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Structure: 2 acts, with 1 intermission 

Running time: 2 hours, 45 minutes 

Language: Sung in English, with English supertitles 

Key Characters: 

• Omar, West African scholar who is enslaved and brought

to America

• Julie, a friend who helps Omar

• Fatima, Omar’s mother who speaks to him in dreams

• Johnson/Owen, Americans who enslave Omar

Omar is the true story of 19th-century Islamic scholar Omar ibn 

Said, who was taken from his home in West Africa in 1807, 

forcibly brought to America through the Middle Passage, and 

sold into slavery in South Carolina. Despite the brutality he faced, 

Omar maintained his faith and identity, eventually writing his 

autobiography in Arabic. This 200-year-old text is the source 

and inspiration for the first opera by MacArthur Fellowship 

recipient and Grammy Award-winning musician Rhiannon 

Giddens and co-composer Michael Abels who is best known for 

his soundtracks to Jordan Peele’s films Get Out, Us, and Nope. 

The expansive sound world of Omar, set to a libretto by Giddens, 

synthesizes strains of bluegrass, spirituals, the West African kora, 

folk music, and jazz into a uniquely American musical language. 

Did you know? Omar had its world premiere in May 2022 at 

Spoleto Festival USA in Charleston, South Carolina, the city 

where Omar ibn Said was forced to enter the United States 

and sold into slavery. The work, which has been staged in 

multiple American cities, was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 

Music earlier this year. 

At a Glance
O M A R  

M U S I C  B Y  R H I A N N O N  G I D D E N S  A N D  M I C H A E L  A B E L S  

L I B R E T T O  B Y  R H I A N N O N  G I D D E N S   

Structure: 2 acts, with 1 intermission 

Running time: 2 hours, 30 minutes 

Language: Sung in Italian, with English supertitles 

Key Characters: 

• Adina, an independent and wealthy woman who owns

the town hotel

• Nemorino, a timid waiter who is in love with Adina

• Dulcamara, a quack doctor who sells Nemorino an

“elixir” to help him win Adina’s affection

• Belcore, a sergeant in the town’s garrison and a

swaggering suitor of Adina

Donizetti’s tuneful and effervescent comedy follows the 

hapless Nemorino who pines for Adina, a wise and 

sophisticated beauty out of his league. Nemorino puts his 

hopes in a magic elixir sold to him by Dr. Dulcamara to win 

her affection. With the elixir—in truth a bottle of Bordeaux 

wine—Nemorino finds both confidence and new possibilities 

open to him. This staging by director Daniel Slater and 

designer Robert Innes Hopkins sets the story in a sun-soaked 

world of pleasure on the Italian Riviera. Harkening back to 

Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita, the updated setting finds the 

heroine as the proprietor of the Hotel Adina where Nemorino 

works as a waiter. 

Listen for: Nemorino’s aria in the second act, “Una furtiva 

lagrima” (“A secret tear”), is one the most famous arias in all of 

opera, but The Elixir of Love is filled with memorable melodies. 

Adina’s entrance aria, “Della crudele Isotta” (“Of the cruel 

Isolde”), is a joyous number that begins like a gentle narrative 

ballad, telling the story of Tristan and Isolde (well before 

Wagner wrote his opera), which breaks into lively exchanges 

with the chorus and culminates in some dazzling vocal 

fireworks.

T H E  E L I X I R  O F  L O V E  

MUSIC BY GAETANO DONIZETTI  

L IBRETTO BY FELICE ROMANI

At a Glance Full page NOV.qxp_At a Glance  10/17/23  9:44 AM  Page 1
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Connection and Inspiration 
We are delighted to welcome you to the close of our fall season with two very special and 
entirely different operas in Omar and The Elixir of Love. 

Omar, by Grammy Award-winning American singer, instrumentalist, and co-composer 
Rhiannon Giddens and co-composer Michael Abels, is inspired by the true story of West 
African scholar Omar ibn Said, enslaved and brought to North Carolina in 1807. He left a 
number of writings in Arabic, including his autobiography, which form the basis of this 
deeply moving work. Omar won the Pulitzer Prize in Music earlier this year and has found 
profound resonance in every city in which it is played. It is the second of three new 
co-commissioned works we present this season, part of the Company’s commitment to 
expanding the repertoire and sharing urgent stories created by leading artistic voices of 
our time. 

Our nal opera of the fall season takes us to the sunny Italian Riviera, with Daniel Slater’s 
production of Gaetano Donizetti’s effervescent The Elixir of Love. It is a delicious comedic romp 
and a musical banquet of melodies. We’re so excited to welcome back San Francisco favorite, 
tenor Pene Pati, as well as meet a number of wonderful new artists who will bring joyful 
exuberance to the stage. And on December 1 we have the next in our “Encounter” series—
part opera, part party—a fabulous introduction to the Company and to this beautiful theater. 

The overarching thread that connects all of these artistic offerings is you, our community 
of patrons. We are deeply grateful for all that you do to champion this incredible art form. It 
is your attendance, your advocacy, and your nancial support that allow San Francisco 
Opera to create connection and inspiration for our entire community. Thank you for being 
champions for this great art form. 

Sincerely, 

W E L C O M E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A

Jack Calhoun 
President 

San Francisco Opera Association

John A. Gunn 
Chairman of the Board 

San Francisco Opera Association

Welcome from Board November 2023.qxp_Board letter  10/17/23  10:08 AM  Page 1

6     SFOPERA.COM



1923                 Timothy Healy 
1924–31           Robert I. Bentley 
1932–36          Wallace M. Alexander 
1937–44          Robert Watt Miller 
1945–51           Kenneth Monteagle 
1952–68          Robert Watt Miller 
1969–70          Prentis Cobb Hale 
1971–73           William H. Orrick, Jr. 
1974–84          Walter M. Baird 

1985–90         Tully M. Friedman 
1990–93         Thomas Tilton 
1993–95          David M. Chamberlain 
1995–2002     William W. Godward 
2002–06         Karl Mills 
2006–13          George H. Hume 
2013–23          Keith B. Geeslin 
2023–              Jack Calhoun

1969                 Robert Watt Miller 
1971–82           R. Gwin Follis 
1983–84          Richard K. Miller 

1985–99          Reid W. Dennis 
1999–2008     Franklin P. Johnson, Jr. 
2008–             John A. Gunn

John A. Gunn, Chairman 
Keith B. Geeslin, Vice Chairman 

Reid W. Dennis, Chairman Emeritus 
Franklin “Pitch” Johnson, Jr., Chairman Emeritus

O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  B O A R D

Susan Anderson-Norby 
Claire Wrenn Bobrow 
Romana Bracco 
Jack Calhoun + 
Naniette Coleman 
Dr. William M. Coughran Jr. 
Valerie Crane Dorfman + 
James Cross,  

Merola Opera Program President ▴ 
Arif Damji + 
Jayne C. Davis 
Jerome Dodson + 
Carol Pucci Doll + 
Dixon Doll 
Robert A. Ellis 
Lisa Erdberg 
Peter Fenton 
Sarah Fenton 
Anna Fieler 
Margarita Gandia 
Keith B. Geeslin + 
Susan Graham Johnston + 
Louise Gund + 
John A. Gunn + 
Omar Guo, BRAVO! President ▴ 
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen 

Jane M. Hartley 
John Hendrickson 
Doreen Woo Ho 
Charles Edward Hudson III 
Sylvia Hughes 
George H. Hume + 
J. Burgess Jamieson 
Franklin “Pitch” Johnson, Jr. + 
Timothy F. Kahn + 
Choongjia “Maria” Kahng 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Mark R. Kroll 
Karen J. Kubin + 
Courtney Labe,  

Guild Board President ▴ 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Mrs. Cynthia Snorf Livermore 
Hon. Richard C. Livermore 
Susan Marineau 
J. Patterson McBaine 
Patrick McCabe 
Anne G. McWilliams 
Helen Meyer 
Karl O. Mills + 
Justin Moore 
Maryam Muduroglu 

Janet Napolitano 
Ben Nelson 
J. Boyce Nute 
Bernard Osher + 
Jason Phillips 
Anne Brandeis Popkin 
Richard J. Rigg, Ph.D. 
C.P. Russell 
Bill Russell-Shapiro + 
Jack Schafer 
Matthew Shilvock +  
Ruth A. Short 
Mrs. Dianne Marie Taube + 
Soo Venkatesan 
Ms. Barbara Moller Ward 
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey + 
Barbara A. Wolfe 
Melinda Yee Franklin 
S. Shariq Yosufzai + 
  
+  Executive Committee Member 
▴ Ex Officio 
 
C H A I R M A N ’ S  C O U N C I L  
Reid W. Dennis 
Franklin P. Johnson, Jr. 

Gaetano Merola, Founder and General Director, 1923–1953 
Kurt Herbert Adler, Artistic Director, 1953–1957; General Director, 1957–1981; General Director Emeritus, 1982–1988 
Terence A. McEwen, General Director, 1982–1988; General Director Emeritus, 1988–1998  
Lotfi Mansouri, General Director, 1988–2001 
Pamela Rosenberg, General Director, 2001–2005 
David Gockley, General Director, 2006-2016; General Director Emeritus, 2016– 
Matthew Shilvock, General Director, 2016– 

 

Jack Calhoun, President 
Matthew Shilvock,  

General Director & Chief Executive Officer 

George H. Hume, Treasurer 
Karen J. Kubin, Secretary 

Michael Simpson, Chief Financial Officer

San Francisco Opera Association

O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

C H A I R S  O F  T H E  B O A R D  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  

P R E S I D E N T S

San Francisco 
Opera At Your 

Fingertips
D O W N L O A D  O U R  A P P

F O R  D I G I T A L  T I C K E T I N G
A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E 

I N F O R M A T I O N .

@ S F O P E R A

L O O K I N G  F O R  M O R E
S T O R I E S  B E H I N D

T H E  C U R T A I N ?
F O L L O W  U S .

BOD (officers) GOLD November 2023.qxp_Layout 1  10/19/23  10:13 AM  Page 1
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San Francisco Opera News
N O V E M B E R  /  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3

C O N C E R T S  O N  D E C E M B E R  2  A N D  8  
Mark your calendars! On Saturday, December 2 San 
Francisco Opera’s resident artists, the Adler Fellows, take 
to the stage of Herbst Theatre with the San Francisco Opera 
Orchestra and maestro Ramón Tebar, conductor for this 
fall’s The Elixir of Love, for an evening of arias and scenes. 
Then, on Friday, December 8, the San Francisco Opera 
Chorus will hold the spotlight in the Dianne and Tad Taube 
Atrium Theater for their annual concert under Chorus 
Director John Keene with Associate Chorus Master Fabrizio 
Corona at the piano. For tickets, visit sfopera.com.

Around the World with Eun Sun Kim
Over the next six months, Caroline H. Hume Music Director Eun Sun 
Kim will be traveling back and forth across the Atlantic with some very 
exciting musical engagements. Beginning in November, Kim is in Paris 
to conduct Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffmann and a concert honoring 
the centenary of soprano Maria Callas. Her New Year begins in Houston 
with a production of Wagner’s Parsifal. This is followed by several 
important engagements including her New York Philharmonic debut in 
February; concerts in Torino, Duisburg, and Montreal; and 
performances of Schoenberg’s Erwartung in Barcelona, Minnesota, and 
in her debut with the Berlin Philharmonic. Kim returns to San 
Francisco in May to open the Opera’s 2024 Summer Season with 
Mozart’s The Magic Flute. And stay tuned for news about an exciting 
new San Francisco Opera lm project about Eun Sun Kim, slated for 
release next spring.

S T E F A N  C O H E N

K R I S T E N  L O K E N

M A T T H E W  W A S H B U R N

OperaNews November 2023.qxp_OperaNews  10/17/23  10:01 AM  Page 2
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J O I N  U S  F O R  S E L E C T  
P O S T - S H O W  C H A T S  

W I T H  T H E  C A S T   
A N D  C R E A T I V E  T E A M  

O F  OMAR  

“Tell your story, Omar—you must / 
Or they will never know.”  

Following select performances of 
Omar (November 7, 11, 15, 17, and 21), 
audiences are invited to stay for a 
post-show conversation that gives 
space for deeper exploration and pro-
cessing of Omar ibn Said’s life and 
legacy. Hear firsthand the experiences 
of the artists and creative minds 
behind this opera, including conductor 
John Kennedy, and performers Jamez 
McCorkle and Rehanna Thelwell. 

Scene from Omar. / C O R Y  W E A V E R / L A  O P E R A

ADS

OperaNews November 2023.qxp_OperaNews  10/17/23  10:01 AM  Page 3
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The future is in 
your hand.

San Francisco Bay Area
American Conservatory Theater
Berkeley Rep
Cal Shakes
San Francisco Opera
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus
San Francisco Symphony

Greater Seattle Area
A Contemporary Theatre
5th Avenue Theatre
Intiman Theatre
Meany Center for  

the Performing Arts
Seattle Children’s Theatre
Seattle Opera
Seattle Rep
Seattle Theatre Group
Seattle Shakespeare Company
Taproot Theatre Company
Village Theatre

Encore+ digital programs are available 
from these performing arts organizations:

Out With The Old & In With The New...

IT’S TIME TO SHAKE UP YOUR REAL ESTATE!

With over 30 years of real estate experience, which 
includes development, construction, marketing, 
and sales, Team Wakelin’s local knowledge and 
transactional expertise is second to none. Whether 
buying or selling, this is the  #1 team to represent, 
counsel, and guide you to success.

Wishing you the happiest of holidays!

Kevin Wakelin 
415.298.4142
www.kevinwakelin.com 
DRE# 01935159

Contact us Today!



John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
D O N O R  S P OT L I G H T

Once again, the unprecedented generosity of 
Cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for a 
dazzling season at San Francisco Opera.  Since 

2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the couple has 
underwritten numerous productions and provided 
exceptional support for many of the Company’s innovative 
endeavors. In September 2008, the Gunns made a historic 
commitment—believed to be the largest gift ever made by 
individuals to an American opera company—to help fund 
the signature projects of then General Director David 
Gockley, including new operas and productions, multimedia 
projects, and outreach programs, and they have proudly 
continued that support for General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. This season, the Gunns’ inspired generosity is 
helping make possible four productions—Il Trovatore, The 
(R)evolution of Steve Jobs, Lohengrin, and The Magic Flute. 
The Gunns invite everyone to give and join them as a 
member of San Francisco Opera’s donor community. John 
comments, “Opera is a dynamic art form, and all of us play a 
role in keeping it a meaningful part of our social fabric. With 
you we can propel San Francisco Opera into its next 100 

years of artistic history.” John is the former chairman and 
CEO of Dodge & Cox Investment Managers. He joined the 
rm in 1972, the year he received his MBA from Stanford 
Business School and married Cynthia, who graduated from 
Stanford with an A.B. in political science in 1970. Early in her 
career, Cynthia was the editor and director of The Portable 
Stanford book series for 10 years. She edited 28 books by 
Stanford professors on a vast array of topics, including 
Economic Policy Beyond the Headlines by George Shultz and 
Ken Dam. In addition to their support of San Francisco 
Opera, the Gunns are active members of the community. 
John is a former trustee of Stanford University and is 
Chairman Emeritus of the Advisory Board for the Stanford 
Institute for Economic Policy Research. Cynthia currently 
serves as a trustee of the Fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco, is a former overseer of Stanford’s Hoover 
Institution, and has been a member of the advisory board of 
Family and Children Services and the board of the Lucile 
Packard Foundation for Children’s Health. Opera lovers are 
grateful to Cynthia and John and applaud their commitment 
to keeping San Francisco Opera a leading-edge company.

TERRENCE MCCARTHY

Devo November 2023.qxp_Development  10/17/23  10:38 AM  Page 1
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Donor Spotlight
Bob Ellis (Production Sponsor, Omar)  
Bob has been a longtime supporter of contemporary opera since he became a member 
of the board of directors in 2001. He has supported all of John Adams’ new productions 
for San Francisco Opera, beginning with the commission of Doctor Atomic in 2005 and 
continuing with Girls of the Golden West in 2017 and this past fall’s Antony and Cleopatra. 
Along with Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de Frida y Diego, other 
production sponsorships have included Douglas Moore’s The Ballad of Baby Doe, Olivier 
Messiaen’s Saint François d’Assise, and the 2011 premiere of Francesca Zambello’s 
production of Wagner’s Ring cycle. He has also served on the boards of Opera Parallèle, 
OPERA America, and Central City Opera. 
 

 
Louise Gund (Production Sponsor, Omar)  
Louise Gund is an accomplished theater producer with a wide range of artistic talents. 
She has produced twelve Broadway plays and musicals, winning a Tony Award and 
Drama Desk Award for All the Way, and receiving three additional Tony Award 
nominations. A subscriber to San Francisco Opera since 2010, Louise has served on the 
Opera’s board of directors since 2013. She has also served on the boards of the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Cal Performances, Earthjustice, and the Berkeley Community 
Chorus and Orchestra. In addition to her major support of these organizations, she is 
an environmental activist and a staunch advocate on behalf of women’s and children’s 
issues. She was awarded the San Francisco Opera Spirit of the Opera Award in 2019 for 
devoted service to the Company and was the inspiration behind the Opera’s Producers 

Circle. Louise is passionate about enabling creativity to ourish, telling stories of meaning, and ensuring a vibrant future 
for the arts. 
 
 

Koret Foundation (Production Sponsor, Omar) 
San Francisco Opera is deeply grateful to the Koret Foundation for its support of Omar. 
This funding is part of the Foundation’s generous three-year grant supporting new 
works, which began in the Centennial Season. “Koret is pleased to support this exciting 
new work and looks forward to more opportunities to bring new voices and stories to 
the opera stage,” says Jeffrey A. Farber, Koret Foundation CEO. Koret has been a 
longtime supporter of San Francisco Opera’s transformational stage productions, as 
well as education and community programs. Most recently, Koret supported San 
Francisco Opera’s sold-out co-commission El último sueño de Frida y Diego by 
composer Gabriela Lena Frank and librettist Nilo Cruz. “We are honored by Koret’s 

longstanding partnership which helps us bring the best quality opera to the broadest audiences in ways that are 
reective of and relevant to our community,” says General Director Matthew Shilvock.

KRISTEN LOKEN

DREW ALTIZER

Devo November 2023.qxp_Development  10/18/23  3:13 PM  Page 2
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Donor Spotlight
Jerome and Thao Dodson (Production Sponsor, The Elixir of Love) 
“A ery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust, and a hearty, ‘Hi-Yo, Silver!’” 

Those words, accompanied by the galloping excitement of Rossini’s William Tell 
Overture, transxed a young Jerry Dodson as he listened to The Lone Ranger on the 
family radio in Oak Park, Illinois. Just as Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville had done for 
many, a lighthearted entertainment sparked a future operatic devotion. 

That little boy grew up to attend Berkeley in the 60s, serve with the American 
Embassy in Vietnam where he and Thao met, and attend Harvard Business School. 
Eventually, the couple married, settled in the Bay Area, and raised a family. In the 1980s, 
Jerry was a pioneer in the eld of socially responsible investing with little interest in 
opera. But in 1992, when San Francisco Opera decided to celebrate Rossini’s 

bicentennial with the rarely performed Guillaume Tell, Thao, already an opera lover, suggested to Jerry that they go. 
Tell was praised for its striking Mansouri production, and the Dodsons began attending regularly. They became 

season ticket holders in 1999 and supporters, “in a small way,” as Jerry puts it. A friendship with David Gockley, which 
endures to this day, led to a larger role as Company Sponsors. “I so admired what he did for the opera, but it was not 
very good for my pocketbook,” Jerry laughs. Jerry also lends his nancial expertise to the audit committee.  

In 2016, Dodson considered the import of Gockley’s departure. He met with Matthew Shilvock and joined the Board 
that year. “We hit it off right away!” Jerry says. He felt a similar affinity with Keith Geeslin, then President of the San 
Francisco Opera Association. Eager to continue support, the Dodsons see this as a perfect time to revitalize and energize 
the Company within the San Francisco community. The initial re ignited by William Tell continues to burn brightly. 

Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem (Production Sponsor, The Elixir of Love) 
Sponsor, through the Conductors Fund: John Kennedy (Omar); Ramón Tebar (Elixir). 
Sponsor, through the Emerging Stars Fund: Jamez McCorkle, Taylor Raven, and 
Brittany Renee (Omar); Pene Pati and Slávka Zámečníková (Elixir) 
Jan and Maria both developed a love of opera at a young age, although they grew up 
half-a-world apart. Jan Shrem, after a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan 
and Europe, created Clos Pegase Winery in California’s Napa Valley, collecting some of the 
world’s greatest modern and contemporary art. Maria Manetti Shrem internationally 
succeeded with her fashion-based entrepreneurial companies, bringing Gucci and Fendi 
in the departments and specialty stores in the USA. 

In joyous partnership the Manetti Shrem couple is bringing their focus and affection to philanthropic causes that 
advance education, the performing and visual arts, and medicine.  

While their lives led them each around the globe, their individual passions eventually brought them to San Francisco Opera 
and to each other. As Company Sponsors for more than a decade, Jan and Maria have established four generous funds.  

• The Conductors Fund helps ensure the continued appearances of noted conductors in the orchestra pit.
• The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund helps bring today’s most compelling artists in Italian repertoire to

San Francisco Opera.
• The Emerging Stars Fund supports the Company in showcasing exciting rising young stars on our stage

throughout the season.
• The Luminaries Concert Fund enables San Francisco Opera to bring legendary artists to the stage for special

events and performances.
In December 2022, Maria received The Spirit of the Opera award for her devotion to San Francisco Opera, her high level 

of commitment to advancing the success of the Company, and her ongoing support of the art form. She is the 2023 UC 
Davis Medal recipient for her profound arts legacy and passion for creating opportunities for exploration and education.

DREW ALTIZER PHOTOGRAPHY

Devo November 2023.qxp_Development  10/17/23  10:39 AM  Page 4

Alfredo Daza as Diego Rivera and Daniela Mack as Frida Kahlo in Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de Frida y Diego.
Photo by Cory Weaver.

You Bring
Great Art to Life!

Y O U  P L A Y  A  V I T A L  R O L E  I N  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  S P E C T A C U L A R  O P E R A .

Join our family of donors today to help share this powerful art form with the widest possible 
audience. Tickets cover only 16% of our costs, the difference is made by donors like you.

To learn more about making a gift, visit sfopera.com/give or call (415) 565-3212.

SCAN TO DONATE
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Omar Giving Circle
San Francisco Opera is honored to recognize donors for their support of Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar 
and their participation in this special Omar Giving Circle. This broad-based effort welcomes new supporters who, 
together, are helping to bring this important work to our community. There is still time to join the Omar Giving Circle by 
calling (415) 565-3212. Donors will be added to our digital recognition and will receive a special commemorative pin! 
Please see page 15 for more details. This listing reects gifts received through October 2, 2023. 

O L I V E  T R E E  
$30,000 + 

Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 

Bob Ellis 

Koret Foundation 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 

TA M A  
$7,280 + 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

 

B LU EG RAS S  
$4,000 + 

Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom 

Jamie & Philip Bowles 

Anonymous 

S C H O L A R  
$1,831 + 

Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey 

Dr. Judy C. Miner 

 

A KO N T I N G  
$517 + 

Arthur Strange 
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The Future Is Now: Adlers in Concert 
Join us for an exciting night of unforgettable music featuring conductor Ramón Tebar and San Francisco Opera’s

Resident Artists in their fi nal concert of the year.

S A T U R D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 2 3   |   7 : 3 0 P M   |   H E R B S T  T H E A T R E ,  4 0 1  V A N  N E S S  A V E N U E
B U Y  T I C K E T S   |   ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0   |   S F O P E R A . C O M / F U T U R E I S N O W KRISTEN LOKEN

Devo November 2023.qxp_Development  10/17/23  1:41 PM  Page 36

Omar Giving Circle
Join a special new giving circle, available for new and increased gifts to support Rhiannon Giddens’  
and Michael Abels’ Omar. Omar is the true story of a 19th-century Islamic scholar from West Africa, 
enslaved in South Carolina, but who found and expressed identity and faith through the written word.  
The Omar Giving Circle is a broad-based effort beginning at only $22, embracing gifts of all sizes  

are vital to bring this important work to our community.

T A M B O U R I N E  $22
Encircled by repeating pairs of metal discs, the “22” level is inspired by the prominence of the tambourine 
in the opera. Most scholars agree that the origins of the tambourine date back to 1700 BCE or even earlier, 
and it appears in sacred texts from West Africa, Turkey, Greece, Italy, India, and throughout the Middle East.

K U F I  $120
The traditional hat worn by Omar in the opera is called a Kufi, from the Kufi script it 
resembles. It plays a significant role in the opera as Julie, an enslaved woman, becomes 
close to Omar. The Kufi script is thought to have gone into general use in the 12th century. 
The hat is a part of the national dress of many West African countries and symbolizes 
African descent in many American cultures.

A K O N T I N G  $517
The akonting is an African gourd lute known as the ancestor of the modern 
banjo played by co-composer Rhiannon Giddens, who studied the instrument. 
The three strings of the akonting are tuned to the pattern 5-1-7, which inspires 
the name for this level! (7-note scale with 7th, 5th, and 1st notes.)

S C H O L A R  $1,831
The best known of the scholar Omar Ibn Said’s writings is his autobiographical 
essay, “The Life of Omar ibn Said.” Written in 1831, the work forms the basis 
of the opera.

B L U E G R A S S  $4,000
In honor of co-composer Rhiannon Giddens’ frequent genre, bluegrass. 
Bluegrass was born out of North American blues music which was directly 
influenced by West African music. Recognized as a new American art form 
in the 1940s, Bluegrass is a fusion of music styles and experiences, much 
like the fusion of opera, Senegalese, and American styles found in Omar.

T A M A  $7,280
The Senegalese tama, or talking drum, is known to project sounds imitating human speech 
across a seven-to-eight kilometer distance, or 7-2-8. Omar ibn Said was originally abducted 
from West Africa, in the Futa Toro region (modern-day Senegal) where the tama is played 
widely and used to send messages as well as make music.

O L I V E  T R E E  $30,000+
Omar sings of the olive tree during the moment of darkness when his humanity is attacked, “The example 
of His light is like a niche within which is a lamp, which is within a glass, which is like a brilliant star fueled by 
a blessed tree, an olive tree, neither Eastern nor Western, whose oil would almost glow, even if untouched 
by fire.” The themes of our shared humanity can be seen in the symbol of the olive tree.

Fair market value may apply. Illustration by Brian Stauffer.

G I F T  L E V E L S 
A N D  B E N E F I T S

To join the circle 
with your philanthropic 

support, visit 
sfopera.com/omarcircle 

or call (415) 551-3212.

