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Structure: 2 acts, with one intermission 

Running time: 3 hours, 10 mins 

Language: Sung in Italian with English supertitles 

Key Characters: 

• Figaro, Seville’s barber and resident jack-of-all-trades 

• Count Almaviva, a nobleman in love with Rosina 

• Rosina, the charming ward of Doctor Bartolo 

• Doctor Bartolo, a curmugeonly physician who plans to 
marry Rosina  

The Barber of Seville (Il Barbiere di Siviglia) follows the charismatic 
barber, Figaro, as he helps a pair of young lovers—the Count 
(disguised as Lindoro) and Rosina—to outwit Rosina’s 
overbearing guardian and be together. Comedy generally 
proves less durable than tragedy (what is funny to one 

generation can become dated or even offensive over time), but 
Rossini created a timeless work that is as relatable and funny 
today as when it was introduced in 1816. His inimitable talent for 
melody was firing on all cylinders when he composed the opera 
in just 13 days, resulting in such hit tunes as Figaro’s famous aria 
“Largo al factotum,” Rosina’s “Una voce poco fa,” the Count’s 
pièce de résistance “Cessa di più resistere,” and the comedic trio 
“Zitti, zitti, piano, piano”—any one of which audiences might be 
heard whistling as they leave the theater. 
 

Listen for:   
The style of music sung by each character in the opera reveals 
much about who they are and what they desire. In her entrance 
aria, “Una voce poco fa,” Rosina’s firework coloratura (many notes 
sung on a single syllable) shows her passionate nature and love 
for Lindoro. Bartolo, on the other hand, often sings with rapid-fire 
patter (one note per syllable) betraying his arrogance.

A T  A  G L A N C E

The Barber of Seville 

M U S I C  B Y  G I O A C H I N O  R O S S I N I   •   L I B R E T T O  B Y  C E S A R E  S T E R B I N I

Structure: 1 act, no intermission 

Running time: 1 hour, 45 minutes 

Language: Sung in German with English supertitles 

Key Characters: 

• Elektra, daughter of Agamemnon, who is consumed with 
avenging his death 

• Chrysothemis, Elektra’s sister 

• Klytemnestra, Elektra’s mother, responsible for 
Agamemnon’s murder 

• Orest, Elektra’s brother who is thought to be dead 

 
The ancient Greek tragedy Electra presents a heinous act—the 
murder of King Agamemnon by his wife and her lover Aegisth—
as a crime against family, community, and the gods. Informed by 
contemporary studies of the human unconscious, Strauss and 
Hofmannsthal’s 1909 opera reimagines the story through the 
lens of psychological trauma and the title heroine’s obsession 
with vengeance. Strauss’ score employs pounding rhythms, 

dissonance, and overwhelming sound to convey Elektra’s frayed 
sanity and the building tension of impending violence. 

Director Keith Warner said, “On one hand, Elektra is really 
an amazingly complex, deep piece, and on the other it is an 
almost horror movie kind of thriller. We have decided to set 
the piece in a modern museum where a girl is going through 
and reading about Sophocles’ Electra and Carl Jung’s Electra 
complex. The artifacts and information trigger a series of 
memories in her, and we go back into her story. She must 
confront the truth by confronting the terrible events that 
started this whole chain reaction of murder and mayhem.” 
 

Did you know?  
With nearly 100 instrumental parts, Elektra features one of 
the largest orchestrations of any work in the operatic 
repertoire. When San Francisco Opera first presented the 
opera in 1938, the orchestra pit of the still-new Opera House 
(opened in 1932) was expanded under the stage to 
accommodate all of the musicians. That space is today called 
the “Torpedo Room” for its shape and how it resembles the 
inside of a submarine.

Elektra 

M U S I C  B Y  R I C H A R D  S T R A U S S   •   L I B R E T T O  B Y  H U G O  V O N  H O F M A N N S T H A L
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Welcome to the summer season of San Francisco Opera! The last time this theatre was 
reverberating with opera was November with our world premiere of The Monkey King 
and our new production of Parsifal. It is exciting to propel from that energy into the 
summer and beyond. The company is experiencing thrilling trends: subscriptions are 
increasing, audiences are getting younger and returning more frequently, and we are 
seeing major new philanthropic donor relationships. Since the gold rush, this 
community has been passionate about opera, and that continues unabated!  

Our summer season showcases two great operas: Rossini’s The Barber of Seville and 
Richard Strauss’ Elektra. The Barber of Seville marks the rst time this deliciously crafted 
comedy has been on our stage since 2015, although we did have our ground-breaking 
drive-in version in 2021. Barber returns with two spectacular casts under the baton of 
Benjamin Manis who was with us last season for Carmen, and in Emilio Sagi’s production 
that evokes the sultry energy of Seville, replete with amenco.  

From heartfelt comedy we head into the intensity of Elektra. Eun Sun Kim leads her 
rst Strauss opera with the company and what a Strauss work it is! Its orchestra of 
nearly a hundred players is the largest ensemble of any standard repertory piece, and 
the impact of that is a work of such visceral intensity that you’ll feel right in the vortex of 
the blood-lust world of vengeance of the House of Atreus. Keith Warner’s acclaimed 
production is a “Night at the Museum” interpretation, and we’re excited to have it back 
on our stage.  

And then, on June 26 the Pride Concert returns in a celebration of the LGBTQIA+ 
community, emceed by the incomparable Sapphira Cristál once again, and featuring a 
fabulous trio of soloists.  

Thank you for being a part of this exciting summer of opera, and a part of the San 
Francisco Opera Family. Great things are happening in this theatre and we’re so grateful 
for all you do to make extraordinary art possible in this community.  

 
With warmest wishes,  

W E L C O M E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A

Jack Calhoun 
President 

San Francisco Opera Association

Barbara A. Wolfe 
Chair of the Board 

San Francisco Opera Association

Welcome from Board Summer 2026.qxp_Board letter  5/6/26  12:21 PM  Page 1
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MUSIC SUPERVISION BY NATHAN KOCI
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THE LUNCHBOX
BOOK AND CO-LYRICS BY RITESH BATRA
MUSIC AND CO-LYRICS BY THE LAZOURS
DIRECTED BY RACHEL CHAVKIN
CHOREOGRAPHY BY RESHMA GAJJAR

COMING IN JANUARY 2027

THE INTERESTINGS
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY MEG WOLITZER
BOOK BY MEG WOLITZER & SARAH RUHL
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY SARA BAREILLES
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL ARDEN
MUSIC SUPERVISION BY NADIA DIGIALLONARDO

CHOREOGRAPHY BY RESHMA GAJJAR
MUSIC SUPERVISION BY NATHAN KOCI
A mistaken food delivery in Mumbai 
sparks an exchange of notes 
that blossoms into a relationship 
that might save two lonely souls 
in this adaptation of the acclaimed film.

DIRECTED BY MICHAEL ARDEN
MUSIC SUPERVISION BY NADIA DIGIALLONARDO
A brand-new musical from a visionary creative team, 
based on the New York Times best-selling novel. 
Tickets available as part of a subscription 
beginning April 15, with packages starting as low 
as $119 for all seven shows in the season!

 Tickets at 
berkeleyrep.org

MAY 17–JUN 28

PRESENTS

SARA BAREILLES



CONNECT TO SAN FRANCISCO OPERA after the 
performance! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, 
and TikTok @sfopera for your insider’s look! 

COAT CHECK  

Check your coat at the north and south ends of the  
Main Lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, 
please check large bags at coat check. 

DINING  

Discover unique opera-inspired menus and special dining 
experiences at sfopera.com/dine before your next 
performance. From light bites to elegant meals, the  
Opera House offers options for every taste. 

CAFÉS: Enjoy a variety of sandwiches, snacks, and refreshments. 
Café Express • Lower Level, Open two hours before curtain* 
Dress Circle Lounge • Level 3, South,  
Open one hour before curtain 

RESTAURANTS: Dine pre-show or reserve a table for intermission. 
Prelude at The Opera House • Lower Level: Enjoy a seasonal 
buffet (including brunch) and elevated à la carte dishes. 
North Box Restaurant and Bar • North Mezzanine Level 

Savor California cuisine with global influences, overlooking 
the magnificent main lobby. 

Restaurants open two hours prior to performances.* 
Reservations are strongly recommended.  
Reserve a table online at sfopera.com/dine,  
through OpenTable, by email at 
operahousepreorder@ggcatering.com,  
or by phone at (415) 861-8150.  
*Check sfopera.com/dine to confirm opening times  
for your performance date. 

PRE-ORDER!  
Avoid lines during intermission by pre-ordering beverages and 
snacks with a food and beverage server upon your arrival at 
any point of service. 

FIRST AID STATION  

Our First Aid Station is located on the South Lower Level. In 
case of emergency, please ask the nearest usher to assist you.

 

ACCESSIBILITY  

San Francisco Opera is committed to providing easy access 

for all of our patrons. If you need assistance for a future 

performance, please contact the Opera Box Office prior to 

your visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

 

FOR PATRONS USING WHEELCHAIRS: San Francisco Opera 

offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of prices. All 

entrances at the War Memorial Opera House are wheelchair 

accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in restrooms can be 

found on all floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 

Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are located on 

all floors except the Balcony Level. We are unable to provide 

patrons a wheelchair or personal assistance. If you arrive with 

a caregiver, they will be granted unseated entry to assist you 

and invited to wait in the lobby until the performance 

concludes.

Your Guide to San Francisco Opera  
at the War Memorial Opera House 

 
W E L C O M E !  W E ’ R E  S O  P L E A S E D  Y O U ’ R E  H E R E .  

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E .   
H E L P  U S  M A K E  S U R E  E V E R Y O N E   

H A S  A  W O N D E R F U L  E X P E R I E N C E !  

• Turn off all electronic devices during the performance, 

including digital watches and cell phones. We ask this 

out of respect for the artists and everyone in the theater 

enjoying a live, in-the-moment experience. 

• Take photos before or after the performance, during 

intermission, and during the bows. Leave cameras and 

recording devices off during performances.  

• Enjoy food and drinks purchased onsite pre-show and 

during intermission, before entering the theater. You may 

bring purchased drinks into the theater, but please be 

mindful of your fellow patrons. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have fragrance 

allergies, please avoid wearing perfume or cologne. 

• Get to know and enjoy this wonderful community of 

opera lovers. Say hello to one another pre-show, at 

intermission, or leaving the theater. 

The Opera reserves the right to remove any patron creating a disturbance. 
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LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 

Visit the North Lobby coat check for large-print versions. 
 

LISTENING DEVICES  

Assistive listening devices are available at the North Lobby 

coat check. ID deposit required. 
 

LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 

Headsets that provide a spoken version of the supertitles are 

available at the North Lobby coat check. 
 

OPERA GLASSES  

See the action up close and rent a pair of opera glasses for $5 at the 

North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested. Credit card only. 
 

LOST AND FOUND  

Items may be turned in or claimed at the North coat check 

during the performance. All unclaimed items are delivered  

to the War Memorial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van Ness 

Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday). 
 

RESTROOMS 

Restrooms are located on all levels of the Opera House 

except on the Orchestra Level (Main Lobby). 

 

WALKING GROUPS 

Civic Center Ambassadors lead walking groups to BART  

and the Civic Center & UC Law SF garages after evening 

performances. They will be holding signs on the Opera House 

steps facing Van Ness once the performance concludes.  

 

RIDESHARE 

Rideshare services pick-up and drop-off at the white loading 

zone at 301 Van Ness Avenue (located in front of the Opera 

House). 
 

TAXI SERVICE  

Patrons desiring a taxi after a performance should come to 

the Grove Street Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 

Opera House. Taxis cannot be guaranteed as service is 

based on availability of licensed taxis. Please note the Taxi 

Ramp is not staffed.  

IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY 

Meet Your  
Civic Center 
Ambassadors!  
As you leave the theater,  
be on the lookout for friendly 
community ambassadors in 
orange vests or coats on 
the front steps of the  
War Memorial Opera House. 
These ambassadors are 
there to assist you.

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of  
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of  

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable Daniel L. Lurie, Mayor 

TRUSTEES 
Diane B. Wilsey, President 

Thomas E. Horn, Vice-President 
Stanlee Ray Gatti 

Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.) 
Lyna Lam 

Farah Makras 
Maryam Muduroglu 

Joyce Newstat 
Paul F. Pelosi 

Lieutenant General Michael A. Rocco, USMC (Ret.) 
Brenda Wright 

 
Kate Sofis, Managing Director 

Rob Levin, Assistant Managing Director 
Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance.  

The San Francisco War Memorial acknowledges that we are on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are the original inhabitants of the San 
Francisco Peninsula. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging 
the ancestors, elders, and relatives of the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples.
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CONNECT TO SAN FRANCISCO OPERA after the 
performance! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, 
and TikTok @sfopera for your insider’s look! 

COAT CHECK  

Check your coat at the north and south ends of the  
Main Lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, 
please check large bags at coat check. 

DINING  

Discover unique opera-inspired menus and special dining 
experiences at sfopera.com/dine before your next 
performance. From light bites to elegant meals, the  
Opera House offers options for every taste. 

CAFÉS: Enjoy a variety of sandwiches, snacks, and refreshments. 
Café Express • Lower Level, Open two hours before curtain* 
Dress Circle Lounge • Level 3, South,  
Open one hour before curtain 

RESTAURANTS: Dine pre-show or reserve a table for intermission. 
Prelude at The Opera House • Lower Level: Enjoy a seasonal 
buffet (including brunch) and elevated à la carte dishes. 
North Box Restaurant and Bar • North Mezzanine Level 

Savor California cuisine with global influences, overlooking 
the magnificent main lobby. 

Restaurants open two hours prior to performances.* 
Reservations are strongly recommended.  
Reserve a table online at sfopera.com/dine,  
through OpenTable, by email at 
operahousepreorder@ggcatering.com,  
or by phone at (415) 861-8150.  
*Check sfopera.com/dine to confirm opening times  
for your performance date. 

PRE-ORDER!  
Avoid lines during intermission by pre-ordering beverages and 
snacks with a food and beverage server upon your arrival at 
any point of service. 

FIRST AID STATION  

Our First Aid Station is located on the South Lower Level. In 
case of emergency, please ask the nearest usher to assist you.

 

ACCESSIBILITY  

San Francisco Opera is committed to providing easy access 

for all of our patrons. If you need assistance for a future 

performance, please contact the Opera Box Office prior to 

your visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

 

FOR PATRONS USING WHEELCHAIRS: San Francisco Opera 

offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of prices. All 

entrances at the War Memorial Opera House are wheelchair 

accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in restrooms can be 

found on all floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 

Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are located on 

all floors except the Balcony Level. We are unable to provide 

patrons a wheelchair or personal assistance. If you arrive with 

a caregiver, they will be granted unseated entry to assist you 

and invited to wait in the lobby until the performance 

concludes.

Your Guide to San Francisco Opera  
at the War Memorial Opera House 

 
W E L C O M E !  W E ’ R E  S O  P L E A S E D  Y O U ’ R E  H E R E .  

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E .   
H E L P  U S  M A K E  S U R E  E V E R Y O N E   

H A S  A  W O N D E R F U L  E X P E R I E N C E !  

• Turn off all electronic devices during the performance, 

including digital watches and cell phones. We ask this 

out of respect for the artists and everyone in the theater 

enjoying a live, in-the-moment experience. 

• Take photos before or after the performance, during 

intermission, and during the bows. Leave cameras and 

recording devices off during performances.  

• Enjoy food and drinks purchased onsite pre-show and 

during intermission, before entering the theater. You may 

bring purchased drinks into the theater, but please be 

mindful of your fellow patrons. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have fragrance 

allergies, please avoid wearing perfume or cologne. 

• Get to know and enjoy this wonderful community of 

opera lovers. Say hello to one another pre-show, at 

intermission, or leaving the theater. 

The Opera reserves the right to remove any patron creating a disturbance. 
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LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 

Visit the North Lobby coat check for large-print versions. 
 

LISTENING DEVICES  

Assistive listening devices are available at the North Lobby 

coat check. ID deposit required. 
 

LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 

Headsets that provide a spoken version of the supertitles are 

available at the North Lobby coat check. 
 

OPERA GLASSES  

See the action up close and rent a pair of opera glasses for $5 at the 

North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested. Credit card only. 
 

LOST AND FOUND  

Items may be turned in or claimed at the North coat check 

during the performance. All unclaimed items are delivered  

to the War Memorial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van Ness 

Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 a.m.–5 p.m., Monday–Friday). 
 

RESTROOMS 

Restrooms are located on all levels of the Opera House 

except on the Orchestra Level (Main Lobby). 

 

WALKING GROUPS 

Civic Center Ambassadors lead walking groups to BART  

and the Civic Center & UC Law SF garages after evening 

performances. They will be holding signs on the Opera House 

steps facing Van Ness once the performance concludes.  

 

RIDESHARE 

Rideshare services pick-up and drop-off at the white loading 

zone at 301 Van Ness Avenue (located in front of the Opera 

House). 
 

TAXI SERVICE  

Patrons desiring a taxi after a performance should come to 

the Grove Street Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 

Opera House. Taxis cannot be guaranteed as service is 

based on availability of licensed taxis. Please note the Taxi 

Ramp is not staffed.  

IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY 

Meet Your  
Civic Center 
Ambassadors!  
As you leave the theater,  
be on the lookout for friendly 
community ambassadors in 
orange vests or coats on 
the front steps of the  
War Memorial Opera House. 
These ambassadors are 
there to assist you.

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of  
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of  

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable Daniel L. Lurie, Mayor 

TRUSTEES 
Diane B. Wilsey, President 

Thomas E. Horn, Vice-President 
Stanlee Ray Gatti 

Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.) 
Lyna Lam 

Farah Makras 
Maryam Muduroglu 

Joyce Newstat 
Paul F. Pelosi 

Lieutenant General Michael A. Rocco, USMC (Ret.) 
Brenda Wright 

 
Kate Sofis, Managing Director 

Rob Levin, Assistant Managing Director 
Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance.  

The San Francisco War Memorial acknowledges that we are on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are the original inhabitants of the San 
Francisco Peninsula. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging 
the ancestors, elders, and relatives of the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples.
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Jensen & Lori Huang 
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

At a special Monkey King event hosted by Jensen 
and Lori Huang in the Green Room at the War 
 Memorial Veterans Building, the Huangs 

announced a multi-year commitment of $5 million a year 
to San Francisco Opera to support its artistic work and 
the San Francisco artist community. This year their gift 
will help underwrite the Opera’s acclaimed production of 
composer Huang Ruo and librettist David Henry Hwang’s 
The Monkey King. In subsequent seasons, the gift will 
support the creative vitality of the Company including 
mainstage operas, young artist training, community 
programming such as the Bohème Out of the Box series, 
and digital media initiatives, allowing San Francisco 
Opera to build on record ticket sales, new audiences, and 
an exciting creative momentum. 

With this extraordinary commitment, the Huangs join 
the Opera’s Company Sponsors, a group of 18 households 
who provide seven-gure support for the Company 
through both annual gifts and through draws on their 
endowment funds. Jensen Huang, founder and CEO of 
NVIDIA, said: “San Francisco is home to innovation and 

imagination. We are delighted to partner with and 
support the San Francisco Opera—one of the city’s 
greatest anchors of culture and the arts.” 

Matthew Shilvock, General Director of San Francisco 
Opera remarked: “I am profoundly grateful to Jensen and 
Lori Huang and their family for this breathtaking 
commitment to San Francisco Opera. At this exciting 
moment when San Francisco is reverberating with the 
extraordinary possibilities of tech innovation, this gift 
shows what is possible when the technology and arts 
sectors join together to propel forward creativity. This is 
a great affirmation of the cultural vitality of the Bay Area, 
and I am overjoyed to be taking the creativity of the 
Company forward with Jensen and Lori’s heartfelt 
partnership.” 

As Co-Chairs of The Monkey King Honorary Committee 
(a group of leaders from the business, nonprot, tech, 
and cultural sectors formed to serve as ambassadors for 
this major new work), the Huangs have been an 
instrumental part of one of the most successful artistic 
undertakings in the Company’s recent history. 

KRISTEN LOKEN
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Marieke & Jeff Rothschild 

“The central theme of our philanthropy has 
been to have a positive impact on the lives of 
others who have not had the opportunities 

and good fortune we have enjoyed,” note Marieke and Jeff 
Rothschild. As new champions of San Francisco Opera, they 
are doing precisely that. 

“Marieke and I were raised with the expectation that 
one should participate in philanthropy, and we feel very 
fortunate to be able to engage at the scale, scope, and 
impact that our success has enabled,” remarks Jeff. “We 
are attracted to projects that have the potential for 
meaningful and enduring social impact.” 

The Rothschilds’ philanthropic investments span 
health care, education, economic development, and land 
preservation. They are equally passionate about art. 
“Great art is something that you need to have a good life,” 
reects Marieke. “You could live without beauty, but why 
would you?” 

Live performance is especially close to their hearts. 
“We come together, taking time out of our busy lives, for 

this shared experience,” Marieke explains. “The lights go 
down, there is a hush. Talented people work in harmony 
to create something extraordinary for us. By the end, we 
are all changed. Live music is life affirming.” 

The Rothschilds’ commitment to San Francisco Opera 
comes at a critical moment of inection for the Company. 
“Marieke and Jeff are propelling forward the Opera, 
allowing us to remain bold and courageous in our 
programming, our innovations, and our community 
engagement,” observes General Director Matthew Shilvock. 
“Their philanthropy is a wonderful exemplar of a soaring 
vision that uplifts the Bay Area. I am profoundly grateful for 
the trust they are placing in us to produce art that 
showcases the creative vitality of San Francisco on the 
global stage.” 

“San Francisco Opera is at an interesting crossroads,” 
Marieke concludes. “I like that they are willing to take 
chances, to think outside of the box. To adapt this old art 
form to the modern world requires new audiences and 
new directions, and we nd those here.”

D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

NOAH BERGER
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Jensen & Lori Huang 
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

At a special Monkey King event hosted by Jensen 
and Lori Huang in the Green Room at the War 
 Memorial Veterans Building, the Huangs 

announced a multi-year commitment of $5 million a year 
to San Francisco Opera to support its artistic work and 
the San Francisco artist community. This year their gift 
will help underwrite the Opera’s acclaimed production of 
composer Huang Ruo and librettist David Henry Hwang’s 
The Monkey King. In subsequent seasons, the gift will 
support the creative vitality of the Company including 
mainstage operas, young artist training, community 
programming such as the Bohème Out of the Box series, 
and digital media initiatives, allowing San Francisco 
Opera to build on record ticket sales, new audiences, and 
an exciting creative momentum. 

With this extraordinary commitment, the Huangs join 
the Opera’s Company Sponsors, a group of 18 households 
who provide seven-gure support for the Company 
through both annual gifts and through draws on their 
endowment funds. Jensen Huang, founder and CEO of 
NVIDIA, said: “San Francisco is home to innovation and 

imagination. We are delighted to partner with and 
support the San Francisco Opera—one of the city’s 
greatest anchors of culture and the arts.” 

Matthew Shilvock, General Director of San Francisco 
Opera remarked: “I am profoundly grateful to Jensen and 
Lori Huang and their family for this breathtaking 
commitment to San Francisco Opera. At this exciting 
moment when San Francisco is reverberating with the 
extraordinary possibilities of tech innovation, this gift 
shows what is possible when the technology and arts 
sectors join together to propel forward creativity. This is 
a great affirmation of the cultural vitality of the Bay Area, 
and I am overjoyed to be taking the creativity of the 
Company forward with Jensen and Lori’s heartfelt 
partnership.” 

As Co-Chairs of The Monkey King Honorary Committee 
(a group of leaders from the business, nonprot, tech, 
and cultural sectors formed to serve as ambassadors for 
this major new work), the Huangs have been an 
instrumental part of one of the most successful artistic 
undertakings in the Company’s recent history. 

KRISTEN LOKEN
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Marieke & Jeff Rothschild 

“The central theme of our philanthropy has 
been to have a positive impact on the lives of 
others who have not had the opportunities 

and good fortune we have enjoyed,” note Marieke and Jeff 
Rothschild. As new champions of San Francisco Opera, they 
are doing precisely that. 

“Marieke and I were raised with the expectation that 
one should participate in philanthropy, and we feel very 
fortunate to be able to engage at the scale, scope, and 
impact that our success has enabled,” remarks Jeff. “We 
are attracted to projects that have the potential for 
meaningful and enduring social impact.” 

The Rothschilds’ philanthropic investments span 
health care, education, economic development, and land 
preservation. They are equally passionate about art. 
“Great art is something that you need to have a good life,” 
reects Marieke. “You could live without beauty, but why 
would you?” 

Live performance is especially close to their hearts. 
“We come together, taking time out of our busy lives, for 

this shared experience,” Marieke explains. “The lights go 
down, there is a hush. Talented people work in harmony 
to create something extraordinary for us. By the end, we 
are all changed. Live music is life affirming.” 

The Rothschilds’ commitment to San Francisco Opera 
comes at a critical moment of inection for the Company. 
“Marieke and Jeff are propelling forward the Opera, 
allowing us to remain bold and courageous in our 
programming, our innovations, and our community 
engagement,” observes General Director Matthew Shilvock. 
“Their philanthropy is a wonderful exemplar of a soaring 
vision that uplifts the Bay Area. I am profoundly grateful for 
the trust they are placing in us to produce art that 
showcases the creative vitality of San Francisco on the 
global stage.” 

“San Francisco Opera is at an interesting crossroads,” 
Marieke concludes. “I like that they are willing to take 
chances, to think outside of the box. To adapt this old art 
form to the modern world requires new audiences and 
new directions, and we nd those here.”

D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

NOAH BERGER
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John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

San Francisco Opera shines as a beacon of 
innovation, both on and off the stage, driven by 
the visionary leadership of John and Cynthia 

Gunn. Their unwavering dedication to creative and 
cultural initiatives ensures that San Francisco Opera 
remains one of the world’s premier stages. Their 
philanthropic leadership to the Opera includes a historic 
contribution in 2008, believed at that time to be the most 
signicant gift ever made by individuals to an American 
opera company. 

A Bay Area native, John’s love for opera began in high 
school through his friendship with Ronald Adler, son of 
former General Director of San Francisco Opera Kurt 
Herbert Adler. John would attend dress rehearsals with 
Ronald, sitting in the General Director’s box. After 
graduating from Stanford, John began a distinguished 
career at investment company, Dodge & Cox. There, his 
belief in long-term investing, empowering management 
style, and down-to-earth sensibility became benchmarks 
in the eld. John joined the Opera Board in 2002, 
becoming Chair in 2008, a position he held for sixteen 
years, during which he made an extraordinary impact on 
the Company’s creative vitality and organizational 

stability. In 2024, he assumed the role of Chair Emeritus. 
Cynthia Gunn, also an alum of Stanford, began her 

career as editor and director of the highly regarded Portable 
Stanford series, in which she edited nearly thirty volumes 
by some of the university’s most brilliant minds. Cynthia’s 
philanthropic leadership in the Bay Area includes serving 
as a Trustee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, as 
well as a number of other boards spanning philanthropy, 
health, education, and the arts. 

John and Cynthia’s dedication to the Opera reects 
their shared belief that a great city deserves a world-class 
opera company that leads the art form and takes bold 
risks to advance society. Their philanthropic leadership 
has enabled some of the most signicant artistic projects 
on the San Francisco stage for over two decades, ensuring 
vital investments in the Company’s infrastructure, 
including the automation and rigging system, as well as 
the Opera’s media suite. 

San Francisco Opera is privileged to have the leadership 
of John and Cynthia, a partnership that began with a high 
school visit to dress rehearsals and that has blossomed into 
one of the most dening philanthropic partnerships in 
American cultural history. 

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
Production Sponsor, The Barber of Seville

Jan and Maria each cultivated a love of opera from a 
young age, although they grew up half a world apart. 
After a distinguished career in publishing in Japan and 

   Europe, Jan Shrem founded Clos Pegase Winery in 
California’s Napa Valley, where he assembled an 
extraordinary collection of modern and contemporary art. 
Maria Manetti Shrem achieved international success with 
her fashion-based entrepreneurial ventures, introducing 
Gucci and Fendi to major department and specialty stores 
across the United States. In joyous partnership, the Manetti 
Shrems have devoted their shared passion and focus to 
philanthropic causes that advance education, the 
performing and visual arts, and medical research and care.   

Although their lives led them around the globe, their 
individual passions ultimately brought them to San 
Francisco Opera—and to each other. As Company Sponsors 
for more than a decade, Jan and Maria have established four 
generous funds: 
● The Conductors Fund, which helps ensure the 

continued appearances of distinguished conductors 
on the podium. 

● The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund, which 
brings today’s most compelling artists in the Italian 
repertoire to San Francisco Opera. 

● The Emerging Stars Fund, which supports the 

Company in showcasing exciting, rising young 
artists throughout the season. 

● The Luminaries Concert Fund, which enables San 
Francisco Opera to present legendary artists for 
special events and performances. 

In December 2022, Maria received The Spirit of the Opera 
award for her devotion to San Francisco Opera, her 
exceptional commitment to advancing the Company’s 
success, and her sustained support of the art form. She is the 
2023 UC Davis Medal recipient, honored for her profound 
arts legacy and her passion for fostering exploration and 
education. In April 2024, Maria made history by donating 
eight endowments to create an Arts District at the UC Davis 
College of Letters and Science—the most signicant gift in 
the college’s history—ensuring that the arts and humanities 
are protected in perpetuity and beneting more than 30,000 
students each year, along with top faculty, emerging talents, 
and world-renowned artists. She is also the 2025 recipient of 
San Francisco Opera Guild’s Crescendo Award. 

Her visionary leadership continues to shape the cultural 
landscape and enrich lives across the globe. Jan Shrem, 
revered for his generosity and vision, passed away in 
September 2024 at the age of 94. He is remembered for his 
philanthropic spirit, and Maria carries the torch forward 
into San Francisco Opera’s future. 
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John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

San Francisco Opera shines as a beacon of 
innovation, both on and off the stage, driven by 
the visionary leadership of John and Cynthia 

Gunn. Their unwavering dedication to creative and 
cultural initiatives ensures that San Francisco Opera 
remains one of the world’s premier stages. Their 
philanthropic leadership to the Opera includes a historic 
contribution in 2008, believed at that time to be the most 
signicant gift ever made by individuals to an American 
opera company. 

A Bay Area native, John’s love for opera began in high 
school through his friendship with Ronald Adler, son of 
former General Director of San Francisco Opera Kurt 
Herbert Adler. John would attend dress rehearsals with 
Ronald, sitting in the General Director’s box. After 
graduating from Stanford, John began a distinguished 
career at investment company, Dodge & Cox. There, his 
belief in long-term investing, empowering management 
style, and down-to-earth sensibility became benchmarks 
in the eld. John joined the Opera Board in 2002, 
becoming Chair in 2008, a position he held for sixteen 
years, during which he made an extraordinary impact on 
the Company’s creative vitality and organizational 

stability. In 2024, he assumed the role of Chair Emeritus. 
Cynthia Gunn, also an alum of Stanford, began her 

career as editor and director of the highly regarded Portable 
Stanford series, in which she edited nearly thirty volumes 
by some of the university’s most brilliant minds. Cynthia’s 
philanthropic leadership in the Bay Area includes serving 
as a Trustee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, as 
well as a number of other boards spanning philanthropy, 
health, education, and the arts. 

John and Cynthia’s dedication to the Opera reects 
their shared belief that a great city deserves a world-class 
opera company that leads the art form and takes bold 
risks to advance society. Their philanthropic leadership 
has enabled some of the most signicant artistic projects 
on the San Francisco stage for over two decades, ensuring 
vital investments in the Company’s infrastructure, 
including the automation and rigging system, as well as 
the Opera’s media suite. 

San Francisco Opera is privileged to have the leadership 
of John and Cynthia, a partnership that began with a high 
school visit to dress rehearsals and that has blossomed into 
one of the most dening philanthropic partnerships in 
American cultural history. 

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
Production Sponsor, The Barber of Seville

Jan and Maria each cultivated a love of opera from a 
young age, although they grew up half a world apart. 
After a distinguished career in publishing in Japan and 

   Europe, Jan Shrem founded Clos Pegase Winery in 
California’s Napa Valley, where he assembled an 
extraordinary collection of modern and contemporary art. 
Maria Manetti Shrem achieved international success with 
her fashion-based entrepreneurial ventures, introducing 
Gucci and Fendi to major department and specialty stores 
across the United States. In joyous partnership, the Manetti 
Shrems have devoted their shared passion and focus to 
philanthropic causes that advance education, the 
performing and visual arts, and medical research and care.   

Although their lives led them around the globe, their 
individual passions ultimately brought them to San 
Francisco Opera—and to each other. As Company Sponsors 
for more than a decade, Jan and Maria have established four 
generous funds: 
● The Conductors Fund, which helps ensure the 

continued appearances of distinguished conductors 
on the podium. 

● The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund, which 
brings today’s most compelling artists in the Italian 
repertoire to San Francisco Opera. 

● The Emerging Stars Fund, which supports the 

Company in showcasing exciting, rising young 
artists throughout the season. 

● The Luminaries Concert Fund, which enables San 
Francisco Opera to present legendary artists for 
special events and performances. 

In December 2022, Maria received The Spirit of the Opera 
award for her devotion to San Francisco Opera, her 
exceptional commitment to advancing the Company’s 
success, and her sustained support of the art form. She is the 
2023 UC Davis Medal recipient, honored for her profound 
arts legacy and her passion for fostering exploration and 
education. In April 2024, Maria made history by donating 
eight endowments to create an Arts District at the UC Davis 
College of Letters and Science—the most signicant gift in 
the college’s history—ensuring that the arts and humanities 
are protected in perpetuity and beneting more than 30,000 
students each year, along with top faculty, emerging talents, 
and world-renowned artists. She is also the 2025 recipient of 
San Francisco Opera Guild’s Crescendo Award. 

Her visionary leadership continues to shape the cultural 
landscape and enrich lives across the globe. Jan Shrem, 
revered for his generosity and vision, passed away in 
September 2024 at the age of 94. He is remembered for his 
philanthropic spirit, and Maria carries the torch forward 
into San Francisco Opera’s future. 
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Anne Popkin 

“Opera reminds us of our shared humanity,” remarks Anne 
Popkin. “Through love, heartbreak, conict, and 
forgiveness, opera reects the entire emotional spectrum 

of life. And one gets to share that experience with the others in the 
audience.” 

Anne’s philanthropy centers on education, the arts, medicine, and 
the environment. On moving to the Bay Area in 2011, she quickly 
became involved with San Francisco Opera. In 2014, she joined the 
Opera’s Board, and in 2016 she made a signicant gift to the Opera’s 
Endowment to create programs focused on expanding new audiences. 
Named for her father, who rst introduced her to opera, the Jordan 
Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund is dedicated to her mission.   

“The Fund reects two priorities,” Anne notes. “It enables people 
from all walks of life to know and fall in love with opera. And it enables 
the Opera to create annual and longer-term programs to address 
audience expansion using income the gift generates every year.”  

Anne’s inspired leadership is expanding San Francisco Opera’s 
goal to develop new audiences and augment future programming. 
She is clear about her purpose. “Opera is for everyone. Here, we 
create exceptional art,” she reects. “This is our guiding star. But we 
also have another mission: to bring the experience of opera to the 
broader Bay Area and its residents, to people who may not otherwise 
nd themselves at the Opera. Donating to our Endowment is one way 
for me to further that mission.” 

D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T
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Donor Spotlight
Jerome & Thao Dodson (Production Sponsor, The Barber of Seville) 
“A ery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust, and a hearty, ‘Hi-Yo, Silver!’” Those 
words, accompanied by the galloping excitement of Rossini’s William Tell Overture, 
transxed a young Jerry Dodson as he listened to The Lone Ranger on the family radio in 
Oak Park, Illinois. Just as Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville had done for many, a lighthearted 
entertainment sparked a future operatic devotion.  

That little boy grew up to attend Berkeley in the ’60s, serve with the American Embassy 
in Vietnam where he and Thao met, and attend Harvard Business School. Eventually, the 
couple married, settled in the Bay Area, and raised a family. In the 1980s, Jerry was a 
pioneer in the eld of socially responsible investing with little interest in opera. But in 
1992, when San Francisco Opera decided to celebrate Rossini’s bicentennial with the 

rarely performed Guillaume Tell (William Tell ), Thao, already an opera lover, suggested to Jerry that they go.  
William Tell was praised for its striking Mansouri production, and the Dodsons began attending regularly. They 

became season ticket holders in 1999 and supporters, “in a small way,” as Jerry puts it. A friendship with David Gockley, 
which endures to this day, led to a larger role as Company Sponsors. “I so admired what he did for the opera, but it was 
not very good for my pocketbook,” Jerry laughs. Jerry also lends his nancial expertise to the audit committee.  

In 2016, Dodson considered the import of Gockley’s departure. He met with Matthew Shilvock and joined the Board 
that year. “We hit it off right away!” Jerry says. He felt a similar affinity with Keith Geeslin, then president of the San 
Francisco Opera Association. Eager to continue support, the Dodsons see this as a perfect time to revitalize and energize 
the Company within the San Francisco community. The initial re ignited by William Tell continues to burn brightly. 

 
Bernard & Barbro Osher (Production Sponsor, Elektra) 
A native of Maine, Bernard Osher became involved with San Francisco Opera as a 
subscriber over 50 years ago, shortly after moving here from New York. He and his wife, 
Barbro, a native of Sweden, have supported every aspect of the Company’s work, from 
artist appearances to production facilities to audience building programs. Established in 
1977, The Bernard Osher Foundation has funded virtually every major arts organization in 
the area, including youth programs. Higher education initiatives include scholarships for 
community college students in California and Maine and for baccalaureate students at 
universities in every state and the District of Columbia; Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes, 
serving adults on 125 campuses nationwide; and Osher Centers for Integrative Health at 10 
of the nation’s leading medical schools and at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, 

Sweden. Bernard is a longstanding member of the Opera’s Board of Directors, serving on the Chairman’s Council. Barbro 
is Honorary Consul General of Sweden for California and serves as Chairman of the Board of the Osher Foundation. 
Together they recently established the Osher Audience of the Future Fund, which gives San Francisco Opera an incredible 
resource to connect art and audiences together in new ways, ensuring that the Osher Theatre (the War Memorial 
auditorium) remains a vibrant, energized, and full-to-the-rafters building in which to experience transformational opera. 
 

Dr. William & Mrs. Bridget Coughran Jr. (Production Sponsor, Elektra) 
Dr. William and Mrs. Bridget Coughran Jr. have been supporters of San Francisco Opera 
for a number of years, following their time in the New York metro area where they 
attended performances at the Metropolitan Opera. William has dedicated decades to the 
technology industry and, for the Opera, he serves on the board and held the position of 
treasurer during the challenging COVID period. They share a particular passion for 
Germanic composers such as Mozart and Wagner, believing that the profound emotion 
conveyed by opera offers a vital connection to our individual humanity.
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Anne Popkin 

“Opera reminds us of our shared humanity,” remarks Anne 
Popkin. “Through love, heartbreak, conict, and 
forgiveness, opera reects the entire emotional spectrum 

of life. And one gets to share that experience with the others in the 
audience.” 

Anne’s philanthropy centers on education, the arts, medicine, and 
the environment. On moving to the Bay Area in 2011, she quickly 
became involved with San Francisco Opera. In 2014, she joined the 
Opera’s Board, and in 2016 she made a signicant gift to the Opera’s 
Endowment to create programs focused on expanding new audiences. 
Named for her father, who rst introduced her to opera, the Jordan 
Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund is dedicated to her mission.   

“The Fund reects two priorities,” Anne notes. “It enables people 
from all walks of life to know and fall in love with opera. And it enables 
the Opera to create annual and longer-term programs to address 
audience expansion using income the gift generates every year.”  

Anne’s inspired leadership is expanding San Francisco Opera’s 
goal to develop new audiences and augment future programming. 
She is clear about her purpose. “Opera is for everyone. Here, we 
create exceptional art,” she reects. “This is our guiding star. But we 
also have another mission: to bring the experience of opera to the 
broader Bay Area and its residents, to people who may not otherwise 
nd themselves at the Opera. Donating to our Endowment is one way 
for me to further that mission.” 

D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T
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Donor Spotlight
Jerome & Thao Dodson (Production Sponsor, The Barber of Seville) 
“A ery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust, and a hearty, ‘Hi-Yo, Silver!’” Those 
words, accompanied by the galloping excitement of Rossini’s William Tell Overture, 
transxed a young Jerry Dodson as he listened to The Lone Ranger on the family radio in 
Oak Park, Illinois. Just as Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville had done for many, a lighthearted 
entertainment sparked a future operatic devotion.  

That little boy grew up to attend Berkeley in the ’60s, serve with the American Embassy 
in Vietnam where he and Thao met, and attend Harvard Business School. Eventually, the 
couple married, settled in the Bay Area, and raised a family. In the 1980s, Jerry was a 
pioneer in the eld of socially responsible investing with little interest in opera. But in 
1992, when San Francisco Opera decided to celebrate Rossini’s bicentennial with the 

rarely performed Guillaume Tell (William Tell ), Thao, already an opera lover, suggested to Jerry that they go.  
William Tell was praised for its striking Mansouri production, and the Dodsons began attending regularly. They 

became season ticket holders in 1999 and supporters, “in a small way,” as Jerry puts it. A friendship with David Gockley, 
which endures to this day, led to a larger role as Company Sponsors. “I so admired what he did for the opera, but it was 
not very good for my pocketbook,” Jerry laughs. Jerry also lends his nancial expertise to the audit committee.  

In 2016, Dodson considered the import of Gockley’s departure. He met with Matthew Shilvock and joined the Board 
that year. “We hit it off right away!” Jerry says. He felt a similar affinity with Keith Geeslin, then president of the San 
Francisco Opera Association. Eager to continue support, the Dodsons see this as a perfect time to revitalize and energize 
the Company within the San Francisco community. The initial re ignited by William Tell continues to burn brightly. 

 
Bernard & Barbro Osher (Production Sponsor, Elektra) 
A native of Maine, Bernard Osher became involved with San Francisco Opera as a 
subscriber over 50 years ago, shortly after moving here from New York. He and his wife, 
Barbro, a native of Sweden, have supported every aspect of the Company’s work, from 
artist appearances to production facilities to audience building programs. Established in 
1977, The Bernard Osher Foundation has funded virtually every major arts organization in 
the area, including youth programs. Higher education initiatives include scholarships for 
community college students in California and Maine and for baccalaureate students at 
universities in every state and the District of Columbia; Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes, 
serving adults on 125 campuses nationwide; and Osher Centers for Integrative Health at 10 
of the nation’s leading medical schools and at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, 

Sweden. Bernard is a longstanding member of the Opera’s Board of Directors, serving on the Chairman’s Council. Barbro 
is Honorary Consul General of Sweden for California and serves as Chairman of the Board of the Osher Foundation. 
Together they recently established the Osher Audience of the Future Fund, which gives San Francisco Opera an incredible 
resource to connect art and audiences together in new ways, ensuring that the Osher Theatre (the War Memorial 
auditorium) remains a vibrant, energized, and full-to-the-rafters building in which to experience transformational opera. 
 

Dr. William & Mrs. Bridget Coughran Jr. (Production Sponsor, Elektra) 
Dr. William and Mrs. Bridget Coughran Jr. have been supporters of San Francisco Opera 
for a number of years, following their time in the New York metro area where they 
attended performances at the Metropolitan Opera. William has dedicated decades to the 
technology industry and, for the Opera, he serves on the board and held the position of 
treasurer during the challenging COVID period. They share a particular passion for 
Germanic composers such as Mozart and Wagner, believing that the profound emotion 
conveyed by opera offers a vital connection to our individual humanity.
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Joining the Chorus of Support
Opera is built on partnership! Behind every performance is a community of supporters who make it possible, each with 
their own reason for stepping forward. Here, you’ll meet members of our donor family who have recently deepened 
their commitment to San Francisco Opera. Their journeys are personal, but together they reect a shared belief that 
opera matters, now and for the future. Their generosity ensures that this extraordinary art form continues to inspire, 
connect, and thrive. 
 

Bill Bennington: “To electively pursue excellence in an extremely complicated art form 
is a ridiculous challenge. But the end result is extraordinary. At the Opera House, I 
experience something greater than myself, even as opera, for all of its ‘bigness,’ mostly 
focuses on things we all understand: love, joy, death. 

“Whether it be in art or sports or any human endeavor, if someone does something 
extremely well, I appreciate it. Doing something well is its own reward, it speaks to 
our soul. 

“I grew up with a lot of music in the house. I play the piano, and my daughters are 
deeply involved with music. I’ve enjoyed live performances for years, and now I want to 
pay it forward. 

“Matthew Shilvock said to me recently, ‘We are bringing opera of transcendent impact to life.’ to which I replied, ‘Yes, 
we are.’ It is a pleasure for me to support San Francisco Opera, knowing that my gift will help us to enjoy this remarkable 
art form today and well into the future.” 

 
Adnan & Sharmeen Iqbal are San Francisco Bay Area natives who are new to opera and 
the Company. They rst explored San Francisco Opera when their daughter developed an 
interest in singing and theater. “She has blossomed on stage, landing lead roles and 
nding her voice,” says Sharmeen. “We appreciate San Francisco Opera’s efforts to serve 
young people and diverse communities, especially those unfamiliar with opera.” 

“We’re fortunate to support many impactful projects,” Adnan adds. “But art is as 
important as anything. At a time when the world pushes us to focus on differences, art 
reminds us how much we share.” 

Sharmeen agrees: “Everyone understands pain, love and joy—emotions that 
transcend culture and background. Art creates lasting community and understanding.” 

Looking ahead, Adnan reects, “This is a meet-the-moment opportunity. We see it in our daughters and their peers, 
who seek calm and grounding in a world competing for their attention. The stream of bite-sized content rarely fosters 
stillness. San Francisco Opera offers something profoundly different: a place to pause, reect and be present.” 

 
Nick Munson and Danny Walinsky: Nick’s connection connection to San Francisco 
Opera began in high school as an enthralled audience member, sparking a lifelong 
dedication to the performing arts. Nick believes opera is the ultimate performance 
medium, a seamless blend of soaring vocals, music, and design that pulls at human 
emotion like no other. 

Since moving to San Francisco, he has found a community within BRAVO! Club, 
where he now serves on the Executive Committee as Nominations Chair. Alongside his 
husband, Danny Walinsky, a software engineer and designer, they are proud to support 
the Company as members of Orpheus. Together, they believe the Opera is a cultural 
cornerstone where the community gathers to be moved, challenged, and inspired. 

Outside the operahouse, Nick balances a career as an HR leader, yoga instructor, and time with his husband and their 
dog, Augustus, enjoying the vibrant community of San Francisco. 
 

Join them in shaping what comes next! Make your gift today and become part of the story. sfopera.com/give
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Joining the Chorus of Support
Opera is built on partnership! Behind every performance is a community of supporters who make it possible, each with 
their own reason for stepping forward. Here, you’ll meet members of our donor family who have recently deepened 
their commitment to San Francisco Opera. Their journeys are personal, but together they reect a shared belief that 
opera matters, now and for the future. Their generosity ensures that this extraordinary art form continues to inspire, 
connect, and thrive. 
 

Bill Bennington: “To electively pursue excellence in an extremely complicated art form 
is a ridiculous challenge. But the end result is extraordinary. At the Opera House, I 
experience something greater than myself, even as opera, for all of its ‘bigness,’ mostly 
focuses on things we all understand: love, joy, death. 

“Whether it be in art or sports or any human endeavor, if someone does something 
extremely well, I appreciate it. Doing something well is its own reward, it speaks to 
our soul. 

“I grew up with a lot of music in the house. I play the piano, and my daughters are 
deeply involved with music. I’ve enjoyed live performances for years, and now I want to 
pay it forward. 

“Matthew Shilvock said to me recently, ‘We are bringing opera of transcendent impact to life.’ to which I replied, ‘Yes, 
we are.’ It is a pleasure for me to support San Francisco Opera, knowing that my gift will help us to enjoy this remarkable 
art form today and well into the future.” 

 
Adnan & Sharmeen Iqbal are San Francisco Bay Area natives who are new to opera and 
the Company. They rst explored San Francisco Opera when their daughter developed an 
interest in singing and theater. “She has blossomed on stage, landing lead roles and 
nding her voice,” says Sharmeen. “We appreciate San Francisco Opera’s efforts to serve 
young people and diverse communities, especially those unfamiliar with opera.” 

“We’re fortunate to support many impactful projects,” Adnan adds. “But art is as 
important as anything. At a time when the world pushes us to focus on differences, art 
reminds us how much we share.” 

Sharmeen agrees: “Everyone understands pain, love and joy—emotions that 
transcend culture and background. Art creates lasting community and understanding.” 

Looking ahead, Adnan reects, “This is a meet-the-moment opportunity. We see it in our daughters and their peers, 
who seek calm and grounding in a world competing for their attention. The stream of bite-sized content rarely fosters 
stillness. San Francisco Opera offers something profoundly different: a place to pause, reect and be present.” 

 
Nick Munson and Danny Walinsky: Nick’s connection connection to San Francisco 
Opera began in high school as an enthralled audience member, sparking a lifelong 
dedication to the performing arts. Nick believes opera is the ultimate performance 
medium, a seamless blend of soaring vocals, music, and design that pulls at human 
emotion like no other. 

