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EXTEND 
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T H E  S A N  F R A N C I S C O 
O P E R A  S H O P  W E L C O M E S 

Y O U R  P A T R O N A G E ! 

Stop by the San Francisco Opera Shop 
during your performance. Located 
on the South Mezzanine (level 2), 

the shop is open 90 minutes before 
curtain, during all intermissions 

and 20 minutes after final curtain.
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Welcome to the conclusion of San 
Francisco Opera’s 96th season! We are 
delighted that you have joined us at the 
War Memorial Opera House. 

We open the summer with Bizet’s 
Carmen, a familiar favorite that features 
several important firsts: the role debuts 
of J’Nai Bridges and Matthew Polenzani, 
a riveting production by Francesca 
Zambello that is new to our stage, and 
the mainstage conducting debut of 
James Gaffigan, one of today’s most exciting American conductors. The 
Company then presents English director Harry Fehr’s fascinating 
interpretation of Handel’s Orlando, which updates the story to the time of the 
London Blitz and features mezzo soprano Sasha Cooke following in Marilyn 
Horne’s footsteps in the title role. We also present Dvořák’s beautiful fairy tale 
Rusalka, not seen here for 24 years, with Rachel Willis-Sørensen making her 
role debut as the tragic water nymph and the house premiere of South Korean 
conductor Eun Sun Kim. 

Beyond the mainstage, this June we welcome the annual OPERA America 
conference and its 600+ industry representatives from across North America 
back to San Francisco. It is a privilege to host this gathering for our national 
service organization. We also welcome 29 artists to the Merola Opera Program’s 
62nd season of professional training for young singers, coach accompanists and 
directors. The highlight of this summer’s Merola offerings will be the world 
premiere of Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer’s opera If I Were You. 

This season is made possible by our talented guest artists, orchestra, 
chorus, dance corps, staff, and crew who collaborate to create the uniquely 
compelling art form that is opera. It is also made possible by you, our family of 
patrons and donors, whose loyal support keeps San Francisco Opera at the 
forefront of opera companies worldwide. We extend special thanks to our 
Company Sponsors for their extraordinary annual support, whose names are 
listed on page 35. 

If you haven’t yet joined our community of donors, now is a perfect time to 
do so thanks to a generous challenge gift from Ann and Gordon Getty. Between 
now and July 31st, any new or increased gift you make of $75 or more will be 
matched two-to-one! It is a wonderful opportunity to leverage your support 
and help San Francisco Opera thrive. 

We look forward to sharing opera’s transformative power with you this 
summer! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A      

AD

Keith B. Geeslin 
President

John A. Gunn 
Chairman of the Board

Keith B. Geeslin and John A. Gunn
D R E W  A L T I Z E R

OperaNews Summer 2019.qxp_OperaNews  5/15/19  8:28 PM  Page 1
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA NEWS

On Friday, the 6th of September, San Francisco Opera Guild will produce 
Opera Ball, the iconic gala celebration that launches the new San Francisco 
Opera repertory season, the Company’s 97th. For this special occasion, Guild 
President Mary Poland has invited Elizabeth Birka-White and Jane S. Mudge 
to co-chair this inaugural evening of extraordinary music, fine dining, 
couture fashion, and design all in support of opera education programs. 
Reflecting the opening night opera, Charles Gounod’s romantic Romeo and 
Juliet, the theme of the Opera Ball is “The Capulets’ Masked Ball,” offering the 
perfect opportunity for attendees to wear an elegant mask. Acclaimed stylist  
J. Riccardo Benavides will curate the event design evoking the spirit of 
Renaissance Verona while McCalls Catering & Events will create the dinner 
and afterglow buffet to compliment the late-night dancing. For Opera Ball 
tickets, visit sfopera.com/OperaBall2019.  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

O P E N I N G  N I G H T   
C E L E B R A T I O N  A H E A D

P L Á C I D O  D O M I N G O  
R E T U R N S  O C T O B E R  6  
The incomparable Plácido Domingo 
returns to the War Memorial Opera 
House on Sunday, October 6 for a 
sold-out  afternoon concert cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of his 
San Francisco Opera debut. World-
renowned, Domingo is one of the 
finest and most influential singing 
actors in the history of opera with a 
repertory of 151 roles and more than 
3,900 career performances. This mul-
tifaceted artist who has triumphed in 
both the tenor and baritone reper-
tory, made his San Francisco Opera 
debut in 1969 replacing an ailing col-
league as Rodolfo in Puccini’s La 
Bohème. He appeared with the Com-
pany in over 100 performances of 14 
different roles, including the lead in 
Alfano’s Cyrano de Bergerac. His PBS 
telecasts from the War Memorial 
Opera House include L’Africaine and 
Samson et Dalila, and he appeared 
many times in concerts and recitals at 
the Opera House, Civic Auditorium, 
Stern Grove, and Golden Gate Park. In 
1994, he was awarded the San Fran-
cisco Opera Medal, the Company’s 
highest honor.  

For his upcoming concert, Domingo 
will be under the baton of Spanish 
conductor Jordi Bernàcer with the San 
Francisco Opera Orchestra and guest 
artists to be announced. 

O P E R A  G U I L D  S C O U T S  &  M A D R I G A L S  
For the past 80 years, San Francisco Opera Guild has been 
offering education programs to students throughout the Bay 
Area. Working under the title of “Giving Voice to Potential,” 
one of these successful activities is the ensemble-based 
Opera Scouts, a performing arts organization for boys and 
girls ages 12–18, providing a social, developmental, career, and artistic home 
base for arts-minded youth. Building on the success of last season’s 
performance trip to Italy, the Scouts will travel to Austria in March 2020 for a 
10-day performance itinerary in Salzburg, Melk, and Vienna.  

New this year is the launch of the Opera Madrigals, a junior version of the 
Scouts for boys and girls ages 7—11. The Madrigals will focus on folk songs, 
composition, storytelling, and honing performance skills, providing an inspiring 
introduction to the world of opera.  

Both programs launch in mid-September and conclude in May 2020. 
Interested students should enroll now through the end of August; limited 
scholarships are available. To apply, visit sfoperaguild.com/programs.

D R E W  A L T I Z E R

P E D R O  W A L T E R  

D R E W  A L T I Z E R

OperaNews Summer 2019.qxp_OperaNews  5/22/19  2:25 PM  Page 2
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M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  
2019 SUMMER AT A GLANCE 

Celebrating 62 years of world-renowned 

professional opera training 

 

T H E  S C H W A B A C H E R   
S U M M E R  C O N C E R T  

Scenes from Lucia di Lammermoor, Faust, 

Il Trovatore, Die Schweigsame Frau, and 

La Rondine; Craig Kier, conductor and 

Jose Maria Condemi, director 
 

July 11 at 7.30 PM and July 13 at 2 PM 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music 

Caroline Hume Concert Hall, 50 Oak Street 

World Premiere Opera 

I F  I  W E R E  Y O U  
Jake Heggie, composer 

Gene Scheer, librettist 
 

Featuring two alternating casts 

Nicole Paiement, conductor and 

Keturah Stickann, director 
 

August 1 and 6 at 7.30 PM 

August 3 and 4 at 2 PM 

Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Avenue 
 

M E R O L A  G R A N D  F I N A L E   
A concert of arias and ensembles featuring 

the 29 Merola Opera Program artists with 

George Manahan, conductor  

and Greg Eldridge, director 
 

August 17 at 7.30 PM 

War Memorial Opera House 

Artists reception to follow 

 

For tickets: Merola.org 

Box Office: (415) 864-3330

OperaNews Summer 2019.qxp_OperaNews  5/23/19  12:14 PM  Page 3
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For nearly four decades, San 
Francisco Opera Center has 
shepherded talented young 

artists toward major operatic careers. 
Professional opportunities sometimes 
arise for the artists while they are still 
under the wing of their mentors in the 
Center’s programs. This was certainly 
the case with Merola Opera Program 
graduate and second-year Adler 
Fellow Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen. In 
between coachings, language classes, 
and other training activities, the 25-
year-old countertenor has experienced a rapid ascent, 
including a win at the Metropolitan Opera’s National Council 
Auditions, Grammy Award recognition, and rave reviews for 
performances in opera houses, on concert stages, and even 
an onstage role with San Francisco Ballet. 

This month, Nussbaum Cohen makes his San Francisco 
Opera debut as Medoro in Handel’s Orlando. Joining the 
cast as a late replacement, the Brooklyn-born coun-
tertenor integrated this thrilling assignment into an 
already packed schedule through strict planning. “I’m 
very type A,” he said. “For every season I have a Google 
spreadsheet where I mark out every piece of music I have 
to know, how long it is going to take to learn and coach it, 
and the date I need it ready for rehearsals.” 

The preparation has really paid off. The year began with 
sessions for his first solo recording followed by six weeks 
with Lyric Opera of Chicago for Handel’s Ariodante. The 
final performance was on a Sunday, and he flew to San 
Francisco on Monday to begin rehearsals with San Francisco 
Ballet on Tuesday. After a week of rehearsals and another 
week of performances, he went directly into rehearsals for 
Handel’s Saul with Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra. Once 
Saul wrapped up, Nussbaum Cohen began Orlando 
rehearsals. “There hasn’t been much breathing time, but I 

can’t complain. This has truly been a 
dream for me.” 

Nussbaum Cohen feels a special 
kinship with his part in Orlando. 
“Medoro’s affections and actions cause 
a lot of trouble and heartbreak for 
others, but he’s fundamentally some-
one who loves very deeply and 
authentically. A lot of the characters in 
Handel’s operas give the appearance 
of being pleasant, but they are usually 
scheming or playing people for politi-
cal reasons. I’m excited to be portray-

ing a character who is motivated by true love.” 
Though he has been a singer for most of his life, the opera 

bug bit Nussbaum Cohen when he was an undergraduate at 
Princeton and won free tickets to see Puccini’s La Bohème at 
the Metropolitan Opera. “The Zeffirelli production,” he 
emphasized. “My life has never been the same.” 

Nussbaum Cohen feels the countertenor’s high vocal 
range has always suited him. “As a child, I had been 
singing soprano and treble in children’s choir and my 
voice dropped when I was twelve. I didn’t know what a 
countertenor was, but I wanted to keep singing in choir so 
I thought that if I sang alto, I could probably still finagle 
and hit the notes. That’s how it started, and I’ve just 
always sung in that register. I didn’t really choose to be a 
countertenor; it kind of chose me.” 

As an Adler Fellow, this rising star’s operatic journey 
has progressed rapidly through the training he has 
received and from just being around world-class opera 
in San Francisco. “I’ve gained so much from watching 
opera being made at this level and on this scale. Watch-
ing the greatest singers of our time up close as they 
rehearse and perform, day after day, has been a great 
supplement to the education I have received. What a joy 
and honor it has been to soak that in.” 

ARYEH NUSSBAUM COHEN 
A D L E R  F E L L O W  C O U N T E R T E N O R  

B Y  J E F F E R Y  M C M I L L A N

D A R I O  A C O S T A

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  P R O F I L E
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OPERA TALKS 
Before every performance, charismatic scholars present a 25-minute 

overview of the opera with insights on the music, composer, and 

historical background. Talks begin 55 minutes prior to curtain. Visit 

sfopera.com/operatalks. 

 

Carmen: Laura Prichard 

Orlando: Bruce Lamott 

Rusalka: Peter Susskind 

 

 

OPERA PREVIEW LECTURES 
San Francisco Opera Guild chapters present lectures that bring 

renowned musicologists to communities throughout the greater 

Bay Area, offering an in-depth look into the season’s upcoming 

operas. Visit sfopera.com/previews. 

 

 

E-OPERA NEWSLETTER 
San Francisco E-Opera subscribers are the first to know about the 

latest performances, special events, and educational opportunities. 

Keep up-to-date on featured artists, special ticket offers, advance 

program notes, and other insider information by signing up at 

sfopera.com/eopera. 

 

 

CHECK OUT SAN FRANCISCO OPERA’S BLOG 
Our blog, Backstage at San Francisco Opera, offers unique insights 

into the Company, with entries from General Director Matthew 

Shilvock and others giving audiences an insider’s look at San 

Francisco Opera.. Visit sfopera.com/blog. 

 

 

OPERA HOUSE TOURS 
Discover the magic that goes into creating an opera production with 

a backstage tour of the War Memorial Opera House led by a Guild 

volunteer docent. Tours occur only on selected dates in small 

groups; reservations required. E-mail tour.reserve@gmail.com or call 

the San Francisco Opera Guild at (415) 551-6353 to leave a message. 

For group tours contact Lynn Watson at sf.opera.tours@gmail.com. 

$20 for general admission.

FAMILY PROGRAMS 
San Francisco Opera invites you to join All About Carmen, an 

interactive exploration workshop for families with children ages 6 & 

up on June 23 at 11 am and 12.30 pm. 

 

Next fall, join us for All About Hansel & Gretel, an exploration 

workshop for families on Nov. 30 at 11 am and 12.30 pm. Tickets $10; 

visit sfopera.com/discover-opera. 

San Francisco Opera is pleased to offer a wealth of educational resources to help you get “in the know” for each opera 
performance. For information on these and other resources, visit sfopera.com/learn. 

CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK,  

TWITTER, YOUTUBE, AND INSTAGRAM 

 
Follow San Francisco Opera on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and 

Instagram! You’ll get sneak peeks about upcoming events, special 

performances, and more. Like us at facebook.com/sfopera, and 

follow us at twitter.com/sfopera and instagram.com/sfopera.  

And don’t forget to check out our YouTube channel, featuring 

performance excerpts, artist interviews, and more at 

youtube.com/sfoperamedia. 

GET “IN THE KNOW”

E R I C  F R A Z I E R
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A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Covia. License No. 380540292 COA# 325

The location that connects you to 
the best of San Francisco.
San Francisco is known for its rich intellectual and creative culture, progressive 
spirit, and global outlook — and that’s just what you’ll find at San Francisco Towers, a 
sophisticated Life Plan Community in the heart of the city.