L E A R N  M O R E 
A B O U T  T H E 

D O N O R  B E N E F I T S 
A T  E A C H  L E V E L 

H E R E !
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Our Donor Family

S U S TA I N I N G  PAT R O N  
$1,000–$1,999 
John J. Adams,  

in memory of John W Reinhardt Jr 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & Dr. Mary Page Hufty 
Mr. Ignacio M. Aliagas 
Susann & Marc Allen 
Mr.* & Mrs. Anthony Arlen 
Mrs. Theodore W. Anderson 
Jacob Angel^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Araghi^ 
Ms. Olga Arango^ 
Margaret Ann Augustine 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Dr. Barbara Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baldocchi 
David N. Barnard 
William M. Barnard, MD 
Mr. Edward C. Bartlett^ 
Albert Bartridge 
Michael Bates 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Baumann 
Linda & Nils Behnke^ 
Ms. Elizabeth Beitzel 
Yobo Bello-Asemota 
Mr. Paul Bendix 
John & Cheryl Benson 
Ms. Carol Benz^ 
Ms. Lynn Berger 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart 
Patricia J. Boone 
Mrs. Melissa Boxer Zill & Mr. Tracy Zill^ 
Mr. Keith Boyle^ 
Stevan Bradley 
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Brady 
Jennifer Brandenburg^ 
Ms. Ria Brandenberg 
Ms. Langley Brandt 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Meridith Braun^ 
Abigail Brenner, M.D. 
Ms. Wendy Breuer & Mr. Charles Crane 
Dr. Emily Brewer,  

in memory of Dr. Richard G. Brewer 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Britton 
Mr. Matthew Brockmeyer 
Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
Edith Brown 
Jess Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Timothy & Margaret Brown 
Ms. Nancy Brown-Williamson 
Ms. Karen Bruehl^ 
Matthew Buckman^ 
Dr. Earl C. Burgess & Dr. Sandra Burgess 
Mr. Gerald Cahill & Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Dr. & Mrs. Donald R. Call 
Mark Calvano^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Vaccaro 
Cawley Carr^ 
Maria Castellucci Moore^ 
Mark Cavagnero^ 
Carolyn Chaikovsky^ 
Dr. Shahla Chehrazi^ 
Ms. Janet Chiang 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Chinn 
Lori Chipps^ 

Ms. Helen Christakos^ 
Anna Chung^ 
Ms. Sondra Claire^ 
Stephen Coghlan 
Barbara Cohen 
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen 
Robert Cole & Susan Muscarella 
Katie Colendich^ 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier & Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Ms. Elizabeth Colton 
David Combies & Loretta Smith 
Mary J. Combs 
Clyde & Ann Coombs 
Ms. Beverly Coughlin & Mr. Charles Dow 
Stacie Craddock^ 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Ms. Ruth Curry 
Nina D'Amato,  

in memory of Mary Ellen D'Amato 
Mrs. Elizabeth d'Hemery 
Gene & Joy D'Ovidio 
Mr. & Mrs. James Daley 
Courtney Dallaire^ 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Dandelion, in honor of Pamela Rosenberg 
Ms. Anna Dean^ 
Nancy Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken DeJarnette 
Elmer P. Delany Jr. & Catherine E. Delany 
Ms. Marta De Pierris^ 
Kelly Dermody^ 
Ms. Karel Detterman 
Ms. Cynthia Deutsch^ 
Thomas P. & Veronica C. Devitt 
Ms. Carol S. Dickson 
Stanley J. Dirks 
Dave & Helen Dix 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & Dr. Kathy E. Down 
William H. Draper III 
Drysdale Family Foundation 
Kempton & Meredith Dunn^ 
Gina Edwards^ 
Mr. James Eimers^ 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Elliot 
Caroline & Robert Eshleman 
Janice & Jack Eskridge 
Anne & Peter Esmonde 
Joan Falender 
Holly Farrell^ 
David Favrot* & Katherine Brown-Favrot 
Ms. Vallery Rose Feldman 
Jan & Bob Fenwick 
Kenzie Ferguson^ 
Nikola Filby 
Jeffrey & Robin Fine 
Russ Fischella^ 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Dr. Hali Forstner^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Daniel Frank^ 
Dr. Lorry & Karen Frankel 
Jim & Karen Frassetto 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Ellen Friedman 
Ms. Shelley Frisbie 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 

Dan & Kate Funk 
Margaret E. Garms 
Max Gasner 
Mrs. Kimberly Gates Johnson &  

Mr. Brian Johnson 
Nathalie Giauque 
Ms. Gene P. Gibson 
Melvin Gilbert 
Ms. Krista Giovara^ 
Tiffany Glant^ 
Joyce Glazer^ 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. & Sandee Blechman 
Ms. Margot Golding & Mr. Michael Powers 
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman 
Ms. Carrie & Mr. John Goodman 
Joseph & Hon Mai Goodman 
Mr. Edward C. Gordon 
Ms. Barbara Goza 
Ms. Alice L. Graham 
Mr. James Grant 
Dr. Patricia L. Griffin 
Erich S. Gruen 
Al Guido^ 
Omar Guo 
Brian & Elizaveta Gustafson^ 
Margaret Gutierrez^ 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Mr. Steven Hammerschlag &  

Ms. Debra Reynolds 
Ernest Hammond III 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Eric & Krista Hanson 
Roy Dean Hardy 
Mojgan & Farr Hariri^ 
James & Joyce Harris 
Mr. John Harron 
Ms. Noosheen Hashemi^ 
Tom Hixson & Kevin Sarmento 
Ms. Karla Haynes^ 
Lenore Hefferman 
Natalia & Israel Hernandez^ 
Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield 
Thayer Sylvester Hoe^ 
Don Hoffman 
Michael Hofmann^ 
Mr. Jackson Hogo 
Mr. Marshall H. Hollimon 
Richard & Bebe Hoppe 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Mrs. Rose C. Hoskins 
Soozan Hosseinyoun^ 
Lola Hottensen 
Ms. Constance Howard 
Hing On Hsu 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Avery Humphreys^ 
Donald Bruce Hunter 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Mr. Alexander Jakle 
Mr. & Mrs. Kambiz Jalili^ 
Ms. Hermia James 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Jarman, Jr.^ 
Glen Jarvis 
Jeraldine Johnson 
Mr. Clovis D. Jones 
Andrea G. Julian 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel F. Kahler 

Colleen Kavanagh^ 
John Keeley 
Helen Keeney 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Kenady 
Selin Khayatan^ 
Scott & Jan Kilner 
Mr. Michael Kim 
Maren & John King 
Mr. Robert Kinosian 
Varvara Kirchner^ 
Ms. Juanita Kizor^ 
Diana Koin MD 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf 
Mr. David Krogmann 
Ruth Krueger^ 
Paul & Jackie Kuckein 
Kenneth & Monica Kulander 
Ms. Andrea Kustin-Mager^ 
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz 
Miss Joanne Kwong^ 
Mr. John Lafler 
Ms. Angela Lai,  

in honor of Ms. Eun Sun Kim 
Mr. Richard Laiderman 
Michael Lamm 
Steve Lavezzoli 
Aiko Lavine 
Ms. Marcia Lazer 
Ms. Renee Leap 
Mrs. Andrea Leavitt,  

in honor of Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Edward & Jennifer Lee^ 
Ayleen Ito & Emory Lee 
Grace Lee^ 
Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Richard* & Patricia Taylor Lee 
Mr. Roy Leggitt & Ms. Courtney Clarkson 
Mr. Harvey Lehtman 
Rowen Leigh 
Mr. Jeff D. Leonard & Mr. Noel Flores^ 
Ms. Marguerite Leoni 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Joan Libman & Jim Coughlin 
Ginger Liess^ 
Ms. May Lin 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
Alan Liss^ 
Janet K. Littlefield 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Anne Long 
Frank & Sally Lopez 
Mr. John Lounsbery 
Kathleen & Dexter Lowry^ 
Frances Lozano 
George F. Lucas & Tom Rothgiesser 
Ms. Janet Luck and Mr. Stephen Kealhofer 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ludgus^ 
Niall & Eve Lynch 
Ms. Barbara J. Lyss 
Ms. Melinda R. Macauley 
Raymond Mah^ 
Dr. & Mrs. Henry Mally 
Paula Markovitz 
Lori & David Marquardt 
David Mason 
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews 
Blake McCall^ 

The collective support of San Francisco Opera’s generous donor family keeps world-class opera on the stage and brings 
community programs to students and families. Each year, support from individuals and institutional funders accounts 
for 86% of the revenue needed to create transformative opera.  

Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2022 and October 2, 2023. We have made every effort to ensure 
the accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name, please accept our apology and notify us at 
(415) 565-3212 so that we may update our records accordingly.

^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball * deceased
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Pursue your passions and live life to the fullest in the company of friends. Rediscover 
yourself at St. Paul’s Towers, an engaging Life Plan Community in the Adams Point 
neighborhood, just steps from Lake Merritt. Schedule your visit today!

Independent Living  I  Assisted Living  I  Memory Care  I  Skilled Nursing

C A L L  O R  V I S I T  U S  
510.891 .8542   stpaulstowers.org
100 Bay Place, Oakland, CA 94610
We’re an equal opportunity housing provider. Lic #011400627 COA #351

SHARE YOUR  
EXPERIENCES.  
INDULGE YOUR  
CURIOSITY.
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Eileen McCauley 
Dr. & Mrs. William A. McConnell 
Sarah McCourt^ 
Drs. Jack M. McElroy & Mary Ann Skidmore 
Robert McIntosh 
Ms. Maureen McKeown 
Mr. & Mrs. Meckler 
Patrick Melampy & Priscilla Lawrence 
Laurie Mettier Hills 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner^ 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Mr. Ken Mitchell 
Ms. Margaret Mitchell^ 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Sherilyn Moody 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Mr. Charles J. Morgan 
Don & Rene Morgan,  

in memory of Peyton Bucy 
Mr. Joshua J. Morgan III^ 
David Morse^ 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Milton Mosk* & Thomas Foutch 
John & Melinda Moynier 
Susan Munn 
Mr. Paul Munro 
Ms. Lynne Murphy 
Chandru Murthi 
Nariman & Faramarz Naderi^ 
Farrah & Ramin Naimi^ 
Rosanna Nardi^ 
Shivaun Nestor 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Mr. Richard Niemi 
Mary L. Nilan 
Jim & Brenda Nirenstein 
Ms. Kay Noel 
Amy Norman^ 
Johnnie Norway & Richard Cardello 
Mrs. Hillevi A. Null 
Ms. Patricia O'Brien 
Ms. Teri O'Brien^ 
Dr. Michael O'Connor & Dr. Patricia O'Connor 
Fran & John O'Sullivan 
Judith Ocken 
Donna & Robert Oliver 
Ms. Alexandra & Mr. Guillaume Orliac^ 
Mr. & Mrs. William Randolph Oscarson^ 
Burak Over 
The Rev. David F. Pace^ 
Ellice J. Papp 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Mr. Trond Petersen 
Ms. Susan D. Peterson 
Ms. Pamela Philbert 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Karen Pierce^ 
Maria Policroniades 
Paula Polley 
Stephen Powell 
Mrs. Lidia Pringle & Mr. Doug Pringle^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 
Shirin & Javad Rahimian^ 
Cynthia Carlson Ramseyer 
Sabrina Raphael 
Carol & Leighton Read 
Rossannah Reeves 
Laurie Renny Reich & Rudolph Reich 
Ms. Grace Reyes 
Ms. Judy Reynolds 
Julie & Christopher Ridley 
David Owen Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett 
Artagnan & Trish Rodriguez^ 
Janet & Michael Rodriguez 
Ms. Harriet Rogers 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 
Ms. Heli Roiha & Ms. Therissa McKelvey 
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Mr. John D. Rosin^ 
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &  

Kimberly Mark Webb 
Konstantinos Roussos 
Stephen & Marcia Ruben 

Eric Ryan^ 
Susan & Soheil Saadat^ 
Dr. Sean McCarthy & Mr. Bert Salyga 
Ms. Guadalupe Santoyo 
Laurie Samitaur Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren H. Sandell 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Lisa Sattler Peters^ 
Mr. Richard Savoy 
Dr. Paula Schlesinger 
Ms. Moni Schlotter^ 
Rev. Paul J. Schmidt & Rev. Gerard K. Moran 
Ms. Sarah Schoellkopf & Mr. William Neil^ 
Russell Schrader 
Mr. Vincent Schrupp 
Mr. James Scillian 
Ray & Lou Ann Seghesio^ 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Robert Semans^ 
Ali Shah 
Vandana & Arvind Sharma 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
Jennifer & Mike Shepard 
Mr. Alek Shestakov 
William & Judith Shilstone 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Jean Shuler 
Sheri & Paul Siegel 
Nolan & Elaine Sigal 
Mr. Scott Silveira 
Gaurav Singh 
Poonam Singh^ 
Sabrina Sirianni^ 
Kittisak Sirijaroonchai 
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Mrs. Louis Sloss, Jr. 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Ms. Andrea B. Smith 
Anne Mehren Smith 
Ms. Joyce T. Smith 
Timothy & Ilia Smith 
Ms. Constance Solari,  

in honor of Ms. Teresa Concepcion 
Jennifer Soloway^ 
Mr. Christopher Sork 
Michael & Susan Southworth,  

in memory of Mr. James Thrasher 
Mr. William Stanisich & Mr. Jim Meyer 
Carol & Harvey Steiman 
Mr. Robert M. Stenburg 
Ms. Barbara Stewart 
Mr. John Stocker 
Arthur Strange 
Blanche Germain Streeter,  

in memory of Craig Henderson 
Irwin Sugarman 
Mr. Garret Swart 
Theresa Sweeney & Jim Blanchard 
Ms. France Szeto^ 
Ms. Susan K. Tanner 
Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Beheshti^ 
Barbara Augusta Teichert 
Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Mr. Jeff Tindall^ 
Mrs. Isabelle Toms 
Anthony & Barbara Tonso^ 
Mr. Thomas Tragardh & Mr. David Cortez 
Jennifer Godward Trainor 
Ron Trauner 
Mr. David Underwood &  

Ms. Kathleen O'Rourke 
Cornelis van Aalst 
Paul E. van Dyk^ 
Ms. Belinda C. Vega 
John & Janet Venturino 
Adrianna Villafuerte^ 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Iryna Voskerician^ 
Michael Vyvoda^ 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Ms. Peggy A. Wall & Mr. Robert Slyker 
Kira Wampler^ 
Samantha Wang^ 
Robert Ward & Wai-Kit Ho 
David Warren 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Ann & Thomas A. Watrous 
Rosalie V. Weaver 
Mr. Keith R. Weed 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Weissman 
Peter J. Wender 
Dr. David & Hon. Kay Werdegar 
Ms. Mary Wessling 
Jennifer Widener^ 
Douglas W. Williams &  

Madelyn C. Bedig-Williams 
John R. Williams 
Andrew Wilson Jr.,  

in honor of Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Barbara & Mordechai Winter 
Mary & Michael Wolfe^ 
Mr. Brendan Wood 
Mr. Henry C. Wright 
Dr. John Yao & Dr. Pauline Mysliwiec 
Linda & David Young 
Mr. & Mrs. David Young 
Mr. Ingu Yun 
Barry & Alice Zacherle 
Vincent & Joyce Zarcone 
Edward Sarkiss & Elizabeth Zareh Sarkiss^ 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Ms. Iris Zhang 
Ms. Patricia Ziegler 
Anonymous (1) 
  
P R I N C I PA L PAT R O N  
$2,000–$2,999 
Sonbol Aliabadi^ 
Kevin & Josy Amann^ 
Norby Anderson^,  

in memory of Mr. Larry Severino,  
Craig Henderson, & Mr. R. D. Norby 

Mr. Vikram Arora^ 
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Ms. Virginia Bale 
Ms. Laima Baltusis 
Ms. Donna Batson,  

in memory of Katharine Batson 
Nina & Charles E. Belle^ 
Mr. Tapan Bhat 
Paul* & Kathy Bissinger 
R.W. Blue 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
Beverley & Ron Borelli^ 
Stephen Brint 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Kathleen Burke & Ralph Davis,  

in memory of Mr. Paul M. Crane Dorfman and 
in honor of Valerie Crane Dorfman &  
Mary Kathryn Gavin 

Ms. Sally A. Carlson 
Dr. Karen Castle 
Solomon Cera^ 
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause 
Chevron 
Dr. Robert E. Clark 
Mr. Douglas Clary 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. & Pilar Montero, Ph.D 
Shannon & Dan Cronan^ 
Dr. Vivien & Stephen D'Andrea^ 
Mr. Christopher Davies 
Michael Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo De Monet^ 
Dr. Lee R. DeBow 
Inger Dewey-Golob^ 
Nina Bancroft Dickerson 
Mr. Barry Dixon 
Maria & Henry Donahoe^ 
Mary Lou Dorking 
Edma Dumanian 
Jessica & Michael Eisler 
Jennifer Emerson^ 
Ms. Sandra Farris^ 
Ellen Finch^ 
Firestone Family Foundation 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Dr. James & Mrs. Lynn Fitzwater, M.D.,  

in memory of Mr. William Langley 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr^ 

Elise & Tully Friedman 
Mr.* & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr. 
Janet Gallin & Sissel Ramirez 
Nicole Gallmann^ 
Mr. Gary Garabedian^ 
Ms. Galina Gomberg 
Ms. JoAnn Close & Mr. Michael Good 
Philip Goward 
Dr. S. Hand 
Kelly & Sandy Harcourt 
Carol Harell^ 
Dr. Hunter P. Harris 
Mr. Ronald Harrison 
Ms. Marlies Hensel 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Lin Huber^ 
Frank Humberstone 
Mr. & Mrs. George Jurkowich 
Linda Joyce Hodge^ 
Diana Hoffman 
Mr. Michael J. Katyryniuk 
Kathryn Kearney 
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo 
Allan & Linda Kramer 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
William R. Lambert 
Peter Lee 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle & Vincenta Leigh 
Ms. Lamar Leland 
Kathleen Leones 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson 
Steve & Judy Lipson 
John Lockton^ 
Ms. Priscilla Lore 
Dr.* & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr. 
Ms. Jennifer Lynch & Mr. Justin Schuster^ 
Mr. Greg Lyon & Ms. Kathleen Duffy 
Elizabeth Malkassian^ 
Nicholas Markevich^ 
Mrs. Charlene Mathias 
Robert McDowell 
Michael McManus^ 
Mrs. Eva Meyerson Milgrom 
Rachel Miller^ 
Mr. Missall & Mrs. Danilo-Missall^ 
Mr. Victor F. Mockus 
Mr. J. Jeffrey Mojcher 
Lisa Moore 
Deborah Mosser^ 
Mr. Robert Mukai 
Kate Murphy^ 
Taylor Nagle^ 
Sheila & Paul Nahi^ 
Victoria Nakamura^ 
Ms. Susan E. Neeman^ 
Matthew & Nancy Noel 
Bart & Barb O'Brien 
Susan O'Brien 
Nazan Orr^ 
Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 
Erica Pascal & Mike Hostetler 
Jason Perry & Brian Rusch 
Peter Jaret & Steven Peterson 
Mr. & Ms. Andrew Piskadlo^ 
Susan K. Prather 
Pam Preston^ 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Felice S. Price 
Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead^ 
Majid & Maryam Rahimian^ 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Ms. Danielle Rebischung 
Melissa Ribeiro^ 
Ms. Beverly Riehm^ 
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 
Martin C. Robinson 
Ms. Deborah Rohan 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Mrs. Afie Royo^ 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Dr. & Mrs. David & Bonnie Sachs 
Louise Adler Sampson^ 
Mr. John Santibanes 
Mr. Joseph Saveri^ 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

* deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

Ms. Janine Scancarelli &  
Mr. Christopher McMahon 

David & Sandra Schmaier^ 
Phoebe & Christopher Schreiber^ 
Sereno - Christie's International Real Estate 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Peter & Helen Sheaff 
James R. Shevock 
Mai Shiver^ 
Ms. Leslie Siegel 
Darold Skerritt & Judy Lind 
Andrew & Elisabeth Smith^ 
Frederic H. Smith^ 
Richard L. Sogg, M.D. 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Kristin Sorensen^ 
Kim Spitler & Richard Dulin,  

in memory of Gregg C. Spitler 
Ms. Judy Stamps 
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
Richard W. Stevens 
Dr. Susan K. Stevens^ 
Jacqueline Stewart 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Mark Sullivan^ 
Helen Thomas^ 
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D. 
Carol Jackson Upshaw,  

in honor of Kate & Matthew Shilvock 
Abel Valadez 
Prof. & Mrs. Gregory Van Acker 
Eugenio Vidrio 
Mr. Thomas F. Culp & Mr. Charles Wagner 
Rosemarie Wagner 
John C Walters^ 
Edna Lee Warnecke & Jim Marks,  

in memory of Don 
Analee (Ani) Weaver 
Mrs. Barbara Weinberg,  

in memory of Mr. Matthew Weinberg 
Stephen & Joan Weinstein 
Mr. Keith C. Wetmore & Mr. Andrew Hinek^ 
Cory White^ 
Mr. Charles R. Williams 
Peter & Georgia Windhorst 
Richard & Barbara Odlin Foundation 
Dr. Carlene J. Wong & Dr. Philip C. Lee^ 
Mr. Gary Woodruff 
Annie Woods^ 
Ms. Mai Mai & Mr. Paul Wythes 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Mr. Charlton Yu^ 
Jim Zanze^ 
Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Bingyuan Zhang,  

in memory of Kang Zhang 
Ming Zhao & Songqi Liu 
Anonymous (2) 

 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  
J. Boyce Nute, 201– 
Kristina Flanagan, 2013–201 
Cathy MacNaughton, 200–2013 
Mrs. Harry Wetzel*, 1995–2003 
Diane B. Wilsey, 19–1994  
Harriet Meyer Quarré*,  

Founding President, 193–19  
 

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$4,999 
Founder $3K - $4,999 
Norm Abramson & David Beery* 
Michelle M. Ackerman 
Jane & Christopher Adams 
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Mr. Thomas Alfieri^ 
Claire Allphin 
Robert C. Anderson 

Denise Anker 
Arlene Anthony 
Dena Aslanian-Williams,  

in memory of Eleonore Aslanian 
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 
Richard J. Axelrod, M.D. 
Zachary Baker 
Eugene & Kathleen Bales 
Ms. Virginia Bamford 
Dr. & Mrs. Barry C. Baron 
Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio 
Mr. Stephen Beitzel & Ms. Lise Quintana 
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 
Mr. Riccardo Benavides^ 
William J. Bennington 
Roy C. Bergstrom 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Dr. Wolfgang Bluhm &  

Michele J. Serocki Bluhm 
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens* 
Dr. Maurizio Bonacini 
Ms. Debbie Booth 
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring 
Nadya & Bradford Bosch 
Gary Bottone 
Ms. Faye Bourret,  

in honor of Elinor Lacy 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Charlton Buckley 
Karen Burtness Prak & Jan Willem Prak 
Lisa Bury & John Taylor 
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Caldwell^ 
Cathleen Cameron 
Betty J. Carmack 
Janet Carpenter 
Charles & Deryl Castellano 
Dr. Carolyn Chang^ 
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 
Thomas & Virginia Chen 
Alfred & Carol Chiantelli 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 
Jerry & Linda* Cimmet 
Ann D. Claesgens 
Hilary & Richard Clark 
Ms. Mary Claugus 
Michael & Jean Couch 
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 
Dr. Joan Claire Cucek 
Dr. James Cuthbertson 
Dr. Stephen J. Danko 
Ms. Olivia Hsu Decker^ 
Reid & Peggy Dennis 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Marion Dodd 
Mr. Keith E. Doerge 
Katherine Herrick Drake 
Jeffrey Dunn & Carolyn Bruguera 
Claudette Duran 
Fynnette Eaton & James Miller 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Ms. Barbara J. Eisenhauer 
Ms. Nancy J. English 
Ed & Barbara Eschbach 
Gregory & Anne M. Evans 
Ms. May Fair 
Patricia & Richard Farnsworth 
Mr. Steve N. Fecher 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Drs. Bette & James Felton 
Philip & Cassandra Grant 
Rick & Debra Fisher 
Daniel & Carla Flamm 
Kristina Johnson Flanagan 
David & Sheridan Foster^ 
Ms. Samia Foster^ 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Murray Fox 
David & Betsy Fryberger 
Mr. Milton Gaines^ 
Mr. Rich Gerhardt 
Arlene & Doug Giancoli 
Ms. Malin Giddings^ 

David & Jennifer Gillespie 
Brendan Glackin & Emily Arnold 
Dr. Kathleen Grant & Dr. Thomas Jackson 
Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 
Bronwyn H. Hall 
Patricia Handeland 
Charles F. Hanes 
Diana Harris^ 
Mr. Scott Harrop 
Michael & Gityjoon Hebel 
Dr. John R. Heckenlively 
Peggy Heineman 
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai 
Mr. Greg Henkel 
Zheyla M. Henriksen^ 
Mr. Robert Hero 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh^ 
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Kedreth C. Hogan 
Dr. Susan Holbrook & James B. Florey, M.D.,  

in honor of Dr. Leslie Farber 
Mr. Peter Holman^ 
Joanne Howard 
Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Jiang Hu 
Kathryn Huber & Larry A. Binkley^ 
Mr. Robert Hultman 
Bradford L. Humphrey 
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Humphreys 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
Mr. Homi Irani & Ms. Anna Yonemura 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Mrs. Jo Jagoda,  

in honor of Frederica von Stade 
Robin & Virginia Jaquith 
Barbara J. R. Jones 
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak 
Hyun Sun Jung 
David A. Kadish & Michael C. Norton 
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor 
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Bob & Pam Keagy 
Daniel Kelley 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Bruce & Peggy Kennedy 
Ms. Kathleen Kenney 
Susan Keyes & Jim Sulat 
Nelda Kilguss 
Dick & Marianne Kipper 
Maj. Floyd R. Krey 
Ms. Barbara Laferriere 
Carol Leitch & Nanci Leitch 
Norman & Helen Ann Licht 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Lin 
Richard Lum 
Mr. John E. Major 
Roger A. Mann, M.D. 
Mr. Arthur Manzi 
John Marcom & Arif Hasyim 
Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 
Marguerite Romanello 
Amie Chang & Henry Massey 
Marcia McConnell 
Ms. Sharon McNalley 
Jessica Mead^ 
James R. Meehan 
Robert Meister 
Dr. Beryl D. & Mrs. Renee Mell 
Dr. Linda A. Membreño^ 
Karen & Russell* Merritt 
Thomas & Barbara Metcalf 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 
Sue Montgomery 
Ms. Jane S. Mudge^ 
Ruth & James* Murad 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Elizabeth Murray 
Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
Joseph C. Najpaver,  

in memory of Deana Logan 

E. Nakamichi Foundation 
Steven Ng & Mark Posner 
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller 
Nancy Over Alward & Eugene Alward 
Dr. Karen Offen 
Mrs. Sarah Olson 
OPERA America 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Catherine A Owen MD 
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Mr. James E. Palmer &  

Mrs. Norma Martinez-Palmer 
Julian T.* & Robin M.W. Parer 
Ms. Barbara Paschke,  

in memory of Ms. Catherine M. Paschke 
Skip Paul,  

in honor of Karen J. Kubin 
Ms. Karmen Chingju Peng 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham 
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schafer 
Justice Stuart & Mrs. Lee Pollak 
Mr. Herb Potter 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Mr. Michael David Press 
Varda Rabin 
Ramchandra Rajeshinde^ 
Joyce Ratner 
Charles & Patricia Raven 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey^ 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Ronald Rogness 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Yvette & Philip Rosedale 
Dr. Andrew & Erica Rosenblatt 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Floyd W. Ross 
Mary Ellen Rossi 
Mrs. Claire S. Roth^ 
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack^ 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Marlys Saveri 
Mr. Carl Schaper 
Randy Schekman & Sabeeha Merchant 
Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard 
Ms. Cynthia Schreuder Kalev^ 
Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder 
Mrs. Helen Schulak 
John R. Schwabacher Family 
Jon & NoraLee Sedmak 
Mr. James R. Seitz, Jr.* 
Mr. Paul Setziol 
David Severino,  

in memory of Mr. Larry Severino 
Mr. Mark Severino,  

in memory of Mr. Larry Severino 
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sharp 
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa &  

Mr. Edwin Guarino Jr.* 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg 
Marjorie Simon 
David & Barbara Sloss 
Mr. Mark Small 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Mr. Jordan H. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith & Ms. Theresa Lahey 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Richard Sparks 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Mr. Russell Stanaland^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein 
Ms. Elisa Stephens^ 
Alex Still & Martha Ferguson 
Mr. David Sundstrom 
Ms. Phyllis Sutton 
Sharon & John Tastor 
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 
Nancy E. Terry 
Krista & Gerard Terstiege 

* deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Ms. Joan Thoma 
Mary S. Tilden 
Dean & Jeanice Tipps 
Madeleine Todd^ 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD 
Norman & Carol Traeger 
Gisela & Peter Turner 
Stephanie Vacher 
Axel Van Chee 
Ms. Jessica Vapnek 
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 
Ms. Nora E. Wagner 
Kristie Warner,  

in memory of Tim Warner 
Patti & Ed White 
Ronald B. Wilkerson 
Mason & Wendy 
Ann L. Williamson 
Faye Constance Wilson 
Vivian W. Wing, M.D. &  

Elizabeth Grace Wickersham 
Ms. Patricia B. Winther^ 
Christopher Wiseman^ 
William Wisniewski & Catharine van Ingen 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Ms. Shirley Woo 
Dr. Sherry Wren 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Margaret VB Wurtele 
Ms. Colleen Yeates Marsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini 
Mrs. Judy Zafran 
Dr. Sondra Zentner & Ms. Sophie Neubert 
Frank Zepeda 
Anonymous (13) 
 
M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 
Dr. Maria D. Allo 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Ammann^ 
Sal Gutierrez & Mary Anderson^ 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
Amy Bastow^ 
Josef & Marion Betz^ 
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley 
Michael & Celeste Bobroff^ 
Mrs. Barbara B. Bocci 
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Romana D. Bracco^,  

in honor of Keith Geeslin 
Carol Franc Buck*^ 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
John C. Callan 
Clark & Elizabeth Callander 
Dr. James M. Campbell 
Richard Caplin, MD 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Carpeneti^ 
Peter & Jane Carpenter 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Dr. Heidi H. Cary 
Pamela Ceglinski 
Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Carol T. Christ 
Susan & Rich Christie 
Maureen Clarke 
Ms. Carlyn Clause & Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
Thierry Bui & Paul Clifford 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. Cohen 
Elizabeth Connell-Nielsen & Devan Nielsen^ 
Martha Conte^ 
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Pam DeWeerd 
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli 
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley* 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Susan & Bruce Dzieza^ 
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 

Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim 
Jessena Finn 
Dr. Harvey & Mrs. Deborah Fishman 
Timothy & Virginia Foo^ 
Mr. & Mrs.* Thomas L. Frankel 
Barbara B. Friede 
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & Ms. Monica Lopez 
Douglas Gilmour 
Ms. Jane M. Gitschier 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
Daniel Goodman^ 
Mr. Richard A. Goodman 
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston 
Dr.* & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 
Mary W. Graves 
Diane Green 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
Sallie Griffith 
Andy* & Eva* Grove 
Raymond & Amanda Haas 
Kathleen Hart 
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 
Mr. Daniel Hersh 
Martha Hertelendy^ 
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier 
Susan K. Hoerger 
Al Hoffman & David Shepherd 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Vincent & Christina Hu 
Gabrielle Hull^ 
Mr. Augustus S. Ireland 
Louise Ireland 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Barbara E. Jones,  

in memory of William E. Jones 
The Kingsley Foundation 
Ms. Karen M. Kline & Dr. Jerome Hanowsky 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Melissa & Laurence Lasky 
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 
Océane Li & Dr. Sofien Bouaziz 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Claude L. Lowen 
Gregg Lynn 
Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons 
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick 
Dr. Pamela Marron^ 
Mrs. Constance Marvin 
Robin & Karl May 
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 
Ms. Linda M. McKay 
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 
Mr. David Mellor 
Ms. Judith Mendelsohn^ 
David Kremer & Marla Miller 
Mr. James C. Moora 
Margaret & Frank Morrow 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Mr. William Nathan 
Neiman Marcus, Union Square^ 
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 
Berniece & Pat Patterson 
Mrs. Sophie Perisic 
Sonja & Jon Perkins,  

in honor of Susan & Eric Johnston 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson 
Carrie Schwab-Pomerantz^ 
Patricia Rees-Miller 
Dr. Michelle Rhyu 
John and Elizabeth Riccitiello^ 
Audrey & Paul L. Richards,  

in memory of L. Willard Richards and  
in honor of Ms. Ellen L. Hahn 

Zack & Orli Rinat 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 
John E. Ruden 
Ms. Beth Scanlan 
Sondra Schlesinger 
Mr. Daniel Schoerner & Ms. Donna Pitteri 
Steve & Sally Schroeder 
Pamela W. Sebastian 
Steven E. Shladover 

Neal H. Shorstein, MD 
Judith & Walter Sleeth 
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Mrs. Linda Snyder 
Gideon* & Cheryl Sorokin 
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova &  

Mr. Payam Mirrashidi^ 
Mary Jean Stempien & James Stricker^ 
Jeffrey L. Stern, M.D. 
Dr. Nell Stinson,  

in memory of Melchior Thompson 
Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 
Dr. Peter & Mindy Sun^ 
Dr. & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr. 
Joshua & Cristin Szarek^ 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 
William Laney Thornton &  

Pasha Dritt Thornton 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Anita & Edward Tortorici 
Leslie & Judy Vadasz 
Micaela van Zwoll^ 
Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek 
Margaret Wadhwani^ 
Bob & Gail Walker 
Yue Wang^ 
Wallace & Eve Wertsch^ 
Mr. Richard P. & Catherine M. West 
Brayton Wilbur Foundation 
Lilah & Alex Wolf,  

in honor of Leslie & George Hume 
Toni Wolfson & Robert Federighi^ 
Ms. Eileen C. Wong 
Russell & Marilyn* Wylie 
Ms. Diana Yee 
Ms. Kay Yun & Mr. Andre Neumann-Loreck 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anonymous (5) 
  
M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
B R O N Z E  
$7,500–$9,999 
Dr. Afsaneh Akhtari^ 
Mr. Ernesto Alfaro & Mr. Robert Noga 
Ms. Ann Baer^ 
Linda S. Barrett 
Brad & Susie Berenson 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bliss 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz^ 
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby 
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson 
Park & Joan Chamberlain 
Rudy Ciuca & Joseph Lawrence 
Dr. Charles Connor & Ms. Parisa Ghezelbash 
Dodie & Peter Crawford^ 
Kimberly & Mark Dempster^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Pauline Eveillard & Doug Gould^ 
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 
K Gabrielson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 
Mr. Frederick Grauer 
John J. Gray 
John & Johnnie Hafernik,  

in memory of Ms. Betty M. Bekgran 
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 
Charles & Brandi Hudson^ 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Mr. Sven E. Kjaersgaard 
Markos & Eleni Tsakopoulos-Kounalakis Fund^ 
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott Sagan 
Kurt A. Latta 
Drs. May Loo & William Thurston 
Nathaniel M. Lopez^ 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
Mr. Thomas Magnani & Mr. Chris Orsine^ 
The Malin Family^ 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Timothy J. Marten, M.D. & Ms. Mary C. Heylin^ 
Kenneth P. McNeely^ 
Edith P. Mendez 
Ronald D. Morrison 
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 

Joyce Newstat^ 
Opera Omaha 
Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D. 
Edward & Lynn Poole^ 
Anne B. Popkin^ 
Ms. Nora Quattrin 
Arthur & Keiko Roosa^ 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson^ 
Donald Sobelman & Leishia Woolwine 
Ms. M. Melanie Searle & Mr. Robert F. St. John 
Mr. Richard D. Tuck & Mr. Neale A. Grasham 
Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 
Mary & Terry Vogt 
Ms. Victoria Weatherford &  

Mr. Jordan Gardner^ 
Lisa Zabelle^ 
Cynthia & Marco Zuniga^ 
Anonymous (4) 

  
M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
I N T E R M E Z ZO  
$10,000–$14,999 
Dr. Katherine Adams & Mr. Ralph Adams 
Amir V. Adibi & Shannon R. Clawson 
Sig Anderman 
Ms. Susan Anders,  

in memory of Andrew Streitwieser 
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & Benjamin Carl Anderson^ 
David & Judith Preves Anderson,  

in honor of Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
James & Cheryl Babcock 
Mr. Alexandre Balkanski^ 
Mark Barrenechea & Sydney Leung 
Frank S. Bayley* 
James Scott Bays 
Joanna Beam 
Ms. Brenda Beckett 
Patricia & Edwin Berkowitz 
David Bertoni 
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey^ 
Ms. Elizabeth F. Birka-White^ 
Athena & Timothy Blackburn^ 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm^ 
Ms. Jennifer Braun & Mr. Raymond Ryan 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Mrs. Karen Broido 
Joseph & Linda Bronson 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Jeanne & William Cahill 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey 
Jeffrey Chambers & Andrea Okamura 
Dr. Barry & Simi Chehrazi^ 
Alice Corning 
Shahla Cowan^ 
George & Susan Crow 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy^ 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek 
Judith & Philip* Erdberg,  

in honor of Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman^ 
Cheryl Fippen 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Flack 
Lisa Z. Gamshad,  

in memory of Dr. Eleanor L. Zuckerman 
Mr. Michael M. Garland & Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Nanette Gartrell, M.D. &  

Dee Mosbacher, M.D., Ph.D., in honor of  
Ms. Patricia Racette & Ms. Beth Clayton 

Kurt Tristan Geselbracht & Francisco Guevara 
Dorothy Gietzen 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Marcia & Geoffrey Green 
Bernice E. Greene 
Salvador Gutierrez^ 
Bro Halff 
Sandra Handler 
Joseph H. Harris, Jr. 
Dr. M. Henry Heines & Ms. Katherine Fines 
Martha & Michael Helms 

* deceased^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 
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* deceased

Carol F. Henry 
Peggy Hill 
Austin & Sara* Hills^ 
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug Hammerich^ 
Kimberly M. Hughes^ 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Arlene Inch^ 
Ms. Libby Ingalls 
Robert & Riki Intner 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries^ 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Fred Karren 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Mr. F. Curt Kirschner Jr.^ 
Linda & Robert* Klett 
Laurie Kottmeyer & Bianca Duarte 
Bill & Jeanne Landreth 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon^ 
Mr. John E. Lee 
Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann 
Ms. Patricia Leicher 
Mr. Donald R. Leighton & Mr. Hector Yee 
Allan Lerch,  

in memory of Anne Lerch 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Bernice Lindstrom^ 
Dr. Kris Ludwigsen 
Arlee & Paul* Maier 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras^ 
Irena Matijas^ 
Helen & John Meyer^ 
Mr. Robert B. Mison^ 
Don & Rene Morgan 
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin* 
William O. Morris,  

in memory of Susan Woodbury Morris 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Dr. Lois Levine Mundie 
Janet Napolitano 
James A. Noe, III^ 
Judy O'Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser 
Dr. Richard & Jean Park 
Marianne H. Peterson 
Frances Petrocelli 
Ms. Merrill Randol & Dr. Stephen Sherwin^ 
Barbara J. Ross 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Sakana Foundation,  

in honor of Keith Geeslin 
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Mr. Sean M. SeLegue^ 
Sara Shahin,  

in memory of Annaliese Munetic 
Mr. David J. Shimmon^ 
Dr. & Mrs.* Marvin Smoller 
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein Duty & Devotion 

Memorial Fund 
Dr. David Streitwieser,  

in memory of Andrew Streitwieser 
Mr. Samuel Test 
Mr. Terrence Tilley 
TL Trust 
Mr. Frank Trumbower,  

in honor of Dr. Lester B. Jacobson 
Lilian Chi Tsai^ 
Ms. Heidi Ulrich,  

in memory of Ursula Bisconer 
Urbanek Family Foundation 
Mr. Nicola Volpi^ 
Ms. Ann Yvonne Walker & Mr. David M. Jones 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Ronald & Emely Weissman^ 
Gretchen Wolfe Hansen 
Barbara Wollschleger Smith 
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund 
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation 
Christopher Zuber^ 
Anonymous (9)

MEDALLION SILVER CIRCLE 
$15,000–$24,999 
Dorrit Ahbel 
Francesca & Jeff Amann^ 
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Kathryn & Frederick Baron,  

in honor of Kate & Matthew Shilvock 
Michael F. Barrientos 
Robert H. Beadle^ 
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes &  

Mr. Harold O. Hughes 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Mark R. Chaitkin & P. Cecilia Storr 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 
Janet Cluff^ 
Anne Cochran Sutton^ 
Coterie Cathedral Hill 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil^ 
Denise M. Cutler 
Timothy D. Dattels & Kristine M. Johnson 
Shirley Davis & Paul Sack 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Dolby Laboratories 
Dr. Julita Fong * 
Dianne A. Fowler 
Linle & Jim Froeb^ 
Ann & Daniel Girard^ 
Glasser Family Fund 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Anne Gray 
Ms. Violet Grgich & Mr. Colin Shipman^ 
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green 
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Mrs. Peter E. Haas^ 
Mary & Craig* Henderson 
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 
Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho 
H. B. & Lucille Horn Foundation 
Jurika, Mills & Keifer 
Kaiser Permanente 
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Mr. Matt Lecar 
Frank Lewis,  

in honor of Ildiko Lewis 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Dr. Darryl L. Raszl 
Sylvia R. Lindsey^ 
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Dr. & Mrs.* H. H. Loomis, Jr.,  

in honor of David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Edward Koester 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Teresa & Mark Medearis^ 
Al Medvitz & Jean McCormack^ 
Annika Mickos^ 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Mr. D. G. Mitchell 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Alice Ames Morison 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu^ 
Sally & Craig Nordlund 
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd^ 
Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr.* & Diana V. Rogers,  

in memory of Ms. Suzanne Orrick 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Pelosi^ 
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder 
Margaret & Vic Quattrin^ 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Suzanne & Robert Redfern-West 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Mrs. William C. Robison 
Bob & Terri Ryan^ 
Todd & Sandra Sachs^ 
Michael Sack 

Joanna Sachs^ 
Phil Black & Brigitte Sandquist 
Debra R. Schoenberg, Esq.  

Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C. 
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 
Reg & Marianne Steer 
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler^ 
Ms. Marimar Torres^ 
Ms. Lisa Tough 
Barbara L. Traisman^ 
Mrs. Misty W. Tyree^ 
Ms. Barbara Walkowski^ 
Sheila Wishek 
Diane & Howard Zack 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous () 
 

L E A D E R S H I P G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 
11 Fremont Residences^ 
Accenture - San Francisco^ 
Mr. Brian G. Atwood & 

 Ms. Lynne H. Edminster^ 
The Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
Brigid S. Barton 
Darla & Richard Bastoni,  

in memory of Craig Henderson 
Fred & Betty Bialek 
Jennifer M. Bienaimé^ 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Jared & Claire Bobrow^ 
Dr. Sean P. Bohen &  

Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen^ 
Jamie & Philip Bowles^ 
Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 
Ellie & Theodore Brown^ 
Donald D. Campbell 
David & Karin Chamberlain^ 
Leonard & Marie Collins^ 
Michèle Beigel Corash & Laurence Corash 
James Cross & Charles Antonen^ 
Peter & Jayne Davis,  

in memory of James H. Schwabacher 
John* & Bonnie Demergasso 
Robert & Dana Emery 
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Anna & Steve Fieler^ 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
Ms. Margarita Gandia &  

Ms. Diana Campoamor^ 
The John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Hon. Barry Goode 
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves^ 
Clelia Gray 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
James Heagy,  

in memory of Jayne Heagy 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Susan & Eric Johnston^ 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English^ 
Jeffrey & Anne Katz^ 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 
Ms. Wanda Kownacki^ 
Noëlle Leca & Michael Moradzadeh 
Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation 
Jennifer Coslett MacCready 
Max Mara^ 
Sir Deryck Maughan,  

in honor of Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Patrick McCabe 
Nion McEvoy & Leslie Berriman 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Cathy & Howard Moreland^ 
James Moule 
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering 
Paul Nordine 

Marcus & Lisa Ogawa 
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & Dr. Gerhard H. Parker^ 
Neil & Elsa S. Pering 
Mary & Bill Poland^ 
Ruth Quigley 
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid* 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard^ 
Isabel & Insik Rhee^ 
Linnea & George Roberts 
Marieke Rothschild 
Chandra & Michael Rudd^ 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald 
Ms. Ruth A. Short^ 
Abraham D. & Marian S. Sofaer 
Maureen O'Brien Sullivan 
Ann Classen Treadwell^ 
TriplePoint Capital^ 
William & Mikiko Walker 
Steven & Jennifer Walske^ 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.)^ 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
A Grateful Patron,  

in honor of Mr. Rufus Olivier Jr. &  
Alondra Orellana & Ethan Williams 

Anonymous 
  

L E A D E R S H I P P L AT I N U M  
C I R C L E  
$50,000–$74,999 
Romana D. Bracco^ 
Richard & Sylvia Condon 
Marion M. Cope 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons^ 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton^ 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
Jane Marks Hartley^ 
Thomas E. Horn & Bob Ross Foundation^ 
Anne & Timothy Kahn^ 
Candace Zander Kahn^ 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern^ 
Jack Klingelhofer 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Karen J. Kubin^ 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
Julian & Willie Sue Orr 
Anthony & Shipley Salewski 
Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
Roselyne Chroman Swig^ 
Ms. Nadine M. Tang 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
James & Beth Wintersteen 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian James^ 
Anonymous,  

in honor of Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Anonymous 
  

L E A D E R S H I P D I A M O N D  
C I R C L E   
$75,000–$99,999 
Valerie Crane Dorfman^ 
Alexander* & Antonia Cross^ 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore^ 
The McMurtry Family 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Pease Family Fund^ 

O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

^ giving total includes a contribution to Opera Ball 

To view a listing of our valued Endowment Fund donors,  

please visit our website at sfopera.com/give/individual-giving
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O U R  D O N O R  FA M I LY  CONTINUED

AS S O C I AT E  P R O D U C E R  
$100,000–$249,999 

Robert Mailer Anderson & Nicola Miner 

Mr. & Mrs.* Joachim Bechtle 

Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 

Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 

Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 

The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation 

Julie Dickson 

Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 

Jerome Guillen & Jeremy Gallaher 

Sylvia & John Hughes 

Leslie & George Hume 

The William G. Irwin Charity Foundation 

Stephen & Choongja Kahng 

William & Gretchen Kimball Fund 

Susan & Philip Marineau 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 

Nancy S. Mueller 

Ms. Barbara Oshman 

Pamela & Richard Rigg 

Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock 

The Theodore Rosenberg Charitable Foundation 

in honor of Rose O’Shaughnessy Rosenberg 

Charles P. Russell 

Betty & Jack Schafer 

Barbara Moller Ward 

Anonymous (2) 

 

P R O D U C E R   
$250,000–$499,999 

Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 

Carol Franc Buck Foundation 

Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 

Margareta & Staffan Encrantz 

Grants for the Arts 

Koret Foundation 

 

E X EC U T I V E  P R O D U C E R  
$500,000–$999,999 

Bob Ellis 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Anonymous 

 

CO M PA N Y S P O N S O R S  
$1,000,000 and Above 

Norby Anderson 

Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 

The Dolby Family 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Peter Fenton & Kate Greer 

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation For The Arts 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 

Franklin & Catherine Johnson 

Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 

Steven M. Menzies 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 

Dianne & Tad Taube 

Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds 

Diane B. Wilsey 

Barbara A. Wolfe 

San Francisco Opera is grateful for the philanthropic investments of our Producers Circle members and Company 
Sponsors. These generous opera lovers care deeply about continuing the legacy that the Company’s founders 
established, creating world-class opera productions for all to enjoy. 

* deceased
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Feb 18
HERTZ HALL

Erin Morley, soprano 
Malcolm Martineau, piano

One of today’s most in-
demand lyric coloratura 
sopranos, Erin Morley has 
appeared in more than 
100 Met performances, 
most notably as Sophie 
in Der Rosenkavalier, 
Olympia in Tales of 
Hoffmann, Constance 
in Les Dialogues des 
Carmélites, and Pamina 
in The Magic Flute. Here 
the supremely sensitive 
Martin Martineau joins 
Morley for this magical 
recital performance.

Ema Nikolovska, 
mezzo-soprano
Howard Watkins, piano

Mar 10
HERTZ HALL

Amina Edris, soprano 
Pene Pati, tenor 
Robert Mollicone, piano 
Voyages 

Apr 23
ZELLERBACH HALL

Darlings of the opera world, the wife 
and husband duo of soprano Amina 
Edris and tenor Pene Pati returns to 
the Bay Area with a varied program of 
songs traversing eras and continents. 

Mar 17
HERTZ HALL

Feb 9
ZELLERBACH HALL

Renowned Schubertians, tenor Mark 
Padmore and pianist Mitsuko Uchida 
together tread a path of existential 
discovery in Schubert’s setting of 
Wilhelm Müller’s poems about love and 
loss, inviting us into the anguished inner 
world of the poem’s protagonist and 
bringing to vivid life the barren winter 
landscape of his solitary wanderings. 

Apr 9
ZELLERBACH HALL

Jakub Józef Orliński, 
countertenor 

Il Pomo d’Oro 
BeyondBeyond
Riveting Polish countertenor Jakub Józef 
Orliński returns to Berkeley this season with 
the sensational ensemble Il Pomo d’Oro, in a 
program of rarely performed works from the 
16th and 17th centuries—by Monteverdi, Caccini, 
Frescobaldi, Cavalli, Strozzi, and others. 

Mark Padmore, tenor 
Mitsuko Uchida, piano 
Schubert’s Winterreise

Radiant soprano 
Renée Fleming 
graces Berkeley 
with her star power 
once again, lending 
her warmth and 
sensitivity to a recital 
program of songs 
and arias in several 
languages. 

Radiant soprano 

The Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem 
Great Artist Performance 

Renée Fleming, soprano 
2023 Kennedy Center Honoree Howard Watkins, Howard Watkins, 

Possessing a rare 
combination of 
artistic sensitivity and 
technical skill and with 
an impressive array 
of honors already 
in hand, the young 
mezzo-soprano Ema 
Nikolovska visits with 
a program featuring 
songs by Schubert, 
Robert Schumann, and 
Debussy in her Cal 
Performances debut.

Works by Duparc, Ravel, Saint-Saëns, Quilter, 
and Vaughan Williams, and traditional songs 
from Egypt and Samoa 

calperformances.org    |    510.642.9988

// 2023–24 Season
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* deceased

Bel Canto Legacy Society

Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Norman Abramson & David Beery* 
Kenneth & Barbara Adams 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Mr. Carlos R. Alas, Jr. &  

Mr. Philip Beckerman 
Ms. Karin Albright 
Mrs. Elaine L. Alden 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Anthony J. Alfidi 
H. Loren Allen 
Robin Lee Allen 
Paul B. Althouse 
Drs. Kjerstin Irja & 

Benjamin Carl Anderson 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert C. Anderson 
Ms. Sheila Ash 
Elizabeth Avakian 
Bobbi & Marty Bach 
Margot Shinnamon Bach 
M. L. Baird, 

in memory of 
Travis & Marion Baird 

Martha Baker 
Zachary Baker 
David & Christine* Balabanian 
Deborah Banks & Randy Porter 
Cantor Roslyn Barak 
Elizabeth Barlow &  

Stephen McClellan 
Marie L. Bartee 
Beata E. Bartholomay 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Steve & Ina Bauman 
Ms. Angela Bazigos 
Robert H. Beadle 
Merle Becker 
Milada Belaya 
Robert Henry Bellamy 
Pascal J. F. Belloncle 
Ruth & Frank* Belvin 
Trish Benedict 
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey &  

Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin* 
Shannyn Bessoni 
Heide Betz 
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder 
Betty Bispo 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Ms. Susan S. Blake 
Claire & Jared Bobrow 
Alison Boeckmann 
Drs. Seymour* & Sylvia Boorstein 
Christine M. Boulanger, MD 
Mr. Christopher L. Bowen 
Jamie Nicol Bowles 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Randall Bowman 
Romana D'Angelo Bracco 
Jackson & Lisa Braider 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton 

Karen Broido 
Scotty Brookie 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown 
Jerry W. Brown 
Mr.* & Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
Donald Buhman &  

C. Wray Humphrey 
Ralph & Clairelee Leiser Bulkley 
James R. Burch 
Karen L. Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem L. Prak 
Lisa Bury 
Charles Bush & Calvin Lau 
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli* 
Richard Buth & James Schull 
Mrs. James P. Butler 
Marilyn & Michael* Cabak 
Jack Calhoun 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White 
Frances Campra 
Anne-Maree Cantwell, MD 
Hans Cardenas 
James Carlson 
Betty J. Carmack 
Benedick Chai & Robert Nelson 
Mark R. Chaitkin 
Mrs. Hella Cheitlin 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Gillian Clark 
Ms. Courtney Clarkson 
Carlyn Clause &  

Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mariel Claxton 
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner 
Dr. Carolyn J. Cline 
Lloyd* & Janet Cluff 
Roberta Colin 
Marie Collins 
Tony & SueAnn Converse 
Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook 
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope 
Dewayne Cornelious 
Susan Costello 
Jennifer Cowan 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Doug & Vivian Crisman 
Camille Crittenden 
Carl Croft-Steve Fletcher- 

Delwin Rimbey* 
James Cross & Charles Antonen 
George & Susan Crow 
John & Lois Crowe 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Douglas P. Cyr 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
David Dall 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Anne Dauer 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis 
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 
Cornelia Y. de Schepper 

Martha Debs 

Virginia Debs 

Judith Deniz 

Ulric & Glenda Dennis 

Anita Jean Denz 

Ms. Jackie Deskin 

Eric Dew 

Maria E. Dichov 

Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 

Jerome & Thao Dodson 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Jeanne Dorward 

Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 

Ms. Sarah A. Douglas 

Dr. Nancy Doyle &  

Dr. George L. Smith, Jr.* 

Stephen Ringland Drewes 

Pat Dubrow 

Barbara J. Dwyer 

John* & Dimitra Efstathiou 

Alan F. Egan, J.P. 

Ludmila & Peter Eggleton 

Stephen Eimer &  

Kevin Ann Cartwright 

Gretchen Elliott 

Bob Ellis 

Christine M. Englund 

Barbara & Ed Eschbach 

Patricia M. Evans 

Mrs. Joan Falender 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick 

Jessena Finn 

Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 

Jack & Marsha Firestone 

Candace Fitzgerald 

Lucille V. Fjoslien 

Ms. Kristina Flanagan 

Martha J. Foltz 

Mary & Tom* Foote 

Barbara Jean Fopp 

David F. Freedman 

Barbara & William* Friede 

Joseph & Antonia Friedman 

K Gabrielson 

Parley Gagne 

Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 

Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. &  

Kenneth J. Denhard 

Sheilah Purcell Garcia 

Dewey Garrett 

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &  

Francisco Guevara 

Mr. & Mrs.* Gordon P. Getty 

Prof. Douglas C. Giancoli 

Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg 

Ione Gille 

John S. Gilmor 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Jane Gitschier 

David Gockley & Linda Kemper 

Don & MaryAnn Graulich 

Wanda Lee Graves &  
Stephen Duscha 

Anne Patricia Gray 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Ms. Julie Green 
Roger W. Green 
Dr. Elizabeth Green-Sah 
Zane O. Gresham &  

Carole J. Robinson 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Ursula Grunfeld 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Fran Hall 
Kristina K. Hall 
Michael Carrillo Hall 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Hunter Harris 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David* Hartley 
Fred Hartwick 
Mrs. Janine Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy 
Lisa A. Heilman-Cozzalio 
Mary & Craig* Henderson 
Donald A. Hermann 
John S. Higgins, Jr. 
Lawrence & Terry Hill 
Peggy Hill 
Ian Hinchliffe 
Robert W. Hofer 
Kenneth L. Holford 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Marilyn Horne 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Sally V. Houston 
Margaret E. Hoyt 
Linda Humber 
Leslie & George Hume 
Marian Huntoon 
Libby Ingalls 
Mr. Alex Ingersoll 
Robert & Riki Intner 
Marsha Irwin 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Yorke* & Jacqueline Jacobson 
John* & Nancy Jalonen 
Robin & Ginny Jaquith 
Ms. Christine Jarc 
Bruce M. Jewett 
Mac & Mary Jordan 
Sally Jordan 
Dr. Devorah Joseph,  

in memory of Irving Joseph 
Joan Juster 
Bradley & Susan Justice 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Mrs. Gloria S. Kaplan 
Barbara Karn 
Elizabeth Karnazes 
Dick* & Sherry Karrenbrock 

Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Mr. Joel Kaufmann 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

Dr. David D. Stein 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Nelda Kilguss 
Sally Lane Kirby 
Linda & Robert* Klett 
Leonard F. Klosinski 
Edson K. Kong, Esq. 
Laura M. Kozel 
Mrs. Christine Kradjian 
Ms. Barbara Kral 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Charles C. Kredensor &  

Frederic S. Saunders 
Herbert* & Barbara Kreissler 
Karen J. Kubin 
Aman I. Kumar 
Michael L. Kurt 
Joan Kwansa 
Regina Lackner 
Judith Lamberti M.D. 
Judy & Donald Langley 
Randall E. Laroche &  

David G. Laudon 
Dr. James P. Laumond M.D. 
Beverly & Richard Lavine 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Olive Lawton 
Samuel Leask 
Mr. Leslie Wayne Lee 
Paul E. LeMal M.D. 
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt 
Cliff Leventhal,  

in memory of Arlene Leventhal 
Frank & Ildiko Lewis 
Mr. George B. Lewis 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. &  

Darryl L. Raszl, M.D. 
Elizabeth Lim 
Lawrence & Silvia Lin 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom 
Donald R. Lipp 
Allan M. Lluch 
Maurice E. Loomis 
Shirley* & Hersch Loomis 
Mr. Nathaniel M. Lopez 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
George F. Lucas &  

Thomas Rothgiesser 
Rita & Nicola Luisotti 
Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Edward Koester 
Andrew F. Maguire 
Cynthia & John Major 
Jackie & Art Mancini 
Robert G. Manette 

Legacy gifts, for example including San Francisco Opera in your will, strengthen our 
long-term ability to create great opera performances and learning programs. We 
salute with appreciation those patrons who have made a legacy commitment to San 
Francisco Opera Association becoming Bel Canto Legacy Society members as of 
September 6, 2023. Please consider joining this extraordinary group. To learn more, 
please contact legacygiving@sfopera.com.

Marilyn Horne,  
Honorary Chairwoman 
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FULL PAGE AD
TK

HARRY CLARKE
BY DAVID CALE
DIRECTED BY LEIGH SILVERMAN
NOV 15–DEC 23, 2023

CULT OF LOVE
BY LESLYE HEADLAND
DIRECTED BY TRIP CULLMAN
IN ASSOCIATION WITH RED YES STUDIO, RACHEL SUSSMAN, AND SEAVIEW

JAN 26–MAR 3, 2024

berkeleyrep.org
510 647-2949

BERKELEY REP
2025 ADDISON ST., BERKELEY, CA
1/2 BLOCK FROM DOWNTOWN BERKELEY BART

SEASON SPONSORS

DON'T MISS A MOMENT

Tony and Emmy Award-winning actor
Billy Crudup returns to Berkeley Rep
in a tour-de-force thriller!

