Aida
1996-1997

Saturday, February 8, 1997 8:00 PM
Tuesday, February 11, 1997 8:00 PM
Thursday, February 13, 1997 8:00 PM
Friday, February 14, 1997 8:00 PM
Sunday, February 16, 1997 2:00 PM
Tuesday, February 18, 1997 8:00 PM
Thursday, February 20, 1997 7:30 PM
Friday, February 21, 1997 7:30 PM
Sunday, February 23, 1997 2:00 PM
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New Production

This production is made possible by generous grants from Lexus, The Bernard Osher Foundation

Conductor
Donald Runnicles

Production

Paula Williams
Set Designer
Wolfram Skalicki

Costume Designer
Lawrence Casey

Additional costumes designed by
Thierry Bosquet
Lighting Designer
Thomas ]. Munn

Sound Designer

Roger Gans

Chorus Director

Ian Robertson
Choreographer

Donald Byrd*

Musical Preparation
Kathleen Kelly

Joyce Fieldsend

Susan Webb

Ernest Fredric Knell
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya

Supertitles
Jerry Sherk
Francesca Zambello

Assistant Stage Directors
Laurie Feldman
Gretchen Mueller

Stage Manager

Jerry Sherk

Scenery constructed in San
Francisco Opera Scenic Studios

Costumes executed by San
Francisco Opera Costume Shop
and by Michael-Jon Costumes,
New York

First performance:
Cairo, December 24, 1871

First San Francisco Opera
performance: October 3, 1925

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 AT 8:00
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 AT 8:00
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 AT 8:00
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT 8:00
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 AT 2:00
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 AT 8:00
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 AT 7:30
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 AT 7:30
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 AT 2:00

199697 Season

and Mr. and Mrs. Gorham B. Knowles.

Opera in three acts by GIUSEPPE VERDI
Libretto by ANTONIO GHISLANZONI

Aida
(in Ttalian)

CAST

(in order of appearance)

Ramfis Francesco Ellero d’Artegna*
Radames Fabio Armiliato
Walter Fraccaro* (2/13, 16, 21)
Amneris Nina Terentieva
Eugenie Grunewald* (2/13, 16, 21)
Aida Michele Crider*
Marquita Lister (2/13, 16, 21)

The King of Egypt Chester Patton
Daniel Sumegi (2/13, 18, 20, 21, 23)
A messenger Stuart Skeltont
A priestess Nicolle Folandt
Alison Buchanant(2/18, 20, 21, 23)
Amonasro  Timothy Noble

Christopher Robertson* (2/13, 20)

Priests, priestesses, soldiers, ministers, officials, Ethiopian prisoners, EQyptian populace
Corps de ballet

*San Francisco Opera debut
11996-97 Adler Fellow

TIME AND PLACE: Epoch of the Pharaohs; Memphis and Thebes

The opening performance of Aida is dedicated to the memory of Ardis Krainik.

ACT1
Scene 1 The King'’s palace at Memphis
Scene 2 The Temple of Ftha

INTERMISSION

ACT I
Scene 1 Amneris’s apartment in the palace, Thebes
Scene 2 A public square in Thebes

INTERMISSION

ACT III
Scene 1 The banks of the Nile, outside the Temple of Isis
Scene 2 The judgment hall
Scene 3 A tomb below the Temple

Supertitles provided by a generous grant from The Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden
The performance will last approximately three and one-half hours.
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