Ruslan and Lyudmila
1995-1996

Saturday, September 9, 1995 7:00 PM
Thursday, September 14, 1995 7:30 PM
Sunday, September 17, 1995 1:30 PM
Tuesday, September 19, 1995 7:30 PM
Friday, September 22, 1995 7:30 PM
Tuesday, September 26, 1995 7:30 PM
Friday, September 29, 1995 7:30 PM
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Conductor
Valery Gergiev
Alexander Titov** (9/26, 29)

Production
Lotfi Mansouri

Original Production Designers
Alexander Golovin
Konstantin Korovin -

Recreated and Realized by
Thierry Bosquet
Lighting Designer
Thomas ]J. Munn

Special Assistant to Mr. Mansouri
Paula Williams

Kirov Opera Consultant
Katia Sirakanian*

Chorus Director

Ian Robertson

Original Choreography by
Michel Fokine

Realized by
Alexander Shavrov**

Assistant to Mr. Shavrov
Tatiana Bessarabova*

Musical Preparation
Susanna Lemberskaya
Valery Ryvkin

Peter Grunberg

Larissa Gergieva
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya
Bryndon Hassman

Prompter
Jonathan Khuner

Assistant Stage Director
Yefim Maizel

Stage Manager
Theresa Ganley

Fight Consultant
Larry Henderson

Ruslan and Lyudmila is a
co-production with the
Kirov Opera, St. Petersburg.

Scenery owned by the Kirov Opera.

Costumes owned by the
Kirov Opera and the
San Francisco Opera.

First performance:
St. Petersburg, December 9, 1842

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 AT 7:00
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 7:30
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 AT 1:30
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 AT 7:30
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 7:30
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 7:30
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 AT 7:30

1995 Season

San Francisco Opera Premiere
This production is made possible, in part, by generous gifts from
Mr. and Mrs. Reid W. Dennis and Mr. and Mrs. John R. Hamilton.

Magic Opera in five acts by MIKHAIL IVANOVICH GLINKA
Based on the poem by ALEXANDER SERGEYEVICH PUSHKIN
Libretto by the composer with K. Bakhturin, A. Shakhovskoi,

V. Shirkov, M. Gedeonov, N. Kukolnik and N. Markevich

Pycmnan n JIroomuiia

Ruslan and Lyudmila (in Russian)

CAST (in order of appearance)

Bayan, a minstrel
Ratmir, Prince of Khazar

Farlaf, a Northern knight

Svetozar, Grand Duke of Kiev

Ruslan, a knight of Kiev, Lyudmila’s fiancé

Lyudmila, Svetozar’s daughter
Finn, a good-hearted wizard
Naina, an evil sorceress

Voice of the Giant Head

Gorislava, Ratmir’s rejected lover

Chernomor, an evil dwarf

Yuri Marusin
Elena Zaremba

Vladimir Ognovenko (9/9, 14, 19, 26, 29)
Gennadi Bezubenkov (9/17, 22)

Gabor Andrasy*

Jeffrey Wells (9/9, 14, 19, 26, 29)
Vladimir Ognovenko (9/17, 22)

Anna Netrebko**
Vladimir Atlantov
Catherine Cook
Gennadi Bezubenkov

Valentina Tsidipova* (9/9, 14, 17, 19, 22)
Zvetelina Vassileva (9/26, 29)

Michael Lee Gogin

Courtiers, knights, servants, guards, commoners, Chernomor’s slaves, nymphs

Ballet soloists (Courtesy of the Kirov Ballet):
Tatiana Bessarabova, Olga Volobueva, Marina Chirkova,
Galina Yablonskaya, Fyodor Lopukhov, Vladimir Ivantzov
Corps de ballet

**U.S. opera debut
*San Francisco Opera debut

TIME AND PLACE: Legendary Kiev

ACTI Svetozar’s palace
INTERMISSION
ACTII  Scenel Finn’s cave
Scene 2 A forest
Scene 3 A deserted battlefield
ACTIII  Scene 1 Naina’s garden
Scene 2 Naina’s castle
INTERMISSION
ACTIV  Scene 1 Chernomor’s garden
Scene 2 Chernomor’s castle
ACTV  Scene 1 An encampment
Scene 2 Svetozar's palace

Supertitles by Christopher Bergen, San Francisco Opera.

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.
The performance will last approximately four hours.
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