A ruthlessly funny new comedy from the 
creator of Netflix’s hit series Russian Doll.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
FOR FIRST ACCESS TO THE NEW, BROADWAY-BOUND MUSICAL 

BOOK BY DANNY STRONG | MUSIC AND LYRICS BY MICHAEL WEINER & ZOE SARNAK
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL MAYER | CHOREOGRAPHED BY DAVID NEUMANN
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Mr. Joseph Marino Jr. 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
David Marsten 
Evelyn S. Martinez 
Marilyn Mathers 
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian 
James McCarthy 
Eileen McCauley 
Florence & William McConnell 
Donald L. McGee 
John G. McGehee 
Mr. Michael McGinley 
Dr. Marguerite McInnes 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Linda M. McKay 
Giselle McKellar 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Ms. Marilyn McMillan 
The McMurtry Family 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
Bill Medigovich 
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis 
H. Craig Melchert 
Edward Merrick 
Robert Messick 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Diane Compagno Miller 
George M. Miller 
J. Sanford Miller 
Ann Bogush Millican 
Birgit & Eitan Milstein 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
John Minnich 
Bill & Susan Mirbach 
Mr. D. G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Andrew Morris 
William O. & Susan* W. Morris 
Milton Mosk* & Thomas Foutch 
Ms. Kathleen Much 
Nancy S. Mueller 
Manfred K. Mundelius 
Heidi Munzinger 

Majbritt Murdock 
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D. 
Mrs. John* H. Musey 
Vija Hovgard Nadai 
Marilyn & David Nasatir 
Howard Neckel 
Theresa Nelson & Barney Smits 
H. Andrea Neves, Ph.D., H.L.D. 
Roselee Nichols 
Leif Fredebo Nielsen 
John O. Nigh 
Mary L. Nilan 
Paul Nordine 
Dante Noto 
Norman* & Hillevi Null 
Steven Oakey & Brent McGee 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Mr. David Todd Oldroyd 
Brian Olson 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr 
Brenda Osborne 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Father David F. Pace 
Thomas Pajak 
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Barbara H. Paley 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Anette Penner 
David & Gail Perin 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Jess G. Perry 
Cinda & Spence* Perry 
Dame Donna Petersen 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Roger & Deborah* Potash 
Mrs. Mary Powell 
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YOUR 
SUPPORT 
COULDN’T 
BE MORE 
URGENT
A healthy ocean is the key to our 

future. The ocean absorbs 93% of the 

heat from greenhouse emissions and 

buffers the severity of climate impacts. 

Our work to inspire people to protect 

the ocean has never been more urgent, 

and you can make a difference.

Your support will help us expand our 

critically important conservation work. 

Thank you.

Join our Ocean Advocate Donor Circle today at MontereyBayAquarium.org/SupportNow
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In Song
G O S P E L .  F O L K .  M A R I A C H I . 

T R A D I T I O N A L  S A M O A N  A N D  E G Y P T I A N  M U S I C .

A N D  S O  M U C H  M O R E . 

 
Through story and song, this intimate video portrait series 

explores the cultural traditions that inform the personal 
and musical journeys of some of opera’s greatest performers. 
A San Francisco Opera/Lumahai Productions collaboration. 

B E  A  P A R T  O F  T H E I R  S T O R I E S  A T  S F O P E R A . C O M / I N S O N G

Pene Pati

Pretty YendeJ’Nai BridgesJamie Barton

Arturo Chacón-Cruz

Photos (clockwise from top left): Mostafa Abdel Aty; Karli Evans; Zane Gan; Luke Foley-Martin;  
Deborah Rossouw; Taylor Ballantyne; Taylor Ballantyne; Florencia Trincheri. 
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A C T  I  
SCENE ONE: 1806, Futa Toro (a region of West Africa now part 
of Senegal) In his peaceful village, Omar ibn Said chants verses 
from the Quran. Omar’s mother, Fatima, a spiritual matriarch of 
the village, leads the community in a prayer to Allah. Worried that 
his village will fall prey to the slavers pillaging the region, Omar’s 
brother Abdul has been negotiating with them for the safety of his 
people. Omar believes that Allah has a plan for him, but Fatima 
cautions him that the plan might not be what he anticipates. 

Abdul discovers that he has been deceived, and he warns his 
family to ee the coming raiders. But it is too late. Warriors 
overrun the compound and begin taking people prisoner. Fatima 
is killed in the chaos.  
 
SCENE TWO: The Middle Passage Omar is shackled closely 
together with other prisoners in the cramped cargo hold of a 
slave ship. The desperate prisoners, each of them with their own 
individual life stories, pray to survive their horrendous journey.  
 
SCENE THREE: The Charleston Slave Market The enslaved 
woman Julie has been kidnapped and dragged to the market for 
sale. She plans to escape her kidnapper and return to the Owen 
plantation in Fayetteville, which seems like a better option than 
the uncertain future that awaits her at the market. Julie 
recognizes that the newly arrived Omar doesn’t comprehend 
what is about to happen to him. She tries to explain to Omar (who 
cannot understand her words) that if he manages to run away, he 
should try to make it to Fayetteville. 

The slave auction begins. A family is brought up for sale. The 
father, Abe, pleads to be allowed to remain together, but the parents 
are sold separately from their young son. When Omar is led to the 
podium, his cap is removed and ung into the crowd, and Julie picks 
it up. In his anguish, Omar sees the spirit of his mother, who signals 
that Julie has managed to get free of her bonds. He creates a 
distraction so that Julie can escape. Omar is sold to Johnson. 
 
SCENE FOUR: Johnson plantation Enslaved workers sing a work 
song as they labor. Omar keeps to himself. Johnson shouts at one 
of the men and strikes him. He then turns his wrath to Omar, 
asserting his authority in an unfamiliar language and sending him 
to pick cotton in the elds. 
 
SCENE FIVE: Johnson plantation, ve months later As Omar 
sleeps, the spirit of Omar’s mother watches over him. Johnson’s 
voice is heard, furiously calling for Omar. At his mother’s urging, 
Omar escapes.

— I N T E R M I S S I O N —  
 

A C T  I I  
SCENE ONE: Fayetteville County Jail Omar has escaped but is 
eventually captured. He prays and writes Quranic verses in 
Arabic on the walls of the jail cell. This catches the attention of 
the townspeople, who wonder where he came from. The 
plantation owner Owen is urged by his daughter Eliza to buy 
Omar, who has by now learned to speak English. Owen questions 
Omar about his background, and their discussion turns to 
matters of spirituality. Owen sees an opportunity to convert 
Omar to Christianity. 
 
SCENE TWO: Owen plantation The enslaved workers come to 
the end of the day’s labors. One of them, Katie Ellen, is surprised 
that Julie has returned to the plantation. Owen and his friend 
Taylor arrive with Omar and introduce him to the other enslaved 
workers, who remind Omar that they all must be wary. Julie is 
impressed that Omar has followed her advice. She tells him that 
her father used to wear a cap like Omar’s. When she was a child, 
her father was sold and taken away. She has kept Omar’s cap all 
this time because it reminded her of her father, and she gives it 
back to Omar. 
 
SCENE THREE: Owen’s study Owen and Taylor are excited 
about the prospect of converting Omar to their faith, which will 
give Owen a great deal of prestige in his community. Owen gives 
Omar a Christian Bible written in Arabic and asks him to write 
"The Lord is my Shepherd” in that language. Omar actually writes 
the words “I want to go home.” 
 
SCENE FOUR As Omar reads his new Bible under a tree, he 
asks Allah the meaning of his life journey. He recites and 
reinterprets Psalm 23 from the point of view of an enslaved 
Muslim. The scene ends with a choral amen, as Omar intones an 
Islamic prayer.  
 
SCENE FIVE Julie is fascinated that Omar can read and write. 
She encourages him to write a book. The spirit of Fatima joins 
Julie in urging Omar to write about his experiences and his faith. 
As he nds his voice, Omar calls on people of the Carolinas and of 
America to honor the tenets of their faith. The company joins 
Omar in praising the omnipresence of Allah in all that has been 
and in all that will be. 
 
Synopsis by Mark Lyons, courtesy of Los Angeles OperaOffstage 

Banda: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons,  

S Y N O P S I S

Omar 
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Omar 
 

Opera in two acts  

Music by Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels  

Libretto by Rhiannon Giddens  

 

(Sung in English with English supertitles) 
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John Kennedy * 
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Micheline Russell-Brown * 
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Pablo Santiago * 
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Joshua Higgason * 

Chorus Director 
John Keene 
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Robert Mollicone 
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César Cañón 
Yang Lin † 

John Churchwell 
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Jose Maria Condemi 
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Assistant Stage Managers 
Jonathan S. Campbell 
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Dance Master  
Colm Seery  

Fight Director 
Dave Maier 
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Ryan O’Steen 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  5, 2023 • 2 PM 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 • 7:30 PM 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 • 7:30 PM 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 • 7:30 PM 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 • 7:30 PM 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 • 7:30 PM

C A S T  
(in order of vocal appearance) 

 

                                                                 Omar           Jamez McCorkle * 

                                Fatima (Omar’s Mother)          Taylor Raven  

                        Abdul (Omar’s brother)/Abe          Norman Garrett * 

                                                           Amadou          Edward Graves † 

                                                             Olufemi          Calvin Griffin * 

                                                          Suleiman          Kenneth Overton 

                                                                   Julie          Brittany Renee * 

                                         Auctioneer/Taylor          Barry Banks  

                                               Johnson/Owen          Daniel Okulitch 

                                                                   Eliza          Laura Krumm 

                                           Katie Ellen/Caller          Rehanna Thelwell * 

                                             Ancestral Figure          Jermaine McGhee * 

Chorus Soloists 

William O’Neill, Chester Pidduck, Jessica–Elisabeth*, Thalia Moore*, Earl Hazell, 

Christopher Craig*, Aleta Braxton*, John Fluker*, Alexander Taite,  

Sydnee Turrentine-Johnson*, William Lee Bryan, Joanna Lynn-Jacobs*,  

Melissa Dufort*, John Fulton, Ernest C. Jackson, Jr.*, Chloe Vaught*,  

Wilford Kelly*, Johanne Daniel* 

Senegalese Villagers, Freed, and Enslaved people 
 

* San Francisco Opera debut   † Current Adler Fellow 
 
 

ACT I 
 

—INTERMISSION— 
 

ACT II 
 
 

The performance will last approximately two hours and forty-five minutes with one intermission. 

Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.  

Patrons who leave during the performance may not be reseated until intermission.  

The use of cameras, cell phones, and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.  

Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices. 
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Over the last few years, we have been in the 
 bones of the country. The bones of our own 
psyches. And we have been in the bones of 

our industry, of opera, of what it means to gather and 
share breath. 

The opera we share with you touches all these bones: 
the story of Omar ibn Said, a Fulani man, forced to the 
United States and enslaved, literate before stolen from his 
home in West Africa, and author of an autobiography. 

The West has a fantasy of its singularity, it imagines 
itself as consistent and xed. Opera lost itself to that lie. 
Tonight, we return the opera to itself. A form built on 
hundreds of years of cultural exchange, sonic exchange, 
formal and aesthetic encounters with “others.” A form 
dependent on many different kinds of artists teaming up. 
A form built of hybridity. Perhaps one of the only places 
big enough for Said’s journey, the contradiction, the 
violence, the holiness, the omissions, the terror, and the 
triumph. 

Slavery, of course, existed before people were torn 
from their homes in West Africa at gunpoint and enslaved 
in the United States. The institution of American Slavery 
created and named a permanent condition attached to 
your body. 

The ferocious clarity in American Slavery on the power 
of language was such that one of the most sacrosanct laws 
was that you could not teach enslaved people to read.  
Or write. 

And here, we have a text! From Omar ibn Said. Written 
by Omar. An Islamic scholar who was literate before 
mercenaries enslaved him. His autobiography is the 
prayer from which the music and words you hear tonight 
were created. The glory and triumph that his words exist, 
even if generated under duress, is holy. 

We gather to tell you Said’s story through the contest  
of languages in his life, spiritual languages, cultural 
languages, spoken and written languages, the language  
of materials like wood and fabric. And ultimately, his 
holding of all these languages simultaneously brims with 
resistance, omission, refusal, and reincarnation. 

Listening to the story of Omar ibn Said tonight, 
together, let us begin resetting the bones.   

D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E  B Y  K A N E Z A  S C H A A L

Kaneza Schaal / B A R T  M I C H I E L S — S T U D I O  K N Z
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Creating Omar

A  N O T E  F R O M  C O - C O M P O S E R  M I C H A E L  A B E L S  

Omar is the story of one man’s physical and spiritual journey, as 

told from veiled references in his own autobiography and 

interpreted through Rhiannon Giddens’ moving libretto. 

Musically, the piece shows as many influences as the many 

cultures it flows through, from the music of Senegal and the 

broader Muslim diaspora to the earliest melody transcribed 

from enslaved people in North America, to spirituals, bluegrass, 

Protestant hymns, Gershwin, and even a touch of Wagner. The 

chorus plays a prominent, active role in the work, as a way to 

center it in a Black community that is multifaceted and real. 

These diverse elements are unified via the use of a traditional 

orchestral palette and immensely singable vocal lines. 

A  N O T E  F R O M  C O - C O M P O S E R / L I B R E T T I S T  

R H I A N N O N  G I D D E N S  

Omar is at once a story of one man and of many. He is himself, 

trying to understand the shape his life has taken; he is the 

enslaved Muslim (of which there were so many more than we 

will ever know) seeking his community in any way he can; he is 

the eternal outsider. The fractured yet steadfast nature of the 

culture that formed around the members of the African 

diaspora struggling for survival in the Americas wraps around 

his journey, as I have envisioned it; the anonymous voices of 

the countless Black musical creators from my musical lineage 

are shot through a score that is nevertheless firmly situated at 

a crossroads of the folk and western classical traditions.  

Who was Omar? We will never really know. This Omar is 

merely one of a thousand different possible interpretations of 

his writings and what we know of his life. Nevertheless, I heard 

an echo of his voice reaching out to me over the centuries—I 

felt the spirits rise in me with every word written and every 

note composed. I felt the connection to a time that I cannot 

easily imagine; a time that tested the ancestors, gave no 

quarter, and took an unfathomable strength of spirit to survive. 

I hope this is merely the beginning of the artistic renderings of 

this remarkable man—let this not be the last operatic word on 

Omar, but merely the first. And I am honored it is so. 

Rhiannon Giddens / E B R U  Y I L D I Z

Michael Abels / E R I C  S C H W A B E L
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In the nal scene of the opera Omar, Julie, an 
enslaved woman who met the title character at a 
slave auction in Charleston, South Carolina, 

confesses her fascination with his literacy: “You know, 
they told me you could write / Didn’t really believe it, I 
don’t think / But then they gave you pen and ink / and you 
wrote a word.” Earlier in Act II, Julie shared that her 
father, sold away when she was 10 years old, wore the 
same traditional ku cap and adhered to similar dietary 
restrictions as Omar—that he, too, had been a Muslim. 
Julia urges Omar to use his ability to write as a buttress 
against the erasure of their shared histories. “Tell your 
story, Omar—you must / Or they will never know, and we 
will fade into dust.” The esh and blood Omar ibn Said, 
born in West Africa and enslaved in the American South, 

did write his story, and the opera that bears his name, by 
Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels, draws inspiration 
from those words and reveals their lasting power. 

One might situate The Life of Omar ibn Said among the 
roughly 6,000 surviving examples of the literary genre 
known as the slave narrative by African-descended people 
in the United States, including those contributed by 
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Jacobs, and 
Twelve Years a Slave protagonist Solomon Northup. But, for 
many reasons, Omar’s 13-page manuscript—written in 1831 
and rediscovered in a forgotten trunk in Alexandria, Virginia 
in 1995—stands apart. Above all, it is the only known slave 
narrative written in Arabic. The overwhelming majority of 
slave narratives were dictated to white writers and were 
often mediated by their editorial intervention and 

“Or they will never know” 
OMAR IBN SAID AND THE POWER OF THE WORD 

 
B Y  M A R K  B U R F O R D

Scene from Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar. / C O R Y  W E A V E R / L A  O P E R A
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daughter Eliza is transxed by the indecipherable beauty 
of Omar’s right-to-left script—“words that y”—telling 
her father: “Surely, if God wrote, he would write like that.”   

What we know about Omar from his autobiography is 
supplemented by the newspaper stories, journal articles, 
and memoirs that chronicle the singular slave who could 
write words his captors could not understand. Another 
feature of Omar’s biography underscored by white 
observers was his purported conversion to Christianity. 
Owen’s character in the opera respects Omar’s erudition 
but dismisses the substance of his beliefs. “He knows a 
few things, I’ll grant you,” Owen tells his friend Taylor, 
“but it’s clear he gives allegiance to a false God.” The 
conventional narrative of Omar’s spiritual journey is 
typied by an 1863 New York Observer article by 
Presbyterian minister William Plumer. “Gradually he 
seemed to lose his interest in the Koran, and to show 
more interest in the Sacred Scriptures, until he nally 
gave up his faith in Mahomet [Muhammad], and became a 
believer in Jesus Christ,” Plumer wrote. Islam “has been 
supplanted in his heart by the better faith in Christ Jesus.”  

Omar did claim that he converted to Christianity, and in 
his later years he regularly attended a Presbyterian 
church. But Plumer’s certainty that he abdicated Islamic 
scripture is belied by the fact that of the 13 surviving 
documents in Omar’s handwriting, the last, written in 1857 
when he was in his eighties, is a transcription the Surah 
(chapter from the Qur’an) al-Nasr, which celebrates the 
victory of Islam. Indeed, Omar’s autobiography, which 
expresses his unequivocal gratitude for Master Owens’ 
benevolence, begins with a prologue that we might read as 
slyly subversive anti-slavery protest: an extended 
quotation of Surah al-Mulk, which proclaims Allah to be 
the Master of all.  Religion scholar Kambiz GhaneaBassiri 
has argued that Omar negotiated the condition of being a 
Black African Muslim enslaved by white American 
Christians through Islam’s “poly-religious” capacity. This 

predilections in shaping the story. Omar’s autobiography 
has received multiple translations into English, but the 
unfamiliarity of Arabic to his contemporaries means that 
we have a version of his story in his own hand. It is also a 
unique instance of a slave narrative produced while the 
subject was still enslaved and written by an author who 
was literate well before being sold into bondage. 

From his autobiography we learn that Omar was born 
around 1770 in the Futa Toro region in present-day 
Senegal as a member of the predominantly Muslim Fulbe 
ethnic group and a scion of a wealthy family. A devout 
scholar of the Qur’an, Omar was immersed in study of this 
sacred book of Islam for 25 years, with his mother, 
featured prominently in the opera, as one of his teachers. 
At the time of his capture by raiding ethnic rivals in 1807—
just a year before the abolition of the United States slave 
trade—Omar was a teacher-scholar and a prosperous 
trader. His new life began when the conquering army 
“walked me to the big Sea, and sold me into the hand of a 
Christian man who bought me and walked me to the big 
Ship.” A month and a half later, he landed in Charleston 
and was sold to “a weak, small, evil man called Johnson,” 
from whom he escaped, walking more than 200 miles to 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, where he lived in servitude to 
James Owen until his death in 1864. 

The more humane and God-fearing Owen’s purchase 
of Omar, who went from backbreaking eld labor to life 
as a house servant and gardener, was precipitated by 
Omar’s literacy and faith. Islam was introduced to the 
United States most signicantly by enslaved Black 
Africans and some scholars estimate that as many as 
twenty percent of African arrivals were Muslim. Not 
many, however, were literate like Omar, who before he 
was sold to Owen gained local celebrity when, while on 
the run, he was captured and jailed for 16 days in 
Fayettesville and wrote prayers beseeching deliverance on 
the walls of his cell in Arabic. In the opera, Owen’s 

“The flesh and blood Omar ibn Said,  
born in West Africa and enslaved in the American South,  

did write his story, and the opera that bears his name,  
by Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels, draws inspiration 

from those words and reveals their lasting power.” 
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is less a matter of one set of beliefs superseding another or 
the emergence of a new syncretic blend of two religious 
practices, than a search for theological common ground.  
In his autobiography, Omar juxtaposed the Lord’s Prayer 
and Surah al-Fatiha, each being, GhaneaBassiri explains, “a 
scriptural prayer memorized for ritual recitation” by 
Christians and Muslims, respectively. 

Thinking of Omar as an exploration of a poly-religious 
worldview brokered by the written word helps us make 
sense of how two themes—the talisman-like signicance 
of Omar’s Arabic literacy and the slippery historical 
question of his conversion from Islam to Christianity—
drive the opera. Plumer remembered “once hearing 
[Omar] read and translate the 23rd Psalm, and shall 
never forget the earnestness and fervor which shone in 
the old man’s countenance, as he read.” This anecdote is 
rendered in one of the opera’s most powerful scenes. 
After Owen gives Omar a copy of the Bible in Arabic, 
Omar sings a mesmerizing aria that sets the 23rd Psalm 
interspersed with an interpretive gloss that transforms 
its meaning. In Omar’s reading, “He leadeth me beside 
still waters” is a reminder of “the big Sea” that carried 

him away from his home to slavery, and the climactic 
verse “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever,” 
blurring the distinction between Lord and master, is less 
an anticipation of eternal life than Omar’s stark, 
existential confrontation with the reality of never again 
knowing freedom. 

And yet, the enslaved Muslim’s autobiography and the 
opera’s production both suggest how Omar’s canny 
manipulation of Christian dogma to affirm his Muslim 
faith through the power of the word—as Arabic script and 
as Islamic scripture—perhaps represents another form of 
freedom and leads us toward a revised understanding of 
history. If the record left behind by Omar ibn Said’s 
Christian contemporaries depict an aberrant, if 
compelling, slave who nally saw the light, his own words, 
written in his autobiography and sung as the opera closes, 
register his self-determination and how he hoped to be 
remembered: “I am Omar. I love to read the book, the 
Great Qur’an.”  

 
Mark Burford is Associate Professor of Music at Reed College 
and the author of Mahalia Jackson and the Black Gospel Field. 

Letter (circa 1819) by Omar ibn Said to John Owen that includes quotations from the Qur’an and a treatise on Arabic grammar. 
J A M E S  W E L D O N  J O H N S O N  C O L L E C T I O N  I N  T H E  Y A L E  C O L L E C T I O N  O F  A M E R I C A N  L I T E R A T U R E ,  B E I N E C K E  R A R E  B O O K  A N D  M A N U S C R I P T  L I B R A R Y .
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Behind the Scenes with Omar 
REHEARSALS BRING THE OPERA TO LIFE 

Kiara Benn (choreographer), Ian Andrew Askew (assistant director), Kaneza Schaal (director), Rhiannon Giddens (co-composer and librettist), John Kennedy (conductor),  
and Jose Maria Condemi (assistant director) at an early rehearsal of Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar. / R E N E F F - O L S O N  P R O D U C T I O N S

Jamez McCorkle as Omar. 
S T E F A N  C O H E N

John Kennedy (conductor) and  
Rhiannon Giddens  

(co-composer and librettist) 
R E N E F F - O L S O N  P R O D U C T I O N S
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John Kennedy (conductor)  
with Jamez McCorkle (Omar) 
S T E F A N  C O H E N

Ian Andrew Askew (assistant director) and Kaneza Schaal (director) 
R E N E F F - O L S O N  P R O D U C T I O N S  

Malcolm MacKenzie (Johnson and Owen cover) and  
Rehanna Thelwell (Katie Ellen and Caller) / S T E F A N  C O H E N

The creative team and cast at an early rehearsal. 
S T E F A N  C O H E N

Brittany Renee (Julie), Jamez McCorkle (Omar),  
and Taylor Raven (Fatima) / S T E F A N  C O H E N
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Artist Proles
* San Francisco Opera Debut  ♪ Role Debut  † Current Adler Fellow  + Merola Opera Program Graduate  ◊ Merola and Adler Fellowship Graduate

RHIANNON GIDDENS 

(Greensboro,  

North Carolina) 

Co-Composer and 

Librettist 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Omar 

(Spoleto Festival USA, LA Opera, Boston 

Lyric Opera); You’re the One (Nonesuch 

Records); Black Lucy and The Bard 

(Nashville Ballet, PBS Great 

Performances); appearances in Ken 

Burns’ Country Music miniseries (PBS); 

Red Dead Redemption 2 game; My Music 

with Rhiannon Giddens (PBS); Aria Code 

podcast (WQXR) 

MacArthur Fellow “Genius” grant 

recipient 2017 

Grammy Award for Best Folk Album 

(They’re Calling Me Home) 

Grammy Award for Traditional Folk 

Album (Genuine Negro Jig) 

Pulitzer Prize for Music (Omar) 

 

MICHAEL ABELS 

(Phoenix, Arizona) 

Co-Composer 

Recent and 

Upcoming:  

Co-composer of 

Omar (Spoleto 

Festival USA, LA Opera, Boston Lyric 

Opera); composer of Delights and 

Dances (Atlanta Symphony), Falling Sky 

ballet (Butler University), At War with 

Ourselves (Kronos Quartet), Bad 

Education (HBO); conductor of his score 

for Jordan Peele’s Get Out (Chicago 

Sinfonietta, National Symphony, San 

Francisco Symphony) 

Co-founder of the Composers Diversity 

Collective, an advocacy group to 

increase visibility of composers of color 

in film, game, and streaming media  

Pulitzer Prize for Music (Omar) 

JOHN KENNEDY * 

(Minneapolis, 

Minnesota) 

Conductor  

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (Spoleto USA); Liza Lim’s 

Tree of Codes (Spoleto USA); Zemlinksy’s 

Lyric Symphony (Spoleto USA);  

Mark-Anthony Turnage’s Coraline (West 

Edge Opera) 

Instagram: @johnkennedy_sf 

Website: johnkennedymusic.com 

 

JAMEZ MCCORKLE * 

Tenor  

(New Orleans, 

Louisiana) 

Omar 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar 

(Spoleto Festival USA, LA Opera, 

Carolina Performing Arts, Boston Lyric 

Opera); Bacchus in Ariadne auf Naxos 

(Copenhagen’s Royal Danish Opera); 

Laca in Jenůfa (Vlaamse Opera); Froh in 

Das Rheingold (Dallas Symphony 

Orchestra); Duke of Cornwall in Lear 

(Munich’s Bavarian State Opera); 

Telemaco in Il Ritorno d’Ulisse in Patria 

(Theatre Basel); Peter the Honeyman in 

Porgy and Bess (Metropolitan Opera); 

Leonard Woolfe in Kevin Puts’ The Hours 

(Philadelphia Orchestra); Britten’s War 

Requiem (Israel Philharmonic Orchestra); 

Tamino in Die Zauberflöte (Kentucky 

Opera); Lensky in Eugene Onegin 

(Michigan Opera Theatre) 

@operabear 

BRITTANY RENEE *♪ 

Soprano  

(Minneapolis, 

Minnesota) 

Julie 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Musetta in 

La Bohème (Opera Theatre of Saint 

Louis); Destiny/Loneliness/Greta in 

Terence Blanchard and Kasi Lemmon’s 

Fire Shut Up in My Bones (Metropolitan 

Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago); Sadie 

Griffith in Blanchard’s Champion 

(Metropolitan Opera); Giannetta in L’Elisir 

d’Amore (Metropolitan Opera); Ancella in 

Medea (Metropolitan Opera); Countess 

Ceprano in Rigoletto (Metropolitan Opera) 

Instagram: @brittanyreneesoprano  

Facebook: @Brittany Renee, Soprano  

YouTube: @Brittany Renee 

 

TAYLOR RAVEN ♪+ 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(Hope Mills,  

North Carolina) 

Fatima 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Charmian 

in John Adams’ Antony and Cleopatra; 

Sister Mathilde in Dialogues of the 

Carmelites; Flora Bervoix in La Traviata 

Recent and Upcoming: Rosina in Il 

Barbiere di Siviglia (Seattle Opera, Finger 

Lakes Opera, Wolf Trap Opera); 

Flosshilde in Das Rheingold (Los 

Angeles Philharmonic); Angelina in La 

Cenerentola (Kentucky Opera); Joan 

Clarke in Justine F. Chen’s The Life and 

Death(s) of Alan Turing (Chicago Opera 

Theater); title role of Carmen (Des 

Moines Metro Opera); Wowkle in La 

Fanciulla del West (Cleveland 

Orchestra); Third Lady in Die Zauberflöte 

(Houston Grand Opera, LA Opera); 

Mallika in Lakmé (Washington Concert 

Opera); Moravec’s Sanctuary Road 

(North Carolina Opera); Pauline in Pique 
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Dame (Des Moines Metro Opera); Annio 

in La Clemenza di Tito (LA Opera); 

Tebaldo in Don Carlo (LA Opera); 

Sandman in Hansel and Gretel (LA 

Opera); Concepción in L’Heure 

Espagnole (Wolf Trap) 

Merola Opera Program: 2016  

 

DANIEL OKULITCH + 

Bass-Baritone  

(Ottawa, Canada) 

Johnson/Owen 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Donald 

Gallup in Virgil 

Thomson’s The Mother of Us All; 

Bosun/Gunner’s Mate in Billy Budd  

Recent and Upcoming: Count Almaviva 

in Le Nozze di Figaro (Zurich Opera); 

General Leslie Groves in John Adams’ 

Doctor Atomic (Santa Fe Opera); Beck in 

Joby Talbot and Gene Scheer’s Everest 

(BBC Symphony Orchestra); The 

Protector in George Benjamin’s Written 

on Skin (Montréal Opera); Benjamin’s 

Lessons in Love and Violence 

(Barcelona’s Gran Theatre del Liceu); 

Axel Oxenstierna in Julien Bilodeau and 

Michel Marc Bouchard’s La Reine-

Garçon (Montréal); Rhiannon Giddens 

and Michael Abels’ Omar (LA Opera); 

Billy Budd (Festival Enescu) 

Merola Opera Program: 2016  

 

REHANNA 

THELWELL * 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(Avenel, New Jersey) 

Katie Ellen/Caller 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Title role 

of Carmen (Washington National Opera); 

Girlfriend/Congregant 3 in Jeanine 

Tesori and Tazewell Thompson’s Blue 

(Dutch National Opera, Washington D.C.); 

Anna I in The Seven Deadly Sins and 

Dinah in Trouble in Tahiti (Madison 

Opera); Ruby/Sinner in Terence 

Blanchard and Kasi Lemmons’ Fire Shut 

Up in My  Bones (Lyric Opera of Chicago, 

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Hippolyta 

in Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

(Atlanta Opera); Forester’s Wife/Owl in 

The Cunning Little Vixen (Detroit Opera 

@Rehanna Thelwell 

 

NORMAN GARRETT * 

Baritone  

(Lubbock, Texas) 

Abdul/Abe 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Bob in 

William Grant Still’s 

Highway 1, USA (LA Opera); Masetto in 

Don Giovanni (Houston Grand Opera, 

Washington National Opera); Abdul in 

Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels’ 

Omar (LA Opera); Garby in Will Liverman 

and DJ King Rico’s The Factotum (Lyric 

Opera of Chicago); Dr. T in Proximity 

(Chicago); Ned in Treemonisha (Opera 

Theatre of Saint Louis); Count Almaviva in 

Le Nozze di Figaro (Seattle Opera); 

Riolobo in Daniel Catán’s Florencia en el 

Amazonas (Houston Grand Opera); 

Escamillo in Carmen (Opera Orlando); title 

role of Chausson’s Le Roi Arthus (Bard 

SummerScape); Foreman/Adult James 

in Terence Blanchard’s Fire Shut Up in My 

Bones (Metropolitan Opera, Chicago); title 

role of Don Giovanni (Dayton Opera); 

Jochanaan in Salome (Dayton); Larkens in 

La Fanciulla del West (Munich’s Bavarian 

State Opera); Crown in Porgy and Bess 

(Theater an der Wien, Fort Worth Opera); 

Jake in Porgy and Bess (Elbphilharmonie 

Orchestra on tour at Lucerne Festival); 

Jim in Porgy and Bess (Metropolitan 

Opera); Lieutenant Gordon in Kevin Puts’ 

Silent Night (Washington D.C.) 

