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This presentation of Mefistofele is made possible by Mr. and Mrs. John C. McGuire and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tilton. 

Opera in four acts with prologue and epilogue by ARRIGO BOITO 

Text by the composer, after the epic drama Faust by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Conductor 
Maurizio Arena 

Production 
Robert Carsen* Mefistof ele 
Designer 
Michael Levine* 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Choreographer 
Alphonse Poulin** 

Musical Preparation 
Susanna Lemberskaya 
Robert Morrison 
Patrick Summers 
Christopher Larkin 
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Peter McClintock 
Claudia Zahn 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

San Francisco Girls Chorus 
Elizabeth Appling, Director 

San Francisco Boys Chorus 
Philip Hahn, Director 

This presentation of Mefistofele is a co-production with 
the Grand Theatre de Geneve and is co-owned by the 
San Francisco Opera and the Lyric Opera of Chicago. 

Scenery constructed by the 
Grand Theatre de Geneve and the 
San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by the 
Grand Theatre de Geneve and the 
San Francisco Opera Costume Shop 

Organ provided courtesy of 
Baldwin Piano & Organ Center, Santa Clara 

First performance: 
Milan, March 5, 1868 (revised 1875) 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
October 1, 1923 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 AT 8:00 
tTUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 AT 8:00 
tFRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 8:00 
tSUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 AT 2:00 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT 8:00 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4 AT 7:30 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 AT 2:00 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10 AT 7:30 

1989 Season 

(in Italian) 

39 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Mefistof ele Samuel Ramey 

Faust Dennis O'Neill 

Wagner Daniel Harper 

Margherita Gabriela Ben.ackova 

Marta Judith Christin 

Elena Gabriela Ben.ackova 

Pantalis Emily Manhart 

Nereo Douglas Wunsch 

Celestial choir, cherubim; townspeople; 
witches, warlocks; people of Greece 

Corps de ballet 

**U.S. opera debut 
*San Francisco Opera debut

PROLOGUE 
ACT I Scene I: 

Scene 2: 

In Heaven 
Easter Sunday 
The Pact 

INTERMISSION 

ACT 11 Scene 1: The Garden 
Walpurgis Night Scene 2: 

ACT 111 

ACTIV 
EPILOGUE 

The Death of Margherita 

INTERMISSION 

Classical Walpurgis Night 
The Death of Faust 

Supertitles for Mefistofele provided by a generous and 
most appreciated gift from William and Eloise Rollnick. 

Supertitles by Christopher Bergen, San Francisco Opera. 

tThese performances are being taped for a future telecast. 
Lighting will be augmented accordingly. 

Latecomers will not be seated during 'the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours and fifteen minutes. 
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