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A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Covia. License No. 380540292 COA# 325

The location that connects you to 
the best of San Francisco.
San Francisco is known for its rich intellectual and creative culture, progressive 
spirit, and global outlook — and that’s just what you’ll find at San Francisco Towers, a 
sophisticated Life Plan Community in the heart of the city.

Everything you love is within walking distance, making it easy to stay connected to the 
culture and diversity San Francisco is known for plus convenient services, wonderful 
comforts, and security for the future.

Join the waiting list! For information, or to schedule a visit, call 415.447.5526.

covia.org/san-francisco-towers
1661 Pine St, San Francisco, CA 94109
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Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by  
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.

Together, let’s increase your  
property’s market value with  
home improvement services.

Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Subject to additional terms and conditions.

compass.com/concierge

              @compass

Exclusive to our clients, Compass Concierge fronts  
the cost of services to prepare your home for market,  
from staging to cosmetic improvements and more.
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Welcome to San Francisco Opera’s 97th 
season! Whether you’ve been a sub-
scriber for decades or are joining us for 
the first time, you are an important 
member of our family. This is your com-
pany, and our mission is to share the 
transformative power of opera with you. 

September is all about community at 
San Francisco Opera, as you will read in 
the pages to come, and we're celebrating 
the new season by giving back to the city 
all month long. We open the season with Opera Ball, our annual gala that raises 
much needed funds to benefit San Francisco Opera and the San Francisco 
Opera Guild’s acclaimed education and community programs. We follow with 
Opera in the Park, our beloved annual free concert in Golden Gate Park, on 
September 8, and Opera at the Ballpark, our free live simulcast at Oracle Park, 
on September 21. 

We’re proud to serve tens of thousands of music lovers of all ages and walks 
of life each year through these programs. They are central to our long-term 
institutional commitment to develop new audiences and build impactful, 
reciprocal relationships in the community. San Francisco Opera has always 
been a welcoming, inclusive place to make and experience Opera, and we are 
thrilled to offer so many ways for community members to join us. 

This season is made possible by our talented guest artists, orchestra, 
chorus, dance corps, staff, box office, house staff, company members and crew 
who collaborate to create the uniquely compelling art form that is opera. It is 
also made possible by you, our patrons and donors, whose support keeps San 
Francisco Opera at the forefront of opera companies worldwide. We extend 
special thanks to our Company Sponsors, whose names are listed on page 60, 
for their extraordinary annual support. 

 
Thank you for joining us and enjoy the season! 
 
Sincerely, 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A

H A N S E L

G R E T E L

B Y  E N G E L B E R T  H U M P E R D I N C K

E X P E R I E N C E 

T H I S  C H E R I S H E D 

M U S I C A L  F A I R Y  T A L E 

I N  A  C H A R M I N G 

N E W  P R O D U C T I O N .

N O V  1 5 – D E C  7

F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E

T I C K E T S  S T A R T  A T  $ 2 6 

S F O P E R A . C O M

P E R F E C T  F O R  F A M I L I E S

Keith B. Geeslin 
President 

San Francisco Opera Association

John A. Gunn 
Chairman of the Board 

San Francisco Opera Association

Keith B. Geeslin and John A. Gunn
D R E W  A L T I Z E R

Welcome Letter 2019.qxp_OperaNews  8/15/19  9:58 PM  Page 1
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Vartan Shahijanian
Private Wealth Advisor
vartan.shahijanian@unionbank.com
415-705-7258

You have dreams. Goals you want to achieve during your lifetime and a legacy you want to leave 
behind. The Private Bank can help. Our highly specialized and experienced wealth strategists can 
help you navigate the complexities of estate planning and deliver the customized solutions you 
need to ensure your wealth is transferred according to your wishes.

Take the first step in ensuring the preservation of your wealth for your lifetime and 
future generations. 

To learn more, please visit unionbank.com/theprivatebank or contact:

My legacy. My partner.

©2019 MUFG Union Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
Union Bank is a registered trademark and brand name of MUFG Union Bank, N.A.

Wills, trusts, foundations, and wealth planning strategies have legal, tax, accounting, and other implications. Clients should consult a legal or tax advisor.

Untitled-3   1 4/30/19   12:16 PM

http://unionbank.com/theprivatebank


Nina Hatvany
415.710.6462
nina@ninahatvany.com 
DRE 01152226

Natalie Hatvany Kitchen
415.652.4628
natalie@teamhatvany.com  
DRE 01484878

Paul Hatvany Kitchen  
415.652.7285
paul@teamhatvany.com  
DRE 01928433 

Vanessa Hatvany Kitchen 
415.407.5668
vanessa@teamhatvany.com  
DRE 02016667

One team with a singular goal: 
your real estate success.
#1 Team in San Francisco

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented 
herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

2323 Hyde Street
6 Bed   6.5 Bath   4 car pkg   $13,800,000

2323Hyde.com

2009 Buchanan Street
5 Bed   4.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $5,300,000

2009Buchanan.com

1028 Lombard Street
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $3,500,000

1028Lombard.com

2312 Washington Street
5 Bed   5.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $12,500,000

2312WashingtonStreet.com

2940 Jackson Street
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $4,995,000

2940JacksonStreet.com

2179 Pacific Avenue
4 Bed   2.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $3,195,000

2179Pacific.com

2741 Vallejo Street
5 Bed   6 Bath   2 car pkg   $9,500,000

2741Vallejo.com

140 Clarendon Avenue
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $4,995,000

140ClarendonAve.com

3934 Clay Street
4 Bed   2.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $2,950,000

3934Clay.com

1709 Gough Street
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $4,400,000

1709Gough.com

144 Laidley Street
3 Bed   2 Bath   $1,795,000

144Laidley.com

2973-75 Jackson Street
6 Bed   6 Bath   5 car pkg   $9,900,000

2973JacksonStreet.com
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E M E R G I N G  S T A R S  
C O M P E T I T I O N   

W I N N E R  A N N O U N C E D  
Last month, San Francisco Opera announced 

Andriana Chuchman as the 2019 winner of 

the Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem 

Emerging Stars competition and named her 

“Emerging Star of the Year.” In her Company 

debut last fall in Jake Heggie and Gene 

Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life, the Canadian 

soprano moved audiences with a portrayal 

that was filled with heart, beautiful singing, 

and some great dance moves (remember the 

“Mekee-Mekee”?). 

Chuchman said, “Debuting at the San 

Francisco Opera this past season has been 

one of the highlights of my career so far. 

Receiving the Emerging Star Award is a huge 

honour, and a great way to cap off such a 

special moment. I want to give a huge thank 

you to my wonderful family, friends, and fans 

who voted for me! I’m feeling the love! And a 

special thank you to Maria Manetti Shrem and 

Jan Shrem for generously supporting this 

competition.” 

Earning the most online votes in a field of 

eight nominated artists from the 2018–19 

Season, Chuchman receives a $10,000 cash 

prize. Past winners of the award, which was 

initiated in 2016, are baritone Lucas Meachem 

and tenors Atalla Ayan and Arturo Chacón-

Cruz. To learn more about the 2019 nomi-

nees, visit sfopera.com/emergingstars.

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA NEWS

O P E R A  A T  T H E  B A L L P A R K  R E T U R N S  
On Saturday, September 21 at 7:30 pm, Romeo and Juliet will be transmit-
ted live to Oracle Park, the home of the San Francisco Giants, marking the 
return of Opera at the Ballpark for the first time since 2017. 

Presented in partnership with the San Francisco Giants, the 2019 Opera at 
the Ballpark allows audiences from around the Bay Area to experience 
Gounod’s romantic opera while seated on the baseball field or in the stands 
where they can pair live opera with hot dogs, peanuts, and garlic fries. 

The performance will be transmitted in high definition live from the stage 
of the War Memorial Opera House to the 71’ x 153’ videoboard in Oracle Park. 
This newly installed screen—twice the resolution and 50’ wider and 20’ taller 
than the previous one—will make for a “supersized” operatic evening in one 
of San Francisco’s most picturesque sports and entertainment venues. 

This year’s offering of Romeo and Juliet, the 16th in the series of live simul-
casts that have drawn audiences of all ages in excess of 303,000 since 2006, 
features tenor Bryan Hymel and soprano Nadine Sierra in the title roles in 
Opéra de Monte-Carlo Director Jean-Louis Grinda’s Italian Renaissance-
inspired production. 

Online registration, which ensures entrance into the ballpark, is available 
at sfopera.com/simulcast. The simulcast of Romeo and Juliet is sponsored, in 
part, by Taube Philanthropies and Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9

N E W  C O M P A N Y  S T A F F  A P P O I N T M E N T  
Chief Information Officer Eric Rubio joins the Opera after serving as IT 
Development Manager for American AgCredit in Santa Rosa. During his 
tenure he managed numerous projects and was instrumental in migrating 
the workforce to a culture of “continuous improvement” resulting in signifi-
cant positive change across the organization. Prior to his tenure with Amer-
ican AgCredit, Eric served in the United States Coast Guard for 22 years. His 
national service career culminated as the Director of IT of the Coast Guard’s 
Pacific Area Command in Alameda. Away from the office, Eric enjoys spend-
ing time with his family, coaching youth sports, and walking his yellow 
Labrador Retriever. 

S T E F A N  C O H E N C H I A  M E S S I N A

OperaNews September 2019.qxp_OperaNews  8/15/19  9:57 PM  Page 3
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2940JacksonStreet.com

2179 Pacific Avenue
4 Bed   2.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $3,195,000

2179Pacific.com

2741 Vallejo Street
5 Bed   6 Bath   2 car pkg   $9,500,000

2741Vallejo.com

140 Clarendon Avenue
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $4,995,000

140ClarendonAve.com

3934 Clay Street
4 Bed   2.5 Bath   1 car pkg   $2,950,000

3934Clay.com

1709 Gough Street
4 Bed   3.5 Bath   2 car pkg   $4,400,000

1709Gough.com

144 Laidley Street
3 Bed   2 Bath   $1,795,000

144Laidley.com

2973-75 Jackson Street
6 Bed   6 Bath   5 car pkg   $9,900,000

2973JacksonStreet.com
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JOIN US FOR MORE EXCITING 
PRODUCTIONS THIS FALL

C O R P O R A T E 
S P O N S O R

S E A S O N 
S P O N S O R

http://sfopera.com


M A K E  A  N I G H T  O F  I T  

Visit sfopera.com/plan for top dining options in the area, directions, 

and insider tips.  

  

C H E C K  Y O U R  I N B O X  

We send all ticket buyers an e-mail with helpful information a few 

days before your performance to help you prepare and get excited 

about your experience.  

  

Sign-up to receive E-Opera and learn more about San Francisco 

Opera and keep up-to-date on special events, featured artists, and 

special announcements. sfopera.com 

 

R E A D  M O R E  O N L I N E  

Check out our Backstage at San Francisco Opera blog for unique 

insights into the Company from General Director Matthew Shilvock 

and others. sfopera.com/blog  

P R E - O P E R A  T A L K S   
Join us for a 25-minute overview of the opera, music, and historical 

background. Talks begin 55 minutes prior to curtain on the Orchestra 

level. sfopera.com/operatalks  

Romeo & Juliet: Alexandra D. Amati 

Billy Budd: Corey Jamason 

The Marriage of Figaro: Kip Cranna 

Manon Lescault: Marcia Green 

Hansel & Gretel: Peter Susskind 

 

CONNECT WITH US  

AND FELLOW OPERA LOVERS 

Learn what’s happening behind the scenes, with our artists, and 

around the Opera House. Follow @SFOpera on social media  

San Francisco Opera is pleased to offer a wealth of resources to help you enhance your experience. From backstage 
insights to neighborhood tips, we are pleased to share these resources with you. 

ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE

SKIP THE LINE, 
SIP & ENJOY!

 

 Before the performance, avoid lines during intermission by  
pre-ordering your favorite beverage and snack at any concession  
location with our approved in-theater compostable lidded cups.

Get in the Know September 2019 New.qxp_Getintheknow  8/15/19  9:53 PM  Page 2
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sotheby’s international realty | San Francisco Brokerage | 117 Greenwich St, San Francsico, CA | sothebyshomes.com/sanfrancisco

COLE VALLEY | Offered at $3,750,000
Stately Edwardian home w/ au pair unit, 4+ bedrooms, 3 patios with 
gas fireplace, views spanning Downtown to the East Bay, parking. 
Paul Ybarbo | 415.901.1724 | 1447Willard.com 

SEA CLIFF | Offered at $4,950,000
This beautiful Sea Cliff home was custom built in 2010 with a 
transitional style and floor plan perfect for today’s relaxed lifestyle.
J. Schindler | 415.265.5994 | SeacliffParkViewHome.com

PRESIDIO HEIGHTS | Offered at $9,750,000
This chic and sophisticated home designed by Julia Morgan is situated on 
an extraordinary lot within a private, park-like, garden setting.
J. Schindler  | 415.265.5994 | JuliaMorganGardenHome.com

SEA CLIFF | Offered at $15,800,000
Light-filled 5BR/5BA 3-level mid-century w/Bay & GG Bridge views on 
exclusive cul-de-sac. Terraces & gardens. Unique banquet space. 2-car 
gar & motor court. Steve Gothelf | 415.602.3515 | 4SeaCliffAvenue.com 

POTRERO HILL | Offered at $4,995,000
Deep Connection to the Past, Vast Light & Movement. Views of the 
Bay, Sparkling Potrero and Arts & Craft Dogpatch Culture. Views. 
Wendy Storch | 415.519.6091 | OnlyHere547.com

PACIFIC HEIGHTS | Offered at $17,000,000
Luxurious, gated estate features unobstructed, panoramic views of the 
Golden Gate Bridge from all levels including the garden.  J. Schindler  
415.265.5994 | ExceptionalGoldenGateViewHome.com

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents 
affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 
DREs: Janet Feinberg Schindler: 00859528 | Steve Gothelf: 00709006 | Wendy Storch: 01355516 | Paul Ybarbo: 01337680
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For Patrons in Wheelchairs, San Francisco Opera 
offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of 
prices. All entrances at the War Memorial Opera 
House are wheelchair accessible. Wheelchair-
accessible stalls in restrooms can be found on all 
floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 
Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are 
located on all floors except the Balcony level. 
 
LISTENING DEVICES Assistive listening devices 
are available at the North and South Lobby coat 
checks. ID deposit required. 
 
LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 
Headsets that provide a spoken version of the 
supertitles are available at the North Lobby coat 
check. 
 
DINING & REFRESHMENTS Global Gourmet 
operates pre-show and intermission food and 
beverage conces sion services in lobby areas. 
Beginning two hours prior to all performances, 
Prelude at the Opera House in the lower lounge  
offers a changing seasonal buffet, as well as 
elevated à la carte dishes for pre-performance 
dining and intermission. The North Box Restaurant 
on the North Mezzanine (Box) level features locally 
sourced Califor nia cuisine with global influences.  
 
Audiences may enjoy purchased beverages inside 
the auditorium in the appropriate containers. Outside 
food and drink are prohibited. 
 
The SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP, located in 
the South Mezzanine lobby, front lobby, and 
North Dress Circle of the Opera House, sells 
opera CDs, DVDs, SF Opera merchandise, and 
gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before 
perfor mances, at intermissions, and afterward. 
All proceeds benefit San Francisco Opera. 

COAT CHECK A coat check for your convenience 
is located at the North and South ends of the main 
lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, 
large bags are strongly discouraged and are 
subject to search. 
 
COURTESY TELEPHONE, for local calls only, is 
located in the main lobby across from the South 
passenger elevator. 
 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS are available on all 
levels except the Lower level, where there is a 
courtesy water station on the north side. Water 
bottles are permitted in the auditorium.  
 
OPERA GLASSES may be rented for $5 at the 
North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested.  
 
LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 
are available at the coat check stations in the 
main lobby. 
 
FIRST AID STATION is located on the South 
Lower level. In case of emergency, please ask 
the nearest usher to assist you. 
 
LOST AND FOUND items may be claimed at the 
North coat check during the performance. All 
unclaimed items are delivered to the War 
Memo rial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van 
Ness Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 AM–5 PM, 
Monday–Friday). 
 
TAXI SERVICE Patrons desiring a taxi after a 
performance should come to the Grove Street 
Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 
Opera House. Accommodations are provided on 
a first-come, first-served basis, and cannot be 
guaranteed as service is based on availability of 
licensed taxis. Staff will be on hand to assist.

P E R F O R M A N C E  E T I Q U E T T E  
• Please turn off and refrain from using all 

electronic devices during the performance, 
including digital watches and cell phones. 

• No cameras or recording equipment are 
permitted during performances in the  
Opera House. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have 
fragrance allergies, please avoid wearing 
perfume or cologne. 

• Children of any age attending a performance 
must have a ticket; no babes in arms. 

 
Management reserves the right to remove  
any patron creating a disturbance. 

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of 
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of 

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable London N. Breed, Mayor 
 

TRUSTEES 
Nancy H. Bechtle, President 

Thomas E. Horn, Vice President 
Belva Davis 

Stanlee Ray Gatti 
Lt. Col. Wallace I. Levin CSMR (Ret.) 

Gorretti Lo Lui 
Mrs. George R. Moscone 

MajGen J. Michael Myatt, USMC (Ret.) 
Paul F. Pelosi 

Charlotte Mailliard Shultz 
Diane B. Wilsey 

 
John Caldon, Managing Director 

Jennifer E. Norris, Assistant Managing Director 
Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director Emerita 

YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE

The OPERA BOX OFFICE is located in the Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness Avenue, and is open 
Monday 10 AM–5 PM, Tuesday through Saturday 
10 AM–6 PM, and through the first intermission on 
performance days. Tickets may also be charged 
by phone at (415) 864- 3330 or ordered online at 
sfopera.com. We accept American Express, Visa, 
MasterCard, and Discover.  
 
If you are unable to use your tickets to a 
particular performance, you may exchange them 
for tickets to another performance, subject to 
availability, or donate them back to the Opera. 
Ticket exchanges for future performances can 
be accommodated up to one hour before 
curtain or during the first intermission. No 
refunds are associated with ticket exchanges, 
and a fee (plus any price differential) may apply.  
 
ACCESSIBILITY San Francisco Opera is committed 
to providing easy access for all of our patrons. 
Please contact the Opera Box Office prior to your 
visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 

Patron Services September 22019.qxp_Patron Services  8/15/19  9:52 PM  Page 1
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COLE VALLEY | Offered at $3,750,000
Stately Edwardian home w/ au pair unit, 4+ bedrooms, 3 patios with 
gas fireplace, views spanning Downtown to the East Bay, parking. 
Paul Ybarbo | 415.901.1724 | 1447Willard.com 

SEA CLIFF | Offered at $4,950,000
This beautiful Sea Cliff home was custom built in 2010 with a 
transitional style and floor plan perfect for today’s relaxed lifestyle.
J. Schindler | 415.265.5994 | SeacliffParkViewHome.com

PRESIDIO HEIGHTS | Offered at $9,750,000
This chic and sophisticated home designed by Julia Morgan is situated on 
an extraordinary lot within a private, park-like, garden setting.
J. Schindler  | 415.265.5994 | JuliaMorganGardenHome.com

SEA CLIFF | Offered at $15,800,000
Light-filled 5BR/5BA 3-level mid-century w/Bay & GG Bridge views on 
exclusive cul-de-sac. Terraces & gardens. Unique banquet space. 2-car 
gar & motor court. Steve Gothelf | 415.602.3515 | 4SeaCliffAvenue.com 

POTRERO HILL | Offered at $4,995,000
Deep Connection to the Past, Vast Light & Movement. Views of the 
Bay, Sparkling Potrero and Arts & Craft Dogpatch Culture. Views. 
Wendy Storch | 415.519.6091 | OnlyHere547.com

PACIFIC HEIGHTS | Offered at $17,000,000
Luxurious, gated estate features unobstructed, panoramic views of the 
Golden Gate Bridge from all levels including the garden.  J. Schindler  
415.265.5994 | ExceptionalGoldenGateViewHome.com
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affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. 
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On August 1, San Francisco 
Opera established the 
Department of Diversity, 

Equity and Community, to broaden 
the Company’s work in developing 
new audiences and engaging the 
public. At its helm is arts educator, 
researcher, and civic leader Charles 
Chip Mc Neal, formerly the senior 
curriculum and program manager of 
the opera’s education department.  

“By establishing a Department of 
Diversity, Equity and Community, 
San Francisco Opera is making a bold move in a time of 
critical change in our country’s history, and certainly in 
the state of California,” Mc Neal says.  

Mc Neal, a Bay Area native credits early experiences at 
the War Memorial Opera House with putting him on the 
path to leading this department.  

Growing up in Berkeley in the 1970s and ’80s, Mc Neal 
was an artistically driven child, dabbling in school plays 
and folkloric dances. But a field trip he took as a teenager 
offered him his first glimpse at opera. He ended up in the 
audience of San Francisco Opera’s 1981 Aida, starring leg -
endary soprano Leontyne Price.  

“I didn’t know there was an African American opera 
singer until I heard Leontyne Price. I started researching 
her and realizing, oh my god, this is amazing, and this is a 
rarity,” he says. “I don’t know if I would be involved in the 
classical arts if it weren’t for those early experiences.”  

After high school, Mc Neal moved to New York City, 
where he studied under renowned acting coaches like Lee 
Strasberg, Stella Adler, and Uta Hagen. Attending New York 
University made him the first in his family to go to college.  

One of his first breakthroughs as a performer came in 

an off-Broadway production of Kiss 
Me, Kate. “I remember for weeks and 
months just pinching myself, think-
ing this is crazy: a little black child 
from Berkeley, California, doing a 
show in New York.”  

But his successes came at a cost. 
The criticisms he faced as an actor and 
dancer eroded his self-esteem. “I was 
told I was too tall, too dark, too 
unattractive,” he says. “That insidious-
ness, that questioning, that diminutive 
and oppressive reflection back at you 

about who you are can be devastating.”  
Eventually, after a knee injury, Mc Neal started to shift 

his focus from performance to education—partially in 
reaction to those negative experiences. “This business isn’t 
fair. It isn’t equitable. So knowing that, if I were going to be 
in it, how could I bring that dimension? How could I bring 
that dimension of equity? Of humanity? Of acceptance?”  

In his new role as head of San Francisco Opera’s 
Department of Diversity, Equity and Community, Mc 
Neal seeks to augment SF Opera’s legacy of education 
programming and community engagement through criti-
cal dialogues, and inclusive civic practices that focus on 
policies and strategies that enhance our ability to collab-
oratively address issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in the arts. 

Ultimately, Mc Neal hopes to create spaces where every-
one—regardless of identity—feels “honored and included.” 
Opera, he says, has that power. It’s his life’s work to break 
barriers so others can feel that empower ment too.  

“If I didn’t work to make arts accessible, then I don’t 
know if I would have a purpose,” he says. “That is really 
the essence of what I’m doing.” 

CHARLES CHIP MC NEAL 
D I R E C T O R ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  D I V E R S I T Y ,  E Q U I T Y  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  P R O F I L E

Profile Sptember 2019.qxp_OperaNews  8/16/19  2:40 PM  Page 1
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JOHN A. & CYNTHIA FRY GUNN
S P O N S O R  S P OT L I G H T

Once again, the unprecedented generosity of 
Cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for a 
dazzling season at San Francisco Opera. Since 

2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the couple has 
underwritten numerous productions and provided 
exceptional support for many of the company’s innovative 
endeavors. In September 2008, the Gunns made a historic 
commitment—believed to be the largest gift ever made by 
individuals to an American opera company—to help fund 
the signature projects of General Director David Gockley, 
including new operas and productions, multimedia 
projects, and outreach programs, and have proudly 
continued that support for General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. This season, the Gunns’ inspired generosity is 
helping make possible five productions—Romeo & Juliet, 
Billy Budd, Marriage of Figaro, Manon Lescaut, and  
(R)evolution of Steve Jobs. The Gunns hope that their 
support inspires others to give. John comments, “Opera is 
a dynamic art form and all of us play a role in keeping it 
vital. We must expand our repertoire and our audiences 
and strive for financial flexibility. And we depend on 
donors to keep opera alive.” John is the former chairman 

and CEO of Dodge & Cox Investment Managers. He joined 
the firm in 1972, the year he received his MBA from 
Stanford Business School and married Cynthia, who 
graduated from Stanford with an A.B. in political science 
in 1970. Early in her career, Cynthia was the editor and 
director of The Portable Stanford book series for ten 
years. She edited twenty-eight books by Stanford 
professors on a vast array of topics, including Economic 
Policy Beyond the Headlines by George Shultz and Ken 
Dam. In addition to their support of San Francisco Opera, 
the Gunns are active members of the community. John 
chairs the advisory board for the Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy Research, is Vice Chairman of the Board 
of Stanford Hospital Care and is a former trustee of 
Stanford University. Cynthia currently serves as an 
overseer of Stanford’s Hoover Institution and a trustee of 
the San Francisco Fine Arts Museums and has been a 
member of the advisory board of Family and Children 
Services and the board of the Lucile Packard Foundation 
for Children’s Health. Opera lovers are grateful to Cynthia 
and John and applaud their commitment to keeping San 
Francisco Opera a leading-edge company. 

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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JOHN A. & CYNTHIA FRY GUNN
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Cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for a 
dazzling season at San Francisco Opera. Since 

2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the couple has 
underwritten numerous productions and provided 
exceptional support for many of the company’s innovative 
endeavors. In September 2008, the Gunns made a historic 
commitment—believed to be the largest gift ever made by 
individuals to an American opera company—to help fund 
the signature projects of General Director David Gockley, 
including new operas and productions, multimedia 
projects, and outreach programs, and have proudly 
continued that support for General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. This season, the Gunns’ inspired generosity is 
helping make possible five productions—Romeo & Juliet, 
Billy Budd, Marriage of Figaro, Manon Lescaut, and  
(R)evolution of Steve Jobs. The Gunns hope that their 
support inspires others to give. John comments, “Opera is 
a dynamic art form and all of us play a role in keeping it 
vital. We must expand our repertoire and our audiences 
and strive for financial flexibility. And we depend on 
donors to keep opera alive.” John is the former chairman 

and CEO of Dodge & Cox Investment Managers. He joined 
the firm in 1972, the year he received his MBA from 
Stanford Business School and married Cynthia, who 
graduated from Stanford with an A.B. in political science 
in 1970. Early in her career, Cynthia was the editor and 
director of The Portable Stanford book series for ten 
years. She edited twenty-eight books by Stanford 
professors on a vast array of topics, including Economic 
Policy Beyond the Headlines by George Shultz and Ken 
Dam. In addition to their support of San Francisco Opera, 
the Gunns are active members of the community. John 
chairs the advisory board for the Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy Research, is Vice Chairman of the Board 
of Stanford Hospital Care and is a former trustee of 
Stanford University. Cynthia currently serves as an 
overseer of Stanford’s Hoover Institution and a trustee of 
the San Francisco Fine Arts Museums and has been a 
member of the advisory board of Family and Children 
Services and the board of the Lucile Packard Foundation 
for Children’s Health. Opera lovers are grateful to Cynthia 
and John and applaud their commitment to keeping San 
Francisco Opera a leading-edge company. 

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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“First Republic understands our legacy and our bold 
 aspirations. We defi ne the goal, and they help us get there.”

A M E R I C A N  B A L L ET  T H E AT R E

Kara Medoff  Barnett, Executive Director
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
Diane B. Wilsey (Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor, Romeo & Juliet) 
Dede Wilsey, a longtime San Francisco Opera board member, patron, and Opera Ball 
supporter, believes deeply in the transformative power of the arts, particularly the 
multi-faceted world of opera. Says Dede, “It’s a marvelous spectacle. From the voices and 
pageantry to the scenery, costumes and acting, opera fills the senses and takes you to another 
place.” Thanks to Dede’s generosity, opera enthusiasts of all ages have much to celebrate. As 
Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor for the fourteenth consecutive year, she is supporting the 
opening production of the 2019-20 Season, Romeo and Juliet, the celebratory floral 
arrangements that grace the War Memorial Opera House on September 6, and the free, annual 
Opera in the Park concert at Robin Williams Meadow on September 8. Dede’s leadership 

support was critical in the creation of the Wilsey Center for Opera, a dynamic, intimate space at the Veterans Building, 
which opened in spring 2016. Her philanthropic commitment to the community extends to many organizations. Dede 
serves on the boards of the San Francisco Opera, Ballet and War Memorial and is a lifetime trustee of UCSF.  

 
Wells Fargo (Season Sponsor) 
As San Francisco Opera’s corporate Season Sponsor for over a decade, Wells Fargo is a proud 
supporter of the arts in the Bay Area. Wells Fargo’s philosophy of investing in community 
institutions encourages a culture of artistic achievement and growth, which strengthens the 
communities in which we live and work. Founded in 1852, the company celebrated its 167th 
anniversary this year, and supporting arts and culture has been a part of its history since the days 
when Wells Fargo stagecoaches brought actors, musicians and other performing artists to the 
West. As the oldest and largest financial services company headquartered in California, Wells 

Fargo has top financial professionals providing business banking, investment, mortgage, consumer and commercial 
finance and much more. Wells Fargo has helped generations of families build, manage, preserve, and transfer wealth 
with personalized advice and services to satisfy all their customers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially.  