Everything you love is within walking distance, making it easy to stay connected to the 
culture and diversity San Francisco is known for plus convenient services, wonderful 
comforts, and security for the future.

Join the waiting list! For information, or to schedule a visit, call 415.447.5526.

covia.org/san-francisco-towers
1661 Pine St, San Francisco, CA 94109

http://covia.org/san-francisco-towers


H I D D E N   

MAESTRO 
B Y  L I S A  H O U S T O N

M A R K  M O R A S H  
S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  C E N T E R ’ S  D I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I C A L  S T U D I E S

M A T T H E W  W A S H B U R N
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When a twenty-four-year-old Beverly Sills 
arrived in San Francisco for her first 
engagement with San Francisco Opera in 

1953, she went straight to the home of Gaetano Merola, 
unaware he had passed away suddenly while conducting 
at Stern Grove the day before. What was to have been an 
apprenticeship under the wing of an illustrious maestro 
became a depressing stint in a strange city. Highlights of 
the trip included cooking frankfurters on the radiator of a 
questionable Market Street hotel, and jumping in for an 
ailing Gerhilde, only to suffer a wardrobe malfunction of 
Walkürean proportions. (A helmet mishap prompted Act-
ing Artistic Director Kurt Herbert Adler to ask her if she 
was drunk.) Sills returned in 1971, a star in earnest, but 
that bumpy beginning is exactly what today’s well-strung 
Merola Opera Program seeks to avoid.  

Enter Mark Morash, Director of Musical Studies. 
Even true fans of the opera may not know the name. 

When a story about the Merola program or the Adler Fel-
lows goes to press, the spokesperson cited most often is 
Sheri Greenawald, a vivacious former diva who serves as 
director of the San Francisco Opera Center, coordinating 
the development of all the young singers brought under 
the Company’s auspices. But followers of these burgeon-
ing careers know Morash well. They’ve enjoyed his jovial 
emceeing at Merola galas, and admired his artful con-
ducting and piano playing at countless performances 
spanning two decades. For these devotees, Morash is 
equal parts fixture and blessing.  

Observing him in a recent coaching, the Nova Scotia-
born Morash has a paradoxical quality, studious yet care-
free, simultaneously giving the impression that every note 
matters intensely, and not at all. It is the nature of a coach-
ing to stop and start, nevertheless he plays fluidly, reading 
music on an oversized iPad, deftly tapping his toe on an 
electronic page-turning device nestled beneath the piano.  

An inconvenient comma begins to irritate one of the 
singers. “Oh that?” Morash says. “Don’t worry about it. 
It’s a mistake.” (Most coaches know that scores are rife 
with errors. Few can tell you where they are.) A sustained 
note at the end of a long phrase becomes problematic. 
Morash appeases the singer’s anxiety with a shrug. “You 
hold it for as long as you hold it.”  

Renowned collaborative pianist Martin Katz is familiar 
with this equanimity. “If he’s stressed,” Katz says, “he cer-
tainly doesn’t show it, which is perhaps a prime prerequi-

site for working in opera. Stuff happens; Mark deals.”  
It was under Katz’s tutelage at the University of Michi-

gan that Morash first began to understand the niche he 
might occupy in the music world. It is a special talent to 
work well with singers, and Katz says Morash has got it. 
“Mark could probably charm birds out of trees, perhaps 
with only his smile and attitude as tools. He has an amaz-
ing ability to help people sing and play their best.”  

Bass-baritone Christian Pursell, a second-year Adler 
Fellow, agrees. Whether preparing an entire role, or a dif-
ficult passage in an audition aria, Pursell says Morash 
“knows the character of the piece. And he’s not judgmen-
tal. If it’s been a bad week and I’m behind on something, 
he’s not mean about it. Mark really cares about each and 
every one of us,” says Pursell, who will cover the role of 
Escamillo in this June’s Carmen. “If we run into each 
other in the hallway, he always asks about my projects 
and how he can help. He’s that kind of guy.” 

Morash exudes an unassuming, just-doing-my-job 
ethos that allows him to flourish in a building of creative 
personalities, where storms of temper may roll in as fre-
quently as the afternoon fog. Morash brings his lunch 
every day, (and composts after, in large white bins that 
once contained pecans from the farm of the late pianist 
George Darden, a friend and colleague). Morash, along 
with his wife, Dallis, has raised two grown children. He 
has a dog. He likes to go to brunch. No surprise that 
around the opera house Morash is well liked. 

His biggest admirer is Greenawald. Their friendship has 
stood the test of time, and travel. Morash began in 1998, 
Greenawald in 2002. Their schedule is grueling. January to 
April they’re training the Adlers. May is prep time for 
Merola, which runs from Memorial Day to mid-August. 
Then it’s time to get the Adlers ready for the fall season. “If 
there is a calm month in the Opera Center, and it doesn’t 
ever feel very calm, it’s September,” Morash says. “But 
then the applications are coming in for Merola, and in 
October we go out on the road for auditions.” That takes 
them to Thanksgiving, then on to the Adlers’ “Future Is 
Now” concert. A couple of weeks off for Christmas, and 
they’re ready to start the whole thing again in January. 

Former San Francisco Opera General Director Kurt 
Herbert Adler once said, “If we can find one outstanding 
singer per year, that’s OK. Someone who is really going to 
develop, who has star quality, then we have done our job.”  

In auditions, Greenawald listens mainly for what she 
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calls “the goo,” i.e., the intrinsic caliber of the voice itself, 
while Morash, who has perfect pitch and a love of musical 
minutia, listens for everything else. Both listen for someone 
they can feel good about putting on the main stage three 
weeks after arrival to sing for the general director. And 
both keep in mind how much will be asked of the singers.  

The dial has moved over the years from a theoretical 
pedagogy to a highly practical approach. “It’s a fine line to 
walk when they’re asked to do too much, or if they’re sit-
ting on their hands,” Morash says. “These singers are 
racehorses. They don’t get better sitting in the barn. You 
have to keep them challenged so they’re always upping 
their game, without overwhelming them.”  

To Adler’s point, they also take the long view.  
“We pride ourselves on taking voices that are uncon-

ventional for a young artist program,” Morash says. “It’s 
easy to take the nice, compact voices that can execute all 
the musical details everybody wants. But there’s some-
body coming right down the pike who can do the same 
thing. We take voices for whom it’s a longer trajectory. 
Otherwise there’ll be nobody to sing the big roles. If it’s a 
voice that’s not going to really launch till it’s forty, if the 
material is there, we want it.” 

In choosing Adlers from among the Merola, many 
minds come together. General Director Matthew Shil-

vock, Managing Director, Artistic, Gregory Henkel, and 
Head of Music Staff John Churchwell, as well as Adminis-
trative Director Chris Bragg, Greenawald, and Morash 
also receive input from Master Voice Teacher César Ulloa, 
and will in the future also have the counsel of mezzo-
soprano Susanne Mentzer. “In a big opera company 
things tend to be by committee,” Morash says. Far from 
minding this communal aspect, it’s clear Morash thrives 
on the social synergy that makes opera.  

Morash is a Merola alum, Class of ’87. For him, the 
summer was epiphanic. He left knowing what he wanted 
to do for the rest of his life. “I tell the Merola on their first 
day, ‘If we can do for you what Merola did for me, we’ll 
have succeeded.’”  

“He loved the music,” says soprano Janet Williams, a 
Merola classmate from that summer who went on to an 
international career and now teaches at the Hochschule 
für Musik in Berlin. “He’s one of my favorite memories of 
the Merola program,” she says, describing the young 
Morash as “serious, but fun.”  

Music was fun for Morash from the beginning. At three 
or four he was picking out melodies on the piano by ear, 
emulating his mother, who played favorites and accom-
panied sing-alongs as a regular part of the family’s 
vibrant social life.  

Mark Morash as a Merola Opera Program Apprentice Coach, 1987 Mark Morash coaching Adler Fellow Ashley Dixon

M A T T H E W  W A S H B U R NA L I C E  C U N N I N G H A M
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“As a child,” Morash says, “I was not the kid practicing 
two hours every day, but I probably played that much or 
more lots of days, for enjoyment.” Soon he was in 
demand, playing in churches and for the community. 

Playing by ear is more than a parlor trick. It’s a core 
skill for someone who must enhance a perhaps antiseptic 
piano score into something that the singers will recognize 
when they perform with the more sonorous orchestra. 

Playing violin in the Nova Scotia Youth Orchestra was 
Morash’s invitation to that world of sound. It also intro-
duced him to “the first real musician I ever met,” a Czech 
violinist named Jan Wicha, who had settled in Canada 
after fleeing the Prague Spring. 

Those early years of precocity left their mark. Morash is 
comfortable in front of an audience, possessing his own 
brand of warm-hearted stage charisma and a tasteful show-
manship. At a recent recital of Adler Fellows Mary Evelyn 
Hangley and Christopher Oglesby, he gives a short but grip-
ping introduction to Britten’s “Still Falls the Rain,” describing 
the Blitz to evoke a vivid wartime mood. “I wanted to drop 
everybody in it,” he tells me later, “to be ready at the down-
beat.” For the brief instrumental outro of Fauré’s “En Sour-
dine,” Morash’s light touch allows the beauty of the music to 
sneak up on the audience, much like the surprising, noctur-
nal song of the nightingale just mentioned in the lyric. 

When I arrived at his studio for our first meeting, Morash 
is quick to say he cannot imagine what I will find to say 
about him. His comment is something more than humility. 
It is recognition that perhaps the most significant and last-
ing impact he will have on the art form he so cherishes, is 
not the man himself, but rather his influence on the musical 
minds of countless singers and colleagues. It is an artistic 
sensibility which once passed on, will be manifest in opera 
houses the world over for generations to come. 

On that fateful moment when Merola died at the 
podium, the aria being sung was “Un bel di” from Madama 
Butterfly. The exact line was “Io senza dar risposta me ne 
starò nascosta.” I give no answer, but remain hidden. Like 
his foot moving swiftly under the piano, or the hours upon 
hours of preparation and encouragement he pours upon 
the stars of tomorrow, Morash’s contribution to the opera 
is made mostly in modest rooms, and in micro-install-
ments, his quotidian importance vanishing almost magi-
cally as others take the curtain call. Perhaps in the end, an 
essential artist like Morash is as the nightingale: at the 
moment of greatest glory, he remains hidden.   

Lisa Houston is a feature contributor to Classical Singer 
magazine and San Francisco Classical Voice, and the founder 
of SingerSpirit.com, a website for singers.

Mark Morash with Opera Center Director, Sheri Greenawald

M A T T H E W  W A S H B U R N
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Soprano  
M A R Y  E V E L Y N  
H A N G L E Y  
Long Beach, New York 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund  
for Emerging Artists

2019 ADLER FELLOWS

Baritone  
S E O K J O N G  B A E K  
Jeon-Ju, South Korea 
First-year Adler

Coach & Pianist  
K S E N I I A  
P O L S T I A N K I N A  
B A R R A D  
Kyiv, Ukraine 
First-year Adler

Coach & Pianist  
C É S A R  C A Ñ Ó N  
Bogotá, Colombia 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 
Foundation

Tenor  
Z H E N G Y I  B A I  
Linyi, Shandong, China 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Felipe R. Santiago &  
Barry T. Joseph

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A ’ S  A R T I S T S - I N - R E S I D E N C E  

Founded in 1977 as the San Francisco Affiliate Artists Opera program, Adler 
Fellowships are two-year performance-oriented residencies for classical music’s 
most promising young artists. Now in its 42nd year, this internationally-acclaimed 
training program has launched the careers of many of the artists working on and off 
stage this season. We are grateful to all of our Adler Sponsors for their support, 
received from April 11, 2018 through May 1, 2019. For more information on 
sponsorship opportunities and Adler events, please call (415) 565-3216 or visit our 
website at: sfopera.com/FriendsoftheAdlers. 

Soprano 
N A T A L I E  I M A G E  
Tsawwassen, Canada 
Second-year Adler  
Sponsored by  
James A. Heagy, 
In memory of Jayne Heagy; 
Teresa & Mark Medearis; 
Neil & Elsa Pering

Countertenor 
A R Y E H  N U S S B A U M  
C O H E N  
Brooklyn, New York 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Karen J. Kubin; Anonymous

Tenor 
C H R I S T O P H E R  
O G L E S B Y  
Woodstock, Georgia 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Peggy & Boyce Nute

Mezzo-soprano  
S I M O N E  M C I N T O S H  
Vancouver, Canada 
First-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth

A D L E R  P R O G R A M  
S P O N S O R S  
Robert* & Julie Dickson 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
Al Garren Fund 
The Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation 
Barbara K. Jackson* 
Drs. Corazon & Martin Sanders 
 

A D L E R  A F F I L I A T E  
S P O N S O R S  
Brigid S. Barton 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Anne Gray 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Sheila Wishek 
Anonymous 
 

A D L E R  P R O G R A M   
E N D O W M E N T  G I F T S   
Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund 
William Randolph Hearst Young Artist Fund 
The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &  

Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund  

for Emerging Artists 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston* 
 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  A D L E R S  
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 
Chris & Jennifer Brahm 
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation 
Janet & Lloyd Cluff 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Mrs. Denise Cutler 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Barbara J. Dwyer 
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 
Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler 
Barbara B. Friede 
Donald E. & Patricia D. Frischmann 
Bernice E. Greene 
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Dr. H. Nona Hungate 
Fred Karren 
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & David D. Stein 
Victoria Kirby 
Ms. Katharine Lange 
Mr. John E. Lee 
Sylvia R. Lindsey 
Bernice Lindstrom,  

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Betty Maddux, in memory of Ed Koester 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA & Joe Losch 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Bill Medigovich 
James R. Meehan 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller 
Mr. Robert B. Mison 
Mr. D. G. Mitchell 
Rene & Don Morgan 
Alice Ames Morison & Dr. Oakley Hewitt 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
Paul Nordine 
Dennis Otto & Robert Meadows 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Barbara J. Ross 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
San Francisco Opera Guild/ 

East Bay Chapter 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Barbara Moller Ward 
Carol A. Weitz 
Judith B. Workman 
Lev & Tatyana Yurovsky 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
Anonymous (4) 
 * deceased

Mezzo-soprano  
A S H L E Y  D I X O N  
Peachtree City, GA 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Helen Berggruen; Lucia Bogatay &  
Thomas D. Wickens*;  
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 
Foundation

Tenor 
C H R I S T O P H E R  
C O L M E N E R O  
Burlington, Vermont 
First-year Adler

Bass-baritone 
C H R I S T I A N  P U R S E L L  
Santa Cruz, CA 
Second-year Adler 
Sponsored by  
Mrs. James K. McWilliams; 
Ronald D. Morrison
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BRAVO! CLUB
Connect with a group of dedicated and dynamic  
young professionals and access special ticket offers,  
behind-the-scenes events, cocktail parties, networking 
opportunities and more throughout the season. 

