Madama Butterfly
(Madame Butterfly) I

1995-1996

Tuesday, October 3, 1995 7:30 PM
Friday, October 6, 1995 8:00 PM
Sunday, October 8§, 1995 2:00 PM
Wednesday, October 11, 1995 7:30 PM
Saturday, October 14, 1995 8:00 PM
Tuesday, October 17, 1995 8:00 PM
Friday, October 20, 1995 8:00 PM
Sunday, October 22, 1995 1:00 PM
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This production is made possible, in part, by a generous gift from the Franklin/Templeton Group of Funds.

Conductor
Donald Runnicles

Stage Director
Sandra Bernhard

Designer
Toni Businger

Lighting Designer
Thomas J. Munn

Chorus Director
[an Robertson

Musical Preparation
Susanna Lemberskaya
Joyce Fieldsend
Kathleen Kelly

Ernest Fredric Knell
Philip Eisenberg

Prompter
Philip Eisenberg

Assistant Stage Director
Yefim Maizel

Stage Manager
Theresa Ganley

Scenery constructed in
San Francisco Opera
Scenic Studios

Costumes executed by
Goldstein Costumes,
San Francisco,

and by Fred Mlejnek

First performance:
Milan, February 17, 1904

First San Francisco Opera
performance: September 26, 1924

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 AT 7:30
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 AT 8:00
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 AT 2:00

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 AT 7:30
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 AT 8:00

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17 AT 8:00
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 AT 8:00
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 AT 1:00

Opera in two acts by GIACOMO PUCCINI
Text by LUIGI ILLICA and GIUSEPPE GIACOSA
Based on the works of John Luther Long and David Belasco

Madama Butterfly

(in Italian)
CAST
(in order of appearance)
Lt. B.F. Pinkerton Richard Leech
Alfredo Portilla+ (10/20, 22)
Goro Dennis Petersen
Suzuki Catherine Keen
Sharpless Victor Ledbetter
Cio-Cio-San, Madama Butterfly Catherine Malfitano*
The Imperial Commissioner Jere Torkelsen
The Official Registrar William Pickersgill
The Bonze Philip Skinner

Prince Yamadori Thomas Barrett*
Cio-Cio-San’s child Cecily Khuner
Kate Pinkerton Nicolle Foland*+

Cio-Cio-San’s relatives and friends

*San Francisco Opera debut
+1995 Adler Fellow

TIME AND PLACE: Early 20th century; Nagasaki

ACTI Ahouse and garden overlooking the Bay of Nagasaki

INTERMISSION

ACTII Butterfly’s house, three years later

Supertitles for Madama Butterfly provided by a generous gift from Pacific Gas & Electric Company.

Supertitles by Jerry Sherk and Francesca Zambello for San Francisco Opera.

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.
The performance will last approximately two hours and forty-five minutes.

Madama Butterfly will have four additional performances on December 2, 4, 9 (mat. and eve.), with different casts.
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