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New Production 

San Francisco Opera Premiere 

This production is made possible by a generous gift from Sun Microsystems, Inc. 

Opera in three acts by GIOACHINO ROSSINI 
Libretto by FRANCESCO MARIA BERIO DI SALSA 

After the tragedy by WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

(By arrangement with Fondazione Rossini, Pesaro, in collaboration with G. Ricardi & C., Milano; 

Hendon Music, Inc., a Boosey & Hawkes company, sole agent in the U.S.A.) 

Conductor 

Patrick Summers 

Production 

Laurie Feldman 

Designer 

Gerard Howland 

Costume Designer 

Zack Brown 

Lighting Designer 

Thomas J. Munn 

Commedia scenarios by 

Fratelli Bologna 

Laurie Feldman 

Chorus Director 

Ian Robertson 

Musical Preparation 

Bryndon Hassman 

Kathleen Kelly 

Prompter 

Jonathan Khuner 

Assistant Stage Directors 

Paula Williams 

Gina Lapinski 

Stage Manager 

Jerry Sherk 

Fight Director 

Michael Cawelti 

Scenery Constructed in 
San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by 
San Francisco Opera Costume Shop 

First performance: 
Naples, December 4, 1816 

Otello 
(in Italian) 

CAST (in order of appearance) 

Otello Chris Merritt 

The Doge Gregory Cross 

Iago Craig Estep 

Rodrigo Bruce Ford* 

Elmira Kevin J. Langan 

Emilia Mika Shigematsut 

Desdemona Cecilia Gasdia 

Gondolier Hong-Shen Li 

Lucio Alfredo Portillat 

The Venetian Court, carnival revelers, Otello's generals 

The Commedia by Fratelli Bologna* 

Desdemona 

Otello 

Elmira 

Rodrigo 

Iago 

Emilia 

William Hall 

John X. Heart 

Letitia Bartlett 

Richard Dupell 

Steven Kearin 

John X. Heart 

* San Francisco Opera debut
t 1994 Adler Fellow 

TIME AND PLACE: Late 16th-century Venice 

A CT I Scene 1 Piazza di San Marco 

ACT II 

ACT III 

Scene 2 
Scene 3 

Desdemona's chamber 
Elmira's palace 

INTERMISSION 

Outside Elmira's palace 

INTERMISSION 

Desdemona's bedroom 

Supertitles by Christopher Bergen, San Francisco Opera 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 AT 8:00 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 AT 2:00 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 AT 7:30 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 AT 8:00 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 AT 8:00 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25 AT 7:30 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 AT 8:00 

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three and one-half hours. 

1994 Season 25 
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