 
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery (Official Wine Sponsor) 
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery, the iconic wine estate of Sonoma County, is honored 
to be the official wine sponsor of San Francisco Opera. Chalk Hill’s highly acclaimed wines, 
including the iconic Chardonnay, will be showcased at San Francisco Opera donor events, in 
the Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Intermezzo Lounge and the press room. Chalk Hill Estate 

Vineyards and Winery located in Sonoma County, California, is one of California’s premier producers of luxury wines. The 
unique topography, climatic and geological diversity of Chalk Hill creates an environment that allows for a wide range of 
varieties to be grown on the estate. The 1300+ acre estate includes about 350 acres of vineyards, a winery, a hospitality 
center, culinary gardens, residence, stables, equestrian center, sports fields, fishing and swimming ponds and a 
wilderness area. We hope you will visit us for a tasting, estate tour or culinary experience soon.  www.chalkhill.com 
 

Edmund W. and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund (Production Sponsor, Romeo & Juliet)  
Romeo and Juliet, the 24th production supported by the Littlefield Family, was one of Jeannik 
Littlefield’s favorite operas. Company Sponsors since 2002, the Littlefield name became 
especially familiar to opera fans in 2006 when Jeannik made her historic $35 million 
commitment to San Francisco Opera. She held a subscription for over 40 years until her passing 
in 2013. Jeannik’s daughter, Denise, continues her family’s wonderful legacy of support, most 
recently as a generous benefactor of Opera Ball 2019 and by underwriting the LED lighting 
effects for SFO’s production of the Ring in 2018. The Edmund W. and Jeannik Méquet Littlefield 
Endowment Fund provides a permanent and unrestricted source of income for the Company.
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F R O M  D R E S S  R E H E A R S A L S  A N D  B A C K S T A G E  T O U R S , 
T O  E X C L U S I V E  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  E V E N T S 
A N D  M O R E ,  T A K E  P A R T  I N  U N I Q U E  E X P E R I E N C E S 
W H I L E  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  A R T  F O R M  Y O U  L O V E . 

Your gift helps deliver thrilling productions, free community events,  
vital training for the next generation of opera singers, and so much more.

S U P P O R T  T H E  A R T  F O R M  Y O U  L O V E !  
Visit sfopera.com/donate or call (415) 565-3212.

P H O T O :  C A R M E N / C O R Y  W E A V E R .

SHARE THE LOVE

http://sfopera.com/donate


Bernard and Barbro Osher (Production Sponsor, Billy Budd) 
A native of Maine, Bernard Osher became involved with San Francisco Opera as a subscriber 
50 years ago, shortly after moving here from New York. He and his wife Barbro, a native of 
Sweden, have supported every aspect of the Company’s work, from artist appearances to 
production facilities. Established in 1977, The Bernard Osher Foundation has funded virtually 
every major arts organization in the area, including youth programs. Higher education 
initiatives include scholarships for community college students in California and Maine and 
for baccalaureate students at universities in every state and the District of Columbia; Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institutes serving seasoned adults on 123 campuses nationwide; and Osher 
Centers for Integrative Medicine at six of the nation’s leading medical schools and at the 

Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. Bernard is a longstanding member of the Opera’s Board of Directors, serving 
on the Chairman’s Council. Barbro is Honorary Consul General of Sweden for California and serves as Chairman of the 
Board of the Osher Foundation. 
 

Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem / Emerging Stars Fund and Conductors Fund 
(Sponsor, Yves Abel, Pene Pati, and Amina Edris in Romeo & Juliet  
and John Chest in Billy Budd)  
After a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan and Europe, the creation of Clos 
Pegase Winery in California’s Napa Valley, and his art collection, Jan Shrem, in joyous 
partnership with his wife Maria Manetti Shrem, is bringing his focus and affection to 
philanthropic causes that advance education and the performing and visual arts. Though 
they grew up half-a-world apart, Jan and Maria both developed a love of opera at a young 
age. While their lives led them each around the globe, their individual passions eventually 
led them to San Francisco Opera and to each other. As Company Sponsors for nearly a 

decade, Jan and Maria have established four generous funds. The Conductors Fund helps ensure the continued 
appearances of noted conductors in the orchestra pit. The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund helps bring today’s 
most compelling artists in Italian repertoire to San Francisco Opera, the Emerging Stars Fund supports the Company in 
showcasing exciting rising young stars on our stage throughout the season, and the Luminaries Concert Fund enables 
San Francisco Opera to bring legendary artists to the stage for special events and performances. 
 

Joan and David Traitel/Great Singers Fund (Sponsor, Bryan Hymel, Lucas Meachem, 
and Nadine Sierra in Romeo & Juliet and William Burden in Billy Budd) 
“Without great singers, opera is not all it could be,” says San Francisco Opera board member 
Joan Traitel. “That’s why my husband and I approached David Gockley with the idea of 
creating a special way of supporting singers exclusively.” The result was the Great Singers 
Fund, launched by the Traitels in 2008 to provide San Francisco Opera with enhanced 
support to attract the world’s best singers. Joan, a member of the Opera’s board of directors 
since 1998, and her husband David were production sponsors for several years before 
founding the Great Singers Fund. “The Fund makes a difference in the quality of opera in San 
Francisco,” Joan explains. “We are thrilled to sponsor Bryan Hymel, Lucas Meachem, Nadine 

Sierra, and William Burden. I hope people see the relationship between the Great Singers Fund and this season’s 
fantastic lineup. Your support truly can make a difference! These amazing artists make an evening special, and at the 
end you walk away happy.” 
 

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

RAY “SCOTTY” MORRIS

DREW ALTIZER

DREW ALTIZER
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passionate community of supporters, 
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Meet other young opera lovers and deepen 
your involvement with San Francisco Opera 

by joining one of our young professional groups.

R E S T R I C T I O N S  A P P LY.  P H O T O S :  D R E W  A LT I Z E R

http://sfopera.com/bravo


Soprano  
M A R Y  E V E L Y N  
H A N G L E Y  
Long Beach, New York 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund  
for Emerging Artists

2019 ADLER FELLOWS

Baritone  
S E O K J O N G  B A E K  
Jeon-Ju, South Korea 
First-year Adler

Coach & Pianist  
K S E N I I A  
P O L S T I A N K I N A  
B A R R A D  
Kyiv, Ukraine 
First-year Adler

Coach & Pianist  
C É S A R  C A Ñ Ó N  
Bogotá, Colombia 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 
Foundation

Tenor  
Z H E N G Y I  B A I  
Linyi, Shandong, China 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Felipe R. Santiago &  
Barry T. Joseph

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A ’ S  A R T I S T S - I N - R E S I D E N C E  

Founded in 1977 as the San Francisco Affiliate Artists Opera program, Adler 
Fellowships are two-year performance-oriented residencies for classical music’s 
most promising young artists. Now in its 42nd year, this internationally-acclaimed 
training program has launched the careers of many of the artists working on and off 
stage this season. We are grateful to all of our Adler Sponsors for their support, 
received from July 18, 2018 through July 22, 2019. For more information on 
sponsorship opportunities and Adler events, please call (415) 565-3216 or visit our 
website at: sfopera.com/FriendsoftheAdlers. 

Soprano 
N A T A L I E  I M A G E  
Tsawwassen, Canada 
Second-year Adler  
Sponsored by  
James A. Heagy, 
In memory of Jayne Heagy; 
Teresa & Mark Medearis; 
Neil & Elsa Pering

Countertenor 
A R Y E H  N U S S B A U M  
C O H E N  
Brooklyn, New York 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karen J. Kubin; Anonymous

Tenor 
C H R I S T O P H E R  
O G L E S B Y  
Woodstock, Georgia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Peggy & Boyce Nute

Mezzo-soprano  
S I M O N E  M C I N T O S H  
Vancouver, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
Al Garren Fund 
The Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation 
Barbara K. Jackson* 
Drs. Corazon & Martin Sanders 
 

A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Brigid S. Barton 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Anne Gray 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Bill Medigovich 
Sheila Wishek 
Anonymous 
 

A D L E R  P R O G R A M   
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S   
Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 
William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 
The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &  

Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund  

for Emerging Artists 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston* 
 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Janet & Lloyd Cluff 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Marion M. Cope 
Chris & Julie Corley 
Mrs. Denise Cutler 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Bernice E. Greene 
Peggy Hill 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Dr. H. Nona Hungate 
Fred Karren 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Victoria Kirby 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. John E. Lee 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Bernice Lindstrom,  

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA & Joe Losch 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
James R. Meehan 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller* 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Rene & Don Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison & Dr. Oakley Hewitt 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Paul Nordine 
Dennis Otto & Robert Meadows 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Barbara J. Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Barbara Moller Ward 
Carol A. Weitz 
Judith B. Workman 
Lev & Tatyana Yurovsky 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous (3) 
 * deceased

Mezzo-soprano  
A S H L E Y  D I X O N  
Peachtree City, GA 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Helen Berggruen; Lucia Bogatay &  
Thomas D. Wickens*;  
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 
Foundation

Tenor 
C H R I S T O P H E R  
C O L M E N E R O  
Burlington, Vermont 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Robert* & Julie Dickson

Bass-baritone 
C H R I S T I A N  P U R S E L L  
Santa Cruz, CA 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Mrs. James K. McWilliams; 
Ronald D. Morrison
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LIZ REVENKO
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B I L L Y

BUDD
O P E R A  I N  T W O  A C T S  B Y  B E N J A M I N  B R I T T E N

L I B R E T T O  B Y  E . M .  F O R S T E R  A N D  E R I C  C R O Z I E R

B A S E D  O N  T H E  N O V E L L A  B Y  H E R M A N  M E LV I L L E

This production is made possible, in part, by 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn and Bernard & Barbro Osher.

William Burden’s appearance is made possible by 
a gift to the Great Singers Fund by Joan & David Traitel. 

John Chest’s appearance is made possible by 
the Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem Emerging Stars Fund.

Additional funding is provided by Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons.

S E P T E M B E R  7 ,  1 2 ,  1 5 ,  1 7 ,  2 0 ,  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9

The performance will last approximately three hours and five minutes including one intermission.

Glyndebourne production, originally performed in the Glyndebourne Festival 2010.



P R O L O G U E  
Captain Vere, an old man, is haunted by a moment in his 
life when he was tested and found wanting. 
 

A C T  I  
SCENE 1 Years earlier, on board the HMS Indomitable, a 
British man-of-war, during the French wars of 1797, 
sailors are at work. A boarding party returns from a 
passing merchant ship, the Rights o’ Man, with three men 
impressed for naval service. John Claggart, master-at-
arms, interviews them but only the last, Billy Budd, pleases 
the officers, despite his stammer. But his impassioned 
farewell to the Rights o’ Man is misunderstood as a 
revolutionary declaration, and Claggart, responsible for 
discipline, is told to watch Billy. He sets his corporal, 
Squeak, to harass Billy. A Novice returns from a flogging, 
and Donald and Dansker caution the new recruits that no 
one escapes punishment. They warn against Claggart 
while declaring their devotion to Vere. 
 
SCENE 2 A week later, Vere meets with two officers in 
his cabin and they discuss the recent naval mutinies at 
Spithead and the Nore. Vere discounts their fears about 
Billy’s influence on the men. Another officer arrives to 
announce that they are in enemy waters. 
 
SCENE 3 Below the decks, the same evening, Billy 
discovers Squeak meddling with his kit-bag and they fight. 
Claggart arrives and has Squeak arrested. Alone, Claggart 
voices his determination to destroy Billy. He forces the 
Novice to try to bribe Billy into leading a mutiny. Billy 
awakens to hear the Novice’s proposal. Furious at the idea 
of mutiny, he can only stammer. Dansker tells Billy that 
Claggart is behind it all, but Billy refuses to believe him. 
 

A C T  I I  
SCENE 1 Some days later, Claggart is telling Vere that 
there is a dangerous sailor aboard, when a French ship is 
sighted. The crew is called to action stations and a shot is 
fired, but the wind fails, the mist returns and the chase is 
abandoned. Claggart returns to Vere and again accuses Billy 
of planning a mutiny. Vere orders both men to his cabin. 
 
SCENE 2 Billy arrives in Vere’s cabin to be confronted 
by Claggart’s false accusation of inciting mutiny. Unable 
to speak to defend himself, Billy strikes Claggart, who 

S Y N O P S I S

BILLY BUDD 

First performance: London, Covent Garden, December 1, 1951; 

revised version London, Covent Garden, November 13, 1960 

First performance in the United States: Indiana University 

Opera Workshop, December 7, 1952; first professional staging, 

Lyric Opera of Chicago, November 11, 1970 

First San Francisco Opera performance: September 16, 1978. 

San Francisco Opera has performed Billy Budd in three previous 

seasons; for complete information, visit archive.sfopera.com 

Orchestra: 4 flutes (3 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes,  

1 English horn, 2 clarinets and 1 bass clarinet,  

1 alto saxophone, 2 bassoons, 1 contrabassoon, 4 horns,  

4 trumpets, 2 trombones and 1 bass trombone, 1 tuba,  

2 timpani, 4 percussion, 1 harp, 40 strings (12 first violins,  

9 second violins, 7 violas, 7 cellos, 5 basses);  

4 onstage banda drummers; 77 total 

Personnel: 23 principals, 40 chorus, 4 offstage chorus,  

8 children’s chorus, 4 dancers, 2 supernumeraries;  

81 total 
 

The children performing the Powder Monkeys in this 

production are members of the Ragazzi Boys Chorus,  

led by Joyce Keil, artistic director and co-founder. 

falls dead. Vere summons his officers to an immediate 
drumhead court martial, knowing that the penalty for 
striking a superior officer is death. Aware of the 
injustice of the death sentence in this instance, the 
officers appeal to Vere for guidance; he remains silent, 
the officers reluctantly resolve that Billy should be 
hanged at dawn. 
 
SCENE 3 The next morning, shortly before dawn, Billy 
awaits his execution. 
 
SCENE 4 On deck, at four o’clock the same morning, the 
crew assembles to witness the hanging. Billy’s final words 
are “Starry Vere, God bless you!” After the hanging the 
crew turn on the officers in anger. When they are ordered 
below, their rebellion subsides into sullen obedience. 
 

E P I L O G U E  
Vere, now an old man, knows he failed Billy and himself: 
he could have saved him. He receives Billy’s last words 
as a kind of benediction, redeeming him at last. 
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Used by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., publisher and copyright owner  

BILLY BUDD 
(Sung in English with English supertitles)

Conductor 

Lawrence Renes 

Production 

Michael Grandage* 
Revival Stage Director 

Ian Rutherford 

Production Designer 

Christopher Oram* 
Original Lighting Designer 

Paule Constable 

Revival Lighting Designer 

David Manion* 
Chorus Director 

Ian Robertson 

Assistant Conductor 

Joseph Marcheso 

Prompter 

Matthew Piatt 

Musical Preparation 

Laura Poe  

Robert Mollicone  

Bryndon Hassman  

John Churchwell 

Fabrizio Corona 

Diction 

Lynne Soffer 

Assistant Directors 

Morgan Robinson 

Shawna Lucey 

Stage Manager 

Darin Burnett 

Assistant Stage Managers 

Jayme O’Hara  

Anna Reetz  

E. Reed Fisher 

Dance Master 

Lawrence Pech 

Fight Director 

Dave Maier 

Costume Supervisor 

Jai Alltizer 

Wig and Makeup 

Jeanna Parham 

 

 

C A S T  
(in order of vocal appearance) 

  

                                                Captain Vere           William Burden 

                                                      First Mate           Sidney Outlaw* 

                                                Second Mate           Kenneth Overton 

                                                         Mr. Flint           Wayne Tigges 

                                                    Hurt Sailor           Mitchell Jones* 

                                                            Bosun           Edward Nelson 

                                                  Midshipmen           Talinn Hatti*, Marvin Valdez*, 
                                                                                  Curtis Resnick*, Lucas B. Willcuts* 

                                                          Donald           John Brancy* 

                                                         Maintop           Christopher Colmenero*† 

                                                        A Novice           Brenton Ryan 

                                                          Squeak           Matthew O’Neill 

                                                          A Voice           William Bryan* 

                                                  Mr. Redburn           Philip Horst 

                                                   Mr. Ratcliffe           Christian Pursell† 

                                              John Claggart           Christian Van Horn 

                                               Red Whiskers           Robert Brubaker 

                                                 Arthur Jones           Hadleigh Adams 

                                                     Billy Budd           John Chest* 

                                             Novice’s Friend           Eugene Villanueva 

                                                        Dansker          Philip Skinner 

                                                     Cabin Boy           Benjamin Drever 

                                            First Sailor Solo           William Bryan 

                                      Second Sailor Solo           Jere Torkelsen 

                                       Sailor with Earring           William Bryan 

                                          Third Sailor Solo           Chester Pidduck 

                                              Gunnar’s Mate           Anders Fröhlich 

Sailors & Officers 

* San Francisco Opera debut   † Current Adler Fellow 

 
PLACE AND TIME: Aboard the HMS Indomitable, a British man-of-war, during the 

French Wars of 1797. The prologue and epilogue take place some years later. 
 

PROLOGUE 

ACT I 
 

—INTERMISSION— 
 

ACT II 

EPILOGUE 

 
Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

Patrons who leave during the performance may not be reseated until intermission.  

The use of cameras, cell phones, and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices.
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D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E  B Y  M I C H A E L  G R A N D A G E

I was brought up beside the sea, and Britten’s music 
has always moved me; and I was particularly keen 
that the first opera that I directed should be in 

English. I’ve seen Billy Budd many times in the past and 
have always been struck by the extraordinary depth of 
character in the piece. That’s what I enjoy most when 
excavating text in the theatre. 

It was clear to me in starting the process with the 
designers and eventually with the singers that the sea is 
ever-present in the music of Billy Budd, as it also is in 
Peter Grimes. Britten has this brilliant capacity to conjure 
up the huge, surging sound of the sea through the orches-
tra. Therefore, I wanted to leave the sea to the orchestra 
and focus on creating the claustrophobic, violent, capri-
cious shipboard world that these characters inhabit. 

That’s why we took a cross-section of a great ship and 
went right into the center of it, lower deck, mid-deck, 
top-deck, and focused on this world—this beehive, in a 
way—all the crew working away within the framework of 
a mighty sea. Our job was to help the audience under-
stand the hideous circumstances in which all of these 
people lived. 

In the critical literature on both Melville’s novella and of 
Britten’s opera, there’s much dissecting of the subtext—
everything ranging from Christian symbolism to homo-
eroticism. Of course all of these things are key to a 
successful understanding of the piece, but I only want them 
to come out in a way that feels very organic, very much part 
of the overall piece. And I think that comes from a dialogue 
with the artists you are in the room with.  

A L A S T A I R  M U I R / G L Y N D E B O U R N E  P R O D U C T I O N S  L T D .

BILLY BUDD
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The late New Yorker critic Andrew Porter 
deemed Billy Budd “musically the richest and 
most arresting” of Benjamin Britten’s fifteen 

operas. It is also arguably his most provocative and chal-
lenging. While the novella Billy Budd became enshrined in 
the canon shortly after the belated publication of Melville’s 
unfinished text in 1924—boosted by a dramatic reappraisal 
of the author following a long period of neglect—the opera 
has taken more time to find a place in the repertory. A 
major reason for this slower pace of acceptance is the suc-
cess with which the composer and his collaborators have 
transferred the multitiered, unresolvable ambiguities of 
Melville’s fiction to the medium of opera.  

From the perspective of directors and designers, a 
merely realistic presentation of Billy Budd’s 1797 British 

naval setting, however technically impressive, would 
reduce Britten’s unsettling masterwork to a superficial 
period piece—an Aubrey–Maturin tale set to music. Any 
honest attempt to grapple with the substance of this opera 
must balance the literal mise-en-scène with its multiple 
layers of significance—psychosexual, social, jurispruden-
tial, metaphysical, even theological. These layers are inter-
connected but in some ways also contradictory, thereby 
reflecting the divergent outlooks of Britten and his libret-
tists, E.M. Forster and Eric Crozier (and of Melville).  

In the face of these challenges, it is all the more remark-
able that Billy Budd has fared so well in its production his-
tory. The producer Basil Coleman and designer John Piper 
articulated their intention to bring out both realistic and 
allegorical-symbolical dimensions—what they termed the 

SETTING SAIL WITH 
BILLY BUDD 

A  S E L E C T I V E  O V E R V I E W  O F  T H E  O P E R A ’ S  P R O D U C T I O N  H I S T O R Y  

B Y  T H O M A S  M A Y  

Willy Decker’s production of Billy Budd 
at the War Memorial Opera House in 
2004, with Kim Begley as Vere and the  
San Francisco Opera Chorus.  
L A R R Y  M E R K L E  
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opera’s “dual planes”—in discussions before their staging 
of the world premiere at London’s Royal Opera in 1951. 
They accomplished this by contrasting realistic shipboard 
details with a suggestive pitch-black background hinting at 
the mythic, open-ended aspects of the opera.  

In response to some stern objections from eminent crit-
ics, Britten used the occasion of a BBC broadcast in 1960 to 
prepare a substantial revision, streamlining Billy Budd from 
its original four acts (with three intermissions) to the tighter 
two-act version most frequently encountered since. Again, 
Coleman and Piper were charged with preparing the revised 
Billy Budd’s stage premiere (at the Royal Opera in 1964). 
According to Porter, Britten wanted less “shipboard detail,” 
so Piper’s designs were “stripped and simplified.” Still, with 
its balance between realism and abstraction, the overall 
approach of the original Royal Opera productions (for the 
four- and two-act versions alike) established a kind of tem-
plate for stagings of Billy Budd that has had a long afterlife. 

The gap between the 1951 and 1964 London Billy Budds 
is a characteristic of the opera’s reception history. Land-
mark productions have typically been followed by periods 
of hiatus. In the United States, Billy Budd was initially seen 
in 1952 as a live NBC-TV transmission of excerpts from 
the score (limited to 90 minutes)—the first Britten opera 
to be televised and, in its own right, an important chapter 
in the history of the medium of television opera. A single 
performance took place later that year at Indiana Univer-
sity, but it was not until 1970 that the two-act version 
received its U.S. stage premiere at Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
(A concert performance of the revised opera was led by 
Georg Solti at Carnegie Hall in 1966.)  

There was another gap before the next flurry of state-

side interest in Billy Budd, which was presented in com-
pany premieres almost simultaneously at San Francisco 
Opera and the Metropolitan Opera in September 1978—to 
some extent stimulated by landmark stagings of Peter 
Grimes in America (including SFO’s company premiere of 
the opera, produced by Geraint Evans, in 1973). 

The first Billy Budd at the War Memorial Opera House 
was directed by Ande Anderson, who had worked with 
Britten on the original London production (he also staged 
the Chicago premiere). It represented “more or less a 
reconstruction of the 1951 approach,” according to the 
scholar Mervyn Cooke. In his joint review of the bicoastal 
Billy Budds, Porter wrote that the sets effectively rebuilt 
Piper’s original designs “on a larger scale and provided 
[them] with projections of changing sea and skies.”  

Incidentally, a line Porter quoted from Melville’s tale 
acquires a poignant dimension if we recall that just a few 
months before San Francisco’s 1978 premiere, the rain-
bow flag had first been introduced at the Pride Parade: 
“Who in the rainbow can draw the line where the violet 
tint ends and the orange tint begins?” Despite recurrent 
critical hedging about the significance of gay subtexts in 
both the novella and the opera, Forster was especially 
outspoken about his interpretation in a letter in which he 
found fault with Britten’s music for Claggart’s monologue 
(“O beauty, o handsomeness”): “I want passion—love con-
stricted, perverted, poisoned, but nevertheless flowing 
down its agonizing channel; a sexual discharge gone evil.”  

Meanwhile, the Met expanded on the production John 
Dexter had first tried out in 1972 at Hamburg Staatsoper, 
using William Dudley’s striking visualization of the HMS 
Indomitable, against a black background, as a vast lateral 
cross-section. Hydraulic stage technology allowed the 
ship’s levels to rise and fall, expand and contract, thus 
creating spaces in which Dexter could carefully delineate 
“the symbolic heights and depths of the opera in clear 
visual terms,” as the Britten expert and protégé Donald 
Mitchell puts it. Dexter’s production has been periodically 
revived by the Met (most recently in 2012). Porter extolled 
the Dexter staging as “scenically the more spectacular and 
emotionally the more romantic, while San Francisco’s 
[conducted by David Atherton] was musically in sharper 
focus—the clearest and keenest account of the opera I 
have ever heard.” 

But New York offered a competing vision of the opera in 
2014 when Michael Grandage’s staging, introduced at the 
Glyndebourne Festival in 2010 (and his first foray into opera 
direction), made a stop at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 
(With this presentation at San Francisco Opera, Grandage’s San Francisco Opera’s 1978 production of Billy Budd.

R O N  S C H E R L  /  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  A R C H I V E S  
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critically acclaimed production 
receives its West Coast premiere.) 
The careful details of Christopher 
Oram’s curved, wooden ribcage set 
(making reference to another 
Melville icon with its suggestion of a 
whale) have been praised for per-
suasively evoking a sense of the his-
torical period as well as the 
claustrophobic spaces in which the 
story’s psychodynamics play out—all 
of a piece with the director’s stated 
aim to give voice to the ideas “that 
were clear to the creators” of the 
work. David Patrick Stearns hailed 
the BAM revival for “exploring the 
musical and dramatic layers of Billy 
Budd with a thoroughness and bal-
ance not often found anywhere.” 

Like a theatrical version of punc-
tuated equilibrium in evolution, 
anniversary years have prompted 
sudden fresh approaches to Billy 
Budd after periods of dormancy. To 
mark the opera’s 50th anniversary in 2001—and, as it hap-
pened, in the wake of 9/11—new productions surfaced in 
Chicago, directed by David McVicar (with Nathan Gunn 
taking on what has become a signature role), and in Vienna, 
where Willy Decker brought back the original four-act ver-
sion, relying on a radically simple, raked staging.  

Following a revival of the 1978 production in 1985 (then 
directed by Basil Coleman), San Francisco Opera chose 
Decker’s version for its most recent staging (in 2004—
Donald Runnicles conducted the production both in 
Vienna and in San Francisco). The Decker production also 
had the honors of introducing Billy Budd to the Russian 
stage in 2013, the centennial of Britten’s birth, when it was 
performed at the Mikhailovsky Theater in St. Petersburg.  

Another milestone production is the one Francesca 
Zambello directed at the Royal Opera House in 1995, 
with Alison Chitty’s vertical designs memorably delin-
eating the ship’s power structures. “In an isolated soci-
ety, like ships or prisons, certain men become the 
females of that world,” Zambello observed. The critic 
Rodney Milnes remarked on the irony of an American—
also notable as a woman directing Britten’s all-male 
opera—being the first to offer a new take on Billy Budd 
at Covent Garden since the premiere of the original and 
revised versions there: “Perhaps it takes an outsider … 

to turn the screws on us.” Zam-
bello’s production has since been 
revived with widespread success 
at various American companies.  

If the effort to find a balance 
between realism and abstraction is 
a basic constant in Billy Budd pro-
ductions, the work has not 
remained immune to attempts to 
update the “realistic” side of the 
equation. David Alden’s 2012 pro-
duction of the work for English 
National Opera, wrote London critic 
Andrew Clements, reimagined the 
action as taking place “in a rusting, 
steel-hulled vessel somewhere in 
Europe during the first decades of 
the 20th century, perhaps an early 
Soviet ship fighting a local war in 
the Baltic or the Black Sea, on 
which jack-booted officers main-
tain a regime of brutal suppres-
sion.” In 2007, for Oper Frankfurt, 
Richard Jones set his production in 

a naval academy in the mid-century period when the first 
Billy Budd was introduced. And already in 1987, Graham 
Vick’s production for Scottish Opera included designs out-
lining “a more modernistic structure of steel ladders and 
catwalks, perhaps intended to suggest the interior of a Vic-
torian prison as much as a ship,” notes Mervyn Cooke.  

After an absence of the work for almost two decades 
from the house that gave it birth, Billy Budd returned to 
the Royal Opera last season in a much-discussed new 
production by Deborah Warner. Using Michael Levine’s 
set design of floating deck platforms and rigging and 
Chloe Oblensky’s costumes, Warner blended references to 
the Napoleonic era with suggestions of the 20th century, 
while also giving Claggart’s role in the tragedy a provoca-
tively fresh slant.  

