851 

First San Francisco Opera 
performance: October 8, 1923 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 AT 8:00 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 AT 8:00 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 AT 2:00 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 8:00 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 AT 7:30

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 AT 1:00

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7 AT 8:00 

1997-98 Season 

Opera in three acts by GIUSEPPE VERDI 
Libretto by FRANCESCO MARIA PIA VE 

After the play Le Roi s' amuse by VICTOR HUGO 

Rigoletto 
(in Italian) 

CAST 
(in order of appearance) 

The Duke of Mantua C arlo Scibelli 
Tito Beltran (10/1, 5, 7) 

Borsa Stuart Skelton t 

Countess Ceprano Alison Buchanan t 

Count Ceprano Jay Baylon* 

Rigoletto Paolo Gavanelli 

Marullo JohnAutryt 

Monterone Scott Wilde 

Sparafucile Anatoli Kotcherga** 

Gilda Ruth Ann Swenson 

Giovanna Josepha Gayer* 

A page Laura Decher 

An usher Mel Ulricht 

Maddalena Elena Zaremba 

Courtiers, nobles, guards 

**United States opera debut *San Francisco Opera debut t1997-98 Adler Fellow 

TIME AND PLACE: 16th century; Mantua and vicinity 

ACT I 
Scene 1 The Duke's palace 

Scene 2 A street 

INTERMISSION 

ACT II 
A room in the ducal palace 

INTERMISSION 

ACT III 
Sparafucile' s inn 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours. 
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