Since moving to San Francisco, he has found a community within BRAVO! Club, 
where he now serves on the Executive Committee as Nominations Chair. Alongside his 
husband, Danny Walinsky, a software engineer and designer, they are proud to support 
the Company as members of Orpheus. Together, they believe the Opera is a cultural 
cornerstone where the community gathers to be moved, challenged, and inspired. 

Outside the operahouse, Nick balances a career as an HR leader, yoga instructor, and time with his husband and their 
dog, Augustus, enjoying the vibrant community of San Francisco. 
 

Join them in shaping what comes next! Make your gift today and become part of the story. sfopera.com/give
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The San Francisco Opera Donor Family

L E A D I N G   
$1,000–$1,999 
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria &  

Dr. Mary Page Hufty 
Mr. Ignacio M. Aliagas 
Marc & Susann Allen 
Claire & Greg§ Allison 
Vincent & Brigitta Ammann 
Dudley & Elaine Andersen 
Doug & Carol Anderson 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of Charles Lichtman 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of Dieter Bluhm 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of John Hughes, &  
in honor of Sylvia Hughes 

Mr. Donald Andreini 
Mr. William H. Armstrong^ 
Deborah & John Avakian^ 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Sarah Baim 
Dr. Barbara Baker 
Ms. Laima Baltusis 
Dr. Flora Banuett 
William M. Barnard, MD 
Laura & Noah Barr 
Michael F. Barrientos 
Mr. Jarrod Baumann^ 
Elizabeth Bautista 
Joel & Jacqueline Bean 
Ivan Bekichev^ 
James F. Bell 
Trish Benedict & Jerry Lindelef 
Joelle Benioff^,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
John & Cheryl Benson 
Ms. Carol Benz^ 
Patrick Bishop & Sophia Adamo 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Susan Blanco 
Alex & Elena Blanter 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bogy 
Emily & Ethan Bold 
Anna Maria Bombardieri 
Leon W. Bonner, Jr. 
Patricia J. Boone 
Ken Borelli 
Ms. Moura Borisova 
Brenda & Roger Borovoy,  

in honor of Ms. Christine Suppes 
Mrs. Melissa Boxer Zill & Mr. Tracy Zill 
Romana D. Bracco,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Stephen Breitbart 
Abigail Brenner, M.D. 
Ms. Wendy Breuer &  

Mr. Charles Crane 
Dr. Emily Brewer,  

in memory of Dr. Richard G. Brewer 
Melvin & Mary Britton 
Mr. Michael Broach 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 

Scotty Brookie & Andrew Purchin,  
in memory of Ms. Dorothy Brookie 

Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
Ms. Ann Brown^ 
Edith Brown 
Ms. Kevis Brownson 
Mr. Brad Buckman 
Mr. Charles Bueche^ 
Lisa Bury & John Taylor 
Richard Buth 
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Caldwell^ 
Charles & Khin Calhoun 
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Call 
Cathleen Cameron 
Dr. Anne-Maree Cantwell 
Frances & George Carlson 
Timothy Carlton 
Ann & John Carroll 
Marco Casalaina,  

in honor of Loretta Casalaina 
Anne Casscells,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
Maria Castellucci Moore^ 
Rick Castro 
Mr. Kelly Chang 
Ms. Faith Chao 
Tammy Chen 
Ms. Janet Chiang,  

in honor of John De La Vorias 
William Chiles 
Mr. William C. Chiles 
Mrs. Fay Chong 
Mr. Paul Chrzanowski 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 
Jerry & Linda§ Cimmet 
Alessandra CioCio & Kevin Einsweiler 
Ann D. Claesgens 
Mr. Ron Clyman &  

Ms. Francoise Mauray 
Mr. Robert R. Coffman 
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen 
Ms. Emily G. Cole 
Phillip Cole, MD,  

in memory of Ursula Cole 
Mr. Matthew Coleman 
Matthew Coleman 
Katie Colendich^ 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier &  

Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Louette Colombano 
Mary J. Combs 
Clyde Coombs 
Carol Gray Costigan,  

in memory of Anne G. McWilliams 
Gary & Diana Cramer 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick George Craw 
Ms. Constance Crawford 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Brooks Crawford 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Dandelion,  

in honor of Pamela Rosenberg 
Jonathan & Cristina Davidson 
Ricardo & Lynnsey De Monet 
Lora Deahl 
Nancy Dean 

Mrs. Ann Del Simone 
Mr. Peter DeMarais 
Ms. Vera DeMartini 
Ms. Antonia DeMatto 
Drs. Susan & Kevin Denny 
Mika Derynck 
Ms. Karel Detterman 
Amie Boswell-Kennett &  

Greg Kennett 
Marta Diaz 
Carol Dickson 
Michelle Dike^ 
Stanley J. Dirks 
Dave & Helen Dix 
Carol & Dixon Doll,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Jeffrey Dornbusch 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Michael Dougherty 
Gene & Joy D’Ovidio 
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D. 
Mr. Carey Dubbert &  

Ms. Ellindale Wells 
Gregory Dubinsky 
Edma Dumanian 
Jeffrey Dunn & Carolyn Bruguera 
Anthony Duvall 
Matthew Easton 
Ralph S. Edler 
Scott & Kassandra Edwards 
Beth Elliott 
Ms. Gretchen Elliott 
Lauren & Erik Erickson^ 
Caroline & Robert Eshleman 
Jaime Espinoza-De Leon 
Joan Fantazia 
Randolph Farrar 
In memory of David Favrot 
Mr. William Fawley & Ms. Tekoa King 
Vallery R. Feldman 
Peter Felleman 
Kenzie Ferguson^ 
Mr. Bennie C. Ferma^ 
Dr. Michael Fields 
Jeffrey & Robin Fine 
David Finn 
Ms. Georgia Finnigan 
Brett & Beverly Fishman 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Daniel & Carla Flamm 
Ms. Victoria Fong 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Jeffery Fox 
Thomas Fox 
Dr. Lorry & Karen Frankel 
James & Karen Frassetto 
David Freedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Freinkel 
Ceclia & Gregor Freund 
Ellen Friedman 
Robert Friedman 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 
Spencer & Rena Fulweiler 
Margaret E. Garms 
Joseph A. Garza 
Max Gasner 
Debora & Paul Edward Gaspari^ 

Dr. E. Michael Gerli 
Nathalie Giauque 
Ms. Gene P. Gibson 
David Giltinan 
Ann & Daniel Girard,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Mr. William S. Goldstein &  

Mr. Christopher Archuleta 
Joseph & Hon Mai Goodman 
Mr. Joel Goodrich^ 
Mr. Gerald Gordon 
Bill Gorjance 
Mr. James Grant 
Dr. Carlos Greaves 
Prof. Judith Greenalch 
Zane O. Gresham &  

Carole J. Robinson 
Omar Guo^ 
Ms. Mary Jean Haley 
Lucie Young Hall 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Mr. James Hansen 
Kelly & Sandy Harcourt 
Ms. Diane Harper 
Diana Harris 
Joseph H. Harris, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hart 
Kathryn Hartley 
Mr. Barry Hayes 
Ms. Ashley Hecht 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hecht 
Lenore Hefferman 
Deanna Hernandez 
Ward Hill 
Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield 
Mr. Don Hoffman 
Susan & John Hoganson,  

in honor of Doreen Ho 
In memory of Minnie Holloway 
Mr. James W. Hopp 
Richard & Bebe Hoppe 
Mr. Richard Horan &  

Mr. Lawrence Mendenhall 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Barry & Kris Hovis 
Constance Howard 
Kathryn Huber & Larry A. Binkley 
Ms. Georgia A. Hughes 
Ron & Carolyn (Carr) Hutton 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Wendy & Garth Illingworth 
Ms. Hermia James 
Lindsey Jardine 
Glen Jarvis 
Nicole Jiam^ 
Joe & Denise Jimenez 
Jeraldine Johnson 
Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Kahler 
Ms. Julia H. Kalmus 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
Elaine T. Kawasaki 
Family of Pamela Kaye,  

in memory of Pamela Jean Kaye 
John Keeley 

Alfred G. Kelley 
Joy & Joel Kellman 
Lena Kelly 
Mrs. Ann Kennedy^ 
Mr. John Kerns^ 
Dr. Derek Kerr 
Dr. Hyo J. Kim 
David & Julia King 
Maren & John King 
Rosemary & Norman King 
Linda Klein 
Carol Kopko 
Ms. Yashomati Koul 
Ms. Galina Kouliaeva^ 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf 
Mr. David Krimm & Mr. Peter Bradley 
Jan Krupp 
Paul & Jackie Kuckein 
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz 
Tom & Amy Kwei 
Ms. Sundong Kwong 
Ms. Angela Lai,  

in honor of Ms. Eun Sun Kim 
Michael Lamm 
Mr. Donald Langley 
Ms. Bianca Larson 
Mrs. Claire Latham 
Ms. Marcia Lazer 
Mr. David Lazzari 
Mr. Matt Lecar 
Mark Hadler & Brenda Lee 
Mr. Byoungchul Lee 
Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Dr. Marion Lee 
Patricia Lee 
Dr. Lewis S. Lehman 
Mr. Harvey Lehtman 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Lora B. Levin 
Gary Levy 
Ms. Janice C. Levy 
Michael Lewis 
Dr. F. Chaney Li 
Joan Libman & Jim Coughlin 
Barry Lieberman 
Ms. May Lin 
Lisa P. Lindelef,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
T. Linna 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Frank & Sally Lopez 
Bart Aoki & Martin Low 
George F. Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser 
Mr. Dale J. Lukan 
Dr. Darrell D. Luperini &  

Ms. Chantal Vogel 
Ms. Gail MacGowan 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Madison 
Peter & Susan Manis 
Mr. Arthur Manzi 
Ms. Ana Maria Martel 
Francine Masiello & Maryann Wolfe 
Laurene Wu-McClain 
Dr. & Mrs. William A. McConnell 
Alex & Anne Marie McGraw 
Ms. Elba McIntosh 

The collective support of San Francisco Opera’s generous donor family keeps globally recognized opera on the stage and 
brings community programs to many around the Bay Area. Each year, support from individuals and institutional funders 
accounts for over 80% of the revenue needed to create transformative opera.  
 
Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2024 through May 1, 2026. We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name, please accept our apology and notify us at (415) 
565-3212 or membership@sfopera.com so that we may update our records accordingly. 
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The San Francisco Opera Donor Family

L E A D I N G   
$1,000–$1,999 
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria &  

Dr. Mary Page Hufty 
Mr. Ignacio M. Aliagas 
Marc & Susann Allen 
Claire & Greg§ Allison 
Vincent & Brigitta Ammann 
Dudley & Elaine Andersen 
Doug & Carol Anderson 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of Charles Lichtman 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of Dieter Bluhm 
Norby Anderson,  

in memory of John Hughes, &  
in honor of Sylvia Hughes 

Mr. Donald Andreini 
Mr. William H. Armstrong^ 
Deborah & John Avakian^ 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Sarah Baim 
Dr. Barbara Baker 
Ms. Laima Baltusis 
Dr. Flora Banuett 
William M. Barnard, MD 
Laura & Noah Barr 
Michael F. Barrientos 
Mr. Jarrod Baumann^ 
Elizabeth Bautista 
Joel & Jacqueline Bean 
Ivan Bekichev^ 
James F. Bell 
Trish Benedict & Jerry Lindelef 
Joelle Benioff^,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
John & Cheryl Benson 
Ms. Carol Benz^ 
Patrick Bishop & Sophia Adamo 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Susan Blanco 
Alex & Elena Blanter 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Mr. & Mrs. David Bogy 
Emily & Ethan Bold 
Anna Maria Bombardieri 
Leon W. Bonner, Jr. 
Patricia J. Boone 
Ken Borelli 
Ms. Moura Borisova 
Brenda & Roger Borovoy,  

in honor of Ms. Christine Suppes 
Mrs. Melissa Boxer Zill & Mr. Tracy Zill 
Romana D. Bracco,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Stephen Breitbart 
Abigail Brenner, M.D. 
Ms. Wendy Breuer &  

Mr. Charles Crane 
Dr. Emily Brewer,  

in memory of Dr. Richard G. Brewer 
Melvin & Mary Britton 
Mr. Michael Broach 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 

Scotty Brookie & Andrew Purchin,  
in memory of Ms. Dorothy Brookie 

Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
Ms. Ann Brown^ 
Edith Brown 
Ms. Kevis Brownson 
Mr. Brad Buckman 
Mr. Charles Bueche^ 
Lisa Bury & John Taylor 
Richard Buth 
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Caldwell^ 
Charles & Khin Calhoun 
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Call 
Cathleen Cameron 
Dr. Anne-Maree Cantwell 
Frances & George Carlson 
Timothy Carlton 
Ann & John Carroll 
Marco Casalaina,  

in honor of Loretta Casalaina 
Anne Casscells,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
Maria Castellucci Moore^ 
Rick Castro 
Mr. Kelly Chang 
Ms. Faith Chao 
Tammy Chen 
Ms. Janet Chiang,  

in honor of John De La Vorias 
William Chiles 
Mr. William C. Chiles 
Mrs. Fay Chong 
Mr. Paul Chrzanowski 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 
Jerry & Linda§ Cimmet 
Alessandra CioCio & Kevin Einsweiler 
Ann D. Claesgens 
Mr. Ron Clyman &  

Ms. Francoise Mauray 
Mr. Robert R. Coffman 
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen 
Ms. Emily G. Cole 
Phillip Cole, MD,  

in memory of Ursula Cole 
Mr. Matthew Coleman 
Matthew Coleman 
Katie Colendich^ 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier &  

Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Louette Colombano 
Mary J. Combs 
Clyde Coombs 
Carol Gray Costigan,  

in memory of Anne G. McWilliams 
Gary & Diana Cramer 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick George Craw 
Ms. Constance Crawford 
Dr. & Mrs. J. Brooks Crawford 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Dandelion,  

in honor of Pamela Rosenberg 
Jonathan & Cristina Davidson 
Ricardo & Lynnsey De Monet 
Lora Deahl 
Nancy Dean 

Mrs. Ann Del Simone 
Mr. Peter DeMarais 
Ms. Vera DeMartini 
Ms. Antonia DeMatto 
Drs. Susan & Kevin Denny 
Mika Derynck 
Ms. Karel Detterman 
Amie Boswell-Kennett &  

Greg Kennett 
Marta Diaz 
Carol Dickson 
Michelle Dike^ 
Stanley J. Dirks 
Dave & Helen Dix 
Carol & Dixon Doll,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Jeffrey Dornbusch 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Michael Dougherty 
Gene & Joy D’Ovidio 
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D. 
Mr. Carey Dubbert &  

Ms. Ellindale Wells 
Gregory Dubinsky 
Edma Dumanian 
Jeffrey Dunn & Carolyn Bruguera 
Anthony Duvall 
Matthew Easton 
Ralph S. Edler 
Scott & Kassandra Edwards 
Beth Elliott 
Ms. Gretchen Elliott 
Lauren & Erik Erickson^ 
Caroline & Robert Eshleman 
Jaime Espinoza-De Leon 
Joan Fantazia 
Randolph Farrar 
In memory of David Favrot 
Mr. William Fawley & Ms. Tekoa King 
Vallery R. Feldman 
Peter Felleman 
Kenzie Ferguson^ 
Mr. Bennie C. Ferma^ 
Dr. Michael Fields 
Jeffrey & Robin Fine 
David Finn 
Ms. Georgia Finnigan 
Brett & Beverly Fishman 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Daniel & Carla Flamm 
Ms. Victoria Fong 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Jeffery Fox 
Thomas Fox 
Dr. Lorry & Karen Frankel 
James & Karen Frassetto 
David Freedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Freinkel 
Ceclia & Gregor Freund 
Ellen Friedman 
Robert Friedman 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 
Spencer & Rena Fulweiler 
Margaret E. Garms 
Joseph A. Garza 
Max Gasner 
Debora & Paul Edward Gaspari^ 

Dr. E. Michael Gerli 
Nathalie Giauque 
Ms. Gene P. Gibson 
David Giltinan 
Ann & Daniel Girard,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Mr. William S. Goldstein &  

Mr. Christopher Archuleta 
Joseph & Hon Mai Goodman 
Mr. Joel Goodrich^ 
Mr. Gerald Gordon 
Bill Gorjance 
Mr. James Grant 
Dr. Carlos Greaves 
Prof. Judith Greenalch 
Zane O. Gresham &  

Carole J. Robinson 
Omar Guo^ 
Ms. Mary Jean Haley 
Lucie Young Hall 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Mr. James Hansen 
Kelly & Sandy Harcourt 
Ms. Diane Harper 
Diana Harris 
Joseph H. Harris, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hart 
Kathryn Hartley 
Mr. Barry Hayes 
Ms. Ashley Hecht 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hecht 
Lenore Hefferman 
Deanna Hernandez 
Ward Hill 
Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield 
Mr. Don Hoffman 
Susan & John Hoganson,  

in honor of Doreen Ho 
In memory of Minnie Holloway 
Mr. James W. Hopp 
Richard & Bebe Hoppe 
Mr. Richard Horan &  

Mr. Lawrence Mendenhall 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Barry & Kris Hovis 
Constance Howard 
Kathryn Huber & Larry A. Binkley 
Ms. Georgia A. Hughes 
Ron & Carolyn (Carr) Hutton 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Wendy & Garth Illingworth 
Ms. Hermia James 
Lindsey Jardine 
Glen Jarvis 
Nicole Jiam^ 
Joe & Denise Jimenez 
Jeraldine Johnson 
Ms. Patricia Johnson 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Kahler 
Ms. Julia H. Kalmus 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
Elaine T. Kawasaki 
Family of Pamela Kaye,  

in memory of Pamela Jean Kaye 
John Keeley 

Alfred G. Kelley 
Joy & Joel Kellman 
Lena Kelly 
Mrs. Ann Kennedy^ 
Mr. John Kerns^ 
Dr. Derek Kerr 
Dr. Hyo J. Kim 
David & Julia King 
Maren & John King 
Rosemary & Norman King 
Linda Klein 
Carol Kopko 
Ms. Yashomati Koul 
Ms. Galina Kouliaeva^ 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf 
Mr. David Krimm & Mr. Peter Bradley 
Jan Krupp 
Paul & Jackie Kuckein 
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz 
Tom & Amy Kwei 
Ms. Sundong Kwong 
Ms. Angela Lai,  

in honor of Ms. Eun Sun Kim 
Michael Lamm 
Mr. Donald Langley 
Ms. Bianca Larson 
Mrs. Claire Latham 
Ms. Marcia Lazer 
Mr. David Lazzari 
Mr. Matt Lecar 
Mark Hadler & Brenda Lee 
Mr. Byoungchul Lee 
Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Dr. Marion Lee 
Patricia Lee 
Dr. Lewis S. Lehman 
Mr. Harvey Lehtman 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Lora B. Levin 
Gary Levy 
Ms. Janice C. Levy 
Michael Lewis 
Dr. F. Chaney Li 
Joan Libman & Jim Coughlin 
Barry Lieberman 
Ms. May Lin 
Lisa P. Lindelef,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
T. Linna 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Frank & Sally Lopez 
Bart Aoki & Martin Low 
George F. Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser 
Mr. Dale J. Lukan 
Dr. Darrell D. Luperini &  

Ms. Chantal Vogel 
Ms. Gail MacGowan 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Madison 
Peter & Susan Manis 
Mr. Arthur Manzi 
Ms. Ana Maria Martel 
Francine Masiello & Maryann Wolfe 
Laurene Wu-McClain 
Dr. & Mrs. William A. McConnell 
Alex & Anne Marie McGraw 
Ms. Elba McIntosh 

The collective support of San Francisco Opera’s generous donor family keeps globally recognized opera on the stage and 
brings community programs to many around the Bay Area. Each year, support from individuals and institutional funders 
accounts for over 80% of the revenue needed to create transformative opera.  
 
Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2024 through May 1, 2026. We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name, please accept our apology and notify us at (415) 
565-3212 or membership@sfopera.com so that we may update our records accordingly. 

^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball § deceased
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Bob McIntosh 
MCLM Charitable Fund,  

in honor of Mr. Peter Franco 
Jason McPhate 
Weishen Mead 
Mr. & Mrs. Meckler 
Meredith Meeks^ 
Laurie Mettier Hills 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Miller 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. H. William Mirbach 
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Mr. Charles J. Morgan 
Mr. Joshua J. Morgan III 
John & Frances Mori 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Susan Munn 
Pamela Munster 
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz 
Andrea Debra Muro 
Andrew Murphy & Michelle Duffy 
Elizabeth Murray 
Chandru Murthi 
Ms. Susan E. Neeman 
Mr. Russell Nelson 
Shivaun Nestor 
Peggy L. Newton 
Steven Ng§ & Mark Posner 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Mr. Richard Niemi 
Ron & Betsy Niewiarowski 
Jim & Brenda§ Nirenstein 
Wendy & Craig Nishizaki 
Brent McGee & Steven Oakey 
Mr. Walter C. Oberndorf^ 
Judith Ocken 
John OConnell, in memory of  

Connie & Bert OConnell 
Dr. Michael & Dr. Patricia O’Connor 
Lori Ogden Moore 
Helen Olgaard & Christian Olgaard 
Robert & Donna Oliver 
Ms. Portia Osborne 
Mrs. Gabriella Papale^ 
Ellice & James Papp 
Julian T.§ & Robin M.W. Parer 
Ms. Rachel Parker & Mr. Timothy Parker 
Craig Pennington 
Serena Perfetto 
Ms. Florence Perot 
Trond Petersen 
Peter Jaret & Steven Peterson 
Susan D Peterson 
Tarissa Peterson^ 
Irina Petkova 
Pamela Philbert & Marty Greist 
Allen & Joyce§ Phipps 
Steve & Meg Piatek 
Dr. Judith Pickersgill 
Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schafer 
Paula Polley 
Roy Pollock 
Ms. Carol Ponzio 
Sheila K. Press 
Gregory Price 
Louis Ptacek 
Ms. Simone Quarré &  

Ms. Veronica Faussner 
Ms. Frances Quittel 
Rossannah Reeves 
Mr. Victor J. Revenko 
Ms. Marie Reybear 
Ms. Sue Richard 
Lynn Richards & John Leong 
The Rev. James &  

Lori Korleski Richardson 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 
Mr. William P. Robb 
Marc Robbins 

Wayne & Murphy Robins 
Mary Ellen Rockdale & Michael Lazur 
Saul & Barbara Rockman 
Janet & Michael Rodriguez 
Larissa Roesch^ 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 
Heli Roiha & Terry McKelvey 
Ms. Jane H. Rokita 
Mrs. Judy Romanenkov 
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt 
Mr. James Rumbaugh &  

Ms. Madeline Morrow 
Ms. Alexandra Rutherford 
Barbara Sahm & Steven Winkel 
Na’ilah Sakin^ 
Dr. Sean McCarthy & Mr. Bert Salyga 
Laurie Samitaur Smith 
San Francisco Opera Guild— 

Marin Chapter 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Mr. Richard Savoy 
Philip Sawyer 
Minta Scala,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
Ms. Janine Scancarelli & Mr. 

Christopher McMahon 
Frank Schirrmeister 
Sondra Schlesinger 
Dr. Paula Schlesinger 
Mr. James Scillian 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Carolyn Senger, MD, MPH, FACPM 
Robyn & Mark Setzen 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Mr. Donald R. Share 
Vandana & Arvind Sharma 
Deborah Sharpe 
Nicole Sheehan^ 
Jennifer & Mike Shepard 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Sheri & Paul Siegel 
Scott Silveira 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Joyce Smith 
Kori Smith^ 
Ms. Sarah Marie Smith 
Roz Soheili^ 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Alan Seem & Sonia Soo 
Silvia Sorell,  

in memory of Daniel F. Kane, Jr. 
Michael & Susan Southworth 
Robert Leland Speer 
Allyson & Christopher Spence 
Mr. William Stanisich & Mr. Jim Meyer 
Joelle Steefel 
Carol & Harvey Steiman 
Jana & Gary Stein 
Mr. Robert M. Stenburg 
Mrs. Susanne Stevens,  

in memory of Barbara J. Ross 
Ian E. Stockdale & Ruth Leibig 
John Stocker 
Mr. Daniel J. Stofle 
Kenneth B. Stokes 
Grover & Gretchen Stone 
Lawrence Stone & Margaret Jongleux 
Arthur Strange 
Mrs. Karen Streicher 
Mrs. Catherine Stroup 
Marilyn R. Sugar 
Mr. Marc Sugiyama 
A Bryce Sumnick 
Marco Tamagno & Nancy Ramos 
Joanne Taylor 
Barbara Augusta Teichert 
Nancy E. Terry 
Ms. LaVergne Thomas 
William Laney Thornton &  

Pasha Dritt Thornton 
William Thurston 
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder 

Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Ms. Roseanna Torretto 
Gunnel Tottie 
Mr. Thomas Tragardh &  

Mr. David Cortez 
Tom & Gale Trainor 
Jeanie Nieri Treichel 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Ms. Thea Turner 
Ulferts Center USA Inc. 
Ms. Jeanine Valadez &  

Ms. Reynette K. Au 
Christine Valentine 
Mr. Timothy Van Voris 
Dr. Marsha Vande Berg 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Sanjeev Vraitch 
Ms. Margaret Wadhwani 
Dr. & Ms. William B. Walker 
Kira Wampler 
Mr. Eugene T. Wang 
Edna Lee Warnecke & Jim Marks 
David Warren 
Ann & Thomas A. Watrous 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Weissman 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Mr. David Wheeler 
Mr. Dennis White 
David Wick 
Gayle Wiesner 
Peter Wiley & Valerie Barth 
Douglas W. Williams &  

Madelyn C. Bedig-Williams 
David Wilson 
Peter & Georgia Windhorst 
Michael Wirthlin,  

in memory of Bob & Joan Wirthlin 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Rebecca Kelly Photography 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolheim 
Brendan Wood 
Elisabeth Woody 
Katherine Worn 
Ms. Evelyn Yang 
Lin Yeiser Coonan 
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh 
Dan Yu & James Chou 
Song Yu 
Mr. Ingu Yun 
Dr. Katherine Yung 
Chen Zhang 
Iris Zhang & Peng Lu 
Mrs. Hong Zhou,  

in memory of Zhou Changyi 
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Ziegler 
Ms. Elisa R. Zitano 
Anonymous,  

in memory of Jeroen Knops 
Anonymous (22) 
 
D I VA  
$2,000–$2,999 
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Mr. Jacob Alexander 
Richard Alexander^ 
Mr. Jack Alotto 
Mr.§ & Mrs. Anthony Arlen 
Leslie L. Altick 
Norby Anderson,  

in honor of Antonia Cross,  
James Cross, & Charles Antonen 

Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baldocchi 
Ms. Virginia Bale 
David N. Barnard 
Albert Bartridge 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Ms. Elizabeth Beitzel 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem 
Mr. Robert Bingham &  

Ms. Carol Kearns^ 
Beverley & Ron Borelli^ 

In memoriam to usher Chip Heath 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Marilyn & Marvin§ Brenner^ 
Jennifer Brokaw & Michael Fry 
Rada Brooks^ 
Robert Brown^ 
Ms. Nancy Brown-Williamson 
Mr. Gerald Cahill &  

Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Dr. Karen Castle 
Victor Cautis 
Ms. Betty Chang 
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause 
Robert Clark 
Barbara Cohen 
Lawrence Cohn 
Elizabeth Colton 
Moira Conzelman 
Mr. Douglas E. Cowden 
Robin Critelli 
Mr. Christopher Davies 
Kwame & Dana Asabere 
Marta De Pierris 
Mr. Scott Devereaux 
Thomas & Veronica Devitt 
Mr. Eric Dew 
Mr. Barry Dixon 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & 

Dr. Kathy E. Down 
Stephanie Dunn^ 
Fynnette Eaton & James Miller 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman 
Randall & Marcia Edson 
Paula & Donald Eismann 
Ms. Judi Elman 
Jennifer Emerson 
Anne & Peter Esmonde 
Glenn Etow^ 
Ms. May Fair 
Ms. Sandra Farris^ 
Mr. Steve N. Fecher 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Peggy W. Forbes & Harry Bremond 
Mr. Steven W. Frank 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Elise & Tully Friedman 
Dan & Kate Funk 
Patricia Galante 
John & Paula Gambs 
Candace & Vincent Gaudiani 
Gilbert A. Gibson 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Ms. Margot Golding &  

Mr. Michael Powers 
Robert & Sally Goldman 
Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar 
Galina Gomberg 
Ms. JoAnn Close & Mr. Michael Good 
Karen Gottlieb 
Ms. Shelley W. Gottlieb 
Erich S. Gruen 
Ergin Guney^ 
Richard Ruby & Catherine Habiger,  

in honor of Isabel Ruby 
James Haire & Timothy Cole 
Dr. S. Hand 
Eric & Krista Hanson 
Mr. Auros A. Harman &  

Mx. Plymouth H. Ansbergs 
Emmanuelle Henry 
Parki Hoeschler 
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug 

Hammerich^ 
Barbara Holt 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Hing On Hsu 
Jiang Hu 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Leslie & George Hume,  

in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Andrea G. Julian 
Ms. Leslie Karren 

Margo & Leonard Karstadt^ 
Bob & Pam Keagy 
Kathryn Kearney 
Alesandra Keys^ 
Scott & Jan Kilner 
Barbara & David Kimport 
Kenneth Krueger & Faustin Bray 
Eva Kryska 
Ms. Tracy Lamond 
Steve Lavezzoli 
Fay Lee 
Judith B. Leedy 
Courtney S. Clarkson &  

Roy C. Leggitt 
Ms. Lamar Leland 
Mr. Jeff D. Leonard &  

Mr. Noel Flores^ 
Ellen & Barry Levine 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
MaryJo & Owen Lopez-Oneal 
Ms. Priscilla Lore 
Ann K. Ludwig 
Kurtice Luther 
Stephen & Emily Magowan 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Mally 
Richard A. Marciano &  

Teresa Middleton 
Mr. Nicholas Markevich^ 
Paula Markovitz 
Jason Marks 
Agustin Martinez 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Henry Massey & Amie Chang 
Mrs. Charlene Mathias 
Ms. Susan McConkey 
Michael Mensik 
Kerry Messer,  

in memory of Nina Foran Gee 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 
Karnig & Santoukht Silva Mikaelian 
Ann Marie Mix 
Mr. J. Jeffrey Mojcher 
In memory of Kyoko Hoshiga Mukai & 

Cromwell D. Mukai 
Scott Mullins 
Mr. Nicholas Munson &  

Mr. Daniel Walinsky 
Rozita Naghshin 
Sheila & Paul Nahi^ 
Victoria I. Nakamura 
Mr. Anthony Nash &  

Mrs. Dorene Cotter 
Lenora Nelson-Desmas 
Karen & Stephen Nicholls 
Mr. Johnnie Norway &  

Mr. Richard Cardello 
Mr. Jim O’Brien 
Mr. Stephen R. Olsen 
Bruce Osterweil & Patricia Furlong 
Fran & John O’Sullivan 
Erica Pascal & Mike Hostetler 
Mrs. Meta L. Pasternak 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Andrew & Myrto Petreas 
Ms. Erika Portillo^ 
Susan K. Prather 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Felice S. Price 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 
Susan Quinn 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Julie & David Ransom 
Ms. Judy Reynolds 
Rosaline & Heinz Rimann 
Michelle Marie Ritchie 
Ms. Deborah Rohan 
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Mr. John D. Rosin^ 
Mary Ellen Rossi 
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &  

Kimberly Mark Webb,  
in memory of Carole B. Berg 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED
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Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Louise Adler Sampson 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Mr. John Santibanes 
Mr. Benjamin Schein 
Robert P. Schneider 
Mrs. Helen Schulak 
Katie & Kevin Semien^ 
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
James R. Shevock 
Mr. Basil Shikin 
William & Judith Shilstone 
Ms. Christine W. Silver 
Gaurav Singh 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith &  

Ms. Theresa Lahey 
Timothy & Ilia Smith 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Dr. Richard Sogg 
Howard & Sarah Solomon 

Foundation,  
in memory of Susan Marineau 

Kim Spitler & Richard Dulin,  
in memory of Gregg C. Spitler 

Ms. Judy Stamps 
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
Dr. Susan K. Stevens 
David Sun 
Ms. Susan K. Tanner 
Jonathan Thames &  

Nicole Gallmann Thames^ 
Cole Thomason-Redus 
D. Thompson 
Mr. Christopher Timossi &  

Ms. Lori Viti 
Jeff Tindall 
Norman & Carol Traeger 
Mr. Kenneth Train & Mr. John Martin 
Ron & Evelyn Trauner 
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D. 
Mr. David Underwood &  

Ms. Kathleen O’Rourke 
Carol Jackson Upshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Vaccaro 
Prof. Gregory & Eleanor Van Acker 
Ms. Belinda C. Vega 
Van-Anh Vo 
Miss Eunice L. Vogel 
Rosemarie Wagner 
Peter Wald,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Robert Ward & Wai-Kit Ho 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Gary L. Woodruff 
Yue-Roe Wu 
Clement Xue^ 
Mr. David Yingling 
Linda & David Young 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Ming Zhao & Songqi Liu 
Anonymous,  

in memory of John Musgrave 
Anonymous (10) 
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  

J. Boyce Nute, 201– 

Kristina Flanagan, 2013–201 

Cathy MacNaughton, 
200–2013 

Mrs. Harry Wetzel§, 1995–2003 

Diane B. Wilsey, 19–1994  

Harriet Meyer Quarré§,  
Founding President, 
193–19  

FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$4,999 
Sophie Amidhozour^ 
Mr. Vikram Arora^ 
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 
Clodoaldo Barrera 
Nina & Charles E. Belle^ 
Ms. Lynn Berger 
Luke Bergstrom^ 
Paul§ & Kathy Bissinger 
Stephanie Block^ 
Dr. Wolfgang Bluhm &  

Michele J. Serocki Bluhm 
Maurizio Bonacini^ 
Andrew Border 
Gary Bottone 
Mr. Jim Bowsher 
Mr. Keith Boyle^ 
Ms. Susan Breyer 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Jess Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Karen Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem Prak 
Craig & Pamela Carper 
Ms. Tammy Chang^ 
Mel & Hella Cheitlin 
Thomas & Virginia Chen 
Kathy Chou^ 
Ms. Helen Christakos^ 
Mr. Kenneth Clark^ 
Ms. Mary Claugus 
Mr. James Clavin 
Lanier Coles^ 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. &  

Pilar Montero, Ph.D 
Clyde & Ann§ Coombs 
Dr. Linda Crabbe 
Holly & Michael Cuggino 
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 
Jan & Jeannie de Vries 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken DeJarnette 
Philip Deutch^ 
Ms. Barbara deVries^ 
Mrs. Elizabeth d’Hemery 
Nina Bancroft Dickerson 
Mr. Keith E. Doerge 
In loving memory of LeRoy Dorman 
Drysdale Family Foundation^ 
Claudia Dunsby^ 
Mr. James Eimers &  

Mr. Robert Wulff^ 
Diana & Brad Ekstrand^ 
Gregory & Anne M. Evans 
Aquila Farrell^ 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Robert & Jan Fenwick 
Nikola Filby 
Ellen Finch^ 
Firestone Family Foundation 
First Street Leather 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr^ 
Mason Ford^ 
Ms. Marcia L. Forman 
Janet Gallin & Sissel Ramirez 
Mr. Gary Garabedian^ 
David & Jennifer Gillespie 
Mr. Richard A. Goodman 
Mr. Edward C. Gordon 
Dr. Kathleen Grant &  

Dr. Thomas Jackson 
Dr. Patricia L. Griffin 
Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 
Lisa Guerra 
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 
Bronwyn H. Hall 
Mr. Ronald Harrison 
Ms. Karla Haynes^ 
Douglas Hayward & Dean Loumbas 
Natalia & Israel Hernandez^ 
Austin Hills & Farnoosh Hariri^ 
Linda Joyce Hodge 

Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard 
Bradford L. Humphrey 
Ed & Mary Jennings 
C. Darryl Jones, MD &  

David S. Goode 
Michael Katyryniuk & Jane Aldrich 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Varvara Kirchner^ 
Daniel Kocher 
Maj. Floyd R. Krey 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Armando Lacayo^ 
Drs. Rondall & Danielle Lane 
Peter Lee 
Shirley Lee^ 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Kathie & Dexter Lowry^ 
Frances Lozano 
Ms. Janet Luck &  

Mr. Stephen Kealhofer 
John Major 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras^ 
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick 
M. Romanello 
Dr. Pamela Marron^ 
Mr. Jorge Maumer 
Robert McDowell 
Caryl McIvor 
Dr. Stephen Missall &  

Mrs. Lucia Danilo-Missall^ 
Deborah Mosser^ 
Pamela Murdock 
Christopher Newell^ 
Nancy Ninegar 
Nancy & Matt Noel 
Nancy Ober Alward &  

Eugene Alward 
Richard & Barbara Odlin Foundation 
Adam O’Donnell^ 
Dr. Karen Offen 
Mr. Timothy Offensend &  

Mr. Peter Graney 
Douglas & Elke A. Paul 
Skip Paul,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Jason Perry & Brian Rusch 
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham 
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Justice Stuart & Mrs. Lee Pollak 
Herb Potter§ 
Alisa & Kevin Ratner^ 
John & Elizabeth Riccitiello^ 
Erica Rosenblatt &  

Andrew Rosenblatt, MD 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
Floyd W. Ross 
Mrs. Joan Rost 
Mr. Paul L. Rowe &  

Mr. R. Michael Sereno 
Mr. Roger Royse^ 
Stephen & Marcia Ruben 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Francis Ryu 
Rushil Saini^ 
Jay Sanchez 
Ms. Guadalupe Santoyo 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard 
Louise Schine^ 
Mr. Daniel Schoerner &  

Ms. Donna Pitteri 
Mr. Paul Setziol 
Ms. Jeannette Shelton^ 
Alek Shestakov 
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva 
Mr. Matthew Simis^ 
Marjorie Simon 
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter 
Judith & Walter Sleeth 

Mr. Jordan H. Smith 
Andrea Sobrato^ 
Ina Stangenes^ 
Dr. Nell Stinson,  

in memory of Melchior Thompson 
Mr. Randall J. Strossen &  

Ms. Elizabeth Hammond^ 
David Q. Sun,  

in honor of Jessica Zhang 
Ms. Pamela Tao 
Mona Tavss^ 
Ms. Trudy Teismann 
Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD 
Mr. Frank Trumbower^ 
Gisela & Peter Turner 
Twin Peaks Tavern 
Mary & Terry Vogt 
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 
Mr. Tom Wabinski 
Mr. Thomas F. Culp &  

Mr. Charles Wagner 
Susan Walker 
Ms. Peggy A. Wall &  

Mr. Robert Slyker 
Analee (Ani) Weaver 
Mrs. Barbara Weinberg,  

in memory of Matthew Weinberg 
Stephen & Joan Weinstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Cory White 
Diana & Nelson Wild,  

in honor of  
The Opera Costume Shop 

Ronald B. Wilkerson 
John R. Williams 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Qiong Wu^ 
Margaret VB Wurtele 
Ms. Mai Mai & Mr. Paul Wythes 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Betty Yu 
Pierluigi Zappacosta &  

Enrica D’Ettorre 
Bingyuan Zhang^,  

in memory of Kang Zhang 
Mrs. Linda Elliott Zider 
Anonymous (6) 
 
M E DA L L I O N  
$5,000–$7,499 
Norm Abramson,  

in memory of David Beery 
Ms. Lilli Alberga &  

Mr. Laurence Bardoff 
laire Allphin 
Noah Alweiss 
Francesca & Jeff Amann^ 
Robert C. Anderson 
Ms. Kay Auciello,  

in honor of Joe & Faye Auciello 
Ms. Ann Baer^ 
Alisa J. Baker 
Zachary Baker 
Ms. Virginia Bamford 
William H. Barnaby 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron 
Darren Bechtel &  

Samantha DuVall Bechtel 
Samantha & Darren Bechtel Family 

Foundation 
Mr. Riccardo Benavides^ 
Diane S. Bettencourt &  

Thomas Hockridge 
Josef§ & Marion Betz^ 
Lock & Ellie Bingham 
Gay-Lynn & Robert Blanding^ 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Matthew & Sarah Brockmeyer 
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby 
Audrius Budrys 

Don Buhman & Wray Humphrey§ 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Kathleen Burke & Ralph Davis,  

in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman 
& in memory of  
Paul M. Crane Dorfman 

Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas^ 
John C. Callan 
Richard Caplin, MD 
Betty J. Carmack 
Janet Carpenter 
Noah Carr^ 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Dr. Heidi H. Cary 
Edith & David Cassel 
Solomon Cera 
Nana Chancellor^ 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase 
The Chavez Family Foundation,  

in honor of Jerome & Thao Dodson 
Tracy Chen^ 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Carol T. Christ 
Richard & Susan Christie 
Lillian Chun 
Frederick Chung & Kimberly Chun 
Rudy Ciuca§ & Joseph Lawrence 
Hilary & Richard Clark^ 
Ms. Carlyn Clause &  

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
Thierry Bui & Paul Clifford 
Catherine Coates 
Vicki L. Coe M.D. & Jennifer Mitchell 
Sol & Kate Coffino 
Renee Coker 
Elizabeth Connell-Nielsen &  

Devan Nielsen 
Blair Cooter 
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz^ 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
C. Dory Culver & Walter Nirenberg 
Richard Cuneo &  

Mary Ann Sebastiani Cuneo 
Dr. James Cuthbertson 
Mr. A. S. Damji^ 
Ms. Caroline Daniels 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Patricia Dixon 
Carol & Dixon Doll,  

in honor of John Gunn 
Sandra D. Donnell &  

Justin M. Faggioli 
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley§ 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 
William Douglass 
Katherine Herrick Drake 
Ms. Sharon Duggan,  

in memory of  
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 

Dawn Dunlop 
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn 
William Duxler 
Stefan & Wendy Dyckerhoff^ 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Bob Ellis,  

in honor of John Gunn 
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 
Pauline Eveillard & Douglas Gould 
Richard & Patricia Farnsworth 
Drs. Bette & James Felton 
Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim 
Jessena Finn 
Bob & Elizabeth Fisher 
Rick & Debra Fisher 
Dr. Harvey & Mrs. Deborah Fishman 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Mr. Roger W. Fong 
Sarah W. Freedman & Ronald Levy 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 

§ deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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Bob McIntosh 
MCLM Charitable Fund,  

in honor of Mr. Peter Franco 
Jason McPhate 
Weishen Mead 
Mr. & Mrs. Meckler 
Meredith Meeks^ 
Laurie Mettier Hills 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Miller 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. H. William Mirbach 
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Mr. Charles J. Morgan 
Mr. Joshua J. Morgan III 
John & Frances Mori 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Susan Munn 
Pamela Munster 
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz 
Andrea Debra Muro 
Andrew Murphy & Michelle Duffy 
Elizabeth Murray 
Chandru Murthi 
Ms. Susan E. Neeman 
Mr. Russell Nelson 
Shivaun Nestor 
Peggy L. Newton 
Steven Ng§ & Mark Posner 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Mr. Richard Niemi 
Ron & Betsy Niewiarowski 
Jim & Brenda§ Nirenstein 
Wendy & Craig Nishizaki 
Brent McGee & Steven Oakey 
Mr. Walter C. Oberndorf^ 
Judith Ocken 
John OConnell, in memory of  

Connie & Bert OConnell 
Dr. Michael & Dr. Patricia O’Connor 
Lori Ogden Moore 
Helen Olgaard & Christian Olgaard 
Robert & Donna Oliver 
Ms. Portia Osborne 
Mrs. Gabriella Papale^ 
Ellice & James Papp 
Julian T.§ & Robin M.W. Parer 
Ms. Rachel Parker & Mr. Timothy Parker 
Craig Pennington 
Serena Perfetto 
Ms. Florence Perot 
Trond Petersen 
Peter Jaret & Steven Peterson 
Susan D Peterson 
Tarissa Peterson^ 
Irina Petkova 
Pamela Philbert & Marty Greist 
Allen & Joyce§ Phipps 
Steve & Meg Piatek 
Dr. Judith Pickersgill 
Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schafer 
Paula Polley 
Roy Pollock 
Ms. Carol Ponzio 
Sheila K. Press 
Gregory Price 
Louis Ptacek 
Ms. Simone Quarré &  

Ms. Veronica Faussner 
Ms. Frances Quittel 
Rossannah Reeves 
Mr. Victor J. Revenko 
Ms. Marie Reybear 
Ms. Sue Richard 
Lynn Richards & John Leong 
The Rev. James &  

Lori Korleski Richardson 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 
Mr. William P. Robb 
Marc Robbins 

Wayne & Murphy Robins 
Mary Ellen Rockdale & Michael Lazur 
Saul & Barbara Rockman 
Janet & Michael Rodriguez 
Larissa Roesch^ 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 
Heli Roiha & Terry McKelvey 
Ms. Jane H. Rokita 
Mrs. Judy Romanenkov 
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt 
Mr. James Rumbaugh &  

Ms. Madeline Morrow 
Ms. Alexandra Rutherford 
Barbara Sahm & Steven Winkel 
Na’ilah Sakin^ 
Dr. Sean McCarthy & Mr. Bert Salyga 
Laurie Samitaur Smith 
San Francisco Opera Guild— 

Marin Chapter 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Mr. Richard Savoy 
Philip Sawyer 
Minta Scala,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
Ms. Janine Scancarelli & Mr. 