J O I N  T O D A Y  A T  S F O P E R A . C O M / B R A V O

ORPHEUS
Invest in the future of opera.  Join a 
passionate community of supporters, 
and enjoy exclusive insider events and a 
complimentary BRAVO! CLUB membership. 

B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R  A T 
S F O P E R A . C O M / O R P H E U S

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS

A T

Meet other young opera lovers and deepen 
your involvement with San Francisco Opera 

by joining one of our young professional groups.

R E S T R I C T I O N S  A P P LY.  P H O T O S :  D R E W  A LT I Z E R

http://sfopera.com/orpheus
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Custom solutions for better living
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JOHN A. & CYNTHIA FRY GUNN
S P O N S O R  S P OT L I G H T

Once again, the unprecedented generosity of 
Cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for a 
dazzling season at San Francisco Opera. 

Since 2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the 
couple has underwritten numerous productions and 
provided exceptional support for many of the company’s 
innovative endeavors.  

In September 2008, the Gunns made a historic 
commitment—believed to be the largest gift ever made by 
individuals to an American opera company—to help fund 
the signature projects of General Director David Gockley, 
including new operas and productions, multimedia 
projects, and outreach programs, and have proudly 
continued that support for General Director Matthew 
Shilvock. This season, the Gunns’ inspired generosity is 
helping make possible four productions—Cavalleria 
Rusticana/Pagliacci, the company’s new production of 
Tosca, It’s a Wonderful Life, and Rusalka. The Gunns hope 
that their support inspires others to give. John comments, 
“Opera is a dynamic art form and all of us play a role in 
keeping it vital. We must expand our repertoire and our 
audiences and strive for financial flexibility. And we depend 
on donors to keep opera alive.”  

John is the former chairman and CEO of Dodge & Cox 
Investment Managers. He joined the firm in 1972, the year 
he received his MBA from Stanford Business School and 
married Cynthia, who graduated from Stanford with an 
A.B. in political science in 1970. Early in her career, 
Cynthia was the editor and director of The Portable 
Stanford book series for ten years. She edited 
twenty-eight books by Stanford professors on a vast array 
of topics, including Economic Policy Beyond the Headlines 
by George Shultz and Ken Dam. In addition to their 
support of San Francisco Opera, the Gunns are active 
members of the community. John chairs the advisory 
board for the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy 
Research, is Vice Chairman of the Board of Stanford 
Hospital Care and is a former trustee of Stanford 
University. Cynthia currently serves as an overseer of 
Stanford’s Hoover Institution and a trustee of the San 
Francisco Fine Arts Museums and has been a member of 
the advisory board of Family and Children Services and 
the board of the Lucile Packard Foundation for Children’s 
Health. Opera lovers are grateful to Cynthia and John and 
applaud their commitment to keeping San Francisco 
Opera a leading-edge company.

TERRENCE MCCARTHY
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Opening Nights Sponsor 

855-674-5401
fourseasons.com/santafe

santafeopera.org 
800-280-4654
Photo by Wendy McEahern

Lead Hotel Partner 

800-378-7946
druryplazasantafe.com

LA BOHÈME
Giacomo Puccini

THE PEARL FISHERS
Georges Bizet

COSÌ FAN TUTTE
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

JENŮFA
Leoš Janáček

World Premiere 

THE THIRTEENTH CHILD
Music  Poul Ruders 
Libretto  Becky and David Starobin

JUNE 28 – AUGUST 2463RD SEASON

E X P E R I E N C E  
T H E  E N C H A N T M E N T
L I V E

THE SANTA FE OPERA
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
Carol Franc Buck (Production Sponsor, Rusalka) 
Carol Franc Buck has generously supported the arts for more than thirty years as a 
benefactor and a patron, and she claims her love of opera as the impetus for a commitment 
to the arts. With a mission to support the visual and performing arts in the western region 
of the country, the Carol Franc Buck Foundation was created in 1979, providing major 
underwriting and production grants to the opera companies of San Francisco, Houston, 
Portland, Nevada, and Arizona, as well as many others. She is the youngest child of Frank 
and Eva Buck, a well-known agricultural, entrepreneurial, and political family in California 
history, from whom she learned the values associated with contributing to and working in 
one’s community. Born in San Francisco, Ms. Buck grew up in and around Vacaville at a 
time when it was a small rural ranching area. She attended Stanford University, graduating 
cum laude with a degree in history. She has served as the president of the Carol Franc Buck 

Foundation since its inception, was an original director of the Frank and Eva Buck Foundation, and has served as a 
director of the Buck Center on Aging in Marin county, CA. She has also been a board member of San Francisco Opera 
since 1981. Ms. Buck has one son, Christian P. Erdman, also a trustee of the Nevada-based Foundation, who resides in 
Wyoming with his wife, Jacqui and daughter Mackenzie. Ms. Buck places value on the arts that flourish from her 
unwavering commitment: “The support that we have been able to give has absolutely enriched my life.” 
 
 
Bernard and Barbro Osher (Production Sponsor, Orlando)  
A native of Maine, Bernard Osher became involved with San Francisco Opera as a 
subscriber 50 years ago, shortly after moving here from New York. He and his wife 
Barbro, a native of Sweden, have supported every aspect of the Company’s work, 
from artist appearances to production facilities. Established in 1977, The Bernard 
Osher Foundation has funded virtually every major arts organization in the area, 
including youth programs. Higher education initiatives include scholarships for 
community college students in California and Maine and for baccalaureate students 
at universities in every state and the District of Columbia; Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institutes serving seasoned adults on 123 campuses nationwide; and Osher Centers 
for Integrative Medicine at six of the nation’s leading medical schools and at the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. Bernard is a longstanding member of the 
Opera’s Board of Directors, serving on the Chairman’s Council. Barbro is Honorary 
Consul General of Sweden for California and serves as Chairman of the Board of the 
Osher Foundation. 
 DREW ALTIZER

Devo Summer 2019.qxp_Development  5/15/19  5:35 PM  Page 4

30   SFOPERA.COM



F R O M  D R E S S  R E H E A R S A L S  A N D  P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N S  W I T H 
A R T I S T S  T O  B A C K S T A G E  T O U R S  A N D  M O R E ,  T A K E  P A R T  I N  U N I Q U E 
E X P E R I E N C E S  W H I L E  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  A R T  F O R M  Y O U  L O V E . 

Your gift helps deliver thrilling productions, immersive education experiences, vital  
training for the next generation of opera stars, free community events and so much more.

D O U B L E  Y O U R  I M P A C T !  
Thanks to a generous matching grant from Ann and Gordon Getty, all new  
and increased gifts received before July 31 will be matched dollar-for-dollar!  
Visit sfopera.com/donate or call (415) 565-3212.

LY R I C  O P E R A  O F  C H I C A G O  P R O D U C T I O N  O F  R U S A L K A / T O D D  R O S E N B E R G  P H O T O G R A P H Y,  I N C

BE PART 
OF THE 
MAGIC

http://sfopera.com/donate


W E  I N V I T E  Y O U  T O  J O I N  U S  A S
C R E A T I V E  P A R T N E R S  I N  A  T H R I L L I N G
F U T U R E  F O R  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A .

The Producers Circle is an exciting group of six-fi gure philanthropists
who are making possible transformative artistry at San Francisco Opera.
Be connected to the artistic and production worlds of the Company in
uniquely immersive ways. Experience behind-the-scenes processes unfold
as operas move from conception to reality, and be a part of the creative
vitality of the Company. As a member of the Producers Circle, you will
further the extraordinary tradition of excellence that is San Francisco Opera, 
bring visionary works of humanity to life and enter into a life-changing
artistic partnership. 

B E  P A R T  O F  T H E  J O U R N E Y ! 
For more information on this transformational giving opportunity, 
please visit sfopera.com/producerscircle or contact:
Deborah Banks at (415) 551-6345 or dbanks@sfopera.com

BE A PART
OF THE
PRODUCERS
CIRCLE

P H O T O  B Y  E D  A N D E R S O N

http://sfopera.com/producerscircle


Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem / Emerging Stars Fund and Conductors 
Fund (Sponsor, James Gaffigan and J’Nai Bridges in Carmen, Sasha Cooke and 
Christina Gansch in Orlando and Rachel Willis-Sørensen in Rusalka)  
After a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan and Europe, the creation 
of Clos Pegase Winery in California’s Napa Valley, and his art collection, Jan Shrem, 
in joyous partnership with his wife Maria Manetti Shrem, is bringing his focus and 
affection to philanthropic causes that advance education and the performing and 
visual arts. Though they grew up half-a-world apart, Jan and Maria both developed a 
love of opera at a young age. While their lives led them each around the globe, their 
individual passions eventually led them to San Francisco Opera and to each other. As 
Company Sponsors for nearly a decade, Jan and Maria have established four 
generous funds. The Conductors Fund helps ensure the continued appearances of 
noted Italian conductors in the orchestra pit. The Great Interpreters of Italian Opera 
Fund helps bring today’s most compelling artists in Italian repertoire to San 
Francisco Opera, the Emerging Stars Fund supports the Company in showcasing exciting rising young stars on our stage 
throughout the season, and the Luminaries Concert Fund enables San Francisco Opera to bring legendary artists to the 
stage for special events and performances, beginning with Plácido Domingo in Concert this year. 
 
 

Joan and David Traitel/Great Singers Fund (Production Sponsor, Orlando/ 
Sponsor, Matthew Polenzani in Carmen and Brandon Jovanovich in Rusalka)  
“Without great singers, opera is not all it could be,” says San Francisco Opera 
board member Joan Traitel. “That’s why my husband and I approached David 
Gockley with the idea of creating a special way of supporting singers exclusively.” 
The result was the Great Singers Fund, launched by the Traitels in 2008 to 
provide San Francisco Opera with enhanced support to attract the world’s best 
singers. Joan, a member of the Opera’s board of directors since 1998, and her 
husband David were production sponsors for several years before founding the 
Great Singers Fund. “The Fund makes a difference in the quality of opera in San 
Francisco,” Joan explains. “We are thrilled to sponsor Matthew Polenzani and 
Brandon Jovanovich. I hope people see the relationship between the Great 
Singers Fund and this season’s fantastic lineup. Your support truly can make a 
difference! These amazing artists make an evening special, and at the end you 
walk away happy.” 

 

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

DREW ALTIZER

DREW ALTIZER
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M AX  W E I N B E R G

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Drummer and Real Estate Investor
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2019 REPERTORY
C A R M E N  
Georges Bizet 

June 5, 11, 14, 20, 23, 26, 29 

Production made possible, in part, by United Airlines. 

 

 

O R L A N D O  
George Frideric Handel 

June 9, 15, 18, 21, 27 

Production made possible, in part, by Bernard & Barbro Osher  

and Joan & David Traitel 

 

 

R U S A L K A  
Antonín Dvořák 

June 16, 19, 22, 25, 28 

Production made possible, in part, by  

The Carol Franc Buck Foundation, John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn,  

and Chevron. 

 

 

R O M E O  A N D  J U L I E T  
Charles Gounod 

September 6, 13, 18, 21, 24, 29; October 1 

Production made possible, in part, by 

Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor, Diane B. Wilsey.  

Additional support is provided by John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn  

and the Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund.  

 

 

B I L L Y  B U D D  
Benjamin Britten 

September 7, 12, 15, 17, 20, 22 

Production made possible, in part, by  

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn and Bernard & Barbro Osher. 

 

 

P L Á C I D O  D O M I N G O  
A Special 50th Anniversary Concert 

Sunday, October 6 

Major support provided by  

Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem Luminaries Concert Fund. 

 

 

T H E  M A R R I A G E  O F  F I G A R O  
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

October 11, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, 27; November 1 

Production made possible, in part, by  

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, the Koret Foundation,  

the Thomas Tilton Production Fund, 

and the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions. 

 

 

M A N O N  L E S C A U T  
Giacomo Puccini 

November 8, 13, 16, 20, 24, 26 

Production made possible, in part, by  

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn, Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson, 

the Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund, 

Bernard & Barbro Osher, and Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem. 

 

 

H A N S E L  A N D  G R E T E L  
Engelbert Humperdinck 

November 15, 17, 21, 23, 30; December 1, 3, 7 

Production made possible, in part, by San Francisco Opera Guild  

and the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions. 

 

Major support also provided by 

The Conductors Fund, the Emerging Stars Fund, and  

the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund,  

all established by Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem.  

The Great Singers Fund, established by Joan & David Traitel. 

 

 

C O M P A N Y  S P O N S O R S  

The Dolby Family 

Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Ann & Gordon Getty 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 

Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 

Franklin & Catherine Johnson 

Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund 

Steven M. Menzies 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 

Dianne & Tad Taube 

Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds 

Diane B. Wilsey 

Barbara A. Wolfe 
 
 
S E A S O N  S P O N S O R C O R P O R A T E  P A R T N E R S

All performances feature English supertitles.  

