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This production was underwritten by a generous gift from Herman J. Miller and Edward J. Clark.

New Production

San Francisco Opera Premiere

Opera in three acts by GIOACHINO ROSSINI

Libretto by ETIENNE DE JOUY, HIPPOLYTE BIS, and ARMAND MARRAST

After the play Wilhelm Tell by FRIEDRICH VON SCHILLER
(Critical edition by Elizabeth C. Bartlet, Fondazione Rossini Pesaro, in cooperation with G. Ricordi & Co., S.p.A., Milan.)

Guillaume Tell

Conductor
Donald Runnicles

Production
Lotfi Mansouri

Set Designer
Gerard Howland**

Costume Designer
Liz da Costa**

Lighting Designer
Thomas J. Munn

Chorus Director
Ian Robertson

Choreographer
Robert Ray

Assistant to Maestro Runnicles
Patrick Summers

Musical Preparation
Peter Grunberg
Susanna Lemberskaya
Bryndon Hassman
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya
Philip Eisenberg

Prompter
Philip Eisenberg

Assistant Stage Directors
Peter McClintock
Paula Suozzi

Stage Manager
Gretchen Mueller

(in French)

CAST
(in order of appearance)

Ruodi, a fisherman  Jorge Lopez-Yanez
(May 30; June 3)
Craig Estep
(June 6, 11, 14)

Guillaume Tell, Swiss patriot  Timothy Noble
Jemmy, Tell's son  Janet Williams
Hedwige, Tell's wife Sandra Walker
Arnold Melcthal, Swiss patriot ~ Chris Merritt
Melcthal, Arnold's father ~ Dale Travis
Leuthold, a shepherd  Philip Skinner
Rodolphe, captain in Gessler's guard Euro Nava*+
A huntsman  Hector Vasquez+

Mathilde, Princess of the  Carol Vaness
House of Hapsburg

Walter Fiirst, Swiss patriot Jeffrey Wells*

Gessler, Austrian governor of the Swiss  Peter Rose
states of Schwyz and Uri

Knights, hunters, ladies, soldiers, guards
Corps de ballet
**United States opera debut *San Francisco Opera debut +1992 Adler Fellow

TIME AND PLACE: Fourteenth century Switzerland

Scenery constructed in

San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios

Costumes from the
Royal Opera, Covent Garden

ACTI At Biirglen on Lake Lucerne in the
canton of Uri
INTERMISSION
ACTII The heights of Riitli

INTERMISSION

ACT IIl Scene 1:
Scene 2:
Scene 3:

A ruined chapel near Gessler's palace
The main square at Altdorf
At the burned remains of Melcthal's

First performance:
Paris, August 3, 1829

SATURDAY, MAY 30 AT 7:00
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 AT 7:00
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 AT 7:00
THURSDAY, JUNE 11 AT 7:00
SUNDAY, JUNE 14 AT 1:00

A Celebration of Rossini 1992

house
Scene 4:  On the edge of the lake

Supertitles by Christopher Bergen, San Francisco Opera.
Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment
is strictly forbidden.

The performance will last approximately four and one-half hours.
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