Christopher McMahon 
Frank Schirrmeister 
Sondra Schlesinger 
Dr. Paula Schlesinger 
Mr. James Scillian 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Carolyn Senger, MD, MPH, FACPM 
Robyn & Mark Setzen 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Mr. Donald R. Share 
Vandana & Arvind Sharma 
Deborah Sharpe 
Nicole Sheehan^ 
Jennifer & Mike Shepard 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Sheri & Paul Siegel 
Scott Silveira 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Joyce Smith 
Kori Smith^ 
Ms. Sarah Marie Smith 
Roz Soheili^ 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Alan Seem & Sonia Soo 
Silvia Sorell,  

in memory of Daniel F. Kane, Jr. 
Michael & Susan Southworth 
Robert Leland Speer 
Allyson & Christopher Spence 
Mr. William Stanisich & Mr. Jim Meyer 
Joelle Steefel 
Carol & Harvey Steiman 
Jana & Gary Stein 
Mr. Robert M. Stenburg 
Mrs. Susanne Stevens,  

in memory of Barbara J. Ross 
Ian E. Stockdale & Ruth Leibig 
John Stocker 
Mr. Daniel J. Stofle 
Kenneth B. Stokes 
Grover & Gretchen Stone 
Lawrence Stone & Margaret Jongleux 
Arthur Strange 
Mrs. Karen Streicher 
Mrs. Catherine Stroup 
Marilyn R. Sugar 
Mr. Marc Sugiyama 
A Bryce Sumnick 
Marco Tamagno & Nancy Ramos 
Joanne Taylor 
Barbara Augusta Teichert 
Nancy E. Terry 
Ms. LaVergne Thomas 
William Laney Thornton &  

Pasha Dritt Thornton 
William Thurston 
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder 

Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Ms. Roseanna Torretto 
Gunnel Tottie 
Mr. Thomas Tragardh &  

Mr. David Cortez 
Tom & Gale Trainor 
Jeanie Nieri Treichel 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Ms. Thea Turner 
Ulferts Center USA Inc. 
Ms. Jeanine Valadez &  

Ms. Reynette K. Au 
Christine Valentine 
Mr. Timothy Van Voris 
Dr. Marsha Vande Berg 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Sanjeev Vraitch 
Ms. Margaret Wadhwani 
Dr. & Ms. William B. Walker 
Kira Wampler 
Mr. Eugene T. Wang 
Edna Lee Warnecke & Jim Marks 
David Warren 
Ann & Thomas A. Watrous 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Weiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Weissman 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Mr. David Wheeler 
Mr. Dennis White 
David Wick 
Gayle Wiesner 
Peter Wiley & Valerie Barth 
Douglas W. Williams &  

Madelyn C. Bedig-Williams 
David Wilson 
Peter & Georgia Windhorst 
Michael Wirthlin,  

in memory of Bob & Joan Wirthlin 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Rebecca Kelly Photography 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Wolheim 
Brendan Wood 
Elisabeth Woody 
Katherine Worn 
Ms. Evelyn Yang 
Lin Yeiser Coonan 
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh 
Dan Yu & James Chou 
Song Yu 
Mr. Ingu Yun 
Dr. Katherine Yung 
Chen Zhang 
Iris Zhang & Peng Lu 
Mrs. Hong Zhou,  

in memory of Zhou Changyi 
Mr. & Mrs. Mel Ziegler 
Ms. Elisa R. Zitano 
Anonymous,  

in memory of Jeroen Knops 
Anonymous (22) 
 
D I VA  
$2,000–$2,999 
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Mr. Jacob Alexander 
Richard Alexander^ 
Mr. Jack Alotto 
Mr.§ & Mrs. Anthony Arlen 
Leslie L. Altick 
Norby Anderson,  

in honor of Antonia Cross,  
James Cross, & Charles Antonen 

Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baldocchi 
Ms. Virginia Bale 
David N. Barnard 
Albert Bartridge 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Ms. Elizabeth Beitzel 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem 
Mr. Robert Bingham &  

Ms. Carol Kearns^ 
Beverley & Ron Borelli^ 

In memoriam to usher Chip Heath 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Marilyn & Marvin§ Brenner^ 
Jennifer Brokaw & Michael Fry 
Rada Brooks^ 
Robert Brown^ 
Ms. Nancy Brown-Williamson 
Mr. Gerald Cahill &  

Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Dr. Karen Castle 
Victor Cautis 
Ms. Betty Chang 
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause 
Robert Clark 
Barbara Cohen 
Lawrence Cohn 
Elizabeth Colton 
Moira Conzelman 
Mr. Douglas E. Cowden 
Robin Critelli 
Mr. Christopher Davies 
Kwame & Dana Asabere 
Marta De Pierris 
Mr. Scott Devereaux 
Thomas & Veronica Devitt 
Mr. Eric Dew 
Mr. Barry Dixon 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & 

Dr. Kathy E. Down 
Stephanie Dunn^ 
Fynnette Eaton & James Miller 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman 
Randall & Marcia Edson 
Paula & Donald Eismann 
Ms. Judi Elman 
Jennifer Emerson 
Anne & Peter Esmonde 
Glenn Etow^ 
Ms. May Fair 
Ms. Sandra Farris^ 
Mr. Steve N. Fecher 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Peggy W. Forbes & Harry Bremond 
Mr. Steven W. Frank 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Elise & Tully Friedman 
Dan & Kate Funk 
Patricia Galante 
John & Paula Gambs 
Candace & Vincent Gaudiani 
Gilbert A. Gibson 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Ms. Margot Golding &  

Mr. Michael Powers 
Robert & Sally Goldman 
Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar 
Galina Gomberg 
Ms. JoAnn Close & Mr. Michael Good 
Karen Gottlieb 
Ms. Shelley W. Gottlieb 
Erich S. Gruen 
Ergin Guney^ 
Richard Ruby & Catherine Habiger,  

in honor of Isabel Ruby 
James Haire & Timothy Cole 
Dr. S. Hand 
Eric & Krista Hanson 
Mr. Auros A. Harman &  

Mx. Plymouth H. Ansbergs 
Emmanuelle Henry 
Parki Hoeschler 
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug 

Hammerich^ 
Barbara Holt 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Hing On Hsu 
Jiang Hu 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Leslie & George Hume,  

in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Andrea G. Julian 
Ms. Leslie Karren 

Margo & Leonard Karstadt^ 
Bob & Pam Keagy 
Kathryn Kearney 
Alesandra Keys^ 
Scott & Jan Kilner 
Barbara & David Kimport 
Kenneth Krueger & Faustin Bray 
Eva Kryska 
Ms. Tracy Lamond 
Steve Lavezzoli 
Fay Lee 
Judith B. Leedy 
Courtney S. Clarkson &  

Roy C. Leggitt 
Ms. Lamar Leland 
Mr. Jeff D. Leonard &  

Mr. Noel Flores^ 
Ellen & Barry Levine 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
MaryJo & Owen Lopez-Oneal 
Ms. Priscilla Lore 
Ann K. Ludwig 
Kurtice Luther 
Stephen & Emily Magowan 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Mally 
Richard A. Marciano &  

Teresa Middleton 
Mr. Nicholas Markevich^ 
Paula Markovitz 
Jason Marks 
Agustin Martinez 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Henry Massey & Amie Chang 
Mrs. Charlene Mathias 
Ms. Susan McConkey 
Michael Mensik 
Kerry Messer,  

in memory of Nina Foran Gee 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 
Karnig & Santoukht Silva Mikaelian 
Ann Marie Mix 
Mr. J. Jeffrey Mojcher 
In memory of Kyoko Hoshiga Mukai & 

Cromwell D. Mukai 
Scott Mullins 
Mr. Nicholas Munson &  

Mr. Daniel Walinsky 
Rozita Naghshin 
Sheila & Paul Nahi^ 
Victoria I. Nakamura 
Mr. Anthony Nash &  

Mrs. Dorene Cotter 
Lenora Nelson-Desmas 
Karen & Stephen Nicholls 
Mr. Johnnie Norway &  

Mr. Richard Cardello 
Mr. Jim O’Brien 
Mr. Stephen R. Olsen 
Bruce Osterweil & Patricia Furlong 
Fran & John O’Sullivan 
Erica Pascal & Mike Hostetler 
Mrs. Meta L. Pasternak 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Andrew & Myrto Petreas 
Ms. Erika Portillo^ 
Susan K. Prather 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Felice S. Price 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 
Susan Quinn 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Julie & David Ransom 
Ms. Judy Reynolds 
Rosaline & Heinz Rimann 
Michelle Marie Ritchie 
Ms. Deborah Rohan 
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Mr. John D. Rosin^ 
Mary Ellen Rossi 
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &  

Kimberly Mark Webb,  
in memory of Carole B. Berg 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED
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Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Louise Adler Sampson 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Mr. John Santibanes 
Mr. Benjamin Schein 
Robert P. Schneider 
Mrs. Helen Schulak 
Katie & Kevin Semien^ 
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
James R. Shevock 
Mr. Basil Shikin 
William & Judith Shilstone 
Ms. Christine W. Silver 
Gaurav Singh 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith &  

Ms. Theresa Lahey 
Timothy & Ilia Smith 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Dr. Richard Sogg 
Howard & Sarah Solomon 

Foundation,  
in memory of Susan Marineau 

Kim Spitler & Richard Dulin,  
in memory of Gregg C. Spitler 

Ms. Judy Stamps 
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
Dr. Susan K. Stevens 
David Sun 
Ms. Susan K. Tanner 
Jonathan Thames &  

Nicole Gallmann Thames^ 
Cole Thomason-Redus 
D. Thompson 
Mr. Christopher Timossi &  

Ms. Lori Viti 
Jeff Tindall 
Norman & Carol Traeger 
Mr. Kenneth Train & Mr. John Martin 
Ron & Evelyn Trauner 
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D. 
Mr. David Underwood &  

Ms. Kathleen O’Rourke 
Carol Jackson Upshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Vaccaro 
Prof. Gregory & Eleanor Van Acker 
Ms. Belinda C. Vega 
Van-Anh Vo 
Miss Eunice L. Vogel 
Rosemarie Wagner 
Peter Wald,  

in memory of Susan Marineau 
Robert Ward & Wai-Kit Ho 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Gary L. Woodruff 
Yue-Roe Wu 
Clement Xue^ 
Mr. David Yingling 
Linda & David Young 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Ming Zhao & Songqi Liu 
Anonymous,  

in memory of John Musgrave 
Anonymous (10) 
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  

J. Boyce Nute, 201– 

Kristina Flanagan, 2013–201 

Cathy MacNaughton, 
200–2013 

Mrs. Harry Wetzel§, 1995–2003 

Diane B. Wilsey, 19–1994  

Harriet Meyer Quarré§,  
Founding President, 
193–19  

FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$4,999 
Sophie Amidhozour^ 
Mr. Vikram Arora^ 
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 
Clodoaldo Barrera 
Nina & Charles E. Belle^ 
Ms. Lynn Berger 
Luke Bergstrom^ 
Paul§ & Kathy Bissinger 
Stephanie Block^ 
Dr. Wolfgang Bluhm &  

Michele J. Serocki Bluhm 
Maurizio Bonacini^ 
Andrew Border 
Gary Bottone 
Mr. Jim Bowsher 
Mr. Keith Boyle^ 
Ms. Susan Breyer 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Jess Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Karen Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem Prak 
Craig & Pamela Carper 
Ms. Tammy Chang^ 
Mel & Hella Cheitlin 
Thomas & Virginia Chen 
Kathy Chou^ 
Ms. Helen Christakos^ 
Mr. Kenneth Clark^ 
Ms. Mary Claugus 
Mr. James Clavin 
Lanier Coles^ 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. &  

Pilar Montero, Ph.D 
Clyde & Ann§ Coombs 
Dr. Linda Crabbe 
Holly & Michael Cuggino 
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 
Jan & Jeannie de Vries 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken DeJarnette 
Philip Deutch^ 
Ms. Barbara deVries^ 
Mrs. Elizabeth d’Hemery 
Nina Bancroft Dickerson 
Mr. Keith E. Doerge 
In loving memory of LeRoy Dorman 
Drysdale Family Foundation^ 
Claudia Dunsby^ 
Mr. James Eimers &  

Mr. Robert Wulff^ 
Diana & Brad Ekstrand^ 
Gregory & Anne M. Evans 
Aquila Farrell^ 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Robert & Jan Fenwick 
Nikola Filby 
Ellen Finch^ 
Firestone Family Foundation 
First Street Leather 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr^ 
Mason Ford^ 
Ms. Marcia L. Forman 
Janet Gallin & Sissel Ramirez 
Mr. Gary Garabedian^ 
David & Jennifer Gillespie 
Mr. Richard A. Goodman 
Mr. Edward C. Gordon 
Dr. Kathleen Grant &  

Dr. Thomas Jackson 
Dr. Patricia L. Griffin 
Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 
Lisa Guerra 
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 
Bronwyn H. Hall 
Mr. Ronald Harrison 
Ms. Karla Haynes^ 
Douglas Hayward & Dean Loumbas 
Natalia & Israel Hernandez^ 
Austin Hills & Farnoosh Hariri^ 
Linda Joyce Hodge 

Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard 
Bradford L. Humphrey 
Ed & Mary Jennings 
C. Darryl Jones, MD &  

David S. Goode 
Michael Katyryniuk & Jane Aldrich 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Varvara Kirchner^ 
Daniel Kocher 
Maj. Floyd R. Krey 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Armando Lacayo^ 
Drs. Rondall & Danielle Lane 
Peter Lee 
Shirley Lee^ 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Kathie & Dexter Lowry^ 
Frances Lozano 
Ms. Janet Luck &  

Mr. Stephen Kealhofer 
John Major 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras^ 
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick 
M. Romanello 
Dr. Pamela Marron^ 
Mr. Jorge Maumer 
Robert McDowell 
Caryl McIvor 
Dr. Stephen Missall &  

Mrs. Lucia Danilo-Missall^ 
Deborah Mosser^ 
Pamela Murdock 
Christopher Newell^ 
Nancy Ninegar 
Nancy & Matt Noel 
Nancy Ober Alward &  

Eugene Alward 
Richard & Barbara Odlin Foundation 
Adam O’Donnell^ 
Dr. Karen Offen 
Mr. Timothy Offensend &  

Mr. Peter Graney 
Douglas & Elke A. Paul 
Skip Paul,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Jason Perry & Brian Rusch 
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham 
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Justice Stuart & Mrs. Lee Pollak 
Herb Potter§ 
Alisa & Kevin Ratner^ 
John & Elizabeth Riccitiello^ 
Erica Rosenblatt &  

Andrew Rosenblatt, MD 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
Floyd W. Ross 
Mrs. Joan Rost 
Mr. Paul L. Rowe &  

Mr. R. Michael Sereno 
Mr. Roger Royse^ 
Stephen & Marcia Ruben 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Francis Ryu 
Rushil Saini^ 
Jay Sanchez 
Ms. Guadalupe Santoyo 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard 
Louise Schine^ 
Mr. Daniel Schoerner &  

Ms. Donna Pitteri 
Mr. Paul Setziol 
Ms. Jeannette Shelton^ 
Alek Shestakov 
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva 
Mr. Matthew Simis^ 
Marjorie Simon 
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter 
Judith & Walter Sleeth 

Mr. Jordan H. Smith 
Andrea Sobrato^ 
Ina Stangenes^ 
Dr. Nell Stinson,  

in memory of Melchior Thompson 
Mr. Randall J. Strossen &  

Ms. Elizabeth Hammond^ 
David Q. Sun,  

in honor of Jessica Zhang 
Ms. Pamela Tao 
Mona Tavss^ 
Ms. Trudy Teismann 
Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD 
Mr. Frank Trumbower^ 
Gisela & Peter Turner 
Twin Peaks Tavern 
Mary & Terry Vogt 
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 
Mr. Tom Wabinski 
Mr. Thomas F. Culp &  

Mr. Charles Wagner 
Susan Walker 
Ms. Peggy A. Wall &  

Mr. Robert Slyker 
Analee (Ani) Weaver 
Mrs. Barbara Weinberg,  

in memory of Matthew Weinberg 
Stephen & Joan Weinstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Cory White 
Diana & Nelson Wild,  

in honor of  
The Opera Costume Shop 

Ronald B. Wilkerson 
John R. Williams 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Qiong Wu^ 
Margaret VB Wurtele 
Ms. Mai Mai & Mr. Paul Wythes 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Betty Yu 
Pierluigi Zappacosta &  

Enrica D’Ettorre 
Bingyuan Zhang^,  

in memory of Kang Zhang 
Mrs. Linda Elliott Zider 
Anonymous (6) 
 
M E DA L L I O N  
$5,000–$7,499 
Norm Abramson,  

in memory of David Beery 
Ms. Lilli Alberga &  

Mr. Laurence Bardoff 
laire Allphin 
Noah Alweiss 
Francesca & Jeff Amann^ 
Robert C. Anderson 
Ms. Kay Auciello,  

in honor of Joe & Faye Auciello 
Ms. Ann Baer^ 
Alisa J. Baker 
Zachary Baker 
Ms. Virginia Bamford 
William H. Barnaby 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron 
Darren Bechtel &  

Samantha DuVall Bechtel 
Samantha & Darren Bechtel Family 

Foundation 
Mr. Riccardo Benavides^ 
Diane S. Bettencourt &  

Thomas Hockridge 
Josef§ & Marion Betz^ 
Lock & Ellie Bingham 
Gay-Lynn & Robert Blanding^ 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Matthew & Sarah Brockmeyer 
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby 
Audrius Budrys 

Don Buhman & Wray Humphrey§ 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Kathleen Burke & Ralph Davis,  

in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman 
& in memory of  
Paul M. Crane Dorfman 

Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas^ 
John C. Callan 
Richard Caplin, MD 
Betty J. Carmack 
Janet Carpenter 
Noah Carr^ 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Dr. Heidi H. Cary 
Edith & David Cassel 
Solomon Cera 
Nana Chancellor^ 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase 
The Chavez Family Foundation,  

in honor of Jerome & Thao Dodson 
Tracy Chen^ 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Carol T. Christ 
Richard & Susan Christie 
Lillian Chun 
Frederick Chung & Kimberly Chun 
Rudy Ciuca§ & Joseph Lawrence 
Hilary & Richard Clark^ 
Ms. Carlyn Clause &  

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
Thierry Bui & Paul Clifford 
Catherine Coates 
Vicki L. Coe M.D. & Jennifer Mitchell 
Sol & Kate Coffino 
Renee Coker 
Elizabeth Connell-Nielsen &  

Devan Nielsen 
Blair Cooter 
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz^ 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
C. Dory Culver & Walter Nirenberg 
Richard Cuneo &  

Mary Ann Sebastiani Cuneo 
Dr. James Cuthbertson 
Mr. A. S. Damji^ 
Ms. Caroline Daniels 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Patricia Dixon 
Carol & Dixon Doll,  

in honor of John Gunn 
Sandra D. Donnell &  

Justin M. Faggioli 
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley§ 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 
William Douglass 
Katherine Herrick Drake 
Ms. Sharon Duggan,  

in memory of  
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 

Dawn Dunlop 
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn 
William Duxler 
Stefan & Wendy Dyckerhoff^ 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Bob Ellis,  

in honor of John Gunn 
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 
Pauline Eveillard & Douglas Gould 
Richard & Patricia Farnsworth 
Drs. Bette & James Felton 
Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim 
Jessena Finn 
Bob & Elizabeth Fisher 
Rick & Debra Fisher 
Dr. Harvey & Mrs. Deborah Fishman 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Mr. Roger W. Fong 
Sarah W. Freedman & Ronald Levy 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 

§ deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi &  
Ms. Monica Lopez 

Ms. Malin Giddings 
Douglas Gilmour 
Bernd Girod 
Brendan Glackin & Emily Arnold 
Jeanne Glennon 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. &  

Sandee Blechman 
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston 
Mr. Ravi Goswani 
Philip Goward & Theodore Ueki 
Fred & Maggie Grauer 
Diane Green 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
Sallie Griffith 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Maud Hallin 
Charles F. Hanes 
Mr. Scott Harrop 
Coreen Hartley 
Arif Hasyim & John Marcom 
Mr. Richard B. Hechler &  

Ms. Malin Giddings^ 
Mr. & Mrs. David Heller^ 
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 
Zheyla M. Henriksen^ 
Martha Hertelendy^ 
Peggy Hill 
Terry Hill 
S. C. Hoffman 
Greg Haines & Stacy Hoover Haines,  

in memory of Alan L. Hoover 
Mr. Larry Horton 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Joanne Howard 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
Adnan & Sharmeen Iqbal 
Mr. Homi Irani & Ms. Anna Yonemura 
Louise Ireland 
Sharif Jacob 
Douglas & Sandra Jamieson^ 
Megan & Michael Janis^ 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Robin & Virginia Jaquith 
Katharine Jarman 
Mr. Frank H. Jernigan &  

Andrew Faulk M.D.^ 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Barbara E. Jones,  

in memory of William E. Jones 
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak 
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English 
Abi Kandasamy &  

Alfred Sivathondan 
Marilyn & Steve Kapaun^ 
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
Daniel Kelley 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Kathleen Kenney 
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat 
Mehrzad Khajenoori 
Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee 
Thomas D. King 
Dick & Marianne Kipper 
Victoria Kirby 
Virginia Koenig 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Labe 
Barbara Laferriere 
William R. Lambert 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Melissa & Laurence Lasky 
James & Katherine Lau^ 
Aiko Lavine 
Julie Lee^ 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle & Vincenta Leigh 
Mr. Donald R. Leighton &  

Mr. Hector Yee 
Carol Leitch & Nanci Leitch 
Kathleen Leones 
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 

Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Andrea Lin 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin 
Steve Chiang & Sandy Lin-Chiang^ 
Steve & Judy Lipson 
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung &  

Mr. Warren E. Miller 
J. W. Mailliard, Jr. Trust 
Roger A. Mann, M.D. 
Raheleh Mansoor Keyani^ 
Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 
Ms. Susan Marsch^ 
Colleen & Rob Marsh 
Margaret McCaul 
Marcia McConnell 
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Sharon McNalley 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Mr. David Mellor 
David & Amy Mendenhall 
Mrs. Eva Meyerson Milgrom 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Mrs. Khadija Midgley 
Amanda Minami 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker 
Ruth Murad 
Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
Joseph C. Najpaver,  

in memory of Deana Logan 
Joyce Newstat^ 
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 
Alexander Nourafshan 
Ms. Ann M. O’Leary 
Mrs. Sarah Olson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Catherine A Owen MD 
Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 
Barbara Paschke 
Jay & Nimisha Patel^ 
Berniece Patterson 
Ms. Karmen Ching-Ju Peng 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
Susan D. Peterson 
Frances Petrocelli 
Van-Anh Po,  

in honor of Thao Dodson 
Dr. Lynn Ponton &  

Mr. Steven Zimmerman 
Richard & Alan Power-Lum 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Pam & Jack Preston^ 
Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead,  

in honor of Johann Joson 
Margaret & Vic Quattrin 
Ms. Nora Quattrin 
Samuel Dwight Thomas Rabinowitz 
Ramchandra Rajeshinde^ 
Charles & Patricia Raven 
Suzanne & Robert§ Redfern-West 
Ms. Elizabeth Reed 
Patricia Rees-Miller 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Reuben, Junius & Rose, LLP &  

James & Sheryl Reuben 
Zack & Orli Rinat 
Ronald Rogness 
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 
Konstantinos Roussos 
John E. Ruden 
Mr. Joseph Saveri^ 
Saveri Family^ 
Megan Scacco^ 
Mr. Carl Schaper &  

Mr. Benjamin Backus 
Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 
Michael & Leslie Schroeder 
Steve & Sally Schroeder 
John R. Schwabacher Family 
Pamela W. Sebastian 

Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 
Drs. Andrey Shaw & Cynthia Florin 
Peter§ & Helen Sheaff 
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 
Dr. & Mrs. David T. Shen 
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa &  

Mr. Edwin Guarino Jr.§ 
Steven E. Shladover 
Neal H. Shorstein, MD 
Jean Shuler 
David & Barbara Sloss 
Mr. Mark Small 
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Pamela D. Smith & Roger L. Potash 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kristin Sorensen & Danny Tran^ 
Gideon§ & Cheryl Sorokin 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein 
Michael & Susanna Steinberg 
Alex Still & Martha Ferguson 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Dr.§ & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr. 
Joshua & Cristin Szarek^ 
Sharon & John Tastor 
Leigh Teece 
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 
Krista & Gerard Terstiege 
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Mrs. Nancy Unobskey 
Greg Vaisberg 
Abel Valadez & Juliana Parente 
James Vandermade 
Ms. Jessica Vapnek 
Carol A. Weitz 
Beth & Marvin Wenger,  

in honor of John Schwabacher 
Mr. Keith C. Wetmore &  

Mr. Andrew Hinek^ 
Wildcat Cove Foundation 
Erika Williams 
Ann L. Williamson 
Mason & Wendy 
Faye Constance Wilson 
Barbara Wollschleger Smith 
Ms. Shirley Woo 
Heather Young 
Lowell S. Young & Celeste Young 
Philana & David Yu^ 
Christopher & Priscilla Zaccalini 
Cameron Zarringhalam^ 
Frank Zepeda 
Leslie Zimmerman 
Alllan & Diane Zingeler 
Anonymous,  

in honor of Ms. Lori Harrison 
Anonymous () 
 
B R O N Z E  
$7,500–$14,999 
Randy Adams 
Mr. Jerry Ainsworth 
Ms. Dorothy I. Anderson,  

in honor of Mr. Henry P. Anderson 
Mr. Ernesto Alfaro & Mr. Robert Noga 
CDenise Anker 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
James Babcock 
Linda S. Barrett 
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 
Roy C. Bergstrom 
Patricia Berkowitz 
Mrs. Allison Blackman,  

in memory of Peter Cannon 
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Lucia Bogatay &  

Thomas D. Wickens§ 
Debora Booth 

Mrs. Theresa Braun,  
in honor of Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 

Mrs. Karen Broido 
Joseph & Linda Bronson 
Bvlgari^ 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
Dr. Marcia A. Bush 
Dr. James M. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey 
Park & Joan Chamberlain 
Jeffrey Chambers &  

Andrea Okamura 
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 
Drs. Devron & Valerie Char 
Ms. Mary Chen 
Hazel Clegg 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Cohen 
Dr. Charles Connor &  

Ms. Parisa Ghezelbash 
Coterie Senior Living 
Michael & Jean Couch 
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil^ 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Ms. Olivia Hsu Decker^ 
Ms. Lisa Delan 
Pam DeWeerd 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli 
The Dolby Family,  

in honor of Keith Geeslin 
Barbara J. Dwyer^ 
Nancy J. English 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Cheryl Fippen 
Ken Fong 
Virginia Foo^ 
Linle & Jim Froeb^ 
K Gabrielson 
Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad &  

Mohsen Gamshad 
Nanette Gartrell, M.D. &  

Dee Mosbacher, M.D., Ph.D.,  
in honor of Ms. Patricia Racette &  
Ms. Beth Clayton-Artist 

Mr. Rich Gerhardt 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Dr.§ & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Mary W. Graves 
Ms. Violet Grgich &  

Mr. Colin Shipman 
Mr. Howard Grobstein 
Ms. Amy Grossman 
Raymond & Amanda Haas 
Ms. Mary Hackenbracht &  

Mr. Buck Gee 
John & Johnnie Hafernik,  

in memory of Betty Bekgran 
P. J. Handeland 
Frederic Harwood 
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai,  

in memory of Georjean Heller 
Martha & Michael Helms 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh^ 
Mr. Daniel Hersh 
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier§^ 
Janet Hohbach 
Dr. Susan Holbrook &  

Dr. James Florey 
Vincent & Christina Hu 
Marie Oh Huber & John Huber 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Barbara J. R. Jones 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

Dr. David D. Stein 
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy 
Ms. Kathryn Kersey 
Mr. F. Curt Kirschner Jr.^ 
Sven E. Kjaersgaard 

Linda & Robert§ Klett 
Karen Kline & Dr. Jerome Hanowsky 
Ms. Wanda Kownacki 
Regina Lackner 
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott Sagan 
Kurt A. Latta 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Mr. Richard Layne 
Ayleen Ito & Emory Lee§ 
Ms. Miranda Leonard 
Allan Lerch,  

in memory of Anne Lerch 
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson 
Mingming Li^ 
Connie & Robert Loarie 
Dr. & Mrs.§ H. H. Loomis, Jr. 
Nathaniel Lopez 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
Lui Family 
Cheryl Samantha &  

Laurence R. Lyons Ph.D. 
Lori & David Marquardt 
Dr. David Matuszak &  

Ms. Maureen Hunter 
Michael & Kimberli McCallum 
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 
Linda M. McKay 
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 
Peter Meier 
Robert Meister &  

Sasmeeta Srivastava 
Ms. Judith Mendelsohn^ 
Karen Merritt 
David Kremer & Marla Miller 
Dale & Sue Missimer Fund 
Lisa Moore 
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin§ 
Ronald D. Morrison 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu^ 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Janet Napolitano 
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 
Lisa & Marcus Ogawa— 

Small River Foundation 
Jeraldine Palazzi 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D. 
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder 
Mary & Bill Poland,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
Ajay Puri^ 
Varda Rabin 
Melissa Ribeiro^ 
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein^ 
Scott Riegelhaupt-Herzig 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 
Arthur & Keiko Roosa 
Deborah M. & Thomas Rosch^ 
Yvette & Philip Rosedale 
Elizabeth & Yassen Roussev 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
Ms. Beth Scanlan^ 
Randy Schekman & Sabeeha 

Merchant 
Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz,  

in honor of Anne Casscells 
Philip & Tracy Scruggs 
Jon & NoraLee Sedmak 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sharp 
David Shepherd,  

in loving memory of Al Hoffman 
Jill Shibles^ 
Mr. David J. &  

Mrs. Mary Beth Shimmon^ 
Crystal Sholts^ 
Jean Sieper 
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson^ 
Mrs. Linda Snyder 
Ms. M. Melanie Searle St. John 

§ deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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§ deceased

Mary Jean Stempien &  
James Stricker 

Jacqueline Stewart 
Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 
Young & Chris Suh^ 
Dr. Peter & Mindy Sun 
Polly Tam^ 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Mary Tilden 
Dean & Jeanice Tipps 
Lilian Chi Tsai^ 
Mr. Richard D. Tuck &  

Mr. Neale A. Grasham 
Ms. Heidi Ulrich,  

in memory of Ursula Bisconer 
Leslie & Judy Vadasz 
Axel Van Chee 
Richard Vasicek 
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade &  

Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Diane Walder 
Ms. Ann Yvonne Walker &  

Mr. David M. Jones 
Bob & Gail Walker 
Mary Wang & Michael Sun 
William & Sakura Wang 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Anita & Steve Westly^ 
Brayton Wilbur Foundation 
Ms. Kirsten Wolfe 
Dr. Carlene J. Wong &  

Dr. Philip C. Lee^ 
Sherry Wren, MD 
Russell Wylie 
Dennis & Lena Yang,  

in honor of Dennis & Lena Yang 
Salle Yoo & Jeff Gray 
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice§ Yund 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Jian Zhang & Sean Liu 
Huan Zhu 
Virginia C. Ziegler &  

Andrew Zimmerman^ 
Cynthia & Marco Zuniga^ 
Anonymous (12) 
 
I N T E R M E Z ZO  S I LV E R  
$15,000–$24,999 
Dr. Katherine Adams &  

Mr. Ralph Adams 
Amir V. Adibi & Shannon R. Clawson 
Dorrit Ahbel 
Sig Anderman^ 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert M. Anderson &  

Kyong Shik Eom 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Mr. Paul J. Asente & Mr. Ron Jenks 
Bartko Pavia LLP 
James Scott Bays 
Joanna Beam 
Ms. Brenda Beckett 
Yobo Bello-Asemota^ 
Ruth Belvin 
David Bertoni 
Ms. Elizabeth F. Birka-White^ 
Athena & Timothy Blackburn 
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley 
Mr. Frank Bliss 
Mrs. Barbara B. Bocci^ 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Ms. Barbara Brown^ 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Jeanne§ & William Cahill 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 

Frances Campra 
Sally Carlson 
Anne Casscells^ 
Cerity Partners 
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson§ 
Mark R. Chaitkin & P. Cecilia Storr 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Bruce Colman,  

in honor of Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Michèle Beigel Corash &  

Laurence Corash 
Alice Corning 
James Cross & Charles Antonen,  

in memory of Dr. Alexander Cross 
George L. Crow 
Martine Darwish & Vlad Kroll 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 
Shirley Davis§ & Paul Sack 
Orlando Diaz-Azcuy & John G. Capo 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Dolby Laboratories 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Susan & Bruce Dzieza 
Joan Falender 
Tom Frankel & Janet Reider 
Mr. Michael M. Garland &  

Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Dr. Dorothy Gietzen 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Dr. Jane M. Gitschier 
Anne Gray 
Clelia Gray 
Marcia & Geoffrey Green 
Bernice E. Greene 
Deborah Greer^ 
Ann C. Grove & Cynthia Tessier 
Claude & Nina§ Gruen 
Bro Halff 
Dr. M. Henry Heines &  

Ms. Katherine Fines 
Carol F. Henry 
Mr. Robert Hero 
Susan K. Hoerger 
Charles & Brandi Hudson^ 
Kimberly M. Hughes^ 
Arlene Inch^ 
Elizabeth Ingalls 
Robert & Riki Intner 
Donald§ & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Kaiser Permanente 
Jack Klingelhofer 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Bill & Jeanne Landreth 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche &  

Mr. David Laudon 
Anne E. Wengert & Leslie Latham 
Ms. Patricia Leicher 
Mr. Ariano Lembi & Ms. Yuko Fruth,  

in honor of Mr. Igris Lembi 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Niall & Eve Lynch 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Ed Koester 
Irena Matijas^ 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Edith P. Mendez 
Thomas R. Metcalf &  

Barbara Metcalf 
Ms. Lori Mirek^ 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Rene Morgan,  

in loving memory of Don Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison 
William O. Morris, in memory of 

Susan Woodbury Morris 

David & Marilyn Nasatir 
John Nickel 
James A. Noe, III 
Sally & Craig Nordlund 
Standish O’Grady, in honor of  

Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Diana Rogers,  

in memory of Ms. Suzanne Orrick 
Judy O’Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser 
Edward & Lynn Poole^ 
Ruth Quigley 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Michelle Rhyu 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Todd & Sandra Sachs 
Michael Sack 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C. 
Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev^ 
Ms. Ruth A. Short 
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 
Dr. & Mrs.§ Marvin Smoller 
Donald Sobelman &  

Leishia Woolwine 
Reg & Marianne Steer 
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova &  

Mr. Payam Mirrashidi 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler 
Sam Test 
Mr. Terrence Tilley 
Ms. Marimar Torres^ 
Anita Tortorici,  

in memory of Mr. Edward Tortorici 
Ms. Lisa Tough 
Ann Classen Treadwell 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan,  

in honor of Susan Anderson-Norby 
Ms. Barbara Walkowski 
Steven & Jennifer Walske^ 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.)^ 
Mr. Richard P. & Catherine M. West 
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen 
Ms. Eileen C. Wong 
Dr. John S. Yao &  

Dr. Pauline Mysliwiec 
Dennis & Melinda Yee Franklin^ 
Owen & Linda Youngman 
Ms. Kay Yun &  

Mr. Andre Neumann-Loreck,  
in honor of Jerome & Thao Dodson 

Diane & Howard Zack 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Mary & Harold Zlot  

Family Foundation 
Christopher Zuber^ 
Anonymous (4) 
 
L E A D E R S H I P G O L D   
$25,000–$49,999 
11 Fremont Residences^ 
Amazon^ 
Mr. Brian G. Atwood &  

Ms. Lynne H. Edminster^ 
Kathryn & Frederick Baron,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
Richard Bastoni 
Robert H. Beadle^ 
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey 
Fred & Betty Bialek 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Bloomberg 
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes &  

Mr. Harold O. Hughes 
Dr. Sean P. Bohen &  

Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm^ 

Ms. Jennifer Braun &  
Mr. Raymond Ryan 

Ellie & Theodore Brown^ 
California Foundation for  

Stronger Communities 
Peter & Jane Carpenter 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 
Raymond Chinn 
Janet Cluff^ 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Jayne & Peter Davis^, in memory of 

James H. Schwabacher 
Reid§ & Peggy Dennis 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Robert & Dana Emery 
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth 
Judith & Philip§ Erdberg 
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman^ 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Anna & Steven Fieler 
Dianne A. Fowler 
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 
Ms. Margarita Gandia &  

Ms. Diana Campoamor 
Melvin Gilbert 
Glasser Family Fund 
Hon. Barry Goode 
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Denise Hale,  

in honor of Doreen Ho 
Michael A. Harrison§ &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane Marks Hartley^ 
Lori Head & Patrick Flaherty 
In memory of Jayne Heagy 
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 
James & Doreen Ho 
Gabrielle Layton^ 
Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann 
Fred M. Levin,  

The Shenson Foundation^ 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. &  

Dr. Darryl L. Raszl 
Bernice Lindstrom^ 
Claude L. Lowen 
Jennifer Coslett MacCready 
Messrs. Mario Marte & Oscar Corona 
Andrew Mason 
Patrick McCabe^ 
Nion McEvoy & Leslie Berriman 
Al Medvitz & Jean McCormack^ 
James R. Meehan 
Helen & John Meyer^ 
Karl & Kristen Mills^ 
Rita Benton Milner & James Milner^ 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering 
Paul Nordine 
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd^ 
One World Fund 
OPERA America 
Hon. Nancy & Mr. Paul Pelosi^ 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Anne B. Popkin^,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 
Ms. Merrill Randol &  

Dr. Stephen Sherwin^ 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Linnea & George Roberts 
Mrs. William C. Robison 
Daniel Rubin,  

in honor of Frederica von Stade 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
San Francisco Opera Guild^ 
Donna Seidel 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald^ 
Abraham D. & Marian S. Sofaer 

Shirley Soong 
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 
Roselyne Chroman Swig^ 
TL Trust 
Barbara L. Traisman^ 
Ms. Sarasina Tuchen^ 
Claudia & Nicola Volpi^ 
Ronald & Emely Weissman^ 
Eric Yang & Lisa Guo 
Dr.§ & Mrs.§ John A. Zderic 
A Grateful Patron,  

in honor of  
the SF Opera Association 

Anonymous,  
in honor of Pitch Johnson 

Anonymous,  
in memory of Scott Hendrickson 

Anonymous,  
in honor of Louise Ciulla,  
Robert Ciulla, & Ji Young Lee 

Anonymous (6) 
 
L E A D E R S H I P 
P L AT I N U M  
$50,000–$74,999 
Brigid S. Barton 
Jennifer M. Bienaimé &  

Joshua Fiedler^ 
Claire & Jared Bobrow^ 
Jamie & Philip Bowles 
Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 
Donald D. Campbell &  

Teresa Yrastorza 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
CHANEL^ 
Alexander§ & Antonia Cross^ 
Timothy D. Dattels &  

Kristine M. Johnson^ 
John§ & Bonnie Demergasso 
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons^ 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field 

Fund 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
Lillian Qian & Charles Huang 
Anne & Timothy Kahn^ 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Annie Y. Liu 
Timothy J. Marten, M.D. &  

Ms. Mary C. Heylin^ 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
James Moule 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Julian & Willie Sue Orr 
Charles P. Russell 
Anthony & Shipley Salewski 
TriplePoint Capital^ 
Elizabeth Tsai Living Trust 
U.S. Bank 
William & Mikiko§ Walker 
James & Beth§ Wintersteen 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James^ 
Anonymous 
 
L E A D E R S H I P 
D I A M O N D   
$75,000–$99,999 
Mr. & Mrs.§ Joachim Bechtle 
Marion M. Cope 
Valerie Crane Dorfman^ 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross 

Foundation^ 
Anne & Jeffery Katz 
The Diana Dollar Knowles 

Foundation 
The McMurtry Family 
 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi &  
Ms. Monica Lopez 

Ms. Malin Giddings 
Douglas Gilmour 
Bernd Girod 
Brendan Glackin & Emily Arnold 
Jeanne Glennon 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. &  

Sandee Blechman 
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston 
Mr. Ravi Goswani 
Philip Goward & Theodore Ueki 
Fred & Maggie Grauer 
Diane Green 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
Sallie Griffith 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Maud Hallin 
Charles F. Hanes 
Mr. Scott Harrop 
Coreen Hartley 
Arif Hasyim & John Marcom 
Mr. Richard B. Hechler &  

Ms. Malin Giddings^ 
Mr. & Mrs. David Heller^ 
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 
Zheyla M. Henriksen^ 
Martha Hertelendy^ 
Peggy Hill 
Terry Hill 
S. C. Hoffman 
Greg Haines & Stacy Hoover Haines,  

in memory of Alan L. Hoover 
Mr. Larry Horton 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Joanne Howard 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
Adnan & Sharmeen Iqbal 
Mr. Homi Irani & Ms. Anna Yonemura 
Louise Ireland 
Sharif Jacob 
Douglas & Sandra Jamieson^ 
Megan & Michael Janis^ 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Robin & Virginia Jaquith 
Katharine Jarman 
Mr. Frank H. Jernigan &  

Andrew Faulk M.D.^ 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Barbara E. Jones,  

in memory of William E. Jones 
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak 
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English 
Abi Kandasamy &  

Alfred Sivathondan 
Marilyn & Steve Kapaun^ 
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
Daniel Kelley 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Kathleen Kenney 
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat 
Mehrzad Khajenoori 
Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee 
Thomas D. King 
Dick & Marianne Kipper 
Victoria Kirby 
Virginia Koenig 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Labe 
Barbara Laferriere 
William R. Lambert 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Melissa & Laurence Lasky 
James & Katherine Lau^ 
Aiko Lavine 
Julie Lee^ 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle & Vincenta Leigh 
Mr. Donald R. Leighton &  

Mr. Hector Yee 
Carol Leitch & Nanci Leitch 
Kathleen Leones 
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 

Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Andrea Lin 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin 
Steve Chiang & Sandy Lin-Chiang^ 
Steve & Judy Lipson 
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung &  

Mr. Warren E. Miller 
J. W. Mailliard, Jr. Trust 
Roger A. Mann, M.D. 
Raheleh Mansoor Keyani^ 
Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 
Ms. Susan Marsch^ 
Colleen & Rob Marsh 
Margaret McCaul 
Marcia McConnell 
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Sharon McNalley 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Mr. David Mellor 
David & Amy Mendenhall 
Mrs. Eva Meyerson Milgrom 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Mrs. Khadija Midgley 
Amanda Minami 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker 
Ruth Murad 
Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
Joseph C. Najpaver,  

in memory of Deana Logan 
Joyce Newstat^ 
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 
Alexander Nourafshan 
Ms. Ann M. O’Leary 
Mrs. Sarah Olson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Catherine A Owen MD 
Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 
Barbara Paschke 
Jay & Nimisha Patel^ 
Berniece Patterson 
Ms. Karmen Ching-Ju Peng 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
Susan D. Peterson 
Frances Petrocelli 
Van-Anh Po,  

in honor of Thao Dodson 
Dr. Lynn Ponton &  

Mr. Steven Zimmerman 
Richard & Alan Power-Lum 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Pam & Jack Preston^ 
Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead,  

in honor of Johann Joson 
Margaret & Vic Quattrin 
Ms. Nora Quattrin 
Samuel Dwight Thomas Rabinowitz 
Ramchandra Rajeshinde^ 
Charles & Patricia Raven 
Suzanne & Robert§ Redfern-West 
Ms. Elizabeth Reed 
Patricia Rees-Miller 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Reuben, Junius & Rose, LLP &  

James & Sheryl Reuben 
Zack & Orli Rinat 
Ronald Rogness 
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 
Konstantinos Roussos 
John E. Ruden 
Mr. Joseph Saveri^ 
Saveri Family^ 
Megan Scacco^ 
Mr. Carl Schaper &  

Mr. Benjamin Backus 
Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 
Michael & Leslie Schroeder 
Steve & Sally Schroeder 
John R. Schwabacher Family 
Pamela W. Sebastian 

Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 
Drs. Andrey Shaw & Cynthia Florin 
Peter§ & Helen Sheaff 
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 
Dr. & Mrs. David T. Shen 
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa &  

Mr. Edwin Guarino Jr.§ 
Steven E. Shladover 
Neal H. Shorstein, MD 
Jean Shuler 
David & Barbara Sloss 
Mr. Mark Small 
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Pamela D. Smith & Roger L. Potash 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kristin Sorensen & Danny Tran^ 
Gideon§ & Cheryl Sorokin 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein 
Michael & Susanna Steinberg 
Alex Still & Martha Ferguson 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Dr.§ & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr. 
Joshua & Cristin Szarek^ 
Sharon & John Tastor 
Leigh Teece 
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 
Krista & Gerard Terstiege 
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Mrs. Nancy Unobskey 
Greg Vaisberg 
Abel Valadez & Juliana Parente 
James Vandermade 
Ms. Jessica Vapnek 
Carol A. Weitz 
Beth & Marvin Wenger,  

in honor of John Schwabacher 
Mr. Keith C. Wetmore &  

Mr. Andrew Hinek^ 
Wildcat Cove Foundation 
Erika Williams 
Ann L. Williamson 
Mason & Wendy 
Faye Constance Wilson 
Barbara Wollschleger Smith 
Ms. Shirley Woo 
Heather Young 
Lowell S. Young & Celeste Young 
Philana & David Yu^ 
Christopher & Priscilla Zaccalini 
Cameron Zarringhalam^ 
Frank Zepeda 
Leslie Zimmerman 
Alllan & Diane Zingeler 
Anonymous,  

in honor of Ms. Lori Harrison 
Anonymous () 
 
B R O N Z E  
$7,500–$14,999 
Randy Adams 
Mr. Jerry Ainsworth 
Ms. Dorothy I. Anderson,  

in honor of Mr. Henry P. Anderson 
Mr. Ernesto Alfaro & Mr. Robert Noga 
CDenise Anker 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
James Babcock 
Linda S. Barrett 
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 
Roy C. Bergstrom 
Patricia Berkowitz 
Mrs. Allison Blackman,  

in memory of Peter Cannon 
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Lucia Bogatay &  

Thomas D. Wickens§ 
Debora Booth 

Mrs. Theresa Braun,  
in honor of Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 

Mrs. Karen Broido 
Joseph & Linda Bronson 
Bvlgari^ 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
Dr. Marcia A. Bush 
Dr. James M. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey 
Park & Joan Chamberlain 
Jeffrey Chambers &  

Andrea Okamura 
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 
Drs. Devron & Valerie Char 
Ms. Mary Chen 
Hazel Clegg 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Cohen 
Dr. Charles Connor &  

Ms. Parisa Ghezelbash 
Coterie Senior Living 
Michael & Jean Couch 
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil^ 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Ms. Olivia Hsu Decker^ 
Ms. Lisa Delan 
Pam DeWeerd 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli 
The Dolby Family,  

in honor of Keith Geeslin 
Barbara J. Dwyer^ 
Nancy J. English 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Cheryl Fippen 
Ken Fong 
Virginia Foo^ 
Linle & Jim Froeb^ 
K Gabrielson 
Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad &  

Mohsen Gamshad 
Nanette Gartrell, M.D. &  

Dee Mosbacher, M.D., Ph.D.,  
in honor of Ms. Patricia Racette &  
Ms. Beth Clayton-Artist 

Mr. Rich Gerhardt 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Dr.§ & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Mary W. Graves 
Ms. Violet Grgich &  

Mr. Colin Shipman 
Mr. Howard Grobstein 
Ms. Amy Grossman 
Raymond & Amanda Haas 
Ms. Mary Hackenbracht &  

Mr. Buck Gee 
John & Johnnie Hafernik,  

in memory of Betty Bekgran 
P. J. Handeland 
Frederic Harwood 
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai,  

in memory of Georjean Heller 
Martha & Michael Helms 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh^ 
Mr. Daniel Hersh 
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier§^ 
Janet Hohbach 
Dr. Susan Holbrook &  

Dr. James Florey 
Vincent & Christina Hu 
Marie Oh Huber & John Huber 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Barbara J. R. Jones 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

Dr. David D. Stein 
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy 
Ms. Kathryn Kersey 
Mr. F. Curt Kirschner Jr.^ 
Sven E. Kjaersgaard 

Linda & Robert§ Klett 
Karen Kline & Dr. Jerome Hanowsky 
Ms. Wanda Kownacki 
Regina Lackner 
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott Sagan 
Kurt A. Latta 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Mr. Richard Layne 
Ayleen Ito & Emory Lee§ 
Ms. Miranda Leonard 
Allan Lerch,  

in memory of Anne Lerch 
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson 
Mingming Li^ 
Connie & Robert Loarie 
Dr. & Mrs.§ H. H. Loomis, Jr. 
Nathaniel Lopez 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
Lui Family 
Cheryl Samantha &  

Laurence R. Lyons Ph.D. 
Lori & David Marquardt 
Dr. David Matuszak &  

Ms. Maureen Hunter 
Michael & Kimberli McCallum 
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 
Linda M. McKay 
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 
Peter Meier 
Robert Meister &  

Sasmeeta Srivastava 
Ms. Judith Mendelsohn^ 
Karen Merritt 
David Kremer & Marla Miller 
Dale & Sue Missimer Fund 
Lisa Moore 
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin§ 
Ronald D. Morrison 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu^ 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Janet Napolitano 
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 
Lisa & Marcus Ogawa— 

Small River Foundation 
Jeraldine Palazzi 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D. 
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder 
Mary & Bill Poland,  

in honor of Romana D. Bracco 
Ajay Puri^ 
Varda Rabin 
Melissa Ribeiro^ 
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein^ 
Scott Riegelhaupt-Herzig 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 
Arthur & Keiko Roosa 
Deborah M. & Thomas Rosch^ 
Yvette & Philip Rosedale 
Elizabeth & Yassen Roussev 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
Ms. Beth Scanlan^ 
Randy Schekman & Sabeeha 

Merchant 
Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz,  

in honor of Anne Casscells 
Philip & Tracy Scruggs 
Jon & NoraLee Sedmak 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sharp 
David Shepherd,  

in loving memory of Al Hoffman 
Jill Shibles^ 
Mr. David J. &  

Mrs. Mary Beth Shimmon^ 
Crystal Sholts^ 
Jean Sieper 
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson^ 
Mrs. Linda Snyder 
Ms. M. Melanie Searle St. John 

§ deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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§ deceased

Mary Jean Stempien &  
James Stricker 

Jacqueline Stewart 
Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 
Young & Chris Suh^ 
Dr. Peter & Mindy Sun 
Polly Tam^ 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Mary Tilden 
Dean & Jeanice Tipps 
Lilian Chi Tsai^ 
Mr. Richard D. Tuck &  

Mr. Neale A. Grasham 
Ms. Heidi Ulrich,  

in memory of Ursula Bisconer 
Leslie & Judy Vadasz 
Axel Van Chee 
Richard Vasicek 
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade &  

Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Diane Walder 
Ms. Ann Yvonne Walker &  

Mr. David M. Jones 
Bob & Gail Walker 
Mary Wang & Michael Sun 
William & Sakura Wang 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Anita & Steve Westly^ 
Brayton Wilbur Foundation 
Ms. Kirsten Wolfe 
Dr. Carlene J. Wong &  

Dr. Philip C. Lee^ 
Sherry Wren, MD 
Russell Wylie 
Dennis & Lena Yang,  

in honor of Dennis & Lena Yang 
Salle Yoo & Jeff Gray 
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice§ Yund 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Jian Zhang & Sean Liu 
Huan Zhu 
Virginia C. Ziegler &  

Andrew Zimmerman^ 
Cynthia & Marco Zuniga^ 
Anonymous (12) 
 
I N T E R M E Z ZO  S I LV E R  
$15,000–$24,999 
Dr. Katherine Adams &  

Mr. Ralph Adams 
Amir V. Adibi & Shannon R. Clawson 
Dorrit Ahbel 
Sig Anderman^ 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert M. Anderson &  

Kyong Shik Eom 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Mr. Paul J. Asente & Mr. Ron Jenks 
Bartko Pavia LLP 
James Scott Bays 
Joanna Beam 
Ms. Brenda Beckett 
Yobo Bello-Asemota^ 
Ruth Belvin 
David Bertoni 
Ms. Elizabeth F. Birka-White^ 
Athena & Timothy Blackburn 
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley 
Mr. Frank Bliss 
Mrs. Barbara B. Bocci^ 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Ms. Barbara Brown^ 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Jeanne§ & William Cahill 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 

Frances Campra 
Sally Carlson 
Anne Casscells^ 
Cerity Partners 
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson§ 
Mark R. Chaitkin & P. Cecilia Storr 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Bruce Colman,  

in honor of Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Michèle Beigel Corash &  

Laurence Corash 
Alice Corning 
James Cross & Charles Antonen,  

in memory of Dr. Alexander Cross 
George L. Crow 
Martine Darwish & Vlad Kroll 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 
Shirley Davis§ & Paul Sack 
Orlando Diaz-Azcuy & John G. Capo 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Dolby Laboratories 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Susan & Bruce Dzieza 
Joan Falender 
Tom Frankel & Janet Reider 
Mr. Michael M. Garland &  

Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Dr. Dorothy Gietzen 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Dr. Jane M. Gitschier 
Anne Gray 
Clelia Gray 
Marcia & Geoffrey Green 
Bernice E. Greene 
Deborah Greer^ 
Ann C. Grove & Cynthia Tessier 
Claude & Nina§ Gruen 
Bro Halff 
Dr. M. Henry Heines &  