In this bicentennial year of Melville’s birth, the desire to 
unravel the meanings of the “Handsome Sailor,” the Iago-
like Claggart, the maritime Pontius Pilate, Captain Vere—
and all those aboard the metaphoric Indomitable—remains 
as powerful as it is elusive. Britten has revealed that some 
of the most resonant answers lie beyond words.  

 
Thomas May is a longtime regular contributor to San Francisco 
Opera’s programs and the author of Decoding Wagner: An 
Invitation to His World of Music Dramas.

G A R Y  S M I T H  /  S E A T T L E  O P E R A

Christopher Maltman as Billy Budd in Francesca Zambello’s 
2001 production with Seattle Opera 
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The greatest art, Herman Melville believed, 
remains unfinished, awaiting posterity to 
unearth its secrets. Moby-Dick—“the draught 

of a draught,” he called it—proved his point. Virtually 
ignored on publication in 1851, it followed most of his nov-
els in dropping out of print, a collective failure that led 
him to abandon fiction for poetry. Then, in 1888, some-
thing compelled him to start a new short novel, Billy 
Budd. “God keep me from ever completing anything,” he 
had written in Moby-Dick about the paradox of big aspira-
tions. Now the almighty took him at his word. Melville’s 
death in 1891 arrested Billy Budd’s gestation. The 
manuscript, a jumble of bad penmanship, strike-
throughs, additions, and interpolations, remained a mess 
that no one except his widow knew existed. 

By 1919, with a Melville revival underway, the scholar 
Raymond Weaver planned the first biography of the nov-
elist. In his research he combed through Melville’s papers. 
Among them he uncovered Billy Budd—for a literary spe-
cialist, a find analogous to stumbling upon Machu Picchu 
or excavating Tutankhamun’s tomb. He worked fast to 
share his discovery. 

Unfortunately, he worked too fast. Errors large and 
small riddle his Billy Budd edition of 1924, and many of 
these were repeated in 1948 in what claimed to be the 
“first accurate transcription.” Not until 1962 did the now-
standard version appear. Its editors prepared their text 
with the care of detectives, and their investigations 
revealed that, every time Melville believed he had finished 
the manuscript, he found more to revise. “What still fur-

English writer E.M Forster (1879–1970)  
boating with composer Benjamin Britten (1913–1976),  

just off the shore at Aldeburgh, Suffolk, in October 1949. 
K U R T  H U T T O N  /  G E T T Y  I M A G E S

UNFINISHED WORK 
B I L L Y  B U D D  A S K S  I T S  A U D I E N C E  T O  S O L V E  T H E  O P E R A ’ S  P U Z Z L E S  

B Y  L A R R Y  R O T H E  
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ther changes he might have made had he lived,” they 
admitted, “are of course conjectural.”  

Conjecture propelled the work of E.M. Forster when, in 
1949, working with Eric Crozier (who contributed theatri-
cal expertise), he began transforming Billy Budd into a 
libretto for Benjamin Britten. Forster, among the 20th 
century’s pre-eminent English novelists, knew music well, 
and we can thank him for making Benjamin Britten an 
opera composer. Britten in 1941 chanced upon a Forster 
article that sparked his interest in the Romantic poet 
George Crabbe. “In a flash I realized … that I must write 
an opera,” Britten recalled of his encounter with Crabbe’s 
The Borough. That poem inspired Peter Grimes, which pre-
miered in 1945 and changed the trajectory of Britten’s life. 
A friendship developed between composer and writer. 
Soon, to Britten’s delight, Forster suggested he might try 
his hand at a libretto. 

Forster adhered to much of what he found in Melville. 
But while Melville’s editors rebuilt a novel from what they 
discovered, Forster used Melville as foundation for a new 
edifice. To criticize it for divergences from its source is to 
ignore that the opera, while true to Melville’s outline, is 
not Melville’s. Besides the Act 2 pursuit of the French 
frigate, an action sequence absent from the novel, 
Forster’s major inventions are a prologue and an epilogue 
that frame the action and enable him to tell the story from 
Captain Vere’s perspective, unlike Melville, who uses an 
omniscient narrator.  

Forster also brought his sensibilities to Melville’s tale. He 
believed Billy Budd offered the opportunity to be candid 
about homosexuality. That subject inevitably surfaces in 
discussing the opera and the novel. You might agree it 
exists in Melville’s book, but only if you look, and look 
closely, and Britten’s reluctance to look closely disap-
pointed Forster. Melville, a sailor in his young years, under-
stood how long sea journeys and cramped quarters can 
ignite carnal instincts in men confined to each other’s com-
pany. He touched on this in his 1850 book, White-Jacket. 
There the narrator makes clear he doesn’t share this orien-
tation, but even if we assume he speaks for the author, we 
should remember that Melville possessed human sympa-
thies uncommon for his or any time. In Moby-Dick, Ishmael 
and Queequeg share a bed—a pairing of necessity, not sex—
enabling Melville to emphasize that humans of every color 
and faith are “wedded,” as Ishmael says. Melville wrote 
openly and with no embarrassment about men’s affection 
for one another. Best not to mistake his artistic stratagems 
for a preoccupation with the intimacies of male bonding. 
While much is made of Billy’s physical beauty, that beauty is 

emblematic—not of Eros, but of innocence. John Claggart 
intends to destroy Billy not because his advances have been 
rejected—he makes none—but because Billy’s goodness 
offends him. Descended from Paradise Lost’s Satan, Clag-
gart is a psychopath, dispensing evil because he can. He 
likes Billy’s looks but despises what they signify. When he 
calls Billy “handsome,” Claggart is stating a fact, not 
proposing a hookup. 

In dense prose, and as gingerly as a cardiologist 
threading a scope through an artery, Melville explores the 
minds and motivations of Captain Edward Fairfax Vere 
and Master-at-Arms John Claggart. He called this deliber-
ate drama “An Inside Narrative.” Translating it to the 
stage demanded much from the librettists but more from 
the composer, and Britten reveled in the challenge (“I’ve 
never been so obsessed by a piece”). The music bears 
responsibility both for psychological penetration and dra-
matic movement. In Britten’s hands, everything springs to 
life from the first scene on deck, where he infuses mun-
dane phrases with energy and ignores the bar lines’ limits, 
enlivening nautical references and commands and even 
conjuring the ocean’s mystery (as in the chorus “O heave! 
O heave away, heave,” kin to “Dawn,” first of Grimes’ Four 
Sea Interludes). Immediately Britten plunges us into the 
world of a British man-of-war, circa 1797. Using only male 
voices and weaving them into an orchestra lit with brass 
and high winds, Britten creates a continuously varied 
sound texture.  

The score abounds in thematic correspondences across 
its span. The slow pianissimo string figure we hear at the 
outset, and which recurs in the epilogue, generates such 
variants as the forward-thrusting figure at the first men-

“Beauty, 
handsomeness, 

goodness …  
it is for me  

to destroy you.” 
—CAPTAIN VERE 
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tion of Claggart’s name, the bass clarinet line that snakes 
beneath Claggart’s accusation to Vere, the strings’ ner-
vous pulse as Billy defends himself to the drumhead court, 
even the fanfare that drives the sea chase.  

Embracing Melville’s pessimism, Forster and Britten 
portray the perils of innocence. A stammer plagues the 
apparently undefiled Billy and turns this angel into a 
murderer, striking him mute when challenged, able only 
to counter false witness with a primitive response, a 
killing blow of his fist. In the fallen world, the cards are 
stacked against innocence, and self-defense is its undo-
ing. Claggart serves as the universe’s instrument to anni-
hilate Billy. At his death the burden passes to Vere, who 
accepts responsibility while tortured by the justice he 
feels forced to dispense. “Beauty, handsomeness, good-
ness,” he laments, echoing Claggart, “it is for me to 
destroy you.”  

Among the puzzles and triumphs of Melville’s novel is 
the scene in which, having agreed with his officers that 
Billy must die, the captain disappears into an anteroom 
where Billy waits. “Beyond the communication of the 
sentence,” writes Melville, “what took place at this inter-
view was never known.” The tale’s narrator goes so far as 
to imagine that Vere “may in the end have caught Billy to 
his heart.” Who can say? “Holy oblivion providentially 
covers all at last.” Vere’s disclosure of the verdict and 
Billy’s reaction remain private. Words failed Billy at his 
crucial moment. Words fail Melville now. Nor did Forster 
invent words for a scene that remains unseen. The music 
communicates a numinous solemnity. For three minutes 
that feel timeless, the orchestra takes over. Group by 
group, brass, strings, winds, and horns take turns playing 
a series of common triads—a radiant, chorale-like 
sequence spanning 34 bars. The writer Donald Mitchell 
believes that Britten envisioned a scenario, “each chord 
… within the total arch [representing] a stage in the 
development of the encounter between Vere and Billy.” 
Here, Mitchell concludes, “music speaks in a tongue for 
which words could never be found.” These same chords 
return in Billy’s last monologue, when, section by 
orchestral section as in the interview sequence, they 
accompany him as he sings, “I’m strong, and I know it, 
and that’s enough.” Once more the chords sound, now in 
the epilogue, as Vere adopts Billy’s words: “I’ve sighted a 
sail in the storm, the far-shining sail, and I’m content.” 

A forced optimism, at extreme odds with Melville, 
seems to inhabit the epilogue. Yet the chords of the inter-
view sequence rising through this scene suggest a recur-
rent Melville theme: salvation through human empathy, 

the empathy those chords represent. At last, after a surge 
of affirmation, the orchestra falls silent, the captain’s 
words end in a mutter, and the opera concludes, not quite 
sure of what has transpired in these final moments. 

Critical response was mixed when Billy Budd pre-
miered, on December 1, 1951, at the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden. Nine years later Britten compressed the 
original four acts into two, tightening the structure and 
quickening the pace. The art historian Kenneth Clarke 
may have gone too far in calling the opera “one of the 
great masterpieces that change human conduct,” but Billy 
Budd lodges in the consciousness, where it keeps doing its 
work. Like Melville’s story, the opera’s enigmas invite 
continuing interpretation. In that sense it remains unfin-
ished, as Melville might say, and as such it proves most 
true to him.   

 
Larry Rothe writes about music for San Francisco Opera and Cal 
Performances and has written for the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, and San Francisco Symphony. 
His books include For the Love of Music and Music for a City, 
Music for the World. 

Herman Melville, 1870. Painting by Joseph Oriel Eaton.
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*San Francisco Opera Debut ♪Role Debut 

LAWRENCE RENES
(Wassenaar, 
Netherlands)
Conductor
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Nixon in China
Recent and 
Upcoming: Salome 
(Royal Swedish Opera); 

Jenůfa (Royal Swedish Opera); George 
Benjamin’s Written on Skin (Beijing Music 
Festival, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra); 
Concert of Strauss and Prokofiev (London 
Philharmonic); Concert of Sibelius, Brahms 
and Richard Mills (Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra); Orchestre National de Lyon; 
National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra; 
Mahler Chamber Orchestra (on tour in 
South America); Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra; Residentie Orkest; Tampere 
Philharmonic; Malta Philharmonic; Tokyo 
Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra; 
NHK Symphony Orchestra

WILLIAM BURDEN 
Tenor (Miami, Florida) 
Captain Vere
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: George 
Bailey in Jake Heggie’s 
It’s a Wonderful Life; 
Count Lerma in Don 
Carlo; Laca in Jenůfa; 
Tom Rakewell in The 

Rake’s Progress; Dan Hill in Christopher 
Theofanidis’ Heart of a Soldier; Peter in Mark 
Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary Magdalene
Recent and Upcoming: Lensky in Eugene 
Onegin (Atlanta Opera); Voice faculty 
member (The Juilliard School, Mannes 
School of Music)
Merola Opera Program 1991

JOHN CHEST *
Baritone (Greenville, 
South Carolina)
Billy Budd
Recent and 
Upcoming: Title role 
of Billy Budd (Deutsche 
Oper Berlin); Valentin 
in Faust (Teatro 
Real Madrid); Count 

Almaviva in Le Nozze di Figaro (Opera 
Philadelphia); Nick Carraway in The Great 
Gatsby (Staatsoper Dresden); Pelléas in 
Pelléas et Mélisande (Glyndebourne Festival 
Opera); Ensemble Pygmalion (European 
tour); Papageno in The Magic Flute (Teatro 
Municipal de Santiago); Deutsches 
Symphonie-Orchester Berlin; Concerts 
with Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, Paris 
Philharmonie, Wigmore Hall
Merola Opera Program 2009

CHRISTIAN VAN  
HORN♪
Bass-Baritone (Long 
Island, New York)
John Claggart
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Zoroastro 
in Orlando; The King 
in Aida; Four Villains in 
Les Contes d’Hoffmann; 

Oroveso in Norma; Timur in Turandot; Colline 
in La Bohème; Count Horn in Un Ballo in 
Maschera; Narbal in Les Troyens; Fedor von 
Bock in Two Women 
Recent and Upcoming: Don Ruy Gomez 
de Silva in Ernani (San Francisco Opera); 
title role of Mefistofele (Metropolitan Opera); 
Colline in La Bohème (Metropolitan Opera); 
Publio in La Clemenza di Tito (Metropolitan 
Opera); Narbal in Les Troyens (Paris Opera); 
Escamillo in Carmen (Bavarian State Opera); 
Haydn’s The Creation (Cleveland Orchestra 
Carnegie Hall)
Van Horn is the winner of the 2018 Richard 
Tucker Award

PHILIP HORST♪
Bass-Baritone (Astoria, 
New York)
Mr. Redburn
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Gamekeeper in 
Rusalka; Fritz Kothner 
in Die Meistersinger von 
Nürnberg

Recent and Upcoming: Die Walküre (Lyric 
Opera of Chicago); Tutor in Elektra (Chicago); 
Capulet in Roméo et Juliette (Metropolitan 
Opera, Chicago); Panthée in Les Troyens 
(Chicago); Das Rheingold (Chicago); Wozzeck 
(New Israeli Opera); Simone in Zemlinsky’s 
Eine Florentinische Tragödie (Greek National 
Opera); Pizarro in Fidelio (English National 
Opera); Gamekeeper in Rusalka (Chicago); 
Tomsky in Pique Dame (Komische Oper 
Berlin); Mandryka in Arabella (Theater St. 
Gallen, Oper Frankfurt); Scarpia in Tosca 
(Seattle Opera)
Merola Opera Program 1999; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2000, 2001

WAYNE TIGGES♪
Bass-Baritone 
(Dubuque, Iowa)
Mr. Flint
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Judge 
Turpin in Sweeney 
Todd; Zuniga in 
Carmen; Ariodates 
in Xerxes; Sam and 

Wesley in Christopher Theofanidis’ Heart of 
a Soldier; Joe St. George in Tobias Picker’s 
Dolores Claiborne
Recent and Upcoming: Don Basilio in Il 
Barbiere di Siviglia (Michigan Opera Theatre); 
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title role of Der Fliegende Holländer (Atlanta 
Opera); Frank in Die Fledermaus (Palm Beach 
Opera); Barone Douphol in La Traviata (LA 
Opera); Owen Hart in Jake Heggie’s Dead 
Man Walking (Lyric Opera of Chicago)

CHRISTIAN PURSELL♪
Bass-Baritone (Santa 
Cruz, California)
Mr. Ratcliffe
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Walter 
Raleigh in Roberto 
Devereux; Jailer in 
Tosca; Count Lamoral 
in Arabella; Angel First 

Class in Jake Heggie’s It’s a Wonderful Life
Recent and Upcoming: Sergeant of Archers 
in Manon Lescaut (San Francisco Opera); 
Samuel in Handel’s Saul (Philharmonia 
Baroque Orchestra); Handel’s Messiah 
(Mormon Tabernacle Choir); Dandini in La 
Cenerentola (Merola Opera Program); Tom 
in Laura Kaminsky’s Some Light Emerges 
(Houston Grand Opera); Second Englishman 
in Prokofiev’s The Gambler (Vienna State 
Opera); Britten’s War Requiem; Brahms’ Ein 
Deutsches Requiem; Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 9
Merola Opera Program 2017; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2018, 2019

ROBERT  
BRUBAKER♪
Tenor (Manheim, 
Pennsylvania)
Red Whiskers
San Francisco  
Opera Highlights: 
Aegisth in Elektra; 
Guillot de Morfontaine 
in Manon; Emperor 

Altoum in Turandot
Recent and Upcoming: The Witch in 
Hansel and Gretel (Metropolitan Opera, San 
Francisco Opera); Loge in Das Rheingold 
(Lyric Opera of Chicago); Aegisth in Elektra 
(Chicago); Dr. Caius in Falstaff (Dallas Opera); 
Monostatos in The Magic Flute (Metropolitan 
Opera)

BRENTON RYAN♪
Tenor (Sedalia, 
Missouri)
A Novice
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Janek in 
The Makropulos Case
Recent and 
Upcoming: Don 
Curzio in Le Nozze di 

Figaro (San Francisco Opera); Der Naar in 
Wozzeck (Metropolitan Opera); Monostatos 
in Die Zauberflöte (Houston Grand Opera, 
Metropolitan Opera); Don Basilio in Le 
Nozze di Figaro (LA Opera); Spoletta in 

EDWARD NELSON♪
Baritone (Santa Clarita, 
California)
Bosun
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: John 
Buckley in Two Women; 
L’Ami in La Chute 
de la Maison Usher; 
Dr. Malatesta in Don 

Pasquale; Moralès in Carmen
Recent and Upcoming Engagements: 
Figaro in Il Barbiere di Siviglia (Vancouver 
Opera); Dr. Falke in Die Fledermaus (Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis); Vaughan Williams’ 
Dona Nobis Pacem (Saint Louis Symphony); 
Le Jeune Homme in Ne Quittez Pas: A 
Reimagined La Voix Humaine (Opera 
Philadelphia); Dandini in La Cenerentola 
(Norwegian National Opera); title role of Don 
Giovanni (Palm Beach Opera); Papageno in 
Die Zauberflöte (Boston Youth Symphony); 
Vaughan Williams’ Sea Symphony and 
Weill’s Four Walt Whitman Songs (American 
Symphony Orchestra Carnegie Hall); Pelléas 
in Pelléas et Mélisande (Norwegian National 
Opera, Ópera de Oviedo)
Merola Opera Program 2014; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2015, 2016

SIDNEY OUTLAW *♪
Baritone (Brevard, 
North Carolina)
First Mate
Recent and 
Upcoming: Dizzy 
Gillespie in Daniel 
Schnyder’s Charlie 
Parker’s Yardbird 
(Atlanta Opera, Arizona 

Opera, New Orleans Opera); Handel’s 
Messiah (Baltimore Symphony, National 
Symphony Orchestra); The Fix (Minnesota 
Opera); Guglielmo in Così fan tutte (Mill City 
Opera); Tommy McIntyre in Fellow Travelers 
(Madison Opera); Beethoven’s Missa 
Solemnis (Colorado Symphony); Mahler’s 
Lieder eines Fahrenden Gesellen (Toledo 
Symphony) Merola Opera Program 2010

KENNETH  
OVERTON♪
Baritone (Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania)
Second Mate
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Frazier in 
Porgy and Bess; Sid in 
La Fanciulla del West
Recent and 

Upcoming: Title role of Richard Danielpour’s 
The Passion of Yeshua (Buffalo Philharmonic); 
Handel’s Messiah (National Chorale at 
Lincoln Center); Vaughn Williams’ Dona 
Nobis Pacem (New England Symphonic 
Ensemble Carnegie Hall); Mozart’s Requiem 

Tosca (Metropolitan Opera); Pedrillo in Die 
Entführung aus dem Serail (Opéra de Monte 
Carlo); Nero in The Coronation of Poppea 
(Opera Theatre of Saint Louis); Lysander 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Opera 
Philadelphia)

CHRISTOPHER 
COLMENERO *♪ 
Tenor (Burlington, 
Vermont)
Maintop
Recent and 
Upcoming: Luigi in Il 
Tabarro (Schwabacher 
Summer Concert); 
title role of Don Carlo 

(Merola Grand Finale); Judge Danforth in 
The Crucible (Purchase Opera); Benvolio in 
Roméo et Juliette (Minnesota Opera); Froh in 
Das Rheingold (Minnesota Opera) 
Merola Opera Program 2018; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2019

MATTHEW O’NEILL
Tenor (Evansville, 
Indiana) 
Squeak
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Borsa in 
Rigoletto; Melot in 
Tristan und Isolde; 
Heinrich der Schreiber 
in Tannhäuser; 

Monostatos in The Magic Flute for Families; 
Goro in Madama Butterfly; Count Hauk-
Šendorf in The Makropulos Case; Flask in 
Jake Heggie’s Moby-Dick
Recent and Upcoming: Tempter/Abbot in 
The Prodigal Son (Rome Opera); Jonah in 
Jack Perla’s Jonah and the Whale (LA Opera)
Merola Opera Program 2005; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2006, 2007

JOHN BRANCY *♪♪
Baritone (Mullica 
Hill, New Jersey)
Donald
Recent and 
Upcoming: Neuwirth’s 
Lost Highway (Oper 
Frankfurt); Silent Night: 
A WWI Memorial in 
Song and Armistice: 

the Journey Home with pianist Peter 
Dugan (recital tour); Fauré’s Requiem 
(Concertgebouw); Orff’s Carmina Burana 
(Opéra National de Bordeaux); Meredith 
Monk’s Atlas (Los Angeles Philharmonic); 
Carmina Burana, Winterreise, Messiah, 
Roméo et Juliette (Musica Sacra New York); 
Engagements at Wigmore Hall; Boston 
Symphony; Berliner Rundfunk; Pacific Opera 
Victoria; Napa Valley Festival; Gulbenkian 
Symphony; Berliner Rundfunkchor; Da 
Camera Houston; Edmonton Symphony
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and C. P. E. Bach’s Magnificat (The Oregon 
Bach Festival); Stephen Kumalo in Kurt 
Weill’s Lost in the Stars

EUGENE  
VILLANUEVA♪ 
Baritone (Daly City, 
California)
Novice’s Friend
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Prince 
Yamadori in Madama 
Butterfly
Recent and 

Upcoming: Escamillo in Carmen 
(Staatstheater Braunschweig); Leoncavallo 
Requiem (Festival Leoncavallo Switzerland); 
Recital with Peter Grünberg (Lieder Alive! 
San Francisco); New Year’s Gala concerts 
(Argovia Philharmonic Switzerland); 
Schaunard in La Bohème (Seattle Opera)
Merola Opera Program 2008

PHILIP SKINNER
Bass-Baritone 
(Jacksonville, Florida) 
Dansker
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Baron 
Douphol in La Traviata; 
King Priam in Les 
Troyens; Edgar Ray 
Killen in Philip Glass’ 

Appomattox; The Speaker in Die Zauberflöte; 
Rambaldo Fernandez in La Rondine; The 
Water Spirit in Rusalka; Escamillo in Carmen; 
Ferrando in Il Trovatore; Colline in La Bohème; 
Lorenzo in I Capuleti e i Montecchi
Recent and Upcoming: Henry Wilcox in 
Allen Shearer’s Howards End, America (San 
Francisco); Olin Blitch in Carlisle Floyd’s 
Susannah (Festival Opera); Nikititsch in Boris 
Godunov (San Francisco Symphony); Scarpia 
in Tosca (Sacramento Opera, Festival Opera); 
Arkel in Pelléas et Mélisande (West Edge 
Opera); King Marke in Tristan und Isolde 
(Claude Heater Foundation concert Herbst 
Theatre); King in The Little Prince (Opera 
Parallèle)
Merola Opera Program 1985; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 1986, 1987

HADLEIGH ADAMS♪
Baritone (Palmerston 
North, New Zealand)
Arthur Jones
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Count 
Paris in Roméo et 
Juliette; Schaunard in 
La Bohème; Angelotti 
in Tosca; Marquis 

d’Obigny in La Traviata; Simon in Mark 
Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary Magdalene; 
Luther and Schlemil in Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann; An officer in Il Barbiere di Siviglia; 

S E A S O N
2 0 1 9 / 2 0

Renée Fleming, soprano

Richard Bado, piano

Oct 5
ZELLERBACH HALL

Fleming brings the elegance and glamour 
of the opera house to her intimate— 
and rare—recital appearances, lending 
her rich soprano to German art song, 
operatic arias, Broadway hits, classical 
masterworks, and new music by gifted 
contemporary composers. 

“Her voice floated across 
the hall in an iridescent 
display of vocal color…. 
By the end of the evening, 
Fleming held her audience 
in the palm of her hand.”
—Los Angeles Times

calperformances.org/tickets Season 
Sponsor:

music    dance    theater

PerformancesCal          
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  B E R K E L E Y

Get back in the game at our 
Sports Medicine Center
State-of-the art facility now open at 
Mission Bay Medical Offices

TRUSTED TEAM PHYSICIANS OF 
THE GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS

kp.org/sportsmedicine

Sports medicine services are exclusively for members and by referral only.

http://calperformances.org/tickets
http://kp.org/sportsmedicine
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(San Francisco Symphony); Maximilian 
in Candide (San Francisco Symphony); 
Bernstein’s Mass (Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Ravinia Festival); Papageno in Die Zauberflöte 
(Pacific Symphony); Jesus in Saint Matthew 
Passion (Colorado Symphony); General 
Lansing in Annie Gosfield’s War of the Worlds 
(Los Angeles Philharmonic); Judge/Duke 
in Thomas Adès’ Powder Her Face; Dr. Falke 
in Die Fledermaus; Concerts with Houston 
Symphony Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra, Colorado Symphony Orchestra, 

American Bach Soloists, New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra
Merola Opera Program 2012; San Francisco 
Opera Adler Fellowship 2013, 2014

TALINN HATTI *♪
Treble (Los Altos, 
California)
Midshipman
Recent and 
Upcoming: Concert 
Group with Ragazzi 
Boys Chorus (U.S., 
Canada, Mexico); plays 
piano and double 

bass; Cub Scouts graduate with the Arrow of 
Light; dreams up sets, scripts, costumes and 
dramatic productions; loves to travel, sketch, 
write stories, and whiz around the house on 
his hover board

MARVIN B. VALDEZ *♪
Treble (Union City, 
California)
Midshipman
Recent and 
Upcoming:  
Ragazzi Boys 
Chorus: International 
Choir Festival 
(Flagstaff); Home 

Alone (San Francisco Symphony); 
International Choral Kathaumixw (Powell 
River, B.C.); Carmina Burana (San 
Francisco Symphony); Mexico tour

CURTIS RESNICK *♪
Treble (Lafayette, 
California)
Midshipman
Recent and 
Upcoming: Soprano 
(Pacific Boychoir since 
2013, San Francisco 
Opera Guild Opera 
Scouts since 2018); 

Dmitri’s Ghost and Urchin Chorus in Boris 
Godunov (San Francisco Symphony); Boys 
Chorus in Stravinsky’s Perséphone (San 
Francisco Symphony); Boys Chorus in 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 (San Francisco 
Symphony); Ripieno Choir in Saint Matthew 
Passion (American Bach Soloists); Youth 
Chorus (Pocket Opera); finalist for Lamorinda 
Idol singing competition

LUCAS WILLCUTS *♪
Treble (San Francisco, 
California)
Midshipman
Recent and 
Upcoming: Pacific 
Boychoir Academy: 
Stravinsky’s 
Perséphone (San 
Francisco Symphony) 

Mr. Fox in Dolores Claiborne; The Imperial 
Commissioner in Madama Butterfly
Recent and Upcoming: Ormonte in 
Partenope (San Francisco Opera); Schaunard 
in La Bohème (Lyric Opera of Kansas City); 
Mercutio in Roméo et Juliette (Cincinnati 
Opera); Hawkins Fuller in Gregory Spears’ 
Fellow Travelers; Young Caesar Nicomedes in 
Lou Harrison’s Young Caesar; Carl Mangus in 
A Little Night Music (Nederlandse Reisopera); 
Creon/Tiresias in Oedipus Rex (London’s 
Philharmonia Orchestra); Carmina Burana 
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and Ireland tour; bilingual in Spanish; plays 
piano; enjoys playing with family dogs

BENJAMIN DREVER ♪
(El Dorado, California)
Cabin Boy 
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Young George in 
Jake Heggie’s It’s a 
Wonderful Life 
Recent and 
Upcoming: Loves 

the theater and acting through his agency, 
Models Inc.; plays alto saxophone; swims 
competitively

MICHAEL GRANDAGE *
(Penzance, Cornwall, 
UK)
Production
Recent and 
Upcoming: Madama 
Butterfly (Houston 
Grand Opera, 
Lyric Opera of 
Chicago); Le Nozze 

di Figaro (Glyndebourne, Houston); Don 
Giovanni (Metropolitan Opera); Billy Budd 
(Glyndebourne, Brooklyn Academy of 
Music); Theater director of The Lieutenant 
of Inishmore, Photograph 51, Henry V, The 
Cripple of Inishmaan, Peter and Alice, Othello, 
Frost/Nixon, King Lear, Red, Hamlet, Ivanov, 
Guys and Dolls, Merrily We Roll Along, Grand 
Hotel; Film director of Genius