 

LAURA KRUMM ♪◊ 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(Iowa City, Iowa) 

Eliza 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Rosina in 

Il Barbiere di Siviglia; 

Lola in Cavalleria Rusticana; Kitchen 

Boy in Rusalka 

Recent and Upcoming: Dimitri in 

Fedora (Metropolitan Opera); Siegrune 

in Act III of Die Walküre (Hollywood 

Bowl); Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

(Sacramento Philharmonic and Opera, 

Mendocino Music Festival); Javotte in 

Manon (Metropolitan Opera) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship: 

2012, 2013 

Merola Opera Program: 2011 

 

BARRY BANKS 

Tenor  

(New York, New York) 

Auctioneer/ 

Taylor 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Arnalta in 

L’Incoronazione di Poppea 

Recent and Upcoming: Hades in 

Matthew Aucoin’s Eurydice (Metropolitan 

Opera); Rhiannon Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (LA Opera); Mime in Das 

Rheingold (Dallas Opera, LA Philharmonic) 

Adjunct professor of vocal studies at 

Peabody Conservatory 

 

EDWARD GRAVES ♪†+ 

Tenor  

(Oxon Hill, Maryland) 

Amadou 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Gastone 

in La Traviata; 

Stone/Eunuch in Bright Sheng and 

David Henry Hwang’s Dream of the Red 

Chamber; Centennial Celebration 

Concert; Rodolfo in Bohème Out of the 

Box; Ruiz in Il Trovatore; Noble #2 in 

Lohengrin 

Recent and Upcoming: Anatol in 

Vanessa (Spoleto Festival USA); 

Policeman 2 in Jeanine Tesori and 

Tazewell Thompson’s Blue (Michigan 

Opera Theatre, Glimmerglass Festival); 

title role of Handel’s Judas Maccabaeus 

(Berkshire Choral International); What 
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the Heart Desires (Merola Opera 

Program); Back Home: Through the Stage 

Door (Merola Opera Program); Rinuccio 

in Gianni Schicchi/Michael Ching’s 

Buoso’s Ghost (Michigan Opera Theatre); 

Robbins in Porgy and Bess (Seattle 

Opera); John Blow’s Venus and Adonis 

(Florentine Opera) 

San Francisco Opera Adler Fellowship: 

2022, 2023 

Merola Opera Program: 2021 

 

CALVIN GRIFFIN *♪ 

Bass-Baritone  

(Columbus, Ohio) 

Olufemi 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Adult 

Robert in Terence 

Blanchard and Kasi Lemmons’ Fire Shut 

Up in My Bones (Metropolitan Opera, 

Lyric Opera of Chicago); Colline in La 

Bohème (Spoleto USA); Tommy 

McIntyre in Gregory Spears’ Fellow 

Travelers (Opera Columbus); title role of 

Le Nozze di Figaro (Florentine Opera, 

Florida Grand Opera); Der Lautsprecher 

in Viktor Ullmann’s Der Kaiser von 

Atlantis (Atlanta Opera); Dancaïro in 

Carmen (Atlanta); Laura Karpman’s On 

the Edge (Opera Theater of Saint Louis); 

Death in Gustav Holst’s Sāvitri (Wolf 

Trap Opera); Eddie in The Fix (Minnesota 

Opera); Doctor Bartolo in La Nozze di 

Figaro (Arizona Opera) 

Website: calvingriffinbassbaritone.com 

 

KENNETH OVERTON ♪ 

Baritone  

(Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania) 

Suleiman 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Frazier in 

Porgy and Bess; Sid in La Fanciulla del 

West; Second Mate in Billy Budd 

Recent and Upcoming: Marcello in La 

Bohème (Intermountain Opera Bozeman); 

Will Todd’s Migrations (Welsh National 

Opera); Duncan in Boff Whalley’s The 

Shoemaker (Welsh National Opera); 

Porgy in Porgy and Bess (Opera Carolina, 

North Carolina Opera); Porgy and Bess 

(NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra in 

Hamburg); Strauss’ Daphne (American 

Symphony Orchestra); Frazier in Porgy 

and Bess (Metropolitan Opera); Ralph in 

Douglas Tappin’s I Dream (Opera 

Carolina); Homecoming Soldier in Zach 

Redler’s The Falling and the Rising 

(Opera Carolina); Germont in La Traviata 

(Fort Worth Opera); The Road We Came 

(On Site Opera); A Night of Black 

Excellence (Fort Worth Opera) 

Co-founder and artistic director of 

Opera Noire of New York, a performing 

arts organization created to empower 

African American artists 

Grammy Award for Best Choral 

Performance (Richard Danielpour’s The 

Passion of Yeshua) 

Instagram: @kennytheeoverton 

X: @KennyOverton  

Facebook: @Kenneth Overton, Baritone 

 

JESSICA-ELISABETH * 

Mezzo-Soprano 

(Whittier, California)  

Woman #1 (Act 1)/ 

Mary #1  

Recent and 

Upcoming: 

Engagements with LA Opera, San Diego 

Opera, Opera Pacific, Pacific Chorale, 

Albert McNeil Jubilee Singers  

 

THALIA MOORE *♪ 

Soprano  

(Loma Linda, 

California)  

Woman #2 (Act 1) 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Nella in 

Michael Ching’s Buoso’s Ghost (Cal State 

Fullerton); recital of African American art 

songs (Pacific Opera Project) 

 

ALETA BRAXTON *♪ 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(Los Angeles, 

California) 

Woman #3/Mary #3 

Recent and 

Upcoming: 

Performed in over 160 productions (LA 

Opera) and over 100 film soundtracks, 

including Avatar: The Way of Water; 

Black Panther: Wakanda Forever; Nope 

Member of Los Angeles Master Chorale 

Music faculty member of the Los 

Angeles County High School for the Arts 

Member of San Francisco Opera Extra 

Chorus 

 

SYDNEE 

TURRENTINE-

JOHNSON *♪ 

Soprano  

(Dallas, Texas) 

Woman #4/Tess #2/ 

Chorus Soprano Solo 

Recent and Upcoming: The Mother in 

Hansel and Gretel; Anna Gomez in 

Menotti’s The Consul 

 

EARL HAZELL ♪ 

Basso Cantante  

(New York, New 

York) 

Man #1 (Act 1)/ 

Renty #1 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Jim in Porgy and Bess; 

Lohengrin; Il Trovatore; Fidelio 

Recent and Upcoming: Terence 

Blanchard’s Champion (Lyric Opera of 

Chicago); Raimondo in Lucia di 

Lammermoor (Druid City Opera); Second 

Man/Whistle Patron in Gregory Spears 

and Tracy K. Smith’s Castor and Patience 

(Cincinnati Opera); Okojie in The Dowry 

workshop (Cincinnati) 
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CHRISTOPHER CRAIG * 

Tenor  

(Los Angeles, 

California) 

Man #2 (Act 1)/ 

Man #1 (Act 2) 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Engagements with LA Opera 

 

JOHN FLUKER *♪ 

Tenor  

(Los Angeles, 

California) 

Man #3 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar (LA 

Opera); vocalist in One Night in Miami; The 

Harder They Fall; Unstable; Harriet; Just 

Mercy; Euphoria; Sing 2; Bad Boys for Life; 

Perry Mason; The Simpsons 

 

ALEXANDER TAITE ♪ 

Tenor  

(Oakland, California) 

Man #4 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Freed 

Slave in Philip Glass’ 

Appomattox; Chorus Seeker in Mark 

Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary Magdalene 

Recent and Upcoming: Director of 

Chorus Eclectic  

Vocal and choral coach with the Nova 

youth choir at Cantare Con Vivo 

Music Director for Piccola Carolers  

Member of San Francisco Opera Extra 

Chorus 

 

WILLIAM O’NEILL ♪ 

Bass-Baritone  

(Providence, Rhode 

Island)  

Slaveship Crewman 

#1/Slaver 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Ernie in Jake Heggie and 

Gene Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life; 

Sweeney Todd; Manon; Pagliacci; Show 

Boat; Celebrating the Voices of San 

Francisco Opera 

Recent and Upcoming: Emile de 

Becque in South Pacific 

Member of San Francisco Opera 

Regular Chorus 

 

CHESTER PIDDUCK ♪ 

Tenor  

(Saint Louis, Missouri) 

Slaveship Crewman 

#2 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Mr. Martini 

in Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer’s It’s a 

Wonderful Life; A Waiter in Arabella; 

Parpignol in La Bohème; Nantucket 

Sailor in Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer’s 

Moby-Dick 

Recent and Upcoming: Carmina Burana 

(Sing Napa Valley); Stephen Main’s The 

Image cantata 

Member of San Francisco Opera 

Regular Chorus 

 

WILLIAM LEE BRYAN ♪ 

Baritone  

(Saint Paul, 

Minnesota) 

Man in Crowd 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Officer in 

The Barber of Seville; Sergeant in Manon 

Lescaut; various roles in Billy Budd; A 

Captain/Zaretsky in Eugene Onegin; 

Messenger in La Traviata 

Recent and Upcoming: Member of San 

Francisco Opera Regular Chorus 

Facebook: @williamleebryan 

 

JOANNA LYNN-

JACOBS *♪ 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(Santa Barbara, 

California) 

Tess #1/ 

Woman #1 (Act 2) 

Recent and Upcoming: Anthie in 

Theodosia Roussos’ Polymnia (UCLA 

Center for the Study of Hellenic Culture); 

Meredith Monk’s Cellular Songs; 

Iphigenia of the Sea in Wayne Shorter 

and esperanza spaulding’s (…Iphigenia); 

Ash Fure and LILLETH’s Hive Rise 

installation (The Industry at Los Angeles’ 

MOCA); Elizabeth Lavenza/Female 

Monster in Frankenstein (Four Larks at 

Beverly Hills’ Wallis Annenberg Center 

for the Performing Arts); Alexandra in 

Monk’s ATLAS (LA Philharmonic); Opera 

Singer in Europeras (The Industry at LA 

Philharmonic) 

 

MELISSA DUFORT *♪ 

Mezzo-Soprano  

(San Francisco, 

California) 

Mary #2 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Member 

of San Francisco Opera Extra Chorus 

 

JOHN FULTON ♪ 

Baritone  

(San Francisco, 

California) 

John 

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Aldeano 

#1 in Gabriela Lena Frank and Nilo Cruz’s 

El último sueño de Frida y Diego 

Recent and Upcoming: Senator Potter/ 

General Airlie/Bartender in Gregory 

Spears’ Fellow Travelers (Virginia Opera) 

Member of San Francisco Opera 

Regular Chorus 

 

ERNEST C. JACKSON 

JR.*♪ 

Tenor  

(Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania) 

Renty #2 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Foreman in Scott Joplin’s 

Treemonisha (Opera Theatre of Saint 

Louis); Mingo in Porgy and Bess (North 

Carolina Opera, Opera Carolina, 
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Cincinnati Opera, Greensboro Opera, 

Fort Worth Opera); Nelson in Porgy and 

Bess (Seattle Opera, Atlanta Opera); 

Policeman/Buddy #2 in Jeanine Tesori 

and Tazewell Thompson’s Blue 

(Pittsburgh Opera, Toledo Opera); 

Malcolm in Macbeth (Empire Opera) 

 

CHLOE VAUGHT * 

Soprano  

(Los Angeles, 

California) 

Woman #2 (Act 2) 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Margaret 

Bonds’ Credo (Los Angeles Master 

Chorale at Los Angeles’ Walt Disney  

Hall); Black Panther: Wakanda Forever; 

Member of LA Opera Chorus, Los 

Angeles Master Chorale, HEX Vocal 

Ensemble, SAG-AFTRA, AGMA 

Member of San Francisco Opera Extra 

Chorus 

 

WILFORD KELLY *♪ 

Bass-Baritone  

(Miami, Florida) 

Man #2 (Act 2) 

Recent and 

Upcoming: 

Engagements with 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 

West Edge Opera, Jacksonville 

Symphony, San Francisco Symphony 

Youth Orchestra, Wolf Trap Opera 

Member of San Francisco Opera 

Regular Chorus 

 

JERMAINE MCGHEE * 

(Charlotte, North 

Carolina) 

Ancestral Figure 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Ancestral 

Figure in Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar (LA 

Opera); Kanye West Sunday Service 

Mother’s Day Special 

Instagram: @emeraldj27

KANEZA SCHAAL * 

(New York, New York) 

Director 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (Spoleto 

Festival USA, LA Opera, Carolina 

Performing Arts, Boston Lyric Opera, 

Lyric Opera of Chicago); William Grant 

Still’s Highway 1, USA (LA Opera); KLII 

(New York’s Public Theater Under the 

Radar Festival, Minneapolis’ Walker Art 

Center, Cincinnati’s Contemporary Arts 

Center, Los Angeles’ REDCAT); Jeanine 

Tesori and Tazewell Thompson’s Blue 

(Michigan Opera Theatre); Cartography 

(Washington D.C.’s The Kennedy 

Center, Cleveland’s Playhouse Square, 

Philly Fringe, NYU Abu Dhabi, New 

York’s Victory Theater, Toronto’s Young 

People’s Theatre, Ubumuntu Arts 

Festival); Triptych (Los Angeles 

Philharmonic, University of Michigan, 

Big Ears Festival, Brooklyn Academy of 

Music, Amsterdam’s Holland Festival, 

Athens’ Stavros Festival, Austin’s Texas 

Performing Arts, Stanford University, 

Boston’s ArtsEmerson); Maze (New 

York’s The Shed); Jack & (Brooklyn, 

REDCAT, Chicago’s Museum of 

Contemporary Art, On The Boards, 

Catskill’s Lumberyard, Portland 

Institute of Contemporary Art, 

Cincinnati, Minneapolis, New York Live 

Arts) 

 

KIARA BENN * 

(Brooklyn, New York) 

Choreographer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: 

Choreographer of 

Rhiannon Giddens 

and Michael Abels’ Omar (LA Opera), just 

for (you) (New York’s The Performing 

Garage); choreographer and dancer for 

Omar (Carolina Performing Arts, Boston 

Lyric Opera); assistant director for Omar 

(Spoleto Festival USA) 

Instagram: @kiaramcb 

 

CHRISTOPHER 

MYERS * 

(New York, New York) 

Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (LA Opera, Boston Lyric 

Opera); Percent for Art commission 

(Brooklyn Brownsville Public Library) 

 

AMY RUBIN * 

(Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania) 

Set Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (LA Opera, Spoleto Festival 

USA); Joel Thompson’s Snowy Day 

(Houston Grand Opera); Jeanine Tesori 

and Tazewell Thompson’s Blue (Michigan 

Opera Theatre); Paola Prestini’s Aging 

Magician (San Diego Opera); Lucy (Audible 

Theatre); Most Happy (Williamstown 

Festival); Octet (Signature Theatre/ 

Berkeley Rep); Cyrano (The New Group); 

Thom Pain (based on nothing) (Signature 

Theatre); Gloria: A Life (New York’s Daryl 

Roth Theatre); Miles for Mary (Playwrights 

Horizons); Acquanetta (Prototype Festival) 

Assistant Professor of Theater at the 

Boston Conservatory at Berklee  

Website: amycrubin.com 

 

APRIL M. HICKMAN * 

(Denver, Colorado) 

Co-Costume 

Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Costume 

designs for The 

Thanksgiving Play (Dorset Theatre 

Festival); Rhiannon Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (LA Opera, Spoleto Festival 

USA, Boston Lyric Opera); Trouble in Mind 
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(Dallas Theater Center); Nine Night 

(Round House Theatre); associate 

costume designer for The Shark Is Broken 

Assistant Professor in the Practice of 

Costume Design at Wesleyan University 

@Aprilmhickmandesign 

 

MICHELINE 

RUSSELL-BROWN * 

(Chicago, Illinois) 

Co-Costume 

Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar (LA 

Opera, Boston Lyric Opera); costumer 

for The Good Fight  

 

PABLO SANTIAGO * 

(Chiapas, Mexico) 

Lighting Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Missy 

Mazzoli’s Breaking 

the Waves (LA 

Opera); The Threepenny Opera (Boston 

Lyric Opera); Ellen Reid’s p r i s m (LA 

Opera, Prototype Festival, Sao Paulo); 

Desert In (Boston Lyric Opera); Mazzoli’s 

Proving Up (Opera Omaha, New York’s 

Miller Theatre); Ted Hearne’s Place 

(BAM); Giustino (Long Beach Opera); 

John Corigliano’s The Lord of Cries 

(Santa Fe Opera); Rev 23 (Prototype 

Festival); The Valkyries (Hollywood 

Bowl, Detroit Opera) 

Instagram: @pablosdesign 

Website: pablosantiagodesign.com 

 

JOSHUA HIGGASON * 

(Cambridge, 

Massachusetts) 

Projection Designer 

Recent and 

Upcoming: Rhiannon 

Giddens and Michael 

Abels’ Omar (LA Opera, Boston Lyric 

Opera, Spoleto USA); Offenbach’s 

Orpheus in der Unterwelt (Vienna’s 

Volksoper); Strauss’ Die Ägyptische 

Helena (Milan’s Teatro alla Scala); 

Falstaff (Florence); Così fan tutte 

(Florence); Purcell’s King Arthur (Berlin 

State Opera); Michael Gordon’s 

Acquanetta (Bard SummerScape); 

Jeanine Tesori and Tazewell 

Thompson’s Blue (Detroit Opera); 

Michael R. Jackson’s White Girl in Danger 

(New York); 

Designer of augmented reality and 

projections for Parsifal (Bayreuth 

Festspiele) 

Teacher of design at MIT 

@videodesignernyc  

Website: joshuahiggason.net 

 

JOHN KEENE 

(Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania) 

Chorus Director  

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: Don 

Giovanni; Bright 

Sheng and David Henry Hwang’s Dream 

of the Red Chamber; Eun Sun Kim 

Conducts Verdi; John Adams’ Antony and 

Cleopatra; Eugene Onegin; Dialogues of 

the Carmelites; La Traviata; Orpheus and 

Eurydice; Madame Butterfly; Die Frau 

ohne Schatten; Gabriela Lena Frank and 

Nilo Cruz’s El último sueño de Frida y 

Diego; 100th Anniversary Concert; Il 

Trovatore; Mason Bates and Mark 

Campbell’s The (R)evolution of Steve 

Jobs; Lohengrin  

Recent and Upcoming: The Elixir of 

Love; The Magic Flute; Kaija Saariaho, 

Sofi Oksanen, and Aleksi Barrière’s 

Innocence 

Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition 

and San Francisco Conservatory of 

Music Voice Concerto Competition 

judge 

Instagram: @keenejohn 

DAVE MAIER  

(El Cerrito, California)  

Fight Director  

San Francisco Opera 

Highlights: John 

Adams’ Antony and 

Cleopatra; Carmen; 

Tosca; the Ring cycle; Pagliacci; 

Rigoletto; Romeo and Juliet; Billy Budd  

Recent and Upcoming: Romeo and 

Juliet (Opera San José); POTUS (Berkeley 

Rep); Hamlet (Marin Shakes); Twelfth 

Night (Marin Shakes); Who’s Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf? (Oakland Theater 

Project); King Lear (Santa Cruz 

Shakespeare); The Taming of the Shrew 

(Santa Cruz Shakespeare) 

 

 

 
 
First performance: Spoleto Festival, USA 

Charleston, South Carolina, May 27, 2022 

First San Francisco Opera 
performance: November 5, 2023. 

Personnel: 12 principals, 32 choristers 

(including 18 chorus soloists), 4 dancers, 

2 supernumeraries; 50 total 

Orchestra: 2 flutes (1 doubling alto flute, 

1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling 

English horn), 2 clarinets (1 doubling Eb 

clarinet, 1 doubling bass clarinet),  

2 bassoons, 3 horns, 2 trumpets,  

2 trombones, 1 contrabass trombone,  

1 timpani, 3 percussion, 1 piano, 1 harp, 

40 strings (12 first violins,  

9 second violins, 7 violas, 7 cellos,  

5 basses); 62 total 

Offstage Banda: 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 

clarinets, 2 bassoons,  

3 horns, 6 trumpets, 3 trombones, 1 

timpani, 1 percussion,  

1 harp, 1 organ; 25 total 
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P A R T  O P E R A ,  P A R T  P A R T Y .
Y O U  W O N ’ T  W A N T  T O  M I S S  T H I S  O N E - N I G H T - O N LY  E V E N T ! 

Experience a section of Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love on stage, and then immerse yourself

in the raucous world of the opera in a transformed opera house.

F R I D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 3  AT  7 : 3 0 P M
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James Bowman,  
countertenor 
An Oxford graduate and a West-
minster Abbey chorister, Bow-
man rst attracted attention 
with Benjamin Britten’s English 
Opera Group in 1967, making 
his stage debut as Oberon in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Vel-

vety timbre and admirable exibility were expected from 
the still-relatively new countertenor voice type at the 
time, but the sheer amplitude of Bowman’s voice was 
astonishing—indeed, unique. In addition, his imposing 
height enhanced his characterization with all the neces-
sary regality. Among his other early successes was play-
ing the endearing shepherd Endimione in Cavalli’s La 
Calisto at Glyndebourne, where his scenes with Janet 
Baker’s Diana were gloriously sung. As Bowman contin-
ued to appear with major companies in America (San 
Francisco Opera as Oberon in 1971, Tolomeo in Giulio 
Cesare in 1982) and in Europe, he repeatedly lled sizeable 
theaters as easily as more “standard” voice types. He 
made a signicant impact even when appearing with the 
great Marilyn Horne, his colleague in the United States 
premiere of Vivaldi’s Orlando Furioso (Dallas, 1980). Bow-
man’s performances made clear that roles previously 
assigned to female mezzos and contraltos could be 
assigned to him and the other countertenors who would 
eventually follow him. A pillar of the early music scene in 
Britain and internationally, he also appeared in the world 
premieres of Britten’s Death in Venice (Aldeburgh) and Sir 
Peter Maxwell Davies’s Taverner (London). His more than 
150 recordings cover the gamut of countertenor reper-
toire. Possessing a famous sense of humor and enormous 
charm, Bowman was also a cherished adviser for young 
singers. England’s Vache Baroque Festival inaugurated a 
young artist program named for him in 2021. 
 
Grace Bumbry, 
mezzo-soprano and soprano 
Having won attention as a teenager on “Arthur Godfrey’s 
Talent Scouts,” Bumbry  became a prized pupil of Lotte 
Lehmann, who knew that European houses would pro-
vide Bumbry with the “big break” she needed. In 1960, at 

only age 23, she made a sensa-
tional operatic debut in Paris as 
Amneris in Aida. The entire 
musical world would learn her 
name the following year when, 
as Venus in Tannhäuser, she 
became the rst Black artist to 
perform at the Bayreuth Festi-
val. Stupendously charismatic, 

Bumbry won that famously demanding audience with her 
sumptuous, wide-ranging voice. Her historic triumph at 
Bayreuth moved the career into high gear, with Bumbry 
exuding an aura of a bold, glamorously jet-setting diva 
who sang exclusively star mezzo parts. One of them, Car-
men, marked her debut in San Francisco in 1966. The fol-
lowing year, she was both Laura (La Gioconda) and Lady 
Macbeth, the latter also a huge success for her in Salzburg 
and at the Metropolitan Opera. Once she and an equally 
celebrated American mezzo, Shirley Verrett, began taking 
on soprano roles, they gave a series of exciting duo 
appearances, including a San Francisco Opera concert in 
1984. Three years later, Bumbry made her nal appear-
ance here, starring as Abigaille (Nabucco). A favorite in 
virtually every other prestigious theater, Bumbry docu-
mented her artistry extensively, leaving particularly 
memorable recordings of two signature roles, Verdi’s 
Eboli in Don Carlo and Amneris. 
 

Soňa Červená, 
mezzo-soprano 
Červená began her distin-
guished stage career in her 
native Prague before moving on 
to the Berlin State Opera. She 
was a resident lyric mezzo there 
in 1962, when she was able to 
escape from East to West Berlin. 

That same year she launched a wonderfully varied, two-
decade association with San Francisco Opera. Her rst 
season saw her debuting as Carmen (mainstage and on 
tour to Los Angeles) and also singing Azucena in Il 
Trovatore (Los Angeles, San Diego), but it soon became 
evident that her considerable gifts could leave a greater 

We honor the members of San Francisco Opera we lost this past year. 

R O N  S C H E R L H A N K  K R A N Z L E R

R O B E R T  C A H E N

In Memoriam

Memoriam November2023.qxp_Memoriam 2023  10/17/23  9:48 AM  Page 1

46     SFOPERA.COM



mark in important supporting roles. She sang 25 of them 
here, concluding her tenure  during the 1980–81 Season 
as Flora Bervoix. Very much a chameleon vocally and 
physically, Červená could transform herself into the 
sophisticated actress Clairon in Capriccio, the imperious 
Herodias in Salome, and the tragic Countess Geschwitz in 
Lulu, but she was just as adept playing more ordinary 
women, whether Marthe in Faust, the Hostess of the Inn 
in Boris Godunov, or Grandmother Buryjovka in Jenůfa. 
Her repertoire of more than 100 roles brought her to the 
Wexford Festival (where she was reportedly unforget-
table as the vicious Kabanicha in Kát’a Kabanová). She 
had a close relationship with Oper Frankfurt, while also 
appearing at the Bayreuth, Glyndebourne, and Edin-
burgh festivals, as well as the major companies of Milan, 
Amsterdam, and Paris. Her later years included appear-
ances as an actress (Hamburg, Prague). Červená was still 
performing as recently as 2022, in her mid-nineties. In a 
Czech song (accessible on YouTube), she sings exclu-
sively in chest voice but with great charm and 
indomitable spirit. 