Ms. Katherine Fines 
Carol F. Henry 
Mr. Robert Hero 
Susan K. Hoerger 
Charles & Brandi Hudson^ 
Kimberly M. Hughes^ 
Arlene Inch^ 
Elizabeth Ingalls 
Robert & Riki Intner 
Donald§ & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Kaiser Permanente 
Jack Klingelhofer 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Bill & Jeanne Landreth 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche &  

Mr. David Laudon 
Anne E. Wengert & Leslie Latham 
Ms. Patricia Leicher 
Mr. Ariano Lembi & Ms. Yuko Fruth,  

in honor of Mr. Igris Lembi 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Niall & Eve Lynch 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Ed Koester 
Irena Matijas^ 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Edith P. Mendez 
Thomas R. Metcalf &  

Barbara Metcalf 
Ms. Lori Mirek^ 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Rene Morgan,  

in loving memory of Don Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison 
William O. Morris, in memory of 

Susan Woodbury Morris 

David & Marilyn Nasatir 
John Nickel 
James A. Noe, III 
Sally & Craig Nordlund 
Standish O’Grady, in honor of  

Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Diana Rogers,  

in memory of Ms. Suzanne Orrick 
Judy O’Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser 
Edward & Lynn Poole^ 
Ruth Quigley 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Michelle Rhyu 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Todd & Sandra Sachs 
Michael Sack 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C. 
Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev^ 
Ms. Ruth A. Short 
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 
Dr. & Mrs.§ Marvin Smoller 
Donald Sobelman &  

Leishia Woolwine 
Reg & Marianne Steer 
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova &  

Mr. Payam Mirrashidi 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler 
Sam Test 
Mr. Terrence Tilley 
Ms. Marimar Torres^ 
Anita Tortorici,  

in memory of Mr. Edward Tortorici 
Ms. Lisa Tough 
Ann Classen Treadwell 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan,  
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Ms. Kay Yun &  

Mr. Andre Neumann-Loreck,  
in honor of Jerome & Thao Dodson 

Diane & Howard Zack 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Mary & Harold Zlot  
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Christopher Zuber^ 
Anonymous (4) 
 
L E A D E R S H I P G O L D   
$25,000–$49,999 
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Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 
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Jayne & Peter Davis^, in memory of 
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Reid§ & Peggy Dennis 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Robert & Dana Emery 
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Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Anna & Steven Fieler 
Dianne A. Fowler 
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Hon. Barry Goode 
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Denise Hale,  

in honor of Doreen Ho 
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Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane Marks Hartley^ 
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In memory of Jayne Heagy 
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The Shenson Foundation^ 
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Andrew Mason 
Patrick McCabe^ 
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Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering 
Paul Nordine 
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd^ 
One World Fund 
OPERA America 
Hon. Nancy & Mr. Paul Pelosi^ 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Anne B. Popkin^,  

in honor of Matthew Shilvock 
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 
Ms. Merrill Randol &  

Dr. Stephen Sherwin^ 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Linnea & George Roberts 
Mrs. William C. Robison 
Daniel Rubin,  

in honor of Frederica von Stade 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
San Francisco Opera Guild^ 
Donna Seidel 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald^ 
Abraham D. & Marian S. Sofaer 

Shirley Soong 
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 
Roselyne Chroman Swig^ 
TL Trust 
Barbara L. Traisman^ 
Ms. Sarasina Tuchen^ 
Claudia & Nicola Volpi^ 
Ronald & Emely Weissman^ 
Eric Yang & Lisa Guo 
Dr.§ & Mrs.§ John A. Zderic 
A Grateful Patron,  

in honor of  
the SF Opera Association 

Anonymous,  
in honor of Pitch Johnson 

Anonymous,  
in memory of Scott Hendrickson 

Anonymous,  
in honor of Louise Ciulla,  
Robert Ciulla, & Ji Young Lee 

Anonymous (6) 
 
L E A D E R S H I P 
P L AT I N U M  
$50,000–$74,999 
Brigid S. Barton 
Jennifer M. Bienaimé &  

Joshua Fiedler^ 
Claire & Jared Bobrow^ 
Jamie & Philip Bowles 
Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 
Donald D. Campbell &  

Teresa Yrastorza 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
CHANEL^ 
Alexander§ & Antonia Cross^ 
Timothy D. Dattels &  

Kristine M. Johnson^ 
John§ & Bonnie Demergasso 
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons^ 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field 

Fund 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
Lillian Qian & Charles Huang 
Anne & Timothy Kahn^ 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Annie Y. Liu 
Timothy J. Marten, M.D. &  

Ms. Mary C. Heylin^ 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
James Moule 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Julian & Willie Sue Orr 
Charles P. Russell 
Anthony & Shipley Salewski 
TriplePoint Capital^ 
Elizabeth Tsai Living Trust 
U.S. Bank 
William & Mikiko§ Walker 
James & Beth§ Wintersteen 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James^ 
Anonymous 
 
L E A D E R S H I P 
D I A M O N D   
$75,000–$99,999 
Mr. & Mrs.§ Joachim Bechtle 
Marion M. Cope 
Valerie Crane Dorfman^ 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross 

Foundation^ 
Anne & Jeffery Katz 
The Diana Dollar Knowles 

Foundation 
The McMurtry Family 
 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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AS S O C I AT E  P R O D U C E R  
$100,000–$249,999 

Norby Anderson 
Robert Mailer Anderson & Nicola Miner 

William J. Bennington 
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 

Romana D. Bracco 
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 

Carol Franc Buck Foundation 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 

Emmanuel Chao 
Margaret Liu Collins & Edward Collins 

James & Phyllis Coulter 
The Families of Christina De-Bruin Warren & Noah Alweiss 

Margareta & Staffan Encrantz 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 

Peter Fenton & Kate Greer 
The Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 

Sakurako & William Fisher 
Kristina Johnson Flanagan 

Samia & Scott Foster 
Mr. Stanlee Gatti 

Arlene Silk & Doug Giancoli§ 
Jerome Guillen & Jeremy Gallaher 

Brian & Rene Hollins 
Sylvia Hughes, in memory of John Hughes 

Leslie & George Hume 
The William G. Irwin Charity Foundation 

J. Burgess Jamieson (in memoriam) & Elizabeth B. Jamieson 
Sue Graham Johnston & Eric Johnston 

Candace Zander Kahn 
Dr. Amelia Kaymen M.D. & Mr. Eric Yopes 

Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund 

Koret Foundation 
Karen J. Kubin 

Lyna Lam & Chris Larsen 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 

Susan§ & Philip Marineau 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 

Steven M. Menzies 
Nancy S. Mueller 

Ben Nelson 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Barbara Oshman 
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & Dr. Gerhard H. Parker 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 

Mr. Charles W. Roth 
Chandra & Michael Rudd 

San Francisco Federal Credit Union 
Phil Black & Brigitte Sandquist 

Betty & Jack Schafer 

Joe & Clara Wu Tsai 
Jim & Gayle Tunnell 

Akiko Yamazaki & Jerry Yang 
Eric Yuan & Sherry Zhang 

Zenni Optical 
Anonymous (4) 

 
P R O D U C E R   

$250,000–$499,999 
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson 

Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 
Mark Barrenechea & Sydney Leung 

Chinese Heritage Foundation of Minnesota 
Christina & Elizabeth De-Bruin Warren 

Bob Ellis§ 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Grants for the Arts 
Stephen & Choongja Kahng 

Isabel & Insik Rhee 
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock 

Ms. Nadine M. Tang 
Barbara Moller Ward 

Anonymous (3) 
 

E X EC U T I V E  P R O D U C E R  
$500,000–$999,999 

Shai Edberg 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Anonymous 
 

CO M PA N Y S P O N S O R S  
$1,000,000 and Above 

Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Julie Dickson 

Jerome & Thao Dodson 
Dagmar Dolby 

Carol & Dixon Doll 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation For The Arts 
Louise Gund 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
The Jen-Hsun & Lori Huang Foundation 

Franklin & Catherine§ Johnson 
Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Marieke & Jeff Rothschild 

Jan Shrem§ & Maria Manetti Shrem 
Dianne & Tad§ Taube 

Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds 
Diane B. Wilsey 

Barbara A. Wolfe 
Anonymous 

San Francisco Opera is grateful for the philanthropic investments of our Producers Circle members and Company 
Sponsors. These generous opera lovers care deeply about continuing the legacy that the Company’s founders 
established, creating globally recognized opera productions for all to enjoy. 

§ deceased

The Producers Circle
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Pacific  Heights | $19,900,000

69 Telegraph Place/339 Lombard | $4,995,000

2736 Fulton Street  | $3,895,000

Nina Hatvany | Natalie Hatvany Kitchen
Vanessa Hatvany Kitchen | Paul Hatvany Kitchen
415.710.6462 | Team@teamhatvany.com | @hatvanyrealestate
DRE #01152226 | 01484878 | 02016667 | 01928433

*Per MLS Rankings | Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 
1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359, 1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material is intended for informational purposes only 
and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement 
is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial 
or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Work with San Francisco’s #1 real estate team to achieve your property goals. 
Reach out to learn about exclusive off-market opportunities available through 
Compass Private Exclusives.

Recently Listed in
SAN FRANCISCO



The Bel Canto Legacy Society raised over $11 million of funds last year
through the generosity of opera lovers just like you.

With gifts ranging from $1,000 to over $3 million this past year, legacy gifts play a huge role
in sustaining the future of opera. With no minimum gift amount, giving vehicles
that fi t your needs at every stage of life, and the promise of a future for opera—

becoming a Bel Canto member is a wonderful way to share your passion for opera!

Contact legacygiving@sfopera.com or call (415) 565-3242.

The Bel Canto Legacy Society raised over $11 million of funds last year

Every Voice Sustains
the Future of Opera

Members of the 2025 cast for Puccini’s La Bohème
take a bow: Andrea Carroll (Musetta), Pene Pati 

(Rodolfo), Karen Chia-ling Ho (Mimì), and 
Lucas Meachem (Marcello). Photo by Cory WeaverSCAN TO GIVE

Barbara Moller Lyons:  
A Life in Harmony 

We are grateful to those who remember San Francisco Opera through a legacy gift. This crucial 
support strengthens and ensures the future of opera. We recognize with deep appreciation Barbara 
Moller Lyons, a Bel Canto Legacy Society member whose recent legacy gift made a profound impact 
on the Company this season. 

Barbara Moller Lyons did not merely attend the Opera; she lived 
it. A native daughter of the Bay Area, her journey into the world 
of performance began at Mills College. There, she earned her 

degree in Music, Speech, and Drama—a trifecta of disciplines that would 
become the overture to a lifelong devotion to the stage. 

Her connection to San Francisco Opera was both professional and 
deeply personal. In the early years of her career, she served as a 
sophisticated voice for the Company in public relations. Yet, Barbara’s 
true calling was not just behind the scenes but within the music itself. 

Upon retiring from the business world, she stepped into the spotlight as a professional singer. Her 
soaring soprano graced church aisles, opened ceremonies for the Junior Chamber of Commerce at 
the Opera House, and reached a national stage when she performed “The Star-Spangled Banner” at 
the 1964 Republican National Convention. 

Barbara was the embodiment of San Francisco elegance. Always dressed to perfection, she moved 
through life with a blend of grace and aplomb. For Barbara, the Opera was a communal joy; she was 
rarely seen in her regular seat without a close friend by her side, eager to share the magic of a rising 
curtain. 

Through her steadfast generosity during her lifetime and a profound legacy gift upon her passing, 
Barbara ensured that the music would never fall silent. Her bequest helps to secure the future of San 
Francisco Opera, allowing new generations to experience the same transcendence and beauty that 
dened her storied life.

B E L CA N TO  S P OT L I G H T

Donor Spotlight
Madeleine H. Russell (supporting Madeleine H. Russell Night at the Opera) 
The Madeleine H. Russell Night at the Opera honors a remarkable philanthropist whose 
passion for social justice, education, and the arts continues to shape future generations. 
Through a $1,000,000 endowment from the Columbia Foundation in 2000, students from 
across the community are invited to attend San Francisco Opera rehearsals at no cost, 
many experiencing opera for the very rst time. For these students, the evening is more 
than a night out; it is an introduction to the power of live performance, where music, 
storytelling, and design come together in a deeply moving way. A former board member of 
San Francisco Opera, Mrs. Russell believed in expanding access and opportunity. This 
program carries her vision forward, opening the doors of the Opera House to young 
audiences and ensuring they can see themselves as part of its future. 

 

COURTESY OF THE RUSSELL FAMILY
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WHERE  
YOU TRULY 
BELONG

There’s a certain rhythm to life in San Francisco, shaped by the arts, by ideas, by the 
people who remain part of it all.  
 
At San Francisco Towers, evenings at the opera, conversations that linger, and a 
shared appreciation for culture define each day. It’s a community of individuals who 
don’t step away from what they love, they stay engaged, among others who 
understand it just as deeply.

EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS 
1661 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94109

(415) 447-5527 
sanfranciscotowers.org 

License 380540292 COA 350
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The Barber of Seville 
 

O P E R A  I N  T W O  A C T S  B Y  G I O A C H I N O  R O S S I N I  
 
 

This production is made possible, in part, by  
Jerome & Thao Dodson 

The Jen-Hsun & Lori Huang Foundation 
Marieke & Jeff Rothschild 

 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem,  

through the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund 
 

Maria Kataeva, Justin Austin,  
Levy Sekgapane, Jack Swanson,  

Riccardo Fassi, and Hongni Wu’s appearances  
are made possible by a gift to the Emerging Stars Fund by  

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
 
 

San Francisco Opera co-production with 
Lithuanian National Opera and Ballet Theatre 

 
 

M AY  2 8 ;  J U N E  3 ,  5 ,  6 ,  9 ,  1 2 ,  1 3 ,  2 0 ,  2 1 ,  2 0 2 6  
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A C T  I  
At night, Count Almaviva brings a band of musicians to serenade Rosina; she is the ward of Dr. Bartolo, who keeps her 
conned in his house. When Rosina fails to answer Almaviva’s song, the count pays the players, and they leave. The 
barber, Figaro, bounds in, boasting of his busy life as the neighborhood factotum. Figaro, though currently in Bartolo’s 
employ, encounters Almaviva and promises to help him win Rosina’s heart—for a suitable reward. No sooner has Bartolo 
left the house to arrange his own marriage with Rosina than Almaviva launches into a second serenade, calling himself 
“Lindoro,” a poor student who can offer only love. Figaro suggests Almaviva disguise himself as a drunken soldier billeted 
to Bartolo’s house as a way of gaining entry.  

Alone in the house, Rosina muses on the voice that has touched her heart and resolves to outwit Bartolo. Bartolo enters 
with the music master, Don Basilio, who tells him Almaviva is a rival for Rosina’s hand and advises slandering the 
nobleman’s reputation. Warning Rosina that Bartolo plans to marry her himself the very next day, the barber promises to 
deliver a note she has written to “Lindoro.” Rosina, alone with Bartolo, undergoes an interrogation, then listens to his 
boast that he is far too clever to be tricked. Berta, the housekeeper, answers a violent knocking at the door. It is Almaviva 
disguised as a drunken soldier in search of lodging. While arguing with Bartolo, Almaviva manages to slip a love letter to 
Rosina. When Bartolo demands to see the letter, Rosina substitutes it with a laundry list. Figaro dashes in to warn that 
their hubbub has attracted a crowd. Police arrive to silence the disturbance. As an officer is about to arrest him, Almaviva 
whispers his identity and is released. Rosina, Berta, Bartolo, and Basilio are stupeed by everything that is happening. 

 
A C T  I I  

Bartolo receives a young music teacher, “Don Alonso” (again, Almaviva in disguise), who claims to be a substitute for the 
ailing Basilio. Rosina enters, recognizes her suitor, and begins her singing lesson as Bartolo dozes in his chair. Figaro 
arrives to shave the doctor and manages to steal the key to the balcony window. Basilio comes in, looking the picture of 
health; bribed by Almaviva, he feigns illness and departs. Figaro shaves Bartolo while Almaviva and Rosina plan their 
elopement that night. They are overheard by the doctor, who drives Figaro and Almaviva from the house and Rosina to 
her room. Berta, unnerved by all the confusion, complains she is going mad. Bartolo dispatches Basilio for a notary, then 
tricks Rosina into believing “Lindoro” is really a lackey of Almaviva. After a thunderstorm, Almaviva arrives with Figaro 
and climbs through a balcony window to rescue Rosina. At rst Rosina rebuffs “Lindoro,” but when he explains that he 
and Almaviva are one and the same, she falls into his arms. Figaro urges haste, but before they can leave, their ladder is 
taken away. Basilio enters with the notary. Though summoned to wed Rosina and Bartolo, the official marries her 
instead to Almaviva. Rushing in too late, Bartolo nds the lovers already wed. When Almaviva allows him to keep 
Rosina’s dowry, the old man accepts the situation. 
 
 
First performance: Rome, Teatro Argentina; February 20, 1816 

First performance in the U.S.: New York, Park Theatre; May 3, 1819 

First San Francisco Opera performance: Civic Auditorium, September 24, 1925, the Company’s 3rd season 

The Barber of Seville has been performed in 28 previous seasons, including a version in 2021 for drive-in performances during 
the pandemic. For information about past casts and productions, visit archive.sfopera.com. 

Personnel: 9 principals, 26 chorus, 8 dancers; 43 total 

Orchestra: 2 flutes (both doubling piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 percussion, 1 guitar,  
1 fortepiano, 32 strings; 48 total  

S Y N O P S I S

The Barber of Seville 
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Special thanks to our associate final dress rehearsal production sponsor, San Francisco Federal Credit Union

The Barber of Seville 
ll Barbiere di Siviglia 

 
Opera in two acts by Gioachino Rossini 

Text by Cesare Sterbini 

After the play by Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais  
 

(Sung in Italian with English supertitles)

Conductor 
Benjamin Manis 

Director 
Emilio Sagi  

Original Choreographer  
Nuria Castejón 

Revival Choreographer & Dance Master 
Colm Seery  

Set Designer 
Llorenç Corbella 

Costume Designer 
Pepa Ojanguren 

Lighting Designer 
Gary Marder 

Chorus Director 
John Keene 

Assistant Conductor  
Stefano Sarzani 

Prompter  
Susan Miller Hult 

Musical Preparation 
John Churchwell 
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                                           Count Almaviva          Levy Sekgapane*  

(May 28, June 5, 9, 13, 20) 

                                                                                 Jack Swanson* (June 3, 6, 12, 21) 
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                                                                                 Justin Austin* (June 3, 6, 12, 21) 
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                                                   Don Basilio         Riccardo Fassi* 
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Musicians, soldiers, policemen 

 

* San Francisco Opera debut   
#
 U.S. Debut   † Current Adler Fellow 

 
 

Place: Doctor Bartolo’s house in Seville 
 
 

ACT I 
 

—INTERMISSION— 
 

ACT II 
 
 

The performance will last approximately three hours and ten minutes with one intermission. 
Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.  

Patrons who leave during the performance may not be reseated until intermission.  
The use of cameras, cell phones, and any kind of recording equipment  

is strictly forbidden during the performance. 
Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices. 
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A C T  I  
At night, Count Almaviva brings a band of musicians to serenade Rosina; she is the ward of Dr. Bartolo, who keeps her 
conned in his house. When Rosina fails to answer Almaviva’s song, the count pays the players, and they leave. The 
barber, Figaro, bounds in, boasting of his busy life as the neighborhood factotum. Figaro, though currently in Bartolo’s 
employ, encounters Almaviva and promises to help him win Rosina’s heart—for a suitable reward. No sooner has Bartolo 
left the house to arrange his own marriage with Rosina than Almaviva launches into a second serenade, calling himself 
“Lindoro,” a poor student who can offer only love. Figaro suggests Almaviva disguise himself as a drunken soldier billeted 
to Bartolo’s house as a way of gaining entry.  

Alone in the house, Rosina muses on the voice that has touched her heart and resolves to outwit Bartolo. Bartolo enters 
with the music master, Don Basilio, who tells him Almaviva is a rival for Rosina’s hand and advises slandering the 
nobleman’s reputation. Warning Rosina that Bartolo plans to marry her himself the very next day, the barber promises to 
deliver a note she has written to “Lindoro.” Rosina, alone with Bartolo, undergoes an interrogation, then listens to his 
boast that he is far too clever to be tricked. Berta, the housekeeper, answers a violent knocking at the door. It is Almaviva 
disguised as a drunken soldier in search of lodging. While arguing with Bartolo, Almaviva manages to slip a love letter to 
Rosina. When Bartolo demands to see the letter, Rosina substitutes it with a laundry list. Figaro dashes in to warn that 
their hubbub has attracted a crowd. Police arrive to silence the disturbance. As an officer is about to arrest him, Almaviva 
whispers his identity and is released. Rosina, Berta, Bartolo, and Basilio are stupeed by everything that is happening. 

 
A C T  I I  

Bartolo receives a young music teacher, “Don Alonso” (again, Almaviva in disguise), who claims to be a substitute for the 
ailing Basilio. Rosina enters, recognizes her suitor, and begins her singing lesson as Bartolo dozes in his chair. Figaro 
arrives to shave the doctor and manages to steal the key to the balcony window. Basilio comes in, looking the picture of 
health; bribed by Almaviva, he feigns illness and departs. Figaro shaves Bartolo while Almaviva and Rosina plan their 
elopement that night. They are overheard by the doctor, who drives Figaro and Almaviva from the house and Rosina to 
her room. Berta, unnerved by all the confusion, complains she is going mad. Bartolo dispatches Basilio for a notary, then 
tricks Rosina into believing “Lindoro” is really a lackey of Almaviva. After a thunderstorm, Almaviva arrives with Figaro 
and climbs through a balcony window to rescue Rosina. At rst Rosina rebuffs “Lindoro,” but when he explains that he 
and Almaviva are one and the same, she falls into his arms. Figaro urges haste, but before they can leave, their ladder is 
taken away. Basilio enters with the notary. Though summoned to wed Rosina and Bartolo, the official marries her 
instead to Almaviva. Rushing in too late, Bartolo nds the lovers already wed. When Almaviva allows him to keep 
Rosina’s dowry, the old man accepts the situation. 
 
 
First performance: Rome, Teatro Argentina; February 20, 1816 

First performance in the U.S.: New York, Park Theatre; May 3, 1819 

First San Francisco Opera performance: Civic Auditorium, September 24, 1925, the Company’s 3rd season 

The Barber of Seville has been performed in 28 previous seasons, including a version in 2021 for drive-in performances during 
the pandemic. For information about past casts and productions, visit archive.sfopera.com. 

Personnel: 9 principals, 26 chorus, 8 dancers; 43 total 

Orchestra: 2 flutes (both doubling piccolo), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 2 horns, 2 trumpets, 2 percussion, 1 guitar,  
1 fortepiano, 32 strings; 48 total  

S Y N O P S I S

The Barber of Seville 
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Gioachino Rossini (1792–1868) around the time  
he composed Il Barbiere di Siviglia. 
B R I D G E M A N  I M A G E S

The Barber  
of Pesaro 

BY JOHN ARDOIN
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“Give me a laundry list and I will set it to 
music,” Gioachino Rossini once 
boasted, only partly in jest. He was 

paying himself a left-handed compliment, the self-
acknowledgement of a prodigiously facile gift to pour out 
music with effortless speed. Remember, it was Rossini 
who—when told Donizetti had finished a new opera in 
three weeks—remarked, “Well, he always was a lazy 
fellow.” After all, it had taken Rossini only thirteen days to 
produce his comic masterpiece, The Barber of Seville.  

Rossini, born in the Adriatic town of Pesaro in 1792, had 
learned to write in haste in his youth because of financial 
responsibilities towards family members who were 
dependent on his ability to make money quickly. In the 
beginning of his career he seemed, in his own mind at least, 
to be more of an artisan than an artist. He apparently 
lacked any loftier ideas about the writing of music; it was a 
matter of doing what he knew best and did best. 

As a carpenter fashions an exquisite piece of cabinetry, 
so Rossini fashioned an attractive piece of music. That a 
Chippendale emerged from a mass of woodworkers and a 
Rossini loomed over such now-forgotten composers as 
Simone Mayr, Niccolò Zingarelli, and Saverio Mercadante 
was of little concern to either man at the time. It was a 
question they left to posterity, and they probably never 
thought about it at all. 

Of all the characters he fashioned, Rossini was closer in 
attitude and temperament to his ebullient Figaro than to 
any other. It is hardly a coincidence that Figaro’s bravura 
aria “Largo al factotum” was one of Rossini’s favorite 
party turns; he loved to sing it to his own accompaniment 
at a glittering gathering. He could well have been 
describing himself: “Make way for the factotum of the city. 
Rushing to his shop, for dawn is here … what pleasure … 
you are indeed the most fortunate of men. Ready for 
everything by night or by day, always bustling, always in 
motion. I go like lightning … Good fortune always smiles.” 

Evviva Rossini, the Barber of Pesaro. 
It is better to think of him as a resourceful wheeler-

dealer than as the Father Goose of his time, as many have 
seen him. But to truly appreciate him we have to 
remember that, along with surface wit and brilliance, he 
was a bridge from the culture of one century to that of 
another. Rossini was born into a musical world in 
transition from Classicism to Romanticism. We most 
often think of him today as an incomparable composer of 
comic operas, all of which owe a deeply and frequently 

acknowledged debt to Mozart, a god-like figure to Rossini. 
“The angel of music,” he called him. 

It goes without saying that Rossini, in turn, would have 
been enormously pleased could he have lived to hear 
himself described as “the Italian Mozart.” There is ample 
reason for so extravagant a claim, for like Mozart, Rossini 
was a melodist of the highest order and had an unerring 
feeling for the voice and its possibilities. In their 
comedies, there is laughter of a tickling, sly, mocking sort 
rather than the belly-shaking type. 

There are marvelous human insights in his works as 
well, though in Rossini’s operas these never penetrate as 
deeply and revealingly as in Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, 
for example. Rossini was too often caught on the treadmill 
of contemporary operatic conventions, becoming prey to 
the need to borrow from himself and developing stylistic 
tricks that enabled him to grind out lengths of music to 
meet a deadline. He paid a price for his facility, but still he 
soared above the crowd. And again, as in Mozart, there is in 
Rossini’s music at its best a craft, an elegance, and a well-
formed sense of character delineation. 

But I said earlier he was a bridge, and there is another 
crucial side to the man, for Rossini not only looked 
backward to Classic values but also forward to Romantic 
concepts. The Rossini of such giant-stepping operas as 
Semiramide, Otello, and William Tell helped shape the 
heroics of his age through his vocal writing and in the way 
that he gave the opera orchestra a bigger and more 
complex role than ever before. If we over-emphasize his 
Classic side and talent for comedy, his more serious 
nature suffers. The true wonder of Rossini is that he stood 
astride two cultures and was a master of both.  

In all, he wrote thirty-nine operas, two large-scale 
choral works, and dozens of songs, piano pieces, and 
ensemble works. Those compositions on which his fame 
rests were written between the ages of sixteen and thirty-
seven, although he lived to be seventy-six. That fact is an 
important part of his story as well. Rossini spent more 
than half of his life in a self-imposed exile from the arena 
that had brought him greater rewards and acclaim during 
his lifetime than to virtually any other composer of the 
day—apart from Beethoven. 

Many reasons have been advanced for Rossini’s 
abdication of his throne as king of opera after producing 
so important a score as William Tell. During Richard 
Wagner’s first visit to Paris, where Rossini lived the 
second half of his life, he had complained to Wagner of a 
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question they left to posterity, and they probably never 
thought about it at all. 

Of all the characters he fashioned, Rossini was closer in 
attitude and temperament to his ebullient Figaro than to 
any other. It is hardly a coincidence that Figaro’s bravura 
aria “Largo al factotum” was one of Rossini’s favorite 
party turns; he loved to sing it to his own accompaniment 
at a glittering gathering. He could well have been 
describing himself: “Make way for the factotum of the city. 
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seen him. But to truly appreciate him we have to 
remember that, along with surface wit and brilliance, he 
was a bridge from the culture of one century to that of 
another. Rossini was born into a musical world in 
transition from Classicism to Romanticism. We most 
often think of him today as an incomparable composer of 
comic operas, all of which owe a deeply and frequently 

acknowledged debt to Mozart, a god-like figure to Rossini. 
“The angel of music,” he called him. 

It goes without saying that Rossini, in turn, would have 
been enormously pleased could he have lived to hear 
himself described as “the Italian Mozart.” There is ample 
reason for so extravagant a claim, for like Mozart, Rossini 
was a melodist of the highest order and had an unerring 
feeling for the voice and its possibilities. In their 
comedies, there is laughter of a tickling, sly, mocking sort 
rather than the belly-shaking type. 

There are marvelous human insights in his works as 
well, though in Rossini’s operas these never penetrate as 
deeply and revealingly as in Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, 
for example. Rossini was too often caught on the treadmill 
of contemporary operatic conventions, becoming prey to 
the need to borrow from himself and developing stylistic 
tricks that enabled him to grind out lengths of music to 
meet a deadline. He paid a price for his facility, but still he 
soared above the crowd. And again, as in Mozart, there is in 
Rossini’s music at its best a craft, an elegance, and a well-
formed sense of character delineation. 

But I said earlier he was a bridge, and there is another 
crucial side to the man, for Rossini not only looked 
backward to Classic values but also forward to Romantic 
concepts. The Rossini of such giant-stepping operas as 
Semiramide, Otello, and William Tell helped shape the 
heroics of his age through his vocal writing and in the way 
that he gave the opera orchestra a bigger and more 
complex role than ever before. If we over-emphasize his 
Classic side and talent for comedy, his more serious 
nature suffers. The true wonder of Rossini is that he stood 
astride two cultures and was a master of both.  

In all, he wrote thirty-nine operas, two large-scale 
choral works, and dozens of songs, piano pieces, and 
ensemble works. Those compositions on which his fame 
rests were written between the ages of sixteen and thirty-
seven, although he lived to be seventy-six. That fact is an 
important part of his story as well. Rossini spent more 
than half of his life in a self-imposed exile from the arena 
that had brought him greater rewards and acclaim during 
his lifetime than to virtually any other composer of the 
day—apart from Beethoven. 

Many reasons have been advanced for Rossini’s 
abdication of his throne as king of opera after producing 
so important a score as William Tell. During Richard 
Wagner’s first visit to Paris, where Rossini lived the 
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decline in singing. Certainly what he 
saw as a slackening in the art he so 
passionately loved was part of the 
reason he stopped writing for the 
stage so abruptly. But there were 
other pressing reasons as well. 

Rossini had labored long and 
hard ever since his teens, and by 
the time of William Tell he was 
tired, having packed a lifetime’s 
work into the space of twenty-
odd years. Also, during the 
writing of William Tell, he had 
developed a nervous condition that 
gradually became chronic and could 
well have been venereal. It drained his 
energy, and he found that writing had 
become increasingly difficult, especially as he 
had gradually begun to demand more of himself. 

Even after his health improved, the joy in working 
was gone—along with the need to work. By 1855, when 
Rossini settled for good in Paris, he was a wealthy and 
respected figure who could afford the luxury of writing 
music for himself alone. Only one full-scale work came 
from this later period—the Petite Messe Solennelle—his sole 
masterpiece written during the years away from the stage. 
Apart from this amazing and impassioned score, there were 
only whimsical salon pieces he called Sins of My Old Age, 
created to amuse and divert his friends and guests. 

To the outside world, however, his fame rested on one 
composition: The Barber of Seville. It was an opera drawn 
from the same source as Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro—a 
trilogy of plays by another real-life Figaro character, Pierre-
Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais. The plays dealt with the 
intrigues and love affairs in the household of a Spanish 
nobleman, the Count Almaviva. The Beaumarchais Barber, 
however, is permeated by social criticism, with the working 
classes pitted against the aristocracy, while Rossini’s Barber 
is little more than a favorite commedia dell’arte ploy: a foolish 
old man attempting to marry his beautiful and young ward 
who is in love with a handsome young man. 

The Barber was the first play in the Beaumarchais 
trilogy and had been previously set to music by Giovanni 
Paisiello, an accomplished and popular composer of the 
generation prior to Rossini’s. Though immediately 
attracted to the idea of setting The Barber to music, Rossini 
and his librettist Cesare Sterbini worried that the critics 
and public would think they were openly challenging the 

elder Paisiello and be offended by a 
new Barber. 

To avoid such a confrontation, 
Rossini wrote to the then seventy-
year-old Paisiello asking his 
permission to retrace the same 
dramatic ground. Much later, 
Rossini gave his reasons: “I had 
not wanted to enter into a contest 
with him, being aware of my 
inferiority but had wanted only to 
treat a subject that delighted me 

while avoiding as much as possible 
to exact situations in his libretto.” 

Supposedly, Paisiello responded by 
wishing his younger colleague well. Still, 

Rossini thought it better to give the first 
performance of his new work at Rome’s 

Teatro Argentina as Almaviva, attaching to it the 
Beaumarchais subtitle The Useless Precaution. There was 

even a sort of apologia printed in the libretto that first night of 
The Barber, February 20, 1816. Rossini’s fears were justified. 
When he entered the orchestra pit to take his place at the 
harpsichord, catcalls and whistles broke out from a group of 
Paisiello partisans, who were determined to create a debacle. 
Things went from bad to worse. 

The Almaviva was Manuel García, father of the legendary 
prima donnas Maria Malibran and Pauline Viardot. He 
chose not to perform the first aria Rossini wrote for him 
but substituted instead his own arrangement of a Spanish 
melody, sung to his own accompaniment. As he was tuning 
his guitar, a string broke, provoking laughter and more 
catcalls. When Figaro entered, also carrying a guitar, the 
laughter doubled and barely a note of “Largo al factotum” 
was heard. 

The comedy soon became a comedy of errors when the 
Basilio stumbled over a trap door, fell, and bruised his face 
badly. He had to sing “La calunnia” with a handkerchief 
held to a bleeding nose. Next, a cat wandered onstage 
during the first act finale. Figaro chased it in one direction, 
Bartolo in another. It would up under Rosina’s skirts, 
producing total confusion onstage. As the curtain fell, 
Rossini turned to the audience and shrugged his 
shoulders. The public thought it a contemptuous gesture 
and began booing. Hardly a note of music was heard 
during the noise that continued during the second act. 

Oddly enough, Rossini seemed not to have been 
entirely upset by all the furor. When a group of singers 

Manuel García,  
Rossini’s first Count Almaviva in  

Il Barbiere di Siviglia. 
W I K I P E D I A  C O M M O N S
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went to his house after the performance to console him, 
they found the composer sound asleep. Still, Rossini 
thought it was best to stay away from the theater for the 
second performance, which seems to have gone without 
mishap. Later that evening, as Rossini later remembered, 
“I was sleeping peacefully when I was awakened suddenly 
by a deafening uproar out in the street, accompanied by a 
brilliant glow of torches. 

“As soon as I got up, I saw that they were coming in my 
direction. Still half asleep, and remembering the scene of 
the preceding night, I thought that they were coming to 
set fire to the building, and I saved myself by going to a 
stable at the back of the courtyard. But lo, after a few 
minutes I heard García calling me at the top of his voice. 
He finally located me. ‘Get a move on, you. Come on, now, 
listen to those shouts of “Bravo, bravissimo Figaro.” An 
unprecedented success. The street is full of people. They 
want to see you.’ 

“But still heartbroken … I answered, ‘Tell them to go to 
hell, their bravos and all the rest. I’m not coming out of 
here.’ I don’t know how poor García phrased my refusal to 
that turbulent throng. In fact, he was hit in the eye by an 
orange, which gave him a black eye for several days. 
Meanwhile, the uproar in the street increased more and 
more.” There were only seven performances during that 
first run of The Barber in February and March of 1816, and 
it did not return to Rome for five years. But by the time it 
did, The Barber had been joyfully embraced by the major 
cities of Europe, and Rossini’s had become one of the 
prominent names in the world of opera. 

The success of The Barber is doubly remarkable when 
one remembers that it is in many instances a pastiche. It was 
not unusual, of course, during the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries for a composer to borrow from 
himself. Rossini was famous, or infamous if you prefer, in 
this regard. But in the case of The Barber, even he reached 
new heights in robbing the graves of earlier works that had 
not achieved notable fame. The Barber’s overture was 
originally written in 1813 for Aureliano in Palmira and reused 
in 1815 for Elisabetta, Regina d’Inghilterra. Aureliano also 
provided material for Almaviva’s first-act aria “Ecco ridente 
in cielo” and Basilio’s “La calunnia,” while Elisabetta 
contributed the second half of Rosina’s “Una voce poco fa” 
(an allegro idea, which was likewise derived from Aureliano).  

Other ideas came from Sigismondo of 1814 (the opening 
chorus “Piano, pianissimo” and another part of “La 
calunnia”), La Cambiale di Matrimonio of 1810 (The 
Rosina–Figaro duet “Dunque io son”), Il Signor Bruschino 

of 1813 (Bartolo’s “A un dottor della mia sorte”), and finally 
the cantata Egle ed Irene of 1814 (the trio “Ah, qual colpo”). 
Not content with borrowing from himself for The Barber, 
Rossini also made use of ideas from Haydn’s oratorio The 
Seasons, Spontini’s opera La Vestale, and even a Russian 
folk tune. The point, however, is not in what he used but 
how he used it, and The Barber’s irresistible spontaneity 
and musical sense of rightness reduces all of its 
background sources to insignificance. 

Oddly enough, for so universally popular an opera, a 
critical edition (a score that reflects as closely as possible 
a composer’s original intent) was not published until 
recently. It was sorely needed, for The Barber had become 
prey to many traditional performance practices which 
distorted many of Rossini’s wishes, in particular his 
original orchestration. In 1969, an authentic score was 
prepared by Italian conductor and musicologist Alberto 
Zedda [who conducted performances of The Barber at San 
Francisco Opera in 1987 with this score]. 

In the case of The Barber, Zedda’s job was made easier 
by the fact that only one autograph version of the score 
has survived; it rests in the City Music Library of Bologna. 
The problems involved were mainly those of deciphering 
Rossini’s expressive and dynamic markings correctly, and 
the creation of appendices to contain variants and 
alternate arias (such as those for Rosina in the Lesson 
Scene) that had been approved by Rossini or created by 
him for other productions and singers. These appendices 
offer a conductor the flexibility to choose a version of The 
Barber that is not only musically correct but suitable for 
the case at his disposal. 

One final thought before leaving Rossini. He died in 
1868 and was given a grand funeral in Paris befitting his 
enormous fame and the void created by his death. He was 
laid to rest in the cemetery of Père Lachaise, where Bellini 
and Chopin had been buried before him. Like Bellini, 
Rossini’s remains were eventually returned to Italy. In the 
case of Rossini, however, his body was taken to the church 
of Santa Croce in Florence, where Italy’s greatest men are 
interred. The fact that Rossini today rests alongside 
Galileo and Michelangelo gives a more accurate idea of 
how his countrymen and the world came to regard him 
that words ever could.  

 
The late John Ardoin, long-time music critic of the Dallas Morning 
News, was the author of several books and documentaries on 
Maria Callas, also Furtwängler Record (1994) and Valery Gergiev 
and the Kirov (2001). This essay was published in a previous edition 
of San Francisco Opera Magazine. 
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decline in singing. Certainly what he 
saw as a slackening in the art he so 
passionately loved was part of the 
reason he stopped writing for the 
stage so abruptly. But there were 
other pressing reasons as well. 

Rossini had labored long and 
hard ever since his teens, and by 
the time of William Tell he was 
tired, having packed a lifetime’s 
work into the space of twenty-
odd years. Also, during the 
writing of William Tell, he had 
developed a nervous condition that 
gradually became chronic and could 
well have been venereal. It drained his 
energy, and he found that writing had 
become increasingly difficult, especially as he 
had gradually begun to demand more of himself. 

Even after his health improved, the joy in working 
was gone—along with the need to work. By 1855, when 
Rossini settled for good in Paris, he was a wealthy and 
respected figure who could afford the luxury of writing 
music for himself alone. Only one full-scale work came 
from this later period—the Petite Messe Solennelle—his sole 
masterpiece written during the years away from the stage. 
Apart from this amazing and impassioned score, there were 
only whimsical salon pieces he called Sins of My Old Age, 
created to amuse and divert his friends and guests. 

To the outside world, however, his fame rested on one 
composition: The Barber of Seville. It was an opera drawn 
from the same source as Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro—a 
trilogy of plays by another real-life Figaro character, Pierre-
Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais. The plays dealt with the 
intrigues and love affairs in the household of a Spanish 
nobleman, the Count Almaviva. The Beaumarchais Barber, 
however, is permeated by social criticism, with the working 
classes pitted against the aristocracy, while Rossini’s Barber 
is little more than a favorite commedia dell’arte ploy: a foolish 
old man attempting to marry his beautiful and young ward 
who is in love with a handsome young man. 

The Barber was the first play in the Beaumarchais 
trilogy and had been previously set to music by Giovanni 
Paisiello, an accomplished and popular composer of the 
generation prior to Rossini’s. Though immediately 
attracted to the idea of setting The Barber to music, Rossini 
and his librettist Cesare Sterbini worried that the critics 
and public would think they were openly challenging the 

elder Paisiello and be offended by a 
new Barber. 

To avoid such a confrontation, 
Rossini wrote to the then seventy-
year-old Paisiello asking his 
permission to retrace the same 
dramatic ground. Much later, 
Rossini gave his reasons: “I had 
not wanted to enter into a contest 
with him, being aware of my 
inferiority but had wanted only to 
treat a subject that delighted me 

while avoiding as much as possible 
to exact situations in his libretto.” 

Supposedly, Paisiello responded by 
wishing his younger colleague well. Still, 

Rossini thought it better to give the first 
performance of his new work at Rome’s 

Teatro Argentina as Almaviva, attaching to it the 
Beaumarchais subtitle The Useless Precaution. There was 

even a sort of apologia printed in the libretto that first night of 
The Barber, February 20, 1816. Rossini’s fears were justified. 
When he entered the orchestra pit to take his place at the 
harpsichord, catcalls and whistles broke out from a group of 
Paisiello partisans, who were determined to create a debacle. 
Things went from bad to worse. 

The Almaviva was Manuel García, father of the legendary 
prima donnas Maria Malibran and Pauline Viardot. He 
chose not to perform the first aria Rossini wrote for him 
but substituted instead his own arrangement of a Spanish 
melody, sung to his own accompaniment. As he was tuning 
his guitar, a string broke, provoking laughter and more 
catcalls. When Figaro entered, also carrying a guitar, the 
laughter doubled and barely a note of “Largo al factotum” 
was heard. 

The comedy soon became a comedy of errors when the 
Basilio stumbled over a trap door, fell, and bruised his face 
badly. He had to sing “La calunnia” with a handkerchief 
held to a bleeding nose. Next, a cat wandered onstage 
during the first act finale. Figaro chased it in one direction, 
Bartolo in another. It would up under Rosina’s skirts, 
producing total confusion onstage. As the curtain fell, 
Rossini turned to the audience and shrugged his 
shoulders. The public thought it a contemptuous gesture 
and began booing. Hardly a note of music was heard 
during the noise that continued during the second act. 

Oddly enough, Rossini seemed not to have been 
entirely upset by all the furor. When a group of singers 

Manuel García,  
Rossini’s first Count Almaviva in  

Il Barbiere di Siviglia. 
W I K I P E D I A  C O M M O N S
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went to his house after the performance to console him, 
they found the composer sound asleep. Still, Rossini 
thought it was best to stay away from the theater for the 
second performance, which seems to have gone without 
mishap. Later that evening, as Rossini later remembered, 
“I was sleeping peacefully when I was awakened suddenly 
by a deafening uproar out in the street, accompanied by a 
brilliant glow of torches. 

“As soon as I got up, I saw that they were coming in my 
direction. Still half asleep, and remembering the scene of 
the preceding night, I thought that they were coming to 
set fire to the building, and I saved myself by going to a 
stable at the back of the courtyard. But lo, after a few 
minutes I heard García calling me at the top of his voice. 
He finally located me. ‘Get a move on, you. Come on, now, 
listen to those shouts of “Bravo, bravissimo Figaro.” An 
unprecedented success. The street is full of people. They 
want to see you.’ 

“But still heartbroken … I answered, ‘Tell them to go to 
hell, their bravos and all the rest. I’m not coming out of 
here.’ I don’t know how poor García phrased my refusal to 
that turbulent throng. In fact, he was hit in the eye by an 
orange, which gave him a black eye for several days. 
Meanwhile, the uproar in the street increased more and 
more.” There were only seven performances during that 
first run of The Barber in February and March of 1816, and 
it did not return to Rome for five years. But by the time it 
did, The Barber had been joyfully embraced by the major 
cities of Europe, and Rossini’s had become one of the 
prominent names in the world of opera. 

The success of The Barber is doubly remarkable when 
one remembers that it is in many instances a pastiche. It was 
not unusual, of course, during the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries for a composer to borrow from 
himself. Rossini was famous, or infamous if you prefer, in 
this regard. But in the case of The Barber, even he reached 
new heights in robbing the graves of earlier works that had 
not achieved notable fame. The Barber’s overture was 
originally written in 1813 for Aureliano in Palmira and reused 
in 1815 for Elisabetta, Regina d’Inghilterra. Aureliano also 
provided material for Almaviva’s first-act aria “Ecco ridente 
in cielo” and Basilio’s “La calunnia,” while Elisabetta 
contributed the second half of Rosina’s “Una voce poco fa” 
(an allegro idea, which was likewise derived from Aureliano).  

Other ideas came from Sigismondo of 1814 (the opening 
chorus “Piano, pianissimo” and another part of “La 
calunnia”), La Cambiale di Matrimonio of 1810 (The 
Rosina–Figaro duet “Dunque io son”), Il Signor Bruschino 

of 1813 (Bartolo’s “A un dottor della mia sorte”), and finally 
the cantata Egle ed Irene of 1814 (the trio “Ah, qual colpo”). 
Not content with borrowing from himself for The Barber, 
Rossini also made use of ideas from Haydn’s oratorio The 
Seasons, Spontini’s opera La Vestale, and even a Russian 
folk tune. The point, however, is not in what he used but 
how he used it, and The Barber’s irresistible spontaneity 
and musical sense of rightness reduces all of its 
background sources to insignificance. 

Oddly enough, for so universally popular an opera, a 
critical edition (a score that reflects as closely as possible 
a composer’s original intent) was not published until 
recently. It was sorely needed, for The Barber had become 
prey to many traditional performance practices which 
distorted many of Rossini’s wishes, in particular his 
original orchestration. In 1969, an authentic score was 
prepared by Italian conductor and musicologist Alberto 
Zedda [who conducted performances of The Barber at San 
Francisco Opera in 1987 with this score]. 

In the case of The Barber, Zedda’s job was made easier 
by the fact that only one autograph version of the score 
has survived; it rests in the City Music Library of Bologna. 
The problems involved were mainly those of deciphering 
Rossini’s expressive and dynamic markings correctly, and 
the creation of appendices to contain variants and 
alternate arias (such as those for Rosina in the Lesson 
Scene) that had been approved by Rossini or created by 
him for other productions and singers. These appendices 
offer a conductor the flexibility to choose a version of The 
Barber that is not only musically correct but suitable for 
the case at his disposal. 

One final thought before leaving Rossini. He died in 
1868 and was given a grand funeral in Paris befitting his 
enormous fame and the void created by his death. He was 
laid to rest in the cemetery of Père Lachaise, where Bellini 
and Chopin had been buried before him. Like Bellini, 
Rossini’s remains were eventually returned to Italy. In the 
case of Rossini, however, his body was taken to the church 
of Santa Croce in Florence, where Italy’s greatest men are 
interred. The fact that Rossini today rests alongside 
Galileo and Michelangelo gives a more accurate idea of 
how his countrymen and the world came to regard him 
that words ever could.  

 
The late John Ardoin, long-time music critic of the Dallas Morning 
News, was the author of several books and documentaries on 
Maria Callas, also Furtwängler Record (1994) and Valery Gergiev 
and the Kirov (2001). This essay was published in a previous edition 
of San Francisco Opera Magazine. 
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In its 103-year existence San Francisco Opera has 
performed nine of Rossini’s 39 operas, or roughly a 
quarter of his output. It is a fairly high percentage 

since many of the composer’s works fall into the “lesser 
known” or “seldom if ever performed” categories. Any 
die-hard Torvaldo e Dorliska fans out there? 

It took 42 seasons for the Company to perform a 
Rossini opera not titled Il Barberie di Siviglia. That rst 
non-Barber choice in 1964 was L’Italiana in Algeri, but 
even then it was not part of the main season but 

presented by the affiliate Spring Opera Theater (SPOT) 
and sung in English as The Italian Girl in Algiers. The rst 
mainstage non-Barber offering was Rossini’s version of 
the Cinderella story, La Cenerentola, in 1969. 

It’s not surprising that Barber alone represented 
Rossini in the Company’s rst forty years. This tunefully 
effervescent comic romp had been hugely popular in San 
Francisco since the Gold Rush. An aria from the opera was 
heard in the city as early as 1850, and the rst 
performance of Barber here (in French) was presented at 

Beyond Barber 
Rossini at San Francisco Opera 

BY KIP  CRANNA

A massive lion sculpture designed by Gerard Howland 
for the 1994 premiere of Rossini’s Otello was built in the 
scene shop and photographed while being transported 
to the Opera House. / S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  A R C H I V E S
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the Adelphi Theater in 1853 by a group calling itself The 
French Opera Company.  