IAN RUTHERFORD
(Ringmer, East Sussex, 
UK)
Revival Stage Director
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Revival 
Co-Director of Die 
Meistersinger von 
Nürnberg
Recent and 

Upcoming: Otello (Washington National 
Opera); Die Entführung aus dem Serail 
(Glyndebourne); Billy Budd (Brooklyn 
Academy of Music); Ariodante (Houston 
Grand Opera, Vlaamse Opera, Ópera de 
Oviedo); Lucia di Lammermoor (Canadian 
Opera Company, Washington National 
Opera); Peter Grimes (Ópera de Oviedo, 
Deutsche Oper Berlin); Otello (Sweden, 
Teatro Real Madrid, Canadian Opera 
Company); Rusalka (Opera Slovenia); Die 
Meistersinger von Nürnberg (Lyric Opera of 
Chicago); Die Zauberflöte (Houston); The 
Rape of Lucretia (Deutsche Oper Berlin); 
English National Opera: The Barber of Seville; 
Falstaff; Madam Butterfly; The Magic Flute; La 
Bohème

CHRISTOPHER 
ORAM * 
(Hampton, UK)
Production Designer
Recent and 
Upcoming: Billy 
Budd (Glyndebourne, 
Brooklyn Academy 
of Music); Le Nozze di 
Figaro (Glyndebourne, 

Houston Grand Opera); Madama Butterfly 
(Houston); Don Giovanni (Metropolitan 
Opera); Red (Donmar, New York); Photograph 
51; Henry V; A Midsummer Night’s Dream; 
The Cripple of Inishmaan (New York); Peter 
and Alice; Privates on Parade (West End); 
Hughie (New York); Macbeth (Manchester 
International Festival, Park Avenue Armory 
New York); Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Richard 
Rogers New York); Frozen (St. James Theatre 
New York); Company (Sheffield Crucible); The 
Lieutenant of Inishmore (The Other Place, 
Noel Coward); The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee; King Lear; Passion; Man 
and Superman; Danton’s Death; Backbeat 
(Glasgow Citizens); Evita (Adelphi, New 
York); Wolf Hall/Bring Up the Bodies (Royal 
Shakespeare Company, London, New York); 
No’s Knife (Old Vic); A Winter’s Tale; Romeo 
and Juliet; The Entertainer (Kenneth Branagh 
Theatre Company, Garrick); Casanova 
(Northern Ballet)

PAULE CONSTABLE
(Brighton and Hove, 
England)
Original Lighting 
Designer
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Carmen; 
Die Meistersinger von 
Nürnberg
Recent and 

Upcoming: Benvenuto Cellini (ENO); Medea 
(English National Opera); Dr Dee (ENO); Billy 
Budd (Glyndebourne); Der Entführung aus 
dem Serail (Glyndebourne); Roberto Devereux 
(Metropolitan Opera); Cavalleria Rusticana/
Pagliacci (Metropolitan Opera); Local Hero; 
Follies; Pericles; Nine-Night; Pinocchio; 
Mosquitos; Common; Angels in America; Romeo 
and Juliet; Swan Lake; The Red Shoes; Sleeping 
Beauty; Play Without Words; Dorian Gray

DAVID MANION *
(Oxfordshire, England)
Revival Lighting 
Designer
Recent and 
Upcoming: The 
Turn of the Screw 
(Tenerife Opera 
House, Glyndebourne 
On Tour, Dallas 

Opera); Falstaff (Glyndebourne On Tour); La 
Cenerentola (Glyndebourne Festival Opera, 

Glyndebourne On Tour); Die Entführung 
aus dem Serail (Glyndebourne On Tour); 
Saul (Glyndebourne On Tour, Adelaide 
Festival); Hamlet (Glyndebourne On Tour, 
Adelaide Festival); Il Barbiere di Siviglia 
(Glyndebourne On Tour); Vladimir Jurowski’s 
farewell concert (Glyndebourne); Macbeth 
(Glyndebourne Opera); Snow Q (Brighton 
Art Project)

IAN ROBERTSON
(Dundee, Scotland) 
Chorus Director
San Francisco 
Opera Highlights: 
Mainstage: Conductor 
of Lohengrin; Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk; 
Il Trovatore; Rigoletto; 
La Traviata; Don 

Carlo; Turandot; La Bohème. Chorus 
Director for over 300 productions, 
including world premiere commissions. 
Concerts: Conductor of San Francisco 
Opera Orchestra and Chorus at Stern 
Grove Festival; Yerba Buena Gardens; 
Northern California tour. Merola Opera 
Program: Conductor of La Perichole; Così 
fan tutte; Grand Finale concerts. Awarded 
Olivier Messiaen Foundation Prize for Saint 
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François d̓ Assise (2003); San Francisco Opera 
Medal (2012).
Artistic Director Emeritus of the San 
Francisco Boys Chorus which he led as 
Artistic Director for 23 years

DAVE MAIER
(El Cerrito, California)
Fight Director
San Francisco Opera 
Highlights: Carmen; 
Tosca; the Ring cycle; 
Pagliacci; Rigoletto
Recent and 
Upcoming: House 
of Joy (Cal Shakes); 

Rhinoceros (American Conservatory Theatre); 
Oedipus el Rey (Magic Theatre); Wink (Marin 
Theatre Co.); West Side Story (Berkeley 
Playhouse); Kill Move Paradise (Shotgun 
Players); Communicating Doors (Center Rep); 
Cabaret (Stanford University)

RAGAZZI BOYS CHORUS
Logan Crawford
Sam Dickey
Daniel Dittrich
Olivier Kondo
Elliot Lee
Christopher “Tango” Spurling
Henry Styer
Ethan Zettler-Bray

The Tamalpais Marin - LIVE YOUR STYLE 
“The Tamalpais provides a lifestyle that meets and exceeds my  
expectations and those of my family.” Resident Barbara Ward, Board 
Member of The San Francisco Opera, photographed with daughter Lisa.

The Tamalpais is an independent senior living community for active  
adults, that also provides access to quality healthcare. Enjoy the  
company of friends, attend an opera, a lecture or catch a film.    

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT  
The Tamalpais Marketing Department  

Call 415-461-2300  
501 Via Casitas, Greenbrae, CA TheTam.org

http://encorespotlight.com
http://thetam.org
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W E  I N V I T E  Y O U  T O  J O I N  U S  A S
C R E A T I V E  P A R T N E R S  I N  A  T H R I L L I N G
F U T U R E  F O R  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A .

The Producers Circle is an exciting group of six-fi gure philanthropists
who are making possible transformative artistry at San Francisco Opera.
Experience behind-the-scenes processes unfold as operas move from 
conception to reality, and be a part of the creative vitality of the Company. 
As a member of the Producers Circle, you will further the extraordinary 
tradition of excellence that is San Francisco Opera, bring visionary works 
of humanity to life and enter into a life-changing artistic partnership.

J O I N  T H E  P R O D U C E R S  C I R C L E 
For more information on this transformational giving opportunity, 
please visit sfopera.com/producerscircle or contact:
Deborah Banks at (415) 551-6345 or dbanks@sfopera.com

BE PART
OF THE
JOURNEY

P H O T O  B Y  E D  A N D E R S O N

http://sfopera.com/producerscircle
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C. Bradford Jeffries 
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Dr. Shahla Chehrazi &  
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Mr. Richard B. Hechler &  
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Dixie & Clifford Hersh 
James & Doreen Ho 
Ron Holloway & Doug Hammerich 
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Jim & Debi Kassis 
Meg A. Kellogg 
John Kerns 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 
David Laudon & Randall Laroche 
John & Joan Lavorgna 
Edward & Jennifer Lee 
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg 
David Longawa 

Patricia Ferrin Loucks 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Ludgus 
Jennifer Lynch & Justin Schuster 
Irena Matijas 
Elaine Mellis 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 
Joshua J. Morgan III 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Deborah Mosser &  

Donald MacLean II 
Sheila & Paul Nahi 
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Susan O’Brien 
David T. Oldroyd 
Nazan & Charles Orr 
Father David F. Pace 
Lisa Satter Peters & Dennis Peters 
Maria Pitcairn 
Maryam Rahimian 
Merrill Randol 
Debby & Paul Sagues 
Lily Samii 
Frederic H. Smith 
Zornitza Stefanova &  

Payam Mirrashidi 
Randy & Belinda Steyer 
Anthony & Barbara Tonso 
Barbara Traisman 
Paul van Dyk & Şaduman Güzel 
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Victoria Weatherford &  
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Ronald & Emely Weissman 
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Lisa & Jim Zanze 
Albert Zecher

OPERA BALL 2019
San Francisco Opera Association & San Francisco Opera Guild wish to thank the patrons and donors of Opera Ball 2019 
(support received by July 31, 2019) whose generosity helps make Opening Night a success. 

OPERA BALL 2019 SPONSORS  
 

O P E N I N G  W E E K E N D  G RA N D  S P O N S O R  
Diane B. Wilsey 

DINNER SPONSOR  
Neiman Marcus Union Square 

 

WINE SPONSOR  
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 

 

BENEFACTOR PARTY SPONSOR  
Diane B. Wilsey 

 

E V E N T D ES I G N   
J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 

 

OFFICIAL AIRLINE  
United Airlines 

 

M E D I A S P O N S O R S  
Haute Living San Francisco 

Nob Hill Gazette 
Town & Country 

CO C K TA I L R EC E P T I O N  S P O N S O R  
TriplePoint Capital  

 

SPARKLING WINE SPONSOR  
Roederer Estate 

 

PATRON PARTY SPONSOR  
Gregory Malin 

 

CAT E R I N G   
McCalls Catering & Events 

 

INVITATION DESIGN  
Cheree Berry Paper 

 

SPECIAL THANKS  
Drew Altizer Photography 

Soirée Valet 
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Matthew Shilvock,  
General Director 

 

Jennifer Good,  

Managing Director: Production  

Lee Helms,  

Managing Director: Operations 

Gregory Henkel,  

Managing Director: Artistic 

Jennifer Lynch,  

Managing Director: Philanthropy and Audiences 

Michael Simpson,  

Managing Director: Administration/ 
Chief Financial Officer 

 

David Gockley, General Director Emeritus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

Jordan Amann, Executive Assistant  

to the General Director 

Ellen Presley, Board Relations 

and Special Projects Manager 

 

 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
 

FINANCE 

Christopher Tom, Controller 

Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 

Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 

Linda Rodriguez, Senior Accountant 

Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 

Timmy Yuen, Staff Accountant 

 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

Eric Rubio, Chief Information Officer 

Mark Wladika, DevOps Manager 

Nancy Herrick, Program Manager,  

Business Operations 

Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 

Steve Long, Network & Systems Administrator 

Sara Lee, Programmer/Analyst 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

Sarah DeCuir, Director of Human Resources 

Heidi Arcilla, Human Resources Generalist 

 

 

A R T I S T I C  
 

ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 

Sean Waugh, Artistic Planning Manager 

DeAnna Sherer, Music Planning Manager 

John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff 

Ilana Rainero-de Haan, Associate to  

the Managing Director: Artistic 

Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator 

Michael Bragg, Music Planning Associate and  

Opera Librarian  

 

MUSIC STAFF 

John Churchwell, Dennis Doubin, Alden Gatt,  

Ronny Michael Greenberg, Bryndon Hassman,  

Anne Larlee, Noah Lindquist, Vito Lombardi,  

William Long, Joseph Marcheso, Michelle Merrill, 

Robert Mollicone, Sahar  Nouri, Matthew Piatt,  

Laura Poe, Stephanie Rhodes Russell,  

Tamara Sanikidze, Maureen Zoltek 

  

Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad, César Cañón,  

Adler Fellows 

 

LANGUAGE COACHES 

Radoslava Biancalana, Czech  

Alessandra Cattani, Italian 

Patricia Kristof Moy, French 

Lynne Soffer, English Diction

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Sheri Greenawald, Opera Center Director 
Mark Morash, Director of Musical Studies 
Chris Bragg, Administrative Director 
 
 

O P E R A T I O N S  
 

Katherine Baltrush, Associate Operations Director 
 
MUSIC OPERATIONS 

Clifford Cranna, Dramaturg Emeritus 
Kali Wilson, Music Operations Manager 
  
CHORUS AND BALLET 

Ian Robertson, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 
Mary Finch, Chorus and Dance Personnel Manager 
Katelyn Tan, Ballet Pianist 
 
ORCHESTRA 

Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 
Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 
Timothy Spears, Assistant Orchestra Librarian/ 

Assistant Orchestra Manager 
 
 
P H I L A N T H R O P Y  A N D  
A U D I E N C E S  
 

David Odenkirchen, Director of Philanthropy and 
Audiences Operations 

 
Jess Levy, Patron Data Specialist 
Anamaria Ramey, Donor Services Manager 
Sarah Benjamin, Patron Data Assistant 
Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 
Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 
Bella Mello, Philanthropy and Audiences Associate 
 
ARCHIVES  

Barbara Rominski, Director of Archives 
 
DEVELOPMENT  

 

Kyle Polite, Deputy Director of Development 
 
Michael Hoke, Development Associate 
 

Lisa Bordachar,  
Director of Prospect Research and Strategy 

Mandala Pham, Director of Legacy Giving 
Joanna Taber, Principal Giving Manager 
Barbara Lundy, Principal Giving Associate 
 
ANNUAL GIVING 

Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving 
  
INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING 

Deborah Banks, Director of Individual and  
Leadership Giving 

Dana Gordon, Leadership Giving Officer 
Joo Eun Lee, Leadership Giving Officer 
Hans Cardenas, Individual Giving Officer 

ADMINISTRATION
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Aileen Tat, Individual Giving Officer 
Madeline Bueter, Individual and  

Leadership Giving Associate 
  
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 

Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Karman Pave, Director of Special Events 

Katie Cagampan, Special Events Manager 
 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND COMMUNITY 

Charles Chip Mc Neal,  
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Community 

Ryan Marchand, Community Engagement Manager 
Clara Choi, Community Engagement Coordinator 
Linda Baird, Tajma Beverly, Joshua Raoul Brody, 

Heidi Carlsen, Robert Chastain, Marcelle Dronkers, 

Patricia Drozda, Kevin Gordon, Lua Hadar,  

Dave Maier, Albert Montañez-Sanchez,  

Steven Sven Olbash, Michael Orlinsky, Max Perkoff, 

Katherine Issel Pitre, Emily Shisko, Alyssa Stone, 

Christopher Street, Matthew Wolka,  
  Teaching Artists 
 
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Lisa Bullard, Chief Marketing Officer 
 

Farrah Hammond, Marketing Associate 
 
AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING 
Kathryn Appleton, Associate Director of  

Audience Development and Marketing 
Stephanie Gianni, Manager of  

New Audiences and Engagement 
Amy Humke, Web and Email Manager 
Steven Shear, Manager of Relationship Marketing 
Megan Searcy, Audience Development and  
  Marketing Coordinator 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Julia Inouye, Associate Director of Communications 
Jeffery McMillan, Senior Manager, Communications 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
Allison Griner, Communications Coordinator 
 
CREATIVE AND DIGITAL 

Adam Snellings, Graphic Designer 
Katy Zolfaghari, Creative Project Manager 
 
RESEARCH AND ANALYTICS 

Chi-Hsuan Yang,  
Senior Manager, Research and Analytics 

  
BOX OFFICE 

Mark Sackett, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 
Jessica Fauver, Assistant Box Office Manager,  

First Assistant Treasurer 
Rebecca Page, Medallion Society Concierge Manager 
Emily Tilles, Subscriptions Manager,  

Assistant Treasurer 
Jennifer Hughes, Roberto Bonilla, Assistant Treasurers 

Ruth Van Slyke, Telephone Sales Manager 
Khalil El-Kareh, Nick Gueli, Beverlee G. Hassid, 

Yasmine Love, Charles McGraw, Kyle Minor,  

Jennifer Pollack, Dale Whitmill,  
  Telephone Sales Assistants

FRONT OF HOUSE 

Jamye Divila, House Manager 
Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 
Rodney Anderson, Danica Burt, Frank Chow,  

Martin Dias, Dave Doering, Jonathan Drogin,  

Chip Heath, Elaine Kawasaki, Eileen Keremitsis,  

Ryszard Koprowski, Bill Laschuk, Sharon Lee,  

Marilyn Leong, Lenore Long, Doug Luyendyk,  

Leontyne Mbele-Mbong, Sam Mesinger,  

Dale Nedelco, Wayne Noel, Beth Norris, Jan Padover, 

Julie Peck, Robert Remple, Bill Repp, Rilla Reynolds, 

Robyn Sandberg, Kelly Smith, Stephanie Somersille, 

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Claire Tremblay, 

Richard Wagner, Steve Weiss, Elaine Yee,  
  Ushers 
Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid 
 
OPERA SHOP 

Jay Stebley, Retail Manager 
Karen Topp, Assistant Manager 
 
 

P R O D U C T I O N  
*Senior Production Staff Member 
 
PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Jeremy Patfield, Production Finance Director* 
Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant 
Celine Strouts, Production Associate 
Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator 
  
AUDIO 

Doug Mitchell, Master Audio/Video Engineer 
Ziggy Tomcich, Assistant Master Audio/Video Engineer 
  
CARPENTRY 

David Hatch, Master Carpenter 
Mark Baumann, Assistant Master Carpenter 
  
COSTUME DEPARTMENT 
Daniele McCartan, Costume Director 
Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 
David Doré, Senior Production Accountant 
Galen Till, Production Supervisor 
Amy Ashton-Keller, Master Draper 
Sally Thomas, Master Tailor 
Irene Murray, Senior Draper 
Santiago Suanes, Men’s Draper 
Gillian Haratani, Emma Lehman, Kristen Tracy, 

Carolann Voltarel,  

  Assistant Cutters 

Manuel Gutierrez, Production Coordinator 
Paula Wheeler, Senior Milliner 
Amy Van Every, Senior Dyer 
Jersey McDermott, Senior Craftsperson/Shoe Specialist 
Nicole Diascenti, Stock Coordinator 
Nikki Anderson-Joy, Lindsey Eifert, Costume Assistants 

Miriam Acosta, Breanna Bayba,  

Adela Cantor, Alicia Castaneda, Danielle DeVeaux, 

Hoa Lam Fong, Aries Limon, Xing-Fong Luo, 

Amanda Mitchell, Sonia Olivares, Lena Sage, 

  Costume Technicians 
 
ELECTRICS 

Leon Parsons, Master Electrician 
Michael Anderson, Assistant Master Electrician 
Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator

FIGHT DIRECTION 

Dave Maier, Fight Director 
 
LIGHTING 

Justin A. Partier, Lighting Director* 
Eric Watkins, Assistant Lighting Designer 
Davida Tkatch, Assistant Lighting Designer 
Anthony Forchielli, Hemsley Lighting Intern 
Aaron Curry, Lighting Intern 
 

PROPERTIES 

Lori Harrison, Master of Properties 
Frederick Wielandt, Assistant Master of Properties 
  
REHEARSAL 

Marin Venturi, Rehearsal Department Director* 
Trey Costerisan, Rehearsal & Facilities Manager 
Melanie Alameda, Rehearsal Administrator 
Savannah Criswell, Senior Rehearsal Assistant 
Nick Grieneisen, Rehearsal Assistant 
 
SCENE SHOP 

John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreman 
Steve McNally, Scenic Artist in Charge 
  
STAGING STAFF 

Darin Burnett, Production Stage Manager* 
Lawrence Pech, Dance Master 
Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber, Andrew G. Landis, 

Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey, Stage Managers 
Jose Maria Condemi, E. Reed Fisher, Shawna Lucey,  

Jimmy Marcheso, Roy Rallo, Morgan Robinson,  

  Assistant Stage Directors 
Jessica Barker, E. Reed Fisher, Rachel Garoon, 

Jennifer Harber, Andrew G. Landis, Shawna Lucey, 

Jimmy Marcheso, Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey,  

Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 
 
TECHNICAL DIRECTION 

Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 
Ryan O’Steen, Production Manager* 
Chris Largent, Associate Technical Director 
 
WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head Of Department 
Cynthia Fusco, Robert Horek, David McKain, 

Catherine Verdier, Assistants 
 
WIG AND MAKEUP 

Jeanna Parham, Head of Department 
Ashley J. Landis,  

Assistant Head of Department 
Christina Martin,  

Administrative Assistant & Wig Assistant  
Maura Sela, Sophia Smith, Wig Assistants 
 
 
Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 
Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 
 
Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 
 
Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
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Ian Robertson, Chorus Director

Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master
Mary Finch, Chorus and Dance Personnel
   Manager

REGULAR CHORUS

Nadima Avakian
Buffy Baggott
Elizabeth Baker 
Kathleen Bayler 
C. Michael Belle 
William Bryan*
Janet Campbell 
Alan Cochran
Sara Colburn 
Chris Corley
Dvora Djoraev
Mary Finch 
Anders Fröhlich*
Claudia Haider
Daniel Harper
Christopher Jackson 
Ken Johnson 
David Kekuewa
Claire Kelm 
Bojan Knežević*
Elisabeth Rom Lucio
Frederick Matthews
Angela Eden Moser*

Sally Mouzon*
Sally Porter Munro 
Erin Neff 
William O’Neill
Rachelle Perry
Phillip Pickens 
William Pickersgill
Chester Pidduck*
Virginia Pluth†
Laurel Cameron Porter*
Valery Portnov
Laurel Rice†
Colby Roberts 
Carole Schaffer 
Sigmund Seigel
Shelley Seitz
Dan Stanley
Jesslyn Thomas*
Jere Torkelsen*
Andrew Truett 
Donna Turchi 
Richard Walker†
Mitzie Weiner

* Solo Role
† Chorus member on Leave of Absence

EXTRA CHORUS

Ben Brady
Angela Cadelago
Cheryl Cain 
Katie Carlson Cartwright
Christopher Filipowicz
Kevin Gino
Peter Girardôt
Patrick Hagen
Phillip Harris
Harlan Hays
Glenn Healy
Michael Jankosky 
Silvie Jensen
Mitchell Jones*
Bradley Kynard
William Lawley 
Eileen Meredith

Jim Monios
Jess G. Perry 
Aimée Puentes
Samuel Rabinowitz
Pedro Rodelas
Clifton Romig
Jason Sarten
Jonathan Smucker
Whitney Steele
Alexander Taite 
Nicole Takesono
Michael Taylor
Igor Vieira
Nicholas Volkert 
Jacque Wilson
Daniel Yoder

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS
Hadleigh Adams º
Louise Alder**
SeokJong Baek †
Zhengyi Bai †
Lilia Bernstein
Michelle Bradley*
John Brancy*
Robert Brubaker
William Burden
Yolotzin Cervantes
John Chest*
Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen †
Christopher Colmenero*†
Catherine Cook º
Sasha Cooke
James Creswell
Rafael Davila*
Jennifer Davis**
Jeanine De Bique*
Ashley Dixon †
Benjamin Drever 
Amina Edris  º
Anthony Clark Evans
Franco Fagioli**
Greg Fedderly
Eve Gigliotti*
Noah Glickman*
Eric Halfvarson
Mary Evelyn Hangley †
Lianna Haroutounian
Talinn Hatti*
Philip Horst º
Bryan Hymel
Natalie Imageχ †
Brian Jagde º
Rhoslyn Jones º
Stephanie Lauricella*
Daniela Mack º
Serena Malfi*
Michaela Martens
Simone McIntosh †
Lucas Meachem º
Timothy Mix
Levente Molnár*
Daniel Montenegro º
Edward Nelson º
Christopher Oglesby †
Matthew O’Neill º
Jakub Józef Orliński**w
Sidney Outlaw*

Kenneth Overton
Edward Parks*
Pene Pati º
Simone Piazzola*
Christian Pursell †
Curtis Resnick*
Brenton Ryan
Alek Shrader º
Nadine Sierra º
Philip Skinner º
Garrett Sorenson
Heidi Stober
Michael Sumuel 
Russell Thomas
Wayne Tigges
Marvin B. Valdez*
Christian Van Horn
Eugene Villanueva
Alfred Walker
Lucas Willcuts*
Wei Wu*

CONDUCTORS
Yves Abel
Michael Christie
Christopher Franklin
James Gaffigan
Eun Sun Kim
Nicola Luisotti
Christopher Moulds
Henrik Nánási
Lawrence Renes

STAGE DIRECTORS
Christopher Alden
Michael Cavanagh
Jose Maria Condemi º
Vanessa D’Ayral De Serignac**
Michael Grandage*
Jean-Louis Grinda**
Antony McDonald*
Kevin Newbury
Roy Rallo
Ian Rutherford
Olivier Tambosi
Danielle Urbas*

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Lucy Burge*
Lawrence Pech

SET DESIGNERS
Eric Chevalier*
Andrew Lieberman
Scott Marr
Antony McDonald*
Christopher Oram*
Erhard Rom
Frank Philipp Schlossmann
Victoria Tzykun*
Ricardo Pardo*

COSTUME DESIGNERS
Paul Carey*
Constance Hoffman
Scott Marr
Antony McDonald*
Jon Morrell*
Christopher Oram*
Frank Philipp Schlossmann
Carola Volles*

LIGHTING DESIGNERS
Neill Brinkworth*
Lucy Carter*
Paule Constable
Jane Cox*
David Manion*
Gary Marder
Duane Schuler
Adam Silverman
Roberto Venturi*
Japhy Weideman*

VIDEO/PROJECTION DESIGNER
59 Productions

* San Francisco Opera debut
** U.S. debut
º Former Adler Fellow
† Current Adler Fellow
 Former Merola Opera Program 
participant
Cover Artist

2019–20 ARTISTS CHORUS

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and appreciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, craftsmen, and craftswomen greatly contribute to our performances:

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc.

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 16

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784,  I.a.t.s.e.

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union, Local 706, 
I.a.t.s.e.

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.a.t.s.e.