Repertory, casts, dates, and ticket pricing are subject to change. 
 
 
B O X  O F F I C E  ( 4 1 5 )  8 6 4 - 3 3 3 0   •   S F O P E R A . C O M

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant  

from Grants for the Arts.  

Repertory Summer 2019.qxp_Repertoire  5/15/19  5:31 PM  Page 1

encorespotlight.com   35



Work with a Top Producer & 
the Animal Lover’s Realtor®
I will donate $500 from every transaction 
to a pet rescue of your choice.

Duncan Wheeler Realtor®
Top-Producer 2005–2018, MBA
Top Agent 1% San Francisco
—
415.279.5127
duncan.wheeler@compass.com
DRE 01385168

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed 
by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771.  

Representing buyers, 
sellers and investors from 
residential to commercial. 
Give me a call today on 
415.279.5127

https://www.duncanwheeler.com/contact


A N T O N Í N  D V O Ř Á K  

RUSALKA 
 

 

 

 

 
This production is made possible, in part, by  

The Carol Franc Buck Foundation, Louise Gund,  

John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn, and Chevron. 

Ms. Willis-Sørensen’s appearance is made possible by  

the Jan Shrem and Maria Manetti Shrem Emerging Stars Fund.  

Mr. Jovanovich’s appearance is made possible by  

a gift to the Great Singers Fund by Joan and David Traitel. 

Ms. Kim’s appearance is made possible, in part, by  

Denise Littlefield Sobel. 

Additional funding is provided by Mr. and Mrs. Noel Fenton,  

Stephen and Choongja Kahng, Jack Klingelhofer, Ruth Quigley,  

and Chandra and Michael Rudd. 

B R I D G E M A N  A R T  L I B R A R Y
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A C T  I  
Wood nymphs are playing in a forest on a moonlit night. 
They call the water goblin, Vodník, who is the father of 
Rusalka. He emerges and tries to pull the wood nymphs to 
the bottom of the lake. They escape and tease him before 
running off. Rusalka, a water nymph, rises from the water 
and tells her father of her deep unhappiness. She is drawn 
to the Prince who swims in the lake. She longs to be 
human, to possess a soul and to experience love. Vodník is 
horrified, but reluctantly advises her to seek the help of 
Ježibaba, the forest witch. 

Rusalka appeals to the moon, begging to know where 
her beloved may be. Gathering her courage, Rusalka calls 
to Ježibaba and begs her help. The witch presents two 
conditions before agreeing to the deal. Rusalka must give 
up her power of speech, and if she fails to gain love, she 
may never return to the water. Rusalka agrees, and 
Ježibaba brews her a potion.  

Dawn breaks and the Prince appears pursuing a white 
doe. He is drawn to the lake and Rusalka, now human, 
instantly captivates him. He woos her, but she cannot 
reply. Hearing her sisters lamenting her absence, she is 
frightened and throws herself into the arms of the Prince. 
He leads her out of the forest.  
 
 
 
 

A C T  I I  
At the castle the Gamekeeper and Kitchen Boy gossip 
about the upcoming marriage of the Prince to a strange, 
speechless maiden. They suspect witchcraft and are glad 
to hear that the Prince’s interest in the girl is waning. A 
Foreign Princess, who is a guest at the castle, is winning 
his attention. 

Rusalka and the Prince enter. He wonders why his 
passion frightens her, and he finds her embrace cold. The 
Foreign Princess observes them imperiously and then 
speaks seductively to the Prince. Rusalka cannot compete 
with this worldly woman. 

Outside the palace, Vodník laments Rusalka’s un -
happiness. When Rusalka sees Vodník, she tells him of her 
despair. At the end of the evening, the Prince rejects 
Rusalka. Vodník appears and curses the Prince, and as the 
Prince begs the Princess for help, she cruelly laughs and 
advises him to follow his bride into hell. 

S Y N O P S I S

RUSALKA

First performance: Prague, National Theatre;  

March 31, 1901 

First performance in the United States:  

Chicago, Sokol Hall, concert version; March 17, 1935 

San Diego Opera, first professional staging; December 3, 1975 

First San Francisco Opera performance:  

November 26, 1995; for complete information, visit 

archive.sfopera.com  

Orchestra: 2 flutes and 1 piccolo, 2 oboes and 1 English horn,  

2 clarinets and 1 bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, 4 horns,  

2 trumpets, 2 trombones and 1 bass trombone, 1 tuba,  

1 timpani, 3 percussion, 1 harp, 40 strings (12 first violins,  

9 second violins, 7 violas, 7 cellos, 5 basses); 66 total 

Backstage: 1 horn 

Personnel: 11 principals, 43 chorus, 8 dancers,  

6 supernumeraries; 68 total

A C T  I I I  
Alone and condemned, Rusalka returns to the lake. 
Ježibaba arrives and suggests she can be saved by killing 
the Prince. Rusalka refuses and so must wander the 
forest, a will-o’-the-wisp, luring men to their deaths with 
her kiss. 

The Gamekeeper and Kitchen Boy come to ask Ježibaba 
for advice about the Prince. He has fallen ill under a 
strange spell. They suspect Rusalka. Vodník emerges, 
swearing revenge for his daughter. He catches the Kitchen 
Boy, the Gamekeeper runs away in fear, and Ježibaba 
laughs at the stupidity of humankind. The Prince 
frantically searches the forest for Rusalka. When she 
appears to him, she asks why he betrayed her, but his only 
desire is for her kiss. She finally gives him what he 
desires, and as the Prince dies, Rusalka asks God to have 
mercy on his soul. She vanishes.
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Opera in three acts by Antonín Dvořák 
Libretto by Jaroslav Kvapil 

Based on the fairy tales of Karel Jaromír Erben and Božena Nĕmcová 

Presented by arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.,  

agent for DILIA—Theatrical, Literary and Audiovisual Agency, Association of Authors 

 

RUSALKA 
(Sung in Czech with English supertitles)

Conductor 

Eun Sun Kim* 

Production 

David McVicar 

Revival Stage Director 

Leah Hausman 

Choreographer 

Andrew George 

Set Designer 

John Macfarlane 

Costume Designer 

Moritz Junge 

Lighting Designer 

David Finn 

Chorus Director 

Ian Robertson 

Assistant Conductor 

Robert Mollicone 

Musical Preparation 

Bryndon Hassman  

Tamara Sanikidze  

Sahar Nouri*  

John Churchwell 

Fabrizio Corona 

Diction 

Radoslava Biancalana 

Supertitles 

Christopher Bergen 

Assistant Director 

Morgan Robinson 

Stage Manager 

Darin Burnett 

Assistant Stage Managers 

Jessica Barker  

Andrew Landis 

Anna Reetz  

Jennifer Harber 

Dance Master 

Lawrence Pech 

Fight Director 

Dave Maier 

Costume Supervisor 

Galen Till 

Wig and Makeup 

Jeanna Parham 

Lyric Opera of Chicago production 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2019 • 2 PM 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 • 7:30 PM 

SATURDAY, JUNE 22 • 7:30 PM 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25 • 7:30 PM 

FRIDAY, JUNE 28 • 7:30 PM

C A S T  
(in order of appearance) 

  

                                      First Wood Nymph           Natalie Image† 

                                 Second Wood Nymph           Simone McIntosh*† 

                                     Third Wood Nymph           Ashley Dixon† 

                                 Vodník (Water Goblin)           Kristinn Sigmundsson 

                                                         Rusalka           Rachel Willis-Sørensen  

                                                       Ježibaba           Jamie Barton 

                                                           Hunter           Andrew Manea 

                                                                  Prince           Brandon Jovanovich 

                                                 Gamekeeper           Philip Horst 

                                                  Kitchen Boy           Laura Krumm 

                                          Foreign Princess           Sarah Cambidge 

                                                 Solo Dancers           Rachel Speidel Little 

Christopher Nachtrab*  

Water nymphs, the Prince’s entourage, wedding guests; Corps Dancers  

 

* San Francisco Opera debut   † Current Adler Fellow 

 

TIME AND PLACE: Once upon a time 

 

ACT I: A meadow by the edge of a lake 

 

—INTERMISSION— 

 

ACT II: A garden near the castle 

 

—INTERMISSION— 

 

ACT III: The meadow 
 

 
The performance will last approximately three hours and forty minutes. 

Latecomers may not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.  

Patrons who leave during the performance may not be re-seated until intermission.  

The use of cameras, cell phones, and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.  

Please turn off and refrain from using all electronic devices. 
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composers fell into two camps—traditionalists (like 
Brahms) who wrote so-called “absolute” music in conven-
tional genres, and radicals (like Liszt and Richard Strauss) 
who saw themselves as musical storytellers, and who pro-
duced tone poems that illustrated underlying programs. 
Dvořák had always been a reliable member of the first 
camp. In fact it had been Brahms, impressed years before 
by the impoverished young Czech’s sober approach to 
composition, who championed him and helped him gain 
traction. But in 1896, the 55-year-old Dvořák had recently 
returned from a sojourn in America, where homesickness 
intensified his already consuming love for his native 
country. In the literary ballads of the folklorist Karel 
Jaromír Erben, Dvořák found his affection for the 
Bohemian countryside echoed and the Czech essence dis-

Having reached his late fifties, Antonín Dvořák 
refused to be the kind of aging man that 
William Butler Yeats would lament as “a paltry 

thing, a tattered coat upon a stick.” Like Yeats, Dvořák knew 
time could condemn anyone to irrelevance. And, like Yeats, 
he understood that the spirit calcifies “unless soul clap its 
hands and sing, and louder sing for every tatter in its mortal 
dress.” So now, with a 30-year career behind him and 
having won a following that spanned the Atlantic, Dvořák 
determined to embrace an even broader audience, shifting 
his creative focus from symphonies and chamber music to 
opera. That new focus would be his way of clapping his 
hands, singing, and doing what he did best.  

In that late-19th-century world of European music, 

Undine by Friederich de la Motte Fouqué, illustrated by 
Arthur Rackham (1867—1939)

FINDING 
THE  

WAY TO  
RUSALKA 

B Y  L A R R Y  R O T H E  

L E B R E C H T  A U T H O R S / B R I D G E M A N  I M A G E S  
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tilled. Four Erben ballads inspired him to compose the 
first tone poems he had ever written. Those works—The 
Water Goblin, The Noon Witch, The Golden Spinning Wheel, 
and The Wild Dove—are Czech folklore in music. The 
flesh-and-blood titles seemed to belong to another 
composer, not one whose catalog was filled with entries 
as abstract as Symphony in D Major or String Quartet in  
F Major. Something had changed.  

No one but Dvořák could have produced those tone 
poems. What changed was his attitude. He came to accept 
the value of musical storytelling—a new way to extend his 
audience and fulfill what he believed was his mission. 
Dvořák treated his genius as an endowment from heaven. 
(Reading the phrase “Thanks be to God!” at the end of his 
manuscripts, you practically hear him sigh: one more work 
he’d been granted time and capacity to complete.) Although 
he never would have described his relationship with his 
maker as a partnership, he understood he possessed the 
power to embellish God’s world, and that, with his talent, he 
could unlock a listener’s sense of inner grandeur, offer a 
nudge toward the vistas that music is uniquely equipped to 
reveal. Perhaps Dvořák experienced a late-life revelation as 
did Tolstoy, whose taste for increasingly simple art led him 
to condemn Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and renounce his 
own earlier writing, including War and Peace and Anna 
Karenina. While Dvořák never went that far, never turned 
his back on music he had already composed, he shared the 
Russian’s eagerness to broaden his appeal. 

But Tolstoy was a grouch. Dvořák was a mensch. His 
disposition seemed to improve with the years. “Dvořák 
emanated some kind of rare affability,” said another 
Czech composer, Bohuslav Martinů, “a sense of humanity 
and well-being. If anyone expressed a healthy and joyful 
attitude to life, it was him.”  

Hungry for work and a steward of his gifts, Dvořák now 
engaged with one more genre. As he told a reporter for a 
Vienna newspaper in 1904: “I wanted to devote all my 
powers, for as long as the dear Lord gives me health, to 
the creation of opera. This is not, however, because of a 
yearning for glory as far as the stage is concerned, but 
simply for the reason that I consider opera to be the most 
suitable form for the people. The broad masses listen to 
this music, and very frequently….” A symphony, he said, 
could take forever to reach them. Writing symphonies 
interested him no longer.  

Dvořák knew what made opera work. Early on, as vio-
list in the orchestra at Prague’s National Theatre, he 
learned about the stage. By 1901, when Rusalka was pre-
miered, he had already written eight operas, although 

none had attracted much interest outside Bohemia. 
Rusalka changed that. It brought him his biggest theatrical 
triumph, at home and abroad. In Rusalka, Dvořák’s opera 
ambition coincided with his love of legend.  

He found his libretto by accident. Jaroslav Kvapil was a 
Czech dramatist almost 30 years Dvořák’s junior. In 1900, 
he completed a libretto commissioned by Josef Jiránek, a 
composer about whom virtually nothing is known today. 
Nothing much was known of him then, either, and that 
was Kvapil’s problem. He believed his Rusalka was too 
good a piece for Jiránek. So he began shopping his libretto 
around. (We can assume he accepted no payment from 
Jiránek since no legal issues appear to have arisen.) But 
while he wanted to pair his work with a better composer, 
he now failed to aim high enough. Never imagining some-
one of Dvořák’s stature would be interested, he offered 
the libretto to Oskar Nedbal, Josef Bohuslav Foerster, 
Karel Kovarovic, and Josef Suk. Busy with other projects, 
they each turned him down. Then he spotted an ad placed 
by the National Theatre. The great Dvořák was looking for 
a libretto. Kvapil took a chance. When Dvořák saw what 
the young man had written, he was sold. 