San Francisco Opera founder Gaetano Merola included 
Barber in his third season, 1925, with the Italians Riccardo 
Stracciari and Tito Schipa as Figaro and Count Almaviva. 
The Spanish soprano Elivra de Hidalgo made a splash as the 
heroine Rosina, praised by critic Redfern Mason of the San 
Francisco Examiner as “that rara avis among prima donnas, a 
coloratura with brains and character.”  

Clearly aware of its immense popularity, Merola would go 
on to perform Barber nearly every season in the 1930s and 
1940s. By the time of his death in 1953 he had programmed it 
thirteen times. Flash-forward another seventy years and we 
nd that as of the current 2025–26 Season, that gure has 
risen to twenty-eight, or a Barber roughly once every three 
and a half years. That wily Figaro clearly has his fans! 

What led the Company to begin turning toward other 
Rossini repertoire by the 1960s? The answer is fairly 
simple: Marilyn Horne. The powerhouse American 
coloratura mezzo had made her Company debut as Marie 
in Berg’s Wozzeck in 1960 at age twenty-six. But her true 
calling lay in bel canto. Her remarkably agile technique 
and richly colored tone soon made her a worthy 
champion of Rossini’s orid style. After making a big 
impression as Rosina in SPOT’s Barber in 1962, she was 
ideally poised to headline its aforementioned 1964 
production of The Italian Girl in Algiers. San Francisco 
Examiner critic Arthur Bloomeld cited her “sumptuous-
sounding bubblingly comic Isabella.” Horne would bring 
her prodigious talent to ve other Rossini works with the 
Company between 1979 and 1992. Not surprisingly the 
Rossini Foundation awarded her its Golden Plaque in 
1982, calling her “the greatest Rossini singer in the world.” 

That mainstage Cenerentola in 1969 did not feature 
Horne (though she would sing it here in 1982) but instead 
offered the engaging Spanish mezzo Teresa Berganza’s 
“creamy-toned adorable Cinderella” (San Francisco 
Examiner). The ingenious French designer–director Jean-
Pierre Ponnelle’s delightfully inventive staging would 
become a perennial, seen in ve subsequent seasons. In 
fact, it is the only Cenerentola production the Company 
has ever presented, and it was revived as recently as 2014.  

But Rossini’s works are not all comedies. His serious 
operas nally began arriving at San Francisco Opera by the 
late 1970s. These works typically involved “travesti” parts, 
or heroic male characters sung by mezzo-sopranos that 
are distinct from familiar “trouser roles” like Cherubino in 
The Marriage of Figaro in which a female singer portrays an 
adolescent boy. Travesti roles were Rossini’s substitute for 

Teresa Berganza as the title role in La Cenerentola, 1969. / R O B E R T  C A H E N

Montserrat Caballé and Marilyn Horne in Semiramide, 1981. / R O N  S C H E R L
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In its 103-year existence San Francisco Opera has 
performed nine of Rossini’s 39 operas, or roughly a 
quarter of his output. It is a fairly high percentage 

since many of the composer’s works fall into the “lesser 
known” or “seldom if ever performed” categories. Any 
die-hard Torvaldo e Dorliska fans out there? 

It took 42 seasons for the Company to perform a 
Rossini opera not titled Il Barberie di Siviglia. That rst 
non-Barber choice in 1964 was L’Italiana in Algeri, but 
even then it was not part of the main season but 

presented by the affiliate Spring Opera Theater (SPOT) 
and sung in English as The Italian Girl in Algiers. The rst 
mainstage non-Barber offering was Rossini’s version of 
the Cinderella story, La Cenerentola, in 1969. 

It’s not surprising that Barber alone represented 
Rossini in the Company’s rst forty years. This tunefully 
effervescent comic romp had been hugely popular in San 
Francisco since the Gold Rush. An aria from the opera was 
heard in the city as early as 1850, and the rst 
performance of Barber here (in French) was presented at 

Beyond Barber 
Rossini at San Francisco Opera 

BY KIP  CRANNA

A massive lion sculpture designed by Gerard Howland 
for the 1994 premiere of Rossini’s Otello was built in the 
scene shop and photographed while being transported 
to the Opera House. / S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  A R C H I V E S
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the Adelphi Theater in 1853 by a group calling itself The 
French Opera Company.  

San Francisco Opera founder Gaetano Merola included 
Barber in his third season, 1925, with the Italians Riccardo 
Stracciari and Tito Schipa as Figaro and Count Almaviva. 
The Spanish soprano Elivra de Hidalgo made a splash as the 
heroine Rosina, praised by critic Redfern Mason of the San 
Francisco Examiner as “that rara avis among prima donnas, a 
coloratura with brains and character.”  

Clearly aware of its immense popularity, Merola would go 
on to perform Barber nearly every season in the 1930s and 
1940s. By the time of his death in 1953 he had programmed it 
thirteen times. Flash-forward another seventy years and we 
nd that as of the current 2025–26 Season, that gure has 
risen to twenty-eight, or a Barber roughly once every three 
and a half years. That wily Figaro clearly has his fans! 

What led the Company to begin turning toward other 
Rossini repertoire by the 1960s? The answer is fairly 
simple: Marilyn Horne. The powerhouse American 
coloratura mezzo had made her Company debut as Marie 
in Berg’s Wozzeck in 1960 at age twenty-six. But her true 
calling lay in bel canto. Her remarkably agile technique 
and richly colored tone soon made her a worthy 
champion of Rossini’s orid style. After making a big 
impression as Rosina in SPOT’s Barber in 1962, she was 
ideally poised to headline its aforementioned 1964 
production of The Italian Girl in Algiers. San Francisco 
Examiner critic Arthur Bloomeld cited her “sumptuous-
sounding bubblingly comic Isabella.” Horne would bring 
her prodigious talent to ve other Rossini works with the 
Company between 1979 and 1992. Not surprisingly the 
Rossini Foundation awarded her its Golden Plaque in 
1982, calling her “the greatest Rossini singer in the world.” 

That mainstage Cenerentola in 1969 did not feature 
Horne (though she would sing it here in 1982) but instead 
offered the engaging Spanish mezzo Teresa Berganza’s 
“creamy-toned adorable Cinderella” (San Francisco 
Examiner). The ingenious French designer–director Jean-
Pierre Ponnelle’s delightfully inventive staging would 
become a perennial, seen in ve subsequent seasons. In 
fact, it is the only Cenerentola production the Company 
has ever presented, and it was revived as recently as 2014.  

But Rossini’s works are not all comedies. His serious 
operas nally began arriving at San Francisco Opera by the 
late 1970s. These works typically involved “travesti” parts, 
or heroic male characters sung by mezzo-sopranos that 
are distinct from familiar “trouser roles” like Cherubino in 
The Marriage of Figaro in which a female singer portrays an 
adolescent boy. Travesti roles were Rossini’s substitute for 

Teresa Berganza as the title role in La Cenerentola, 1969. / R O B E R T  C A H E N

Montserrat Caballé and Marilyn Horne in Semiramide, 1981. / R O N  S C H E R L
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the famed virtuosic castrati he remembered from his 
youth and whose absence he sadly lamented [they 
disappeared after the French Revolution]. By the 1970s, 
Marilyn Horne’s stalwart advocacy of such parts began to 
spark local admiration for these serious operas, beginning 
with her 1979 appearance in the title role of Tancredi. 
Performed in a “stylized concert version” with narration, 
the plot of Tancredi involves a love triangle in which the 
exiled knight of the title hopes to reunite with his secret 
love, Amenaide, who, as luck would have it, was promised 
to an enemy warrior to secure an alliance.  

A fully staged Semiramide followed in 1981 on the 
opening night of legendary general director Kurt Herbert 
Adler’s star-studded nal season before his retirement in 
designer–director Pier Luigi Pizzi’s highly conceptual all-
white scenery. The opera tells of the Babylonian Queen 
Semiramide who, having previously conspired with her 
lover to murder her husband, now hopes to marry a 
young warrior who turns out to be her own long-lost son. 

Horne warbled with astonishing ease as the hero Arsace, 
well-matched by Spanish diva Montserrat Caballé in the 
title role. As the villain Assur, bass James Morris ably 
managed the coloratura demands of the role, though he 
would soon move on to more dramatic repertoire, singing 
Wagner’s Wotan in the Company’s Ring cycle in 1985. The 
1988 American premiere of the Rossini rarity Maometto II 
offered a tragedy set during the fteenth-century 
Ottoman siege of a Venetian colony whose commander 
wishes his daughter to marry the officer Calbo, though 
she is secretly in love with a man who turns out to be 
none other than the Turkish Sultan Maometto (Mehmet) 
himself. The opera again featured Horne, this time as the 
hero Calbo opposite June Anderson as the prima donna 
Anna, with Italian bass Simone Alaimo in the title role.  

Rossini’s nal masterpiece, the monumental French 
grand opera Guillaume Tell (William Tell), was completed 
in 1829 when the composer was thirty-seven. He then 
retired, composing no more operas—though he lived 

Marilyn Horne studying a musical score while strolling down Market Street in 1961. / C A R O L Y N  M A S O N  J O N E S

“What led the Company  
to begin turning toward other  

Rossini repertoire by the 1960s?  
The answer is fairly simple:  

Marilyn Horne.” 
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nearly forty years longer. The occasion for Tell’s San 
Francisco premiere was the 1992 bicentennial of Rossini’s 
birth, which prompted the Company’s then general 
director Lot Mansouri to present a Rossini Festival 
featuring four of his operas. Mansouri’s production of 
Tell, with a striking double-turntable set designed by 
Gerard Howland, was conducted by Donald Runnicles and 
featured baritone Timothy Noble in the title role, with 
Carol Vaness as the heroine Mathilde and tenor Chris 
Merritt in the super-orid role of her lover Arnold. 
(Merritt would return for a 1997 revival of the production, 
this time with Jean-Philipe Lafont as Tell and Patricia 
Racette as Mathilde.) The 1992 Rossini Festival also 
brought back Marilyn Horne as Isabella in Italiana—her 
last Rossini performances in San Francisco—while the 
beloved Frederica von Stade brought us her Rosina in 
Barber. The Company also gave the American stage 
premiere of Ermione, a Trojan War–aftermath story based 
on Racine’s Andomaque, with the intensely dramatic Anna 

Caterina Antonacci in the title role. To round out the 
Festival, Rossini’s late sacred work Petite Messe Solennelle 
was heard at Grace Cathedral.  

Yet another Rossini rarity was to follow. The 1994–95 
Season brought Otello, the composer’s 1816 opera, which was 
not based on Shakespeare’s play but on a French source 
derived from it. The hard-to-cast work calls for not one but 
three ercely ornamented coloratura tenor roles. Otello’s 
vocal reworks in San Francisco were deftly mastered by 
Chris Merritt as Otello, Craig Estep as Iago, and Bruce Ford 
as Otello’s “heated rival” (to coin a phrase) Rodrigo.  

What unusual Rossini might San Francisco encounter 
in the future? The answer may depend on what 
enterprising and agile-throated singers are available to do 
them justice. In the meantime, the perennial pleasures of 
The Barber of Seville will surely appease any current 
craving for Rossini’s bel canto delights.  
 
Clifford “Kip” Cranna is Dramaturg Emeritus of San Francisco Opera. 

The late artist Betty Guy often sketched scenes of San Francisco Opera productions during rehearsals in the War Memorial Opera House,  
including this grand scene from the 1997 revival of Guillaume Tell. / C O U R T E S Y  O F  T H E B E T T Y G U Y C O L L E C T I O N . C O M
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Artist Proles
# American Debut  * San Francisco Opera Debut  ♪ Role Debut  † Current Adler Fellow  ◊ Adler Fellowship Graduate  + Merola Opera Program Graduate

BENJAMIN MANIS 

(Chicago, Illinois) 

Conductor 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Carmen; 

The Future Is Now: 

Adler Fellows Concert 

Recent and Upcoming: Carlisle Floyd’s 

Of Mice and Men (Houston Grand Opera); 

Fidelio (Utah Opera); Madama Butterfly 

(Utah); John Corigliano’s The Ghosts of 

Versailles (Rice University); Carmen 

(HGO); Roméo et Juliette (HGO); Joel 

Thompson’s The Snowy Day (HGO); 

Tosca (HGO); Damien Sneed’s Marian’s 

Song (HGO); Rachel Portman’s The Little 

Prince (Utah); The Rape of Lucretia/Dido 

and Aeneas (Rice); engagements with 

Grand Teton Music Festival, Rhode 

Island Philharmonic, Richmond 

Symphony, Savannah Philharmonic 

 

JOSHUA HOPKINS 

Baritone 

(Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada) 

Figaro 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Harry 

Bailey in Jake Heggie and Gene 

Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life 

Recent and Upcoming: Papageno in Die 

Zauberflöte (Metropolitan Opera, 

Semperoper Dresden); Rachmaninoff’s 

The Bells (Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony); 

Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast (Bucharest’s 

George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra); 

Bach’s Easter Oratorio (San Francisco 

Symphony); Vaughan Williams’ Dona 

Nobis Pacem (Colorado Symphony); 

Haydn’s Mass in Time of War (Colorado, 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra); Jake 

Heggie’s Songs for Murdered Sisters 

(Victoria Symphony, Ann Arbor’s 

University Philharmonia Orchestra, 

Carnegie Hall, Philadelphia Orchestra at 

Marian Anderson Hall, Naples 

Philharmonic); Figaro in Il Barbiere di 

Siviglia (Dresden); Maximillian in Candide 

(Dresden); Guglielmo in Così fan tutte 

(Munich’s Bavarian State Opera); 

Bernard Foccroulle and Matthew 

Jocelyn’s Cassandra (Berlin State 

Opera); Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di 

Figaro (Metropolitan Opera); 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 

(Montreal’s Orchestre Métropolitain); 

Fauré Requiem (Pittsburgh Symphony); 

Handel’s Messiah (Pittsburgh) 

 

JUSTIN AUSTIN* 

Baritone 

(Stuttgart, Germany) 

Figaro 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Jake in 

Porgy and Bess 

(Houston Grand Opera); Remus in Scott 

Joplin’s Treemonisha (Washington 

National Opera); Damien Sneed and the 

Orchestra of Tomorrow (Carnegie Hall); 

Damien Geter’s Cotton (La Jolla Music 

Society); Fugitives (New York Festival of 

Song); Kevin Puts’ Silent Night 

(Metropolitan Opera); Mercutio in Roméo 

et Juliette (LA Opera, WNO); Guglielmo 

in Così fan tutte (LA); Lindon in Ricky Ian 

Gordon’s This House (Opera Theatre of 

Saint Louis); selections from Terence 

Blanchard’s Champion and Fire Shut Up 

in My Bones (The Soraya); My Brother’s 

Keeper (New York Festival of Song at 

Kaufman Center); Thomas Eugene 

McKeller in Damien Geter’s American 

Apollo (Des Moines Metro Opera); Brett 

Dean’s Hamlet (Metropolitan Opera); 

Ned Keene in Peter Grimes (Metropolitan 

Opera); Motorcycle Cop in Jake Heggie’s 

Dead Man Walking (Metropolitan Opera); 

Champion (Lyric Opera of Chicago); Fire 

Shut Up in My Bones (Chicago); George 

Armstrong in Lynn Nottage and Ricky 

Ian Gordon’s Intimate Apparel (Lincoln 

Center); Kurt Weill’s The Threepenny 

Opera film (City Lyric Opera); recitals 

(Park Avenue Armory, Marian Anderson 

Vocal Award at Kennedy Center) 

Instagram: @justinmichaelaustin 

Facebook: @JustinAustinbaritone 

Website: justin-austin.com 

 

MARIA KATAEVA# 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Düsseldorf, 

Germany) 

Rosina 

Recent and 

Upcoming:  

La Cenerentola (Baden Baden, Deutsche 

Oper am Rhein); Les Contes d’Hoffmann 

(Deutsche Oper am Rhein); Beatrice di 

Tenda (Deutsche Oper am Rhein);  

Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Vienna State Opera, 

Teatro Massimo di Palermo, Teatro 

Regio di Parma, Deutsche Oper am 

Rhein); Carmen (Seville’s Teatro de la 

Maestranza, Hamburg State Opera);  

La Clemenza di Tito (Deutsche Oper am 

Rhein); Le Comte Ory (Pesaro’s Rossini 

Opera Festival); recital (Pesaro); Zarzuela 

concert (Paris’ Salle Gaveau); concert 

(Salzburg’s Mozartwoche) 
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HONGNI WU 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Jiangxi, China) 

Rosina 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Bao Chai 

in Bright Sheng and 

David Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red 

Chamber; Crab General/Venus Star in 

Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s 

The Monkey King 

Recent and Upcoming: Linea in the 

Marc Blitzstein’s Parabola and Circula 

(Norrköping Symphony Orchestra in 

Berlin); Cherubino in Le Nozze di Figaro 

(Opera North, Santa Fe Opera); 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (London 

Philharmonic Orchestra); Ravel’s 

Schéhérazade (Chinese National 

Symphony Orchestra); Siebel in Faust 

(London’s Royal Ballet and Opera); 

Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Macau, 

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Suzuki in 

Madama Butterfly (London); Dorabella in 

Così fan tutte (Pacific Opera Victoria); 

Angelina in La Cenerentola (Opera 

Maine); Mahler’s Third Symphony 

(Philharmonia Orchestra at London’s 

Royal Festival Hall) 

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 

National Council Auditions (2018)  

 

LEVY SEKGAPANE* 
Tenor 

(Kroonstad, South 

Africa) 

Count Almaviva 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Count 

Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

(Glyndebourne Festival, Paris Opera, 

Vienna State Opera, Bordeaux); Don 

Ramiro in La Cenerentola (Munich’s 

Bavarian State Opera, LA Opera, Zurich, 

Baden-Baden); Dorvil in Rossini’s La 

Scala di Seta (Zurich); Nemorino in 

L’Elisir d’Amore (Riga’s Latvian National 

Opera, Wiesbaden); Handel’s Messiah 

(Montreal); Ernesto in Don Pasquale 

(Hungarian National Opera); Oreste in 

Rossini’s Ermione (Marseille); concert 

(Munich’s Gärtnerplatztheater); Lindoro 

in L’Italiana in Algeri (Paris’ Théâtre des 

Champs-Elysées); Jonah in Kris 

Defoort’s The Time of Our Singing 

(Brussels’ La Monnaie/De Munt); Mozart 

Requiem (Barcelona’s Gran Theatre del 

Liceu); I Puritani (Théâtre des Champs-

Elysées); Rossini’s Otello (Frankfurt); La 

Sonnambula (Munich); Les Pêcheurs de 

Perles (Cape Town); Enrico di Borgogna 

(Bergamo’s Donizetti Festival); Idomeneo 

(Salzburg Festival) 

Instagram: @sekgapane.official  

Facebook: @Levy Sekgapane 

                                                                       

JACK SWANSON* 

Tenor 

(Stillwater, Minnesota) 

Count Almaviva 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Count 

Almaviva in Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia (Metropolitan Opera, Cologne, 

Turin, Santa Fe, Rossini Opera Festival, 

Arena di Verona, Vienna State Opera, 

Houston Grand Opera); Ernesto in Don 

Pasquale (Hamburg State Opera); Don 

Ramiro in La Cenerentola (Houston); 

Fenton in Falstaff (Houston); Tonio in La 

Fille du Régiment (Munich’s Bavarian 

State Opera); Tamino in Die Zauberflöte 

(Lorraine Opera); Count Belfiore in 

Rossini’s Il Viaggio a Reims (Rossini 

Opera Festival); Handel’s Messiah; 

Théodore Dubois’ The Seven Last Words 

of Christ; Mozart Requiem; Carmina 

Burana 

Instagram: @tenor_vs_wild 

RENATO GIROLAMI 

Baritone 

(Amelia, Italy) 

Doctor Bartolo 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Dulcamara 

in L’Elisir d’Amore 

Recent and Upcoming: Dulcamara in 

L’Elisir d’Amore (Vienna State Opera, 

New National Theatre Tokyo); Doctor 

Bartolo in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Paris 

Opera, Berlin State Opera, Canadian 

Opera Company, Semperoper Dresden, 

Vienna); La Cenerentola (Madrid’s Teatro 

Real, Vienna, Munich’s Bavarian State 

Opera, Lyon Opera, Oslo’s Den Norske 

Opera); Rossini’s Il Turco in Italia (Zurich 

Opera, Lyon, Bilbao); Fra Melitone in La 

Forza del Destino (Zurich); title role of 

Gianni Schicchi (Oslo); Roméo et Juliette 

(Berlin); Falstaff (Glyndebourne);  

Tosca (Paris) 

Website: renatogirolami.com 

 

PATRICK CARFIZZI 

Bass-Baritone 

(Newburgh, New 

York) 

Doctor Bartolo 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore; Paolo 

Albiani in Simon Boccanegra; Henry 

Kissinger in John Adams’ Nixon in China 

Recent and Upcoming: Mason Bates’ 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and 

Clay (Metropolitan Opera); Bartolo in Le 

Nozze di Figaro (Atlanta Opera); Doctor 

Bartolo in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (San 

Diego Opera, Metropolitan Opera, LA 

Opera, Florentine Opera, Opera Theatre 

of Saint Louis, Minnesota Opera); 

Sacristan in Tosca (Metropolitan Opera); 

Agata in Donizetti’s Viva la Mamma/title 

role of Domenico Cimarosa’s Il Maestro 

di Cappella (Florentine Opera); title role 

of Don Pasquale (Saint Louis); Speaker in 
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Artist Proles
# American Debut  * San Francisco Opera Debut  ♪ Role Debut  † Current Adler Fellow  ◊ Adler Fellowship Graduate  + Merola Opera Program Graduate

BENJAMIN MANIS 

(Chicago, Illinois) 

Conductor 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Carmen; 

The Future Is Now: 

Adler Fellows Concert 

Recent and Upcoming: Carlisle Floyd’s 

Of Mice and Men (Houston Grand Opera); 

Fidelio (Utah Opera); Madama Butterfly 

(Utah); John Corigliano’s The Ghosts of 

Versailles (Rice University); Carmen 

(HGO); Roméo et Juliette (HGO); Joel 

Thompson’s The Snowy Day (HGO); 

Tosca (HGO); Damien Sneed’s Marian’s 

Song (HGO); Rachel Portman’s The Little 

Prince (Utah); The Rape of Lucretia/Dido 

and Aeneas (Rice); engagements with 

Grand Teton Music Festival, Rhode 

Island Philharmonic, Richmond 

Symphony, Savannah Philharmonic 

 

JOSHUA HOPKINS 

Baritone 

(Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada) 

Figaro 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Harry 

Bailey in Jake Heggie and Gene 

Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life 

Recent and Upcoming: Papageno in Die 

Zauberflöte (Metropolitan Opera, 

Semperoper Dresden); Rachmaninoff’s 

The Bells (Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony); 

Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast (Bucharest’s 

George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra); 

Bach’s Easter Oratorio (San Francisco 

Symphony); Vaughan Williams’ Dona 

Nobis Pacem (Colorado Symphony); 

Haydn’s Mass in Time of War (Colorado, 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra); Jake 

Heggie’s Songs for Murdered Sisters 

(Victoria Symphony, Ann Arbor’s 

University Philharmonia Orchestra, 

Carnegie Hall, Philadelphia Orchestra at 

Marian Anderson Hall, Naples 

Philharmonic); Figaro in Il Barbiere di 

Siviglia (Dresden); Maximillian in Candide 

(Dresden); Guglielmo in Così fan tutte 

(Munich’s Bavarian State Opera); 

Bernard Foccroulle and Matthew 

Jocelyn’s Cassandra (Berlin State 

Opera); Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di 

Figaro (Metropolitan Opera); 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 

(Montreal’s Orchestre Métropolitain); 

Fauré Requiem (Pittsburgh Symphony); 

Handel’s Messiah (Pittsburgh) 

 

JUSTIN AUSTIN* 

Baritone 

(Stuttgart, Germany) 

Figaro 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Jake in 

Porgy and Bess 

(Houston Grand Opera); Remus in Scott 

Joplin’s Treemonisha (Washington 

National Opera); Damien Sneed and the 

Orchestra of Tomorrow (Carnegie Hall); 

Damien Geter’s Cotton (La Jolla Music 

Society); Fugitives (New York Festival of 

Song); Kevin Puts’ Silent Night 

(Metropolitan Opera); Mercutio in Roméo 

et Juliette (LA Opera, WNO); Guglielmo 

in Così fan tutte (LA); Lindon in Ricky Ian 

Gordon’s This House (Opera Theatre of 

Saint Louis); selections from Terence 

Blanchard’s Champion and Fire Shut Up 

in My Bones (The Soraya); My Brother’s 

Keeper (New York Festival of Song at 

Kaufman Center); Thomas Eugene 

McKeller in Damien Geter’s American 

Apollo (Des Moines Metro Opera); Brett 

Dean’s Hamlet (Metropolitan Opera); 

Ned Keene in Peter Grimes (Metropolitan 

Opera); Motorcycle Cop in Jake Heggie’s 

Dead Man Walking (Metropolitan Opera); 

Champion (Lyric Opera of Chicago); Fire 

Shut Up in My Bones (Chicago); George 

Armstrong in Lynn Nottage and Ricky 

Ian Gordon’s Intimate Apparel (Lincoln 

Center); Kurt Weill’s The Threepenny 

Opera film (City Lyric Opera); recitals 

(Park Avenue Armory, Marian Anderson 

Vocal Award at Kennedy Center) 

Instagram: @justinmichaelaustin 

Facebook: @JustinAustinbaritone 

Website: justin-austin.com 

 

MARIA KATAEVA# 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Düsseldorf, 

Germany) 

Rosina 

Recent and 

Upcoming:  

La Cenerentola (Baden Baden, Deutsche 

Oper am Rhein); Les Contes d’Hoffmann 

(Deutsche Oper am Rhein); Beatrice di 

Tenda (Deutsche Oper am Rhein);  

Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Vienna State Opera, 

Teatro Massimo di Palermo, Teatro 

Regio di Parma, Deutsche Oper am 

Rhein); Carmen (Seville’s Teatro de la 

Maestranza, Hamburg State Opera);  

La Clemenza di Tito (Deutsche Oper am 

Rhein); Le Comte Ory (Pesaro’s Rossini 

Opera Festival); recital (Pesaro); Zarzuela 

concert (Paris’ Salle Gaveau); concert 

(Salzburg’s Mozartwoche) 
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HONGNI WU 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Jiangxi, China) 

Rosina 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Bao Chai 

in Bright Sheng and 

David Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red 

Chamber; Crab General/Venus Star in 

Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s 

The Monkey King 

Recent and Upcoming: Linea in the 

Marc Blitzstein’s Parabola and Circula 

(Norrköping Symphony Orchestra in 

Berlin); Cherubino in Le Nozze di Figaro 

(Opera North, Santa Fe Opera); 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (London 

Philharmonic Orchestra); Ravel’s 

Schéhérazade (Chinese National 

Symphony Orchestra); Siebel in Faust 

(London’s Royal Ballet and Opera); 

Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Macau, 

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Suzuki in 

Madama Butterfly (London); Dorabella in 

Così fan tutte (Pacific Opera Victoria); 

Angelina in La Cenerentola (Opera 

Maine); Mahler’s Third Symphony 

(Philharmonia Orchestra at London’s 

Royal Festival Hall) 

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 

National Council Auditions (2018)  

 

LEVY SEKGAPANE* 
Tenor 

(Kroonstad, South 

Africa) 

Count Almaviva 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Count 

Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

(Glyndebourne Festival, Paris Opera, 

Vienna State Opera, Bordeaux); Don 

Ramiro in La Cenerentola (Munich’s 

Bavarian State Opera, LA Opera, Zurich, 

Baden-Baden); Dorvil in Rossini’s La 

Scala di Seta (Zurich); Nemorino in 

L’Elisir d’Amore (Riga’s Latvian National 

Opera, Wiesbaden); Handel’s Messiah 

(Montreal); Ernesto in Don Pasquale 

(Hungarian National Opera); Oreste in 

Rossini’s Ermione (Marseille); concert 

(Munich’s Gärtnerplatztheater); Lindoro 

in L’Italiana in Algeri (Paris’ Théâtre des 

Champs-Elysées); Jonah in Kris 

Defoort’s The Time of Our Singing 

(Brussels’ La Monnaie/De Munt); Mozart 

Requiem (Barcelona’s Gran Theatre del 

Liceu); I Puritani (Théâtre des Champs-

Elysées); Rossini’s Otello (Frankfurt); La 

Sonnambula (Munich); Les Pêcheurs de 

Perles (Cape Town); Enrico di Borgogna 

(Bergamo’s Donizetti Festival); Idomeneo 

(Salzburg Festival) 

Instagram: @sekgapane.official  

Facebook: @Levy Sekgapane 

                                                                       

JACK SWANSON* 

Tenor 

(Stillwater, Minnesota) 

Count Almaviva 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Count 

Almaviva in Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia (Metropolitan Opera, Cologne, 

Turin, Santa Fe, Rossini Opera Festival, 

Arena di Verona, Vienna State Opera, 

Houston Grand Opera); Ernesto in Don 

Pasquale (Hamburg State Opera); Don 

Ramiro in La Cenerentola (Houston); 

Fenton in Falstaff (Houston); Tonio in La 

Fille du Régiment (Munich’s Bavarian 

State Opera); Tamino in Die Zauberflöte 

(Lorraine Opera); Count Belfiore in 

Rossini’s Il Viaggio a Reims (Rossini 

Opera Festival); Handel’s Messiah; 

Théodore Dubois’ The Seven Last Words 

of Christ; Mozart Requiem; Carmina 

Burana 

Instagram: @tenor_vs_wild 

RENATO GIROLAMI 

Baritone 

(Amelia, Italy) 

Doctor Bartolo 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Dulcamara 

in L’Elisir d’Amore 

Recent and Upcoming: Dulcamara in 

L’Elisir d’Amore (Vienna State Opera, 

New National Theatre Tokyo); Doctor 

Bartolo in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Paris 

Opera, Berlin State Opera, Canadian 

Opera Company, Semperoper Dresden, 

Vienna); La Cenerentola (Madrid’s Teatro 

Real, Vienna, Munich’s Bavarian State 

Opera, Lyon Opera, Oslo’s Den Norske 

Opera); Rossini’s Il Turco in Italia (Zurich 

Opera, Lyon, Bilbao); Fra Melitone in La 

Forza del Destino (Zurich); title role of 

Gianni Schicchi (Oslo); Roméo et Juliette 

(Berlin); Falstaff (Glyndebourne);  

Tosca (Paris) 

Website: renatogirolami.com 

 

PATRICK CARFIZZI 

Bass-Baritone 

(Newburgh, New 

York) 

Doctor Bartolo 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore; Paolo 

Albiani in Simon Boccanegra; Henry 

Kissinger in John Adams’ Nixon in China 

Recent and Upcoming: Mason Bates’ 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and 

Clay (Metropolitan Opera); Bartolo in Le 

Nozze di Figaro (Atlanta Opera); Doctor 

Bartolo in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (San 

Diego Opera, Metropolitan Opera, LA 

Opera, Florentine Opera, Opera Theatre 

of Saint Louis, Minnesota Opera); 

Sacristan in Tosca (Metropolitan Opera); 

Agata in Donizetti’s Viva la Mamma/title 

role of Domenico Cimarosa’s Il Maestro 

di Cappella (Florentine Opera); title role 

of Don Pasquale (Saint Louis); Speaker in 
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The Magic Flute (Metropolitan Opera); 

Fra Melitone in La Forza del Destino 

(Metropolitan Opera); Leporello in Don 

Giovanni (Boston Baroque); Don Basilio 

in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Saint Louis); 

Swallow in Peter Grimes (Metropolitan 

Opera); Bailli in Werther (Houston Grand 

Opera); Don Alfonso in Così fan tutte 

(Tanglewood); Don Magnifico in La 

Cenerentola (Opera Maine, Houston); 

Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore (Seattle 

Opera); Starveling in Britten’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream (Santa Fe 

Opera); Jailer in Dialogues of the 

Carmelites (Metropolitan Opera); 

Brander in La Damnation de Faust 

(Metropolitan Opera); Turandot 

(Metropolitan Opera); Gianni Schicchi 

(Metropolitan Opera) 

Instagram: @patrickcarfizzi  

 

RICCARDO FASSI* 

Bass 

(Milan, Italy) 

Don Basilio 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Caterina 

Cornaro (Bergamo’s 

Donizetti Opera); Le Nozze di Figaro 

(Vienna State Opera, Munich’s Bavarian 

State Opera, London’s Royal Ballet and 

Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Berlin State 

Opera); Rigoletto (Munich); Simon 

Boccanegra (Las Palmas); Adelaide di 

Borgogna (Pesaro’s Rossini Opera 

Festival); Il Trovatore (Bilbao, Florence, 

London, Berlin); Norma (Palermo’s 

Teatro Massimo, Berlin); Don Giovanni 

(Valencia’s Palau de les Arts, Parma); 

Macbeth (Vienna); Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

(Naples’ Teatro di San Carlo); Verdi 

Requiem (Bari’s Teatro Petruzzelli) 

 

CATHERINE COOK◊+ 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Daly City, California) 

Berta 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: over 350 

performances in over 

50 productions, including Jade Boucher 

in Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; title 

role of Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne; 

Mrs. McClean in Carlisle Floyd’s 

Susannah; Mother Goose in The Rake’s 

Progress; La Frugola in Il Tabarro; Arlene 

Kamen and Wang Tai-Tai in Stewart 

Wallace’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter; 

Annina in Der Rosenkavalier; Mother 

Bailey in Heggie’s It’s a Wonderful Life; 

Marcellina in Le Nozze di Figaro; Berta in 

The Barber of Seville; Mother Jeanne in 

Dialogues of the Carmelites  

Recent and Upcoming: Marcellina in  

Le Nozze di Figaro (San Francisco 

Opera); Jake Heggie’s Crossing Borders 

(Music of Remembrance); Marquise in 

La Fille du Régiment (Opera Colorado); 

Mamma Lucia in Cavalleria Rusticana 

(Sacramento Philharmonic and Opera); 

Mama in Stewart Wallace’s Harvey Milk 

Reimagined (Opera Parallèle); Julia Child 

in Lee Hoiby’s Bon Appetit! (Opera 

Parallèle); Tom Cipullo’s The Parting 

(Music of Remembrance); Innkeeper in 

Boris Godunov (San Francisco 

Symphony); Zosia in Heggie’s Out of 

Darkness (Music of Remembrance); Frau 

Peachum in The Threepenny Opera 

(West Edge Opera); Old Woman in 

Candide (Arizona Opera) 

Professor of Voice at San Francisco 

Conservatory of Music 

San Francisco Opera Medal (2022) 

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 

National Council Auditions (1990) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 1991, 1992 

Merola Opera Program: 1990 

Instagram: @catherineacook 

OLIVIER 

ZEROUALI♪†+ 

Baritone 

(Middletown, 

Delaware) 

Fiorello 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Trojan Man in Idomeneo; 

Marullo in Rigoletto; Motorcycle Cop in 

Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; 

Schaunard in Bohème Out of the Box 

Recent and Upcoming: Silvio in a love 

duet from Pagliacci (Merola Opera 

Program); Song As Drama recital 

(Merola); Malatesta in a scene from  

Don Pasquale (Merola Grand Finale); 

Robert in Iolanta (Yale Opera Theatre); 

Betto in Gianni Schicchi (Yale); Brother in 

Kurt Weill’s The Seven Deadly Sins (Yale); 

Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette 

(Glimmerglass Festival); workshops of 

Olivia Shortt’s The Museum of the  

Lost and Ashley Au’s Inertia (Highlands 

Opera Studio) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2025, 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2024 

 

GABRIEL NATAL-

BÁEZ*♪†+ 

Baritone 

(Toa Alta, Puerto Rico) 

Ambrogio 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Marcello 

in Bohème Out of the Box 

Recent and Upcoming: Marullo in 

Rigoletto (Teatro Lirico d’Europa);  

Le Podestat in Le Docteur Miracle; 

Beaumarchais in John Corigliano’s  

The Ghosts of Versailles (Rice University); 

Aeneas in Dido and Aeneas (Rice); 

Explorer in Theo Chandler’s Breathe in 

Light; Songfest: A Grand Night for Singing 

(Merola Opera Program); Noche 

Española concert  

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 
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Laffont Competition (2026) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2025 

 

THOMAS KINCH♪†+ 

Tenor 

(Cardiff, Wales) 

An officer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Don José 

in Carmen; Melot in 

Tristan und Isolde; First Armored Man  

in The Magic Flute; Amelia’s Servant in 

Un Ballo in Maschera; Fourth Squire  

in Parsifal 

Recent and Upcoming: Earl of 

Bothwell in Thea Musgrave’s Mary, 

Queen of Scots (San Francisco Opera); 

Florestan in Fidelio (Utah Opera); title 

role in Act II of Otello (Schwabacher 

Summer Concert); Macduff in Verdi’s 

Macbeth (Paisley Opera/Scottish 

Opera); Turiddu in Cavalleria Rusticana 

(A Paisley Kiss) (Paisley Opera); Licinio in 

Gaspare Spontini’s La Vestale (New 

York’s Teatro Grattacielo); First 

Armored Man in The Magic Flute 

(Welsh National Opera); Turiddu and 

Canio in Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci 

(Iford Arts); Lt. B.F. Pinkerton in 

Madama Butterfly (Opera Bohemia, 

OperaUpClose); Turiddu (Edinburgh 

Grand Opera) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2024, 2025, 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2023 

 

 

 

 

Creative Team 
 

EMILIO SAGI 

(Oviedo, Spain) 

Director 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia; Don Carlo; 

Verdi’s Otello 

Recent and Upcoming: Il Viaggio a 

Reims (Pesaro’s Rossini Opera Festival); 

Michel Legrand’s Peau d´Âne (Paris’ 

Théâtre Marigny); Carmen (Oviedo, 

Genova’s Opera Carlo Felice, Seville’s 

Teatro de la Maestranza); La Traviata 

(Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon);  

Werther (Santiago); La Corte del Faraón 

(Madrid’s Teatro de La Zarzuela);  

Le Nozze di Figaro (Turin); Gershwin’s 

Lady, Be Good (Palermo’s Teatro 

Massimo); Manon (Tenerife); Il Turco in 

Italia (Lausanne); Rossini’s Otello (Opera 

Philadelphia, Opéra Royal de Wallonie 

de Liège); Lucrezia Borgia (Toulouse); 

Bellini’s Il Pirata (Madrid’s Teatro Real, 

Milan’s Teatro alla Scala) 

Instagram: @emiliosagi 

Website: emiliosagi.com 

 

LLORENÇ 

CORBELLA 

(Vallfogona de 

Riucorb, Tarragona, 

Spain) 

Set Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Set designer of 

The Poison of the Theater (Barcelona); 

The Shadow of the Oak Tree (Theatre 

Nu); Nonsense (Teatre Principal de 

Palma Mallorca); Andorra (Barcelona’s 

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya); Dear 

Evil People (Theatre Nu); Bon Voyage; 

Never Again (Theatre Gaudí); Face T(w)o 

(Freiburg); The Human Voice 

Set designer and director of Affresco 

(Firatàrrega); Rigoletto (Camp de Mart) 

Teacher at Girona’s ERAM University 

School 

Website: llorenscorbella.com  

@corbellallorens 

 

PEPA OJANGUREN 

(1951–2020) 

(Oviedo, Spain) 

Costume Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il 

Barbiere di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Nabucco 

(Oviedo, St. Gallen); La Bohème (Lisbon, 

Israeli Opera, Oviedo); Il Barbiere di 

Siviglia (Lithuanian National Opera); I 

Puritani (Bilbao, Naples’ Teatro di San 

Carlo, Oviedo); Il Viaggio a Reims 

(Pesaro’s Rossini Opera Festival, 

Santiago);  

Luisa Fernanda (Oviedo); Sorozábal’s 

Katiuska (Madrid’s Teatro de la 

Zarzuela); Sorozábal’s La Del Manojo de 

Rosas (Teatro de la Zarzuela, Oviedo); 

Manuel Penella’s Don Gil de Alcala 

(Teatro Campoamor, Madrid); Il Turco in 

Italia (Lausanne, Bilbao, Oviedo); 

Manuel García’s La Isla Deshabitada 

(Valencia’s Palau de les Arts Reina 

Sofia); Bellini’s Il Pirata (Santiago, 

Madrid’s Teatro Real, Milan’s Teatro 

alla Scala); Lucrezia Borgia (Toulouse’s 

Capitole Opera); Michel Legrand’s Peau 

d´Âne (Paris’ Théâtre Marigny); Haydn’s 

Il Mondo della Luna (Valencia) 
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The Magic Flute (Metropolitan Opera); 

Fra Melitone in La Forza del Destino 

(Metropolitan Opera); Leporello in Don 

Giovanni (Boston Baroque); Don Basilio 

in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Saint Louis); 

Swallow in Peter Grimes (Metropolitan 

Opera); Bailli in Werther (Houston Grand 

Opera); Don Alfonso in Così fan tutte 

(Tanglewood); Don Magnifico in La 

Cenerentola (Opera Maine, Houston); 

Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore (Seattle 

Opera); Starveling in Britten’s A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream (Santa Fe 

Opera); Jailer in Dialogues of the 

Carmelites (Metropolitan Opera); 

Brander in La Damnation de Faust 

(Metropolitan Opera); Turandot 

(Metropolitan Opera); Gianni Schicchi 

(Metropolitan Opera) 

Instagram: @patrickcarfizzi  

 

RICCARDO FASSI* 

Bass 

(Milan, Italy) 

Don Basilio 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Caterina 

Cornaro (Bergamo’s 

Donizetti Opera); Le Nozze di Figaro 

(Vienna State Opera, Munich’s Bavarian 

State Opera, London’s Royal Ballet and 

Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Berlin State 

Opera); Rigoletto (Munich); Simon 

Boccanegra (Las Palmas); Adelaide di 

Borgogna (Pesaro’s Rossini Opera 

Festival); Il Trovatore (Bilbao, Florence, 

London, Berlin); Norma (Palermo’s 

Teatro Massimo, Berlin); Don Giovanni 

(Valencia’s Palau de les Arts, Parma); 

Macbeth (Vienna); Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

(Naples’ Teatro di San Carlo); Verdi 

Requiem (Bari’s Teatro Petruzzelli) 

 

CATHERINE COOK◊+ 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Daly City, California) 

Berta 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: over 350 

performances in over 

50 productions, including Jade Boucher 

in Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; title 

role of Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne; 

Mrs. McClean in Carlisle Floyd’s 

Susannah; Mother Goose in The Rake’s 

Progress; La Frugola in Il Tabarro; Arlene 

Kamen and Wang Tai-Tai in Stewart 

Wallace’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter; 

Annina in Der Rosenkavalier; Mother 

Bailey in Heggie’s It’s a Wonderful Life; 

Marcellina in Le Nozze di Figaro; Berta in 

The Barber of Seville; Mother Jeanne in 

Dialogues of the Carmelites  

Recent and Upcoming: Marcellina in  

Le Nozze di Figaro (San Francisco 

Opera); Jake Heggie’s Crossing Borders 

(Music of Remembrance); Marquise in 

La Fille du Régiment (Opera Colorado); 

Mamma Lucia in Cavalleria Rusticana 

(Sacramento Philharmonic and Opera); 

Mama in Stewart Wallace’s Harvey Milk 

Reimagined (Opera Parallèle); Julia Child 

in Lee Hoiby’s Bon Appetit! (Opera 

Parallèle); Tom Cipullo’s The Parting 

(Music of Remembrance); Innkeeper in 

Boris Godunov (San Francisco 

Symphony); Zosia in Heggie’s Out of 

Darkness (Music of Remembrance); Frau 

Peachum in The Threepenny Opera 

(West Edge Opera); Old Woman in 

Candide (Arizona Opera) 

Professor of Voice at San Francisco 

Conservatory of Music 

San Francisco Opera Medal (2022) 

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 

National Council Auditions (1990) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 1991, 1992 

Merola Opera Program: 1990 

Instagram: @catherineacook 

OLIVIER 

ZEROUALI♪†+ 

Baritone 

(Middletown, 

Delaware) 

Fiorello 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Trojan Man in Idomeneo; 

Marullo in Rigoletto; Motorcycle Cop in 

Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; 

Schaunard in Bohème Out of the Box 

Recent and Upcoming: Silvio in a love 

duet from Pagliacci (Merola Opera 

Program); Song As Drama recital 

(Merola); Malatesta in a scene from  

Don Pasquale (Merola Grand Finale); 

Robert in Iolanta (Yale Opera Theatre); 

Betto in Gianni Schicchi (Yale); Brother in 

Kurt Weill’s The Seven Deadly Sins (Yale); 

Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette 

(Glimmerglass Festival); workshops of 

Olivia Shortt’s The Museum of the  

Lost and Ashley Au’s Inertia (Highlands 

Opera Studio) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2025, 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2024 

 

GABRIEL NATAL-

BÁEZ*♪†+ 

Baritone 

(Toa Alta, Puerto Rico) 

Ambrogio 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Marcello 

in Bohème Out of the Box 

Recent and Upcoming: Marullo in 

Rigoletto (Teatro Lirico d’Europa);  

Le Podestat in Le Docteur Miracle; 

Beaumarchais in John Corigliano’s  

The Ghosts of Versailles (Rice University); 

Aeneas in Dido and Aeneas (Rice); 

Explorer in Theo Chandler’s Breathe in 

Light; Songfest: A Grand Night for Singing 

(Merola Opera Program); Noche 

Española concert  

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera 
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Laffont Competition (2026) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2025 

 

THOMAS KINCH♪†+ 

Tenor 

(Cardiff, Wales) 

An officer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Don José 

in Carmen; Melot in 

Tristan und Isolde; First Armored Man  

in The Magic Flute; Amelia’s Servant in 

Un Ballo in Maschera; Fourth Squire  

in Parsifal 

Recent and Upcoming: Earl of 

Bothwell in Thea Musgrave’s Mary, 

Queen of Scots (San Francisco Opera); 

Florestan in Fidelio (Utah Opera); title 

role in Act II of Otello (Schwabacher 

Summer Concert); Macduff in Verdi’s 

Macbeth (Paisley Opera/Scottish 

Opera); Turiddu in Cavalleria Rusticana 

(A Paisley Kiss) (Paisley Opera); Licinio in 

Gaspare Spontini’s La Vestale (New 

York’s Teatro Grattacielo); First 

Armored Man in The Magic Flute 

(Welsh National Opera); Turiddu and 

Canio in Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci 

(Iford Arts); Lt. B.F. Pinkerton in 

Madama Butterfly (Opera Bohemia, 

OperaUpClose); Turiddu (Edinburgh 

Grand Opera) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship 

Program: 2024, 2025, 2026 

Merola Opera Program: 2023 

 

 

 

 

Creative Team 
 

EMILIO SAGI 

(Oviedo, Spain) 

Director 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia; Don Carlo; 

Verdi’s Otello 

Recent and Upcoming: Il Viaggio a 

Reims (Pesaro’s Rossini Opera Festival); 

Michel Legrand’s Peau d´Âne (Paris’ 

Théâtre Marigny); Carmen (Oviedo, 

Genova’s Opera Carlo Felice, Seville’s 

Teatro de la Maestranza); La Traviata 

(Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon);  

Werther (Santiago); La Corte del Faraón 

(Madrid’s Teatro de La Zarzuela);  

Le Nozze di Figaro (Turin); Gershwin’s 

Lady, Be Good (Palermo’s Teatro 

Massimo); Manon (Tenerife); Il Turco in 

Italia (Lausanne); Rossini’s Otello (Opera 

Philadelphia, Opéra Royal de Wallonie 

de Liège); Lucrezia Borgia (Toulouse); 

Bellini’s Il Pirata (Madrid’s Teatro Real, 

Milan’s Teatro alla Scala) 

Instagram: @emiliosagi 

Website: emiliosagi.com 

 

LLORENÇ 

CORBELLA 

(Vallfogona de 

Riucorb, Tarragona, 

Spain) 

Set Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Set designer of 

The Poison of the Theater (Barcelona); 

The Shadow of the Oak Tree (Theatre 

Nu); Nonsense (Teatre Principal de 

Palma Mallorca); Andorra (Barcelona’s 

Teatre Nacional de Catalunya); Dear 

Evil People (Theatre Nu); Bon Voyage; 

Never Again (Theatre Gaudí); Face T(w)o 

(Freiburg); The Human Voice 

Set designer and director of Affresco 

(Firatàrrega); Rigoletto (Camp de Mart) 

Teacher at Girona’s ERAM University 

School 

Website: llorenscorbella.com  

@corbellallorens 

 

PEPA OJANGUREN 

(1951–2020) 

(Oviedo, Spain) 

Costume Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il 

Barbiere di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Nabucco 

(Oviedo, St. Gallen); La Bohème (Lisbon, 

Israeli Opera, Oviedo); Il Barbiere di 

Siviglia (Lithuanian National Opera); I 

Puritani (Bilbao, Naples’ Teatro di San 

Carlo, Oviedo); Il Viaggio a Reims 

(Pesaro’s Rossini Opera Festival, 

Santiago);  

Luisa Fernanda (Oviedo); Sorozábal’s 

Katiuska (Madrid’s Teatro de la 

Zarzuela); Sorozábal’s La Del Manojo de 

Rosas (Teatro de la Zarzuela, Oviedo); 

Manuel Penella’s Don Gil de Alcala 

(Teatro Campoamor, Madrid); Il Turco in 

Italia (Lausanne, Bilbao, Oviedo); 