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18
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FIRST VIOLIN
Kay Stern, Concertmaster
Laura Albers, Associate Concertmaster*
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster
Jennifer Cho
Dawn Harms
Mariya Borozina
Lev Rankov
Barbara Riccardi
Dian Zhang
Leonid Igudesman
Jennifer Hsieh
Asuka Annie Yano

SECOND VIOLIN
Jeremy Preston, Principal
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal
Eva Karasik
Maya Cohon
Leslie Ludena
Craig Reiss
Heeguen Song**

VIOLA
Carla Maria Rodirgues, Principal
Sergey Rakitchenkov, Associate Principal*
Paul Nahhas, Assistant Principal†
Patricia Heller
Jonna Hervig
Natalia Vershilova
Joy Fellows
Elizabeth Prior**

CELLO
David Kadarauch, Principal
Thalia Moore, Associate Principal
Peter Myers, Assistant Principal
Nora Pirquet
Emil Miland
Victoria Ehrlich
Ruth Lane

BASS
Joseph Lescher, Principal
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal*
Steven D’Amico, Assistant Principal
Shinji Eshima
Mark Drury

FLUTE
Julie McKenzie, Principal
Patricia Farrell†
Barbara Chaffe**
Stephanie McNab*

PICCOLO
Stephanie McNab

OBOE
Mingjia Liu, Principal
Gabriel Young*
Janet Popesco Archibald

ENGLISH HORN
Janet Popesco Archibald

CLARINET
Jose Gonzalez Granero, Principal
Joanne Burke Eisler, Assistant Principal*
Anthony Striplen

BASS CLARINET
Anthony Striplen

BASSOON
Rufus Olivier, Principal
Daniel MacNeill*
Michael Severance

CONTRABASSOON
Michael Severance

HORN
Kevin Rivard, Co-Principal
Mark Almond, Co-Principal
Keith Green
Brian McCarty
William Klingelhoffer**

TRUMPET
Adam Luftman, Principal
William Holmes†
Scott Macomber**
John Pearson*

TROMBONE
Samuel Schlosser, Principal
Donald Kennelly
David Ridge

TUBA/CIMBASSO
Zachariah Spellman

TIMPANI
John Burgardt

PERCUSSION
Richard Kvistad, Principal/Associate Timpani
Patricia Niemi

HARP
Olga Ortenberg-Rakitchenkov

LIBRARIAN
Carrie Weick
Timothy Spears, Assistant

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Tracy Davis
Timothy Spears, Assistant

* Principal for one or more Fall season operas
† Leave of absence
** Season substitute

Lawrence Pech, Dance Master

Alysia Chang
Brett Conway t*
Jamielyn Duggan 
Alexandra FitzGibbon
Blanche Hampton t* 
Bryan Ketron t 
Rachel Speidel Little t* 
Beth Maslinoff*
Jackie McConnell
Christopher Nachtrab*
Jekyns Pelaez t 
Chiharu Shibata t* 
Maxwell Simoes
Marcos Vedovetto

* Solo Dancer 
t Tenured

CORPS DANCERS ORCHESTRA

SUPERNUMERARIES
Jim Bowes           
David Calkins      
Richard Casse
James Crow        
Eric Dew               
Karsten Guthridge           
Yelda Kaya          
Peter Kolesnikov              
Charles Lewis III 
Steve Mullin       
Ram Ramayanam             
Steven Schultz   
Carlos Suarez     
Ross Uchimura  
Etienne Vick
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Laura Albers 
Associate 

Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Assistant 

Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
First Violin

Dawn Harms 
First Violin

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara 
Assistant Principal 

Second Violin

Eva Karasik 
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Second Violin

Maya Cohon  
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Heeguen Song 
Second Violin  

Regular Substitute

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

Sergey Rakitchenkov 
Associate Principal 

Viola

Thalia Moore 
Associate Principal 

Cello

Peter Myers 
Assistant Principal 

Cello

 Nora Pirquet 
Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

Victoria Ehrlich 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Paul Nahhas 
Assistant Principal Viola 

Leave of Absence

Patricia Heller 
Viola

Jonna Hervig 
Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Joy Fellows 
Viola

Elizabeth Prior 
Viola 

Regular Substitute

David Kadarauch 
Principal  

Cello
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Steven D’Amico 
Assistant Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Bass

Mark Drury 
Bass

Julie McKenzie 
Principal 

Flute

Patricia Farrell 
Flute 

Leave of Absence

Stephanie McNab 
Flute & Piccolo

Barbara Chaffe  
Flute 

Regular Substitute

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Gabriel Young 
Oboe

Janet Popesco 
Archibald 

Oboe & English Horn

Jose Gonzalez 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler 
Assistant Principal 

Clarinet

Anthony Striplen 
Clarinet &  

Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Michael Severance 
Bassoon & 

Contrabassoon

Kevin Rivard 
Co-Principal  

Horn

Mark Almond 
Co-Principal  

Horn

Keith Green 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Horn

William Klingelhoffer 
Horn 

Regular Substitute

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

William Holmes 
Trumpet 

Leave of Absence

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet 

Regular Substitute

Samuel Schlosser 
Principal Trombone

Donald Kennelly 
Trombone

David Ridge 
Trombone &  

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt 
Timpani

Richard Kvistad 
Principal Percussion & 

Associate Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Percussion

Olga Ortenberg 
Rakitchenkov 

Harp

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED
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Nadima Avakian 
Soprano

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano

Dvora Djoraev 
Soprano

Mary Finch 
Soprano

Claire Kelm 
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser 
Soprano

Rachelle Perry 
Soprano

Virginia Pluth 
Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Carole Schaffer 
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Mitzie Weiner 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Elizabeth Baker 
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Claudia Haider 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Porter Munro 
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS

Laurel Rice 
Mezzo-Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Shelley Seitz 
Mezzo-Soprano

Donna Turchi 
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Chris Corley 
Tenor

Daniel Harper 
Tenor

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

Timothy Spears 
Assistant Orchestra 
Manager & Librarian Most photos by John Martin. Not pictured: Lev Rankov, First Violin.
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Richard Walker 
Tenor 

Leave of Absence

William Bryan 
Baritone

Anders Fröhlich 
Baritone

Ken Johnson 
Baritone

David Kekuewa 
Baritone

Frederick Matthews 
Baritone

Jere Torkelsen 
Baritone

Bojan Knežević 
Bass

William O’Neill 
Bass

William Pickersgill 
Bass

Valery Portnov 
Bass 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS  CONTINUED  

Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Rachel Speidel Little Jekyns Pelaez Chiharu Shibata 

Most photos by John Martin. Carole Schaffer and Claudia Haider photos by Pamela Dale.

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor

Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Colby Roberts 
Tenor

Sigmund Seigel 
Tenor

Dan Stanley 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CORPS DANCERS
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INDIVIDUAL GIVING

CO M PA N Y S P O N S O R S  
$1,000,000 AND ABOVE 
Ann & Gordon Getty 
The Dolby Family 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Steven M. Menzies 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Barbara A. Wolfe 
 
P R O D U C E R  
$250,000–$999,999 
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Leslie & George Hume 
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Traitel 
Anonymous 
 
E X EC U T I V E  P R O D U C E R  
$200,000–$249,999 
Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell 
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock 
Anonymous 
 
CO - P R O D U C E R  
$150,000–$199,999 
Betty & Jack Schafer 
Anonymous 
 
AS S O C I AT E  P R O D U C E R  
$100,000–149,999 
Helen Berggruen, for Five Arts Foundation 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Peter Fenton 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 
Nancy S. Mueller 
The Oshman Family Foundation 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 
Barbara Moller Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Norby Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Joachim Bechtle 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Paul* & Valerie Crane Dorfman 
Robert* & Julie Dickson 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Mr.* & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr. 
Stephen & Diane Heiman 
Stephen & Choongja Kahng 
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Karen J. Kubin 
Mr.* and Mrs. Peter Magowan 
Mr.* & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry 
Ronald D. Morrison 
Marina & Ben Nelson 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Carol Potter Peckham 
Neil & Elsa S. Pering 
Betty Ann Prien 
Ruth Quigley 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 
Charles P. Russell 
Mr. William R. Stensrud & Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
James & Beth Wintersteen 
Anonymous (3) 
 
G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 
Eleonore Aslanian, 

in memory of Edward Aslanian 
Mr. Brian G. Atwood & Ms. Lynne H. Edminster 
Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 
Brigid S. Barton 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Betty & Fred Bialek 
Dawn Yates Black 
Athena & Timothy Blackburn 
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens* 
Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 
Romana D. Bracco 
Eva K. Breyer 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Ms. Jacqueline Evans 
Ms. Margarita Gandia & Ms. Diana Campoamor 
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves 
Anne Gray 
Mrs. Clelia M. Gray 
Michael A. Harrison & Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David Hartley 

James A. Heagy,  
in memory of Jayne Heagy 

Mary & Craig Henderson 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Thomas E. Horn 
Marie & Palmer* Hotz 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
Jack Klingelhofer 
Laurie Kottmeyer & Bianca Duarte 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Ms. Noelle M. Leca &  

Mr. Michael D. Moradzadeh 
Bernice Lindstrom, 

 in memory of John W. Lindstrom 
George & Patricia Locke 
Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr. 
Yasmin & Oren Lukatz 
Jennifer Coslett MacCready 
Susan & Philip Marineau 
Nion McEvoy & Leslie Berriman 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Sara & Bill Morgan 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
Paul Nordine 
Sally & Craig Nordlund 
Julian & Willie Sue Orr 
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & Dr. Gerhard H. Parker 
Harold* & Gertrud Parker 
Norman & Janet Pease 
Anne B. Popkin 
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Linnea & George Roberts 
The Theodore Rosenberg  

Charitable Foundation,  
in honor of Rose O’Shaughnessy 

Chandra & Michael Rudd 
Sakana Foundation 
Drs. Martin E. & Corazon D. Sanders 
Felipe R. Santiago & Barry T. Joseph 
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald 
Abraham & Marian Sofaer 
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Swartz 
Ann Classen Treadwell 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Sharon & Clark Winslow 
Sheila Wishek 
Judith B. Workman 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian James 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Anonymous (4) 

* deceased

San Francisco Opera extends its deepest appreciation to the many individuals whose generous support keeps the 
powerfully thrilling and transformative experience of great opera alive in the Bay Area. Each year, support from 
individuals—including Company Sponsors, Producers Circle, Leadership Circle, Medallion Society and 
Members—accounts for 80% of the contributed revenue that sustains the Company’s activities. 
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S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$15,000–$24,999 
Linda & Andrew Ach 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Frederick & Kathryn Baron 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Berkowitz 
Dr.* & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
Jared & Claire Bobrow 
Dr. Sean P. Bohen & Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 
Michael & Marilyn Cabak 
Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Maureen Clarke 
Marion M. Cope 
Michèle Beigel Corash & Laurence Corash 
George & Susan Crow 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Timothy D. Dattels & Kristine M. Johnson 
Ms. Christina & Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin Warren 
Reid & Peggy Dennis 
Donald & Janice Elliott 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
Mr. Paul Gantz 
Glasser Family Fund 
Hon. Barry Goode & Dr. Erica Goode* 
Mr. & Mrs. Warner Henry 
Peggy Hill 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Mr. Ron Holloway & Mr. Doug Hammerich 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Ms. Mary Kay Kane 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Thomas D. King 
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon 
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Ed Koester 
Dr. Timothy J. Marten, M.D. & Ms. Mary C. Heylin 
Patrick McCabe 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Bill Medigovich 
Maya D. Meux, MD 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
Howard & Cathy Moreland 
Alice Ames Morison & Dr. Oakley Hewitt 
Steven Ng & Mark Posner 
Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr. & Diana V. Rogers 
Marie Kendrick Otto Foundation 
Suzanne & Robert Redfern-West 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Louise & Paul Renne 
James & Sheryl Reuben 
Mrs. William C. Robison 
Deborah Romer & William Tucker 

Elizabeth Boardman Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Michael Sack 
Paul Sack & Shirley Davis 
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 
Maureen Sullivan 
Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler 
Mr. & Mrs.* Joseph O. Tobin II 
Diane & Howard Zack 
Lida & Alejandro Zaffaroni 
Ward & Diane Zumsteg 
Anonymous (2) 
 

I N T E R M E Z ZO  
$10,000–$14,999 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory J. Allison 
Mr. Paul B. Althouse 
Sig Anderman 
James & Cheryl Babcock 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Frank S. Bayley 
Ruth & Frank Belvin 
Jennifer M. Bienaime 
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 
Mrs. Barbara Bloom 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Theodore Brown 
Carol Franc Buck 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Mrs. John C. Callan 
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey 
Ms. Carolyn Chandler 
Dr. J. Samuel Chase 
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 
Janet & Lloyd* Cluff 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Chris & Julie Corley 
James Cross & Charles Antonen 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Mrs. Denise Cutler 
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 
John* & Bonnie Demergasso 
Marvin Dennis* 
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli  
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek 
Admiral James O. Ellis, Jr. &  

Dr. Elisabeth Paté-Cornell 
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman 
Doris Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Flack 
Dr. Julita Fong 
Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler 
Mr. Michael M. Garland & Ms. Virginia A. Coe 
Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  

Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D. 
Candace & Vincent Gaudiani 
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht & Francisco Guevara 
Arlene & Doug Giancoli 
Mrs. Rolf Gille,  

in memory of Rolf Gille 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Bernice E. Greene 
Drs. Christine Guthrie & John Abelson 
Mrs. Peter E. Haas 
Bro Halff 
Lyndsey Harrison 
Mr. Richard B. Hechler & Ms. Malin Giddings 
Dr. M. Henry Heines & Ms. Katherine Fines 
Martha & Michael Helms 
Austin & Sara Hills 

Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho 
Linda Joyce Hodge 
Ked & Cecilia Hogan 
Emily Hsi 
Vincent & Christina Hu 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Arlene Inch 
Patricia & Philip Jelley 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English 
Mr. Paul Kaplan & Ms. Susan Kaplan-Simon 
Fred Karren 
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 
Barbara & Ron Kaufman 
Ed & Peggy Kavounas 
Victoria Kirby 
Mr. Sven E. Kjaersgaard 
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Klaproth 
Robert & Linda Klett 
Bill & Jeanne Landreth 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. & Mrs. William Larkin 
Mr. John E. Lee 
Mary Lemmon 
Ms. Miranda Leonard 
Allan Lerch,  

in memory of his wife, Anne 
Mark & Debra Leslie 
Harry S. & Eileen Lewis 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. & Dr. Darryl L. Raszl 
David & Lillian Lieberman 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Drs. May Loo & William Thurston 
Mr. Neil MacPhail 
Arlee & Paul* Maier 
Charlot* & Gregory Malin 
Mr. Charles D. Mann 
Lori & David Marquardt 
Al Medvitz & Jean McCormack 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Ann-Marie Mix 
Rene & Don Morgan 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Steve & Betsy Moulds 
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering 
Mr. Manfred Mundelius 
Dr. Lois Levine Mundie 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
John O. Nigh 
Judy O’Young, M.D. & Gregg Hauser 
Mr. David Oldroyd 
Ms. Deepa Pakianathan &  

Mr. Philip Pemberton 
Marianne H. Peterson 
Maria Pitcairn 
Bill & Mary Poland 
David & Joy Powell 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Peggy & Peter Preuss 
Mr. Gordon Radley 
Linda J. Reiff 
Angèle & Michael Rice 
Barbara Roach 
Barbara J. Ross 
Mrs. Afie Royo 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Anthony & Shipley Salewski 
Dr. Stephen Sherwin & Merrill Randol Sherwin 
Ms. Ruth A. Short 
Dr. Bruce L. Smith, Ph.D. & Ms. Nadine M. Tang 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Stark 
Ms. Zornitza Stefanova & Mr. Payam Mirrashidi 
Jeffrey L. Stern, M.D. 
Patricia Stich 
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 
Dr. & Mrs. W.C. Sweeting, Jr. 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 
TL Trust 
Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD 
Ms. Lisa Tough 

Barbara L. Traisman 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Urbanek Family Foundation 
Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan 
William & Mikiko Walker 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Arlene Wasserman 
Lucie & Jerry Weissman 
Linda A. Whittaker 
The Brayton Wilbur Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong 
Mrs. Edna Yanofsky,  

in memory of Dr. Charles Yanofsky 
Tatyana & Lev Yurovsky 
Kenneth & Anna Zankel, The Grove 
Peter & Donna Zuber 
Zuni Café 
Anonymous (11) 
 

B R O N Z E  C I R C L E  
$7,500–$9,999 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 
Robert V. Brody & Andrea Jacoby 
Mr. Donald D. Campbell & Ms. Sue Bennett 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Duluk 
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 
Mr. John Gray 
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 
Judith & Patrick Hobin 
Terrance Hodel 
Dr. H. Nona Hungate 
Judith Hunt 
Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 
Mr. Jeffrey Jordan 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott D. Sagan 
Kurt Latta 
Nathaniel M. Lopez 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
James & Deborah Lyerla 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Marco Magarelli &  

Geraldine Martinez-Magarelli 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA & Joe Losch 
Phyllis Moldaw 
Mr. Karl Nygren 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
Vandana & Arvind Sharma 
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Smoller 
Mr. Donald Sobelman &  

Ms. Leishia Woolwine 
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein  

Duty and Devotion Memorial Fund 
Ms. Gloria Valair 
Dr. Catharine van Ingen & Dr. W. J. Wisniewski 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous (3) 
 

B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 
Kendall & Claire Allphin 
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Anderson 
Ms. Anna Antoniucci 
Ms. Christine Augustin 
Constance Goodyear Baron &  

Barry C. Baron, M.D. 
William J. Bennington 
Brad & Susie Berenson 
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey 
Scott J. Bever 
Ms. Marcia Bieber 
Barbara Bishop, M.D. & Mr. Michael Saroyan 
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring 
Gary Bottone 

* deceased

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

M E DA L L I O N  S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  

J. Boyce Nute,  
2018–Present 

Kristina Flanagan,  
2013–2018 

Cathy MacNaughton,  
2008–2013 

Mrs. Harry Wetzel*,  
1995–2003 

Diane B. Wilsey,  
1988–1994  

Harriet Meyer Quarré*,  
Founding President, 1983–1987 
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased

Elizabeth Bowman 
Mr. Jim Bowsher 
Judy Brady & Drew W. Browning 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Joseph & Linda Bronson 
Jeanne & William Cahill 
John & Patricia Cahill 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Dr. James M. Campbell 
Dr. Heidi H. Cary 
Solomon Cera 
Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun 
Rudy Ciuca & Joseph Lawrence 
Mrs. Hazel Clegg 
Vicki L. Coe M.D. & Jennifer Mitchell 
Mr. Robert D. Cooter 
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz 
Alice Corning 
Dr. Michael Craig Cox 
Dr.* & Mrs. Alexander Cross 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley* 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Mr. Michael H. Fahey 
Mr. Steve N. Fecher 
Ms. Susan Feichtmeir,  

In memory of Rachael Balyeat 
Alexander L. Fetter & Lynn B. Bunim 
Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 
Dr. Harvey & Deborah Fishman 
Jacques Fortier 
Barbara B. Friede 
Elise & Tully Friedman 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & Ms. Monica Lopez 
Dorothy Gietzen 
Mr. Stephen P. Gill & Mrs. Margaret Gill 
Sallie Griffith 
Simone Haas & Scott Zumsteg 
Kathleen A. Hart 
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 
Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier 
Susan K. Hoerger 
Al Hoffman & David Shepherd 
Mr. Larry Horton 
Charles & Brandi Hudson 
Kimberly M. Hughes 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mrs. Andrew Imbrie 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Alfred & Sally Jones 
Barbara E. Jones,  

in memory of William E. Jones 
Mr. David A. Kadish 
Ms. Kathryn Kersey 
Mehrzad Khajenoori 
Richard A. La Cava, Esq. &  

Tomas van der Haase 
Regina Lackner 
Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann 
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 
Mrs. Constance Marvin 
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 
Ms. Linda M. McKay 
James R. Meehan 
Carleton E. Meyer & Joan Tom 
Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer 
Mr. James C. Moora 
Thomas & Lydia Moran 
Janet Morris & Frederick Martin 
William O. & Susan W. Morris 
Margaret & Frank Morrow 
James & Katherine Moule 
Ruth & James Murad 
Kate Murashige & Chris Zones 
Mr. Peter Johnson Musto 
Janet Napolitano 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 

Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 
Helen W. O’Hanlon 
Dennis Otto & Robert Meadows 
Berniece & Pat Patterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson 
Bernadino J. Pistillo, Jr. 
Patricia Rees-Miller 
Orli & Zack Rinat 
Mr. Arthur S. Roosa & Ms. Keiko Kiyuna 
Mr. Charles W. Roth 
Mr. Paul L. Rowe & Mr. R. Michael Sereno 
Richard E. Rowland 
Mr. M. Duane Rutledge 
Steve & Sally Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sebastian 
Joan & Lynn Seppala 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Shapiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp 
Steven E. Shladover 
Evangelos & Kathleen Simoudis 
Mrs. Linda Snyder 
Ms. M. Melanie Searle & Mr. Robert F. St. John 
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald D. Steer 
Michael & Susanna Steinberg 
Melchior Thompson &  

Nell Lee Stinson-Thompson 
Samuel Test 
William Laney Thornton & Pasha Dritt Thornton 
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 
Ms. Heidi Ulrich 
Leslie & Judy Vadasz 
Ms. Elizabeth Vobach 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Bob & Gail Walker 
Rosalie V. Weaver 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Mr. Richard P. West 
Matthew Williams & Amanda Maystead 
Florette Yen 
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund 
Anonymous (5) 
 

PA RT N E R  
$4,000–$4,999 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Atwater 
Victoria Barkan 
David Bertoni 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bliss 
Linda Blondis 
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Dr. Maurizio Bonacini 
Karen Burtness Prak & Jan Willem Prak 
Dr. Richard L. Caplin 
Park & Joan Chamberlain 
Hilary & Richard Clark 
Emmy & Donald* Clausing 
Annelle Clute 
Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
Jan & Jeannie de Vries 
Ms. Victoria Donald 
Peter G. Drewliner 
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn 
Susan & Bruce Dzieza 
Ms. Nancy J. English 
Janice & Jack Eskridge 
Dorothy Finger 
Jessena Finn 
David & Sheridan Foster 
Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 
Diane Green 
Ms. Violet Grgich & Mr. Colin Shipman 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gunning 
Mr. Richard L. Hay 
Riki & Robert Intner 
James Earl Jewell 
Suzan Kaufmann 

Mrs. Louis Kelso 
Jill Doré Kent 
Joan Kwansa 
Ms. Barbara Laferriere 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Charles & Nancy Mack 
Mrs. Alexandra Marston & Mr. Michael Marston 
Marcia & Bill* McConnell 
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Dr. Mary McNabb & Daniel McNabb 
Julian T.* & Robin M.W. Parer 
Thomas & Sheryl Paukert 
Mr. Les Quock 
Varda Rabin 
David Richardson & Eliza Linley 
Fran Rominger 
Mr. John N. Rooney 
Dorothy Schimke & Cliff Jarrard 
William & Judith Shilstone 
The Honorable & Mrs. George P. Shultz 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 
Mr. Richard D. Tuck & Mr. Neale A. Grasham 
Rosemarie Wagner 
Carol A. Weitz 
Ronald B. Wilkerson 
William Wisniewski & Catharine van Ingen 
Dr. Sherry Wren 
Ms. Colleen Yeates Marsh 
Frank Zepeda 
Anonymous (4) 
 

FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$3,999 
Dr. Valerie Abad & Mehdi Ghadiani 
Mrs. Lloyd Ackerman 
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & Dr. Mary Page Hufty 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Allen 
Mr. Benjamin C. Anderson Ph.D. 
Robert C. Anderson 
Arlene Anthony 
Ms. Maloos S. Anvarian & Mr. Franklin R. Jackson 
Greer & Veronica Arthur 
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Mr. Richard Axelrod 
Mrs. Margot Shinnamon Bach 
Zachary Baker 
Eugene & Kathleen Bales 
Ms. Virginia Bamford 
Mrs. Linda Barrett 
Kimiko & Ivan Barta 
Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio 
Mrs. Mary Baxter 
Mr. Scott Bays 
Robert H. Beadle 
Mr. Stephen Beitzel & Ms. Lise Quintana 
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 
Dr. Daniel Benson 
Paul & Mildred Berg 
Roy C. Bergstrom 
Mr. Josef Betz 
Vinny & Shalini Bhutani 
Paul & Kathy Bissinger 
Harold Blajwas & Alisa S. Burgess 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Mr. Noel T. Blos 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Ms. Jennifer Braun & Mr. Raymond Ryan 
Mrs. Karen Broido 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Timothy & Margaret Brown 
Don Buhman & Wray Humphrey 
William & Nancy Burnett 
Charles R. Bush & Calvin Lau 

Dr. Robert Paul Cabaj 
Clark & Elizabeth Callander 
Cathleen Cameron 
Betty J. Carmack 
Janet Carpenter 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter 
Charles & Deryl Castellano 
Oscar Celli & Roger Busse 
Ben Chai & Bob Nelson 
Mr. Mark R. Chaitkin & Ms. P. C. Storr 
Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause 
Thomas & Virginia Chen 
Carol T. Christ 
Richard & Susan Christie 
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 
Jerry & Linda* Cimmet 
Ms. Carlyn Clause & Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 
George & Laura Cline 
Patricia T. Coffin 
Katie Colendich 
Arthur D. Colman, M.D. & Pilar Montero, Ph.D 
Charles Connor, M.D. 
Mrs. Moira Conzelman 
Michael & Jean Couch 
Dr. Joan Claire Cucek 
Mary A. Culp 
Dr. James Cuthbertson 
Mr. Fred J. Dal Broi 
Dandelion, in honor of Pamela Rosenberg 
Ms. Julie K. Daniels 
Dr. Stephen J. Danko 
Ms. Lisa Danzig 
Mrs. Arthur Dauer 
Jim & Marge Dean 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Jan Deming & Jeff Goodby 
Mrs. Pam DeWeerd 
Mr. J. P. Richards Dillingham 
Mag Dimond 
Marion Dodd 
Mr. Keith E. Doerge 
Ms. Eileen M. Dong 
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli 
Mr. Gregory J. Kelly & Dr. Kathy E. Down 
Katherine Herrick Drake 
Mr. Paul S. Duffey 
Jeffrey Dunn & Carolyn Bruguera 
Claudette Duran 
Jeff & Medina Earl 
Helene & Lawrence Edelman 
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 
Joseph Ehrman III 
Dr. Mary Eichbauer & Dr. Greg Gartrell 
Ms. Barbara J. Eisenhauer 
Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 
Ed & Barbara Eschbach 
Mrs. Caroline Eshleman 
Gregory & Anne M. Evans 
Pauline Eveillard & Doug Gould 
Patricia & Richard Farnsworth 
Concepción S. & Irwin Federman 
Drs. Bette & James Felton 
First Street Leather of Solvang,  

California and Mammoth Lakes 
Daniel & Carla Flamm 
Kristina Flanagan 
Mr. & Mrs.* Thomas L. Frankel 
Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 
Joyce Bleadon Friedman 
Karen L. Gabrielson 
Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad 
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 
Marlena & Julia Gee 
Mr. Rich Gerhardt 
Brendan Glackin & Emily Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Gleason 
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston 
Dr. Kathleen Grant & Dr. Thomas Jackson 
Mr. Frederick Grauer 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
Andy* & Eva Grove 
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased

Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 
Johnnie Johnson Hafernik & John Hafernik 
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 
Ms. Bronwyn H. Hall 
Sandra Handler 
Charles F. Hanes 
Dr. John R. Heckenlively 
Fred & Peggy Heiman 
Peggy Heineman 
Alfred & Ruth Heller 
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai 
Zheyla M. Henriksen 
Mr. Robert Hero 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hodges 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Holden 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Ms. Antonia Patricia Hotung 
Carol L. & David G. Hough 
Ms. Gladys K. Howard 
Joanne Howard 
Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard 
Timothy G. & Cara R. Hoxie 
Dr. & Mrs. David Huchital 
Bradford L. Humphrey 
Nancy A. Hutcheon 
Edward & Patricia Hymson 
David K. & Kay Duke Ingalls 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Robin & Virginia Jaquith 
William & Leticia Jarvis 
Rosemary Joyce & Russell Sheptak 
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor  
Dr. Avi Katz & Dr. Raluca Dinu 
Robert S. Keagy 
Daniel Kelley 
Sheila Doyle Kiernan 
Nelda Kilguss 
Dick & Marianne Kipper 
Mrs. Claudia Bray Kitka 
Mr. Edson Kong 
Maj. Floyd R. Krey 
Bettine Kuh 
Elinor Lacy 
Lane Fertility Institute 
Ms. Marcia Lazer 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lenahan 
Brahm & Deborah Levin 
Meagan S. Levitan 
Norman & Helen Ann Licht 
Raymond Lifchez 
Barry & Marie Lipman 
Mr. Wen-Pen Liu 
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung 
Kate Lord 
Thomas & Kathryn* Loughran 

Claude L. Lowen 
Ophelia A. Lum You 
Ms. Jennifer Lynch & Mr. Justin Schuster 
Gus Manning & Rena Kirkpatrick 
Richard A. Marciano & Teresa Middleton 
John Marcom & Arif Hasyim 
Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 
Dr. Pamela Marron 
Henry Massey & Amie Chang 
Robin & Karl May 
Mr. Frank T. Maynard 
Eileen McCauley 
Drs. Jack M. McElroy & Mary Ann Skidmore 
Dr. Patricia McEveney 
Caryl McIvor 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas O. McLaughlin 
Ms. Sharon McNalley 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
Robert Meister 
Dr. Beryl & Mrs. Renee Mell 
Mr. David Mellor 
Edith P. Mendez 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Merritt 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Judith & Irwin Miller 
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 
Mr. D. G. Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker 
Thomas & Cassandra Moore 
Lawrence J. Morgan 
Camille Morishige 
Thomas* & Anne Morton 
Berit & Robert Muh 
Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 
Joseph C. Najpaver & Deana Logan 
Donna Hall Neff 
Jim Newman & Jane Ivory 
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller 
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 
Mary L. Nilan 
Matthew & Nancy Noel 
Marilyn Oronzi 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Ms. Catherine A. Owen 
Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Ward Paine 
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Maxwell G. Paley & Gregory J. Corrales 
Dean & Kim Pananides 
Ms. Nicki Parisi 
Dr. Richard & Jean Park 
Mrs. Barbara Paschke 
Skip Paul 
Ms. Cori Dollette Peele 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
Peter & Patricia Peterson 

Ms. Nancy Pfund & Phil Polakoff, M.D. 
Ralph & Jane Pica 
Dr. Judith Pickersgill 
Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 
Genevieve Plusa 
Kyle Polite & Rob Snow 
Ritchie & Melissa Post 
Susan K. Prather 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Margaret & Vic Quattrin 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Ratner 
Charles & Patricia Raven 
Shirley & Robert Raymer 
Ms. Danielle Rebischung 
Dr. Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Audrey & Paul L. Richards 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 
Martin & Edis Robinson 
Ronald Rogness 
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 
Yvette & Philip Rosedale 
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 
Messrs. Richard R. Rossi &  

Kimberly Mark Webb 
Mrs. Joan Rost 
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 
Stephen & Marcia Ruben 
Mr. John E. Ruden 
Francis & Andrea Rush 
Todd & Sandra Sachs 
Louise Adler Sampson 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Marlys & Joseph Saveri 
Mr. David Sawle 
Ms. Janine Scancarelli &  

Mr. Christopher McMahon 
George Scangos & Leslie Wilson 
Ms. Beth Scanlan 
Betty J. Schreiner, M.D. 
Ms. Barbara J. Schrock 
Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder 
Ms. Andrea Schultz 
John R. Schwabacher Family 
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 
Kate and Matthew Shilvock 
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa 
Neal H. Shorstein, MD 
Barbara Silverberg 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg 
Judith & Walter Sleeth 
David & Barbara Sloss 
Mr. Mark Small 
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 

Frederic H. Smith 
Mr. Jordan H. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
James K. Sokol 
Sonia Soo & Alan Seem 
Gideon* & Cheryl Sorokin 
Robert L. Speer & John Wong 
Joelle Steefel 
Mrs. Ann Marie Steig 
Mary Jean Stempien & James Stricker 
Ms. Barbara Stewart 
Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 
Ms. Theresa Sweeney 
Ms. Susan Sweet 
Sharon & John Tastor 
Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 
Nancy Terry 
Ms. Joan Thoma 
Judy & Harold Ticktin 
Dean & Jeanice Tipps 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Norman & Carol Traeger 
Sharon Tsao 
Gisela & Peter Turner 
Moya & Alyosha Verzhbinsky 
Mary & Terry Vogt 
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel 
Arthur & Susan Walenta 
Ms. Adrian Walker 
Ms. Ann Y. Walker & Mr. David M. Jones 
Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin 
Alice & C.C.* Wang 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Watt 
Ron & Anne White 
Ms. Faye C. Wilson 
Vivian W. Wing, M.D. &  

Elizabeth Grace Wickersham 
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 
Josiah & Michelle Wolcott 
Ms. Eileen C. Wong 
Ms. Shirley Woo 
Dan Woods 
Margaret VB Wurtele 
Russell & Marilyn Wylie 
Dennis & Lena Yang 
Lowell S. Young & Celeste Young 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini 
Pierluigi Zappacosta & Enrica D’Ettorre 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles 
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation 
Anne Zucchi 
Dr. Richard A. Zuniga & Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 
Anonymous (9) 
 
 

BECOME A MONTHLY GIVER 

Opera enriches lives all year round—not just when it’s on stage. As a 
monthly giver you can provide meaningful, ongoing support in an 
easy and affordable way.  