Kvapil created Rusalka from several sources—mainly 
Hans Christian Anderson’s The Little Mermaid, but also 
Undine by the German writer Friedrich de la Motte 
Fouqué. With their aquatic settings and fantastic 
characters, these stories provided material that Kvapil 
framed as a folk tale, meshing with Dvořák’s current 
passion. Kvapil claimed he had emulated the spirit of Karel 
Jaromír Erben’s ballads and guessed that his Erbenesque 
tone may have “captured Dvořák’s imagination more than 
the libretto itself.” The libretto indeed reveals few 
particularly Slavic elements beyond the names in the 
dramatis personae (although the witch Ježibaba will 
reappear in operas by another Czech composer, morphing 
into one of Janáček’s mean-spirited village crones). 
Dvořák’s music is what makes this opera Czech.  

Whether it was the story Kvapil told or the tone he 
adopted, his libretto touched Dvořák. Awful librettos have 
derailed many operas. Too often, mediocre literary talents 
imagine music will complete what their imaginations 
could not. Dvořák had seen his earlier operas doomed by 
weak librettos. In Rusalka he found a captivating story—a 
human story, presented as a fairy tale. 

Rusalka’s humanness resides in its complexities. The 
water sprite Rusalka faces one of those dilemmas that can 
trigger madness. She must become human if she has any 
hope of approaching the man she loves. But the witchcraft 
that can transform her will cost her the power of speech, 
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ensuring she will never be able to com-
municate her love. No one here lives hap-
pily ever after.  

For all its folkloric appeal, Kvapil’s 
libretto is distinctively fin de siècle, though 
Dvořák’s straightforward style, developed 
in the very different world of earlier times, 
never feels at odds with the action. The 
composer seems unbothered by a some-
times blurry plot with the potential to 
encourage considerable interpretive lee-
way. While Debussy would have relished 
the mystery and symbolism—Pelléas pre-
miered exactly a year later—Dvořák folded 
these into the musical context of Slavic legend. We hear 
the bardic harp as Rusalka is introduced, and again as the 
Prince meets her. We hear melodies inspired by Czech folk 
tunes and dances. Kvapil dwells on images of the moon, 
whose mysterious light radiates throughout a world 
fraught with the dangers of wished-for enchantment. 
Early on, Dvořák offers his most beguiling music as 
Rusalka implores the moon to enrapture the Prince, bind-
ing him to her with its glow. This gorgeous aria is kin to 
Rusalka’s motif, the first identifiable theme we hear, 
moments into the prelude. That motif returns again and 
again, but no less important is Rusalka’s moon aria, to 
which Dvořák also harkens back at crucial moments. As 
Act I concludes, the Prince, ravished at the sight of the 
water nymph-turned-woman, addresses her—“a golden 
star”—in music whose contours, serenity, and ecstatic har-

monies resonate with traces of her song to 
the moon—spanning the act in that single 
stroke, uniting the earlier moment with 
this moment, just as the lovers’ passion 
unites them. And at the opera’s end, the 
final decrescendo is followed by a brief 
postlude, closing the work with a refer-
ence to the lunar aria.  

Rusalka, a late entry in the annals of 
19th-century musical nationalism, displays 
Dvořák’s trademark melodic abundance 
and rhythmic energy, fusing in what seems 
unforced spontaneity. His speed in com-
pleting Rusalka—late April through late 

November, 1900—suggests that the stories about his work-
ing style are true: that he simply notated the music surging 
from some bottomless inner well. But what we hear, as his 
biographer John Clapham tells us, resulted from methodical 
effort. “A line will take us hours maybe”—Yeats again, 
describing how good poets work—“yet if it does not seem a 
moment’s thought, our stitching and unstitching has been 
naught.” Dvořák knew how much labor genius demands, a 
fact learned over the long haul of his professional life. After 
Rusalka, only three years remained to him. For now, he 
showed no signs of stopping.  

 
Larry Rothe is author of Music for a City, Music for the World 
and co-author of For the Love of Music. He has previously con-
tributed articles to San Francisco Opera Magazine on Leoš 
Janáček and Richard Strauss. 

Prague National Theatre by V. Maly

Jaroslav Kvapil

B R I D G E M A N  I M A G E S

B R I D G E M A N  I M A G E S
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Throughout his American sojourn (1892–1895) as 
director of the National Conservatory of Music 
in New York City, Czech composer Antonín 

Dvořák longed for his native Bohemia and channeled his 
homesickness into some of his most poignant and 
emotionally stirring music, including Symphony No. 9 in 
E minor (From the New World) and “American” string 
quartet. Among his musical jottings from the period was a 
melancholic, four-measure idea intended for a cello 
sonata. The unused melody found expression nearly a 
decade later as the central motive for his new opera, 
Rusalka, which had its premiere on March 31, 1901 at 
Prague’s National Theatre. 

Dvořák’s fairy tale work about a lovelorn water spirit 
and her unattainable prince was an immediate hit in 
Bohemia, but slow to catch on elsewhere. Like many turn-
of-the-century Czech operas, Rusalka’s foreign exposure 
was circumscribed by language barriers, nationalism, and 
the turbulent history of Dvořák’s homeland during the 
twentieth century. It would take generations of artist-
evangelists to secure the opera’s future abroad. 

The successful export of Rusalka seemed, at first, 
assured. Shortly after its premiere Gustav Mahler, director 
of the Vienna Court Opera (1897–1907) and staunch advo-
cate of fellow Bohemian composers, agreed to present 
Rusalka in German translation. The premiere was delayed 
several times and, when Dvořák died in 1904, the opportu-
nity passed; Vienna would not present the opera until 1987. 

Though he failed Rusalka, Mahler’s promotion of 
Bedřich Smetana’s The Bartered Bride—the prototypical 
Czech national opera—was enormously successful. He 
conducted the opera in Hamburg, Vienna, and, in 1909, 
brought it to the Metropolitan Opera in New York. 
Mahler’s rearranged, German-language version of the 
work also became the first Czech opera to be presented 
by San Francisco Opera in 1934. 

Music from Rusalka was first heard in America thanks 
to the creator of the title role, soprano Růžena Maturová. 
In 1903, representatives of the Czech community in 
Chicago invited this reigning diva of Prague’s National 
Theatre to headline a Chicago benefit. Maturová made the 
long journey and sang Czech folk songs and “Song to the 

B Y  J E F F E R Y  S .  M C M I L L A N

Růžena Maturová, the original Rusalka, 1901.

C O U R T E S Y  O F  P R A G U E  N A T I O N A L  T H E A T R E  A R C H I V E S

RUSALKA IN  
THE NEW WORLD  
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Moon” from Rusalka. Before return-
ing to her homeland, she repeated 
her program for another Czech 
community, this time in Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

The opera received an additional 
boost from another Czech soprano, 
Emmy Destinn, who, unlike Matur-
ová, left Bohemia to establish an 
international career. One of the 
Met’s leading pre-WWI artists, Des-
tinn sang “Song to the Moon” at a 
New York concert in 1912 and 
recorded the aria, in German, for the 
Victor record company in 1915. 

Rusalka received its American 
premiere on March 17, 1935, in a 
concert presentation at Chicago’s 
Sokol Hall. Presented to honor the 
85th birthday of Tomáš Masaryk, Czechoslovakia’s first 
president, the performance featured 63-year-old tenor 
Otakar Mařák—nicknamed “the Czech Caruso” in his hey-
day—as the Prince. 

Ten years later, a Detroit opera troupe mounted a fully 
staged Rusalka in English with sets and costumes by inno-
vative designer Richard Rychtarik and members of the 
Detroit Symphony in the pit, but the cast was unremark-
able. In 1950, New York’s Sokol Hall staged a performance 
of Rusalka in Czech with piano accompaniment featuring 
soprano Lidia Bodenova in the title role and her husband, 
Boris, directing. These intrepid, amateur efforts were fol-
lowed in 1955 by a Town Hall concert presentation con-
ducted by Peter Herman Adler (no relation to longtime  
SF Opera General Director Kurt Herbert Adler) about 
which the New York Times commented, “We heard a 
delightful score, done with much sincerity and under-
standing that were contagious.” 

Though Rusalka’s premiere at San Francisco Opera was 
still decades off, the 1960s saw significant engagement 
with Czech opera by the Company. In 1966, Leoš Janáček’s 
Věc Makropulos was given for the first time in the United 
States at the War Memorial Opera House. Jenůfa and 
Kát’a Kabanová followed, also in English translations, in 
1969 and 1977 respectively, with The Cunning Little Vixen 
making its overdue premiere in 2004. 

The Company’s 1980 revival of Jenůfa in Czech starring 
Sena Jurinac and Elisabeth Söderström established a new 
norm of performing these works in their original language. 
With Cold War tensions beginning to thaw in Eastern 

Europe, the late Sir Charles Macker-
ras became a driving force for Czech 
opera in San Francisco during the 
1980s and 1990s. Along with reintro-
ducing Janáček operas in corrected 
editions and with excellent casts, he 
conducted the Company’s first 
Rusalka in 1995. Years later, the 
Company’s lofty standards in the 
Czech repertory were reconfirmed 
in revivals of Věc Makropulos in 2010 
and Jenůfa in 2016, both starring 
Finnish soprano Karita Mattila and 
conducted by the late Czech mae-
stro Jiří Belohlávek. 

As operas by the big three Czech 
composers—Smetana, Dvořák, and 
Janáček—won new audiences in 
America, Rusalka’s success began to 

outpace the others; 1975 was the tipping point. A student 
production was mounted at The Juilliard School with Afri-
can-American mezzo-soprano Florence Quivar as both 
Ježibaba and the Foreign Princess. On the West Coast, the 
University of Southern California staged the opera on cam-
pus and San Diego Opera, with Argentine director Tito 
Capobianco, unveiled arguably the first professional stag-
ing of Dvořák’s work in America. 

Yet more than any artist before her, it was Renée Flem-
ing who popularized Rusalka in America. After performing 
“Song to the Moon” in 1988 at the Met’s National Council 
Winners Concert, the American soprano portrayed the role 
at Seattle Opera (1990), Houston Grand Opera (1991), San 
Francisco Opera (1995), and in four Met revivals (1997, 2004, 
2009, 2014). Her recordings and concert performances of 
the aria helped make it one of opera’s greatest hits. 

Unlike the water nymph who tragically longs for an 
impossible human love in the opera, Rusalka has at last 
won a place in the hearts of humankind and that affection 
extends well beyond the borders of the modern-day 
Czech Republic. Despite nearly 100 years of geo-political 
strife in his homeland, including Austrian rule, a Nazi 
takeover, Russian occupation, and decades of isolation 
behind the Iron Curtain, Dvořák’s touching masterpiece 
has been embraced here in the land that, long ago, pro-
vided him with its spark. Rusalka has come home.  

 
Jeffery S. McMillan is Senior Communications Manager for  
San Francisco Opera. He has written feature articles for Opera 
News and San Francisco Classical Voice. 

Renée Fleming as San Francisco Opera’s 1995 Rusalka

M A R T Y  S O H L
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In Prague today, one may stumble upon streets so 
quiet that you can hear your own voice at a whisper. 
Despite the tourist traps, there are countless places 

where the city retains its intimate atmosphere. Locals are 
constantly on the move, and yet they make time to sit in 
cafés and hang out for hours. Romanesque monuments 
stand aside Art Nouveau buildings, such as the Municipal 
House, and Cubist icons such as Café Orient. Music is 
imprinted on the face of the city thanks to its no fewer than 
three opera houses, along with the many theaters and music 
halls, all of which attest to the city’s lively soundscape. 

I’ve never been to Prague, but San Francisco Opera 
Czech language coach Radoslava Biancalana painted the 
above picture for me while sitting and conversing for 
hours—many miles from a Prague café, but instead at the 
War Memorial Opera House on a sunny, windy afternoon. 

For many of us living far away from our country of ori-
gin, remaining connected to our native culture can be a 
daunting task. How does she keep memories of her favorite 
places fresh? She has found one practical and joyful way to 
keep her culture alive at the San Francisco Opera: “I love 
language coaching because I think I can really be of use to a 
lot of singers, introducing them to the beauty of Czech and 
its rhythm, and simplify it dramatically.” 

Many speakers of English believe that singing in Czech 
will be difficult. Why? “For several reasons. The first one 
is because there are few operatic references in terms of 
sounds, especially considering that until the 1950s, the 
majority of Czech operas in the U.S. were performed in 
English.” I wonder if the tense political climate during the 
Cold War played a role and made Western countries more 
hesitant to perform operas in Czech. Biancalana main-

tains that the issue was rather about a lack of resources: 
“Czech speakers are few in comparison to speakers of 
other major operatic languages; and, among those, even 
fewer are able to coach singers.”  

But there was a crucial factor that eventually made 
operas in Czech more popular—the advent of supertitles: 
“The moment supertitles became available [mid-1980s], 
they represented a revolution because the need to per-
form these operas in an English translation vanished. As a 
result, the nuances and complexities of the entire work 
were lifted off the page. I think that Czech operas suffered 
in translation because they didn’t have the same dramatic 
vigor and rhythm.” Once opera houses and audiences 
started to embrace operas in Czech, Biancalana explains, 
there was no going back: “Singers and audiences became 
comfortable with the language, and opera houses wanted 
to produce these operas in their original versions to 
achieve a high-quality product.  

Biancalana points at yet another reason behind the myth 
of Czech as an extremely difficult language in opera: “It does 
have some peculiar sounds such as Ď and Ř, but many tend 
to group Czech together with other Slavic languages without 
acknowledging crucial differences.” For example, Biancalana 
notes, while in Russian sounds are darker and sit at the back 
of the throat, in Czech they sit forward in the mask—the 
front of our face where the voice resonates the most. For 
this reason, vowels are up front and open.  