Manuel García’s La Isla Deshabitada 

(Valencia’s Palau de les Arts Reina 

Sofia); Bellini’s Il Pirata (Santiago, 

Madrid’s Teatro Real, Milan’s Teatro 

alla Scala); Lucrezia Borgia (Toulouse’s 

Capitole Opera); Michel Legrand’s Peau 

d´Âne (Paris’ Théâtre Marigny); Haydn’s 

Il Mondo della Luna (Valencia) 
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GARY MARDER 

(San Diego, California) 

Lighting Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Mefistofele; The 

Barber of Seville; Der 

Fliegende Holländer; La Traviata; Carlisle 

Floyd’s Susannah; Un Ballo in Maschera; 

Tosca; La Cenerentola; Carmen; Jenůfa; 

Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang’s 

Dream of the Red Chamber; Manon; 

Rigoletto; Turandot; Partenope 

Recent and Upcoming: Manon (San 

Francisco Opera); Tosca (Washington 

National Opera); Madama Butterfly 

(Washington); Turandot (LA Opera) 

 

NURIA CASTEJÓN 

(Madrid, Spain) 

Original 

Choreographer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Choreographer 

of 24 Hours Lying! (Madrid’s Teatro de la 

Zarzuela); Sorozábal’s Katiuska (Madrid); 

Doña Francisquita (Madrid); Cecilia 

Valdés (Madrid); The Brief Life (Madrid); 

Luisa Fernanda (Madrid); Benamor 

(Madrid); Trato de Favor (Madrid) 

Director and choreographer of Jacinto 

Guerrero’s The Green Envelope; Adiós 

Apolo; La Verbena de la Paloma (Madrid) 

 

COLM SEERY 

(Dublin, Ireland) 

Revival 

Choreographer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Movement Director of 

John Adams’ Antony and Cleopatra; Poul 

Ruders and Paul Bentley’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale 

Choreographer of Madama Butterfly;  

Die Frau ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena 

Frank and Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de 

Frida y Diego; Il Trovatore; Partenope;  

Un Ballo in Maschera; Rigoletto 

Revival Choreographer of Die 

Meistersinger von Nürnberg; Andrea 

Chénier; Bright Sheng and David Henry 

Hwang’s Dream of the Red Chamber 

Dance Master of Don Giovanni; Eugene 

Onegin; La Traviata; Orfeo ed Euridice; 

Lohengrin; Rhiannon Giddens and 

Michael Abels’ Omar; L’Elisir d’Amore 

Recent and Upcoming: Choreographer 

of Thea Musgrave’s Mary, Queen of 

Scots (San Francisco Opera); Le Nozze di 

Figaro (San Francisco); Idomeneo (Berlin 

State Opera); Britten’s Gloriana (Madrid’s 

Teatro Real); Ariodante (Vienna State 

Opera, Israeli Opera) 

Associate Choreographer of Andrea 

Chénier (London’s Royal Ballet and 

Opera) 

Revival Choreographer of Die Entführung 

aus dem Serail (Glyndebourne Festival 

Opera); La Traviata (Barcelona’s Gran 

Teatre del Liceu); Manon (Dallas Opera, 

Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon); Giulio 

Cesare (Glyndebourne); L’Elisir d’Amore 

(Glyndebourne); Rinaldo (Glyndebourne) 

 

JOHN KEENE  

(Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania) 

Chorus Director 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Don 

Giovanni; Bright 

Sheng and David Henry Hwang’s Dream 

of the Red Chamber; Eun Sun Kim 

Conducts Verdi; John Adams’ Antony and 

Cleopatra; Eugene Onegin; Dialogues of 

the Carmelites; La Traviata; Orpheus and 

Eurydice; Madama Butterfly; Die Frau 

ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena Frank and 

Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de Frida y 

Diego; 100th Anniversary Concert; Il 

Trovatore; Mason Bates and Mark 

Campbell’s The (R)evolution of Steve 

Jobs; Lohengrin; Rhiannon Giddens and 

Michael Abels’ Omar; The Elixir of Love; 

The Magic Flute; Kaija Saariaho’s 

Innocence; Un Ballo in Maschera; Poul 

Ruders and Paul Bentley’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale; Tristan und Isolde; 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony; Carmen; 

La Bohème; Idomeneo; Rigoletto; Jake 

Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; Parsifal; 

Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s 

The Monkey King 

Recent and Upcoming: Elektra;  

Simon Boccanegra; Thea Musgrave’s 

Mary, Queen of Scots; Manon;  

Le Nozze di Figaro; Tosca 

Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition 

and San Francisco Conservatory of 

Music Voice Concerto Competition 

judge 

Instagram: @keenejohn 
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GARY MARDER 

(San Diego, California) 

Lighting Designer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Mefistofele; The 

Barber of Seville; Der 

Fliegende Holländer; La Traviata; Carlisle 

Floyd’s Susannah; Un Ballo in Maschera; 

Tosca; La Cenerentola; Carmen; Jenůfa; 

Bright Sheng and David Henry Hwang’s 

Dream of the Red Chamber; Manon; 

Rigoletto; Turandot; Partenope 

Recent and Upcoming: Manon (San 

Francisco Opera); Tosca (Washington 

National Opera); Madama Butterfly 

(Washington); Turandot (LA Opera) 

 

NURIA CASTEJÓN 

(Madrid, Spain) 

Original 

Choreographer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Il Barbiere 

di Siviglia 

Recent and Upcoming: Choreographer 

of 24 Hours Lying! (Madrid’s Teatro de la 

Zarzuela); Sorozábal’s Katiuska (Madrid); 

Doña Francisquita (Madrid); Cecilia 

Valdés (Madrid); The Brief Life (Madrid); 

Luisa Fernanda (Madrid); Benamor 

(Madrid); Trato de Favor (Madrid) 

Director and choreographer of Jacinto 

Guerrero’s The Green Envelope; Adiós 

Apolo; La Verbena de la Paloma (Madrid) 

 

COLM SEERY 

(Dublin, Ireland) 

Revival 

Choreographer 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: 

Movement Director of 

John Adams’ Antony and Cleopatra; Poul 

Ruders and Paul Bentley’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale 

Choreographer of Madama Butterfly;  

Die Frau ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena 

Frank and Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de 

Frida y Diego; Il Trovatore; Partenope;  

Un Ballo in Maschera; Rigoletto 

Revival Choreographer of Die 

Meistersinger von Nürnberg; Andrea 

Chénier; Bright Sheng and David Henry 

Hwang’s Dream of the Red Chamber 

Dance Master of Don Giovanni; Eugene 

Onegin; La Traviata; Orfeo ed Euridice; 

Lohengrin; Rhiannon Giddens and 

Michael Abels’ Omar; L’Elisir d’Amore 

Recent and Upcoming: Choreographer 

of Thea Musgrave’s Mary, Queen of 

Scots (San Francisco Opera); Le Nozze di 

Figaro (San Francisco); Idomeneo (Berlin 

State Opera); Britten’s Gloriana (Madrid’s 

Teatro Real); Ariodante (Vienna State 

Opera, Israeli Opera) 

Associate Choreographer of Andrea 

Chénier (London’s Royal Ballet and 

Opera) 

Revival Choreographer of Die Entführung 

aus dem Serail (Glyndebourne Festival 

Opera); La Traviata (Barcelona’s Gran 

Teatre del Liceu); Manon (Dallas Opera, 

Buenos Aires’ Teatro Colon); Giulio 

Cesare (Glyndebourne); L’Elisir d’Amore 

(Glyndebourne); Rinaldo (Glyndebourne) 

 

JOHN KEENE  

(Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania) 

Chorus Director 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Don 

Giovanni; Bright 

Sheng and David Henry Hwang’s Dream 

of the Red Chamber; Eun Sun Kim 

Conducts Verdi; John Adams’ Antony and 

Cleopatra; Eugene Onegin; Dialogues of 

the Carmelites; La Traviata; Orpheus and 

Eurydice; Madama Butterfly; Die Frau 

ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena Frank and 

Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de Frida y 

Diego; 100th Anniversary Concert; Il 

Trovatore; Mason Bates and Mark 

Campbell’s The (R)evolution of Steve 

Jobs; Lohengrin; Rhiannon Giddens and 

Michael Abels’ Omar; The Elixir of Love; 

The Magic Flute; Kaija Saariaho’s 

Innocence; Un Ballo in Maschera; Poul 

Ruders and Paul Bentley’s The 

Handmaid’s Tale; Tristan und Isolde; 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony; Carmen; 

La Bohème; Idomeneo; Rigoletto; Jake 

Heggie’s Dead Man Walking; Parsifal; 

Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s 

The Monkey King 

Recent and Upcoming: Elektra;  

Simon Boccanegra; Thea Musgrave’s 

Mary, Queen of Scots; Manon;  

Le Nozze di Figaro; Tosca 

Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition 

and San Francisco Conservatory of 

Music Voice Concerto Competition 

judge 

Instagram: @keenejohn 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA & SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD PRESENT

Opera Ball is made possible, for the 20th year, by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey.

All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustration by Brian Stauff er.

T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  N O W  A T  S F O P E R A . C O M / O P E R A B A L L

S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 2 ,  2 0 2 6

Secure your place at San Francisco’s biggest night of the year, 
with proceeds supporting the future of opera and opera education in the Bay Area.



T IMESTAMP 2 0 2 6 - 0 4 - 1 1  2 : 3 5  P M  
 

San Francisco Opera's 2026 performances of Bohème Out of 
the Box got off to a spectacular and unexpected start. After a 
month of glorious weather, the opening weekend for the 
shipping container-stage production at San Francisco’s 
Crane Cove Park on April 11 and 12 was threatened by an 
incoming storm. Determined to keep the performances on 
track, the Opera’s Special Programming & Experiences 
Producer Ellen Presley worked with partners at the Port of 
San Francisco and Pier 70 to secure space inside Building 12 
in less than 48 hours! Thank you Pier 70 for opening your 
doors to the Box and nearly 900 hardy music lovers who 
braved the rains for live opera. The crowd was welcomed by 
General Director Matthew Shilvock and San Francisco Mayor 
Daniel Lurie (including the Mayor’s cheer, “Let’s go, San 
Francisco!”) and experienced a heartbreakingly beautiful 
performance. Let the rains rain. The show will go on! 

P H O T O  B Y  R E N E F F - O L S O N  P R O D U C T I O N S
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San Francisco Opera's 2026 performances of Bohème Out of 
the Box got off to a spectacular and unexpected start. After a 
month of glorious weather, the opening weekend for the 
shipping container-stage production at San Francisco’s 
Crane Cove Park on April 11 and 12 was threatened by an 
incoming storm. Determined to keep the performances on 
track, the Opera’s Special Programming & Experiences 
Producer Ellen Presley worked with partners at the Port of 
San Francisco and Pier 70 to secure space inside Building 12 
in less than 48 hours! Thank you Pier 70 for opening your 
doors to the Box and nearly 900 hardy music lovers who 
braved the rains for live opera. The crowd was welcomed by 
General Director Matthew Shilvock and San Francisco Mayor 
Daniel Lurie (including the Mayor’s cheer, “Let’s go, San 
Francisco!”) and experienced a heartbreakingly beautiful 
performance. Let the rains rain. The show will go on! 
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The Figaros of  
San Francisco 

 

Lucas Meachem is among San Francisco Opera’s most charismatic Figaros of 
recent years. The American baritone starred in Emilio Sagi’s production at the War 
Memorial Opera House in 2013 and 2015, and in 2021 portrayed the barber in 
Matthew Ozawa’s outdoor staging at the Marin Center drive-in. / S T E F A N  C O H E N

The 1987 production of The Barber of 
Seville featured Leo Nucci as Rossini’s 
jack-of-all-trades. A formidable stylist in 
dramatic and comedic roles, Nucci was 
praised by the San Francisco Chronicle for 
his “charming Figaro, cheerful, inventive, 
always grinning in the way that makes one 
enjoy the character and the person.” 
R O B E R T  C A H E N

The great Italian singer  
Giuseppe De Luca figured 
prominently in the Company’s 
earliest seasons. The  
San Francisco Call Bulletin said of  
De Luca’s Figaro in 1929,  
“His ‘Largo al factotum’ in the  
first act, in which his unsurpassed 
baritone tells the world what  
a marvelous creature he is  
as a barber and general  
‘fixer,’ was rare, both  
as a baritone solo  
and a bit of humorous 
characterization.” 
H E R M A N  M I S H K I N /  

M E T R O P O L I T A N  O P E R A  A R C H I V E S

Rossini’s The Barber of Seville and Strauss’ Elektra offer two 
operatic extremes—delightful comedy and intense tragedy—but 
they each have an unforgettable title character. Take a look at a 
few San Francisco Opera artists whose vivid portrayals as Figaro 
and Elektra brought these gures to life in new ways across the 
Company’s 103-year history.
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The Elektras of  
San Francisco 

 

Dame Gwyneth Jones was a San Francisco Opera favorite from her 1969 debut in 
Beethoven’s Fidelio until her final appearances in Verdi’s Macbeth which opened the 

1994 season. Her riveting Elektra in 1991 remains the stuff of legend—ask a few 
longtime San Francisco patrons if they were there. / R O B E R T  C A H E N

Hungarian soprano Rose Pauly’s concert appearances as Elektra at  
Carnegie Hall in 1937 had a wild intensity that terrified audiences and created a 
furor for Strauss’ opera. The following year, Pauly dominated American stages 

from New York to San Francisco in the role, helping to establish Elektra  
in the country’s operatic repertoire. / M E T R O P O L I T A N  O P E R A  A R C H I V E S

Like Rose Pauly in the late 1930s, 
Christine Goerke triumphed as 
Elektra at Carnegie Hall before 
bringing her interpretation to the 
War Memorial Opera House. In 
2017, the American soprano starred 
in the Company premiere of Keith 
Warner’s staging and Elektra-fied 
audiences. / C O R Y  W E A V E R

The commanding voice and stage presence of London-born Amy Shuard 
impressed San Francisco Opera audiences as the title roles in Elektra, Wagner’s  

Die Walküre, and Puccini’s Turandot. Highlights of her thrilling 1966 Elektra can be 
heard on the Company’s website at sfopera.com/streaming-the-first-century.  

C A R O L Y N  M A S O N  J O N E S
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The Figaros of  
San Francisco 
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C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E  B Y  J O S H U A  K O S M A N

ACROSS 

11. In the raw 

15. Used to be 

18. Attired 

12. Trite 

13. Calligrapher’s need 

14. Purcell heroine 

15. Putin’s country inspires male child? 

(ROSSINI + STRAUSS)  

18. “Oh, what’s the _____?” 

19. Argentina’s neighbor 

20. Music, dance, and so on 

22. Spot for a metaphorical tempest 

25. Extended family 

27. Tinder or Waze, e.g. 

28. Devoured 

30. Band or stamp material 

32. Made a loud, harsh sound 

35. In C composer Terry 

36. Dissident Saudis’ arduous journey? 

(BARBER + ELEKTRA) 

39. The Most Happy _____ 

40. Roam in search of plunder 

41. Most peculiar 

43. Serving dishes for soup 

47. E.T.’s ride 

48. Get better 

51. Hilly San Francisco neighborhood, 

familiarly 

52. Seldom seen 

54. To no _____ 

56. Transcript fig. 

57. Paleolithic guys get a glimpse of 

Tomlin? (SEVILLE + MYCENAE)  

61. The first place? 

62. Went speedily 

63. Flags 

64. Chowderhead 

65. Command to a dog 

66. Old flames 

 

DOWN 

11. Queasiness 

12. Remove from office 

13. _____ Rheingold 

14. Actor Wallach 

15. What you might make over birthday 

candles 

16. Caper 

17. Proficiency 

18. Storage medium for operatic music 

19. Mona _____ 

10. Like a puppy, generally 

11. Hider’s admonition 

12. Cruel or savage person 

16. Genuine 

17. Back end 

21. Agile 

23. Little rock 

24. Restrained, as a dog 

26. Encourage the development of 

29. Baby buggy, in Birmingham 

31. Audubon Society member, probably 

33. Period of history 

34. Feathered missile 

36. Visibly embarrassed or angry 

37. Fabled locale of untold wealth 

38. Gaudy trinket 

39. Number of operas in the Ring Cycle 

42. The Valkyries, for example 

44. It’s under the hood 

45. Port city near Pompeii 

46. Kills 

49. Declares 

50. Hawaiian island 

53. Daredevil Knievel 

55. “_____ It Romantic?” 

58. Med. specialty 

59. Mom on the farm 

60. Common destination from SFO 
 
Joshua Kosman is the former music critic for the 
San Francisco Chronicle and co-constructor of 
the cryptic crossword “Out of Left Field.” 

 See the solution on page 57
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San Francisco Opera News
S U M M E R  2 0 2 6

Each summer, Merola Opera Program—an independent nonprot that works in partnership with San Francisco Opera—
welcomes a new international cohort of emerging performers for an intensive, tuition-free training program. The 2026 
class of Merolini consists of 22 singers, 5 pianists, and 1 stage director whose talents will be on display at the annual 
Merola Summer Festival beginning June 25. 

The 2026 Festival kicks off at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music with L’Anima Napoletana, a recital showcasing 
art songs and popular music from Naples, the birthplace of namesake Gaetano Merola, who also founded San Francisco 
Opera. La Tragédie de Carmen, theater and lm director Peter Brook’s condensation of Bizet’s popular opera, will be 
presented at Caroline H. Hume Concert Hall on July 9 and 11. Two weeks later, Richard Strauss and Hugo von 
Hofmannsthal’s Ariadne auf Naxos, which blends lighthearted comedy with mythological tragedy, is on stage July 30 and 
August 1. Merola’s 2026 Summer Festival concludes August 15 at the War Memorial Opera House with the Grand Finale 
Concert, featuring the Merolini in arias, ensembles, and scenes from across the repertoire. 

Tickets to the Merola Summer Festival are on sale now. Merola Opera Program members enjoy exclusive, behind-
the-scenes access to master classes, rehearsals, receptions, and the signature “Day at Merola” experience which offer a 
rare glimpse into the making of tomorrow’s stars. For tickets and membership information, visit merola.org. 

 

Witness Tomorrow’s Stars 
The 2025 Merolini after last summer’s Merola Grand Finale Concert in the Opera House. / Kristen Loken 
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    Encore ad

Kyle Ketelsen and 
Carrie-Ann Matheson  

in Recital 
Kyle Ketelsen returns to San Francisco 
Opera from June 7–27 as Orest in  
Elektra. The acclaimed American bass-
baritone, who has appeared with the 
Company in past seasons as Escamillo in 
Carmen, will also be presented on June 
16 in recital with San Francisco Opera 
Center and Merola Opera Program 
Artistic Director Carrie-Ann Matheson 
at the Barbro Osher Recital Hall. For  
this concluding event of the 2026 
Schwabacher Recital Series presented in 
collaboration with Merola Opera Pro-
gram, Ketelsen and Matheson will be 
joined by six 2026 Merolini for an 
evening of selections by Duparc, Ravel, 
Verdi, and Puccini. For tickets, visit 
sfopera.com/srs or call (415) 864-3330.

N U D E W A S C L A D
B A N A L I N K D I D O
R U S S I A S T I R S S O N
U S E C H I L E A R T S
T E A P O T C L A N A P P
E A T E N U P R U B B E R

B L A R E D R I L E Y
R E B E L A R A B T R E K

F E L L A M A R A U D
O D D E S T T U R E E N S
U F O H E A L B E R N A L
R A R E A V A I L G P A

C A V E M E N S E E L I L Y
E D E N R A N W A N E S
D O L T S I T E X E S

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N  
F R O M  P A G E  5 4

Kyle Ketelsen as Escamillo in  
Carmen, 2019.  
C O R Y  W E A V E R  
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Join us to explore the life and work of Richard Wagner through 
insights from historians and scholars, and performances by  

world-renowned musicians, singers, conductors, and directors.

The Society sponsors monthly educational and social programs, 
publishes the Leitmotive journal, funds scholarships for aspiring 
Wagnerian artists, and offers members priority ticket access to  

the annual Bayreuth Festival in Germany.

The Influence of Wagner on Richard Strauss and His Music
Online lecture by Prof. John Muller of The Juilliard School 

Saturday, June 13 @1:00 pm – Free to the public.

San Francisco Opera’s Ring Cycle Beyond the Stage
Enrich your experience of the operas of The Ring of the Nibelung  

with Society-sponsored events and symposia through June 2028.
Visit wagnersf.org for membership and event registration.

Dedicated to the education and enjoyment of Wagner’s art. Since 1985.

encoreplus.app/tgif

Finally, an email to look 
forward to on a Friday 
afternoon.
Subscribe to our newsletter for the best 
news and events from the Bay Area’s 
performing arts scene, every Friday.



K I C K  O F F  P R I D E  W E E K E N D  W I T H  T H E  O P E R A
Special Exhibit: Reimagining a historic San Francisco Pride fl ag as book art by Hand Bookbinders of California

Interactive Community Altar: Rainbows All Around Us, from the Marigold Project
AIDS Memorial Quilts from the National AIDS Memorial

Displays from the GLBT Historical Society

Post-show dance party with Juanita MORE!

S F O P E R A . C O M  |  ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0

Pride
Concert

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S

Robert Mollicone Melody Moore Nikola Printz Reginald Smith, Jr.

Pride
ConcertConcert

F R I D AY,  J U N E  2 6 ,  2 0 2 6  AT  8 P M

H O S T E D  B Y  S A P P H I R A  C R I S T Á L

F E A T U R I N G  M U S I C  B Y
Michael Tilson Thomas, Off enbach, Stephen Schwartz, 

Brandi Carlile, Stevie Wonder, and more!

Photos: Robert Mollicone/Devlin Shand Photography; Melody Moore/Bauman Photography; Nikola Printz/Destiny Grace; Reginald Smith, Jr./Kristin Hoebermann; Sapphira Cristál/Ryan Kell

A  S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S

Photos: Robert Mollicone/Devlin Shand Photography; Melody Moore/Bauman Photography; Nikola Printz/Destiny Grace; Reginald Smith, Jr./Kristin Hoebermann; 

Tenor 
T H O M A S  K I N C H  
Cardiff, Wales 
Third-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Shai Edberg 
Neil & Elsa Pering

2026 Adler Fellows

Mezzo-Soprano 
S A D I E  C H E S L A K  
Duluth, Minnesota 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Shai Edberg

Soprano 
A L E X A  F R A N K I A N  
Oakville, Ontario, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Jim & Gayle Tunnell

Soprano 
S O F I A  G O T C H  
Oakland, California 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Judith & John Renard

Pianist/Coach 
B R I A N  C H O  
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Karen J. Kubin 
James A. Heagy,  
in memory of Jayne Heagy

As Adler Fellows, emerging singers and pianists receive rigorous individualized coaching as 
well as opportunities to cover and perform roles in mainstage performances. Our Adler Friends 

and Sponsors play a vital role in their training, nurturing the talent and creativity of these 

emerging artists and ensuring they reach their full potential as part of the program. We are 
very grateful for our Friends of Adler and Adler Sponsor support received between August 1, 
2024 through May 1, 2026. For more information about sponsorship opportunities, please call 
Patron Operations at (415) 565-3212.

Pianist/Coach 
J I  Y O U N  L E E  
Seoul, South Korea 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
and an anonymous donor

Baritone 
O L I V I E R  Z E R O U A L I  
Middletown, Delaware 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Bill Walker  
Helen Berggruen,  
for Five Arts Foundation 

Baritone 
G A B R I E L  N A T A L - B Á E Z  
Toa Alta, Puerto Rico 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Peggy & Boyce Nute

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 

Ms. Carlyn Clause & Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 

Janet Cluff 

Barbara B. Friede 

Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 

Wilma S. Horwitz 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein 

Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee 

Victoria Kirby 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

Bernice Lindstrom,  

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 

Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons Ph.D. 

Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 

Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 

Mr. Robert B. Mison 

Paul Nordine 

San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 

Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 

Anonymous (3) 

  

A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Leonard & Marie Collins 

The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 

Rene Morgan,  

in loving memory of Don Morgan 

Bob & Terri Ryan 

Deborah & Paul Sagues 

TL Trust 

Barbara L. Traisman 

Ms. Barbara Walkowski 

  

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Helen Berggruen 

Julie Dickson 

Mrs. Karin Eames 

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 

Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 

James A. Heagy,  

in memory of Jayne Heagy 

Karen J. Kubin 

Cathy & Howard Moreland 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Mr. David Todd Oldroyd &  

Mr. Ronnie Genotti 

Neil & Elsa S. Pering 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 

Isabel & Insik Rhee 

San Francisco Opera Guild 

Jim & Gayle Tunnell 

William & Mikiko§ Walker 

Anonymous 

  

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund for 

Emerging Artists 

Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 

The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &  

Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 

Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Mrs. Edward W. Rosston§ 

Sheila Wishek§ 

William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 

 

 

 

 

 
§ deceased

Soprano 
M A R Y  H O S K I N S  
Saratoga Springs, Utah 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Shai Edberg 
Anne & Jeffrey Katz

“From excellent musical guidance, language and movement classes to financial and leadership 
training, the tools that the Adler program provides are transformative onstage and off. I will carry the 
relationships I forged with colleagues, faculty, and donors with me for the rest of my life.” 

—Gabrielle Beteag, mezzo-soprano 

(Adler Fellow, 2022–2023)  
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Oakville, Ontario, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Jim & Gayle Tunnell

Soprano 
S O F I A  G O T C H  
Oakland, California 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Judith & John Renard

Pianist/Coach 
B R I A N  C H O  
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Karen J. Kubin 
James A. Heagy,  
in memory of Jayne Heagy

As Adler Fellows, emerging singers and pianists receive rigorous individualized coaching as 
well as opportunities to cover and perform roles in mainstage performances. Our Adler Friends 

and Sponsors play a vital role in their training, nurturing the talent and creativity of these 

emerging artists and ensuring they reach their full potential as part of the program. We are 
very grateful for our Friends of Adler and Adler Sponsor support received between August 1, 
2024 through May 1, 2026. For more information about sponsorship opportunities, please call 
Patron Operations at (415) 565-3212.

Pianist/Coach 
J I  Y O U N  L E E  
Seoul, South Korea 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
and an anonymous donor

Baritone 
O L I V I E R  Z E R O U A L I  
Middletown, Delaware 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Bill Walker  
Helen Berggruen,  
for Five Arts Foundation 

Baritone 
G A B R I E L  N A T A L - B Á E Z  
Toa Alta, Puerto Rico 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Peggy & Boyce Nute

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 

Ms. Carlyn Clause & Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 

Janet Cluff 

Barbara B. Friede 

Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 

Wilma S. Horwitz 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein 

Nelda Kilguss & Diana Yee 

Victoria Kirby 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

Bernice Lindstrom,  

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 

Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons Ph.D. 

Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 

Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 

Mr. Robert B. Mison 

Paul Nordine 

San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 

Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 

Anonymous (3) 

  

A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Leonard & Marie Collins 

The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 

Rene Morgan,  

in loving memory of Don Morgan 

Bob & Terri Ryan 

Deborah & Paul Sagues 

TL Trust 

Barbara L. Traisman 

Ms. Barbara Walkowski 

  

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Helen Berggruen 

Julie Dickson 

Mrs. Karin Eames 

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 

Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 

James A. Heagy,  

in memory of Jayne Heagy 

Karen J. Kubin 

Cathy & Howard Moreland 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Mr. David Todd Oldroyd &  

Mr. Ronnie Genotti 

Neil & Elsa S. Pering 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 

Isabel & Insik Rhee 

San Francisco Opera Guild 

Jim & Gayle Tunnell 

William & Mikiko§ Walker 

Anonymous 

  

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund for 

Emerging Artists 

Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 

The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &  

Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 

Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Mrs. Edward W. Rosston§ 

Sheila Wishek§ 

William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 

 

 

 

 

 
§ deceased

Soprano 
M A R Y  H O S K I N S  
Saratoga Springs, Utah 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by 
Shai Edberg 
Anne & Jeffrey Katz

“From excellent musical guidance, language and movement classes to financial and leadership 
training, the tools that the Adler program provides are transformative onstage and off. I will carry the 
relationships I forged with colleagues, faculty, and donors with me for the rest of my life.” 

—Gabrielle Beteag, mezzo-soprano 

(Adler Fellow, 2022–2023)  
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RHINEMAIDEN CIRCLE $7,500
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to two Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Complimentary parking for all Ring Cycle performances  
• Two vouchers for two Ring Cycle Final Dress Rehearsals 
• Special recognition in Ring Cycle performance programs  
• Invitation to the Ring Symposium
• Commemorative San Francisco Opera Ring Lapel Pin 
• Digital recognition as a Rhinemaiden Sponsor in the War Memorial Opera House
Fair market value $200*

HERO CIRCLE $15,000
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to two Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Two vouchers for three Ring Cycle Final Dress Rehearsals with premium seating
• Valhalla Lounge access  
• Invitation for two to a welcome dinner prior to your performance of Das Rheingold
• Invitation for two to a champagne reception after your performance of Das Rheingold
• Invitation for two to the cast party following your performance of Götterdämmerung
• Unsung Heroes tour for two of either the costume shop or the scene shop  
• Invitation for two to a Q&A with members of the production or artistic team
Fair market value $640*

Fair market values of tangible goods and services will be calculated based upon the opportunities at each benefit level 

in compliance with IRS guidelines.

2028 RING CIRCLE
San Francisco Opera’s

Ring Circle immerses you in 
Wagner’s epic masterpiece 

with exclusive access
that puts you at the
center of The Ring.



SIEGFRIED CIRCLE $25,000
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to four Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Priority seating for four in the Valhalla Lounge 
• Invitation for four to a welcome dinner prior to your performance of Das Rheingold
• Invitation for four to a champagne reception after your performance of Das Rheingold
• Two vouchers for three Ring Cycle Final Dress Rehearsals with premium seating
• Backstage tour for up to four guests  
• Invitation for two to an Atrium Orchestra Concert
• Invitation for four to attend a staged orchestra rehearsal and reception with Matthew Shilvock
Fair market value $870*

WOTAN CIRCLE $50,000
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to eight Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Four vouchers for all four Ring Cycle Final Dress Rehearsals with premium seating
• Invitation for eight to a welcome dinner prior to your performance of Das Rheingold
• Invitation for eight to a champagne reception after your performance  of Das Rheingold
• Private backstage tour for up to eight guests  
• Invitation for eight to attend a staged orchestra rehearsal and reception with Matthew Shilvock 
• Invitation for four to an Atrium Orchestra Concert
• Souvenir libretto signed by Maestro Kim
Fair market value $1,330*

BRÜNNHILDE CIRCLE $100,000
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to ten Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Access to additional orchestra and staging rehearsals  
• Sponsor recognition in the supertitles during a performance of your choice during the Ring
• Sponsor recognition in marketing collateral as well as prominent recognition in the Ring
 program book  
• Invitation for ten to a welcome dinner prior to Das Rheingold
• Invitation for ten to a champagne reception after your performance of Das Rheingold
• Souvenir program book signed by Maestro Eun Sun Kim, Director Francesca Zambello, and the 
 principal artists
• Membership in the Opera’s Producers Circle with unique benefits throughout the year
• Access to archival videos of past productions including the 2011 and 2018 Ring Cycles
Fair market value $1,560*

VALHALLA CIRCLE $250,000
• Priority seating with your purchase of up to ten Ring Cycle tickets in a premium section of your choice 
 (subject to availability) without the donative portion of the ticket purchase. Tickets not included.
• Production sponsorship recognition 
• Supertitle recognition for all performances of the Ring
• Opportunities to meet key members of the artistic, music, and production teams and to be    
 fully immersed in the process of bringing this epic production to the War Memorial stage  
Fair market value $1,560*

To join the Ring Circle with your philanthropic support, 
visit sfopera.com/ringcircle or call (415) 565-3212.

Fair market values of tangible goods and services will be calculated based upon the opportunities at each benefit level 

in compliance with IRS guidelines.



N A M E D  F U N D S  
William Randolph Hearst Young Artists Fund 
Francesca Deering Howe  

Principal Artist Fund 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director Fund 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund 
Pitch & Cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 
Edmund W. &  

Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 
Bernard Osher Endowment Fund 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Madeleine H. Russell  

Night at the Opera Fund 
Thomas Tilton Production Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for the Opera Center 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund  

for the Maintenance of the Opera House 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund for Tickets 
Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$1,000,000 AND MORE 
Norby Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong Estate 
Andrew J. Bellotti§ 
Mr. & Mrs. William§ K. Bowes, Jr. 
Bette Jean Clute Estate 
Columbia Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Franklin C. Deters Estate 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Ray§ & Dagmar Dolby 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs.§ James Heagy 
The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Francesca Deering Howe Estate 
The Hume Family 
Dora Donner Ide Estate 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust 
Norman T. Larson Estate 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield§ 
Lorry I. Lokey§ 
Steven M. Menzies 
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Frank D. Stout, in memoriam 
Lorna Talbot Estate 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Patricia Yakutis Estate 
Anonymous () 

CO M P O S E R S ’ C I R C L E  
$500,000–$999,999 
R. Joseph Berard Estate 
Mai G. Coggin Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Francis Goldsmith Trust 
Richard B. Gump Estate 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard 
Jefferson Peyser Estate 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
K. Hart Smith Estate 
Harry J. Wagner Estate 
 

L I B R E T T I S T S ’ C I R C L E  
$250,000–$499,999 
Carole B. Berg Estate 
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Ms. Ginger Dostrow§ 
Phyllis Edwards Estate 
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate,  

in memory of Stella & Maurice Eliaser 
Roberta Empey Estate 
Peter Fenton 
Janet C. Griffiths§ 
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate 
James Irvine Foundation,  

in honor of Myron Du Bain 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Karen J. Kubin 
Thelma Marken§ 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller§ 
Nancy S. Mueller 
R. Earl Robinson Fund 
Ruth C. Samson Estate 
Betty & Jack Schafer 
Claudia Stoop Estate 
Earl H. Teass Trust 
Dr.§ & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 

CO N D U CTO R S ’ C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Betty Basham§ 
Mr.§ & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Chevron USA 
Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate,  

in memory of Robert Watt Miller 
Valerie & Paul§ Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Leonie Darwin§ 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich Estate 
Robert F. Ewing 
Derek M. Fairman Estate 
Charles D. Field Estate 
R. Gwin Follis Foundation 
William W. Godward 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Holmes Foundation 
Hugh Keenan Estate 
Donald Khulke Trust 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Mr. David Lerma§ 
Evelyn Lorenz Estate 
Mary Lorenz 

Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate 
Russell J. Mays  Trust 
Robert McAlpin Moore 
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate 
Justin & Meaghan Moore 
Barbara V. Morse Estate 
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto 
Ms. Karen Richardson & Mr. Jon Rubinstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Gerald B. Rosenstein§ 
Mr. James Ross§ 
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation 
Ruth Sanderson Estate 
Ilse Sauerwald Estate 
James H. Schwabacher Estate 
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate 
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate 
Edward Meade Smith Estate 
Nellie D. Stephens Estate 
Alice Vincilione 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Barbara M. Ward &  

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder§ 
Whitney Warren Estate 
Sylvia Stein Wright§ 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Anonymous 
 

D I VAS ’ C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Marguerite Arends Estate 
Gertrude Baker Trust 
Bank of America Foundation 
Katherine R. Blyth Estate 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc. 
Del Monte Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell 
Fireman’s Fund American Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Lawrence Foster Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris 
Marco P. Hellerman Estate 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate 
Hewlett-Packard Foundation 
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate 
Joan J. Jacobs 
Effiellen Jeffries Estate 
G. William Jewell Estate 
Lorraine Jones Estate 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg 
Edith Koshland Estate 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady Estate 
M.E. Lorenz Estate 
Letha Ann Martin§ 
McBean Family Foundation 
Patrick McCabe 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Florence N. Mel Estate 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Marie J. Niemann Estate 

The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr. 
Ailsa C. Pender Estate 
Patricia Peters§ 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Janet L. Pynch Estate 
James D. Robertson 
Earl Robinson Estate 
Mrs. William P. Roth 
Violetta Sharpe Estate 
Syntex Corporation 
Donald & Rachel Valentine 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation 
Harold & Doris Zellerbach 
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate 
Anonymous 
 

ARTISTS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000–$49,999 
Evelyn Acitelli§ 
Dr. John Alden Fund 
Carolee Anderson Estate 
Fritzi Benesch§ 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust 
George Bowles 
Marion Zimmer Bradley Estate 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate 
Broadway-Hale Stores 
Mrs. Harry F. Camp 
Meyer M. Camp 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Philip Carlson Estate 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Kit Durgin, in honor of Elaine McKinley 
Edward P. Eassa Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards 
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate 
David B. Felch Estate 
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate 
Hilda Gard Trust 
Frank Gerbode 
Eleanor Guilford 
Vija Hovgard 
William S. & Vivienne Howe Estate 
Bruce Hyman§ & Simone Quarré 
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.§ 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Betty Ford Lingo—The Cerimon Fund 
Edward Maker II Estate 
Russell J. Matthias Estate 
Diana L. McClure Estate 
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Morris Trust 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate 
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate 
Pacific Lighting Corporation 
Pacific Telesis 
Christopher Page 8 Trust 
Deborah Pentz Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri 
Agnes D. Porter Estate 
Retail Dry Goods Association of  

San Francisco 
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey 
R.C. Samson Estate 

The Endowment Fund
San Francisco honors those whose Endowment contributions, received through May 1, 2026, have generously 
provided the Company with the financial stability and assurance to be the most exciting force in opera today and in 
the future. 

§ deceased
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§ deceased

Aloka Banerjee & Sanchita Banerjee Saxena, 
in memory of Utpal Banerjee 

Casey L. Scott 
John L. Seaver§ 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson 
Emmett G. Solomon 
Lynda Spence§ 
Marvin Tanigawa§ 
Jonas Waxman§ 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Zucchi Family Trust 
Anonymous 
 

MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999 
Nerzig Apkarian Estate 
Roy Backus Estate 
Mr. J. P. Barger 
Muriel C. Barnett Estate 
V. Lorel Bergeron Estate 
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 
John L. Blake 
Miss Louise Boyd Estate 

Florence W. Bruce 
Neil Buckley Estate 
Roy Cadenasso Estate 
Robert W. Cahill Estate 
Lillian Miller Carlson Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena Estate 
Francis & Lainee Chen 
David Chierichetti Estate 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Edward J. Clark 
B. B. Cohen Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin 
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Helen Dennis Estate 
Di Giorgio Foundation 
Thelma Dry Estate 
DWD Foundation 
Elaine Eklund§ 
Richard J. Elkus 
Richard Everett§ 
Michael Fagan 
Richard Farley Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field 

Tully M. Friedman 
Robert Gallo 
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman§ 
Lewis W. Hale Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills 
Milan Milton Holdorf Estate 
David R. Hyman Estate 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales 
Ruth Kaufman Estate 
Jesse Koshland 
Grover Magnin Estate 
Matson Navigation Company 
Anne E. Matthew§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller 
Diane L. Morris 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Thelma C. Owen Estate 
Joseph E. Padula Estate 
Marion Stuart Parker Estate 
Kathleen R. Poer Estate 
Ruth Prager Estate 
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate 

Mrs. John P. Renshaw 
Marcia Robinson Estate 
Alfred Sbarboro Estate 
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mary Shoch 
Jack D. Soldate Estate 
Muriel McKevitt Sonné 
Peter S. Talea Estate 
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low 
Henry F. Trione 
Tallant Tubbs Estate 
Constance Tydeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Jonas Waxman Estate 
Marie Welch West Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton 
James Wilson Estate 
Anonymous 
 

Acrisure Insurance Services, Inc. 
Anonymous 

Arnold & Porter 
bloomers 

Melissa Rae Canio / DJ heyLove* 

Olivia Decker 
Catherine Scharfen Fenton 

Nancy S. Mueller 
Rodney Strong Wine Estates 

 

Michael Salstein,  
in memory of Milton Salstein 

George Zhang, ShunYi Cellars 
Soiree Valet 

 

Stanlee R. Gatti Designs 
Theoria Creative 

Barbara L. Traisman 
Anonymous (4) 

I N - K I N D  G I F T S  

San Francisco Opera is deeply grateful for the in-kind donors who provide goods and services needed to keep the 
Company’s operations strong in a nancially sustainable manner. 

MATTHEW WASHBURN

Devo Summer 2026.qxp_Development  5/6/26  12:13 PM  Page 42

62      SFOPERA.COM



N A M E D  F U N D S  
William Randolph Hearst Young Artists Fund 
Francesca Deering Howe  

Principal Artist Fund 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director Fund 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund 
Pitch & Cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 
Edmund W. &  

Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 
Bernard Osher Endowment Fund 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Madeleine H. Russell  

Night at the Opera Fund 
Thomas Tilton Production Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for the Opera Center 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund  

for the Maintenance of the Opera House 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund for Tickets 
Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$1,000,000 AND MORE 
Norby Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong Estate 
Andrew J. Bellotti§ 
Mr. & Mrs. William§ K. Bowes, Jr. 
Bette Jean Clute Estate 
Columbia Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Franklin C. Deters Estate 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Ray§ & Dagmar Dolby 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs.§ James Heagy 
The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Francesca Deering Howe Estate 
The Hume Family 
Dora Donner Ide Estate 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust 
Norman T. Larson Estate 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield§ 
Lorry I. Lokey§ 
Steven M. Menzies 
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Frank D. Stout, in memoriam 
Lorna Talbot Estate 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Patricia Yakutis Estate 
Anonymous () 

CO M P O S E R S ’ C I R C L E  
$500,000–$999,999 
R. Joseph Berard Estate 
Mai G. Coggin Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Francis Goldsmith Trust 
Richard B. Gump Estate 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard 
Jefferson Peyser Estate 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
K. Hart Smith Estate 
Harry J. Wagner Estate 
 

L I B R E T T I S T S ’ C I R C L E  
$250,000–$499,999 
Carole B. Berg Estate 
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Ms. Ginger Dostrow§ 
Phyllis Edwards Estate 
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate,  

in memory of Stella & Maurice Eliaser 
Roberta Empey Estate 
Peter Fenton 
Janet C. Griffiths§ 
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate 
James Irvine Foundation,  

in honor of Myron Du Bain 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Karen J. Kubin 
Thelma Marken§ 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller§ 
Nancy S. Mueller 
R. Earl Robinson Fund 
Ruth C. Samson Estate 
Betty & Jack Schafer 
Claudia Stoop Estate 
Earl H. Teass Trust 
Dr.§ & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 

CO N D U CTO R S ’ C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Betty Basham§ 
Mr.§ & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Chevron USA 
Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate,  

in memory of Robert Watt Miller 
Valerie & Paul§ Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Leonie Darwin§ 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich Estate 
Robert F. Ewing 
Derek M. Fairman Estate 
Charles D. Field Estate 
R. Gwin Follis Foundation 
William W. Godward 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Holmes Foundation 
Hugh Keenan Estate 
Donald Khulke Trust 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Mr. David Lerma§ 
Evelyn Lorenz Estate 
Mary Lorenz 

Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate 
Russell J. Mays  Trust 
Robert McAlpin Moore 
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate 
Justin & Meaghan Moore 
Barbara V. Morse Estate 
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto 
Ms. Karen Richardson & Mr. Jon Rubinstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Gerald B. Rosenstein§ 
Mr. James Ross§ 
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation 
Ruth Sanderson Estate 
Ilse Sauerwald Estate 
James H. Schwabacher Estate 
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate 
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate 
Edward Meade Smith Estate 
Nellie D. Stephens Estate 
Alice Vincilione 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Barbara M. Ward &  

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder§ 
Whitney Warren Estate 
Sylvia Stein Wright§ 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Anonymous 
 

D I VAS ’ C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Marguerite Arends Estate 
Gertrude Baker Trust 
Bank of America Foundation 
Katherine R. Blyth Estate 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc. 
Del Monte Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell 
Fireman’s Fund American Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Lawrence Foster Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris 
Marco P. Hellerman Estate 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate 
Hewlett-Packard Foundation 
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate 
Joan J. Jacobs 
Effiellen Jeffries Estate 
G. William Jewell Estate 
Lorraine Jones Estate 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg 
Edith Koshland Estate 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady Estate 
M.E. Lorenz Estate 
Letha Ann Martin§ 
McBean Family Foundation 
Patrick McCabe 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Florence N. Mel Estate 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Marie J. Niemann Estate 

The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr. 
Ailsa C. Pender Estate 
Patricia Peters§ 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Janet L. Pynch Estate 
James D. Robertson 
Earl Robinson Estate 
Mrs. William P. Roth 
Violetta Sharpe Estate 
Syntex Corporation 
Donald & Rachel Valentine 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation 
Harold & Doris Zellerbach 
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate 
Anonymous 
 

ARTISTS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000–$49,999 
Evelyn Acitelli§ 
Dr. John Alden Fund 
Carolee Anderson Estate 
Fritzi Benesch§ 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust 
George Bowles 
Marion Zimmer Bradley Estate 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate 
Broadway-Hale Stores 
Mrs. Harry F. Camp 
Meyer M. Camp 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Philip Carlson Estate 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Kit Durgin, in honor of Elaine McKinley 
Edward P. Eassa Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards 
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate 
David B. Felch Estate 
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate 
Hilda Gard Trust 
Frank Gerbode 
Eleanor Guilford 
Vija Hovgard 
William S. & Vivienne Howe Estate 
Bruce Hyman§ & Simone Quarré 
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.§ 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Betty Ford Lingo—The Cerimon Fund 
Edward Maker II Estate 
Russell J. Matthias Estate 
Diana L. McClure Estate 
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Morris Trust 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate 
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate 
Pacific Lighting Corporation 
Pacific Telesis 
Christopher Page 8 Trust 
Deborah Pentz Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri 
Agnes D. Porter Estate 
Retail Dry Goods Association of  

San Francisco 
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey 
R.C. Samson Estate 

The Endowment Fund
San Francisco honors those whose Endowment contributions, received through May 1, 2026, have generously 
provided the Company with the financial stability and assurance to be the most exciting force in opera today and in 
the future. 

§ deceased
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§ deceased

Aloka Banerjee & Sanchita Banerjee Saxena, 
in memory of Utpal Banerjee 

Casey L. Scott 
John L. Seaver§ 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson 
Emmett G. Solomon 
Lynda Spence§ 
Marvin Tanigawa§ 
Jonas Waxman§ 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Zucchi Family Trust 
Anonymous 
 

MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999 
Nerzig Apkarian Estate 
Roy Backus Estate 
Mr. J. P. Barger 
Muriel C. Barnett Estate 
V. Lorel Bergeron Estate 
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 
John L. Blake 
Miss Louise Boyd Estate 

Florence W. Bruce 
Neil Buckley Estate 
Roy Cadenasso Estate 
Robert W. Cahill Estate 
Lillian Miller Carlson Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena Estate 
Francis & Lainee Chen 
David Chierichetti Estate 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Edward J. Clark 
B. B. Cohen Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin 
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Helen Dennis Estate 
Di Giorgio Foundation 
Thelma Dry Estate 
DWD Foundation 
Elaine Eklund§ 
Richard J. Elkus 
Richard Everett§ 
Michael Fagan 
Richard Farley Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field 

Tully M. Friedman 
Robert Gallo 
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman§ 
Lewis W. Hale Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills 
Milan Milton Holdorf Estate 
David R. Hyman Estate 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales 
Ruth Kaufman Estate 
Jesse Koshland 
Grover Magnin Estate 
Matson Navigation Company 
Anne E. Matthew§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller 
Diane L. Morris 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Thelma C. Owen Estate 
Joseph E. Padula Estate 
Marion Stuart Parker Estate 
Kathleen R. Poer Estate 
Ruth Prager Estate 
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate 

Mrs. John P. Renshaw 
Marcia Robinson Estate 
Alfred Sbarboro Estate 
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mary Shoch 
Jack D. Soldate Estate 
Muriel McKevitt Sonné 
Peter S. Talea Estate 
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low 
Henry F. Trione 
Tallant Tubbs Estate 
Constance Tydeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Jonas Waxman Estate 
Marie Welch West Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton 
James Wilson Estate 
Anonymous 
 

Acrisure Insurance Services, Inc. 
Anonymous 

Arnold & Porter 
bloomers 

Melissa Rae Canio / DJ heyLove* 

Olivia Decker 
Catherine Scharfen Fenton 

Nancy S. Mueller 
Rodney Strong Wine Estates 

 

Michael Salstein,  
in memory of Milton Salstein 

George Zhang, ShunYi Cellars 
Soiree Valet 

 

Stanlee R. Gatti Designs 
Theoria Creative 

Barbara L. Traisman 
Anonymous (4) 

I N - K I N D  G I F T S  

San Francisco Opera is deeply grateful for the in-kind donors who provide goods and services needed to keep the 
Company’s operations strong in a nancially sustainable manner. 