Your selected contribution amount will be automatically charged to 
your credit or debit card each month for as long as you wish to 
participate. Best of all, you’ll receive membership benefits at a level 
equal to 12 months of recurring gifts, starting the day you sign up. 

To join our monthly giving program visit sfopera.com/monthlygiving 
or call (415) 565-3212. 

CORY WEAVER
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* deceased

P R I N C I PA L PAT R O N  
$2,000–$2,999 
Norm Abramson & David Beery* 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Arnold 
Ms. Beverly R. Benson 
John & Diane Benson 
Stuart & Helen Bessler 
Ms. Debbie Booth 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Brady 
Ms. Kathleen Braunstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Breitbart 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Ms. Brenda Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Andrzej & Nancy Brzeski 
Mr. Audrius Budrys 
Clark & Elizabeth Callander 
Mrs. Ronald E. Cape 
Mr. Robert Clark 
Richard & Sylvia Condon 
Dr. Nancy Davidson & Mr. Steen Pedersen 
Ronald Denchfield & Patricia Molvar 
Mary Lou Dorking 
John & Roberta Eidson 
Kathryn Carole Ellison 
Phyllis M. Faber 
Firestone Family Foundation 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Richard L. Frank Trust 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
David & Betsy Fryberger 
Janet Gallin & Sissel Ramirez 
John & Paula Gambs 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman 
Philip Goward 
Ms. Maud Hallin 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hiramoto-Hess 
Dr. Lucie Hirmina 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Hing On Hsu 
Glen Jarvis 
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 
Mr. Clovis Darryl Jones 
Paul S. Jones 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
Mr. Thomas L. Kardos 
Ms. Elizabeth D. Kelker 
Ms. Claudia Kennedy 
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Michael Lamm 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Lazarus 
Peter Lee 
Mr. Kenneth Leitch 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ludgus 
Mr. John E. Major 
Joan Mansour 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Martin 
Robert McDowell 
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Melchior 
Denis Moore & Paul Garza 
Ms. Kathleen E. Mulaney 
Mrs. Jane G. Petersen 
Clifford Popejoy 
Felice S. Price 
Mr. Gregory Price 
Ms. Norma Quan 
Mr. & Mrs. Arvo Rehemets 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Dr. Andrew & Erica Rosenblatt 
Richard W. Ross 
Randy Schekman & Patty Coffin 
Mr. Daniel Schoerner and Ms. Donna Pitteri 
Laura & Carlton Seaver 
Dr. Carolyn M. Senger 
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer 
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Kagari Smith 
Dr. Steven Sorenson 

Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
Matt & Tami Stolte 
David & Jane Stringer 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
Ms. Jennifer Taylor 
Mary Van Voorhees 
Ms. Nora E. Wagner 
Helena Troy Wasp 
Mr. Frederick T. Williams 
Ann L. Williamson 
Mr. Mason Willrich 
Ms. Merilyn Wong 
Dr. Sondra Zentner & Ms. Sophie Neubert 
George Zimmerman 
William Robertson & Ieva Zvargulis 
Anonymous (6) 
 

S U S TA I N I N G  PAT R O N  
$1,000–$1,999 
Jane & Christopher Adams 
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock 
Amir V. Adibi & Shannon R. Clawson 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Scott R. & Catherine Q. Alexander 
Mr. Ignacio M. Aliagas 
Dolores M. Allen 
Dr. Maria D. Allo 
Mrs. Linda Anderson 
Paul W. Anderson 
Dr.* & Mrs. Theodore W. Anderson 
Margaret Ann Augustine 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Dr. Barbara Baker 
Ms. Virginia Bale 
Frances Balfour 
Dr. Flora Banuett 
David N. Barnard 
Ms. Joanne Barnes 
Melanie & Stephen Baron 
Ashley Barrington-Mace & Kelly Wagner 
Albert Bartridge 
Paul & Linda Baumann 
Ms. Elizabeth Beitzel 
Keith Bentley 
Richard & Maureen Bergson 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Lem 
Ms. Linda Billings 
Mr. Nicholas Bloisa 
Ms. Susan Blomberg 
Janet Nye Blomquist 
Mr. Wolfgang Bluhm 
Ms. Linda S. Blum 
Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes &  

Mr. Harold O. Hughes 
Dr. Morris Bol & Mr. Lewis A. Crickard 
Mr. Jonathan Bonato 
Ms. Jennifer Bonilla 
Ms. Patricia Jones Boone 
Kenneth Borelli 
Ms. Moura Borisova 
Ben & Noël Bouck 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Ms. Joan K. Boyd 
Mr. Lawrence Brackett 
Stevan D. Bradley 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Ms. Hillary Braun 
Ms. Lucille Breslow 
Ms. Wendy Breuer & Mr. Charles Crane 
Mr. Richard Brinker 
Mr. Michael Broach 
Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
Kay Miller Browne 
Wendy Buchen 
Mr. Audley Burford 
Barbra & Eric Burman 
Mr. Gerald Cahill & Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cameron 
Mrs. Maria Canizales 
Ms. Frances Carlson 

Peter & Jane Carpenter 
Bruce & Mary Alice Carswell 
Mr. Steven Cassinelli 
Dr. Karen Castle 
Mr. Eugene B. Ceccotti 
Dr. Michael Charney 
Mr. Man Wah Cheng 
Mr. Paul Cheng 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Mr. Alexandre Chorin 
Ms. Patricia Christensen 
Ms. Ann D. Claesgens 
Rev. David L. Clarke 
Mr. Paul C. Clifford 
Dr. Cara Coburn 
Mrs. Ralph L. Coffman 
Ms. Emily G. Cole 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier & Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Mr. David Combies 
Carol & Lewis Connolly 
Ms. Aileen Cooke 
Clyde & Ann Coombs 
Ms. Marilyn Cooper 
Lauri Corrigan 
Carol Gray Costigan 
Carmen Côté-De Vaughn* 
Hugh J. Coughlin 
Mrs. James E. Court 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Mr. John C. Cromack 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Ms. Anne Curran 
Mr. & Mrs. James Daley 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Mr. Max Daneri 
Mr. Christopher Davies 
Mr. Craig Davis 
Mr. William P. Davis 
Mr. John G. Day 
Miss Judith Deniz 
Ulric & Glenda Dennis 
Carol & Joseph DePond 
Ms. Marta De Pierris 
Thomas P. & Veronica C. Devitt 
Nina Dickerson 
Sue & John Diekman 
Mr. Stanley J. Dirks 
Dave & Helen Dix 
Ms. Maureen Dobiesz 
Mr. John D. Drago 
William H. Draper III 
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D. 
Edma Dumanian 
Fynnette Eaton & James Miller 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Kathryn Carole Ellison 
Dr. Cornelis Elmes 
Shaari Ergas 
Mrs. Joyce Mishel Ettinger 
Mr. & Ms. Al Falchi 
Ms. Phoebe Farnam 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Mr. Robert M. Ferencz 
Mr. Jeffrey Fine 
Leah Fine 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Mr. Jeffrey R. Fox 
Mr. Zephyr Frank 
Jim & Karen Frassetto 
Mr. Ian Friedland 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 
James H. & Alison M. Fritzsche 
Miss Judy N. Fu 
Mrs. Mary Gallo 
Mr. Paul Gardner 
Ms. Judith E. Garvens 
Max Gasner 
Mr. Leo & Mrs. Jane Gaspardone 
Margaret M. Gates 
Mr. Sam Genirberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman 
Kathryn A. & Kevin Gorges 
Ms. Patricia Gotchall & Ms. Jean Meeks 
Ms. Barbara Goza 
Mr. James Grant 
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson 
Patricia L. Griffin 
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Patricia C. Gumbel 
M. M. Hadcock, M.D. 
Mr. Nathan Haese 
Ms. Holly Haight 
Mr. Jeff Han 
Dr. S. Hand 
Ms. Margaret Handelman 
Mr. Joseph Hansen & Mr. Richard R. Cicinelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Hanson 
Mr. Roy Dean Hardy 
Betty-Lou Harmon 
Ms. Anette L. Harris 
Diana Harris 
Jon & Connie Hartung 
Julia & Gordon Held 
Alan & Joan Henricks 
Ms. Diane Henry 
Lynn & Robert Hetland 
Walter & Esther Hewlett 
Terence Hird 
Fred & Sandra Hirschfield 
Ms. Margaret Ho 
Mr. Melvin S. Hodges 
Kurt & Melanie Hoefer 
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman 
Diane & Richard Hohl 
Mr. Atticus Honore 
Dr. Richard T. Hoppe 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Mr. Robert Hultman 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Imatani 
Alex Ingersoll & Martin Tannenbaum 
Mr. Stephen Iremonger 
Ms. Laura Jacobson & Mr. John Denton 
Dr. Michael A. Jaffe M.D. 
Mrs. Jo Jagoda 
Mr. Alexander Jakle 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Jarman, Jr. 
Jeraldine S. Johnson 
Harvey L. Jones 
Andrea G. Julian 
Mr. & Mrs. George Jurkowich 
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton 
Mr. Loren Kayfetz 
Kathryn Kearney 
John Keeley 
Mr. Christopher Kelly 
Erwin Kelly 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Mr. Chenghung Ker 
Ms. Diane Ketelle 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Kirkham 
Ms. Katharine Kleinke 
Mrs. Chuen Kleiser 
Judith & Harlan Koch 
Jane Koegel 
Mr. Martin Kooi 
Dr. Bob & Christine Kradjian 
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf 
Charles Kredensor & Frederic Saunders 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kuckein 
Kenneth & Monica Kulander 
Joan Lam 
Andrew Lan 
David Larson 
James P. Laumond, M.D. 
Mrs. Jan V. Lawler 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Lazarus 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Lebedeff 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED
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* deceased

Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Ms. Lucille C. Lee 
Richard & Patricia Taylor Lee 
Mr. Roy Leggitt & Ms. Courtney Clarkson 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Catherine Lehmann 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle Leigh 
Amy & Stan Leopard 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Adrelle K. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis 
James & Michelle Lewis 
Dr. T. Juhani Linna 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lipson 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Ronald & Mary Loar 
Frank & Sally Lopez 
Stanton Lore 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Lovett, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerold Lowenstein 
Frances Lozano 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr. 
Kurtice C. Luther 
Mr. Stuart Mabon 
Hon Mai & Joseph Goodman 
Mr. Laird Malamed 
Mr. Peter Mansfield 
Richard & Patricia Marcogliese 
Roberta A. Marlowe 
Ms. Virginia G. Martin 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Dr. William H. Mason 
Mrs. Charlene Mathias 
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews 
Ms. Katherine McClellan 
John G. McGehee 
Michael & Linda McIlvoy 
Mr. & Mrs. David Meckler 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mei 
Mr. Peter C. Meier 
Jason N. Meiers 
David & Erika Meinhardt 
Craig Melchert 
Ms. Suzanne R. Mellen 
Thomas & Barbara Metcalf 
Dr. Allison Metz 
Carolyn Meyer Ayag 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 
Karnig & Santoukht Silva Mikaelian 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Miller 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Mr. J. Jeffrey Mojcher 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Lisa Moore 
Bill Morgan & Gwen Herrin 
Mr. Robert Mukai 
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz 
Ms. Majbritt Murdock 

Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
John & Diane Musgrave 
Mr. Tom Myers 
Mr. Anthony Nash & Mrs. Dorene Cotter 
Mrs. Terrylin Neale 
Mr. Warwick Neasmith 
Mr. Charles & Dr. Laura Nelson 
Wanda Nervi 
Jonathan & Barbara Newhall 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Mr. Richard Niemi 
Jim & Brenda Nirenstein 
Ms. Kay Noel 
Mr. Terrence M. Nordstrom 
Allen & Gayle Notowitz 
Ms. Annie Nunan 
Dr. Michael O’Connor & Dr. Patricia O’Connor 
Ms. Ellen A. O’Donnell 
Fran & John O’Sullivan 
Nancy Ober Alward & Eugene Alward 
Mrs. Judith Ocken 
George* & Karen Offen 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Stefanie Olivieri 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olness 
Brian Olson 
Karin Orsic & Greg Davis 
Ellice J. Papp 
Ms. Rachel Parker 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Mr. Alec Pedersen 
Dr. Lenore Pereira & Dr. Richard Niles 
Jason Perry & Brian Rusch 
Miss Donna Petersen 
Ms. Susan D. Peterson 
Andrew & Myrto Petreas 
Dr. Lawrence & Elizabeth Petz 
John & Kristina Philpott 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Peter Pierson 
Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schafer 
Mr. Burr Preston 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Dr. David Priest & Rev. Eric Nefstead 
Mr. John Proffitt 
Robert & Consuelo Purvis 
Mr. & Mrs. Sergey Rakitchenkov 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
Ann Ratcliffe 
David & Mary Raub 
Rossannah Reeves 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Mr. Seth Rice 
Julie & Christopher Ridley 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 
Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Marguerite Romanello 
Floyd W. Ross 

Mary Ellen Rossi 
Mr. George E. Rossmann 
Barry Roth 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Nancy J. Russell 
David & Bonnie Sachs 
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Barbara Sahm & Steven Winkel 
Brigitte Sandquist 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher 
Mr. Yuval Scharf 
Dr. Brendan Scherer 
Mr. Frank Schirrmeister 
Philip Schlein 
Mrs. Irmgard Schmid-Maybach 
Rev. Paul J. Schmidt & Rev. Gerard K. Moran 
Mr. Robert P. Schneider 
Phoebe & Christopher Schreiber 
Mr. James Scillian 
Ms. Marilyn Sefchovich 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Ms. Louise Shalit 
Drs. Charles & Andrea Shapiro 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Ms. Marcey Shapiro 
Mr. Andrey Shaw 
Dr. David Shearn 
Mr. Neil Sheffield 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
James R. Shevock 
Elias Shikaloff 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Shoop 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Louis Silcox 
Mr. Scott Silveira 
Dr. Patricia Silver 
Ms. Marjorie Simon 
Mr. Will Simpson 
Mrs. Alice Sklar 
Ms. Michaelene C. Skronski 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Mr. Fred B. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Ms. Joyce T. Smith 
Smith Family 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith 
Judy & Bill Snow 
Richard Sogg 
Mr. Kevin E. Solliday 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Gary J. Sorgen 
Ms. Kim Spitler 
Mr. Fred Spitz 
Leela & Sam Stake 
Ms. Fran Stancavage 
Nick & Jeanne Stathakos 
Harvey Steiman 
Susan K. Stevens, M.D. 

Mr. John Stocker 
Ann Stone 
Mr. Edward Storm 
Ms. Theresa Sweeney 
Valerie E. G. Talmage 
Marvin C Tanigawa 
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder 
Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Mary S. Tilden 
Ms. Martha D. Toppin 
Lynne Toribara & Brian Howard 
Mrs. Anita R. Tortorici 
Gunnel Tottie 
Jeanie Nieri Treichel 
Mr. Joe Tupin 
Mr. Earl Turner 
Cornelis van Aalst 
Mr. Gregory Van Acker 
Mr. Paul E. van Dyk 
Ms. Jessica Vapnek 
Mr. George Varian 
Ms. Belinda C. Vega 
Dr. Conrad Vial & Catalina Zapata-Vial 
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Vilas 
Mr. Grant Vincent 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Ms. Benay W. von Husen 
Mr. Charles Wagner & Mr. Thomas F. Culp 
Susan Walker 
Ms. Emily Wang & Mr. Aaron Hoffer 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Ms. Victoria Weatherford &  

Mr. Jordan Gardner 
Mrs. Carolyn Webber 
Mr. Keith R. Weed 
Ms. Mariquita West 
Karen Wetherell 
Robert Mark Wright 
Mr. Doug Williams &  

Ms. Madelyn Bedig-Williams 
Ms. Erika Williams 
John R. Williams 
Dr. & Mrs. Dale A. Wise 
Mr. Michael S. Wise 
Mr. Brendan Wood 
Mr. Donald R. Worn 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Lenore Wyatt 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh 
Mr. Barry Zacherle 
Ms. Mona Zander 
Vincent & Joyce Zarcone 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Ming Zhao 
Anonymous (26) 
 
 
 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

Individual donors receive unique benefits at each membership level that connect them to Company in a  
multitude of ways, including priority seating, personalized ticket service, behind-the-scenes access and more.  

To learn more about becoming a donor, contact our Development Department at (415) 565-6401. 

Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2018 and July 31, 2019.  
We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name,  

please accept our apology and notify us at (415) 565-6401 so that we may update our records accordingly. 

Devo September 2019 ALT.qxp_Development  8/15/19  8:02 PM  Page 19

encorespotlight.com   65



TRIBUTES

Peter & Noriko Balint 
Ms. Nancy M. Sullivan 
 
Joanne Bourland 
James A. Heagy 
 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Ms. Paula Reynolds 
 
Darin Burnett and  
  the entire Staging Staff 
Frank Zepeda 
 
Dr. Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Nicole McGrouther 

Ms. Beth Clayton 
Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  
  Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D. 
 
Louise Fuller 
Ms. Pamela Appel 
 
Ms. Dana Gordon 
Dr.* & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
 
Ms. Lianna Haroutounian 
Dr. Bob & Christine Kradjian 
 
Karen J. Kubin 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher 
Skip Paul

Priscilla Lore 
Stanton Lore 
 
The Magnificent Orchestra  
  and Chorus 
Anonymous 
 
Mr. Andrew Maguire 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Anonymous 
 
Mr. Richard P. Mills 
Ms. Elisabeth Walton 
 
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
Bill Morgan & Gwen Herrin 
 

Ms. Blanca Ojeda 
Mr. Alfonso Rodriguez 
 
Rufus Olivier 
Anonymous 
 
Thomas & Sheryl Paukert 
Marc & Susie Gordon 
Ken & Leslie Levine 
 
Christian Pursell 
Dr. Sandra Lillie 
 
Patricia Racette 
Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  
  Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D. 

Ms. Sissel Ramirez 
Ms. Janet Gallin 
 
Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp 
Amy & Stan Leopard 
 
Dana Shapiro 
Allan Lerch 
 
Matthew Shilvock 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Mrs. Terrylin Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
 
Mr. Jay Siegel 
Ms. Catherine A. Owen 

I N  H O N O R  O F

San Francisco Opera is grateful to the following donors for their tribute gifts received in the past twelve months.

I N  M E M O RY O F

Mr. Samuel Auron 
Mr. Ari Auron 
 
Madi Bacon 
Scotty Brookie & Andrew Purchin 
 
Mrs. Rachael Balyeat 
Ms. Susan Feichtmeir 
 
Alicia Bentley 
Keith Bentley 
 
Ms. Arlene Bush 
Mrs. Susan Anderson 
 
Ms. Montserrat Caballé 
Alice Ames Morison &  
  Dr. Oakley Hewitt 
 
Mr. George Carter 
Barbara Boyle 
James & Mary Chaffin 
Peggy Hill 
Catherine Kruppa 
 
Dr. Richard Cohen 
Candace Zander Kahn 
 
Mr. Walter Cole 
Dr. Phillip Cole 
 
Ms. Yolanda Cordero 
Mr. Chenghung Ker 
 
Dr. Alexander Cross 
Jennifer M. Bienaime 
Sue & John Diekman 
 
Ms. Dora Dando 
Ms. Jane Johnston 
 
Mr. Bruce Della-Santina 
Ms. Lisa Della-Santina 

Paul Crane Dorfman 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Agnes Chen Brown 
Ms. Kathleen Burke 
Mr. Craig Corbitt &  
  Ms. Nancy Stoltz 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Ms. Stacy Cullison 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Leslie & George Hume 
Jane G. Petersen 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Nita Roethe 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Barbara Moller Ward 
 
Gertrude B. Duncan 
Ed & Erika Rosenberger 
 
Ann W. Eliaser 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Judith & Patrick Hobin 
Carol Potter Peckham 
 
Frances Escobar-Hosoya 
Coffee Service Volunteers 
 
Rolf Gille 
Mrs. Rolf Gille 
 
William W. Godward 
Ms. Christine Augustin 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
Ms. Karen Haines 
Mr. Edwin Huddleson 
Karen J. Kubin 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Ms. Rhoda W. Ramsey 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Barbara Moller Ward 
 
Mrs. Susan K. Gore 
Mr. Gordon Gore 
 
Ms. Dana Harrison 
John & Lois Van Deusen 
 
Jayne Heagy 
James A. Heagy 
Ms. Tamar Sanikidze &  
  Mr. Norman W. Crossley 

J. Scott Hendrickson,  
  Supernumerary 
The Hendrickson Family 
 
Mr. Francis Henkel 
E. Michael & Robin E. Coughlin 
 
Mr. Jay Hinde 
Ms. Paula Lim 
 
Mr. George Hutzler 
Mrs. Andrew Imbrie 
 
Mr. Bruce W. Hyman 
Scott R. & Catherine Q. Alexander 
Paul & Kathy Bissinger 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bransten 
Ms. Sandra Brown 
Carol Franc Buck 
Mr. Donald D. Campbell &  
  Ms. Sue Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Coddington 
Ms. Hilary Colwell 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
Mr. & Ms. Robert Faussner 
Miss Mary Franck 
Ms. Alexis Harrington 
Jane & David Hartley 
David & Nancy Heilbron 
Bob & Linda Holden 
Mrs. Catherine Hughes 
Leslie & George Hume 
Mr. Dane Johnson 
Karen J. Kubin 
Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay MacDermid 
Ms. Susan Milazzo 
Ms. Lisa Mizono 
Thomas* & Anne Morton 
Ms. Ellen A. O’Donnell 
Odd Foggies Book Club 
Marianne H. Peterson 
Mrs. Harrison Robinson 
Louis Silcox 
Mr. Kevin E. Solliday 
Ms. Linda Squires-Grohe 
Ms. Tina Taylor 
Barbara Moller Ward 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Mr. Barry Zoob 

Barbara K. Jackson 
Mrs. Karen Broido 
Ms. Stacy Cullison 
James A. Heagy 
 
Louise Jenkins 
Mr. Philip A. Riedel &  
  Ms. Carolyn D. Bailey 
 
William E. Jones 
Barbara E. Jones 
 
Shirley Kalgaard 
Sharon & Peter Lingane 
 
Mrs. Margaret J. Kaplan 
Mr. Paul Kaplan &  
  Ms. Susan Kaplan-Simon 
 
Fr. John Kindall, S.J. 
Jane Ma 
 
Andrea Manson Krueger 
Ms. Marylouise Serrato 
 
Anne Lerch 
Allan Lerch 
 
Jane Lew 
Ms. Colette A. Verdun 
 
Mr. Peter Magowan 
Caterpillar Inc. 
 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller 
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 
 
Ms. Gloria Mittelstaedt 
Ms. Pia Hinckle 
 
Mildred Newman 
Mrs. Gloria S. Kaplan 
 
George Offen 
Donald & Janice Elliott 
Ms. Edith Gelles 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
 
Mr. David LeRoy Osborne 
Ms. Jane Johnston 

Ms. Rosalind Ow-Wing 
Ms. Sharon Ow-Wing 
 
Donna Purvis 
Franklin & Lilo Battat 
Ms. Diane A. Fitzgerald 
Mr. Arthur Guffanti 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Laurence 
Ms. Joan Loftus 
Ms. Sandra Sawyer 
 
John B. and Zelda M. Quigley  
  and Joan Quigley 
Ruth Quigley 
 
Delwin H. Rimbey 
James K. Sokol 
 
Ms. Nettie Robinson 
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
 
Mr. Randolph Robinson 
Ms. Adora Matthews 
 
Mr. James Ross 
Janet & George Gardiner 
 
Ervin H. Schwarcz 
Barbara Oseroff 
 
Dr. Manuel Stapen 
Anita Stapen & Richard Granberg 
 
Mr. Mark T. Stuart 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
 
Ms. Sara Van Dyke 
Ms. Kathleen A. Esselstyn 
 
Richard A. Ward 
Linda J. Reiff 
 
Dr. Charles Yanofsky 
Mrs. Edna Yanofsky 
 
Mr. Stanley Zuckerman 
Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* deceased
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Applauding passion  
in every performance

Theater is important in the community. It teaches us about diverse people, places, and ideas. 
Bravo to the directors, cast, and crew who show us the world in new ways.