“Let’s go over to the blackboard and try to sing,” she sug-
gests. With her guidance, I could quickly pick up the correct 
pronunciation and sing the words she chose. To my surprise, 
it seemed like many sounds—vowels in particular—were 
similar to my native language, Italian. “Yes!” she exclaims, 

Opera librarian Michael Bragg and  
Czech language coach Radoslava Biancalana

M A T T H E W  W A S H B U R N

CZECH, 
please! 

A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  
R A D O S L A V A  B I A N C A L A N A  

B Y  M A R I N A  R O M A N I
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“Czech sits in the same place as Italian does, so Italian speak-
ers have an even easier time than other Romance language 
speakers. And singers are used to producing sounds in Ital-
ian, so they know what to do with their palate and tongue.” 

I’m curious to know what her pedagogic strategy is 
when working with a singer who has never performed in 
Czech. “We start with some basic pronunciation rules—
the usual suspects! The young artists from the Opera 
Center’s Adler Fellows get a crash course that has been 
designed to teach them to read any text that’s put in front 
of them. Czech is easy to pronounce so long as the air 
supply is constantly in motion because it’s a percussive 
language. I’ve heard many singers telling me that once 
they start singing, it’s like being on a treadmill.” 

During our conversation, Biancalana shows me her 
handwritten materials and electronic copies of her coach-
ing notes, allowing me to follow the linguistic journey a 
singer might take. I am in awe at the level of detail: “I collect 
each singer’s linguistic patterns during the first read-
through music rehearsal. Once we have time for one-on-
one coaching, we first work on just speaking the role. Only 
after that, we work with an accompanist and practice 
singing the role so that we can establish the architecture as 
to where the singer is going with each particular phrase.” 

When staging rehearsals for Rusalka begin, she relies on 
written notes only. Each singer will get them electronically, 
following each rehearsal: “By having all the notes organized 
by rehearsals,” she explains, “they have a history of their own 
learning process and are able to study on their own. This is a 
very careful process, and some artists are not accustomed to 
working with a language coach up to opening night. But 
that’s the level of detail we’re looking for.” 

Biancalana’s profound expertise on how to produce spe-
cific sounds in her native language comes from her back-
ground as a musician. She came to the U.S. from the Czech 
Republic to pursue her flute studies at Notre Dame de 
Namur University in Belmont, California, and found herself 

more and more involved in the musical life of the Bay Area: 
“When I started coaching the Adler Fellows, it helped 
tremendously to be a singer and a flutist because I was 
already familiar with the importance of all the elements—
such as the tongue, the mask, how the sound moves 
through your vocal cords.”  

Music has been an integral part of Biancalana’s life since 
her early days: “I was born in Hodonín, near the Austrian 
border, where the play of Jenůfa was written.” At 14, she 
moved to Prague—a city whose history intrigues her: “One 
of the first universities in Europe was founded in Prague. 
And the city became a very popular cultural center at the 
time of Mozart, when a lot of theaters were already public 
so they were not under the patronage of specific families 
that would dictate what they wanted to have composed.”  

It is this intellectual depth and fascination that drives 
Biancalana’s singing and language coaching. And she loves 
her work. “Yes, I do love it. Not only because I get 
immersed in my own culture, but because I can support 
the Rusalka artists identifying with it and using this cul-
tural knowledge to catapult their roles and truly inhabit 
them.” With this type of language training, she hopes 
these singers, when asked in the future if they want to 
perform works by Dvořák, Smetana or Janáček, they will 
say, yes, Czech, please!  

 
Marina Romani (PhD, Italian Studies) is a film and music 
researcher. She holds academic and advising positions at UC 
Berkeley and is a performer of Western classical and Afro-
Caribbean music. She has previously written for San Francisco 
Opera Magazine on Aida, La Bohème and Attila.

Rusalka’s celebrated soprano aria is referred to as “Song to the 

Moon,” but in Czech, the title is “Měsíčku na nebi hlubokém” [Moon up in 

the deep sky (or heavens): nebe=sky, or the heavens, hlubokém=deep]. 

Phrases that may come in handy on your next trip to Prague:

• Check, please. 

Zaplatím, prosím. 

• Which way to the  

National Theatre? 

Kudy k Národnímu Divadlu?  

• I’ll have a coffee, please. 

Dám si kávu, prosím. 

• Where is the bar?  

Kde je bar? 

For further assistance with Czech pronunciation and phrases visit, 
http://www.locallingo.com/czech/phrases/meeting.html

Rusalka piano/vocal score opened to “Song to the Moon”
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EUN SUN KIM
(Seoul, South Korea)
Conductor
Eun Sun Kim makes 
her San Francisco 
Opera debut 
conducting Rusalka. 
Her American 
debut occurred 
in 2017 leading La 

Traviata with Houston Grand Opera and 
was subsequently named the company’s 
principal guest conductor. Her North 
American breakthrough continued in 2018 
with an acclaimed performance of Verdi’s 
Requiem at the Cincinnati May Festival. A 
regular guest conductor at major European 
opera houses, Kim maintains a particularly 
close connection with the Berlin State Opera. 
Other recent highlights include Il Trovatore 
at Royal Danish Opera; Hänsel und Gretel 
at Munich‘s Bavarian State Opera; Madama 
Butterfly at Stuttgart Opera; Carmen at Zurich 
Opera; Rigoletto at Dresden’s Semperoper; 
La Sonnambula at Frankfurt Opera, where 
she has also led Der Graf von Luxembourg, 
Der Fliegende Holländer, and La Bohème; 
and engagements with Cologne Opera, 
the Royal Swedish Opera, and Norwegian 
National Opera. Her international discovery 
came in 2012 with La Bohème at Frankfurt 
Opera, followed by a new production of Die 
Fledermaus with English National Opera, and 
concerts in Nancy, Palermo, Turin, and Bonn. 
Future plans include Salome with Houston 
Grand Opera and her Washington National 
Opera debut leading Die Zauberflöte.

RACHEL WILLIS-
SØRENSEN
(Richland, Washington) 
Rusalka
American soprano 
Rachel Willis-Sørensen 
has won acclaim 
internationally in a vast 
repertoire spanning 
from Donna Anna in 

Don Giovanni to Leonora in Il Trovatore, and 
Elsa in Lohengrin to the Marschallin in Der 
Rosenkavalier. She made her San Francisco 
Opera debut as Eva in Die Meistersinger 
von Nürnberg in 2015 and returns to the 
Company in her role debut as Rusalka. 
Willis-Sørensen began the current season 
with her role and Italian stage debut as 
Leonora at the Teatro Regio di Torino. Her 
season continued in Germany, returning to 
the Bavarian State Opera as Hélène in Les 
Vêpres Siciliennes and Semperoper Dresden 
as Rosalinde in concert performances of 
Die Fledermaus. She also made her stage 
debut in the same role at the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin. She returned to the United States for 
the second half of her season, appearing 
as Donna Anna at the Metropolitan Opera. 

In upcoming seasons, she will take on 
many new roles, including the title role of 
Handel’s Alcina, Violetta Valéry in La Traviata, 
Valentine in Les Huguenots, Elisabetta di 
Valois in Don Carlos, and Marguerite in Faust.

BRANDON 
JOVANOVICH
(Billings, Montana)
Prince
Tenor Brandon 
Jovanovich is sought 
after by the world’s 
finest opera companies 
for his passionate 
stage portrayals of 

leading roles in French, Italian, German, and 
Slavic operas. He made his San Francisco 
Opera debut in 2007 as Lt. B.F. Pinkerton in 
Madama Butterfly and has returned to the 
Company as Luigi in Il Tabarro, Siegmund 
and Froh in the 2011 and 2018 Ring cycles, 
the title role of Lohengrin, Sam Polk in 
Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah, and Walther von 
Stolzing in Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg. In 
the 2018–19 season, Jovanovich sang the 
roles of Enée in David McVicar’s production 
of Les Troyens, Florestan in Fidelio, and the 
Prince in Rusalka at the Vienna State Opera. 
He also sang Dick Johnson in Andreas 
Dresen’s new production of La Fanciulla 
del West at Bavarian State Opera and made 
his title role debut in Parsifal at Deutsche 
Oper Berlin. Highlights of his recent seasons 
include Lohengrin at Deutsche Oper 
Berlin; Siegmund in Die Walküre at Lyric 
Opera of Chicago; Sergei in Lady Macbeth 
of Mtsensk for his Covent Garden debut; 
and Hermann in Pique Dame and Andreas 
Kriegenburg’s new production of Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk at the Salzburg Festival.

KRISTINN 
SIGMUNDSSON
(Reykjavík, Iceland)
Vodník (Water Goblin)
Bass Kristinn 
Sigmundsson made his 
San Francisco Opera 
debut during the 2003 
summer season as 
Méphistophélès in 

La Damnation de Faust and has returned 
on several occasions, including as Baron 
Ochs in Der Rosenkavalier and King Marke 
in Tristan und Isolde. As one of the world’s 
most sought-after basses, Sigmundsson has 
appeared regularly with Opéra National de 
Paris, the Metropolitan Opera, Vienna State 
Opera, Munich’s Bavarian State Opera, and 
Dresden’s Semperoper. His 2018–19 season 
included performances as Dansker in Billy 
Budd with the Norwegian National Opera, 
and the Commendatore in Don Giovanni 
and Daland in Der Fliegende Holländer 
with Houston Grand Opera. Highlights of 
recent seasons include the Commendatore 
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with the Edinburgh International Festival, 
La Roche in Capriccio for Théâtre Royal 
de la Monnaie, the Grand Inquisitor in Don 
Carlos and Melchthal in Guillaume Tell 
at Hamburg State Opera, Sarastro in Die 
Zauberflöte at Turin’s Teatro Regio, and 
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra 
as Rocco in Fidelio. He also recently joined 
LA Opera for its trilogy of operas based on 
Beaumarchais as Don Basilio in Il Barbiere 
di Siviglia, and Louis XVI in Corigliano’s The 
Ghosts of Versailles which was captured in 
the 2017 GRAMMY®-winning recording, 
and Doctor Bartolo in Le Nozze di Figaro.  

JAMIE BARTON
(Rome, Georgia)
Ježibaba
American mezzo-
soprano Jamie 
Barton returns to San 
Francisco Opera this 
season as Ježibaba 
in Rusalka. She made 
her Company debut in 

2014 as Adalgisa in Norma and recently took 
on Fricka, Waltraute, and Second Norn in the 
Ring cycle, as well as her role debut as Sara 
in Roberto Devereux. Recently, she brought 
her Fricka to the Metropolitan Opera’s Ring 
cycle.  Barton is the winner of the Beverly 
Sills Artist Award and Richard Tucker Award, 
both Main and Song Prizes at the BBC 
Cardiff Singer of the World Competition, and 
the Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions. Her debut solo album, All Who 
Wander, featuring songs by Mahler, Dvorak, 
and Sibelius, was recently named winner 
of the 2018 BBC Music Magazine Vocal 
Award. Barton’s appearances in the current 
season included Sister Helen Prejean 
in Dead Man Walking for Atlanta Opera, 
Azucena in Il Trovatore at Lyric Opera of 
Chicago and the Bavarian State Opera, a 
Renée Fleming Voices recital at the Kennedy 
Center, and the Verdi Requiem at Royal 
Opera, Covent Garden. Barton is proud to 
serve as a mentor with Turn The Spotlight, 
a foundation working to illuminate the path 
to a more equitable future in the arts.

SARAH CAMBIDGE
(Vancouver, Canada)
Foreign Princess
Sarah Cambidge 
returns to San 
Francisco Opera for 
her role debut as 
the Foreign Princess 
in Rusalka. The 
former Adler Fellow’s 

recent appearances with the Company 
have included Ortlinde and Third Norn in 
Der Ring des Nibelungen and as an Angel 
First Class in Jake Heggie and Gene 
Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life. The Canadian 
soprano recently made role debuts as 

Chrysothemis in Elektra at the Badisches 
Staatstheater in Karlsruhe, Amelia in 
Livermore Valley Opera’s production of Un 
Ballo in Maschera, and her first Sieglinde 
in Die Walküre at Opéra National de 
Bordeaux. Her repertoire includes Elsa in 
Lohengrin, Donna Anna in Don Giovanni, 
Mimì in La Bohème, the title role of Floyd’s 
Susannah, the Countess in Le Nozze di 
Figaro, Marguerite in Faust, Micaëla in 
Carmen, and the title role of Suor Angelica. 
Cambidge was a National Semifinalist 
at the 2015 Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions and winner of the 2016 
Denver Lyric Opera Guild competition.

PHILIP HORST
(New York, New York)
Gamekeeper
Bass-baritone 
Philip Horst returns 
to San Francisco 
Opera this summer 
as Gamekeeper in 
Rusalka and makes 
his role debut as Mr. 

Redburn in Billy Budd this September. A 
graduate of the Merola Opera Program and 
a former San Francisco Opera Adler Fellow, 
Horst made his Company debut in 2000 as 
Leporello in Don Giovanni and returned in 
productions of Parsifal, The Rake’s Progress, 
Dead Man Walking, The Ballad of Baby 
Doe, Carmen, Jenůfa, Rigoletto, and Kát’a 
Kabanová. Most recently, he appeared as 
Pantheus in Les Troyens and Fritz Kothner 
in Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg. Recent 
and upcoming roles include returns to 
Lyric Opera of Chicago for Pantheus, 
Capulet in Roméo et Juliette, and the Tutor 
in Elektra; Capulet at the Metropolitan 
Opera; and Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore 
with the Orlando Philharmonic. Other 
engagements have included creating the 
roles of Tortsheiner in Ben Moore’s Enemies, 
A Love Story with Palm Beach Opera and 
Apollo in Karman Ince’s The Judgment of 
Midas with American Opera Projects.