MATTHEW WASHBURN
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Matthew Shilvock 
Tad and Dianne Taube General Director 
 
Eun Sun Kim 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director 
  
Jennifer Good 
Managing Director: Production 
Gregory Henkel 
Managing Director: Artistic 
Michael Simpson 
Managing Director: Administration/Chief Financial Officer 
Jordan Amann 
Chief of Staff 
Dawn Dunlop 
Chief People Officer 
Julia Inouye 
Director of Communications 
Georgi Kelly 
Chief Philanthropy Officer 
Troy Smith 
Chief Marketing Officer 
 
David Gockley, General Director Emeritus 
  
 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
 
FINANCE 
Christopher Tom, Director of Finance 
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 
Linda Rodriguez, Accounting Manager 
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 
Whitney Ward, Payroll Administrator 
Maika Martinez, Accountant 
 
PATRON OPERATIONS 
Jess Levy, Associate Director of Patron Data 
Alix Josefski, Associate Director of Patron Operations 
Mark Wladika, Web Development Manager 
Kristy Agamegwa, Data Operations Project Manager 
Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 
Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 
 
INFORMATION SERVICES 
Jean-Paul Martinez, Director of Information Systems 
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 
Daniel Rivera-Quezada, Network Support Engineer 
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst 
 
 
A R C H I V E S  
 
Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives 
 
 
A R T I S T I C  
 
CHORUS DIRECTION 
John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 
  
ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 
Zackery Hayhurst, Artistic Planning Manager 

Vivian Wang, Music Planning Manager 
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator  
Zachary Calhoun, Artistic Operations Coordinator 
Justin Benard,  

Assistant to the Managing Director: Artistic 
 
MUSIC STAFF 

Aaron Breid, Nelson Calzi, John Churchwell, 

Bryndon Hassman, Susan Miller Hult, Andrew King,  

Keun-A Lee, Yang Lin, Robert Mollicone,  

Matthew Piatt, Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad,  

Bin Yu Sanford, Stefano Sarzani 
 
Geoffrey Lee, Ballet Pianist 
 
LANGUAGE COACHES 

Radoslava Biancalana, Czech 

Anja Burmeister, German 

Patricia Kristof Moy, French 

Erie Mills, English 

Jessica Berman, English 

 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Carrie-Ann Matheson,  

Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center  
Markus Beam,  

General Manager, San Francisco Opera Center 
Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator 
Gerrod Pagenkopf, Opera Center Scheduler  
 

 

C H O R U S  &  D A N C E  

 

Noelle Romelfanger, Chorus & Dance Manager 
 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

Jeffery McMillan, Public Relations Director 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
 

 

D E V E L O P M E N T  

 

Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 

Nina Novasic, Development Finance Manager 
Patrick Anderson,  

Executive Associate to the Chief Philanthropy Officer  
 

ANNUAL GIVING  

Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving  
Samantha Burgess, Annual Giving Manager  
 

INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING  

Hans Cardenas,  

Director of Individual & Leadership Giving  
Jen Amato,  

Associate Director of Individual & Leadership Giving  
Alondra Orellana,  

Associate Director of Legacy & Individual Giving  
Tom Mulder,  

Associate Director of Individual & Corporate Giving 
Amina Chaudhry, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Katherine Wood, Senior Individual Giving Officer  

Maude Engström, Legacy Giving Manager  

Justine Sedky, Individual Giving Officer 

 

DONOR ENGAGEMENT 

Karman Ferrell Pave, Director of Donor Engagement  

Lisa Bordachar,  

Director of Prospect Research and Strategy  

Lila Butler, Associate Director of Special Events 

Johann Joson, Manager of Donor Stewardship  

 

 

E N G A G E M E N T  A N D  C O N N E C T I V I T Y  

 

Ryan Marchand,  

Director of Engagement and Connectivity 

Christabel Nunoo,  

Education Development Manager 

Heather Kelly-Laws, DEC Project Manager 

Cole Thomason-Redus, DEC Content Curator 

 

 

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S  

 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL DIRECTOR 

Jessica Rupert, Assistant to the Executive Offices 

Elena Park, Strategic Advisor 

Kip Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus 

 

OFFICE OF THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Matthew Piatt, Director of Music Administration 

Sadye Sobel,  

Executive Assistant to the Music Director 

 

 

F R O N T  O F  H O U S E  

 

Jamye Divila Largent, House Manager 

Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 

 

Rodney Anderson, Marcelo Barbero,  

Armando Benutto, Felix Bishop, Stuart Bousel,  

Jan Brown, Danica Burt, Wendy Chang,  

Frank Chow, Kathy Dere, Martin Dias,  

Felix Dina, Dave Doering, Jonathan Drogin,  

Caesar Evangelista, Bill Flanagan, Christine Ford, 

Josh Garcia, Jorge Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Elisa Jeon,  

Kate Juliana, Elaine Kawasaki, Kathleen Keeler, 

Helen Kim, Ryszard Koprowski, Chris Largent,  

Vicki Larkowich, Sharon Lee, Leland Leong,  

Sadie Li, Michael Mak, Sam Mesinger,  

Nick Mitchell, John Morris, Dale Nedelco,  

Beth Norris, Jennifer Norris, Justin Owens,  

Jan Padover, Julie Peck, Christine Plowright,  

Bill Repp. Jack Sale, Robyn Sandberg,  

Allen Sawyer, Kelly Smith, Kumi Stanfield,  

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Janet Tom, Claire 

Tremblay, Marta Troyano, Richard Wagner,  

Steve Weiss, Tom Wong, May Yasui  

  Ushers 

Ginny Lackner, Volunteer Usher 

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid

Administration
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M A R K E T I N G  

 

Chi-Hsuan Yang, Director, Analytics & Strategy 

Jen Fingal, Associate Director of Marketing 

Tyler Cervini,  

Senior Marketing Manager, Digital & Aquisition 

Lindsey Abbott,  

Marketing Manager, Email and Digital 

Sophia Nguyen,  

Marketing Manager, Brand & Loyalty 

Emma Saperstein,  

Senior Marketing Coordinator, Web & Engagement 

Tamara Haddad,  

Marketing Coordinator, Digital Content 

Saija Maki-Waller,  

Marketing Coordinator, Brand & Loyalty 

Bill Murray,  

Marketing Manager, Web and E-Commerce 

Den Legaspi, Art Director 

Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager 

 

BOX OFFICE 

Jessica Fauver, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 

Rebecca Page,  

Medallion Society Concierge Manager,  

Assistant Box Office Manager 

Jennifer Pollack,  

Group Sales Manager, Assistant Treasurer  

Charles McGraw, Christopher Mark,  

Assistant Treasurer 

Emily Tilles,  

Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer 

Roberto Bonilla, Phone Room Sales Manager, 

Subscriber Representative 

Dale Whitmill, Subscriber Representative 

Benjamin Armington, Jing Bentley, Adrianne Chu, 

Kyle Minor, Yma Munoz, Julia Williams, 

  Patron Services Personnel  

 

 

O R C H E S T R A  

 

Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 

Nina Pitts, Orchestra Administrator 

Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 

Zofia Sabee, Orchestra Librarian 

 

 

P E O P L E  

 

Timmy Yuen, Associate Director, Human Resources 

Savannah Criswell, Human Resources Analyst 

 

 

P R O D U C T I O N  

*Senior Production Staff Member 

 

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Ryan O’Steen, Director of Production Operations & Media* 

Celine Strouts, Associate Production Director* 

Ellen Presley,  

Producer, Special Programming & Experiences 

Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator 

Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant 

Áine Donnelly, Production Finance Assistant 

Sophie Gunther,  

Coordinator, Special Programming & Experiences

AUDIO 

Doug Mitchell,  

Head of Audio/Video 

Eric Bumgarner,  

Assistant Head of Audio/Video 

Rick Jacobsohn,  

Resident Sound Designer 

  

CARPENTRY 

David Hatch, Head of Carpentry 

Greg Harsha, Assistant Head of Carpentry 

Christopher Davis, Wilsey Center Head 

 

COSTUME DEPARTMENT 

Daniele McCartan, Costume Director* 

Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 

Charlotte Brockman, Production Accountant 

Galen Till, Senior Production Supervisor 

  

ELECTRICS 

Leon Parsons, Head of Electrics 

Michael Anderson, Assistant Head of Electrics 

Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator 

 

FIGHT DIRECTION 

Dave Maier, Fight Director 

  

LIGHTING 

Justin A. Partier, Lighting Director* 

Brian Elston, Elijah Kleinberg,  

Assistant Lighting Designers 

Taylor Olson, Lighting Intern 

 

MEDIA 

Jodi Gage, Creative Producer, Media 

 

PROPERTIES 

Frederick Wielandt, Head of Properties 

Tara Pellack, Assistant Head of Properties 

 

SCENE SHOP 

John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreperson 

Emily Yoder, Scenic Artist In Charge 

 

STAGING STAFF 

Darin Burnett,  

Production Stage Manager*   

Collette Berg, Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber,  

  Stage Managers 

E. Reed Fisher, Dan Wallace Miller,  

Morgan Robinson, 

  Assistant Stage Directors 

Jonathan S. Campbell,  

Megan Coutts, Rosie Burns Pavlik, Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 

Colm Seery, Dance Master

TECHNICAL DIRECTION 
Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 
Lawren Gregory, Assistant Technical Director 
  
WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head of Wardrobe 
Cynthia Fusco, Carol Horaitis, 

Robert Horek, Brendan Cooper,   

  Wardrobe Assistants 
  
WIG, HAIR, & MAKEUP 
Jeanna Parham,  

Department Head of Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 
Christina Martin,  

Assistant Department Head of  
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 

 

 

R E H E A R S A L  

 
Trey Costerisan,  

Rehearsal Department Director 
Jordan W. Thomas,  

Rehearsal Department Scheduling Manager 
Jayne Diliberto,  

Rehearsal Department Coordinator: Personnel 
 
 
 
Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 
 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 
 
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 
 
UCSF doctors: 
Dr. George Rutherford  
Dr. Robert Harrison  
Dr. Sanziana Roman  
 
Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 
 
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 
 
Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 
 
Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
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Matthew Shilvock 
Tad and Dianne Taube General Director 
 
Eun Sun Kim 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director 
  
Jennifer Good 
Managing Director: Production 
Gregory Henkel 
Managing Director: Artistic 
Michael Simpson 
Managing Director: Administration/Chief Financial Officer 
Jordan Amann 
Chief of Staff 
Dawn Dunlop 
Chief People Officer 
Julia Inouye 
Director of Communications 
Georgi Kelly 
Chief Philanthropy Officer 
Troy Smith 
Chief Marketing Officer 
 
David Gockley, General Director Emeritus 
  
 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
 
FINANCE 
Christopher Tom, Director of Finance 
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 
Linda Rodriguez, Accounting Manager 
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 
Whitney Ward, Payroll Administrator 
Maika Martinez, Accountant 
 
PATRON OPERATIONS 
Jess Levy, Associate Director of Patron Data 
Alix Josefski, Associate Director of Patron Operations 
Mark Wladika, Web Development Manager 
Kristy Agamegwa, Data Operations Project Manager 
Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 
Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 
 
INFORMATION SERVICES 
Jean-Paul Martinez, Director of Information Systems 
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 
Daniel Rivera-Quezada, Network Support Engineer 
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst 
 
 
A R C H I V E S  
 
Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives 
 
 
A R T I S T I C  
 
CHORUS DIRECTION 
John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 
  
ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 
Zackery Hayhurst, Artistic Planning Manager 

Vivian Wang, Music Planning Manager 
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator  
Zachary Calhoun, Artistic Operations Coordinator 
Justin Benard,  

Assistant to the Managing Director: Artistic 
 
MUSIC STAFF 

Aaron Breid, Nelson Calzi, John Churchwell, 

Bryndon Hassman, Susan Miller Hult, Andrew King,  

Keun-A Lee, Yang Lin, Robert Mollicone,  

Matthew Piatt, Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad,  

Bin Yu Sanford, Stefano Sarzani 
 
Geoffrey Lee, Ballet Pianist 
 
LANGUAGE COACHES 

Radoslava Biancalana, Czech 

Anja Burmeister, German 

Patricia Kristof Moy, French 

Erie Mills, English 

Jessica Berman, English 

 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Carrie-Ann Matheson,  

Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center  
Markus Beam,  

General Manager, San Francisco Opera Center 
Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator 
Gerrod Pagenkopf, Opera Center Scheduler  
 

 

C H O R U S  &  D A N C E  

 

Noelle Romelfanger, Chorus & Dance Manager 
 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

Jeffery McMillan, Public Relations Director 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
 

 

D E V E L O P M E N T  

 

Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 

Nina Novasic, Development Finance Manager 
Patrick Anderson,  

Executive Associate to the Chief Philanthropy Officer  
 

ANNUAL GIVING  

Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving  
Samantha Burgess, Annual Giving Manager  
 

INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING  

Hans Cardenas,  

Director of Individual & Leadership Giving  
Jen Amato,  

Associate Director of Individual & Leadership Giving  
Alondra Orellana,  

Associate Director of Legacy & Individual Giving  
Tom Mulder,  

Associate Director of Individual & Corporate Giving 
Amina Chaudhry, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Katherine Wood, Senior Individual Giving Officer  

Maude Engström, Legacy Giving Manager  

Justine Sedky, Individual Giving Officer 

 

DONOR ENGAGEMENT 

Karman Ferrell Pave, Director of Donor Engagement  

Lisa Bordachar,  

Director of Prospect Research and Strategy  

Lila Butler, Associate Director of Special Events 

Johann Joson, Manager of Donor Stewardship  

 

 

E N G A G E M E N T  A N D  C O N N E C T I V I T Y  

 

Ryan Marchand,  

Director of Engagement and Connectivity 

Christabel Nunoo,  

Education Development Manager 

Heather Kelly-Laws, DEC Project Manager 

Cole Thomason-Redus, DEC Content Curator 

 

 

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S  

 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL DIRECTOR 

Jessica Rupert, Assistant to the Executive Offices 

Elena Park, Strategic Advisor 

Kip Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus 

 

OFFICE OF THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Matthew Piatt, Director of Music Administration 

Sadye Sobel,  

Executive Assistant to the Music Director 

 

 

F R O N T  O F  H O U S E  

 

Jamye Divila Largent, House Manager 

Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 

 

Rodney Anderson, Marcelo Barbero,  

Armando Benutto, Felix Bishop, Stuart Bousel,  

Jan Brown, Danica Burt, Wendy Chang,  

Frank Chow, Kathy Dere, Martin Dias,  

Felix Dina, Dave Doering, Jonathan Drogin,  

Caesar Evangelista, Bill Flanagan, Christine Ford, 

Josh Garcia, Jorge Gonzalez-Rodriguez, Elisa Jeon,  

Kate Juliana, Elaine Kawasaki, Kathleen Keeler, 

Helen Kim, Ryszard Koprowski, Chris Largent,  

Vicki Larkowich, Sharon Lee, Leland Leong,  

Sadie Li, Michael Mak, Sam Mesinger,  

Nick Mitchell, John Morris, Dale Nedelco,  

Beth Norris, Jennifer Norris, Justin Owens,  

Jan Padover, Julie Peck, Christine Plowright,  

Bill Repp. Jack Sale, Robyn Sandberg,  

Allen Sawyer, Kelly Smith, Kumi Stanfield,  

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Janet Tom, Claire 

Tremblay, Marta Troyano, Richard Wagner,  

Steve Weiss, Tom Wong, May Yasui  

  Ushers 

Ginny Lackner, Volunteer Usher 

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid
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Chi-Hsuan Yang, Director, Analytics & Strategy 

Jen Fingal, Associate Director of Marketing 

Tyler Cervini,  

Senior Marketing Manager, Digital & Aquisition 
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Marketing Manager, Email and Digital 

Sophia Nguyen,  

Marketing Manager, Brand & Loyalty 

Emma Saperstein,  

Senior Marketing Coordinator, Web & Engagement 

Tamara Haddad,  

Marketing Coordinator, Digital Content 

Saija Maki-Waller,  

Marketing Coordinator, Brand & Loyalty 

Bill Murray,  

Marketing Manager, Web and E-Commerce 

Den Legaspi, Art Director 

Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager 

 

BOX OFFICE 

Jessica Fauver, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 

Rebecca Page,  

Medallion Society Concierge Manager,  

Assistant Box Office Manager 

Jennifer Pollack,  

Group Sales Manager, Assistant Treasurer  

Charles McGraw, Christopher Mark,  

Assistant Treasurer 

Emily Tilles,  

Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer 

Roberto Bonilla, Phone Room Sales Manager, 

Subscriber Representative 

Dale Whitmill, Subscriber Representative 

Benjamin Armington, Jing Bentley, Adrianne Chu, 

Kyle Minor, Yma Munoz, Julia Williams, 

  Patron Services Personnel  

 

 

O R C H E S T R A  

 

Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 

Nina Pitts, Orchestra Administrator 

Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 

Zofia Sabee, Orchestra Librarian 

 

 

P E O P L E  

 

Timmy Yuen, Associate Director, Human Resources 

Savannah Criswell, Human Resources Analyst 

 

 

P R O D U C T I O N  

*Senior Production Staff Member 

 

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Ryan O’Steen, Director of Production Operations & Media* 

Celine Strouts, Associate Production Director* 

Ellen Presley,  

Producer, Special Programming & Experiences 

Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator 

Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant 

Áine Donnelly, Production Finance Assistant 

Sophie Gunther,  

Coordinator, Special Programming & Experiences

AUDIO 

Doug Mitchell,  

Head of Audio/Video 

Eric Bumgarner,  

Assistant Head of Audio/Video 

Rick Jacobsohn,  

Resident Sound Designer 

  

CARPENTRY 

David Hatch, Head of Carpentry 

Greg Harsha, Assistant Head of Carpentry 

Christopher Davis, Wilsey Center Head 

 

COSTUME DEPARTMENT 

Daniele McCartan, Costume Director* 

Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 

Charlotte Brockman, Production Accountant 

Galen Till, Senior Production Supervisor 

  

ELECTRICS 

Leon Parsons, Head of Electrics 

Michael Anderson, Assistant Head of Electrics 

Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator 

 

FIGHT DIRECTION 

Dave Maier, Fight Director 

  

LIGHTING 

Justin A. Partier, Lighting Director* 

Brian Elston, Elijah Kleinberg,  

Assistant Lighting Designers 

Taylor Olson, Lighting Intern 

 

MEDIA 

Jodi Gage, Creative Producer, Media 

 

PROPERTIES 

Frederick Wielandt, Head of Properties 

Tara Pellack, Assistant Head of Properties 

 

SCENE SHOP 

John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreperson 

Emily Yoder, Scenic Artist In Charge 

 

STAGING STAFF 

Darin Burnett,  

Production Stage Manager*   

Collette Berg, Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber,  

  Stage Managers 

E. Reed Fisher, Dan Wallace Miller,  

Morgan Robinson, 

  Assistant Stage Directors 

Jonathan S. Campbell,  

Megan Coutts, Rosie Burns Pavlik, Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 

Colm Seery, Dance Master

TECHNICAL DIRECTION 
Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 
Lawren Gregory, Assistant Technical Director 
  
WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head of Wardrobe 
Cynthia Fusco, Carol Horaitis, 

Robert Horek, Brendan Cooper,   

  Wardrobe Assistants 
  
WIG, HAIR, & MAKEUP 
Jeanna Parham,  

Department Head of Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 
Christina Martin,  

Assistant Department Head of  
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 

 

 

R E H E A R S A L  

 
Trey Costerisan,  

Rehearsal Department Director 
Jordan W. Thomas,  

Rehearsal Department Scheduling Manager 
Jayne Diliberto,  

Rehearsal Department Coordinator: Personnel 
 
 
 

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 
 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 
 
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 
 
UCSF doctors: 
Dr. George Rutherford  
Dr. Robert Harrison  
Dr. Sanziana Roman  
 
Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 
 
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 
 
Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 
 
Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

C O S T U M E  S H O P  
Jai Alltizer (25), Costume Shop Manager 
Galen Till (21),  

Senior Production Supervisor 
Manuel Gutierrez (26),  

Production Coordinator 
Robyn Marsh, Costume Supervisor 
Sally Thomas (25), Head Tailor 
Amy Ashton-Keller (31), Head Draper 
Nika Cassaro, Emma Lehman (10), 

Santiago Suanes (15), Drapers 
Paula Wheeler (33), Senior Milliner 
Karen Lewis, Dyer/Painter 
Jersey McDermott (26),  

Senior Craftsperson/Shoe Specialist 
Julia Colvard, Taylor Newell,  

Kaitlyn Patrick, Kristen Tracy (17), 
Assistant Cutters 

Niko Suits, First Hand 
Victoria Mortimer, Costume Assistant 
Teddy Rose Baker, Shopper 
 
COSTUME TECHNICIANS 
Miriam Acosta 
Hoa Fong (26) 
Sophia Gallegos 
Jaya Grace Goheen 
Ashley Grambow 
Kathy Griffith 
Gillian Haratani (13) 
Aki Hasegawa 
Meg Horan 
Arianna B. Jones 
Sara Morimoto (12) 
Mikael Nohai 
Sarah Ellen Wilson 
Robert Whitehurst 
 
 
W A R D R O B E  D E P A R T M E N T  
 
CORE CREW  
Nicolas Chacon 
Linda Edwards (27)  
Edward Fonseca (14)  
Lorraine Lewis (13)  
Phil Perry (28)  
Leona Schrader-Dee 
Don Smith (29)  
Scott Stewart (25)  
Kirsten Tucker (22) 
Amber Vo 
 
DRESSERS  
Ash Cable 
Kathleen Crowley 
Alan Herro 
Claudia Holaday (46) 
Patrick Sanchez (15)

W I G ,  H A I R ,  A N D   
M A K E U P  D E P A R T M E N T  
 
SENIOR WIG ARTISTS 
Erin Hennessy (13) 
Maur Sela (10) 
 
WIG ARTISTS 
Calli Carvajal 
Lindsay Saier 
 
SHOW CALL FOREPERSONS 
Lindsay Saier 
Tim Santry (35) 
 
PRINCIPAL WIG, HAIR,  
AND MAKEUP ARTISTS 
Calli Carvajal 
Sarah Coy 
Karalynne Fiebig (19) 
Denise Gutierrez (43) 
Toby Mayer (35) 
Gloria Mueller 
Naki Mugambi 
Leilani Norman 
Y. Sharon Peng (11) 
Lisa Patnoe (35) 
Lindsay Saier 
Tim Santry (35) 
Sophia Smith (12) 
 
SHOW CALL WIG, HAIR,  
AND MAKEUP ARTISTS 
Vanessa Blanchard Lee 
Kristen Campbell 
Calli Carvajal 
Sarah Coy 
Luna Finn 
Marisela Garcia 
Denise Gutierrez (43) 
Erin Hennessy (13) 
Chri Holmgren-Greene 
Raegina Joyner 
Amber Loudermilk 
Christina Martin (13) 
Toby Mayer (35) 
Robert Mrazik (20) 
Gloria Mueller 
Naki Mugambi 
Leilani Norman 
Lisa Patnoe (35) 
Y. Sharon Peng (11) 
Jordan Plath 
Vanessa Root 
Lindsay Saier 
Maur Sela (10) 
Sophia Smith (12) 
Kimberly Virgen 
 
 
S C E N E  S H O P  
Dennis Forry 
Christian Martinez 
Dylan Maxson 
Victor Sanchez (28) 
 
 
S C E N I C  A R T  D E P A R T M E N T  
Lauren Abrams

C A R P E N T R Y  D E P A R T M E N T  
Jesse Austin 
Lucy Briggs 
Gabriel Castellani (15),  

Automation Key 
Michael Chapman (13) 
Jack Davis 
Paul Delatorre (26),  

Night Crew Foreperson 
Jacob Elliott 
Hunter Erbach, Inventory Key 
Tony Garcia 
Karla Hargrave 
Geoffrey R. Heron (19) 
Geoffrey W. Heron (31) 
Philip Heron (23),  

Automation and Rigging Foreperson 
Rahgen Hill 
Ed Joe (21) 
Nick Kukielka 
Wyatt Martinez 
Michael Martino 
Anna McGriff 
Alex Meyer, Automation Layout 
Ben Miller, Assistant Flyperson 
Harry Niedzwetzki (33) 
Jesse Nugent 
John O’Donnell (37), Key Flyperson 
Enrique Pronio 
Michael Ramirez, Assistant Key 
James Ryan 
Michael Ryan 
Eila Saarni, Key 
Raymond Sais 
Gregory Shaff (37), Key 
Harper Shipley, Assistant Key 
Cyrus Sindicich 
Derek Snediker 
Sean Walden (14),  

Warehouse Foreperson 
Randy Walsh (23), Key 
Sammy Wong 
 
 
P R O P E R T Y  D E P A R T M E N T  
Scott J. Barringer (25), Key 
Amy Boussard 
Christy Carter 
Jay Cazel 
James Eldredge (21), Shop Mechanic 
Qris Fry 
Tim Heaney 
Jane Henderson 
Gabby Hernandez-McKig 
Patricia Hewett (18), Assistant Key 
Myron Seth Isaacs (25), Key 
Mark Kotschnig (23), Key 
John Matlock, Assistant Key 
Victor McCarthy 
Baylie Olson 
Beth Ozarow (29), Out of House Key 
Sarah Shores (18), Shop Mechanic 
Mae Toone 
Morgan Womble-Dahl 
 
 

E L E C T R I C S  D E P A R T M E N T  
Eugene Ahn (12), Gel Room 
Samir Arora, Key Projectionist 
John Boatwright (38),  

House Head Electrician 
Ariel Bott, Assistant Key Stage Left 
Danielle Colburn 
Henry Cotter 
Andrew Custer 
Erik Docktor (18), Projection Programmer 
Amy Domjan, Layout Electrician 
Will Grunig (23) 
Griffin Harwood 
Robert Haycock, Key Stage Right 
Matt Heron, Pyro Technician 
Bernard Honigman (26),  

Key Light Board Operator 
Karen Jine 
Brendan Kierans (12),  

Electric Shop Foreperson 
Sophie Landau (11) 
Maria Mendoza (37), Projection Coordinator 
Lloyd Murphy, Key Projectionist 
Jonathan Philpott-Kenny 
Glenn Quilici, Assistant Key Stage Right 
Kevin Quintero 
Matthew Reynolds 
William Rodriguez 
Kirt Siders, Data Administrator 
Andrew Sproule (26), Key Stage Left 
Jax Steager,  

Assistant Key Light Board Operator 
 
 
A U D I O  D E P A R T M E N T  
Emad Dajani, Key 
Patrick Dowd 
Christine Dumke 
Bryan Olson, Key 
Ziggy Tomcich (23) 
 
 
M E D I A  D E P A R T M E N T  
Claude Bauschinger, Video Editor 
Doug Hunt 
Mitchell Kell 
Brian Shimetz 
Uwe Willenbacher (17), Audio Editor 
 
 
S T U D I O  T E A C H E R S  
Donnell Barnes, Carolyn Crimley,  
Rhona Gordon, Lua Hadar, Martha Harris, 
Stacy Heniser, Jamie Keller,  
Karen Kindig, Laila Vatanka 
 
 
W R A N G L E R S  
Alexandra Armstead 
Kate Juliana,  
Jonah Malamud, Haley May 

 
Employees who have served the 
Company for more than 10 years are 
listed with their years of service. 

Backstage Personnel
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Opera in the Park. Photo by Kristen Loken.

S C A N  T O  G I V E

Opera Comes Alive 
Because of Our Community

Every gift to San Francisco Opera, no matter the size, keeps the music playing. 
In a time when the arts face real challenges, your support is more than generosity. 

It’s a commitment to something that matters. Please give what you can. 
We are so grateful for donations of any amount.

To learn more, visit sfopera.com/give or call us at (415) 565-3212.



 

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS 

Raymond Aceto 

Georgiana Adams+◊ 

Javier Arrey 

Justin Austin* 

Jamie Barton 

Tanja Ariane 

Baumgartner* 

Gabrielle Beteag+◊ 

Andrew Bidlack 

Aleksey Bogdanov+ 

Eugene Brancoveanu+◊ 

J’Nai Bridges 

William Lee Bryan 

William Burden+ 

Charmaine Butcher*■ 

Cheryl Cain 

Patrick Carfizzi 

Danielle Cheiken* 

Kelly Chase■ 

Peixin Chen*+ 

Sadie Cheslak*+† 

Shuqi Cong■ 

Catherine Cook+◊ 

Logan Cook* 

Caroline Corrales+◊ 

Chris Costanz* 

Zachary Cowan* 

Brandon DiPaola 

Amartuvshin Enkhbat 

Alexa Frankian*+† 

Anders Froehlich 

John Fulton 

Carla Gallardo 

Rod Gilfry 

Kevin Gino 

Renato Girolami 

Sofia Gotch*+† 

Susan Graham+ 

Edward Graves+◊ 

Thomas Hall 

Jongwon Han◊ 

Yuntong Han 

Stella Hannock 

Harlan Hays 

Connor Herrmann 

Joshua Hopkins 

Jackson Horton* 

Mary Hoskins+† 

Christopher Jackson 

Michael Jankosky 

Silvie Jensen 

Chance Jonas-O’Toole*+ 

Brandon Jovanovich 

Joo Won Kang+◊ 

Maria Kataeva# 

Wilford Kelly 

Kyle Ketelsen 

Samuel Kidd+◊ 

Konu Kim 

Thomas Kinch+† 

Bojan Knezevic+◊ 

Anna Kosiarek* 

Laura Krumm+◊ 

Eric Levintow 

Joseph Lim 

Alexandra Loutsion 

Daniela Mack+◊ 

Sophia Maekawa 

James McCarthy+◊ 

Jana McIntyre*+ 

Ryan McKinny 

Liesl McPherrin 

Niko Min 

Amber Monroe+ 

David Adam Moore 

Melody Moore+◊ 

Sally Mouzon 

Brian Mulligan 

Christopher Nachtrab 

Nikolas Nackley 

Sarah Nadreau 

Antonio Nagore 

Gabriel Natal-Báez*+† 

William O’Neill 

Christopher Oglesby+◊ 

Andrew Thomas Pardini 

Elena Pankratova* 

Jusung Gabriel Park* 

Yulan Piao 

Chester Pidduck 

Laurel Porter 

Nikola Printz+◊ 

Ben Reisinger 

Brittany Renee 

Kindra Scharich 

Michaela Schuster  

Levy Sekgapane* 

Chad Shelton 

Philip Skinner+◊ 

Olivia Smith+◊ 

Reginald Smith, Jr. 

Jonathan Smucker 

David Soar 

Whitney Steele 

Falk Struckmann 

Elisa Sunshine+◊ 

Jack Swanson* 

Jesslyn Thomas 

Ryan Torres* 

Andrew Truett 

Elza van den Heever+◊ 

Marcos Vedovetto■ 

Sebastian Villalobos 

Kang Wang* 

Samuel White+◊  

Hongni Wu 

Wei Wu 

WooYoung Yoon+ 

Kwangchul Youn 

Yongzhao Yu* 

Adela Zaharia 

Olivier Zerouali+† 

Huiwang Zhang*■ 

Mei Gui Zhang+ 

 

CONDUCTORS 

Eun Sun Kim 

Carolyn Kuan* 

Benjamin Manis 

Robert Mollicone+◊ 

Patrick Summers+ 

PRODUCTION 

Keith Warner 

 

STAGE DIRECTORS 

Katrina Bachus* 

Jose Maria Condemi+◊ 

E. Reed Fisher 

Leonard Foglia 

Anja Kühnhold  

Matthew Ozawa 

Diane Paulus* 

Emilio Sagi 

Roy Rallo 

Basil Twist* 

 

CHOREOGRAPHERS  

Rena Butler 

Nuria Castejón 

Jamie Guan* 

Colm Seery 

Ann Yee* 

Huiwang Zhang* 

 

 

KEY:  
# American Debut 

* San Francisco Opera 

Debut 

† Current Adler Fellow 

+ Merola Opera 

Program Graduate 

◊ Adler Fellowship 

Graduate 

■ Solo Dancer 

Cover Artist 

2025-26 Artists Chorus

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, and craftspeople make possible our performances. 

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6 

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc. 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 16 

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784, I.A.T.S.E 

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706, 
I.A.T.S.E. 

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800 

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.A.T.S.E. 

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18

John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 

REGULAR CHORUS 

Buffy Baggott 
Kathleen Bayler 
C. Michael Belle 

William Lee Bryan 
Cheryl Cain 

Janet Campbell 
Danielle Cheiken 

Alan Cochran 
Sara Colburn 
Edith Dowd 

Angela Eden 
Anders Froehlich 

John Fulton 
Kevin Gino 

Stella Hannock 
Harlan Hays 

Katherine Ivie 
Christopher Jackson 

Michael Jankosky 
Silvie Jensen 
Wilford Kelly 
Crystal Kim 

Bojan Knežević 

Nadima Kombajyan 
Josephine YoonGeong Lee 

Eric Levintow 
Elisabeth Rom Lucio 

Liesl McPherrin 
Sally Mouzon 

Nikolas Nackley 
Sarah Nadreau 
Antonio Nagore 

Erin Neff 
William O’Neill 

Andrew Thomas PardiniΩ 
Alexander John Perkins 

Philip Pickens√ 
William Pickersgill 
Chester Pidduck 

Laurel Cameron Porter 
Jonathan Smucker  

Whitney Steele 
Jesslyn Thomas 
Andrew TruettΩ 

Jacque Eileen Wilson

EXTRA CHORUS 

√ Chorus member on leave of absence 

Ω Solo Role 
 

Morgan Balfour 
Daniel Brakefield 
Erich Buchholz 

Daniel Cilli 
Clare Demer 

Phoebe Dinga 
Spencer Dodd  
Mélissa Dufort 

Stephanie Feigenbaum 
Margaret Genovese 

Lena Goldstein 
Luis González 

Spencer Greene 
Matt Hidalgo 
Nina Jones 

David Kekuewa 
Michael Kuo 

Marielle Leiboff 

Yitao Lin 
Benjamin Liupaogo 

Joachim Luis 
Michael Orlinsky 

Carly Passer 
Leandra Ramm 

Mary Rauh 
Dewey Reikofski 

Cliff Romig 
Grace Sawyko 
B Schaubhut 

Chung Wai Soong 
Lee Steward 

Carmello Tringali 
Troy Turriate 

Nicolas Vasquez-Gerst 
Nicholas Volkert 
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Brett Conway↔ 

Jamielyn Duggan↔ 
Alexandra FitzGibbon 
Blanche Hampton↔■ 

Felipe Leon 
Coral Martin↔ 

Micah Moch 
Christopher Nachtrab↔ 

Chiharu Shibata↔■ 
Marcos Vedovetto↔ 

 
 

Corps Dancers 
Colm Seery, Dance Master 

Sue August 
Knox Burnett 

Raulston Burnett 
Stacey Chien 

Thomas Colletta 
Paige D’Encarnacao 

Misha Derkavski 
Karsten Guthridge 

Eric Johnson 
Aiden Lin-Setchkov 

Alan LoFaso 

Leland Lujan 
Holly MacCormick 
Mumtoz Ochilova 

Michael Pinell 
Skyden Ramm 
Elisabeth Smith 

Adam Thier 
Kimberly Thompson 

Barbara Tolbert 
Ross Uchimura 

Supernumeraries 
Elektra 

FIRST VIOLIN 
Kay Stern, Concertmaster 
Maya Cohon, Associate ConcertmasterΣ  
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster  
Jennifer Cho 
Dawn Harms 
Mariya Borozina 
Naoko Nakajima 
Dian Zhang 
Leonid Igudesman 
Jennifer Hsieh 
Asuka Annie Yano 
Ani Bukujian↑ 
 
SECOND VIOLIN 
Jeremy Preston, Principal 
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal 
Leslie Ludena, Acting Assistant Principal  
Ka-Yeon Lee 
Aya Kiyonaga 
Craig Reiss 
Heeguen Song↑ 

Emma Votapek↑ 
 
VIOLA 

Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal 
Joy Fellows, Associate PrincipalΣ 
Stephen Goist, Acting Assistant Principal 
Natalia Vershilova 
Lindan Burns 
Emily Liu↑ 
Elizabeth Prior↑ 
 
CELLO 

Sunny Yang, Principal 
Thalia Moore, Associate PrincipalΣ 
Peter Myers, Assistant Principal  
Nora Pirquet 
Emil Miland 
Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Ruth Lane 

BASS 

Joseph Lescher, Principal 
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal 
William Wasson, Acting Assistant Principal 
Shinji Eshima  
Sean O’Hara↑ 

 
FLUTE 

Stephanie McNab, Acting Principal 
Susan KangΣ↑ 
Katrina Walter↑ 
 
PICCOLO 

Stephanie McNab 
Susan Kang↑ 
 
OBOE 

Mingjia Liu, Principal 
Gabriel Young, Associate Principal 
Benjamin Brogadir 
 
ENGLISH HORN 

Benjamin Brogadir 
 
CLARINET 

José González Granero, Principal 
Joshua Choi 
Junghwan Lee 
 
BASS CLARINET 

Junghwan Lee 
 
BASSOON 

Rufus Olivier, Principal 
Daniel MacNeillΣ 
Shawn Jones↑ 
 
CONTRABASSOON 

Shawn Jones↑  

FRENCH HORN 

Kevin Rivard, Principal 
Phillip Palmore 
Brian McCarty, Associate Principal 
Anthony Delivanis 
Logan BryckΣ 
 
TRUMPET 

Adam Luftman, Principal 
Scott Macomber 
John PearsonΣ 
 

TROMBONE 

Michael Cox, Acting Principal 
Samuel Wamhoff↑ 
David Ridge 
 
BASS TROMBONE 

David Ridge, Principal 
 
TUBA/CIMBASSO 

Zachariah Spellman, Principal 
 
TIMPANI 

John Burgardt, Principal 
 
PERCUSSION 

Patricia Niemi, Acting Principal 
Victor Avdienko↑ 

 
HARP 

Eleanor Kirk, Principal 
 
LIBRARIAN 

Carrie Weick 
 
√ Leave of absence 
Σ Principal for one or more  

Summer season operas 
↑ Season Substitute 
 

Orchestra 
Eun Sun Kim, Music Director 

↔ Tenured 
√ Tenured Dancer on Leave of Absence 

□ Resident Corps 
■ Solo Role
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Brian Mulligan 

Christopher Nachtrab 

Nikolas Nackley 

Sarah Nadreau 

Antonio Nagore 

Gabriel Natal-Báez*+† 

William O’Neill 

Christopher Oglesby+◊ 

Andrew Thomas Pardini 

Elena Pankratova* 

Jusung Gabriel Park* 

Yulan Piao 

Chester Pidduck 

Laurel Porter 

Nikola Printz+◊ 

Ben Reisinger 

Brittany Renee 

Kindra Scharich 

Michaela Schuster  

Levy Sekgapane* 

Chad Shelton 

Philip Skinner+◊ 

Olivia Smith+◊ 

Reginald Smith, Jr. 

Jonathan Smucker 

David Soar 

Whitney Steele 

Falk Struckmann 

Elisa Sunshine+◊ 

Jack Swanson* 

Jesslyn Thomas 

Ryan Torres* 

Andrew Truett 

Elza van den Heever+◊ 

Marcos Vedovetto■ 

Sebastian Villalobos 

Kang Wang* 

Samuel White+◊  

Hongni Wu 

Wei Wu 

WooYoung Yoon+ 

Kwangchul Youn 

Yongzhao Yu* 

Adela Zaharia 

Olivier Zerouali+† 

Huiwang Zhang*■ 

Mei Gui Zhang+ 

 

CONDUCTORS 

Eun Sun Kim 

Carolyn Kuan* 

Benjamin Manis 

Robert Mollicone+◊ 

Patrick Summers+ 

PRODUCTION 

Keith Warner 

 

STAGE DIRECTORS 

Katrina Bachus* 

Jose Maria Condemi+◊ 

E. Reed Fisher 

Leonard Foglia 

Anja Kühnhold  

Matthew Ozawa 

Diane Paulus* 

Emilio Sagi 

Roy Rallo 

Basil Twist* 

 

CHOREOGRAPHERS  

Rena Butler 

Nuria Castejón 

Jamie Guan* 

Colm Seery 

Ann Yee* 

Huiwang Zhang* 

 

 

KEY:  
# American Debut 

* San Francisco Opera 

Debut 

† Current Adler Fellow 

+ Merola Opera 

Program Graduate 

◊ Adler Fellowship 

Graduate 

■ Solo Dancer 

Cover Artist 

2025-26 Artists Chorus

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, and craftspeople make possible our performances. 

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6 

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc. 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 16 

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784, I.A.T.S.E 

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706, 
I.A.T.S.E. 

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800 

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.A.T.S.E. 

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18

John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 

REGULAR CHORUS 

Buffy Baggott 
Kathleen Bayler 
C. Michael Belle 

William Lee Bryan 
Cheryl Cain 

Janet Campbell 
Danielle Cheiken 

Alan Cochran 
Sara Colburn 
Edith Dowd 

Angela Eden 
Anders Froehlich 

John Fulton 
Kevin Gino 

Stella Hannock 
Harlan Hays 

Katherine Ivie 
Christopher Jackson 

Michael Jankosky 
Silvie Jensen 
Wilford Kelly 
Crystal Kim 

Bojan Knežević 

Nadima Kombajyan 
Josephine YoonGeong Lee 

Eric Levintow 
Elisabeth Rom Lucio 

Liesl McPherrin 
Sally Mouzon 

Nikolas Nackley 
Sarah Nadreau 
Antonio Nagore 

Erin Neff 
William O’Neill 

Andrew Thomas PardiniΩ 
Alexander John Perkins 

Philip Pickens√ 
William Pickersgill 
Chester Pidduck 

Laurel Cameron Porter 
Jonathan Smucker  

Whitney Steele 
Jesslyn Thomas 
Andrew TruettΩ 

Jacque Eileen Wilson

EXTRA CHORUS 

√ Chorus member on leave of absence 

Ω Solo Role 
 

Morgan Balfour 
Daniel Brakefield 
Erich Buchholz 

Daniel Cilli 
Clare Demer 

Phoebe Dinga 
Spencer Dodd  
Mélissa Dufort 

Stephanie Feigenbaum 
Margaret Genovese 

Lena Goldstein 
Luis González 

Spencer Greene 
Matt Hidalgo 
Nina Jones 

David Kekuewa 
Michael Kuo 

Marielle Leiboff 

Yitao Lin 
Benjamin Liupaogo 

Joachim Luis 
Michael Orlinsky 

Carly Passer 
Leandra Ramm 

Mary Rauh 
Dewey Reikofski 

Cliff Romig 
Grace Sawyko 
B Schaubhut 

Chung Wai Soong 
Lee Steward 

Carmello Tringali 
Troy Turriate 

Nicolas Vasquez-Gerst 
Nicholas Volkert 
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Brett Conway↔ 

Jamielyn Duggan↔ 
Alexandra FitzGibbon 
Blanche Hampton↔■ 

Felipe Leon 
Coral Martin↔ 

Micah Moch 
Christopher Nachtrab↔ 

Chiharu Shibata↔■ 
Marcos Vedovetto↔ 

 
 

Corps Dancers 
Colm Seery, Dance Master 

Sue August 
Knox Burnett 

Raulston Burnett 
Stacey Chien 

Thomas Colletta 
Paige D’Encarnacao 

Misha Derkavski 
Karsten Guthridge 

Eric Johnson 
Aiden Lin-Setchkov 

Alan LoFaso 

Leland Lujan 
Holly MacCormick 
Mumtoz Ochilova 

Michael Pinell 
Skyden Ramm 
Elisabeth Smith 

Adam Thier 
Kimberly Thompson 

Barbara Tolbert 
Ross Uchimura 

Supernumeraries 
Elektra 

FIRST VIOLIN 
Kay Stern, Concertmaster 
Maya Cohon, Associate ConcertmasterΣ  
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster  
Jennifer Cho 
Dawn Harms 
Mariya Borozina 
Naoko Nakajima 
Dian Zhang 
Leonid Igudesman 
Jennifer Hsieh 
Asuka Annie Yano 
Ani Bukujian↑ 
 
SECOND VIOLIN 
Jeremy Preston, Principal 
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal 
Leslie Ludena, Acting Assistant Principal  
Ka-Yeon Lee 
Aya Kiyonaga 
Craig Reiss 
Heeguen Song↑ 

Emma Votapek↑ 
 
VIOLA 

Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal 
Joy Fellows, Associate PrincipalΣ 
Stephen Goist, Acting Assistant Principal 
Natalia Vershilova 
Lindan Burns 
Emily Liu↑ 
Elizabeth Prior↑ 
 
CELLO 

Sunny Yang, Principal 
Thalia Moore, Associate PrincipalΣ 
Peter Myers, Assistant Principal  
Nora Pirquet 
Emil Miland 
Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Ruth Lane 

BASS 

Joseph Lescher, Principal 
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal 
William Wasson, Acting Assistant Principal 
Shinji Eshima  
Sean O’Hara↑ 

 
FLUTE 

Stephanie McNab, Acting Principal 
Susan KangΣ↑ 
Katrina Walter↑ 
 
PICCOLO 

Stephanie McNab 
Susan Kang↑ 
 
OBOE 

Mingjia Liu, Principal 
Gabriel Young, Associate Principal 
Benjamin Brogadir 
 
ENGLISH HORN 

Benjamin Brogadir 
 
CLARINET 

José González Granero, Principal 
Joshua Choi 
Junghwan Lee 
 
BASS CLARINET 

Junghwan Lee 
 
BASSOON 

Rufus Olivier, Principal 
Daniel MacNeillΣ 
Shawn Jones↑ 
 
CONTRABASSOON 

Shawn Jones↑  

FRENCH HORN 

Kevin Rivard, Principal 
Phillip Palmore 
Brian McCarty, Associate Principal 
Anthony Delivanis 
Logan BryckΣ 
 
TRUMPET 

Adam Luftman, Principal 
Scott Macomber 
John PearsonΣ 
 

TROMBONE 

Michael Cox, Acting Principal 
Samuel Wamhoff↑ 
David Ridge 
 
BASS TROMBONE 

David Ridge, Principal 
 
TUBA/CIMBASSO 

Zachariah Spellman, Principal 
 
TIMPANI 

John Burgardt, Principal 
 
PERCUSSION 

Patricia Niemi, Acting Principal 
Victor Avdienko↑ 

 
HARP 

Eleanor Kirk, Principal 
 
LIBRARIAN 

Carrie Weick 
 
√ Leave of absence 
Σ Principal for one or more  

Summer season operas 
↑ Season Substitute 
 

Orchestra 
Eun Sun Kim, Music Director 

↔ Tenured 
√ Tenured Dancer on Leave of Absence 

□ Resident Corps 
■ Solo Role
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San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Maya Cohon  
Associate 

Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Assistant 

Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
First Violin

Dawn Harms 
First Violin

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Naoko Nakajima 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Acting Assistant 

Principal, Second Violin

Ka-Yeon Lee 
Second Violin

Aya Kiyonaga 
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

Joy Fellows 
Associate Principal 

Viola

 Stephen Goist 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Bass

William Wasson 
Bass

Stephanie McNab 
 Acting Principal 
Flute & Piccolo

Lindan Burns 
Viola

Emily Liu 
Viola↑

Elizabeth Prior 
Viola↑

Thalia Moore 
Associate Principal  

Cello

Peter Myers 
Assistant Principal 

Cello

Nora Pirquet 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

↑ Season Substitute 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Susan Kang 
Flute↑

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Gabriel Young 
Associate Principal 

Oboe

Benjamin Brogadir 
English Horn

José González 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Junghwan Lee 
Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Shawn Jones 
Bassoon/ 

Contrabassoon↑

Kevin Rivard 
Principal  

Horn

Phillip Palmore 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Associate Principal 

Horn

Logan Bryck 
Utility Horn

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Michael Cox 
Acting Principal 

Trombone

David Ridge 
Principal 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Principal 

Tuba

John Burgardt 
Principal 
Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Acting Principal 

Percussion

Victor Avdienko 
Percussion↑

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

↑ Season Substitute 

Not pictured:  
Ani Bukujian (First Violin)↑ 
Maki Ishii Sowash (Second Violin) 
Heeguen Song (Second Violin)↑  
Emma Votapek (Second Violin)↑ 
Sunny Yang (Principal Cello) 
Sean O'Hara (Bass)↑ 
Katrina Walter (Flute)↑ 
Anthony Delivanis (Horn) 
Samuel Wamhoff (Trombone)↑ 
Eleanor Kirk (Principal Harp) 
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San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Maya Cohon  
Associate 

Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Assistant 

Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
First Violin

Dawn Harms 
First Violin

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Naoko Nakajima 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Acting Assistant 

Principal, Second Violin

Ka-Yeon Lee 
Second Violin

Aya Kiyonaga 
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

Joy Fellows 
Associate Principal 

Viola

 Stephen Goist 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Bass

William Wasson 
Bass

Stephanie McNab 
 Acting Principal 
Flute & Piccolo

Lindan Burns 
Viola

Emily Liu 
Viola↑

Elizabeth Prior 
Viola↑

Thalia Moore 
Associate Principal  

Cello

Peter Myers 
Assistant Principal 

Cello

Nora Pirquet 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

↑ Season Substitute 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Susan Kang 
Flute↑

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Gabriel Young 
Associate Principal 

Oboe

Benjamin Brogadir 
English Horn

José González 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Junghwan Lee 
Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Shawn Jones 
Bassoon/ 

Contrabassoon↑

Kevin Rivard 
Principal  

Horn

Phillip Palmore 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Associate Principal 

Horn

Logan Bryck 
Utility Horn

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Michael Cox 
Acting Principal 

Trombone

David Ridge 
Principal 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Principal 

Tuba

John Burgardt 
Principal 
Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Acting Principal 

Percussion

Victor Avdienko 
Percussion↑

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

↑ Season Substitute 

Not pictured:  
Ani Bukujian (First Violin)↑ 
Maki Ishii Sowash (Second Violin) 
Heeguen Song (Second Violin)↑  
Emma Votapek (Second Violin)↑ 
Sunny Yang (Principal Cello) 
Sean O'Hara (Bass)↑ 
Katrina Walter (Flute)↑ 
Anthony Delivanis (Horn) 
Samuel Wamhoff (Trombone)↑ 
Eleanor Kirk (Principal Harp) 
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Whitney Steele 
Mezzo-Soprano

Jacque Wilson  
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Kevin Gino 
Tenor

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Michael Jankosky 
Tenor

Eric Levintow 
Tenor 

Antonio Nagore 
Tenor 

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor 

leave of absence

Alexander John 
Perkins 
Tenor

Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Jonathan Smucker 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Cheryl Cain 
Soprano

Danielle Cheiken 
Sporano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano

Angela Eden 
Soprano

Katherine Ivie 
Soprano

Crystal Kim  
Soprano

Nadima Kombajyan 
Soprano

Josephine 
YoonGeong Lee 

Soprano

Liesl McPherrin 
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Edith Dowd  
Mezzo-Soprano

Stella Hannock 
Mezzo-Soprano

Silvie Jensen 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sarah Nadreau 
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus
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Whitney Steele 
Mezzo-Soprano

Jacque Wilson  
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Kevin Gino 
Tenor

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Michael Jankosky 
Tenor

Eric Levintow 
Tenor 

Antonio Nagore 
Tenor 

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor 

leave of absence

Alexander John 
Perkins 
Tenor

Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Jonathan Smucker 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Cheryl Cain 
Soprano

Danielle Cheiken 
Sporano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano

Angela Eden 
Soprano

Katherine Ivie 
Soprano

Crystal Kim  
Soprano

Nadima Kombajyan 
Soprano

Josephine 
YoonGeong Lee 

Soprano

Liesl McPherrin 
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Edith Dowd  
Mezzo-Soprano

Stella Hannock 
Mezzo-Soprano

Silvie Jensen 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sarah Nadreau 
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS  CONTINUED  

Bojan Knežević 
Bass

William O’Neill 
Bass

William Pickersgill 
Bass

William Lee Bryan 
Baritone

Anders Fröhlich 
Baritone

John Fulton 
Baritone

Harlan Hays 
Baritone

Nikolas Nackley 
Baritone

Andrew Thomas 
Pardini 
Baritone

Wilford Kelly 
Bass

Jamielyn Duggan Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Coral Martin Christopher Nachtrab Chiharu Shibata Marcos Vedovetto 

San Francisco Opera Corps Dancers
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San Francisco Opera Guild  
gives voice to potential through 

education and outreach programs 
that bring opera center stage  
into the life of the community.