 
Graham Clark,  
tenor 
Clark’s versatility was evident at 
San Francisco Opera, where he 
portrayed the dashing Albert 
Gregor in The Makropulos Case 
(1993), the riotously funny yet 
sinister Witch in Hansel and 
Gretel (2002), and the drunken 

Piet the Pot in Ligeti’s superhumanly difficult Le Grand 
Macabre (U.S. premiere, 2004). In performance, conquer-
ing superhuman challenges came easily to the English 
tenor. However exacting the role, he could illuminate it 
with a brightly penetrating voice and crystalline projection 
of the text. A former sports teacher, Clark was also a phe-
nomenally skilled physical actor. He made his interna-
tional reputation in Wagner, particularly at the Bayreuth 
Festival, where he sang six roles in 16 seasons. His match-
lessly venomous Mime in Siegfried was also heard in 22 
other major houses. He triumphed repeatedly as the Cap-
tain (Wozzeck), and he proved equally memorable as the 
venomous Bégearss in the world premiere of John 
Corigliano’s The Ghosts of Versailles. In London, Clark 
earned huge popularity at both London’s Royal Opera 
House and English National Opera. After initially singing a 
good deal of lyric tenor heroes at ENO, he concluded that 
his voice lacked “red wine and sunshine” and began con-

centrating on character parts. In addition to six major 
roles at the Metropolitan Opera, Clark was featured at 
Milan’s Teatro alla Scala, the Opéra National de Paris, and 
the major houses of Germany, Spain, Belgium, and Israel. 
When Clark’s passing was announced, Royal Opera House 
Music Director Antonio Pappano hailed him as “a mes-
merising [sic] stage presence and gifted with a natural 
exuberance that kept everyone around him positive and 
always laughing. A star in every way.” 

 
Robert Hale,  
bass-baritone 
A native Texan, Hale learned his 
trade at New York City Opera, 
where he sang leading bass 
roles for a decade, beginning in 
1967. As Don Giovanni, as well 
as in bel canto repertoire, Hale 
rapidly established himself as 

an artist of superb vocal, musical, and interpretive 
resources. Beginning in Wuppertal, Germany, where he 
sang his rst Dutchman in 1978, he began taking on the 
Heldenbariton parts that would bring him great acclaim 
internationally. Hale was closely identied with both 
Wotan (San Francisco Opera debut, 1989 Ring cycle) and 
the Dutchman (Metropolitan Opera debut, 1990). In addi-
tion to a lengthy association with the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, he starred in the major houses of Berlin, London, 
Vienna, Barcelona, Moscow, and Sydney, among many 
others. He continued to sing Italian and French roles, 
including Escamillo in Carmen, which marked his return 
to San Francisco in 1991. Invariably an eloquent, fearless 
singing actor, he created in-depth physical characteriza-
tions. He proved deeply impressive as Duke Adorno in 
Nikolaus Lehnhoff’s denitive 2005 Salzburg Festival of 
Schreker’s rarely heard melodrama Die Gezeichneten, one 
of disappointingly few Hale portrayals on commercial 
DVD. Fortunately, he can be heard on disc as Wotan in 
the Ring, the Dutchman in Der Fliegende Holländer, and 
Jochanaan in Salome. Hale’s musicianship and profession-
alism earned the respect of some of the most distin-
guished conductors of our time, including Christoph von 
Dohnányi, Wolfgang Sawallisch, James Levine, John Eliot 
Gardiner, and Giuseppe Sinopoli. He was a superb col-
league, and the aura he communicated offstage was that 
of a true gentleman.
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Berit Lindholm, 
soprano 
Although Swedish soprano 
Lindholm’s career included suc-
cesses in Verdi and Puccini, she 
made her biggest impact in Ger-
man repertoire. Her voluminous 
instrument boasted not only an 
exciting top but also a particu-

larly warm, almost mezzo-like color in the lower octave. 
Enhancing Lindholm’s vocalism were notable dramatic 
gifts. The Stockholm native debuted in 1963 at her home-
town’s Royal Opera and was already singing internation-
ally by 1966, when London heard her as Strauss’ 
Chrysothemis in Elektra. In 1970, she was San Francisco 
Opera’s Siegfried Brünnhilde, and two years later she and 
her compatriot Birgit Nilsson shared Sieglinde and 
Brünnhilde in the Company’s Ring (Lindholm’s Metropoli-
tan Opera debut in 1975 was as Brünnhilde, opposite Nils-
son’s Sieglinde). Other Wagner successes included 
starring roles in Chicago and the major houses of Austria, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, and Spain. Hugely 
admired at the Bayreuth Festival, Lindholm appeared 
there from 1967 to 1973. She remained loyal to Stockholm, 
where prominent among her many successes were role 
debuts as Isolde and Elektra. In addition to her Wagner 
heroines (which also included Senta, Venus, Elisabeth, 
Ortrud, and Kundry), she also triumphed repeatedly 
throughout Europe as Salome. She was one of few singers 
who performed all three principal female roles in Elektra. 
On disc Lindholm can be heard as Helmwige in the Solti 
Ring and, more prominently, as Cassandre in the rst 
complete recording of Berlioz’s Les Troyens. Beloved for 
her captivatingly down-to-earth personality (she hoped to 
be remembered chiey as “a good grandmother”), Lind-
holm was decorated as one of Sweden’s “Royal Court 
Singers” in 1976.  

 
John Priest, 
technical director 
In opera, it is often the artists 
seen and heard onstage or in the 
pit who earn the adjective “leg-
endary.” That stature is more 
rarely attained by someone 
whose gifts are utilized entirely 
behind the scenes of an opera 

house. Such a gure was Priest, who made history at San 
Francisco Opera in 1966 when then General Director Kurt 

Herbert Adler hired him as the Company’s rst full-time 
technical director. Current General Director Matthew 
Shilvock has noted that “John made an indelible impact in 
dening the Company we know and treasure today.” 
Priest earned deep respect for his all-encompassing 
knowledge of what a major opera company needs to func-
tion with optimum efficiency. San Francisco Opera has 
him to thank for the smooth execution of countless major 
developments in the Company’s technical operation, 
including moving the carpentry shop out of the Opera 
House to make room for offices; the acquisition of the 
Indiana Street Scene Shop, which consolidated support 
spaces that the Company had around the city; and the 
addition of the “Patch” at the back of the Opera House, 
adding critically needed backstage and office space at the 
same time that the San Francisco Symphony was moving 
to Davies Symphony Hall. Priest retired as technical 
director in 1993 but returned as Opera House Project 
Coordinator from 1994 to 1998, supervising the move out 
of the Opera House for seismic retrot. Throughout his 
career, Priest was a constant source of inspiration and 
wise advice for opera professionals across America. His 
legacy to San Francisco Opera includes his son, Mark 
Kotschnig, a stagehand since 1996 and a full-time member 
in the Props department since 2002. 

 
Gabriele Schnaut, 
mezzo-soprano and soprano 
In 1991, when Schnaut made her 
1991 American debut at San 
Francisco Opera as Isolde, it was 
immediately evident that an 
important artist had entered the 
international Wagnerian ranks. 
The size and richness of Sch-

naut’s sound impressed as deeply as her authoritative 
musicianship and galvanizing presence. The German 
singer had arrived in San Francisco after 15 years of vital 
experience in major German houses. She began as a 
mezzo-soprano in 1976, working rst in Stuttgart and 
then in Darmstadt. By 1985 she had moved into dramatic 
soprano parts, making her mark as Ortrud, Brünnhilde, 
and Isolde. Schnaut was a greatly admired gure in every 
leading German house, particularly those of Düsseldorf, 
Hamburg, and Munich. Her lengthy association with the 
Bayreuth Festival, which extended from 1977 to 2000, had 
much to do with sustaining her reputation as one of her 
generation’s most celebrated Wagnerians. Like Birgit 
Nilsson before her, Schnaut was also successful as Elektra 
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(Metropolitan Opera, Munich, other major houses), the 
Dyer’s Wife in Die Frau ohne Schatten (Metropolitan 
Opera, Vienna), and the title role of Turandot, the latter 
her only other role in San Francisco (1998) and one she 
also sang at Lyric Opera of Chicago and at the Salzburg 
Festival (DVD). In 2008, she moved back to dramatic 
mezzo-soprano parts, excelling as Kostelnička, Herodias, 
and Klytämnestra. In addition to Wagner, she can be 
heard on disc in much 20th-century opera. In contrast to 
her imperious onstage persona, Schnaut offstage was a 
vibrant, utterly irresistible human being, whose alluring 
speaking voice instantly brought everyone around her 
into her orbit.  

 
Renata Scotto, 
soprano 
Renata Scotto was “an origi-
nal”—truly an artist quite unlike 
any other. During her lengthy 
career she made her own rules, 
constantly reinventing herself in 
response to her own artistic 
interests. The luminous-voiced 

young Scotto rst gained notice as one of Italy’s most 
beguiling, lyric-coloratura sopranos, appearing at Milan’s 
Teatro alla Scala in 1953, when only 19 (as Walter in La 
Wally, opposite Renata Tebaldi and Mario Del Monaco). 
Four years later she skyrocketed to stardom replacing 
Maria Callas in La Sonnambula at the Edinburgh Festival. 
When Puccini roles introduced her to America (Mimì in 
Chicago in 1960, Cio-Cio-San at the Met in 1965), she illu-
minated the music by approaching it with a technique 
securely anchored in bel canto. Having debuted in San 
Francisco with her incomparable Cio-Cio-San (1974), her 
return engagements displayed exciting evidence of her 
gradual acquisition of heavier repertoire—the Trovatore 
Leonora, Adriana Lecouvreur, and Gioconda. A mezzo 
role, Massenet’s Charlotte, marked her nal San Fran-
cisco Opera appearance (1985). Scotto, who earned 
acclaim at virtually every leading American and European 
house, enjoyed a 22-year association with the Metropoli-
tan Opera, where her many PBS telecasts signicantly 
raised the prevailing standard of operatic acting on televi-
sion. The Metropolitan Opera, La Scala, Vienna, and Lon-
don all witnessed Scotto’s miraculous development over 
time from a leggero singer to an interpreter of lyric, then 
spinto and dramatic-coloratura parts. She documented 
virtually all of her extensive repertoire, whether on LP, 
CD, or video. In later years, this electrifying, acutely intel-

ligent, passionately committed artist made two new 
careers, working internationally as both a highly success-
ful director and a sought-after vocal coach.  

 
Virginia Zeani, 
soprano 
In 1957 Romanian soprano Vir-
ginia Zeani made operatic his-
tory, creating the central role of 
Blanche de la Force in Dialogues 
of the Carmelites at Milan’s 
Teatro alla Scala. Twenty-ve 
years later she returned to the 

Poulenc work as Mother Marie, making her San Francisco 
Opera debut in that formidable role. One of the most 
exquisitely beautiful, vocally gifted sopranos of her time, 
and blessed with exceptional musical curiosity, Zeani sang 
coloratura, lyric, and spinto parts during her 34 years 
onstage. Having studied in Bucharest and Milan, Zeani 
(née Zehan) achieved instant stardom in 1948, making her 
last-minute operatic debut at age 22 singing La Traviata 
in Bologna. Violetta subsequently became her signature 
role in 648 performances, heard at the Met, London, 
Vienna, Paris, and the Bolshoi, among many other major 
theaters worldwide. Zeani’s 69 roles extended from Han-
del’s Cleopatra to the gamut of 19th-century heroines 
(whether in bel canto, Verdi, French repertoire, and even 
Wagner) and numerous 20th-century parts, several of 
which were written especially for Zeani. She was cele-
brated in all the major Italian houses and was a particular 
favorite at Rome’s Teatro dell’Opera where she starred in 
resurrections of Rossini’s Otello and Verdi’s Alzira. Sadly 
neglected by recording companies, Zeani possessed a 
temperament that didn’t lend itself to ghting for profes-
sional opportunities. She enjoyed her status as a “con-
noisseur’s singer,” as well as her happy marriage to bass 
Nicola Rossi-Lemeni. A passionate, inordinately generous, 
immeasurably warm-hearted woman, Zeani was greatly 
loved during more than two decades on the voice faculty 
of Indiana University.  
 
Roger Pines is a contributing writer to Opera News, Opera (U.K.), 
programs of opera companies internationally, and major 
recording labels. A faculty member of Northwestern University’s 
Bienen School of Music, he has also been a panelist on the 
Metropolitan Opera broadcasts’ “Opera Quiz” every season since 
2006. 
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Witnesses 
to History

This season, three of San Francisco Opera’s
mainstage productions are new works 
co-commissioned by the Company from 
composers Mason Bates, Rhiannon Giddens,
Michael Abels, Kaija Saariaho, and librettists
Mark Campbell, Giddens, Sofi Oksanen, 
and Aleksi Barrière. This unprecedented
proportion of new works to classics to
inaugurate the Company’s second century
is both unprecedented in San Francisco
Opera history and supports its long-standing
commitment to expanding the operatic 
repertoire and telling new stories by the 
leading artists of our time.

Of San Francisco Opera’s, to date, 30 
commissions and co-commissions, these
12 works inspired by real people—witnesses
to history such as Omar ibn Said or
Steve Jobs—have transformed actual 
events into reverberant, communal 
experiences in ways that only opera makes 
possible.

1992
Sanford 
Sylvan
portrayed 
Leon
Klinghoffer
in The Death 
of Klinghoffer,
opera by 
John Adams
with libretto 
by Alice 
Goodman. 
PHOTO: MARTY SOHL 

1996
Robert Orth as Harvey Milk, 
Juliana Gondek as Dianne Feinstein, 
and Gidon Saks as Mayor George 
Moscone in Harvey Milk, opera 
by Stewart Wallace with libretto 
by Michael Korie. 
PHOTO: RON SCHERL 

2000
Frederic von Stade as Mrs. Patrick 
de Rocher and Susan Graham as 
Sister Helen Prejean in Dead Man 
Walking*, opera by Jake Heggie with 
libretto by Terrence McNally. 
PHOTO: KEN FRIEDMAN 

2005
Gerald Finley as J. Robert Oppenheimer
in Doctor Atomic*, opera by John Adams
with libretto by Peter Sellars. 
PHOTO: TERRENCE MCCARTHY

2007
Andrew Shore as Ulysses S. Grant and Dwayne Croft as Robert E. Lee in 
Appomattox*, opera by Philip Glass with libretto by Christopher Hampton. 
PHOTO: TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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2011
Thomas Hampson as Rick Rescorla in Heart of a Soldier*, opera by Christopher 
Theofanidis with libretto by Donna Di Novelli. PHOTO: CORY WEAVER

2013
Nathan Gunn as Yeshua (Jesus) and Sasha Cooke
as Mary Magdalene in The Gospel of Mary Magdalene*, 
opera and libretto by Mark Adamo. 
PHOTO: CORY WEAVER

2017
J’Nai Bridges as Josefa Segovia
and Julia Bullock as Dame Shirley
in Girls of the Golden West*, opera
by John Adams with libretto by
Peter Sellars. 
PHOTO: STEFAN COHEN

2022
Amina Edris and Gerald Finley
as the title roles in Antony and
Cleopatra*, opera by John Adams. 
PHOTO: CORY WEAVER

2023
Daniela Mack as Frida Kahlo, 

Alfredo Daza as Diego Rivera, 
and Yaritza Véliz as Catrina in

El último sueño de Frida y Diego,
opera by Gabriela Lena Frank

with libretto by Nilo Cruz. 
PHOTO: CORY WEAVER

*World Premiere presented by San Francisco Opera

2023
John Moore as Steve Jobs in
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs,
opera by Mason Bates with libretto 
by Mark Campbell. 
PHOTO: CORY WEAVER

2023
Jamez McCorkle as Omar ibn Said
in Omar, opera by Rhiannon Giddens 
and Michael Abels with libretto by 
Rhiannon Giddens. 
PHOTO: CORY WEAVER/LA OPERA



CONNECT TO SAN FRANCISCO OPERA after the 
performance! Follow us on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, 
and TikTok @sfopera for your insider’s look! 

COAT CHECK  

Check your coat at the north and south ends of the Main 
Lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, large bags 
are strongly discouraged and are subject to search. 
 

DINING  

CAFES: Enjoy a variety of sandwiches, snacks, and refreshments 
Café Express (Lower Level, Open 2 hours before curtain) 
Dress Circle Lounge (Level 3, South, Open 1 hour before curtain) 
 
RESTAURANTS: Dine pre-show or reserve a table for intermission. 
Prelude at The Opera House • Lower Lounge 

Prelude at the Opera House (formerly known as The Café at 
the Opera) offers a changing seasonal buffet (including 
brunch) and elevated à la carte dishes. 

North Box Restaurant and Bar • North Mezzanine Level 

Overlooking the magnificent main lobby, North Box Restaurant 
offers California cuisine with global influences and is an ideal 
destination for pre-performance and intermission dining. 

Restaurants are open two hours prior to performances. 
Reservations are strongly recommended.  
Reserve a table online at sfopera.com/dine or email 
operahousepreorder@ggcatering.com,  
or call (415) 861-8150 (email preferred over phone). 

 
PRE-ORDER!  

Avoid lines during intermission by pre-ordering beverages and 
snacks with a food and beverage server upon your arrival at 
any point of service. 

 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP 
Take home a memento! Located in the South Mezzanine 
lobby, the Opera Shop sells branded merchandise, jewelry, 
books, and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before 
performances, at intermissions, and afterward. All proceeds 
benefit San Francisco Opera. 

 

FIRST AID STATION  

Our First Aid Station is located on the South Lower Level. In 

case of emergency, please ask the nearest usher to assist you. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY  

San Francisco Opera is committed to providing easy access 

for all of our patrons. If you need assistance for a future 

performance, please contact the Opera Box Office prior to 

your visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

 

FOR PATRONS USING WHEELCHAIRS, San Francisco Opera 

offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of prices. All 

entrances at the War Memorial Opera House are wheelchair 

accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in restrooms can 

be found on all floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 

Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are located 

on all floors except the Balcony Level.

Your Guide to San Francisco Opera  
at the War Memorial Opera House 

 
W E L C O M E !  W E ’ R E  S O  P L E A S E D  Y O U ’ R E  H E R E .  

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E .   
H E L P  U S  M A K E  S U R E  E V E R Y O N E   

H A S  A  W O N D E R F U L  E X P E R I E N C E !  

• Turn off all electronic devices during the performance, 

including digital watches and cell phones. We ask this 

out of respect for the artists and for everyone in the 

theater enjoying a live, in-the-moment experience. 

• Take photos before or after the performance, during 

intermission, or during the bows, and leave cameras 

and recording devices off during performances.  

• Enjoy food and drinks, purchased onsite pre-show and 

during intermission, before entering the theater. You 

may bring drinks into the theater, but please be 

mindful of your fellow patrons. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have fragrance 

allergies, please avoid wearing perfume or cologne. 

• Get to know and enjoy this wonderful community of 

opera lovers. Say hello to one another pre-show, at 

intermission, or leaving the theater. 

Management reserves the right to remove any patron creating a disturbance. 
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LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 

Visit the North Lobby coat check for large-print versions. 
 

LISTENING DEVICES  

Assistive listening devices are available at the North Lobby 

coat check. ID deposit required. 
 

LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 

Headsets that provide a spoken version of the supertitles are 

available at the North Lobby coat check. 
 

OPERA GLASSES  

See the action up close and rent a pair of opera glasses for $5 at the 

North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested. Credit card only. 
 

LOST AND FOUND  

Items may be turned in or claimed at the North coat check 

during the performance. All unclaimed items are delivered to 

the War Memorial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van Ness 

Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 AM–5 PM, Monday–Friday). 
 

RESTROOMS 

Restrooms are located on all levels of the Opera House 

except on the Orchestra Level (Main Lobby). 

 

RIDESHARE 

Direct your rideshare service to pick up and drop off using the 

white loading zone at 455 Franklin Street (located behind the 

Opera House). 
 

TAXI SERVICE  

Patrons desiring a taxi after a performance should come to 

the Grove Street Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 

Opera House. Taxis cannot be guaranteed as service is 

based on availability of licensed taxis. Please note the Taxi 

Ramp is not staffed.  

IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY 

Meet Your Civic Center Ambassadors!  
As you leave the theater, be on the lookout for friendly 
community ambassadors in orange vests or coats along  
Grove Street. These ambassadors are there to assist you 
and escort you to and from the Opera House on 
performance days and evenings from 6:30–11:30pm. 

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of  
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of  

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable London N. Breed, Mayor 

TRUSTEES 
Thomas E. Horn, President 

Gorretti Lo Lui, Vice-President 
Sakurako Fisher 

Stanlee Ray Gatti 
Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.) 

Maryam Muduroglu 
Joyce Newstat 
Paul F. Pelosi 

Lieutenant General Michael A. Rocco, USMC (Ret.) 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Brenda Wright 

 
Kate Sofis, Managing Director 

Rob Levin, Assistant Managing Director 
Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance.  

The San Francisco War Memorial acknowledges that we are on the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are the original inhabitants of the San 
Francisco Peninsula. As guests, we recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging 
the ancestors, elders, and relatives of the Ramaytush Community and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples.
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Matthew Shilvock 

Tad and Dianne Taube General Director 

 

Eun Sun Kim 

Caroline H. Hume Music Director 

  

Jennifer Good 

Managing Director: Production 

Gregory Henkel 

Managing Director: Artistic 

Michael Simpson 

Managing Director: Administration/Chief Financial Officer 

Lee Helms 

Director of Innovation Programs  

Julia Inouye 

Director of Communications 

Georgi Kelly 

Chief Philanthropy Officer 

Troy Smith 

Director of Marketing 

Theresa Von Klug 

Chief Operating Officer 

 

David Gockley, General Director Emeritus 

  

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

 

FINANCE 

Christopher Tom, Controller 

Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 

Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 

Linda Rodriguez, Accounting Manager 

Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 

Whitney Ward, Payroll Administrator 

 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 

Daniel Rivera-Quezada, Network Support Engineer 

Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst 

Susan McConkey, Consultant 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

Timmy Yuen, Human Resources Manager 

Paulette Piedad, Human Resources Generalist 

 

 

A R C H I V E S  

 

Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives 

 

 

A R T I S T I C  

 

CHORUS DIRECTION 

John Keene, Chorus Director 

Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 

  

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 

Zackery Hayhurst, Artistic Planning Manager 

Ilana Rainero-de Haan, Music Planning Manager 

John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff

Vivian Wang,  

Music Planning Associate & Opera Librarian 
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator  
Justin Benard,  

Assistant to the Managing Director: Artistic  
 
MUSIC STAFF 

Aaron Breid, César Cañón, John Churchwell,  

Edo Frenkel, Bryndon Hassman, Andrew King, 

William Long, Robert Mollicone, Matthew Piatt,  

Laura Poe, Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad,  

Bin Yu Sanford, Stefano Sarzani, Brendon Shapiro, 

Peter Walsh, William Woodard 
 
Geoffrey Lee, Ballet Pianist 
 
LANGUAGE COACHES 

Radoslava Biancalana, Czech 

Anja Burmeister, German 

Alessandra Cattani, Italian 

Patricia Kristof Moy, French 

Lynne Soffer, English Diction 
 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Carrie-Ann Matheson,  

Artistic Director, San Francisco Opera Center  
Markus Beam,  

General Manager, San Francisco Opera Center 
Jayne Diliberto, Opera Center Scheduler  
 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  

 

Jeffery McMillan, Public Relations Director 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
 

 

D E V E L O P M E N T  

 

Tabitha Rowell, Director of Development 
Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 

Lisa Bordachar,  
Director of Prospect Research and Strategy 

 
ANNUAL GIVING 
Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving 
Alek Shrader, Annual Giving Officer 
 
INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING 

Jen Amato, Leadership Giving Officer 
Tom Mulder, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Alondra Orellana, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Gabriel Tanguay Ortega,  

Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Jacqueline Hammel, Individual Giving Officer 
Kate Wood, Individual Giving Officer 
Maude Engström, Legacy Giving Associate 
Maita Eyzaguirre, Development Associate: Strategy 
Johann Joson, Development Associate: Stewardship 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Karman Ferrell Pave, Director of Special Events 

Katie Cagampan,  

Associate Director of Special Events

D I V E R S I T Y ,  E Q U I T Y  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  

 

Ryan Marchand,  

Director of Diversity, Equity and Community 

Christabel Nunoo, Education Development Manager 

Cole Thomason-Redus, Educational Content Curator 

Chelbi Harvin-Dickens,  

Community Engagement Coordinator  

 

Anthony Aguilar, Vivienne Alcantar,  

Joshua Raoul Brody, Marcelle Dronkers,  

Katherine Issel Pitre, Sven Olbash,  

Jacob Russel-Snyder, Christopher Street,  

Cole Thomason-Redus  

  Teaching Artists 

 

 

E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E S  

 

Jordan Amann, General Director’s Associate 

Rachael Smith,  

Executive Assistant to the Music Director 

Celestine Ratsch-Rivera,  

Assistant to the Executive Offices 

Elena Park, Strategic Advisor 

 

 
M A R K E T I N G  

 

Chi-Hsuan Yang,  

Associate Director of Analytics and Strategy 

Michael Bragg, Marketing Manager, Digital Content 

Tyler Cervini,  

Marketing Manager, Digital & Acquisition 

Alyssa Feskanin,  

Marketing Manager, Email and Digital 

Jen Fingal, Marketing Manager, Brand and Loyalty 

Sophia Nguyen,  

Senior Marketing Coordinator, Brand and Loyalty 

Farrah Hammond, Marketing Manager,  

Engagement and Partnerships 

Emma Saperstein, Marketing Coordinator 

Bill Murray, Marketing Manager, Web and E-Commerce 

Adam Snellings, Art Director 

Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager 

 

BOX OFFICE 

Jessica Fauver, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 

Rebecca Page,  

Medallion Society Concierge Manager,  

Assistant Box Office Manager 

Jennifer Pollack,  

Group Sales Manager, Assistant Treasurer  

Charles McGraw, Christopher Mark,  

Assistant Treasurer 

Emily Tilles,  

Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer 

Roberto Bonilla, Phone Room Sales Manager, 

Subscriber Representative 

Dale Whitmill, Subscriber Representative 

Jing Bentley, Adrianne Chu, Marilyn Duran,  

Julia Grizzell, Kyle Minor, Yma Munoz, 

  Patron Services Personnel 

Administration
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FRONT OF HOUSE 

Jamye Divila Largent, House Manager 

Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 

 

Rodney Anderson, Sy Auerbach, Marcelo Barbero,  

Armando Benutto, Stuart Bousel, Jan Brown,  

Danica Burt, Wendy Chang, Frank Chow,  

Kathy Dere, Martin Dias, Dave Doering,  

Jonathan Drogin, Mel Dufort, Bill Flanagan,  

Christine Ford, Jorge Gonzalez-Rodriguez,  

Chip Heath, Kate Juliana, Elaine Kawasaki,  

Kathleen Keeler, Eileen Keremitsis, Helen Kim, 

Ryszard Koprowski, Chris Largent, Bill Laschuk, 

Sharon Lee, Leland Leong, Marilyn Leong, Sadie Li, 

Julia Livesey, Lenore Long, Doug Luyendyk,  

Michael Mak, Dina Marshalek, Manuel Martinez, 

Leontyne Mbele-Mbong, Sam Mesinger,  

Alicia Morales, John Morris, Timm Muldoon,  

Dale Nedelco, Beth Norris, Jeff Norris, Jan Padover, 

Julie Peck, Christine Plowright, Robert Remple,  

Bill Repp, Robyn Sandberg, Allen Sawyer,  

Kelly Smith, Stephanie Somersille, Kumi Stanfield, 

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Claire Tremblay,  

Richard Wagner, Steve Weiss, Tom Wong,  

May Yasui, Elaine Yee  

  Ushers 

Ginny Lackner, Bob Nelson,  

Volunteer Usher, 50+ years of service 

 

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid 

  

OPERA SHOP 

Jay Stebley, Retail Manager 

Susan Montana, Assistant Manager 

 

 

M U S I C  O P E R A T I O N S  

 

Matthew Buckman, Director of Music Operations 

Kali Wilson, Associate Music Operations Director 

Noelle Romelfanger,  

Senior Music Operations Associate 

Cameron Daly, Music Operations Associate 

Kip Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus 

   

ORCHESTRA 

Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 

Kevin Myers, Orchestra Operations Manager 

Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 

Krisha Montmorency, Assistant Orchestra Librarian 

 

 

P A T R O N  O P E R A T I O N S  

 

David Odenkirchen,  

Director of Patron Operations  

and Revenue Management 

Jess Levy, Associate Director of Patron Data 

Alix Josefski,  

Associate Director of Donor Services 

Sarah Benjamin, Patron Data Assistant 

Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 

Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 

Mark Wladika, Web Development Manager

P R O D U C T I O N  

*Senior Production Staff Member 

 

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Jeremy Patfield,  

Director of Production Operations & Media* 

Paul Dana,  

Support Services Coordinator 

Sylvia Jiang,  

Production Finance Assistant 

Ellen Presley,  

Special Projects Manager 

Celine Strouts,  

Production Operations Manager 

  

AUDIO 

Doug Mitchell,  

Head of Audio/Video 

Ziggy Tomcich,  

Assistant Head of Audio/Video 

  

CARPENTRY 

David Hatch, Head of Carpentry 

Mark Baumann, Assistant Head of Carpentry 

Christopher Davis, Wilsey Center Head 

 

COSTUME DEPARTMENT 

Daniele McCartan, Costume Director* 

Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 

Charlotte Brockman, Production Accountant 

Galen Till, Senior Production Supervisor 

  