LAURA KRUMM
(San Francisco, 
California)
Kitchen Boy
Mezzo-soprano 
Laura Krumm is an 
alumna of the San 
Francisco Opera 
Adler Fellowship 
Program. During 

her time as an Adler Fellow, Krumm was 
heard in several roles with the Company 
including Rosina in The Barber of Seville 
for Families, a Maid in the world premiere 
of Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne, and 
Martha in the world premiere of Nolan 
Gasser’s The Secret Garden. She also sang 
Laura in Jack Perla’s Love/Hate at the ODC 

Theater. In the 2017–18 season, Krumm 
returned to San Francisco Opera for Javotte 
in Manon and Siegrune in Die Walküre, 
and in the current season she was also 
Lola in Cavalleria Rusticana. Recent roles 
include Zerlina in Don Giovanni for Nashville 
Opera, Meg in Mark Adamo’s Little Women 
at Michigan Opera Theatre, Sister Helen 
Prejean in Dead Man Walking and Mrs. 
Webb in Our Town with Fresno Grand 
Opera, and Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia 
at Opera Idaho. On the concert stage, she 
joined the Alexander String Quartet for 
performances of Jake Heggie’s Camille 
Claudel: Into the Fire as part of the Chamber 
Music at Kohl Mansion Concert series and 
debuted with the Berkeley Symphony 
in Kaija Saariaho’s Adriana Songs. 

ANDREW MANEA
(Troy, Michigan)
Hunter
Romanian-American 
baritone Andrew 
Manea made his role 
debut as the Duke 
of Nottingham in 
Roberto Devereux with 
San Francisco Opera 

while an Adler Fellow. His appearances with 
the Company have also included Sciarrone 
in Tosca, Marullo in Rigoletto, and Marquis 
d’Obigny in La Traviata. On the concert 
stage, he was featured in the Schwabacher 
Recital Series with pianist Warren Jones. 
Recent performances include Marcello 
in La Bohème with Shreveport Opera, #7 
in Conrad Susa’s Transformations with 
Merola Opera Program, and Escamillo in 
Carmen in Wuhan, China. With the College-
Conservatory of Music at Cincinnati 
University he performed Danilo in The 
Merry Widow, the Father in Hansel and 
Gretel, and the Forester in The Cunning Little 
Vixen. He has competed in the Mary Jacobs 
Smith Singer of the Year Competition with 
Shreveport Opera (first place; audience 
favorite), the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions (semifinalist), Opera 
Columbus Cooper-Bing International Vocal 
Competition (second place; audience 
favorite), Jensen Foundation Vocal 
Competition (finalist), and the Giulio Gari 
Foundation Competition (career grant). 
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NATALIE IMAGE
(Tsawwassen, Canada)
First Wood Nymph
A second-year San 
Francisco Opera Adler 
Fellow, soprano Natalie 
Image makes her 
San Francisco Opera 
and role debuts as 
Frasquita in Carmen. 

With the Company this summer, she will 
also bow as First Wood Nymph in Rusalka 
for the first time. She was praised by the 
New York Times for her “pristine high notes” 
and by Operawire for her “crystalline tone 
[which] swirled through the house” when she 
appeared as a Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Grand Finalist. She recently was 
seen at the annual The Future Is Now: Adler 
Fellows Concert and with San Francisco 
Chamber Orchestra as Galatea in Handel’s 
Acis and Galatea. Other highlights include 
the title role of Alma Deutscher’s Cinderella 
with Opera San José as part of its North 
American premiere, Clorinda in Rossini’s La 
Cenerentola with the Merola Opera Program, 
Barber’s Knoxville: Summer of 1915 with the 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music (SFCM) 
Orchestra, Aurore in Massenet’s Le Portrait 
de Manon (SFCM), Handel’s Messiah with 
the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra as the 
soprano soloist, Johanna in Sweeney Todd 
(Opera on the Avalon), and Mrs. De Rocher 
in Dead Man Walking (Opera NUOVA). 

SIMONE MCINTOSH
(Vancouver, Canada)
Second Wood Nymph
Mezzo-soprano Simone 
McIntosh, a first-year 
San Francisco Opera 
Adler Fellow makes 
her San Francisco 
Opera and role debuts 
as Second Wood 

Nymph in Rusalka. She has won numerous 
competitions and was dubbed one of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s “30 
Hottest Classical Musicians Under 30” in 
2017.  Her credits include Tamiri in Il Re 
Pastore (Merola Opera Program); the Page 
in Rigoletto (Canadian Opera Company); 
Ruggiero in Alcina, Prince Orlofsky in Die 
Fledermaus, Judith in Bluebeard’s Castle, Meg 
in Little Women and Waitress in Speed Dating 
Tonight! (Opera McGill); Donna in Crush (world 
premiere at The Banff Centre); Béatrice in 
Béatrice et Bénédict (MYopera); the Fox in The 
Cunning Little Vixen and Giulietta in The Tales 
of Hoffmann (University of British Columbia 
Opera); Cherubino in The Marriage of Figaro 
(Burnaby Lyric Opera); and Cis in Albert 
Herring (Vancouver Opera). This season, 
as an Ensemble Studio member at the 
Canadian Opera Company, she appeared as 
the Confidante in Elektra and Tisbe in WOW 

Factor: A Cinderella Story (Opera for Young 
Audiences). Most recently she sang the title 
role of La Cenerentola at Vancouver Opera.

ASHLEY DIXON
(Peachtree City, 
Georgia)
Third Wood Nymph
A 2018 Grand 
Finals winner of the 
Metropolitan Opera 
National Council 
Auditions, mezzo-
soprano and second-

year San Francisco Opera Fellow Ashley 
Dixon made her San Francisco Opera 
mainstage debut this past fall in Jake Heggie 
and Gene Scheer’s It’s a Wonderful Life 
as an Angel First Class. This summer, she 
returns to the Company as Mercédès in 
Carmen and Third Wood Nymph in Rusalka. 
As a participant of the 2017 Merola Opera 
Program, she sang the role of Popova 
in William Walton’s The Bear. Her first 
summer at the Merola Opera Program had 
her singing La Ciesca in Puccini’s Gianni 
Schicchi and Mrs. Nolan in Menotti’s The 
Medium. Dixon’s 2016–17 season included 
her debut with Michigan Opera Theatre in 
Copland’s The Tender Land as Mrs. Splinters. 
In concert, she has appeared on the Hill 
Auditorium stage as mezzo-soprano soloist 
in Mozart’s Requiem and with the University 
of Michigan Men’s Glee Club in Schubert’s 
Ständchen, and the title role in a concert 
performance of Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas.

RACHEL SPEIDEL 
LITTLE 
(Sandusky, Michigan)
Solo Dancer
Rachel Speidel Little 
made her solo debut 
with San Francisco 
Opera in 2015 as 
Polyxene in Les 
Troyens. She also has 

been featured as the Ballerina in Manon, 
a Kurogo in Madama Butterfly, and as the 
Solo Dancer in Aida.  Speidel Little has 
appeared with numerous dance companies 
throughout her career, including the 
Oakland Ballet, Menlowe Ballet, Sacramento 
Ballet, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens de 
Montréal, Amy Seiwert’s Imagery, Ballet de 
Teatres de la Generalitat Valenciana, and 
the Milwaukee Ballet. Additionally, she is a 
collaborator with the Milissa Payne Project 
and enjoys being a frequent guest artist 
with the San Francisco Symphony. She 
received her dance training from the Flint 
School of Performing Arts and the Joffrey 
Ballet School, with supplemental study at 
the Rock School of the Pennsylvania Ballet.
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the artistic collaborative Capital Dance 
Project and is a leader of community-
based outreach programming.

DAVID MCVICAR
(Glasgow, Scotland)
Production
David McVicar made 
his San Francisco 
Opera debut directing 
Don Giovanni in 
2007, followed by Il 
Trovatore in 2009, 
Les Troyens and 

Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg in 2015, 
and Andrea Chénier in 2016. McVicar was 
trained as an actor at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama. His opera 
credits include Andrea Chénier, Les Troyens, 
Adriana Lecouvreur, Aida, Salome, Le 
Nozze di Figaro, Faust, Die Zauberflöte, 
and Rigoletto (Royal Opera, Covent 
Garden); Die Entführung aus dem Serail, 
Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, and Giulio 
Cesare (Glyndebourne);  Adriana Lecouvreur, 
Tosca, Norma, Cavalleria Rusticana / 
Pagliacci, Giulio Cesare, Maria Stuarda, 
Anna Bolena, and Il Trovatore (Metropolitan 
Opera); Wozzeck, Rusalka, Elektra, Giulio 
Cesare, and Manon (Lyric Opera of Chicago); 
Gloriana (Madrid’s Teatro Real); Manon 
and La Traviata (Barcelona’s Gran Liceu); 
Così fan tutte, Le Nozze di Figaro, and Don 
Giovanni (Opera Australia); Les Troyens 
(Milan’s Teatro alla Scala). and La Clemenza 
di Tito (Aix-en-Provence Festival). He was 
knighted in the 2012 Diamond Jubilee 
Birthday Honours List for Services to Opera 
and made Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et 
des Lettres by the French Government.

LEAH HAUSMAN
(Columbus, Ohio)
Revival Stage Director
Leah Hausman made 
her San Francisco 
Opera debut in 
2007 as director 
and choreographer 
in Don Giovanni. 
She returned for 

Il Trovatore (2009) and Lohengrin (2012) 
as movement director and Les Troyens 
as revival director (2015). She trained in 
dance and drama in New York City and 
at the École Jacques Lecoq in Paris. 
Hausman has worked extensively with 
Terry Gilliam, Sir David McVicar, Simon 
McBurney, Moshe Leiser, and Patrice 
Caurier as choreographer, movement 
director, co-director, and associate. Recent 
opera productions include Les Troyens 
for the Vienna State Opera and Milan’s 
Teatro alla Scala; Benvenuto Cellini for 
Opera Nationale de Paris, English National 
Opera, Dutch National Opera, Barcelona’s 
Gran Teatre del Liceu, and Rome Opera; 

CHRISTOPHER 
NACHTRAB
(Long Island, New York)
Solo Dancer
Christopher Nachtrab  
started his training 
under the tutelage 
of his mother, 
Susan Nachtrab, 
and continued his 

dance studies at Indiana University’s 
Jacobs School of Music with Violette 

Verdy, graduating magna cum laude 
with a degree in Ballet and Comparative 
Literature. His career began at The 
Richmond Ballet before joining The 
Sacramento Ballet, where he celebrated 
a ten-year tenure as a principal artist. 
He been a featured dancer in ballets by 
George Balanchine, Ron Cunningham, 
Trey McIntyre, and Ma Cong; and most 
notably performed the role of Albrecht 
in Giselle and as the title role of Stephen 
Mills’ Hamlet. He is a co-founder of 
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The Rake’s Progress for Aix-en-Provence 
Festival and Dutch National Opera; 
and The Damnation of Faust for English 
National Opera, De Vlaamse Opera, Teatro 
Massimo, Palermo, and Staatsoper Berlin. 
Her upcoming engagements include The 
Rake’s Progress for Moscow Stanislavsky 
Music Theatre, Death in Venice for the 
Royal Opera, Covent Garden, and Roberto 
Devereux at Théâtre des Champs-Elysées.

ANDREW GEORGE
(Tonyrefail, Wales)
Choreographer
Andrew George made 
his San Francisco 
Opera debut in 2015 
with Die Meistersinger 
von Nürnberg and 
returned in 2016 for 
Andrea Chénier. His 

British opera credits include Andrea Chénier, 
Les Troyens, Adriana Lecouvreur, and 
Salome for Royal Opera, Covent Garden; 
Turn of the Screw, Agrippina, The Handmaid’s 
Tale, and Die Walküre for English National 
Opera; Die Entführung aus dem Serail, Die 
Meistersinger von Nürnberg, Giulio Cesare, 
and Carmen for Glyndebourne Festival 
Opera; and Der Rosenkavalier, The Rake’s 
Progress, and La Traviata for Scottish 
Opera. His work has also been featured 
in Metropolitan Opera productions of Die 
Entführung aus dem Serail, Giulio Cesare, 
Cavalleria Rusticana, Pagliacci, Anna 
Bolena, and Don Giovanni. Other notable 
opera credits include: Don Giovanni for 
Opera Australia; Tristan und Isolde in 
Tokyo and Vienna; Wozzeck and Rusalka 
in Chicago; Tannhäuser at Milan’s Teatro 
alla Scala; and Der Ring des Nibelungen for 
Opéra National du Rhin. George’s original 
choreography has been recently revived for 
Carmen at Dallas Opera, Adriana Lecouvreur 
at the Metropolitan Opera, Giulio Cesare 
at Glyndebourne, Andrea Chénier for 
Barcelona, and Salome at Covent Garden. 
His upcoming projects include reviving 
Rusalka for Canadian Opera Company 
and Don Carlos for Teatro Real in Madrid.

JOHN MACFARLANE
(Glasgow, Scotland)
Set Designer
John Macfarlane 
made his San 
Francisco Opera 
debut as set designer 
of Hänsel und Gretel 
in 2002 and returned 
for The Queen of 

Spades and Don Giovanni. Macfarlane’s 
opera designs include Peter Grimes, Die 
Zauberflöte, Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk, 
Bluebeard’s Castle/Erwartung and L’Heure 
Espagnole/Gianni Schicchi (Royal Opera, 
Covent Garden); Hansel and Gretel (Welsh 

National Opera, Metropolitan Opera); The 
Queen of Spades (Welsh National Opera); 
War and Peace (Paris Opéra); La Clemenza 
di Tito (Paris Opéra); Agrippina (Brussels’ 
La Monnaie); The Trojans (English National 
Opera); Don Giovanni (La Monnaie); 
Idomeneo (Vienna); Elektra and Rusalka 
(Chicago); The Rake’s Progress (Scottish 
Opera); and Maria Stuarda (Metropolitan 
Opera). His most recent opera designs 
were for Tosca and Agrippina, both for 
the Metropolitan Opera. Dance designs 

include Tetley’s La Ronde and Scarlett’s 
Frankenstein, Asphodel Meadows, Sweet 
Violets, and The Age of Anxiety (Royal 
Ballet); Hummingbird (San Francisco 
Ballet); and The Nutcracker, Le Baiser de 
la fée, and Cinderella (Birmingham Royal 
Ballet). His most recent ballet designs 
were the sets and costumes for Swan 
Lake (Royal Ballet, Covent Garden).