O F F I C E R S  

Courtney Labe, President  

Ina Stangenes, Vice President, Administration  

Kathie Lowry, Vice President Associates 

Lauren Erickson, Vice President, Chapters 

Natasha Dalzell-Martinez, Vice President, DEI & Community Outreach 

Rita Benton Milner, Vice President, Development 

Cawley Carr, Vice President, Education 

Farah Makras, Vice President, Fundraising 

Sigrun Graeff, Vice President, Marketing 

Katie Colendich, Secretary 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev, Treasurer 

Virginia Ziegler, Strategic Planning Chair 

Maria Castellucci, Director at Large 

Jane S. Mudge, Governance Chair

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  

Matthew & Kate Shilvock 

David Gockley 

 

S T A F F  

Susan Malott, Executive Director 

Caroline Altman, Director of Education 

Max Morgan-Butcher, Education & Development Manager 

Celeste Camarena, Education Program Manager 

Teddy Reich, Marketing Manager, Events Associate 

Geovanna Navarette, Special Events Manager 

Siobhan Cullen, Accounting Associate 

 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  

$100,000 & ABOVE 

Maria Manetti Shrem Foundation 

 

$50,000 to $99,999 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Christine Suppes 

TriplePoint Capital 

 

$25,000 to $49,999 

Gordon Getty 

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson 

Neiman Marcus Group 

Van Cleef & Arpels 

Diane B. Wilsey 

 

$10,000 to $24,999 

Jennifer Bienaime 

Mark Barrenechea 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 

Michael & Holly Cuggino 

Semira Dariushnia 

Dodge & Cox 

Aquila Farrell 

Five Star Bank 

Malin Giddings 

Mary Heylin & Timothy J. Marten M.D. 

Cynthia & Richard Livermore 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 

Northern Trust Bank 

Pearson Assessments 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poland 

San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 

Claudia Volpi 

Dr. Jennifer & Mr. Steven Walske 

 

$5,000 to $9,999 

Francesca Amann 

Beverly M. Folger Foundation 

Elizabeth & David Birka-White 

Robert H. Beadle 

Maria Castellucci 

Tracy Chen 

Barry & Simi Chehrazi 

Janet L. Cluff 

Martha Conte 

Tatiana Copeland 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dempster 

Ms. Lynne Edminster & Mr. Brian Atwood 

Jane Hartley 

Taylor Herr 

Doreen Woo Ho 

Thomas E. Horn 

Ms. Jane Inch 

Maryjo & Todd Kaplan 

Karen J. Kubin 

Jim & Courtney Labe 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras 

Rainebeau Matijas 

Rita Benton Milner 

Ms. Deborah Mosser & Mr. Donny MacLean II 

Ms. Susan O’Brien 

Mr. Paul Pelosi 

Pamela Preston 

Merrill Randol 

Pamela Rigg 

Ms. Afie Royo 

Komal Shah 

Jinnie K. Simonsen 

Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Ms. Kristen Sorensen 

Ina & John Stangenes 

Dr. Elisa Stephens 

Richard Walker 

Alexandra & Spencer Wells 

Barbara A. Wolfe 

 

$2,500 to $4,999 

Stephanie Block 

Ron & Beverly Borelli 

Jennifer Brahm 

Katie Colendich 

Dagmar Dolby 

Mr. George Drysdale 

Meredith Eggers 

Jennifer Emerson 

Claire & Jeff Fluhr 

Linle Froeb 

Jeffrey Garelick 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Andrew Hinek 

Ms. Kathy Huber & Mr. Larry Binkley 

Mrs. Arlene Inch 

Candace & Don Kagin 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev & Ovadia Kalev 

Celeste Lee-Bobroff 

Kathie & Dexter Lowry 

Andrea Lin 

Elizabeth Malkassian 

Helen Meyer 

Sheila Nahi 

Alexander Nourafshan 

Nazan & Charles Orr 

Gerry Parker 

Lynn & Edward Poole 

Ramchandra Rajeshinde 

San Francisco Opera Guild  

Marin Chapter 

Megan Scacco 

Tom Schoenherr 

Ms. Elisabeth Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Taube 

Mona Tavss 

Stephanie Tuttle 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

Cora Germaine Yang 

Betty Yu 

Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 

 

 

$1,000 to $2,499 

Kjerstin Anderson 

Navid Armstrong 

Iyobosa Bello-Asemota 

Carol Benz 

Helen Berggruen 

Melissa Boxer 

Barbara Brown 

Maria Bult 

Alisa Burgess-Blajwas 

John Burns 

Mari E. Campbell 

Sally Carlson 

Dolly Chammas 

Marion Cope 

Katherine Fukami Ginsberg 

Joel Goodrich 

Sue & Ken Greathouse 

Roman Gronkowski 

Marilyn Hayes 

Peggy Hill 

Sandra Jamieson 

Katie Jarman 

Ruth Krueger 

Joan Lavorgna 

Carol Liu 

Linda Loretz 

Jorge Maumer 

Ahmad Maybes 

Jane Mudge 

Peggy Newton 

Claudia Pruett 

Ursula Ralph 

Robert Rebuschatis 

Michelle Ritchie 

Diana Romanov 

Frances Snyder 

France Szeto 

Lillian Tsai 

Rowan Trollope 

Douglas Waggener 

Barbara Walkowski 

Emely Weissman 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations, and foundations for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026. For more information about supporting San Francisco 
Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com.. 

San Francisco Opera Guild
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco 
Opera Guild’s Education Fund by July 31, 2025. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Karen & Anton Bruehl 

Paula & Bandel Carano  

The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 

Mary Corroon 

Beverly Coughlin 

Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich§ 

Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Katharine Hanrahan§ 

Alfred Hartley 

Jane Hartley 

James Heagy 

Barbara Henry 

Margaret D. Hill 

Jacquelin H. Hume§ 

Arlene Inch 

Katie & Claude Jarman 

Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 

Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 

Joan & John Lavorgna 

Cynthia Livermore 

Eileen D. Ludwig§ 

Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 

The Malin Family 

Susan & James Malott 

Lois Manbert 

Anne Marie Massocca 

Kathleen McEligot 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller§ 

Susan Mooradian 

Mary Louise Myers 

Susan O’Brien  

Elizabeth Pfau§ 

Maria Pitcairn§ 

Mary & Bill Poland 

Ursula Ralph 

Joyce Reitman 

Venetta & John Rohal 

Diane Rubin 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Marin Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Peninsula Chapter 

Ann Simpson 

Claire Collins Skall§ 

Susan Tamagni 

 
§ deceased

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by July 31, 2025 in memory of  
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact  
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 

Elizabeth Birka-White 

Kristy Brabec 

Erik Breivik 

Barbara Brown 

Martha Chesley 

Shannon & Dan Cronin 

Suzy Kellems Dominik 

Sean Dowdall 

Lynne Edminster 

Jennifer Emerson 

Sue Firestone 

Claire Fluhr 

Malin Giddings 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Daniel & Inger Golob 

Sigrun Graeff 

Rong Hu 

Arlene Inch 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Juanita Kizor 

Nina Klotz 

Nicola Luisotti 

Susan & James Malott 

John McQuaid 

Gene & Richard Morey 

Christina Noren 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

John & Sherry Peterson 

Bill & Mary Poland 

Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP 

Karen Richardson 

Karen Ann Richardson Family Foundation 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

John Shea 

Mai Shiver 

Sarah Somberg 

Kimberlee Stryker 

Swartz Foundation 

Barbara Traisman 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

 

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and 
community engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the 
Merola Opera Program.

42nd Street Moon Musical Theater Company 

J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 

Castellucci Napa Valley 

Cheree Berry Paper & Design 

Freddy Clarke 

Drew Altizer Photography  

Festival Napa Valley 

Gordon P. Getty 

Haute Living Magazine 

Kate's Single Batch Toffee 

Mr. Fred M. Levin 

Maison Francis Kurkdjian 

Maisons Marques & Domaines 

Mr. Jorge Maumer 

McCalls Catering & Events 

Music to My Ears 

Neiman Marcus San Francisco 

Nob Hill Gazette 

Piedmont Piano Company 

Presidio Theatre 

San Francisco Opera 

San Francisco Playhouse 

Scharffenberger Cellars 

Soirée Valet 

The St. Regis San Francisco 

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N S  
August 1, 2024 through July 31, 2025
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San Francisco Opera Guild  
gives voice to potential through 

education and outreach programs 
that bring opera center stage  
into the life of the community.

O F F I C E R S  

Courtney Labe, President  

Ina Stangenes, Vice President, Administration  

Kathie Lowry, Vice President Associates 

Lauren Erickson, Vice President, Chapters 

Natasha Dalzell-Martinez, Vice President, DEI & Community Outreach 

Rita Benton Milner, Vice President, Development 

Cawley Carr, Vice President, Education 

Farah Makras, Vice President, Fundraising 

Sigrun Graeff, Vice President, Marketing 

Katie Colendich, Secretary 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev, Treasurer 

Virginia Ziegler, Strategic Planning Chair 

Maria Castellucci, Director at Large 

Jane S. Mudge, Governance Chair

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  

Matthew & Kate Shilvock 

David Gockley 

 

S T A F F  

Susan Malott, Executive Director 

Caroline Altman, Director of Education 

Max Morgan-Butcher, Education & Development Manager 

Celeste Camarena, Education Program Manager 

Teddy Reich, Marketing Manager, Events Associate 

Geovanna Navarette, Special Events Manager 

Siobhan Cullen, Accounting Associate 

 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  S U P P O R T  

$100,000 & ABOVE 

Maria Manetti Shrem Foundation 

 

$50,000 to $99,999 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Christine Suppes 

TriplePoint Capital 

 

$25,000 to $49,999 

Gordon Getty 

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson 

Neiman Marcus Group 

Van Cleef & Arpels 

Diane B. Wilsey 

 

$10,000 to $24,999 

Jennifer Bienaime 

Mark Barrenechea 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 

Michael & Holly Cuggino 

Semira Dariushnia 

Dodge & Cox 

Aquila Farrell 

Five Star Bank 

Malin Giddings 

Mary Heylin & Timothy J. Marten M.D. 

Cynthia & Richard Livermore 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 

Northern Trust Bank 

Pearson Assessments 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poland 

San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 

Claudia Volpi 

Dr. Jennifer & Mr. Steven Walske 

 

$5,000 to $9,999 

Francesca Amann 

Beverly M. Folger Foundation 

Elizabeth & David Birka-White 

Robert H. Beadle 

Maria Castellucci 

Tracy Chen 

Barry & Simi Chehrazi 

Janet L. Cluff 

Martha Conte 

Tatiana Copeland 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dempster 

Ms. Lynne Edminster & Mr. Brian Atwood 

Jane Hartley 

Taylor Herr 

Doreen Woo Ho 

Thomas E. Horn 

Ms. Jane Inch 

Maryjo & Todd Kaplan 

Karen J. Kubin 

Jim & Courtney Labe 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras 

Rainebeau Matijas 

Rita Benton Milner 

Ms. Deborah Mosser & Mr. Donny MacLean II 

Ms. Susan O’Brien 

Mr. Paul Pelosi 

Pamela Preston 

Merrill Randol 

Pamela Rigg 

Ms. Afie Royo 

Komal Shah 

Jinnie K. Simonsen 

Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Ms. Kristen Sorensen 

Ina & John Stangenes 

Dr. Elisa Stephens 

Richard Walker 

Alexandra & Spencer Wells 

Barbara A. Wolfe 

 

$2,500 to $4,999 

Stephanie Block 

Ron & Beverly Borelli 

Jennifer Brahm 

Katie Colendich 

Dagmar Dolby 

Mr. George Drysdale 

Meredith Eggers 

Jennifer Emerson 

Claire & Jeff Fluhr 

Linle Froeb 

Jeffrey Garelick 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Andrew Hinek 

Ms. Kathy Huber & Mr. Larry Binkley 

Mrs. Arlene Inch 

Candace & Don Kagin 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev & Ovadia Kalev 

Celeste Lee-Bobroff 

Kathie & Dexter Lowry 

Andrea Lin 

Elizabeth Malkassian 

Helen Meyer 

Sheila Nahi 

Alexander Nourafshan 

Nazan & Charles Orr 

Gerry Parker 

Lynn & Edward Poole 

Ramchandra Rajeshinde 

San Francisco Opera Guild  

Marin Chapter 

Megan Scacco 

Tom Schoenherr 

Ms. Elisabeth Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Taube 

Mona Tavss 

Stephanie Tuttle 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

Cora Germaine Yang 

Betty Yu 

Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 

 

 

$1,000 to $2,499 

Kjerstin Anderson 

Navid Armstrong 

Iyobosa Bello-Asemota 

Carol Benz 

Helen Berggruen 

Melissa Boxer 

Barbara Brown 

Maria Bult 

Alisa Burgess-Blajwas 

John Burns 

Mari E. Campbell 

Sally Carlson 

Dolly Chammas 

Marion Cope 

Katherine Fukami Ginsberg 

Joel Goodrich 

Sue & Ken Greathouse 

Roman Gronkowski 

Marilyn Hayes 

Peggy Hill 

Sandra Jamieson 

Katie Jarman 

Ruth Krueger 

Joan Lavorgna 

Carol Liu 

Linda Loretz 

Jorge Maumer 

Ahmad Maybes 

Jane Mudge 

Peggy Newton 

Claudia Pruett 

Ursula Ralph 

Robert Rebuschatis 

Michelle Ritchie 

Diana Romanov 

Frances Snyder 

France Szeto 

Lillian Tsai 

Rowan Trollope 

Douglas Waggener 

Barbara Walkowski 

Emely Weissman 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations, and foundations for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026. For more information about supporting San Francisco 
Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com.. 

San Francisco Opera Guild
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  

Opera Guild Summer 2026.qxp_Guild  5/6/26  12:18 PM  Page 2

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco 
Opera Guild’s Education Fund by July 31, 2025. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Karen & Anton Bruehl 

Paula & Bandel Carano  

The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 

Mary Corroon 

Beverly Coughlin 

Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich§ 

Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Katharine Hanrahan§ 

Alfred Hartley 

Jane Hartley 

James Heagy 

Barbara Henry 

Margaret D. Hill 

Jacquelin H. Hume§ 

Arlene Inch 

Katie & Claude Jarman 

Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 

Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 

Joan & John Lavorgna 

Cynthia Livermore 

Eileen D. Ludwig§ 

Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 

The Malin Family 

Susan & James Malott 

Lois Manbert 

Anne Marie Massocca 

Kathleen McEligot 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller§ 

Susan Mooradian 

Mary Louise Myers 

Susan O’Brien  

Elizabeth Pfau§ 

Maria Pitcairn§ 

Mary & Bill Poland 

Ursula Ralph 

Joyce Reitman 

Venetta & John Rohal 

Diane Rubin 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Marin Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Peninsula Chapter 

Ann Simpson 

Claire Collins Skall§ 

Susan Tamagni 

 
§ deceased

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by July 31, 2025 in memory of  
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact  
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 

Elizabeth Birka-White 

Kristy Brabec 

Erik Breivik 

Barbara Brown 

Martha Chesley 

Shannon & Dan Cronin 

Suzy Kellems Dominik 

Sean Dowdall 

Lynne Edminster 

Jennifer Emerson 

Sue Firestone 

Claire Fluhr 

Malin Giddings 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Daniel & Inger Golob 

Sigrun Graeff 

Rong Hu 

Arlene Inch 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Juanita Kizor 

Nina Klotz 

Nicola Luisotti 

Susan & James Malott 

John McQuaid 

Gene & Richard Morey 

Christina Noren 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

John & Sherry Peterson 

Bill & Mary Poland 

Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP 

Karen Richardson 

Karen Ann Richardson Family Foundation 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

John Shea 

Mai Shiver 

Sarah Somberg 

Kimberlee Stryker 

Swartz Foundation 

Barbara Traisman 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

 

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and 
community engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the 
Merola Opera Program.

42nd Street Moon Musical Theater Company 

J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 

Castellucci Napa Valley 

Cheree Berry Paper & Design 

Freddy Clarke 

Drew Altizer Photography  

Festival Napa Valley 

Gordon P. Getty 

Haute Living Magazine 

Kate's Single Batch Toffee 

Mr. Fred M. Levin 

Maison Francis Kurkdjian 

Maisons Marques & Domaines 

Mr. Jorge Maumer 

McCalls Catering & Events 

Music to My Ears 

Neiman Marcus San Francisco 

Nob Hill Gazette 

Piedmont Piano Company 

Presidio Theatre 

San Francisco Opera 

San Francisco Playhouse 

Scharffenberger Cellars 

Soirée Valet 

The St. Regis San Francisco 

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N S  
August 1, 2024 through July 31, 2025
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$1,000–$1,999 
Mr. Martin S. Checov & Mr. Timothy J. Bause 
Dr. Roy C. Bergstrom 
Tapan Bhat 
Ms. Sara and Lars Borg 
Chengfen Chen 
Charles & Janet Chiang 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Coffin 
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Elayne Dauber 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein & Ms. Susan English 
John P. & Cecelia G. Eurich 
Hugh & Ceseli Foster 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Gregory Haines & Stacy Hoover Haines 
Mr. Charles Hanes 
Hunter P. Harris 
Jane Hartley 
Mr. Jake Heggie 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hertelendy 
Ronald T. Hughes 
Ms. Judith Kahn 
Sean Kali-Rai 
Ms. Jean Kellogg 
Scott Gable & Patti Kim 
Mr. Sven Kjaersgaard 
Patrick McCabe 
John & Tessa Melvin 
Anne L. Morton 
Scott & Andrea Nagelson 
Alexandra & Guillaume Orliac 
Mr. Alex Paul 
Charlotte Phillips 
Suzanna Pollak 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Mr. & Mrs. John Renard 
Roberta Rigney 
Ms. Kathleen Rydar 
San Francisco Opera Guild/Marin Chapter 
Paul Sack 
Kristin Sorensen 
Martha & Peter Stabler 
Pamela Tao 
Columbia Bank  
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb & Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Shirley Woo & Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Diana C. Yee 
Yermack Family Fund 
 
$2,000–$2,999 
Elizabeth Beitzel 

Ms. Helen Berggruen 
Jennifer Bienaime & Josh Fiedler 
Ellen Boyle 
Maria Castellucci 
Raymond & Minnie Chinn 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Peggy Dennis 
Ms. Lenora Desmas 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Barbara B. Friede 
Michael A. Harrison & Susan Graham Harrison 
Mary Henderson 
Marlies Hensel 
Wilma Horwitz 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Diane Miller 
Ms. Erika Nelson & Mr. Guy Cross 
Ramchandra Rajeshinde 
Richard Reeder 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Dorothy Schimke 
Mrs. Roselyne Swig  
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Faye Wilson 
 
$3,000–$4,999 
Mr. James Busterud 
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin 
Keith Doerge 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Candace Kahn 
Karen J. Kubin 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Daniel J. Mardesich 
Mr. Donald L. McGee 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Ms. Evamarie Doering & Mr. Robert Munday 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
Ms. Jean Shuler 
Ms. Mary True 
William Karl Schwarze Trust 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
 
$5,000–$7,499 
James Scott Bays 
Amii Barnard-Bahn & Michael Bahn 
David Bertoni 

Ms. Langley Brandt 
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
George Crow 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
James Heagy, in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mr. Franklin P. Johnson 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Betty Maddux 
Midge & Shireen Mansouri 
David Miller 
Anne K Ream 
Jeffrey Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Ruth Uchimura 
Moya Verzhbinsky 
Hon. James & Elisabeth Warren 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
Valerie Wheat 
Susan York 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter 
 
$7,500–$9,999 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Anne & Jeffrey Katz 
James R. Meehan 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
Mr. Richard Bastoni 
Ms. Camille Chan 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins &  

Mr. Leonard Collins 
Antonia Cross 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Hume 
Lauren Ito 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Susan Anderson-Norby 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson Foundation 
 
$15,000–$29,999 
Sallie Waterman Arens 
Robert H. Beadle 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
In memory of Blanche Streeter 

Janet Cluff 
Mrs. Annina R. Demmon 
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
Grants for the Arts 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Sack Family Fund 
Carla Sarett 
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell 
In Memory of Cameron Waterman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
 
$30,000+ 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Eloise Bouye Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund 
John L. Garfinkle 
Annie Nunan 
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
2026 MEROLA GALA SPONSORS 
 
MAGNUM OPUS |  
EXCLUSIVE EVENT SPONSOR  
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
OVATION  
Robert H. Beadle (Exclusive Dinner Sponsor) 
 
OVERTURE 
Janet Cluff 
Amy Roth & Robert Epstein 
 
ENSEMBLE 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
 
DUET 
Amii Barnard-Bahn & Michael Bahn 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
Camille Chan 
George Crow 
Jeff & Anne Katz 
Drs. Pamela Zell Rigg & Richard Rigg 
Hon. James & Elisabeth Warren 
 
ARIA 
Angeles Investments 
Jennifer Bienaimé & Josh Fiedler 
Jeanne Dorward 
Faye Wilson 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Carol Weitz

OFFICERS 
Barbara Bruser Clark, Chair 
Dr. James Cross, President 
Patrick Wilken, Vice Chair 
Stephen Zilles, Treasurer 
Carol Weitz, Secretary 
Ruth Uchimura, Vice President 
Beatrice Gomory, Vice President 
 
DIRECTORS 
Amii Barnard-Bahn 
Robert H. Beadle 
Adam Arthur Bier 
Jennifer Brahm 
James Busterud 
Camille Chan 

Carlyn Clause 
Michael Colbruno 
The Hon.  

Marie Bertillion Collins 
Lucca Colombelli 
George Crow 
Jeanne Dorward 
Aaron Fan 
John Garfinkle 
Mary Henderson 
Greer Hopkins 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Dr. Myron Marx 
Donald L. McGee 
Robert B. Mison 
Carlos Penikis 

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 
Dr. David D. Stein 
Zarana Udani 
Carol A. Weitz 
Susan York 
Dennis Zhang 
 
EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Jayne C. Davis 
Peggy Dennis 
David S. Hugle 
Dr. Joan B. Kelly 

Anita Weissberg 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous gifts 
totaling $1,000 or more made between July 1, 2025 and April 30, 2026, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information about 

supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Sean Waugh, Executive Director 
Hoh Chen,  

Director of Operations & Events 
Alek Shrader,  

Director of Membership & Engagement  
Zoe Swift,  

Member Services & Development Manager 
Isabella Kludjian,  

Board Relations & Projects Coordinator 
RADAR Nonprofit Solutions,  

Financial Operations Advisor 
Carla Befera & Company,  

Marketing & Public Relations 
Scott Holman, Graphic Design 
Kristen Loken, Photographer

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER STAFF 
Carrie-Ann Matheson, Artistic Director 
Markus Beam, General Manager 
Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Leona Mitchell, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, 
Karen Slack, Elza van den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Zheng Cao, Joyce DiDonato, Susan 
Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, Stuart Skelton, Noah Stewart, Rolando Villazón, Thomas 
Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, Patrick Summers, and numerous other opera luminaries. 
Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

Merola Opera Program

§ deceased  ★North Star Circle
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M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust, or other estate plans. 

For more information on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call 415-936-2324.

Ken & Barbara Adams  
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson  
Kathleen H. Barr§ 
Mr. James Bays  
Robert H. Beadle  
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri  
Donna Blacker§ 
Joanne R. Bourland§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen  
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown  
Barbara Bruser Clark 
Sandra K. Buehler§ 
Mr. Donald Buhman & Mr. Wray Humphrey§  
Russell P. Chappell  
Donna Chazen  
Maureen Clarke§ 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd  
Janet Cluff 
Mr. Michael Colbruno  
Jose Maria Condemi  
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Crow Jr.  
Mr. Gerald F. Currier§ &  

Mr. Cleveland M. Smith§   
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.  
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean§ 
Mr. Stephen Drewes  
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly  
Dr. Ranveig N. Elvebakk & Mr. Thomas Farren  
Roberta & Mark Emerson  

Mary§ & Tom§ Foote 
Mr. Milton J. Mosk§ & Mr. Thomas E. Foutch  
Mario Fracchia  
Barbara B. Friede  
Joseph & Antonia Friedman   
Magda Gabali 
Mr. John Garfinkle  
Ms. Pamela George  
Elaine Gerstler & Booker Holton  
Mrs. Rolf Gille  
Diana Lum & Dave Gomberg   
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant  
Ursula Grunfeld  
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley  
Mr. James Heagy  
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv  
Ms. Marian Huntoon  
Dagmar L. Jamison§ 
Joanie Juster  
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman  
Ms. Jean Kellogg  
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly  
Eiko Kikawada  
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &  

Mr. Peter Eggleton  
Ken Kolby  
Ms. Barbara F. Kral  
Mrs. Barbara Graham Kreissler  
Mr. Eric W. Kritz§ 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa  

Olive Lawton  
John Lee  
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt§ 
Bernice Lindstrom  
Jean§ & Lindsay§ MacDermid  
Betty Maddux  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich   
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin  
Chris McCrum  
Bill Medigovich§ 
Ms. Christine Miller & Mr. Gary Glaser  
J. Sanford Miller 
Mr. Robert B. Mison  
D. G. Mitchell  
Cathy & Howard Moreland  
Ms. Camille Morishige  
Thelma Morris  
Albert L. Mosher  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon§ 
Brenda Osborne  
Frances Quittel  
Mr. Glenn H. Reid§ 
Mr. Robert Robertson  
Dr. Andrew Rombakis  
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt  
Louise A. Russell  
Kenneth Ruta§ 
Bob & Terri Ryan  
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs  

Debra R. Schoenberg  
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling  
Jean A. Sherlin  
Natalie O. Shuttleworth  
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss  
Ms. Sue Sommer§ 
Nancy Soper§ 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner  
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter§ 
Dr. Sam Thal§ 
Miss Carol Tomlinson§  
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell  
Leslys Vedder§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor  
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho  
Doug & Dawn Von Qualen  
Ms. Gladys Wagman§ 
Bruce & Fran Walker  
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi  
Mr. Patrick Wilken  
Ms. Ann L. Williamson  
Susan York 
Ms. Heather Young  
Mrs. John A. Zderic§ 
Mr.§ & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles  
Anonymous 

§ deceased

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made  

memorial and honorary donations between July 1, 2025 and April 30, 2026.

IN MEMORY OF 
Lindsay MacDermid 

Janey Heagy 

Anne Morton 
Blanche Streeter 

Cameron Waterman III

IN HONOR OF 
Robert Beadle 

Barbara Bruser Clark 

Carlyn Clause 
Michael Colbruno 

Robert Mison 

Mark Morash 
Barbro & Bernard Osher 

David Stein & Phyllis Kempner 

Peggy Zeigler 
 

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support  

the following endowment funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
Blair Scholarship Fund 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Annette Campbell-White, in honor of Zheng Cao 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Darwin Memorial Fund 
Reid and Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem and Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
In memory of Jean Donnell Fund 
The Philip L. Eaton Endowment Fund 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
Nicholas and Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund 
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund 

John L. Garfinkle 
Al Garren Fund 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Study Grant Support Fund 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
George Hoffman Endowment Fund  
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund 
The Jacobs Family Trust 
In memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner and David D. Stein Endowment Fund 
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
The Vivienne E. Miller Scholarship Fund 
Albert L. Mosher and John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund 
Milton J. Mosk and Thomas E. Foutch Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Nadai Endowment Fund 

Verna Osborne Fund 
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Rusty and Mike Rolland Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund 
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Richard Strauss Endowment Fund 
Blanche Germain Streeter Fund 
Margery Tede Endowment Fund 
Sam H. Thal Trust Fund 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund 
Suzanne Turley Fund 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Bruce Walker and the Chisholm Foundation, 

 in honor of Leontyne Price 
Frank W. and Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund 
In memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
CORPORATE 

Bay Area Graphics 
FitnessSF 

Piedmont Piano 
Rigg Estate Vineyards 
White Rock Vineyards

INDIVIDUAL  
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 

James Busterud 
John Churchwell 

Antonia Cross 

James Cross &  
Charles Antonen 
Susan Graham 

Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Jean Kellogg 

Patti Kim & Scott Gable 

Ronny Michael Greenberg 
Jana McIntyre 

William Burden 
Robert Mollicone 
Betty Newman 

Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen 

Robert Beadle 
Michael Sumuel 
Bob & Terri Ryan 

Toni Marie Palmertree 
Carol Weitz 

Taylor Raven 

Simone McIntosh 
Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad 

Daniela Mack 
Alek Shrader 

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 

§ deceased
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$1,000–$1,999 
Mr. Martin S. Checov & Mr. Timothy J. Bause 
Dr. Roy C. Bergstrom 
Tapan Bhat 
Ms. Sara and Lars Borg 
Chengfen Chen 
Charles & Janet Chiang 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Coffin 
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Elayne Dauber 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein & Ms. Susan English 
John P. & Cecelia G. Eurich 
Hugh & Ceseli Foster 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Gregory Haines & Stacy Hoover Haines 
Mr. Charles Hanes 
Hunter P. Harris 
Jane Hartley 
Mr. Jake Heggie 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Hertelendy 
Ronald T. Hughes 
Ms. Judith Kahn 
Sean Kali-Rai 
Ms. Jean Kellogg 
Scott Gable & Patti Kim 
Mr. Sven Kjaersgaard 
Patrick McCabe 
John & Tessa Melvin 
Anne L. Morton 
Scott & Andrea Nagelson 
Alexandra & Guillaume Orliac 
Mr. Alex Paul 
Charlotte Phillips 
Suzanna Pollak 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Mr. & Mrs. John Renard 
Roberta Rigney 
Ms. Kathleen Rydar 
San Francisco Opera Guild/Marin Chapter 
Paul Sack 
Kristin Sorensen 
Martha & Peter Stabler 
Pamela Tao 
Columbia Bank  
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb & Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Shirley Woo & Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Diana C. Yee 
Yermack Family Fund 
 
$2,000–$2,999 
Elizabeth Beitzel 

Ms. Helen Berggruen 
Jennifer Bienaime & Josh Fiedler 
Ellen Boyle 
Maria Castellucci 
Raymond & Minnie Chinn 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Peggy Dennis 
Ms. Lenora Desmas 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Barbara B. Friede 
Michael A. Harrison & Susan Graham Harrison 
Mary Henderson 
Marlies Hensel 
Wilma Horwitz 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Diane Miller 
Ms. Erika Nelson & Mr. Guy Cross 
Ramchandra Rajeshinde 
Richard Reeder 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Ms. Dorothy Schimke 
Mrs. Roselyne Swig  
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Faye Wilson 
 
$3,000–$4,999 
Mr. James Busterud 
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin 
Keith Doerge 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Candace Kahn 
Karen J. Kubin 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Daniel J. Mardesich 
Mr. Donald L. McGee 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Ms. Evamarie Doering & Mr. Robert Munday 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
Ms. Jean Shuler 
Ms. Mary True 
William Karl Schwarze Trust 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
 
$5,000–$7,499 
James Scott Bays 
Amii Barnard-Bahn & Michael Bahn 
David Bertoni 

Ms. Langley Brandt 
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
George Crow 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
James Heagy, in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mr. Franklin P. Johnson 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Betty Maddux 
Midge & Shireen Mansouri 
David Miller 
Anne K Ream 
Jeffrey Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Ruth Uchimura 
Moya Verzhbinsky 
Hon. James & Elisabeth Warren 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
Valerie Wheat 
Susan York 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter 
 
$7,500–$9,999 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Anne & Jeffrey Katz 
James R. Meehan 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
Mr. Richard Bastoni 
Ms. Camille Chan 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins &  

Mr. Leonard Collins 
Antonia Cross 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Hume 
Lauren Ito 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Susan Anderson-Norby 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson Foundation 
 
$15,000–$29,999 
Sallie Waterman Arens 
Robert H. Beadle 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
In memory of Blanche Streeter 

Janet Cluff 
Mrs. Annina R. Demmon 
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
Grants for the Arts 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Sack Family Fund 
Carla Sarett 
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell 
In Memory of Cameron Waterman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
 
$30,000+ 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Eloise Bouye Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund 
John L. Garfinkle 
Annie Nunan 
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
2026 MEROLA GALA SPONSORS 
 
MAGNUM OPUS |  
EXCLUSIVE EVENT SPONSOR  
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
OVATION  
Robert H. Beadle (Exclusive Dinner Sponsor) 
 
OVERTURE 
Janet Cluff 
Amy Roth & Robert Epstein 
 
ENSEMBLE 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
 
DUET 
Amii Barnard-Bahn & Michael Bahn 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
Camille Chan 
George Crow 
Jeff & Anne Katz 
Drs. Pamela Zell Rigg & Richard Rigg 
Hon. James & Elisabeth Warren 
 
ARIA 
Angeles Investments 
Jennifer Bienaimé & Josh Fiedler 
Jeanne Dorward 
Faye Wilson 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Carol Weitz

OFFICERS 
Barbara Bruser Clark, Chair 
Dr. James Cross, President 
Patrick Wilken, Vice Chair 
Stephen Zilles, Treasurer 
Carol Weitz, Secretary 
Ruth Uchimura, Vice President 
Beatrice Gomory, Vice President 
 
DIRECTORS 
Amii Barnard-Bahn 
Robert H. Beadle 
Adam Arthur Bier 
Jennifer Brahm 
James Busterud 
Camille Chan 

Carlyn Clause 
Michael Colbruno 
The Hon.  

Marie Bertillion Collins 
Lucca Colombelli 
George Crow 
Jeanne Dorward 
Aaron Fan 
John Garfinkle 
Mary Henderson 
Greer Hopkins 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Dr. Myron Marx 
Donald L. McGee 
Robert B. Mison 
Carlos Penikis 

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 
Dr. David D. Stein 
Zarana Udani 
Carol A. Weitz 
Susan York 
Dennis Zhang 
 
EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Jayne C. Davis 
Peggy Dennis 
David S. Hugle 
Dr. Joan B. Kelly 

Anita Weissberg 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous gifts 
totaling $1,000 or more made between July 1, 2025 and April 30, 2026, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information about 

supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Sean Waugh, Executive Director 
Hoh Chen,  

Director of Operations & Events 
Alek Shrader,  

Director of Membership & Engagement  
Zoe Swift,  

Member Services & Development Manager 
Isabella Kludjian,  

Board Relations & Projects Coordinator 
RADAR Nonprofit Solutions,  

Financial Operations Advisor 
Carla Befera & Company,  

Marketing & Public Relations 
Scott Holman, Graphic Design 
Kristen Loken, Photographer

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER STAFF 
Carrie-Ann Matheson, Artistic Director 
Markus Beam, General Manager 
Grace Owens, Opera Center Coordinator 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Leona Mitchell, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, 
Karen Slack, Elza van den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Zheng Cao, Joyce DiDonato, Susan 
Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, Stuart Skelton, Noah Stewart, Rolando Villazón, Thomas 
Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, Patrick Summers, and numerous other opera luminaries. 
Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

Merola Opera Program

§ deceased  ★North Star Circle

Merola Summer 2026.qxp_Merola  5/6/26  12:16 PM  Page 2

M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust, or other estate plans. 

For more information on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call 415-936-2324.

Ken & Barbara Adams  
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson  
Kathleen H. Barr§ 
Mr. James Bays  
Robert H. Beadle  
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri  
Donna Blacker§ 
Joanne R. Bourland§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen  
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown  
Barbara Bruser Clark 
Sandra K. Buehler§ 
Mr. Donald Buhman & Mr. Wray Humphrey§  
Russell P. Chappell  
Donna Chazen  
Maureen Clarke§ 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd  
Janet Cluff 
Mr. Michael Colbruno  
Jose Maria Condemi  
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Crow Jr.  
Mr. Gerald F. Currier§ &  

Mr. Cleveland M. Smith§   
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.  
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean§ 
Mr. Stephen Drewes  
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly  
Dr. Ranveig N. Elvebakk & Mr. Thomas Farren  
Roberta & Mark Emerson  

Mary§ & Tom§ Foote 
Mr. Milton J. Mosk§ & Mr. Thomas E. Foutch  
Mario Fracchia  
Barbara B. Friede  
Joseph & Antonia Friedman   
Magda Gabali 
Mr. John Garfinkle  
Ms. Pamela George  
Elaine Gerstler & Booker Holton  
Mrs. Rolf Gille  
Diana Lum & Dave Gomberg   
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant  
Ursula Grunfeld  
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley  
Mr. James Heagy  
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv  
Ms. Marian Huntoon  
Dagmar L. Jamison§ 
Joanie Juster  
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman  
Ms. Jean Kellogg  
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly  
Eiko Kikawada  
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &  

Mr. Peter Eggleton  
Ken Kolby  
Ms. Barbara F. Kral  
Mrs. Barbara Graham Kreissler  
Mr. Eric W. Kritz§ 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa  

Olive Lawton  
John Lee  
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt§ 
Bernice Lindstrom  
Jean§ & Lindsay§ MacDermid  
Betty Maddux  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich   
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin  
Chris McCrum  
Bill Medigovich§ 
Ms. Christine Miller & Mr. Gary Glaser  
J. Sanford Miller 
Mr. Robert B. Mison  
D. G. Mitchell  
Cathy & Howard Moreland  
Ms. Camille Morishige  
Thelma Morris  
Albert L. Mosher  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon§ 
Brenda Osborne  
Frances Quittel  
Mr. Glenn H. Reid§ 
Mr. Robert Robertson  
Dr. Andrew Rombakis  
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt  
Louise A. Russell  
Kenneth Ruta§ 
Bob & Terri Ryan  
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs  

Debra R. Schoenberg  
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling  
Jean A. Sherlin  
Natalie O. Shuttleworth  
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss  
Ms. Sue Sommer§ 
Nancy Soper§ 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner  
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter§ 
Dr. Sam Thal§ 
Miss Carol Tomlinson§  
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell  
Leslys Vedder§ 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor  
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho  
Doug & Dawn Von Qualen  
Ms. Gladys Wagman§ 
Bruce & Fran Walker  
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi  
Mr. Patrick Wilken  
Ms. Ann L. Williamson  
Susan York 
Ms. Heather Young  
Mrs. John A. Zderic§ 
Mr.§ & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles  
Anonymous 

§ deceased

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made  

memorial and honorary donations between July 1, 2025 and April 30, 2026.

IN MEMORY OF 
Lindsay MacDermid 

Janey Heagy 

Anne Morton 
Blanche Streeter 

Cameron Waterman III

IN HONOR OF 
Robert Beadle 

Barbara Bruser Clark 

Carlyn Clause 
Michael Colbruno 

Robert Mison 

Mark Morash 
Barbro & Bernard Osher 

David Stein & Phyllis Kempner 

Peggy Zeigler 
 

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support  

the following endowment funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
Blair Scholarship Fund 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Annette Campbell-White, in honor of Zheng Cao 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Darwin Memorial Fund 
Reid and Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem and Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
In memory of Jean Donnell Fund 
The Philip L. Eaton Endowment Fund 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
Nicholas and Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund 
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund 

John L. Garfinkle 
Al Garren Fund 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Study Grant Support Fund 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
George Hoffman Endowment Fund  
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund 
The Jacobs Family Trust 
In memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner and David D. Stein Endowment Fund 
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
The Vivienne E. Miller Scholarship Fund 
Albert L. Mosher and John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund 
Milton J. Mosk and Thomas E. Foutch Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Nadai Endowment Fund 

Verna Osborne Fund 
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Rusty and Mike Rolland Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund 
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Richard Strauss Endowment Fund 
Blanche Germain Streeter Fund 
Margery Tede Endowment Fund 
Sam H. Thal Trust Fund 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund 
Suzanne Turley Fund 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Bruce Walker and the Chisholm Foundation, 

 in honor of Leontyne Price 
Frank W. and Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund 
In memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
CORPORATE 

Bay Area Graphics 
FitnessSF 

Piedmont Piano 
Rigg Estate Vineyards 
White Rock Vineyards

INDIVIDUAL  
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 

James Busterud 
John Churchwell 

Antonia Cross 

James Cross &  
Charles Antonen 
Susan Graham 

Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Jean Kellogg 

Patti Kim & Scott Gable 

Ronny Michael Greenberg 
Jana McIntyre 

William Burden 
Robert Mollicone 
Betty Newman 

Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen 

Robert Beadle 
Michael Sumuel 
Bob & Terri Ryan 

Toni Marie Palmertree 
Carol Weitz 

Taylor Raven 

Simone McIntosh 
Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad 

Daniela Mack 
Alek Shrader 

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 

§ deceased
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Six Reections at 10 Years 
B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

This season marks my tenth as your 
general director and my twentieth 
with the Company. I still pinch 

myself that I am part of this storied 
institution, and I am deeply grateful to you, 
the San Francisco Opera family, for allowing 
us to make the last ten years such incredible 
expressions of creativity.  

One of the things that I love about SFO is 
longevity. After twenty years, I still feel like 
a newbie when I consider the decades of connection that 
certain members of this community have. For example, 
Rufus Olivier, our principal bassoon, has been with us for 
46 years. Or the 540 households who have been 
subscribing for over forty years.  

So, it is with humility and admiration for all those who 
have been here much longer than I, that I wanted to share 
six reections in this anniversary year. Six aspects that, to 
me, dene this great Company.  

 
1. We are a company with an extraordinary legacy and 
it’s vital we honor that legacy. In our past is both the 
foundation of the Company we have become and 
guideposts as to where we might head. Since 1923 we have 
been a bastion of excellence, innovation, and connection 
to community. We are only the third opera company in 
America to turn 100 and it is critical that our history be a 
part of our present. 
 
2. We are a company dened by our people. San Francisco 
Opera is made up of those who make the art and those who 
receive it. Everything we do comes out of the mysterious 
alchemy of all these people coming together in just the right 
way at the right time, with transcendent art emerging.  
 
3. Artistic freedom is a beautiful and powerful part of our 
DNA. The board and community give us freedom to create 
works that help us make sense of the world. 25 years ago, 
Phyllis Wattis gave us the freedom to commission Dead 
Man Walking. Today, the board and our donors give us 
freedom to program works like Innocence, The Monkey King 
and, next year, The Galloping Cure. We must never take 

artistic freedom for granted. It is a dening 
feature of opera in the Bay Area. 
 
4. We excel in the epic. There is something 
about our stage, our theatre, our community, 
that reverberates in stories of monumental 
proportion and impact. The Ring has been a 
part of our identity since 1935 and its return 
in 2028 marks the rst staged Ring in 
America since the pandemic. We are the only 

American company to have staged works like Messiaen’s 
St. François d’Assise or Ligeti’s Le Grande Macabre. We are a 
company where a new Parsifal last fall was a profound 
expression of the company’s creative talents. We are 
blessed with epic capabilities, and we must keep producing 
work of epic impact.  
 
5. We are in the most exciting, entrepreneurial place in the 
world: the global technology capital, the home of AI, and the 
home of some of the most important digital media companies 
to exist. We are making connections that will allow us to 
supercharge as a company and, in making these connections, 
we are learning that we must be authentic. When we bring 
the very best of ourselves into this entrepreneurial energy 
extraordinary things can, and will, result.  
 
6. Our core currency is “trust” and that must be cherished 
and nurtured. Every node of how we produce and share 
art requires trust: to have performances that allow us to 
glimpse the sublime, we must be a place of great 
vulnerability—company and audience members. We need 
people to take just the right amount of risk and feel 
supported in the process. This trust is built up over years 
and, if it is in our art-making, great things can happen. 

 
It is an absolute privilege to be part of a company 

where these six factors come into such beautiful relief 
season after season. We are part of something very special 
here at San Francisco Opera, and I’m profoundly grateful 
for the chance to be carrying all this into the future with 
you all as we write the next chapter of this most 
incredible of companies. 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  I N S T A G R A M  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K   M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M

C O D Y  P I C K E N S
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Six Reections at 10 Years 
B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

This season marks my tenth as your 
general director and my twentieth 
with the Company. I still pinch 

myself that I am part of this storied 
institution, and I am deeply grateful to you, 
the San Francisco Opera family, for allowing 
us to make the last ten years such incredible 
expressions of creativity.  

One of the things that I love about SFO is 
longevity. After twenty years, I still feel like 
a newbie when I consider the decades of connection that 
certain members of this community have. For example, 
Rufus Olivier, our principal bassoon, has been with us for 
46 years. Or the 540 households who have been 
subscribing for over forty years.  

So, it is with humility and admiration for all those who 
have been here much longer than I, that I wanted to share 
six reections in this anniversary year. Six aspects that, to 
me, dene this great Company.  

 
1. We are a company with an extraordinary legacy and 
it’s vital we honor that legacy. In our past is both the 
foundation of the Company we have become and 
guideposts as to where we might head. Since 1923 we have 
been a bastion of excellence, innovation, and connection 
to community. We are only the third opera company in 
America to turn 100 and it is critical that our history be a 
part of our present. 
 
2. We are a company dened by our people. San Francisco 
Opera is made up of those who make the art and those who 
receive it. Everything we do comes out of the mysterious 
alchemy of all these people coming together in just the right 
way at the right time, with transcendent art emerging.  
 
3. Artistic freedom is a beautiful and powerful part of our 
DNA. The board and community give us freedom to create 
works that help us make sense of the world. 25 years ago, 
Phyllis Wattis gave us the freedom to commission Dead 
Man Walking. Today, the board and our donors give us 
freedom to program works like Innocence, The Monkey King 
and, next year, The Galloping Cure. We must never take 

artistic freedom for granted. It is a dening 
feature of opera in the Bay Area. 
 
4. We excel in the epic. There is something 
about our stage, our theatre, our community, 
that reverberates in stories of monumental 
proportion and impact. The Ring has been a 
part of our identity since 1935 and its return 
in 2028 marks the rst staged Ring in 
America since the pandemic. We are the only 

American company to have staged works like Messiaen’s 
St. François d’Assise or Ligeti’s Le Grande Macabre. We are a 
company where a new Parsifal last fall was a profound 
expression of the company’s creative talents. We are 
blessed with epic capabilities, and we must keep producing 
work of epic impact.  
 
5. We are in the most exciting, entrepreneurial place in the 
world: the global technology capital, the home of AI, and the 
home of some of the most important digital media companies 
to exist. We are making connections that will allow us to 
supercharge as a company and, in making these connections, 
we are learning that we must be authentic. When we bring 
the very best of ourselves into this entrepreneurial energy 
extraordinary things can, and will, result.  
 
6. Our core currency is “trust” and that must be cherished 
and nurtured. Every node of how we produce and share 
art requires trust: to have performances that allow us to 
glimpse the sublime, we must be a place of great 
vulnerability—company and audience members. We need 
people to take just the right amount of risk and feel 
supported in the process. This trust is built up over years 
and, if it is in our art-making, great things can happen. 

 
It is an absolute privilege to be part of a company 

where these six factors come into such beautiful relief 
season after season. We are part of something very special 
here at San Francisco Opera, and I’m profoundly grateful 
for the chance to be carrying all this into the future with 
you all as we write the next chapter of this most 
incredible of companies. 

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  I N S T A G R A M  A N D  E M A I L .  
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Das Rheingold
BY RICHARD WAGNER

Tosca
BY GIACOMO PUCCINI

Strauss in Concert Pride Concert

The Marriage 
of Figaro

BY WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

Simon 
Boccanegra

BY GIUSEPPE VERDI

Mary, 
Queen of Scots

BY THEA MUSGRAVE

Manon
BY JULES MASSENET

All performances feature English supertitles. All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions are subject to change. Tickets are subject to availability. Illustrations/Brian Stauffer.
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The Future of Opera Continues
in the 2026–27 Season
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