Let’s join together in celebrating the San Francisco Opera. Wells Fargo is proud to be a 
Season Sponsor.

wellsfargo.com
© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-25016

25016

8.625 x 11.125

4c

http://wellsfargo.com


N A M E D  F U N D S  
William Randolph Hearst Young Artists Fund 
Francesca Deering Howe  

Principal Artist Fund 
Caroline H. Hume Music Director Fund 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund 
Pitch & Cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 
Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield 

Fund 
Bernard Osher Endowment Fund 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
Madeleine H. Russell  

Night at the Opera Fund 
Thomas Tilton Production Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for the Opera Center 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for  

the Maintenance of the Opera House 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund for Tickets 
Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$1,000,000 AND ABOVE 
Norby Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong Estate 
Andrew J. Bellotti* 
Mr. & Mrs. William* K. Bowes, Jr. 
Bette Jean Clute Estate 
Columbia Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 
Franklin C. Deters Estate 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson,  

in honor of David Gockley 
Ray* & Dagmar Dolby 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs. James Heagy 
The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Francesca Deering Howe Estate 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
The Hume Family 
Dora Donner Ide Estate 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson  
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust 
Norman T. Larson Estate 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield* 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
Jordan Joseph Popkin Opera Outreach Fund 
In memory of Frank D. Stout 
Lorna Talbot Estate 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate 
Barbara A. Wolfe 
Patricia Yakutis Estate 
Anonymous (2) 

CO M P O S E R S ’ C I R C L E  
$500,000–$999,999 
R. Joseph Berard Estate 
Mai G. Coggin Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Francis Goldsmith Trust 
Richard B. Gump Estate 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate 
Susan & Eric Johnston 
Karen J. Kubin 
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard 
Jefferson Peyser Estate 
K. Hart Smith Estate 
Harry J. Wagner Estate 

 

L I B R E T T I S T S ’ C I R C L E  
$250,000–$499,999 

Carole B. Berg Estate 
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Ms. Ginger Dostrow* 
Phyllis Edwards Estate 
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate 

in memory of Stella & Maurice Eliaser 
Roberta Empey Estate 
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate 
James Irvine Foundation 

in honor of Myron Du Bain 
R. Earl Robinson Fund 
Ruth C. Samson Estate 
Claudia Stoop Estate 
Earl H. Teass Trust 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 

CO N D U CTO R S ’ C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Mr.* & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Chevron USA 

Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate 
in memory of Robert Watt Miller 

Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Leonie Darwin* 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Draper, III 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich Estate 
Robert F. Ewing 
Derek M. Fairman Estate 
Charles D. Field Estate 
R. Gwin Follis Foundation 
William W. Godward 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Holmes Foundation 
Bruce Hyman* & Simone Quarré 
Anne & Timothy Kahn 
Hugh Keenan Estate 
Donald Khulke Trust 
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 
Evelyn Lorenz Estate 
Mary Lorenz 
Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate 
Russell J. Mays 1994 Trust 
Robert McAlpin Moore 
Patrick McCabe 
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Karl & Kristen Mills 
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate 

Barbara V. Morse Estate 
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto 
Ms. Karen Richardson & Mr. Jon Rubinstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Gerald B. Rosenstein* 
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation 
Ruth Sanderson Estate 
Ilse Sauerwald Estate 
James H. Schwabacher Estate 
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate 
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate 
Edward Meade Smith Estate 
Nellie D. Stephens Estate 
Alice Vincilione 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Barbara M. Ward &  

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder* 
Whitney Warren Estate 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
 

D I VAS ’ C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Marguerite Arends Estate 
Gertrude Baker Trust 
Bank of America Foundation 
Katherine R. Blyth Estate 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc. 
Del Monte Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell 
Fireman’s Fund American Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Lawrence Foster Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris 
Marco P. Hellerman Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate 
Hewlett-Packard Foundation 
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate 
Joan J. Jacobs 
Effiellen Jeffries Estate 
G. William Jewell Estate 
Lorraine Jones Estate 
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg 
Edith Koshland Estate 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady Estate 
Sheila & Thomas Larsen 
M.E. Lorenz Estate 
McBean Family Foundation 
Florence N. Mel Estate 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Marie J. Niemann Estate 
The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr. 
Ailsa C. Pender Estate 
Janet L. Pynch Estate 
James D. Robertson 
Earl Robinson Estate 
Mrs. William P. Roth 
Violetta Sharpe Estate 
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 
Syntex Corporation 
Donald & Rachel Valentine 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation 
Harold & Doris Zellerbach 
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate 
Anonymous (1) 

ARTISTS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000–$49,999 
Dr. John Alden Fund 
Carolee Anderson Estate 
Fritzi Benesch* 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust 
George Bowles 
Marion Zimmer Bradley Estate 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate 
Broadway-Hale Stores 
Mrs. Harry F. Camp 
Meyer M. Camp 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Philip Carlson Estate 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Edward P. Eassa Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards 
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate 
David B. Felch Estate 
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate 
Hilda Gard Trust 
Frank Gerbode 
Eleanor Guilford 
Vija Hovgard 
William S. & Vivienne Howe Estate 
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg 
Betty Ford Lingo—The Cerimon Fund 
Edward Maker II Estate 
Thelma Marken* 
Russell J. Matthias Estate 
Diana L. McClure Estate 
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate 
Morris Trust 
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate 
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate 
Pacific Lighting Corporation 
Pacific Telesis 
Christopher Page 1985 Trust 
Deborah Pentz Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri 
Agnes D. Porter Estate 
Retail Dry Goods Association  

of San Francisco 
R.C. Samson Estate 
Casey L. Scott 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson 
Emmett G. Solomon 
Lynda Spence 
Jonas Waxman* 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Zucchi Family Trust 
Anonymous (1) 
 

MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999 
Nerzig Apkarian Estate 
Roy Backus Estate 
Mr. J. P. Barger 
Muriel C. Barnett Estate 
V. Lorel Bergeron Estate 
John L. Blake 
Miss Louise Boyd Estate 
Florence W. Bruce 
Neil Buckley Estate 
Roy Cadenasso Estate 
Robert W. Cahill Estate 
Lillian Miller Carlson Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena Estate 
Francis & Lainee Chen 
David Chierichetti Estate 
Edward J. Clark 

THE ENDOWMENT FUND

* deceased

San Francisco Opera honors those whose endowment contributions since 1972 have helped ensure that our tradition of 
excellence continues in perpetuity. To learn more about endowment opportunities, contact Kyle Polite, Deputy Director 
of Development, at (415) 551-6226 or kpolite@sfopera.com.
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E N D OW M E N T F U N D  CONTINUED

* deceased

B. B. Cohen Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin 
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Helen Dennis Estate 
Di Giorgio Foundation 
Thelma Dry Estate 
DWD Foundation 
Elaine Eklund* 
Richard J. Elkus 
Richard Everett* 
Michael Fagan 
Richard Farley Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field 
Tully M. Friedman 

Robert Gallo 
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman* 
Lewis W. Hale Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills 
Milan Milton Holdorf Estate 
David R. Hyman Estate 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales 
Ruth Kaufman Estate 
Jesse Koshland 
Grover Magnin Estate 
Matson Navigation Company 
Anne E. Matthew* 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller 

Diane L. Morris 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Thelma C. Owen Estate 
Joseph E. Padula Estate 
Marion Stuart Parker Estate 
Kathleen R. Poer Estate 
Ruth Prager Estate 
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate 
Mrs. John P. Renshaw 
Marcia Robinson Estate 
Alfred Sbarboro Estate 
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mary Shoch 
Jack D. Soldate Estate 

Muriel McKevitt Sonné 
Peter S. Talea Estate 
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low 
Henry F. Trione 
Tallant Tubbs Estate 
Constance Tydeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Jonas Waxman Estate 
Marie Welch West Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton 
James Wilson Estate 
Anonymous (1) 

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$100,000 AND ABOVE 
Fitness SF 
KDFC Radio 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Simon-Kucher & Partners 

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 

Asero Insurance Services, Inc. 
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery 
Kate Siegel Fine Events 
Piedmont Piano Company 
PSAV 
United Airlines 
Anonymous (2) 

S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 
Global Gourmet Catering 
The St. Regis San Francisco 
 

B E N E FACTO R   
$5,000–$9,999 
bloomers 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
tinyB chocolate LLC

M E M B E R  
$1,000–$2,999 
Arnold & Porter 
Jamie Nicol Bowles 
 
 
 
Pianos provided by  

Piedmont Piano Company 

Yamaha is the official piano of  
San Francisco Opera

IN-KIND GIFTS

San Francisco Opera extends its deepest appreciation to all donors of  
matching and in-kind annual gifts received between August 1, 2018 and July 31, 2019.

MATCHING GIFTS
Adobe 
American Endowment Foundation 
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc. 
Applied Materials 
Bank of America 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Chevron 
The Clorox Company 

Community Safety Foundation 
ExxonMobil  
Franklin Templeton Investments 
Gap Inc. 
GE  
Google 
GoPro 
IBM  

Johnson & Johnson 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
Levi Strauss & Co. 
Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
NVIDIA 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Salesforce 

Thomson Reuters 
Union Bank 
United Way of the Bay Area 
U.S. Bank 
Zephyr Real Estate 
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C H A I R M A N ’ S  C I R C L E  
$500,000 AND ABOVE 
William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation 
Grants for the Arts 
Koret Foundation 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
 

D I A M O N D  C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Carol Franc Buck Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
OPERA America: Innovation Grants 

 

P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,9999 
Louise M. Davies Foundation 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
 

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,9999 
California Arts Council 
Anonymous 

S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 
Heising-Simons Foundation 
Zellerbach Family Foundation  

B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–9,999 
The Walter S. Johnson Foundation 
The Kingsley Foundation 
 

FO U N D E R  
$1,000–$4,999 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Joyce and William Brantman Foundation 
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund 

FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT GRANTS

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$100,000 AND ABOVE 
Caterpillar Inc. 
San Francisco Opera Guild 
Wells Fargo  

P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,9999 
Chevron 
Kaiser Permanente 
Meyer Sound 
United Airlines

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,9999 
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation 
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. 
Union Bank Foundation 

S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 
Gap Foundation 
Jurika, Mills & Keifer —  

Private Wealth Management 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
Vontobel Swiss Wealth Advisors 

AG Zurich 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

Foundation

B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 
Asset Management Company 
 

M E M B E R  
$1,000–$2,999 
DM Stone Recruitment Solutions 
League of the San Francisco 

Consular Corps 

S E AS O N  S P O N S O R

San Francisco Opera is pleased to recognize the generosity of foundations, government agencies,  
and corporate donors for their support received between August 1, 2018 and July 31, 2019.

CORPORATE COUNCIL

Have an old car taking up space in your driveway? Consider 
donating it to San Francisco Opera! We accept all types of 
vehicles and can pick them up when it’s most convenient for 
you. Your tax-deductible donation will support thrilling 
productions, immersive education programs, free community 
events and more. 
 
Visit sfopera.careasy.org or call  
855-99-OPERA to learn more.

DONATE YOUR CAR!

CORY WEAVER
Daniela Mack in the 2015 production of The Barber of Seville
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BEL CANTO LEGACY SOCIETY

Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Norman Abramson & David Beery* 
Evelyn Acitelli 
Kenneth & Barbara Adams 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Mr. Carlos R. Alas, Jr. & Mr. Philip Beckerman 
Ms. Karin Albright 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Anthony J. Alfidi 
Lt. Col. James M. Alfonte 
Robin Lee Allen 
Paul B. Althouse 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert C. Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong* 
Carol Arnold* 
Elizabeth Lawler Ashley 
Mrs. Jeanine Augst 
Frances Y. Austin* 
Mrs. F. G. Austin 
Elizabeth Avakian 
Margot Shinnamon Bach 
Bobbi & Marty Bach 
M. L. Baird, 

in memory of Travis & Marion Baird 
Martha Baker 
David & Christine Balabanian 
Ms. Rachael Balyeat* 
Deborah Banks & Randy Porter 
Cantor Roslyn Barak 
Josephine Barbano* 
Nancie Barker 
Elizabeth Barlow & Stephen McClellan 
Joyce Barnett* 
Marie L. Bartee 
Beata E. Bartholomay 
Betty Basham 
John* & Mary Ann Basler* 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Clare Louise Bates* 
Ruth Laine Bauer* 
Steve & Ina Bauman 
Robert H. Beadle 
Merle Becker 
Milada Belaya 
Robert Henry Bellamy 
Pascal J. F. Belloncle 
Ruth & Frank Belvin 
Trish Benedict 
Raymond J. Berard*,  

in memory of  
Freda Marie Levesque Berard 

Carole B. Berg* 
V. Lorel Bergeron Trust 
Dawne Bernhardt 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey & Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin* 
Shannyn Bessoni 
Heide Betz 
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder 
Betty Bispo 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Linda Blondis 
Mr. Noel T. Blos 
Claire & Jared Bobrow 

Eileen Bobrow* 
Alison Boeckmann 
Diane Hoar Bond 
Drs. Seymour & Sylvia Boorstein 
Christine M. Boulanger, MD 
Christopher & Renee Bowen 
Jamie Nicol Bowles 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Randall Bowman 
Dr. Lois Brainard* 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Cathryn J. Brash* 
John* & Eva Breyer 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton 
Karen Broido 
Scotty Brookie 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Ms. Agnes Chen Brown 
Mr.* & Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
James Logan Buhler* 
Donald Buhman & C. Wray Humphrey 
Ralph & Clairelee Leiser Bulkley 
James R. Burch 
John D. Burke 
Karen L. Burtness Prak & Jan Willem L. Prak 
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli 
Richard Buth & James Schull 
Mrs. James P. Butler 
Robert* & Joan Cahen 
Jack Calhoun 
Frances Campra 
James Carlson 
Betty J. Carmack 
June B. Carr 
Ronald Casassa* 
Emanuela N. Catena* 
Marilyn A. Cereghino* 
Benedick Chai & Robert Nelson 
Mark R. Chaitkin 
Hella H. Cheitlin 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
David Chierichetti* 
Mrs. Johanna Childhouse 
Gillian Clark 
Harry Gilbert Clarke* 
Maureen Clarke 
Courtney Clarkson 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mariel Claxton 
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner 
Dr. Carolyn J. Cline 
Lloyd* & Janet Cluff 
Bette Jean Clute* 
Roberta Colin 
Marie Collins 
Tony & SueAnn Converse 
Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook 
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope 
Ruth Alberta Copley* 
Dewayne Cornelious 
William B. Cornfield 
Susan Costello 
Jennifer Cowan 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Valerie & Paul* Crane Dorfman 
Doug & Vivian Crisman 

Camille Crittenden 
Carl Croft-Steve Fletcher-Delwin Rimbey* 
Dr.* & Mrs. Alexander Cross 
George & Susan Crow 
John & Lois Crowe 
Vivian Cullen* 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Gerald F. Currier & Cleveland M. Smith 
Douglas P. Cyr 
Friedericka A. Dalbey* 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
David Dall 
Anne Dauer 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Nancy Ann Davis* 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis 
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 
James De Hart* 
Cornelia Y. de Schepper 
J. C. De Tata, M.D.* 
Martha Debs 
Virginia Debs 
Judith Deniz 
Ulric & Glenda Dennis 
Ms. Jackie Deskin 
Franklin C. Deters* 
Eric Dew 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Jeanne Dorward 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Dr. Nancy Doyle & Dr. George L. Smith, Jr.* 
Stephen Ringland Drewes 
Pat Dubrow 
Arnold & Trudy* Duncan 
John* & Dimitra Efstathiou 
Alan F. Egan, J.P. 
Ludmila & Peter Eggleton 
Arnold Ehlers Trust 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 
Joseph Ehrman III 
Stephen Eimer & Kevin Ann Cartwright 
Muriel Anita Eisen* 
Christine M. Englund 
Barbara & Ed Eschbach 
Patricia M. Evans 
Rod* & Ingrid Evans 
Richard B. Everett* 
Robert F. Ewing 
Phyllis M. Faber 
Michael H. Fahey 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick 
Jessena Finn 
Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 
Jack & Marsha Firestone 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Carl Wilhelm Folk 
Martha J. Foltz 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Barbara Jean Fopp 
Lawrence Foster* 
David F. Freedman 
Kathi Freeman* 

Barbara & William* Friede 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
John H. Frykman & Cheryl C. Arnold* 
Karen L. Gabrielson 
Louis B. Gagliardi 
Parley Gagne 
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. & Kenneth J. Denhard 
Sheilah Purcell Garcia 
Jack & Carroll Gardner 
Al Garren Fund 
Dewey Garrett 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Nancy Gentry Geller 
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &  

Francisco Guevara 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon P. Getty 
Arlene & Doug Giancoli 
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg 
Ione Gille 
John S. Gilmor 
Jane Gitschier 
Rudolf Gauser, PhD* 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
William W. Godward* 
Doris W. Grau 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha 
Anne Patricia Gray 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Ms. Julie Green 
Roger W. Green 
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood* 
Flora Greenhoot* 
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson 
Mr.* & Mrs.* Edward M. Griffith 
Ellen Braner Grinnell* 
Arnold A. Grossman Fund 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Ursula Grunfeld 
Eleanor Guilford* 
Patricia C. Gumbel 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Yvette* & John G. Gurley 
William A. Hage & Elizabeth Wong Hage* 
Timothy F.* & E. Ann* Haggerty 
Harry C. Haines* 
Fran Hall 
Kristina K. Hall 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Edith L. Hammerslough* 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Hunter Pittenger Harris 
Michael A. Harrison & Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David Hartley 
Fred Hartwick 
Mrs. Janine A. Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy 
Lisa A. Heilman-Cozzalio 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Donald A. Hermann 
Joan Hett 
John S. Higgins, Jr. 
Peggy Hill 
Ian Hinchliffe 
Frederick J. Hirth* 

* deceased

The following patrons have made a legacy commitment to San Francisco Opera 
Association and have joined the Bel Canto Legacy Society as of July 31, 2019. Their 
generosity helps support our long-range financial stability and artistic planning. 
Please consider joining this extraordinary group. Please contact Legacy Giving at  
(415) 565-6431 to learn more.  

Marilyn Horne,  
Honorary Chairwoman 
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Robert W. Hofer 
Kenneth L. Holford 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Marilyn Horne 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Sally V. Houston 
Margaret E. Hoyt 
Linda Humber 
Leslie & George Hume 
Marian Huntoon 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Bruce Hyman* 
Libby Ingalls 
Marsha Irwin 
James A. Ito 
Barbara K. Jackson* 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Elizabeth Ann Jacobs* 
Yorke & Jacqueline Jacobson 
John* & Nancy Jalonen 
Robin & Ginny Jaquith 
Ms. Christine Jarc 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries 
Bruce M. Jewett 
Lorraine Jones* 
Mrs. Mary Jopé 
Mac & Mary Jordan 
Sally Jordan 
Dr. Devorah Joseph,  

in memory of Irving Joseph 
Joan Juster 
Bradley & Susan Justice 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Lilli Kalis M.D.* 
William* & Margaret* Kaplan 
Barbara Karn 
Elizabeth Karnazes 
Dick & Sherry Karrenbrock 
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 
Jeannie Kaufman 

Suzan Kaufmann 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & Dr. David D. Stein 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Nelda Kilguss 
Mrs. Richard Kinninger 
Sally Lane Kirby 
Harleigh Thayer Knott* 
Diana Dollar Knowles* 
Edson K. Kong, Esq. 
Laura M. Kozel 
Christine Stevens Kradjian 
Ms. Barbara Kral 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.* 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Charles C. Kredensor &  

Frederic S. Saunders 
Herbert* & Barbara Kreissler 
Karen J. Kubin 
Michael L. Kurt 
Joan Kwansa 
Regina Lackner 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady* 
Judith Lamberti M.D. 
Barbara J. Lane 
Judy & Donald Langley 
William P. Langley 
Randall E. Laroche & David G. Laudon 
Norman T. Larson* 
Beverly & Richard Lavine 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Olive Lawton 
Samuel Leask 
Paul E. LeMal M.D. 
Mary Lemmon 
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt 
Cliff Leventhal,  

in memory of Arlene Leventhal 
Frank & Ildiko Lewis 
Mr. George B. Lewis 

Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. &  
Darryl L. Raszl, M.D. 

Elizabeth Lim 
Lawrence & Silvia Lin 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom 
Donald R. Lipp 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield* 
Allan M. Lluch 
John Lockley* & Marti Lochridge 
Vera M. Long* 
Maurice E. Loomis 
Shirley & Hersch Loomis 
Nathaniel Lopez & Jerry Orecchia* 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
George F. Lucas & Thomas Rothgiesser 
Rita & Nicola Luisotti 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Edward Koester 
Andrew F. Maguire 
Cynthia & John Major 
Edward Maker II* 
Jackie & Art Mancini 
Robert G. Manette 
James F. Manser* 
Peter Mansfield 
Joseph Marino, Jr. 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA & Joe Losch 
Mrs. Thelma Marken* 
David Marsten 
Letha Ann Martin* 
Evelyn S. Martinez 
Marilyn Mathers 
Anne E. Matthew* 
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian 
Mrs. Alice T. May* 
James McCarthy 
Eileen McCauley 
Florence & William McConnell 
Tom McEachern* 

Donald L. McGee 
John G. McGehee 
Michael McGinley 
Anne* & Malcolm McHenry 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Giselle McKellar 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin* 
Ruth McManus Trust 
Ms. Marilyn McMillan 
Burt* & Deedee McMurtry 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
Bill Medigovich 
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis 
Dixie Lee Meiselbach* 
H. Craig Melchert 
Edward Merrick 
Lucinda Merrill 
Robert Messick 
Carol L. Meyer* 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Diane Compagno Miller 
George P. Miller* & Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr. 
George M. Miller 
J. Sanford Miller 
Vivienne E. Miller* 
Birgit & Eitan Milstein 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
John Minnich 
Bill & Susan Mirbach 
D. G. Mitchell 
Sandra Mock* 
C. Kenneth More 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Andrew Morris 
Thelma C. Morris 
William O. & Susan W. Morris 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 

* deceased

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

KRISTEN LOKEN

OPERA STAR 
Bel Canto Legacy Society member Brian Olson is an exuberant opera fan, fencer and structural 
engineer who helped design the suspended catwalk at the Taube Atrium Theater in the Diane 
B. Wilsey Center for Opera. He became an opera fan in college after seeing Salome with a group 
of friends. “It was amazing! It was so easy to get caught up in the passion on stage, it felt real. 
I’ve never had that sort of connection to a performance before.” Brian joined the Bel Canto 
Legacy Society “because the world is a rapidly changing place, and SF Opera is adapting to 
show that Opera is still a vibrant, contemporary art form. I’m excited to see where this goes in 
my lifetime and want to help it continue on beyond that. Money is tight for almost everyone, 
which is where making a legacy gift can be a wonderful option. It’s a way to support the Opera 
now even if your current finances are stretched. It helps the Opera know that there are people 
who want to support it and to plan for long-term projects. Opera productions aren’t planned 
on a whim but are literally years in the making. Legacy gifts make the Opera part of your legacy 
and you part of the Opera’s future.”  

To learn more about Legacy Giving at San Francisco Opera, please contact Kyle Polite,  
Deputy Director of Development, at (415) 551-6226 or kpolite@sfopera.com
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Kathleen Much 
Nancy S. Mueller 
Manfred K. Mundelius 
Heidi Munzinger 
Majbritt Murdock 
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D. 
Mrs. John* H. Musey 
Peter J. Musto 
Vija Hovgard Nadai 
Marilyn & David Nasatir 
Julia Nash* 
Howard Neckel 
Theresa Nelson & Barney Smits 
Kenneth J. Ness 
H. Andrea Neves, Ph.D., H.L.D. 
Roselee Nichols 
Leif Fredebo Nielsen 
Marie J. Niemann* 
John O. Nigh 
Mary L. Nilan 
Paul Nordine 
Dante Noto 
Norman* & Hillevi Null 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Mr. David Oldroyd 
Brian Olson 
Commodore & Mrs. K.R. Orcutt 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr 
Brenda Osborne 
Sheldeen Germaine Osborne 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Father David F. Pace 
Joseph E. Padula* 
Thomas Pajak 
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Barbara H. Paley 
Mrs. Verna Parino* 
Ms. Iris Parris 
Mr. & Mrs.* Robert Parvin 
Virginia Patterson* 
Carol Potter Peckham 
Anette Penner 
David & Gail Perin 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Jess G. Perry 
Cinda & Spence Perry 
Dame Donna Petersen 
Mandala Pham 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
John* & Maria Pitcairn 
Herbert C. Ploch* 
Mrs. Jan Popper 
Roger & Deborah* Potash 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Janet & Michael Quartaroli 
Ruth Quigley 
Robert E. Rabourn* 
Michael Raddie 
Mrs. Jennie Rafton* 
Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer 
Thomas R. Ranweiler 
William D. Rasdal* 
Alan & Nancy Raznick 
Glenn H. Reid 
Marie R. Rhein 
Jennifer Richardson 
Keith W. & Marjorie Riley 
Richard* & Jean Ringe 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie 
Marcia Robinson* 
Rusty Rolland* 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Deborah Romer & William Tucker 
Fran Rominger 
Arthur S. & Keiko Kiyuna Roosa 
Margaret Ropchan 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Barbara J. Ross 
Elizabeth Boardman Ross 

James Ross* 
Maxine Rosston* 
Paul L. Rowe & R. Michael Sereno 
Karl Ruppenthal* & Jo Maxon 
Louise A. Russell 
Richard Russell 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Philip Mark Ryan 
Carol* & Jordan Sachs 
Mrs. John M. Sanderson* 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & Mr. Barry T. Joseph 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Daryl A. Schilling 
Betsey Schneider 
Debra Schoenberg 
Hanne Schultz 
Thea Lou Seese 
Harold E. Segelstad 
Marilyn G. Seiberling 
Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp 
Pearl Anne Seipp 
Cynthia B. Selfridge 
Christine Selle 
Lorenzo Severino 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
James & Connie Shapiro 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mrs. Carter Parrish Sherlin 
Jim & Mai Shields 
Ruth A. Short 
John Shott 
Robert Shultz 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
Paul J. & Sheri Siegel 
Ms. Joan M. Silva 
Donna Silverberg 
Cynthia L. Slezak 
Derek* & Stephanie* Smith 
George L. Smith, Jr.* 
Ilia & Timothy C. Smith 
Dr. Lorraine E. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Steven Souza & Therese Souza 
Robert L. Speer & John Wong 
Lynda Spence 
Gail Andersen Stark 
The Honorable & Mrs.* Wm. D. Stein 
Eric Stevens 
Lawrence L. Stitt* 
James R. Stockton 
Howard & Ruth Strassner 
Merna Strassner 
Blossom F. Strong 
Terri Stuart 
Dr. Jerome D.* & Mary K. Swalen 
Charo Switalski & Paul Eisenman 
Tom Taffel & Bill Repp 
Peter S. Talea* 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 
Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Robin Donald Taylor 
Jack E. Teeters 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Maxine Trost 
Michael E. Tully 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Suzanne E. Turley & William R. Jackson* 
Mr.* & Mrs. Paul A. Tuttle 
Florence E. Twyman* 
Yvonne Upsher 
Martin Eric Vahur 
Gloria Valair 
Mark Vallarino 
Paul E. van Dyk 

Soo & Raj Venkatesan 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard E. Vernon 
Shirley Wilson Victor* 
Virginia E. Vida 
Richard Viehweg* 
John E. Vinton & Richard Miller 
Albert J. Vizinho 
Eunice L. Vogel 
Garry Waba 
Drs. Bradford Wade & Linda Riebel 
Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin 
Barbara M. Ward 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Ramona Wascher* 
Ms. Lola Watson 
Jonas Waxman* 
Rosalie V. Weaver 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster 
Mitzie Naff Weiner 
Maurice & Gale Weir 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Janet Gray Welter 
George White 
Mr. Thomas D. Wickens* 
Josephine P. Wiik, R.N. 

Michelle Wilcox & Rob Kuhling 
Miles* & Virginia Willard 
S. Grace Williams* 
Ann L. Williamson 
Conni Wilson* 
Sheila M. Wishek 
Gerhard P. Woelke 
Marcia E. Wolfe* 
Ms. Virginia Wong 
Bonnie Woodworth* 
Sylvia Stein Wright* 
Stanley M. Yantis, M.D. 
Joan F. Yates 
Ms. Nancy Yee 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Yoerg 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
William T. Zaumen 
Joan Zawaski* & Rona Siegel 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Mr.* & Mrs. Stephen A. Zellerbach 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anne Zucchi 
Zucchi Family Trust 
Diane & Michael ZumBrunnen 
Anonymous (115) 

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

L EG ACY G I F T S  R EC E I V E D  

Dr. Ross Armstrong 
Ruth Laine Bauer 

Raymond J. Berard 
Marion Zimmer Bradley 

Cabaniss Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena 

Bette Jean Clute 
Nancy Ann Davis 
Thelma Diana Dry 

Elaine Eklund 
Lawrence Foster 
Ynez Ghirardelli 

William W. Godward 
Arnold A. Grossman Fund 

Eleanor Guilford 
Richard B. Gump 

Edith L. Hammerslough 
Milan Milton Holdorf 

Bruce Hyman 
Barbara K. Jackson 

Lorraine Jones 
Norman T. Larson 
Thelma Marken 

Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Carol L. Meyer 
Oscar E. Olson 

Mrs. Ernest Rogers 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 

K. Hart Smith 
Jonas Waxman 

Zucchi Family Trust 
 

* deceased

August 1, 2018 through July 31, 2019.
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$100,000+ 
FOUNDATIONS 
Bettye Poetz Ferguson 

Foundation 
Ann & Gordon Getty 

Foundation 
Jack H. Lund Charitable Trust 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey 
 
$50,000–$99,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Hearst Foundations 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Scott & Susan Lord 
Susan York 
 
$25,000–$49,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
The Yvonne & Edgar Baker 

Fund 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 

Foundation 
Steve & Diane Heiman,  

the UIulani Foundation 
The Bernard Osher Foundation 
 
CORPORATION 
Dandelion Chocolate 
 
GOVERNMENT 
National Endowment for the Arts 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Nordin & Donna Blacker  
Carlyn Clause &  

Alexander L. Brainerd  
George & Susan Crow  
Peter & Jayne Davis  
Robert Ellis  
Franklin P. & Catherine Johnson  
Bernice Lindstrom  
James A. Noe III  
Bernard & Barbro Osher  

Leslys Vedder, in memory of 
James Forrest Vedder  

Bruce & Fran Walker 
 
$15,000–$24,999 
INDIVIDUALS 
Sallie Arens, in memory of 

Cameron Waterman III 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm  
Mrs. Annina R. Demmon  
Mr. John Lee  
Michael Moritz &  

Harriet Heyman  
Ms. Amy Roth &  

Mr. Robert Epstein  
Bob & Terri Ryan 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
The Henry W. &  

Nettie Robinson Foundation  
Sack Family Fund 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins  
Dr. James Cross &  

Mr. Charles Antonen  
The Hon. Thomas E. Horn 
Mr. David Hugle &  

Mr. Haggai Niv  
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein &  

Ms. Susan English  
Robert Mison  
Patricia Weeden  
Mr. Christopher E. Wiseman & 

Mr. Eric W. Sleigh 
Anonymous 
 
$5,000–$9,999 
FOUNDATION 
Bob Ross Foundation 
Five Arts Foundation 
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club 
Kia Ora Foundation 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Norby Anderson 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Helen Breck 
Maureen Clarke 

Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Mrs. Antonia Cross 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
James Heagy,  

in memory of Janey Heagy 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
James R. Meehan 
Anne L. Morton 
Mr. Milton Mosk &  

Mr. Thomas Foutch 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Jack & Betty Schafer 
Dr. David D. Stein &  

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Olivia Ware 
Mr. Patrick Wilken &  

Mr. David Dickson 
Diana C. Yee 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Mr. Dennis Zhang 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
 
$2,500–$4,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Amphion Foundation 
H.B. & Lucille Horn Foundation 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

East Bay Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild  

Peninsula Chapter 
San Jose Opera Guild 
William Karl Schwarze Trust 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson 
James Scott Bays 
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Ms. Lucia Bogatay 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White 

& Dr. Ruediger 
Naumann-Etienne 

Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin 
Dr. Lisa Danzig 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Ms. Judith Gadaldi 
Ms. Pamela George 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hartley 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Hetzel 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
H. Nona Hungate 
Mrs. Dana T. Horner 
Mr. Robert Jacoby 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries 
Ms. Nelda Kilguss 
Karen J. Kubin 
William W. Kwan, MD 
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Midge Mansouri 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Ms. Maura Markus 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
David Miller 
D. G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Ms. Annie Nunan 
Mr. & Mrs. John Renard 
Miss Dorothy Schimke 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
Ms. Jean Shuler 
J. H. Silveira, M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sonnenblick 
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter 
Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting 
Ruth Hartman Uchimura 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz 
Ms. Faye Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous 
 
$1,000–$2,499 
FOUNDATIONS 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Opera Standees Association 

Karl & Alice Ruppenthal 
Foundation for the Arts 

San Francisco Opera Guild 
Marin Chapter 

Arthur & Charlotte Zitrin 
Foundation 

 
INDIVIDUALS 
Ms. Cathi Ahearn 
Mr. Clyde Allen 
Ms. Yoshika Asada 
Mary Sherrill Baxter 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bean 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Bertillion 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bialek 
Adam Arthur Bier &  

Rachel Bier Lem 
Mrs. Peter H. Black 
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 
Ms. Brooke Bourland 
Ms. Langley Brandt 
Florence & Eric Buatois 
Klaus & Rike Burmeister 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cabak 
Ms. Carmen J. 

