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San Francisco Opera Premiere 
New Production 

This production is made possible by a generous grant from the Carol Franc Buck Foundation. 

Opera in five acts by AMBROISE THOMAS 
Libretto by MICHEL CARRE and JULES BARBIER, after Shakespeare's play 

Conductor 
Yves Abel* 

Production 
Colin Graham 

Set Designer 
Gerard Howland 

Costume Designer 
Robert Perdziola 

Lighting Designer 
Peter Kaczorowski* 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Musical Preparation 
Joyce Field send 
Philip Eisenberg 
Adelle Eslinger 
Peter Grunberg 
Jonathan Khuner 
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya 

Supertitles 
Colin Graham 

Assistant Stage Director 
Sandra Bernhard 

Stage Manager 
Theresa Ganley 

Movement Assistant 
Victoria Morgan 

Fight Consultant 
Larry Henderson 

Scenery constructed in 
San Francisco Opera 
Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by 
San Francisco Opera 
Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Paris, March 9, 1868 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 AT 7:30 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 7:30 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 AT 7:30 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 AT 7:30 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 1:30 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 AT 7:30 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 AT 7:30 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 AT 1:30 

1995 Season 

Hamlet 
(In French) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Claudius, King of Denmark 

Queen Gertrude 

Hamlet, son of the former King of Denmark 
and Queen Gertrude 

Ophelie, daughter of Polonius 

Laerte, her brother 

Horatio 

Marcellus 

The Ghost of Hamlet's father 

Polonius, Court Chamberlain 

First Gravedigger 

Second Gravedigger 

Robert Lloyd 

Judith Forst 

Thomas Hampson 

Ruth Ann Swenson 

Benoit Boutet 
Daniel Hendrick (9 / 14, 19, 29) 

John Autryt 

Stuart Skelton *t 

Kevin J. Langan 

John Relyeat 

Bojan Knezevic 

Daniel Harper 

Courtiers, pages, soldiers, Players, servants, peasants 

Corps de ballet 

*San Francisco Opera debut 
tl 996 Adler Fellow 

ACT I 
Scene 1 The castle in Elsinore, Denmark 

Scene 2 The castle ramparts 
ACT II 

Scene 1 The castle gardens 
Scene 2 The great hall in the castle 

INTERMISSION 

ACT III 
The royal apartments 

ACT IV 
The gardens; the edge of a lake 

ACT V 
The cemetery of Elsinore 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind 
of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours and twenty minutes. 
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