ELECTRICS 

Leon Parsons, Head of Electrics 

Michael Anderson,  

Assistant Head of Electrics 

Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator 

 

FIGHT DIRECTION 

Dave Maier, Fight Director 

  

LIGHTING 

Justin Partier, Lighting Director* 

Davida Tkach, Assistant Lighting Designer 

Daniel Friedman, Assistant Lighting Designer 

Sasha Finley, Lighting Intern 

Natalia Carlson, Hemsley Lighting Intern 

 

MEDIA 

Jodi Gage, Media Producer 

 

PROPERTIES 

Lori Harrison,  

Head of Properties 

Frederick Wielandt,  

Assistant Head of Properties 

  

REHEARSAL 

Marin Venturi,  

Rehearsal Department Director* 

Savannah Criswell, Rehearsal Administrator 

Jacob Zdunich, Rehearsal Coordinator: Personnel 

Liz R. Ray, Rehearsal Coordinator: Administration 

Heather Kelly-Laws, Rehearsal Assistant

SCENE SHOP 

John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreperson 

Steve McNally, Scenic Artist in Charge 

 

STAGING STAFF 

Darin Burnett,  

Production Stage Manager*   

Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber,  

Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey,  

  Stage Managers 

Ian Andrew Askew, Jose Maria Condemi,  

E. Reed Fisher, Jennifer Harber,  

Dan Wallace Miller,  

Roy Rallo, Morgan Robinson, 

  Assistant Stage Directors 

Collette Berg, Jonathan S. Campbell,  

Megan Coutts, Jayme O’Hara,  

Thea Railey, Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 

Colm Seery, Dance Master 

  

TECHNICAL DIRECTION 

Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 

Ryan O’Steen, Production Manager* 

Lawren Gregory, Assistant Technical Director 

Scott Cavallo, Assistant Technical Director 

  

WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head of Wardrobe 

Cynthia Fusco, Carol Horaitis, 

Robert Horek, David McKain,   

  Wardrobe Assistants 

  

WIG, HAIR, & MAKEUP 

Jeanna Parham,  

Department Head of Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 

Christina Martin,  

Assistant Department Head of  

Wigs, Hair, and Makeup 

 

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 

 

Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 

 

Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 

 

UCSF doctors: 

Dr. George Rutherford,  

Dr. Mark Almond,  

Dr. Robert Harrison,  

Dr. Sanziana Roman,  

Dr. Clark Rosen 

 

Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 

 

Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 

 

Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 

 

Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
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John Keene, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 

REGULAR CHORUS 

Nadima Avakian  
Buffy Baggott 
Kathleen Bayler 
C. Michael Belle 
William Lee Bryan * 
Cheryl Cain 
Janet Campbell 
Alan Cochran  
Sara Colburn t 
Edith Dowd 
Anders Fröhlich 
John Fulton * 
Kevin Gino * 
Stella Hannock * 
Daniel Harper 
Christopher Jackson * 
Michael Jankosky * 
Silvie Jensen * 
Wilford Kelly *  
Claire Kelm 
Crystal Kim *

Bojan Knežević *  
Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Liesl McPherrin * 
Angela Eden Moser * 
Sally Mouzon 
Sarah Nadreau  
Erin Neff 
William O’Neill * 
Andrew Thomas Pardini * 
Rachelle Perry 
Phillip Pickens  
William Pickersgill  
Chester Pidduck *  
Laurel Cameron Porter 
Valery Portnov  
Carole Schaffer t 
Jonathan Smucker 
Whitney Steele * 
Jesslyn Thomas *  
Jere Torkelsen *  
Andrew Truett 

t Chorus member on leave of absence 
* Solo Role 

EXTRA CHORUS 

Andrea Alderman 
Angela Arnold 
Elizabeth Baker 
Aleta Braxton * 
Jennifer Brody 
Katie Carlson Cartwright 
Sara Colburn 
Christopher Craig * 
Johanne Daniel 
Clare Demer 
Spencer Dodd 
Melissa Dufort * 
Jessica-Elisabeth * 
John Fluker * 
Margaret Genovese 
Patrick J. Hagen 
Harlan Hays 
Earl Hazell * 
Glenn Healy 
Matt Hidalgo 
Joshua Hughes 
Ernest C. Jackson Jr. * 
Jawan Jenkins 
Celesti’anna Jordan 
David Kekuewa 
Michael Kuo 
Eric Levintow 
Benjamin Liupaogo 
Matthew Lovell 
Joachim Luis 

Joanna Lynn-Jacobs * 
Ianthe Marini 
Zachary Martin 
Michael Mendelsohn 
Courtney Miller 
Thalia Moore * 
Julia Mulholland 
Antonio Nagore 
Raiña Parks 
Alexander Perkins 
Aimée Puentes 
Samuel Rabinowitz 
Leandra Ramm 
Clifton Romig 
Fernando Ruiz 
Chung-Wai Soong 
Alexander Taite * 
Nicole Takesono 
Taylor Thomas-Thompson 
Patrick Tsoi-A-Sue 
Sydnee Turrentine-Johnson * 
Nicolas Vasquez-Gerst 
Chloe Vaught * 
Igor Vieira 
Nick Volkert 
Miles Ward 
Jack Wilkins 
Jacque Wilson 
Daniel Yoder

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS 
Julie Adams °^ 
Hadleigh Adams °^ 
Roberto Alagna * 
Andrea Alderman 
Angela Arnold 
Javier Arrey 
Zhengyi Bai °^ 
Barry Banks 
Joseph Barron 
C. Michael Belle 
Gabrielle Beteag ^† 
David Bizic * 
Angel Blue 
Aleksey Bogdanov ^ 
Aleta Braxton * 
Bille Bruley * 
William Lee Bryan 
Cheryl Cain 
Sarah Cambidge °^ 
Victor Cardamone ^† 
Maire Therese Carmack * 
Arturo Chacón-Cruz ^ 
Sarah Coit 
Sasha Cooke 
Christopher Craig * 
Johanne Daniel 
Claire de Sevigne * 
Camilo Delgado Diaz ** 
Ashley Dixon °^ 
Ruxandra Donose 
Melissa Dufort * 
Marina Dumont ** 
Jessica-Elisabeth * 
John Fluker * 
Julie Fuchs * 
John Fulton 
Christina Gansch 
Norman Garrett * 
Margaret Genovese 
Rod Gilfry 
Kevin Gino 
Renato Girolami * 
Edward Graves ^† 
Calvin Griffin * 
Jongwon Han † 
Stella Hannock 
Earl Hazell 
Julie Hega ** 
Jonah Hoskins * 
Vilma Jää ** 
Christopher Jackson 
Ernest C. Jackson, Jr. * 

Joanna Lynn-Jacobs * 
Michael Jankosky 
Silvie Jensen 
James Johnson ~ 
Sydnee Turrentine-Johnson * 
Wilford Kelly * 
Hyona Kim 
Simon Kluth ** 
Bojan Knežević 
Laura Krumm °^ 
Aleksandra Kurzak 
Judit Kutasi ** 
Joseph Lattanzi *^ 
Adam Lau ^ 
Randy Lee 
Thomas Lehman * 
Christine Lyons 
Daniela Mack °^ 
Malcolm MacKenzie 
Jamez McCorkle * 
Jermaine McGhee *~ 
Liesl McPherrin 
Courtney Miller 
John Moore * 
Thalia Moore * 
Beate Mordal ** 
Angela Moser 
Brian Mulligan 
Miles Mykkanen * 
Daniel Okulitch ^ 
Simon O’Neill ^ 
William O’Neill 
Kenneth Overton 
Andrew Thomas Pardini 
Pene Pati °^ 
Amitai Pati °^ 
George Petean * 
Chester Pidduck 
Robert Pomakov  
Laurel Cameron Porter 
Nikola Printz ^† 
Taylor Raven ^ 
Brittany Renee * 
Arianna Rodriguez ^† 
Mikayla Sager ^† 
Moisés Salazar ^† 
Ekaterina Semenchuk 
Lucy Shelton * 
Alek Shrader °^ 
Kristinn Sigmundsson 
Anna Simińska * 
Olivia Smith ^† 
Whitney Steele 

Alexander Taite 
Nicholas Tamagna * 
Rehanna Thelwell * 
Jere Torkelsen 
Lauri Vasar ** 
Carlo Vistoli * 
Chloe Vaught * 
Wei Wu * 
Kyle van Schoonhoven ^ 
Jesslyn Thomas 
Kwangchul Youn * 
Slávka Zámečníková ** 
 
CONDUCTORS 
Michael Christie 
John Kennedy * 
Eun Sun Kim 
Clément Mao-Takacs * 
Christopher Moulds 
Ramón Tebar * 
 
PRODUCTION 
Barrie Kosky and  

Suzanne Andrade 
Sir David McVicar 
Simon Stone * 
 
STAGE DIRECTORS 
Christopher Alden 
David Alden 
Kevin Newbury 
Roy Rallo 
Peter Relton * 
Tobias Ribitzki * 
Kaneza Schaal * 
Daniel Slater 
 
CHOREOGRAPHERS  
Kiara Benn * 
Maxine Braham * 
Timothy Claydon * 
 
KEY:  
* San Francisco Opera Debut 
** U.S. Debut 
° Former Adler Fellow 
† Current Adler Fellow 
^ Former Merola Opera Program 

participant 
~ Solo Dancer 
Cover Artist 

2023–24 Artists Chorus

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, and craftspeople make possible our performances. 

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6 

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc. 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 16 

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784,  I.A.T.S.E 

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706, 
I.A.T.S.E. 

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800 

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.A.T.S.E. 

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18
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Alysia Chang ~ 
Vincent Chavez 
Brett Conway ^ 

Jamielyn Duggan ^ 
Marquis Engle 

Blanche Hampton ^ 
Zaria Jackson 

James Johnson 
Bryan Ketron t 
Luke Lazzaro 
Felipe Leon 

Rachel Speidel Little t 
Marlayna Elyse Locklear 

Damon Mahoney 
Coral Martin 

Micah Moch 
Christopher Nachtrab ^* 

Jekyns Pelaez t 
Maxwell Simoes ~ 
Chiharu Shibata ^* 

Marcos Vedovetto ~ 
Jeffrey Ware 

Michael Wells 
 
 

^ Tenured 
t Tenured Dancer  

on Leave of Absence 
~ Resident Corps 

* Solo Role

Corps Dancers 
Colm Seery, Dance Master 

Omar Child Supernumeraries 
Jahla Love 

Remi Abidoye 
 

Elixir of Love Child Supernumeraries 
Aidan Rhys Politza 
Brayden Christian 

 
Elixir of Love Supernumeraries 

Doug Spradlin 
 

Supernumeraries 

FIRST VIOLIN 
Kay Stern, Concertmaster 
Maya Cohon, Associate Concertmaster + 
Heidi Wilcox,  

Assistant Concertmaster  
Jennifer Cho 
Dawn Harms 
Mariya Borozina 
Naoko Nakajima 
Barbara Riccardi 
Dian Zhang 
Leonid Igudesman 
Jennifer Hsieh 
Asuka Annie Yano 
 
SECOND VIOLIN 
Jeremy Preston, Principal 
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal 
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal 
Eva Karasik 
Leslie Ludena 
Ka-Yeon Lee 
Aya Kiyonaga 
Craig Reiss 
 
VIOLA 
Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal 
Joy Fellows, Associate Principal + 
Emily Liu, Acting Assistant Principal ^ 
Patricia Heller 
Natalia Vershilova 
Elizabeth Prior ^ 
Yi Zhou ^ 

CELLO 
Evan Kahn, Principal 
Thalia Moore,  

Associate Principal 
Peter Myers,  

Assistant Principal 
Nora Pirquet 
Emil Miland 
Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Ruth Lane 
 
BASS 
Joseph Lescher, Principal 
Jonathan Lancelle,  

Associate Principal 
Shinji Eshima,  

Acting Assistant Principal 
Evan Hillis ^ 
Zach Hislop ^ 
 
FLUTE 
Julie McKenzie, Principal 
Susan Kang ^ 
Stephanie McNab  
 
PICCOLO 
Stephanie McNab 
 
OBOE 
Mingjia Liu, Principal 
Gabriel Young, Associate Principal + 
Liam Boisset ^ 
Books Fisher ^ 
Wentao Jiang ^ 
 

ENGLISH HORN 
Liam Boisset ^ 
Wentao Jiang ^ 
 
CLARINET 
José González Granero, Principal 
Joanne Burke Eisler,  

Assistant Principal † 
Sean Krissman ^ 
Junghwan Lee ^ 
 
BASS CLARINET 
Junghwan Lee ^ 
 
BASSOON 
Rufus Olivier, Principal 
Daniel MacNeill + 
Michael Severance † 
Shawn Jones ^ 
 
CONTRABASSOON 
Michael Severance † 
Shawn Jones ^ 
 
FRENCH HORN 
Kevin Rivard, Principal 
Keith Green 
Brian McCarty, Associate Principal 
Meredith Brown ^ 
Phillip Palmore ^ 
Caitlyn Smith-Franklin ^ 
 
TRUMPET 
Adam Luftman, Principal 
Scott Macomber ^ 
John Pearson + 
 

TROMBONE 
Michael Cox, Acting Principal 
Jeffrey Budin ^ 
David Ridge 
 
BASS TROMBONE 
David Ridge, Principal 
 
TUBA/CIMBASSO 
Zachariah Spellman, Principal 
 
TIMPANI 
John Burgardt, Principal 
 
PERCUSSION 
Patricia Niemi, Acting Principal 
Victor Avdienko ^ 
 
HARP 
Annabelle Taubl ^ 
 
LIBRARIAN 
Carrie Weick 
Krisha Montmorency, Assistant Librarian 
 
ADDITIONAL MUSICIANS 
Bryndon Hassman, harpsichord 
Yang Lin, piano 
 
ORCHESTRA MANAGER 
Tracy Davis 
Kevin Myers,  

Orchestra Operations Manager 
 
† = Leave of absence 
+ = Principal for one or more  

Summer season operas 
^ = Season Substitute 

Orchestra 
Eun Sun Kim, Music Director 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

C O S T U M E  S H O P  

Jai Alltizer (23), Costume Shop Manager 
Galen Till (19),  

Senior Production Supervisor 
Lyre Alston, Production Supervisor 
Manuel Gutierrez (24),  

Production Coordinator 
Sally Thomas (24), Master Tailor 
Amy Ashton-Keller (30), Master Draper 
Barbara Ebel (15), Senior Draper 
Santiago Suanes (14), Men’s Draper 
Nika Cassaro, Draper 
Paula Wheeler (32), Senior Milliner 
Amy Van Every (39), Senior Dyer 
Karen Lewis, Assitant Dyer 
Jersey McDermott (24),  

Senior Craftsperson/Shoe Specialist 
Emma Lehman, Kristen Tracy (16), 

Assistant Cutters 
Yui Takenouchi, Taylor Newell,  

Kaitlyn Patrick, First Hand 
Robyn Marsh, Victoria Mortimer, 

Costume Assistants 
 
COSTUME TECHNICIANS 

Miriam Acosta (26), Karla Fix,  
Hoa Fong (25), Gillian Haratani (12), 
Haratini (12), Jaya Grace Goheen,  
Ashley Granbow, Katherine Griffith,  
Meg Horan, Amanda Mitchell,  
Sara Morimoto, Mikael Nohai,  
Sarah Ellen Smith, Charles Sullivan,  
Yesenia Villenasenor, Robert Whitehurst 
 
 
W A R D R O B E  D E P A R T M E N T  

 

CORE CREW  

Nicolas Chacon  
Linda Edwards (25)  
Edward Fonseca (12)  
Lorraine Lewis (11)  
Emma Mueller 
Rachell Nichols  
Phil Perry (26)  
Patrick Sanchez (14)  
Don Smith (27)  
Scott Stewart (23)  
Grisel Torres  
Kirsten Tucker (20) 
 
DRESSERS  

Paula Barish 
Kathleen Blake (11) 
Ava Byrd 
Ash Cable 
Claudia Holaday (44) 
Ralph Hoy 
Michael Kruzich 
Jeffery Larsen 
Demetrius Martin 
Jennifer O’Neill (11) 
Fox Radosevich 
Mark Saladino

W I G ,  H A I R ,  A N D   

M A K E U P  D E P A R T M E N T  

 

SENIOR WIG ARTISTS 

Erin Hennessy (10) 
Maur Sela 
 
WIG ARTISTS 

Tori Grayum 
Gloria Mueller 
Sharon Peng 
Lindsay Saier 
 
SHOW CALL FOREPERSONS 

Consuelo Lopez-Robbins 
Christina Martin (11) 
Sharon Peng  
Tim Santry (32) 
 
PRINCIPAL WIG, HAIR,  

AND MAKEUP ARTISTS 

Melanie Birch (36), Calli Carvajal,  
Sarah Coy, Maricela Garcia,  
Denise Gutierrez (40), Arina Izadi,  
Amber Laudermilk,  
Consuelo Lopez-Robbins,  
Toby Mayer (32), Lisa Patnoe (32),  
Sharon Peng, Maurisa Rondeau,  
Tim Santry (32) 
 
SHOW CALL WIG, HAIR,  

AND MAKEUP ARTISTS 

Shana Astrachan,  
Vanessa Blanchard Lee,  
Kristen Campbell, Calli Carvajal,  
Sarah Coy, Tatyana Fateyeva,  
Marisela Garcia, Denise Gutierrez (40),  
Erin Hennessy (10), Arina Izadi,  
Amber Laudermilk,  
Consuelo Lopez-Robbins, Letzy Lugo, 
Christina Martin (11), Toby Mayer (32), 
Gloria Mueller, Naki Mugambi,  
Robert Mzarik (17), Leilani Norman,  
Lisa Patnoe (32), Sharon Peng,  
Jordan Plath, Maurisa Rondeau,  
Lindsay Saier, Maur Sela,  
Sophie Smith (9), Kimberly Virgen,  
Lisa Zomer (24) 
 
S C E N E  S H O P  
Dennis Forry 
Christian Martinez 
Dylan Maxson 
Victor Sanchez (26) 
 
 
S C E N I C  A R T  D E P A R T M E N T  

Lauren Abrams 
Jennifer Bennes 

C A R P E N T R Y  D E P A R T M E N T  

Robert Avery 
Neil Biagio 
Dominic Casazza (20),  

Assistant Key Flyperson 
Gabriel Castellani (13),  

Automation Key 
Michael Chapman (11), Key 
Dennis Criswell 
Paul Delatorre (24), Key 
Tony Garcia 
Karla Hargrave 
Greg Harsha (24), Key 
Geoffrey R. Heron (17) 
Geoffrey W. Heron (29), Key 
Philip Heron, (21),  

Automation and Rigging Foreperson 
Ed Joe, Warehouse Foreperson 
Nick Kukielka 
Michael Martino 
Alex Meyer 
Harry Niedzwetzki (31) 
John O’Donnell (35), Key Flyperson 
Enrique Pronio 
Michael Ramirez 
Ty Russell,  

Night Crew Foreperson 
James Ryan 
Kenneth Ryan (41) 
Michael Ryan 
Eila Saarni 
Gregory Shaff (35), Key 
Harper Shipley 
Cyrus Sindicich 
Sean Walden (12) 
Randy Walsh (21), Assistant Key 
Collin Whitfield 
Sammy Wong 
 
 
P R O P E R T Y  D E P A R T M E N T  
Scott J. Barringer (23), Key 
Greta Calvo 
Christy Carter 
James Eldredge (19), Shop Mechanic 
Hilary Engelman 
Qris Fry 
Tim Heaney 
Jane Henderson 
Patricia Hewett (16), Assistant Key 
Myron Seth Isaacs (23), Key 
Mark Kotschnig (21), Key 
Emilio Lopez 
John Matlock, Assistant Key 
Beth Ozarow (27), Out of House Key 
Tara Pellack 
Sarah Shores (16), Shop Mechanic 
Morgan Edward Womble-Dahl 
 
 
E L E C T R I C  D E P A R T M E N T  

Eugene Ahn (10), Gel Room 
Juan Aldana (19) 
Joni Ben-Yisrael 

John Boatwright (36),  
House Head Electrician 

Ariel Bott, Assistant Key Stage Left 
Danielle Colburn 
Erik Docktor (16), Projection Programmer 
Amy Domjan, Layout Electrician 
Stephen Echerd (20) 
Will Grunig (21) 
Robert Haycock, Key Stage Right 
Ana Gabriela Hernandez-McKig,  

Gel Room 
Geoff Heron (14), Pyro Technician 
Bernard Honigman (24),  

Key Light Board Operator 
Karen Jine 
Brendan Kierans (10),  

Electric Shop Foreperson 
Sophie Landau 
Maria Mendoza (35), Projection Coordinator 
Jonathan Philpott-Kenny 
Lloyd Murphy, Key Projectionist 
Glenn Quilici, Assistant Key Stage Right 
Kevin Quintero 
Matthew Reynolds 
William Rodriguez 
Kirt Siders, Data Administrator 
Andrew Sproule (24), Key Stage Left 
Jax Steager,  

Assistant Key Light Board Operator 
 
 
A U D I O  D E P A R T M E N T  
Emad Dajani 
Christine Dumke 
Kimberly Griess, Key 
Tod Nixon, Key (25) 
Bryan Olson 
Claude Bauschinger 
 
 
M E D I A  D E P A R T M E N T  
Bob Hines 
Steven Gianfermo 
Mitchell Kell, Video Editor 
Neal Morrison 
Elliott Rice 
Brian Shimetz 
Uwe Willenbacher (15), Audio Editor 
 
 
S T U D I O  T E A C H E R S  
Donnell Barnes, Carolyn Crimley,  
Susan Gill, Rhona Gordon, Dana Gray, 
Lua Hadar, Martha Harris, Karen Kindig, 
Victoria Northridge  
 
 
W R A N G L E R S  
Kate Juliana, Liz Pasha, Diana Young 
 
Employees who have served the 
Company for more than 10 years are 
listed with their years of service. 

Backstage Personnel
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All performances feature English supertitles. All dates, prices, programs, artists, and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustration by Brian Stauff er.

T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  N O W  |   S F O P E R A . C O M   |   ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0

J U N E  1 ,  7 ,  1 2 ,  1 6 ,  1 8 ,  2 1 ,  2 0 2 4

InnocenceInnocence
B Y  K A I J A  S A A R I A H O ,  S O F I  O K S A N E N ,

A N D  A L E K S I  B A R R I È R E

R E S I L I E N C E  A T  T H E  E D G E  O F  T R A G E D Y .

A
M

E R
I C

A
N

P
R

E M
I E R

E

R E S I L I E N C E  A T  T H E  E D G E  O F  T R A G E D Y .

“The most powerful work
Saariaho has written”

—  N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S



San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Assistant 

Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
First Violin

Dawn Harms 
First Violin

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Naoko Nakajima 
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara 
Assistant Principal 

Second Violin

Eva Karasik 
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Second Violin

Ka-Yeon Lee 
Second Violin

Aya Kiyonaga 
Second Violin

Maya Cohon  
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Heeguen Song 
Second Violin^

Evan Kahn 
Principal Cello

Thalia Moore 
Associate Principal 

Cello

Peter Myers 
Assistant Principal 

Cello

Nora Pirquet 
Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

Jung-Hsuan Ko 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

Joy Fellows 
Associate Principal 

Viola

Emily Liu 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Viola^

 Patricia Heller 
Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Elizabeth Prior 
Viola^

Yi Zhou 
Viola^

^ = Season Substitute 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Acting Assistant 
Principal Bass

Evan Hillis 
Bass^

Zach Hislop 
Bass^

Julie McKenzie 
Principal 

Flute

Susan Kang 
Flute^

Stephanie McNab 
Flute & Piccolo

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Gabriel Young 
Associate Principal 

Oboe

Liam Bosset 
Oboe/English Horn^

Brooks Fisher 
Oboe^

José González 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler 
Assistant Principal 

Clarinet

Sean Krissman 
Clarinet^

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Michael Severance 
Bassoon & 

Contrabassoon

Shawn Jones 
Bassoon/ 

Contrabassoon^

Kevin Rivard 
Principal  

Horn

Keith Green 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Associate Principal 

Horn

Phillip Palmore 
Horn^

Caitlyn Smith-
Franklin 

French Horn^

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet^

Michael Cox 
Acting Principal 

Trombone

Jeffrey Budin 
Second Trombone^

David Ridge 
Principal 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt 
Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Acting Principal 

Percussion

Victor Avdienko 
Percussion^

Annabelle Taubl 
Acting Principal 

Harp^

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

^ = Season Substitute 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

Nadima Avakian 
Soprano

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Cheryl Cain 
Soprano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Claire Kelm 
Soprano

Crystal Kim  
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Liesl McPherrin 
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser 
Soprano

Rachelle Perry 
Soprano

Carole Schaffer 
Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Edith Dowd  
Mezzo-Soprano

Stella Hannock 
Mezzo-Soprano

Silvie Jensen 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sarah Nadreau 
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

San Francisco Opera Regular Chorus

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

Most photos by John Martin.  
Not pictured: Wentao Jiang (Oboe),  
Junghwan Lee (Clarinet),  
Meredith Brown (Horn),  
Kevin Myers (Orchestra Operations Manager),  
Krisha Montmorency (Assistant Librarian) 
 

^ = Season Substitute
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Whitney Steele 
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Kevin Gino 
Tenor

Daniel Harper 
Tenor

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Michael Jankosky 
Tenor

John Fulton 
Baritone

Jere Torkelsen 
Baritone

Wilford Kelly 
Bass

Bojan Knežević 
Bass

William O’Neill 
Bass

William Pickersgill 
Bass

Valery Portnov 
Bass 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS  CONTINUED  

Jamielyn Duggan Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron 
Leave of Absence

Rachel Speidel Little 
Leave of Absence

Christopher Nachtrab Jekyns Peláez 
Leave of Absence

San Francisco Opera Corps Dancers

Chiharu Shibata 

Most photos by John Martin.   

Carole Schaffer by Pamela Dale and Jonathan Smucker by Lisa Keating.

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor

Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Jonathan Smucker 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

William Lee Bryan 
Baritone

Anders Fröhlich 
Baritone

Andrew Thomas 
Pardini 

Baritone
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Young

lovers
unite!
opera

P H O T O S :  D R E W  A LT I Z E R  P H O T O G R A P H Y.

D O N A T E  T O D A Y  T O  U N L O C K  Y O U R  A C C E S S 
A N D  C R E A T E  A  C O L L E C T I V E  I M P A C T .
Discover more about BRAVO! Club and Orpheus at S F O P E R A . C O M / Y O U N G P R O F E S S I O N A L S

S C A N  T O  J O I N

Your Young Opera Lover’s Community
Celebrate with a growing community of new and longtime opera lovers. 

BRAVO! Club is your access to special offers and exclusive member events.  

Invest in the future of opera as an Orpheus BRAVO! Club member and 
enjoy additional offerings to bring you closer to this incredible art form.

S P E C I A L  T I C K E T  O F F E R S ,  A R T I S T  M E E T - A N D - G R E E T S ,
E X C L U S I V E  E V E N T S ,  A N D  M O R E !



Soprano 
A R I A N N A  R O D R I G U E Z  
Fairfax, Virginia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Helen Berggruen,  
for Five Arts Foundation

2023 Adler Fellows

Mezzo-Soprano  
G A B R I E L L E  B E T E A G  
Atlanta, Georgia 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Tenor 
E D W A R D  G R A V E S  
Oxon HIll, Maryland 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karin Eames Peggy & Boyce Nut

Bass-Baritone 
J O N G W O N  H A N  
Seoul, South Korea 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund 
for Emerging Artists

Tenor 
V I C T O R  C A R D A M O N E  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Valerie Crane Dorfman

As Adler Fellows, emerging singers and pianists receive rigorous individualized coaching as 
well as opportunities to cover and perform roles in mainstage performances. Our Adler 

Friends and Sponsors play a vital role in their training, nurturing the talent and creativity of 

these budding artists and ensuring they reach their full potential as part of the program. 
We are extremely grateful for our Friends of Adler and Adler Sponsor support received 
between August 1, 2022 and October 2, 2023. For more information about sponsorship 
opportunities, please call Donor Services at (415) 565-3212.

Soprano 
M I K A Y L A  S A G E R  
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Anna & Steven Fieler

Soprano 
O L I V I A  S M I T H  
Penticton, British Columbia, 
Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Julie Dickson, Neil & Elsa S. Pering

Pianist/Coach 
M A R I K A  Y A S U D A  
Williamsburg, Virginia 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karen J. Kubin 

Tenor 
M O I S É S  S A L A Z A R  
Santa Ana, California 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Peggy & Boyce Nute 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 

Joyce & William Brantman Foundation 

Janet Cluff 

Leonard & Marie Collins 

Denise M. Cutler 

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 

Barbara B. Friede 

Bernice E. Greene 

Joseph H. Harris, Jr. 

