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New Production 

This production is sponsored, in part, by a generous gift from Mr. and Mrs. Reid W. Dennis. 

Lyric drama in five acts by CLAUDE DEBUSSY 
Text by MAURICE MAETERLINCK 

Pelleas et Melisande 

Conductor 
Donald Runnicles 

Production 
Colin Graham 

Designer 
Thierry Bosquet 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Musical Preparation 
Adelle Eslinger 
Bryndon Hassman 
Joyce Fieldsend 
Susan Webb 
Ernest Fredric Knell 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Supertitles 
Christopher Bergen 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Sandra Bernhard 
Roy Rallo 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

Scenery constructed in San 
Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by San 
Francisco Opera Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Paris, April 30, 1902 

First San Francisco Opera 
performance: October 19, 1938 

(in French) 

CAST 
(in order of appearance) 

Golaud, grandson of Arkel 

Melisande 

Genevieve, mother of Pelleas and Golaud 

Arkel, King of Allemande 

Pelleas, grandson of Arkel 

Yniold, Golaud's son from a previous marriage 

The voice of a shepherd 

A doctor 

Willard White 

Frederica von Stade 

Na dine Denize 

Robert Lloyd 

Simon Keenlyside 

Michael Denos* 

Mel Ulricht 

John Relyeat 

Servants, beggars 

*San Francisco Opera debut t1997-98 Adler Fellow

TIME AND PLACE: The legendary kingdom of Allemonde 

ACT I Scene 1 The forest 

Scene 2 The palace 

Scene 3 Outside the palace 

ACT II Scene 1 A well in the park 

Scene 2 Golaud's bedroom 

Scene 3 Outside a cave 

ACT III Scene 1 A tower of the palace 

Scene 2 The palace vaults 

Scene 3 The seashore 

Scene 4 The tower 

INTERMISSION 

ACT IV Scene 1 

Scene 2 

A room in the palace 

The well 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 AT 2:00 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 AT 8:00 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14 AT 8:00 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 AT 8:00 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 AT 1:00 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 AT 8:00 
W EDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 AT 7:30 

ACT V Melisande's bedroom 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment 
is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours and ten minutes. 
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