Castro-Franceschi &  
Mr. Greg Franceschi 

Mr. Martin S. Checov &  
Mr. Timothy J. Bause 

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Cheitlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Cluff 
Ms. Ashley Crawford 
Mr. Robert Crow 
Michael Darnaud & Jodi Klein 
Peggy & Reid Dennis 
Keith Doerge 
Margareta Encrantz 
Mr. Justin Faggioli &  

Ms. Sandra Donnell 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Barbara B. Friede 
Dr. Gwen Fyfe 
Mr. Gary Garabedian 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hess 
Mr. Patrick Hitchcock 
Wilma Horwitz 
Dr. Hing On Hsu 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 

Bridget & Dennis Hupp 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Jean Kellogg & Henry Tang 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Ms. Shirley Kwok 
Ms. Kathe Lange 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Mr. Roy Levin &  

Ms. Jan Thomson 
Mr. Mark Lewis 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Mr. William Lokke 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ludgus 
Betty Maddux 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA, EA 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 
Mrs. Anne G. McWilliams 
John & Tessa Melvin 
Victoria Nakamura 
Mr. & Mrs. Boyce Nute 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon 
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Orup 
Suzanna G. Pollak 
Ms. Mary Powell &  

Mr. Patric Powell 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Mr. & Mrs. David Rinaldo 
Ms. Jo-Ann Rose 
Ms. Kathleen Rydar 
Mr. Paul Sack 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Schroeder 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sorgen 
Martha Toppin 
Doug Von Qualen 
Kirby & Amy Wilcox 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Shirley Woo &  

Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Mr. Shariq Yosufzai &  

Mr. Brian James 
Ms. Anne Zucchi 
Anonymous 

OFFICERS 
Patrick Wilken, Chairman 
Carlyn Clause, President 
Jayne C. Davis,  

Vice Chairman 
Dr. James Cross,  

Vice President 
Pamela J. George,  

Vice President 
Dr. Myron Marx,  

Vice President 
George Crow, Treasurer 
Robert B. Mison, Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS 
Mrs. Starr Bruce  

(1957–1962) 
James H. Schwabacher  

(1962–1991) 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson  

(1991–1995) 
Jayne Davis (1995–1999) 
Rusty Rolland (1999–2003) 
David S. Hugle 

(2003–2007) 
Patrick Wilken (2007–2011) 
Donna L. Blacker 

(2011–2015)

DIRECTORS 
Adam Arthur Bier 
Mary Sue Bizzarri 
Jennifer Brahm 
Barbara Bruser Clark 
Michael Colbruno 
The Hon.  

Marie Bertillion Collins 
Ashley Crawford 
Jeanne Dorward 
Beatrice Gomory 
Mary Henderson 
David S. Hugle 
Robert B. Jacoby 
Michael H. Kalkstein 

Dr. Joan B. Kelly 
William W. Kwan, MD 
Nafiseh Lindberg 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Lindsay MacDermid 
Donald L. McGee 
James Meehan 
Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 
Dr. David D. Stein 
Blanche Germain Streeter 
Ruth Uchimura 
Susan Walker 
Olivia Ware 
Carol A. Weitz 
Christopher E. Wiseman 

Susan York 
Dennis Zhang 
Stephen Zilles 
 
 
EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
Donna L. Blacker 
Peggy Dennis 
Anita Weissberg

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous gifts 
totaling $1,000 or more made between October 1, 2018, and August 1, 2019, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information about 
supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, email info@merola.org, or visit our website at Merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director 
Tracy Grant, Director of Contributed Giving 
Mark Shattuck,  

Director of Finance & Administration 
Ruben B. Pimentel, Jr., Director of  

Marketing & Communications 
Amy Kessler, Donor Relations &  

Events Manager 
Cindy Ho, Bookkeeper/Accountant 
Amanda Pursell,  

Community Engagement Manager  
Hilda Li, Development & Marketing Assistant 
Michelle Ward, Intern 
Carla Befera Public Relations,  

Communications Consultant 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

The Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Anna Netrebko, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, Elza van 
den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Joyce DiDonato, Susan Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, 
Stuart Skelton, Rolando Villazón, Thomas Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, and Patrick 
Summers. Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM
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C O R P O R A T E  M A T C H I N G  G I F T  D O N O R S
Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough LLC • Union Bank of California 

M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust, or other estate plans. For more information 
on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 936-2321.

Norman Abramson & David Beery 
Ms. Barbara Adams 
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson 
Mrs. John Anderton 
Ms. Wilma Avery 
Kathleen H. Barr 
James Scott Bays 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen 
Mr. Donald Buhman &  

Mr. Wray Humphrey 
Russell P. Chappell 
Donna Chazen 
Agnes Chen Brown,  

in memory of Robert Elliott Brown 
Maureen Clarke 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Mr. Jose María Condemi 
George & Susan Crow 
Mr. Gerald F. Currier &  

Mr. Cleveland M. Smith 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. Stephen Drewes 

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
Mr. Robert F. Ewing &  

Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr. 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Mario Fracchia 
Barbara B. Friede 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
Ms. Magda Gabali 
Mr. J. Gerald Gagnon 
Ms. Pamela George 
Mrs. Rolf Gille 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Ms. Tracy Grant & Ms. Mélanie Grant 
Ms. Doris W. Grau 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley 
James Heagy,  

in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 
Dagmar L. Jamison 
Ms. Joanie Juster 

Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Jean Kellogg & Henry Tang 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton & 

Mr. Peter Eggleton 
Ken Kolby 
Ms. Barbara F. Kral 
Barbara Graham Kreissler 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Ms. Olive Lawton 
Mr. John Lee 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Bernice Lindstrom 
Dave Gomberg & Diana Lum 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Betty Maddux 
Ms. Norrine L. Marchegiani-Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Myron Marx & Cora Yang 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin 
Bill Medigovich 
Ms. Christine Miller 
D. G. Mitchell 

Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Ms. Thelma Morris 
Mr. Albert L. Mosher 
Mr. Milton Mosk & Mr. Thomas Foutch 
Carl Noelke 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon 
Brenda Osborne 
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne &  

Mr. Steven E. Tirrell 
Robert & Carol Parvin 
Frances Quittel 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Mr. Robert Robertson 
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Ms. Louise A. Russell 
Kenneth Ruta 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Debra R. Schoenberg 
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling 

Ms. Carolyn Shaw 
Jean A. Sherlin 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Ms. Sue Sommer & Mr. Ray White 
Ms. Nancy Soper & Robert Soper 
Dr. David D. Stein &  

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Miss Carol Tomlinson 
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell 
Ms. Suzanne Turley 
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Victor 
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho 
Doug Von Qualen 
Ms. Gladys Wagman 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Patrick Wilken & Mr. David Dickson 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anonymous 

The Merola Opera Program honors the memory of the following friends who have provided a legacy of support through their bequests and other planned gifts this year.

Eloise Bouye • Zanette Cornman • James Donahue • Al Garren • Barbara K. Jackson • Dagmar Jamison • Mr. Jack H. Lund • MZB Trust • Marie J. Niemann 
William Risser • Rusty Rolland • Jane Roos LeRoux • Winifred Slausen • Derek and Stephanie Smith • Mr. Hugh C. Trutton • Ruth Zucchi 

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program expresses its sincere appreciation for all memorial and honorary donations made between October 1, 2018 and August 1, 2019.

IN MEMORY OF 
Brian Asawa 

Freida Batten 
Robert Elliott Brown 

Zheng Cao 
Janey Heagy 

Susan Meadows Hone 
Dana Turkington Horner 

Barbara K. Jackson 
Eleanor Kenney 
Vivienne Miller 
Valerie Pope 

Henry W. Robinson and 
Nettie Robinson 

James Forrest Vedder 
Cameron Waterman III 

IN HONOR OF 
Jody Bourland 

Michael Colbruno 
Pamela George 

Ronny Michael 
Greenberg 

Jean Kellogg 
Sylvia Lindsey 

Robert Mison 
Glenn Reid 

Marion Ross 

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment 
funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Bartlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
The Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Reid & Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem & Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund 
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 
Alfred Fromm and Otto E Meyer,  

in Memory of Dr. Angel Grooper 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 

Nicholas & Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund 
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund 
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund 
Richard N. Goldman Fund 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Endowment Fund 
David S. Hugle and Haggai Niv Endowment Fund 
The Jacobs Family Trust 
Grace & Mildred Johnson Endowment Fund 
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund 
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Jack H. Lund Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 

Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
Verna Osborne Fund 
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund 
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Margery Tede Endowment Fund 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Frank W. & Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund 
In Memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
August (1) Five 
Mary Sue and Maurice Bizzarri 
Culinary Excellence Catering 
Jayne and Peter Davis 

R. David and Ginny Freeman, 
Co-Founders, The Sonoma Valley 
Authors Festival 

The Glimmerglass Festival 

Liong-Bing Liem 
James R. Meehan 
Meyer Sound 
Betty Newman 

Port of Oakland 
Drs. Richard and Pamela Rigg 
Bob and Terri Ryan 
San Francisco Fire Department 

San Francisco Opera 
Jack and Betty Schafer 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 

Merola gratefully acknowledges the following Producer Sponsors of the Merola Spring Benefit Gala.
Nordin and Donna Blacker • James A. Noe III • John & Judith Renard • Bruce and Fran Walker • Mrs. Anita Weissberg
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San Francisco Opera Guild  
gives voice to potential through 

education and outreach programs 
that bring opera center stage  
into the life of the community.

O F F I C E R S  
Mary Poland, President 
Maryam Muduroglu, Vice President, Administration 
Eve Wertsch, Vice President, Associate Directors 
Silvia Lin, Vice President, Chapters 
Diana Kissil, Vice President, Community Outreach 
Ileana Facchini, Vice President, Development  
Belinda Steyer, Vice President, Education 
Courtney Labe, Vice President, Fundraising 
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler, Vice President, Marketing 
Cynthia Schreuder Kalev, Secretary 
Claire Fluhr, Treasurer 
Carol Benz, Director-at-Large 
Rita Milner, Education Fund Chairman

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  
Matthew & Kate Shilvock 
David Gockley 
 
S T A F F  
Susan Malott, Managing Director 
Montine Felso, Director of Special Events 
Theodora Reich, Special Events and Marketing Associate 
Caroline Altman, Creative Director 
John C. Morris, Education Program Administrator 
Maya Rath, Finance Manager 
Ellen Kerrigan, Opera à la Carte Coordinator 
 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  

$100,000 & ABOVE 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 
 
$50,000–$99,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Accenture 
Neiman Marcus Group 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 
 
$25,000–$49,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
AT&T Corporation 
California Arts Council 
Harrah’s & Harveys Lake Tahoe 
Shreve & Co. 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Olivia Hsu Decker 
Kim & Mark Dempster 
Elizabeth Pang Fullerton 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Ann & Gordon Getty 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Arlene Inch 
Victor & Farah Makras 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Kai Peng Tan & Eric W. Ormsby 
Todd & Lisa Zabelle 
 
$10,000–$24,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Alexander McQueen 
Bank of America 
First Republic Bank 
San Francisco Giants 
TriplePoint Capital 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Union Bank 
Yerba Buena Fund 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Christopher & Camille Bently 
Elizabeth & David Birka-White 
Maria & Jerry Brenholz 
Eleanor & Theodore Brown 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Paula & Bandel Carano 

Bill & Bridget Coughran 
Shannon & Dan Cronan 
Michael & Holly Cuggino 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood 
John & Marcia Goldman 
Jane & David Hartley 
Kathy Huber & Larry Binkley 
Leslie & George Hume 
Dorothy* & C. Bradford Jeffries 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Courtney & Jim Labe 
Gregory Malin 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Helen & John Meyer 
Norman & Janet Pease 
Anne B. Popkin 
Stephen Revetria 
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein 
Lionel Shaw 
Roselyne C. Swig 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Jennifer & Steven Walske 
Diane B. Wilsey 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
 
$5,000–$9,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Abbot Downing 
Dodge & Cox 
Find Your Light Foundation 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
SFOG East Bay Chapter 
SFOG Sonoma Chapter 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Francesca & Jeff Amann 
Susan Anderson-Norby 
Nancy & Joachim Bechtle 
Celeste & Mick Bobroff 
Romana Bracco 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Carol Franc Buck 
Marilyn & Michael Cabak 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Carolyn Chandler 
Mrs. Newton A. Cope 
Frank & Susan Dunlevy 
Adm. James Ellis, Jr. &  

Dr. Elizabeth Paté-Cornell 

Sandra Farris 
Paula Fiscal 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr 
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Froeb 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Şaduman Güzel & Paul van Dyk 
Cynthia Schreuder Kalev &  

Ovadia Kalev 
Mrs. William R. Kimball 
Gisel Kordestani 
Karen J. Kubin 
John & Joan Lavorgna 
Patricia Lee-Hoffmann &  

Steven Hoffmann 
Brenda Leff 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Andrew Martin-Weber 
Dr. Maya D. Meux 
Lorna Meyer & Dennis Calas 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Deborah Mosser & Donald MacLean 
Jane Mudge 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Deepa Pakianathan & Phil Pemberton 
Ann & Jim Paras 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi &  

Mr. Paul Pelosi 
Maria Pitcairn 
Clint & Janet Reilly 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg 
Merrill Randol Sherwin 
Mary Beth & David Shimmon 
Randy & Belinda Steyer  
Maryjo Tisor & Todd Kaplan 
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez &  

Israel Hernandez 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Toni Wolfson & Robert Federighi 
Celeste & Darryl Woo 
 
$1,000–$4,999 
CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Burberry 
Cartier 
EACH Foundation 
Kaiser Permanente 

James J Ludwig Foundation 
Paragon Real Estate Group 
San Jose Opera Guild 
SFOG Marin Chapter 
SFOG Peninsula Chapter 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous 
Steve & Maura Abernathy 
Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Abigail Akers 
Marie Allman 
Mary Anderson & Salvador Gutierrez 
Navid P. Armstrong 
Ann & Bart Baer 
Laura Sagues Barr &  

Noah Michael Barr 
Thomas Barrett & Belinda A. Berry 
Jarrod Baumann 
Cheryl Baxter 
Linda & Nils Behnke 
Nina & Charles E. Belle 
J. Riccardo Benavides 
Carol Benz 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Ron & Beverly Borelli 
Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill 
Jennifer Dal Bozzo 
Todd Bradley & Alison Newport 
Karen & Anton Bruehl 
Florence E. Bryan 
Simon & Christine Buesnel 
Alisa Burgess-Blajwas &  

Harold Blajwas 
Karen Caldwell 
Tiara Cameron 
Lucretia Carney 
Debra & Richard Carpeneti 
Mrs. Walter L. Carpeneti  
Mary Catlin 
Dr. Carolyn Chang &  

Mr. Patrick King 
Simi Chehazi 
Hilary & Richard Clark 
Janet Coastes Ostler 
Katie Colendich 
Martha Ehmann Conte 
Julie Coplon 
Phoebe Cowles & Robert Girard 
Joan Cucek 

Kelsey Cullen 
Courtney Dallaire 
Lisa Danzig 
Shahla Davoudi 
Christine DeSanze 
Jesus O. Diaz 
Theodore Dobos 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Jessica & Michael Eisler 
Jennifer Emerson 
Jacqueline & Christian Erdman 
Bryan Fabiano 
Ileana Facchini 
Jennifer Fearon 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Melinda Yee Franklin 
Clayton Fritz 
Gary Garabedian 
James & Elizabeth Gassel 
Mrs. Malin Giddings &  

Mr. Richard B. Hechler 
Krista Giovara 
Gail Glasser 
Stacy Gnuse 
Joel Goodrich 
Shelley Gordon 
Karen Gorman 
Lisa & John Grotts 
Aaron Gruver 
Margot Hall 
William Harvey 
Dixie & Clifford Hersh 
Peggy Hill 
Roberta Cohen Holden &  

Alex Holden 
Susan Hopkinson-Fishman 
George & Cathy Huber 
Lisamarie Inesi 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Jorge Jaramillo 
Jennifer Jeffries 
Lynn Jurich 
Kristen Kadner & Brian Roddy 
Timothy & Anne Kahn 
Caitlin Kalinowski 
Daru Kawalkowsky 
Andrea Kennedy 
David Kensington 
Jill Doré Kent 
John Kerns 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporation and foundation for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between August 1, 2018 and July 31, 2019. For more information about supporting San Francisco Opera Guild, 
please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com. 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The San Francisco Opera Guild Legacy Society honors those who have included San Francisco Opera Guild in their will, trust, or other estate plans. 
For more information on how you can support San Francisco Opera Guild through your estate planning, please call (415) 565-3291.

Ben D. & Dorothy Coppersmith 
Rod & PJ Handeland 
Jane & David Hartley 

Bruce M. Jewett 
Mr. Maurice Kanbar 
James J. Ludwig 

Estate of Leontine Sassell 
Catherine Stafford Revocable Living Trust 
Mrs. W. Carroll Tornroth 

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco Opera 
Guild’s Education Fund by July 31, 2019. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 
Karen & Anton Bruehl 
Paula & Bandel Carano  
The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 
Mary Corroon 
Beverly Coughlin 
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 
Olivia Hsu Decker 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 
Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Katharine Harahan* 
Alfred Hartley 
Jane Hartley 
James Heagy 
Barbara Henry 
Jacquelin H. Hume* 
Katie & Claude Jarman 
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 
Joan & John Lavorgna 
Eileen D. Ludwig* 
Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 
The Malin Family 
Susan & James Malott 
Lois Manbert 
Anne Marie Massocca 
Kathleen McEligot 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller* 
Susan Mooradian 
Mary Louise Myers 
Susan O’Brien  
Elizabeth Pfau* 
Maria Pitcairn 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Ursula Ralph 
Joyce Reitman 
Venetta & John Rohal 
Diane Rubin 

Deborah Sagues 
San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Marin Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild,  

Peninsula Chapter 
Ann Simpson 
Claire Collins Skall* 
Susan Tamagni 

*Deceased 

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by July 31, 2019 in memory of  
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact  
Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 
Elizabeth Birka-White 
Kristy Brabec 
Erik Breivik 
Barbara Brown 
Martha Chesley 
Shannon & Dan Cronin 
Suzy Kellems Dominik 

Sean Dowdall 
Lynne Edminster 
Jennifer Emerson 
Sue Firestone 
Claire Fluhr 
Malin Giddings 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Daniel & Inger Golob 

Sigrun Graeff 
Rong Hu 
Arlene Inch 
Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 
Juanita Kizor 
Nina Klotz 
Nicola Luisotti 
Susan & James Malott 

John McQuaid 
Gene & Richard Morey 
Christina Noren 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
John & Sherry Peterson 
Bill & Mary Poland 
Junius & Rose, Reuben LLP 
Karen Richardson 

Karen Ann Richardson Family 
Foundation 

Deborah Sagues 
San Francisco Opera Guild,  

East Bay Chapter 
John Shea 
Mai Shiver 
Sarah Somberg 

Kimberlee Stryker 
Swartz Foundation 
Barbara Traisman 
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez 
 

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students, and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and community 
engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the Merola Opera Program.

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  C O N T I N U E D  

Accenture 
Allegra Print & Imaging 
Mark Alman 
J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 
Burberry 
Karen Caetano, Id-alist llc 
Calhoun & Company Communications 
Carpe Diem 
Castellucci Napa Valley 
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery 

Georgina Chapman 
Copymat SF 
Kim & Mark Dempster 
Dependable Letterpress 
Drew Altizer Photography 
Four Seasons Resort Ranch Encantado 
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum 
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines 
Jay Siegan Presents 
George F. Lucas 

Farah & Victor Makras 
Marchesa 
Maisons Marques & Domaines 
McCalls Catering & Events 
Rita Milner 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Neiman Marcus Union Square 
The Nob Hill Gazette 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Ritz-Carlton San Francisco 

Roederer Estate 
San Francisco Opera 
Santa Fe Opera 
Soirée Valet 
The St. Regis San Francisco 
Town & Country 
United Airlines 
The Westin St. Francis San Francisco  

on Union Square 
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N S  

Juanita & Alan Kizor 
Claire & Mark Kostic 
Joanne Kwong 
Caroline Labe 
Drs. Danielle & Rondell Lane 
Randall E. Laroche &  

David G. Laudon 
KC Lauck 
Adam Lauridsen 
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg 
Marie Lipman 
Patricia Ferrin Loucks 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Ludgus 
Elzaveta Lutz 
Jennifer Lynch & Justin Schuster 
Maggie Mack 
Mary & Terry McRae 
Elizabeth & Patrick Malkassian 
Adrienne Mally 
Susan & James Malott 
Monica Mary March &  

Enrique Rodriguez 

Pamela Marron 
Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca 
Gregg Mattner 
Mr. Jorge Maumer 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mauzé 
Linda & Stephen Mayne 
Bobbie McChristy 
Daniel & Kerry McMutrie 
Amy & Michael McNamara 
Elaine Mellis 
Steven Menzies 
Sydney Minnerly 
Robert B. Mison  
Kimberly Hughes & Steve Moazed 
Natasha & Tim Monahan 
Patricia Montag & John Swain 
Douglas G. Moore 
Joshua Morgan 
David Mueller 
Bahya Murad 
Sheila & Paul Nahi 
Roxanne & Alex Najafi 

Julia Noel 
J Boyce Nute 
Susan O’Brien 
Teri O’Brien 
David Todd Oldroyd 
Laurie Olshansky 
Nazan & Charles Orr 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Janet Ostler 
Fr David Pace 
Carol & Gerry Parker 
Tanya Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward G. Poole 
Tanya Powell 
Ursula Ralph 
Avani Rau 
Maria Rescalvo 
Michelle Ritchie 
Veronica Rivard-Tramontozzi 
Patricia Rock 
Laura Rockwell 
John D. Rosin 

Chandra Rudd 
Nancy Russell  
Dilara Saatci 
Arash Salkhi 
Andrea Schultz & Michael Wood 
Sobia Aziz Shaikh 
Kimberlee Sharp-Dutto 
Dr. Clara Shayevich 
Roberta Sherman 
Mai Shiver 
Carol Simmons 
Katherine & Dan Simon 
Mary Sky 
Frank Knowles Smith III 
Russell Stanaland 
Zornitza Stefanova 
Patricia Stephens 
Norbert Sy 
France Szeto 
Steven Talan 
Susan Tamagni 
Lynne Tan 

Andrea & Joe Thomas 
Hernando Torres-Fernandez 
Barbara Traisman 
Stephanie Tuttle 
Yuka Uehara 
Herbert K. Uetz 
Micaela van Zwoll & John Green 
Nic & Claudia Volpi 
Margaret Wadhwani 
Douglas S. Waggener 
Thurlow Washam  
Victoria Weatherford 
Amy Wender-Hoch 
Eve Wertsch 
Keith Wetmore & Andrew Hinek 
Beatrice Wood 
Anita Wornick 
Mia Wright 
Victoria Yeager 
Chip Zecher & Chris Menza 
 

*Deceased 
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REFLECTING  COMMUNITY  
B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  T W I T T E R ,  I N S T A G R A M ,  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
  

@ M A T T H E W S H I L V O C K      
 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K       M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M

When I am visiting opera 
houses around the world, I 
am struck by how often these 

buildings are intended to be gathering 
points for their communities. They are often 
situated at major nexus points in their cities, 
close to major transit thoroughfares, and set 
amidst thriving marketplaces and cultural 
districts. Opera houses can be the 
embodiment of the cultural life of the 
communities that surround them. In the 
best of cases, the art on stage inspires the community, and 
the community inspires the art.  

The very way that people used to interact with the art 
form is indicative of the innate power of opera to bring 
people together. Until the late 19th century, auditoriums 
were fully lit, and opera performances were vibrant, 
energetic, boisterous events. The Italianate horseshoe 
design was intended to facilitate viewing—not of the stage, 
but of other people in the audience. Eating, drinking, 
talking, business deals, and amorous pursuits were the 
norm. Sitting as we do in almost reverential silence now, 
it’s hard to imagine this communal experience. The 
closest example I’ve seen is in the beautiful 1988 film 
Cinema Paradiso in which there are wonderful scenes of a 
small Sicilian village gathering in the cinema and living 
life against the backdrop of art.  

Opera can and should energize the community in which it 
exists. It should entertain, challenge, probe, and reflect. Even 
if the norms of opera-going are now more restrained, the 
dialogue around performances should still be as vibrant and 
dynamic. As we move towards our second century, we are 
focused on ensuring that the stories we tell through opera 
have meaning to this community, that we are telling those 
stories to as broad an audience as possible, and that we in the 
Company—the storytellers—are reflective of the rich diversity 
of this wonderful community. Reflecting our community in 
our story telling was a major impetus in establishing a 
department of diversity, equity and community. 

We want to be a place where the whole 
community can come and engage in deeply 
powerful storytelling.  

As a part of this focus, we are committed 
to bringing stories to this stage that reflect 
the community’s focus in the Bay Area, here 
and now. Whether through something 
pointedly local like The (R)evolution of Steve 
Jobs later this season or works that directly 
address contemporary themes, we have 
numerous exciting projects underway to 

bring conversation-provoking and insightful works to our 
stage in upcoming seasons, and I can’t wait to experience 
those with you.  

Another wonderful example of community gathering 
together around opera is seen in our free-to-attend 
simulcasts at Oracle Park, home of the San Francisco 
Giants. I am so happy that we are returning on September 
21st for a live relay of Romeo and Juliet. These simulcasts 
have become amazing shared moments for the 
community. We’ve seen audiences of up to 30,000 gather 
together to cheer the heroes, boo the villains, and enjoy 
the performance with an unabashed freedom that harkens 
back to the early centuries of opera. You can eat, drink, 
walk around, and talk to your neighbors. It’s thrilling to 
see that kind of energized participation and engagement.  

I’ll often sneak up to a far-flung corner of the ballpark 
during the simulcast and take a moment to watch the 
audience experiencing the opera. Even with the very 
different environment at the ballpark, this audience of tens 
of thousands is completely riveted on the emotional world 
unfolding before them. As in the opera house, the simulcast 
audience shares in collective moments of emotional 
catharsis. The community comes together and participates 
in storytelling that speaks to the deep truths of who we are 
as humans. That’s what opera can and should be!  

 
To join us for Opera at the Ballpark go to 

sfopera.com/simulcast to pre-register for access.  

S I M O N  P A U L Y
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CALIFORNIA DREAMING

HANNASTON ESTATE

$42,000,000

$16,800,000

THE ULT IMATE L IFESTYLE COLLECTION

$42,000,000
RESIDENCE 950
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SONOMA MODERN

SEVEN STONES

$10,000,000

$35,000,000

PALACIO OCEANO
$38,000,000

$30,000,000$30,000,000

LE PETIT  TRIANON

http://joelgoodrich.com
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