Peggy Hill 

Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 

Fred Karren 

Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 

Mr. John E. Lee 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

Bernice Lindstrom,  

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 

Cheryl Samantha & Laurence Lyons 

Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 

Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 

Robert Meadows & Dennis Otto 

Mr. Robert B. Mison 

Don & Rene Morgan 

Alice Ames Morison 

Ronald D. Morrison 

Paul Nordine 

Mr. Glenn H. Reid* 

Barbara J. Ross 

Bob & Terri Ryan 

Deborah & Paul Sagues 

Sondra Schlesinger 

San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 

Barbara L. Traisman 

Moya & Aloysha Verzhbinsky 

Ms. Diana Yee 

Anonymous 

 

A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Darla & Richard Bastoni 

Peter & Jayne Davis 

Dianne A. Fowler 

Mary & Craig* Henderson 

Fred M. Levin, The Shenson Foundation 

Ellen & Paul McKaskle 

Ms. Barbara Walkowski 

Sheila Wishek 

 

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Helen Berggruen 

The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 

Valerie Crane Dorfman 

Julie Dickson 

Anna & Steve Fieler 

Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 

James A. Heagy,  

in memory of Jayne Heagy 

The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 

Karen J. Kubin 

Mrs. James K. McWilliams 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Neil & Elsa S. Pering 

Anonymous 

 

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S  
Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 

The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &  

Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 

Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Mrs. Edward W. Rosston* 

William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 

* deceased

Mezzo-Soprano 
N I K O L A  P R I N T Z  
Oakland, California 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
James A. Heagy, 
in memory of Jayne Heagy

Pianist/Coach 
Y A N G  L I N  
Shanghai, China 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
XX

“I strongly believe that every young artist needs to 

go through this experience, not only to grow as an 

artist but to also understand the intricacies of the 

business of opera. The guidance and tools I was 

provided during the Adler Program have served me 

and continue to serve me as I navigate my career.” 

—Amina Edris, soprano 
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San Francisco Opera Guild  
gives voice to potential through 

education and outreach programs 
that bring opera center stage  
into the life of the community.

O F F I C E R S  
Courtney Labe, President  
Maryam Muduroglu, Past President  
Ina Stangenes, Vice President, Administration  
Kathie Lowry, Vice President, Associates  
Peggy Hill, Vice President, Chapters  
Natasha Dalzell-Martinez, Vice President, DEI & Community Outreach  
Rita Benton Milner, Vice President, Development  
Cawley Carr, Vice President, Education  
Afie Royo, Vice President, Fundraising  
Sigrun Graeff, Vice President, Marketing  
Katie Colendich, Secretary  
Belinda Steyer, Treasurer  
Virginia Ziegler, Strategic Planning Chair

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  
Matthew & Kate Shilvock 
David Gockley 
 
S T A F F  
Susan Malott, Executive Director 
Caroline Altman, Director of Education 
Max Morgan-Butcher, Education Program Manager 
Celeste Camarena, Program Engagement Coordinator 
Teddy Reich, Special Events Manager 
Régine Danaé Jackson, Special Events and Marketing Associate 
Martha Chesley, Finance Manager 
Siobhan Cullen, Administrative Assistant 

 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  

$100,000 & ABOVE 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Poland 
Diane B. Wilsey 
 
$25,000 to $49,999 
Accenture 
Gordon Getty 
Mrs. Arlene Inch 
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Johnson, Jr. 
Jim & Courtney Labe 
Neiman Marcus Group 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 
TriplePoint Capital 
Van Cleef & Arpels 
Lisa Zabelle 
 
$10,000 to $24,999 
Ms. Samantha Chandler DuVall &  

Mr. Darren H. Bechtel 
Romana D'Angelo Bracco  
California Arts Council 
Barry & Simi Chehrazi 
Jerome & Thao Dodson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon R. Doll  
First Republic Bank 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mary Heylin & Timothy J. Marten, M.D. 
Ms. Kathy Huber & Mr. Larry Binkley 
Karen J. Kubin 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Jane S. Mudge 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi & Mr. Paul Pelosi 
Merrill Randol 
Afie Royo 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 
Ms. Maria Manetti Shrem 
Roselyne C. Swig 
Dr. Jennifer & Mr. Steven Walske 
 
$5,000 to $9,999 
Jeff & Francesca Amann 
AT&T Corporation 
Jennifer Bienaimé 
Elizabeth & David Birka-White 

Dr. Carolyn Chang 
Janet L. Cluff 
Katie Colendich 
Mrs. Newton A. Cope 
Olivia Hsu Decker 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Dempster 
Dodge & Cox 
Ms. Lynne Edminster & Mr. Brian Atwood 
Mrs. David Hartley 
Karla Haynes 
Martha Hertelendy 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Mr. Thomas E. Horn 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Kagin 
Maryjo & Todd Kaplan  
Mr. Gregory R. Malin 
Elizabeth & Patrick Malkassian 
Mr. Jorge Maumer 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Ms. Nancy S. Mueller 
Alan & Susan Olsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Pease 
Pam & Jack Preston 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Z. Rigg 
Ms. Stefanie Roumeliotes 
Sobia & Nadir Shaikh 
Ms. Roberta Sherman 
Mary Beth & David Shimmon 
Dr. Nellis Smith 
Ina & John Stangenes 
Christine Suppes 
Mr. & Mrs. Tad Taube 
Ms. Barbara Walkowski 
Yue Wang 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
 
$2,500 to $4,999 
A. Akira 
Ms. Carol Benz 
Stephanie Block 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Hon. Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. James Buckley 
Hafsa Burt 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Mrs. Lucretia Carney 
Mrs. Carolyn Chandler 

Anne Cochran 
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Dallaire 
Jacqueline & Christian Erdman 
Jennifer Fearon 
Rachel F. Fishman  
Mr. & Mrs. James Froeb 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Goldman 
Gretchen & Lee Hansen  
Peggy Hill 
Leslie & George Hume 
Cynthia L. Schreuder Kalev & Ovadia Kalev 
Daru Hinch Kawalkowski 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Lindstrom 
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Makras 
Irena Matijas 
Emily Millman  
Ms. Deborah Mosser & Mr. Donny MacLean II 
Bahya & Gus Murad 
Bronwyn Newport-Bradley 
Ms. Susan O'Brien 
Nazan & Charles Orr 
Dr. & Mrs. Mattia Pascolini 
Anne & Robert Pedrero 
Mr. Ramchandra Rajeshinde 
Scott & Elisabeth Roberts 
Sylvia & P. Rupert Russell 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Marin Chapter 
Annie Calonico Schieding 
Phoebe & Chris Schreiber 
Ms. Komal Shah & Mr. Gaurav Garg 
Marcia & Michael Skall 
Mr. Frederic H. Smith 
Dr. Elisa Stephens 
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez & Israel Hernandez 
Nicola & Claudia Volpi 
Christopher Wiseman & Eric W. Sleigh  
Ms. Toni Wolfson & Mr. Robert Federighi 
Chip Zecher 
 
$1,000 to $2,499 
Navid P. Armstrong 
Dina Bandman 
Michelle Banks 
Robert H. Beadle 
Barbara Bessey 

Karen & Anton Bruehl 
Mr. Mark Calvano 
Lynn Chang 
Martha Ehmann Conte 
Richard & Mary Ann Cuneo 
Caely Cusick & Eric Tiret 
Amr & Rasha Dessouki 
Suzanne Felson 
Gary Garabedian 
Parisa Ghezelbash 
Malin Giddings 
Ms. Krista Giovara 
Joel Goodrich 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Soozan Hosseinyoun 
Jorge Jaramillo 
Jennifer Jeffries 
Celeste & Mick Bobroff 
Nafiseh Lindberg 
Carol Liu 
Kathy & Dexter Lowry 
Magowan Foundation 
Susan & James Malott 
Susan & Philip Marineau 
Rita & James Milner 
Stacy Morgan 
Parvaneh Nobari 
Benjamin Osgood 
Julie Park, Van Cleef & Arpels 
Susana Sam-Vargas 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Peninsula Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Sonoma Chapter 
Jackie Shinefield 
Kristin Sorensen 
Ms. Patricia P. Stephens 
Belinda and Randy Steyer 
Maureen Sullivan 
Anthony & Barbara Tonso 
Gioi Tran 
Douglas Waggener 
Ms. Victoria Weatherford &  

Mr. Jordan Gardner 
Beatrice & Robert Wood 
Lisa Zanze 
Samantha Zinober 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations, and foundations for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2022 and July 31, 2023. For more information about supporting San Francisco 
Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com. 

San Francisco Opera Guild
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco 
Opera Guild’s Education Fund by July 31, 2023. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 

Romana D’Angelo Bracco 

Karen & Anton Bruehl 

Paula & Bandel Carano  

The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 

Mary Corroon 

Beverly Coughlin 

Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 

Olivia Hsu Decker 

Carol & Dixon Doll 

Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 

Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Katharine Hanrahan* 

Alfred Hartley 

Jane Hartley 

James Heagy 

Barbara Henry 

Margaret D. Hill 

Jacquelin H. Hume* 

Arlene Inch 

Katie & Claude Jarman 

Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 

Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 

Joan & John Lavorgna 

Cynthia Livermore 

Eileen D. Ludwig* 

Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 

The Malin Family 

Susan & James Malott 

Lois Manbert 

Anne Marie Massocca 

Kathleen McEligot 

Teresa & Mark Medearis 

Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller* 

Susan Mooradian 

Mary Louise Myers 

Susan O’Brien  

Elizabeth Pfau* 

Maria Pitcairn* 

Mary & Bill Poland 

Ursula Ralph 

Joyce Reitman 

Venetta & John Rohal 

Diane Rubin 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Marin Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Peninsula Chapter 

Ann Simpson 

Claire Collins Skall* 

Susan Tamagni 

 

*Deceased 

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by July 31, 2023 in memory of  
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact  
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 

Elizabeth Birka-White 

Kristy Brabec 

Erik Breivik 

Barbara Brown 

Martha Chesley 

Shannon & Dan Cronin 

Suzy Kellems Dominik 

Sean Dowdall 

Lynne Edminster 

Jennifer Emerson 

Sue Firestone 

Claire Fluhr 

Malin Giddings 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

Daniel & Inger Golob 

Sigrun Graeff 

Rong Hu 

Arlene Inch 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 

Juanita Kizor 

Nina Klotz 

Nicola Luisotti 

Susan & James Malott 

John McQuaid 

Gene & Richard Morey 

Christina Noren 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

John & Sherry Peterson 

Bill & Mary Poland 

Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP 

Karen Richardson 

Karen Ann Richardson Family Foundation 

Deborah Sagues 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 

John Shea 

Mai Shiver 

Sarah Somberg 

Kimberlee Stryker 

Swartz Foundation 

Barbara Traisman 

Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 

 

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and 
community engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the 
Merola Opera Program.

A 

Acquerello 

Afie Royo 

American Conservatory Theater 

Andrew GN 

Arrow&Branch 

Asian Art Museum 

Berkeley Symphony 

Bip Apollo 

Blueprint Studios: Event Design 

California Symphony 

Canyon Ranch Woodside 

Castellucci Napa Valley 

Caymus Vineyards 

Cheree Berry Paper & Design 

Christopher Wiseman and Eric Sleigh 

Claremont Club & Spa - A Fairmont Hotel 

Connie Wyatt 

The Contemporary Jewish Museum 

Darioush 

Drew Altizer Photography 

Duckhorn Vineyards 

Epi Center MedSpa 

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa 

Farah Makras 

The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 

fnnch 

Four Seasons Resort Punta Mita 

Harris Restaurant 

Haute Living 

House of Prime Rib 

Ines Jaibi, Paris Dior 

International Orange at Marin 

J. Riccardo Benavides 

J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 

Jim and Courtney Labe 

JSX 

Julia Kelly 

Kameron Ghiasi, CPA 

Katie Colendich 

Kokkari 

Burns & Associates Fine Printing 

Livermore Valley Opera 

Luminous Minds 

Maisons Marques & Domaines 

Marchesa 

Marcia and Michael Skall 

Maria Castellucci 

Mark and Kim Dempster 

Mark Nelson Designs 

McCalls Catering & Events 

Megan Silletti O'Block 

Mohsen Moazemi 

Mr. & Mrs. Soheil Saadat 

Napa Valley Festival Association 

Neiman Marcus San Francisco 

New Conservatory Theater 

Niku Steakhouse 

Nob Hill Gazette 

Oakland Ballet 

Opera San Jose 

Opus One Winery 

Original Joe's 

Promontory Winery 

Richard and Pamela Rigg 

Rigg Estate Vineyards 

Rita and James Milner 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 

San Francisco Opera 

San Francisco Symphony 

Santa Fe Opera 

Scharffenberger Cellars 

Seligman Family Foundation 

Shreve & Co. 

Silicon Valley Shakespeare 

Simi Chehrazi 

SkinSpirit Skincare Clinic and Spa 

Smuin Ballet 

Soirée Valet 

St. Regis San Francisco 

The Honorable Willie Brown, Jr. 

The New York EDITION 

The Palm Court at RH 

The Shotgun Players 

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley 

Timothy Adams Chocolates 

Town & Country 

Viking River Cruises 

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N S  
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$1,000–$2,499 
INDIVIDUALS  
Steven Abbott 
Dr. Vincanne Adams 
Theodore & Sophie Aldrich 
Mr. Clyde Allen 
Ms. Linda Barrett 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bean 
Miss Carol Benz 
Dr. Roy C. Bergstrom 
Ms. Lucia Bogatay 
Ms. Brooke Bourland 
Mrs. Romana Bracco 
Mr. Martin S. Checov &  

Mr. Timothy J. Bause 
Raymond & Minnie Chinn 
Mrs. Beverly Coughlin 
Michael Darnaud & Jodi Klein 
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Elayne Dauber 
Mr. James F. Dean 
Peggy & Reid Dennis 
Ms. Lenora Desmas 
Keith Doerge 
Evamarie Doering & Robert Munday 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Ms. Pamela D. Ferris 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Barbara B. Friede 
Bernice Greene 
Ms. Theresa Hallinan 
Joseph H. Harris Jr.  

in memory of Joseph H. Harris & 
Margaret A. Harris 

Patrick Hitchcock 
Wilma Horwitz 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Anne & Jeffrey Katz 
Ms. Jean Kellogg 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Mr. Sven Kjaersgaard 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Kathe & Ben Lange 
Ms. Myra K. Levenson 
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Ms. Eugenia Loken 
Mr. William Lokke 
Mr. George Lucas &  

Mr. Tom Rothgiesser 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Ms. Maura Markus 

Patrick McCabe 
John & Tessa Melvin 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald G. Michener 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
James A. Noe III 
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Orup 
Nancy Petrisko & Don Beckham 
Suzanna G. Pollak 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Ms. Merrill Randol 
Mr. & Mrs. John Renard 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Renne 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Carl Schaper 
Ms. Freda Scott & Mr. Jason Danielson 
J. H. Silveira, M.D. 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Ms. Kimberly Twesme 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Mr. Christopher E. Wiseman &  

Mr. Eric W. Sleigh 
Ms. Shirley Woo &  

Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Diana C. Yee 
Mr. David Zebker 
Anonymous 
 
FOUNDATIONS  
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority— 

San Francisco Alumnae Chapter 
 
 
$2,500–$4,999 
INDIVIDUALS  
Amici Di Merola 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem 
Ms. Langley Brandt 
Karen Broido 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Cheitlin 
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin 
Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
Mrs. Denise Cutler 
Arianne Dar 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Mr. Robert A. Ellis 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 

Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Dr. John L. Herbert 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Mr. Robert Jacoby &  

Ms. Jennifer Baik 
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein &  

Ms. Susan English 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Ms. Nelda Kilguss 
Karen J. Kubin 
Miss Renee O. Leap 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Mr. Donald L. McGee 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
James R. Meehan 
David Miller 
Roland Montemayor 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Anne L. Morton 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Scott & Andrea Nagelson 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid * 
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross 
Mr. Paul Sack 
Miss Dorothy Schimke 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
Barbara Sonnenblick 
Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting 
Ruth Uchimura 
Steven D. Goldby & Anita Weissberg 
Mr. Dennis Zhang 
 
FOUNDATIONS  
Five Arts Foundation 
Port of Oakland 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 
 
 
$5,000–$9,999 
INDIVIDUALS  
Robert H. Beadle 
Ms. Camille Chan 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 

Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Mary Foote 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Betty Maddux 
Midge & Shireen Mansouri 
Carlos Penikis 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Jack & Betty Schafer 
Dr. David D. Stein &  

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Moya Verzhbinsky 
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson 
Ms. Faye Wilson 
Susan York 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anonymous 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
INDIVIDUALS  
Norby Anderson 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
James Scott Bays 
Janet Cluff 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins & 

Mr. Leonard Collins 
George & Susan Crow 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Stephen Duscha & Wanda Lee 

Graves 
John L. Garfinkle 
Priscilla & Keith Geeslin 
James Heagy,  

in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mr. John Lee 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz

FOUNDATIONS  
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson 

Foundation 
Sack Family Fund 
 
 
$15,000–$24,999 
INDIVIDUALS  
In Memory of Cameron Waterman III 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
 
FOUNDATIONS  
The Ces Butner Horizon Beverage  

Charitable Fund  
 
GOVERNMENT  
Grants for the Arts 
 
CORPORATE  
Amazon 
 
 
$25,000–$49,999 
INDIVIDUALS  
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
Leslys Vedder,  

in memory of James Forrest Vedder 
 
FOUNDATIONS  
Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund  
The Bernard Osher Foundation  
  
 
$50,000–$99,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Eloise Bouye Foundation  
Crankstart 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 

Foundation 
 
GOVERNMENT  
National Endowment for the Arts 

OFFICERS 
Patrick Wilken, Chairman 
Dr. James Cross, President 
Barbara Bruser Clark,  

Immediate Past President 
Jayne C. Davis, Vice Chairman 
Ruth Uchimura, Vice President 
Christopher Wiseman,  

Vice President 
Stephen Zilles,  

Vice President 
Robert B. Jacoby, Treasurer 
Jeanne Dorward, Secretary

DIRECTORS 
Robert H. Beadle 
Adam Arthur Bier 
Jennifer Brahm 
Camille Chan 
Michael Colbruno 
Dr. James Cross 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins 
George Crow 
Michael Darnaud 
Aaron Fan 
Beatrice Gomory 
Mary Henderson 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Lindsay MacDermid 

Dr. Myron Marx 
Donald L. McGee 
Robert B. Mison 
Carlos Penikis 
Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 
Dr. David D. Stein 
Carol A. Weitz 
Susan York 
Dennis Zhang 
 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Donna L. Blacker 
Peggy Dennis 
David Hugle 
Dr. Joan B. Kelly 
Blanche Germain Streeter 
Anita Weissberg 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous 
gifts totaling $1,000 or more made between October 1, 2022 and July 12, 2023, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information 
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director  
Tracy Grant, Director of Institutional & Individual Giving  
Edith Grossman, Social Media Manager  
Lauren Hewitt, Artists’ Services Manager  
Cindy Ho, Bookkeeper  
Nancy E. Petrisko, Director of Advancement  
Jacob Zimmer, Patron Relations Manager 
MonaLisa Pomarleanu, Marketing & Development Assistant  
Mark Shattuck, Director of Finance & Administration  
Carla Befera, Public Relations Consultant 
Scott Holman, Graphic Design 
WE INC. Marketing, Kara Whittington & Sarah Owens, 

Marketing Consultant  
 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER STAFF 
Carrie-Ann Matheson, Artistic Director 
Markus Beam, General Manager

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Leona Mitchell, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, 
Karen Slack, Elza van den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Zheng Cao, Joyce DiDonato, Susan 
Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, Stuart Skelton, Noah Stewart, Rolando Villazón, Thomas 
Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, Patrick Summers, and numerous other opera luminaries. 
Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

Merola Opera Program

* deceased
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C O R P O R A T E  M A T C H I N G  G I F T  D O N O R S
Amazon • Chevron Corp • Credit Suisse • LinkedIn • Union Bank Of California 

M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust, or other estate plans. 

For more information on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 936-2312.

Legacy Society Updated List  
Anonymous 
Ken & Barbara Adams  
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson  
Kathleen H. Barr* 
Mr. James Bays  
Robert H. Beadle  
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri  
Donna Blacker  
Joanne R. Bourland 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen  
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown  
Mr. Donald Buhman & Mr. Wray Humphrey  
Russell P. Chappell  
Donna Chazen  
Maureen Clarke  
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd  
Janet Cluff 
Mr. Michael Colbruno  
Jose Maria Condemi  
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Crow Jr.  
Mr. Gerald F. Currier & Mr. Cleveland M. Smith   
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.  
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean  
Mr. Stephen Drewes  
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly  
Dr. Ranveig N. Elvebakk & Mr. Thomas Farren  
Roberta & Mark Emerson  

Mary & Tom* Foote 
Mr. Milton J. Mosk* & Mr. Thomas E. Foutch  
Mario Fracchia  
Barbara B. Friede  
Joseph & Antonia Friedman   
Magda Gabali 
Mr. John Garfinkle  
Ms. Pamela George  
Elaine Gerstler & Booker Holton  
Mrs. Rolf Gille  
Diana Lum & Dave Gomberg   
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant  
Ursula Grunfeld  
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley  
Mr. James Heagy  
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv  
Ms. Marian Huntoon  
Dagmar L. Jamison* 
Joanie Juster  
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman  
Ms. Jean Kellogg  
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly  
Eiko Kikawada  
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &  

Mr. Peter Eggleton  
Ken Kolby  
Ms. Barbara F. Kral  
Mrs. Barbara Graham Kreissler  
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa  

Olive Lawton  
John Lee  
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt  
Bernice Lindstrom  
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid  
Betty Maddux  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich   
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin  
Chris McCrum  
Bill Medigovich  
Ms. Christine Miller & Mr. Gary Glaser  
Mr. Robert B. Mison  
D. G. Mitchell  
Cathy & Howard Moreland  
Ms. Camille Morishige  
Thelma Morris  
Albert L. Mosher  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon* 
Brenda Osborne  
Frances Quittel  
Mr. Glenn H. Reid * 
Mr. Robert Robertson  
Dr. Andrew Rombakis  
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt  
Louise A. Russell  
Kenneth Ruta* 
Bob & Terri Ryan  
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs  

Debra R. Schoenberg  
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling  
Jean A. Sherlin  
Natalie O. Shuttleworth  
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss  
Ms. Sue Sommer* 
Nancy Soper* 
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner  
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter  
Dr. Sam Thal* 
Miss Carol Tomlinson  
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell  
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor  
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho  
Doug & Dawn Von Qualen  
Ms. Gladys Wagman* 
Bruce & Fran Walker  
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb & Mr. Richard R. Rossi  
Mr. Patrick Wilken  
Ms. Ann L. Williamson  
Susan York 
Ms. Heather Young  
Mrs. John A. Zderic  
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles  
 

* Deceased 

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made  

memorial and honorary donations between October 1, 2022 and July 31, 2023.

IN HONOR OF 
Joanne Bourland 

Margaret & Reid Dennis 
David Hugle & Haggai Niv 

Sylvia Lindsey 
Robert Mison 

Nancy Petrisko 
David Stein & Phyllis Kempner

IN MEMORY OF 
Maureen Clarke 

Maria Callas Jesus 
Dr. David Larson 

Joan Morris 
Duane E. Phillips 

Henry W. Robinson &  
Nettie Robinson 

Kenneth Ruta 
Cameron Waterman III 

Zheng Cao 

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment 
funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
Blair Scholarship Fund 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Annette Campbell-White, in honor of Zheng Cao 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Darwin Memorial Fund 
Reid and Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem and Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund 
The Philip L. Eaton Endowment Fund 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
Nicholas and Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund 

L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund 
John L. Garfinkle 
Al Garren Fund 
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Study Grant Support Fund 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
George Hoffman Endowment Fund  
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund 
The Jacobs Family Trust 
Franklin and Catherine Johnson 
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner and David D. Stein Endowment Fund 
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
The Vivienne E. Miller Scholarship Fund 

Albert L. Mosher and John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund 
Milton J. Mosk and Thomas E. Foutch Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Nadai Endowment Fund 
Verna Osborne Fund 
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Rusty and Mike Rolland Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund 
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Richard Strauss Endowment Fund 
Margery Tede Endowment Fund 
Sam H. Thal Trust Fund 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Bruce Walker and the Chisholm Foundation, 

 in honor of Leontyne Price 
Frank W. and Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
Arietta Wine • Bella Grace Vineyards • Boeger Winery • Jennifer & Chris Brahm • Castellucci Napa Valley • Culinary Excellence • Eric Ross Winery 

Fitness SF • GoodMills Family Winery • Hafner Vineyard • Huston Grand Opera • Lynmar Estate • James Noe III • Nove Vineyards • Music Exchange 

Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg • Rigg Estate Vineyards • Carol Weitz • Wild Diamond Vineyards 

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 

* deceased
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Lineage 
B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

I like to say that opera is a participatory 
sport. If we are doing our job, you the 
audience should feel like you are not just 

observing something on stage, but you are 
actually a part of it, emotionally connected to 
the stage. That is part of the extraordinary 
potential of opera. We breathe through these 
stories collectively, and the emotional intensity 
of the artists onstage melds with our own emotional expe-
riences.  

That concept of opera as participation came into par-
ticular relief a few weeks ago. Rhiannon Giddens, the co-
composer and librettist of Omar, joined us for a day of 
rehearsals, jetting in both from preparations for her tour 
as artistic director of the Silk Road Ensemble, and from 
primary source research at the University of North Car-
olina. As Rhiannon has done in the other cities that have 
produced Omar, it is imperative to her that she prepare 
the cast, chorus and company for what it means to bring 
this opera to life, and, to dance.  

And dance we did! Rhiannon led us on an hour-long 
square-dancing workshop, with techniques, music, and 
calls that tied back directly to early 19th-century North 
Carolina. As Rhiannon shared, by connecting to these tra-
ditions, she was able to take us back to glimpse the cul-
tural traditions that Omar ibn Said might have 
experienced himself—social dance forms that, like Omar’s 
writings, were a way of retaining identity amidst the 
oppression of slavery. 

At the core of Rhiannon’s music are the deep-rooted 
traditions of North Carolina, carrying forth the artistry of 
musicians like Joe Thompson (1918-2012), one of the last 
proponents of the Black string band tradition and himself 
carrying forward a lineage from pre-Civil War music. 
Through these lineages are contributions of Black Ameri-
cans to the square-dancing tradition including the 

caller—a mainstay of American dance culture 
for at least two hundred years. The caller helps 
to keep the energy of the dance high, allowing 
it to be created in real time. 

And that is what happened in our large 
rehearsal room. On an uncommonly swelter-
ing day in the city, Rhiannon paired us up and 
taught us the basic dance steps, teaching us to 

create just enough pressure with our hands, such that 
each couple supports each other in beautiful equilibrium. 
Then the couples joined into fours, the fours became 
eights, and the eights became sixteens, the dance becom-
ing more and more communal. And then, with Rhiannon 
calling, suddenly the whole room was one big circle—
maybe sixty of us—promenading, handing off to each 
other around the circle, and eventually dancing in a huge 
snaking line that coiled up in a spiral before simultane-
ously unwinding on itself. Sixty people, a whole commu-
nity, completely in sync with each other.  

These dances represent a deep and complex history: 
they are shaped by the horrors of slavery, but are also 
expressions of hope and community. Being invited to par-
ticipate in this workshop was a profoundly impactful 
opportunity to step into and reect on this complex and 
traumatic history. The group’s singular focus bound us 
together and reminded us of our collective responsibility 
to each other. For me, it was also a beautiful example of 
the kind of cultural intelligence we are working to build 
into all of our spaces and work at San Francisco Opera.  

The Opera House can and should be a place where we 
gather in community with each other. Omar is an extraor-
dinary opportunity for us to invite new communities, par-
ticularly members of the African Diaspora and members 
of the Muslim faith, into the experience of an opera that 
connects us to both the pain and the joy of our shared his-
tory together.  

K R I S T E N  L O K E N

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  X ,  I N S T A G R A M ,  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
 
@ M A T T H E W S H I L V O C K   

 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K   M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M
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Omar
BY RHIANNON GIDDENS & MICHAEL ABELS

Il Trovatore
BY GIUSEPPE VERDI

The Elixir of Love
BY GAETANO DONIZETTI

The Magic Flute
BY WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

The (R)evolution
of Steve Jobs

BY MASON BATES & MARK CAMPBELL

Lohengrin
BY RICHARD WAGNER

Innocence
BY KAIJA SAARIAHO, SOFI OKSANEN,

AND ALEKSI BARRIÈRE

Partenope
BY GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL

All performances feature English supertitles. All dates, prices, programs, artists and productions subject to change. Tickets subject to availability. Illustrations/Brian Stauffer.

S U B S C R I B E  T O D AY  F O R  G R E AT  S E AT S  AT  T H E  B E S T  P R I C E S

T I C K E T S  AVA I L A B L E  N O W ! 

L E A R N  M O R E  S F O P E R A . C O M  O R  C A L L  ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0

The Future of Opera Continues
in the 2023–24 Season
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