Caroline Shaw’s world premiere  
with Avery Amerau 

Oct 17, 2019 | Herbst

Handel’s Judas Maccabaeus  
Dec 5, 2019 | Herbst

Handel’s Aci, Galatea e Polifemo 
Jan 24, 25, 29, 31,  

or Feb 1, 2020 | ODC

Leclair’s Scylla et Glaucus 
April 15, 2020 | Herbst

Get two  
fully staged  

operas,  
an oratorio,  

and a  
FREE World 
Premiere 

Pricing as low as $139  

FREE! 

OPERA 
seriesplus

San Francisco

philharmonia.org/opera-plus   (415) 295-1900  

http://www.philharmonia.org/opera-plus
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MORITZ JUNGE
(Sulz am Neckar, 
Germany)
Costume Designer
Costume designer 
Moritz Junge made his 
San Francisco Opera 
debut in 2015 with 
Les Troyens and he 
returns this season for 

Rusalka. His other work for opera includes 
sets and costumes for Così fan tutte (Opera 

Designs for theater include Dance Nation 
and Judgment Day (Almeida); Aristocrats 
(Donmar); and Macbeth, The Kitchen, Dido, 
and Queen of Carthage (National Theatre). 

DAVID FINN
(St. Paul, Minnesota)
Lighting Designer
David Finn made his 
San Francisco Opera 
debut in 2002 with 
Alcina, and he returned 
the following season 
for productions of 
Doktor Faust and 

Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk. Other opera work 
includes projects for the Metropolitan Opera; 
Royal Opera, Covent Garden; Paris Opéra, 
Milan’s Teatro alla Scala; Salzburg Festival; 
Lyric Opera of Chicago; Berlin Staatsoper; 
Brussels’ La Monnaie; Dutch National 
Opera; Stuttgart Opera; Opera Australia; 
and Canadian Opera Company. He began 
his career as a lighting designer for the 
puppeteer Burr Tillstrom and Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie. His ballet credits include National Ballet 
of Canada, Paris Opéra Ballet, Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, and White Oak Dance Project. 
Recent and upcoming work encompasses 
Tosca at the Metropolitan Opera, Pique Dame 
at Royal Danish Ballet, Swan Lake at Royal 
Ballet, and The Crucible at Scottish Ballet.

IAN ROBERTSON
(Dundee, Scotland)
Chorus Director
Recipient of the 
2012 San Francisco 
Opera Medal, Ian 
Robertson has been 
chorus director and 
conductor with San 
Francisco Opera 

since 1987, having prepared more than 350 
productions for the Company. Robertson 
made his San Francisco Opera conducting 
debut with Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk and 
has since led performances of Falstaff, 
Lohengrin, Rigoletto, La Traviata, Don Carlo, 
Turandot, Il Trovatore, The Abduction from 
the Seraglio, and La Bohème. Before joining 
San Francisco Opera, Robertson was head 
of music and chorus director with Scottish 
Opera. Since 1996 Robertson has also 
served as Artistic Director and Concert 
Chorus Director of the GRAMMY® Award-
winning San Francisco Boys Chorus.  

RUSALKA SUPERNUMERARIES 

Erika Azabache
Eric Dew

Peter Kolesnikov
Evelyn Martinez
Carlos Suarez
Irving Wiltshire

Australia) and Powder Her Face (Theater 
Aachen), and costumes for Norma, Roberto 
Devereux, and Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci 
(Metropolitan Opera). His recent costume 
credits include: Pure Dance (Sadler’s Wells), 
Songs of Bukovina (American Ballet Theatre), 
Sunyata (Munich Staatsballet), L’Anatomie 
de la Sensation (Paris Opera Ballet), Outlier 
(NYCB), and Dyad 1929 (Australian Ballet). 
For the Royal Ballet, Covent Garden, his 
costume work includes Multiverse, Live 
Fire Exercise, Limen, Infra, and Chroma. 

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM 
WORLD PREMIERE

If I 
Were 
You
A new opera in two acts 
by composer Jake Heggie 
and librettist Gene Scheer

Thursday, August 1, 7:30 pm
Saturday, August 3, 2:00 pm
Sunday, August 4, 2:00 pm
Tuesday, August 6, 7:30 pm

Herbst Theatre
401 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco

Tickets on sale now.
Visit merola.org/ifiwereyou or 
call (415) 864-3330.

http://merola.org/ifiwereyou
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EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
Jordan Amann, Executive Assistant  

to the General Director 
Ellen Presley, Board Relations 

and Special Projects Manager 
 
 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
 
FINANCE 

Christopher Tom, Controller 
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager 
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant 
Linda Rodriguez, Senior Accountant 
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant 
Timmy Yuen, Staff Accountant 
 
INFORMATION SERVICES 

Mark Wladika, DevOps Manager 
Sapna Patel, Program Manager,  

Business Transformation 
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator 
Steve Long, Network & Systems Administrator 
Sara Lee, Programmer/Analyst 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

Heidi Arcilla, Human Resources Generalist 
 

 
A R T I S T I C  
 
ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING 

Sean Waugh, Artistic Planning Manager 
DeAnna Sherer, Music Planning Manager 
John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff 
Ilana Rainero-de Haan, Associate to  

the Managing Director: Artistic 
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator 
Michael Bragg, Music Planning Associate and  

Opera Librarian  
 
MUSIC STAFF 

John Churchwell, Dennis Doubin, Alden Gatt,  

Ronny Michael Greenberg, Bryndon Hassman,  

Anne Larlee, Noah Lindquist, Vito Lombardi,  

William Long, Joseph Marcheso, Michelle Merrill, 

Robert Mollicone, Sahar  Nouri, Matthew Piatt,  

Laura Poe, Stephanie Rhodes Russell,  

Tamara Sanikidze, Maureen Zoltek 
  
Kseniia Polstiankina Barrad, César Cañón,  

Adler Fellows 
 
LANGUAGE COACHES 
Radoslava Biancalana, Czech  
Alessandra Cattani, Italian 
Patricia Kristof Moy, French 
Lynne Soffer, English Diction 
 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER 

Mark Morash, Director of Musical Studies 
Chris Bragg, Administrative Director 
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Katherine Baltrush, Associate Operations Director 
 
EDUCATION 
Charles Chip McNeal,  

Senior Curriculum and Programs Manager 
Imani Sims,  

Community Programs & Department Manager 
Ryan Marchand, School Programs Manager 
Clara Choi, School Programs Coordinator 
Juan Manzo, Evaluation Coordinator 
Patricia Drozda, Albert Montañez-Sanchez,  
  Interim Community Programs Coordinators 
 
Linda Baird, Nicholas Benavides, Tajma Beverly, 
Joshua Raoul Brody, Heidi Carlsen, Robert Chastain, 
Marcelle Dronkers, Patricia Drozda, Hannah Dworkin, 
Lisa Edsall Giglio, Kevin Gordon, Lua Hadar,  
Dave Maier, Albert Montañez-Sanchez,  
Steven Sven Olbash, Michael Orlinsky, Max Perkoff, 
Katherine Issel Pitre, Emily Shisko, Alyssa Stone, 
Christopher Street, Matthew Wolka,  
  Teaching Artists 
Breanna Miller, Natalie Mitchell, Interns 
 
MUSIC OPERATIONS 
Clifford Cranna, Dramaturg 
Kali Wilson, Music Operations Manager 
  
CHORUS AND BALLET 
Ian Robertson, Chorus Director 
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master 
Mary Finch, Chorus and Dance Personnel Manager 
Katelyn Tan, Ballet Pianist 
 
ORCHESTRA 
Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian 
Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager 
Timothy Spears, Assistant Orchestra Librarian/ 

Assistant Orchestra Manager 
 

P H I L A N T H R O P Y  A N D  
A U D I E N C E S  
 
David Odenkirchen, Director of Philanthropy and 

Audiences Operations 
Jess Levy, Patron Data Specialist 
Anamaria Ramey, Donor Services Manager 
Sarah Benjamin, Patron Data Assistant 
Chivly Krouch, Donor Records Coordinator 
Amir Magid, Donor Benefits Coordinator 
Bella Mello, Philanthropy and Audiences Associate 
 
DEVELOPMENT  
 
Michael Hoke, Development Associate 
 
ANNUAL GIVING 
Roya Clune, Director of Annual Giving 
  
INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP GIVING 
Deborah Banks, Director of Individual and  

Leadership Giving 
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Dana Gordon, Leadership Giving Officer 
Joo Eun Lee, Leadership Giving Officer 
Sandra Chien, Senior Individual Giving Officer 
Hans Cardenas, Individual Giving Officer 
Aileen Tat, Individual Giving Officer 
Madeline Bueter, Individual and  

Leadership Giving Associate 
  
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
Donna Batson, Director of Institutional Giving 
 
PRINCIPAL GIVING 
Kyle Polite, Director of Principal Giving 
Lisa Bordachar,  

Director of Prospect Research and Strategy 
Mandala Pham, Director of Legacy Giving 
Joanna Taber, Principal Giving Manager 
Barbara Lundy, Principal Giving Associate 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Karman Pave, Director of Special Events 

Katie Cagampan, Special Events Manager 
 
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Farrah Hammond, Marketing Associate 
 
AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING 
Kathryn Appleton, Associate Director of  

Audience Development and Marketing 
Stephanie Gianni, Manager of  

New Audiences and Engagement 
Amy Humke, Web and Email Manager 
Steven Shear, Manager of Relationship Marketing 
Megan Searcy, Audience Development and  
  Marketing Coordinator 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Julia Inouye, Associate Director of Communications 
Jeffery McMillan, Senior Manager, Communications 
Teresa Concepcion, Communications Manager 
Allison Griner, Communications Coordinator 
 
CREATIVE AND DIGITAL 
Adam Snellings, Graphic Designer 
 
RESEARCH AND ANALYTICS 
Chi-Hsuan Yang, Senior Manager, Research and Analytics 
  

BOX OFFICE 

Mark Sackett, Box Office Manager, Treasurer 
Jessica Fauver, Assistant Box Office Manager,  

First Assistant Treasurer 
Rebecca Page, Medallion Society Concierge Manager 
Emily Tilles, Subscriptions Manager, Assistant Treasurer 
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Jamye Divila, House Manager 
Marialice Dockus, Head Usher 
Rodney Anderson, Danica Burt, Frank Chow,  

Martin Dias, Dave Doering, Jonathan Drogin,  

Chip Heath, Elaine Kawasaki, Eileen Keremitsis,  

Ryszard Koprowski, Bill Laschuk, Sharon Lee,  

Marilyn Leong, Lenore Long, Doug Luyendyk,  

Leontyne Mbele-Mbong, Sam Mesinger,  

Dale Nedelco, Wayne Noel, Beth Norris, Jan Padover, 

Julie Peck, Robert Remple, Bill Repp, Rilla Reynolds, 

Robyn Sandberg, Kelly Smith, Stephanie Somersille, 

Melissa Stern, Theresa Sun, Claire Tremblay, 

Richard Wagner, Steve Weiss, Elaine Yee,  

  Ushers 

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid 

 

OPERA SHOP 

Jay Stebley, Retail Manager 

Karen Topp, Assistant Manager 

 

 

P R O D U C T I O N  
*Senior Production Staff Member 

 

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION 

Jeremy Patfield, Production Finance Director* 

Sylvia Jiang, Production Finance Assistant 

Celine Strouts, Production Associate 

Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator 

  

AUDIO 

Doug Mitchell, Master Audio/Video Engineer 

Ziggy Tomcich, Assistant Master Audio/Video Engineer 

  

CARPENTRY 

David Hatch, Master Carpenter 

Mark Baumann, Assistant Master Carpenter 

  

COSTUME DEPARTMENT 

Jai Alltizer, Costume Shop Manager 

David Doré, Senior Production Accountant 

Galen Till, Production Supervisor 

Amy Ashton-Keller, Master Draper 

Sally Thomas, Master Tailor 

Irene Murray, Senior Cutter 

Michael Sloan, Men’s Draper 

Kristen Tracy, Carol Wood, Santiago Suanes, Cutters 

Gillian Haratani, Emma Lehman, Assistant Cutters 

Manuel Gutierrez, Production Coordinator 

Paula Wheeler, Senior Milliner 

Amy Van Every, Senior Dyer 

Jersey McDermott, Senior Craft Artisan 

Nicole Diascenti, Stock Coordinator 

Lindsey Eifert, Shopper 

Eliza Ryus, Production Assistant 

Nikki Anderson-Joy, Costume Assistant 

Miriam Acosta, Julie Barner, Breanna Bayba,  

Adela Cantor, Alicia Castaneda, Danielle Deveaux, 

Hoa Lam Fong, Aries Limon, Xing-Fong Luo, 

Amanda Mitchell, Sonia Olivares, Lena Sage, 

  Costume Technician 

 

ELECTRICS 

Leon Parsons, Master Electrician 

Michael Anderson, Assistant Master Electrician 

Russell E. Adamson III,  

Lighting and Projection Systems Administrator 

 

FIGHT DIRECTION 

Dave Maier, Fight Director

LIGHTING 

Justin A. Partier, Lighting Director* 
Emily Clarkson, Assistant Lighting Designer  
Brian Elston, Assistant Lighting Designer  
Tony Stoeri, Lighting Design Intern 

 

PROPERTIES 

Lori Harrison, Master of Properties 
Frederick Wielandt, Assistant Master of Properties 
  
REHEARSAL 

Marin Venturi, Rehearsal Department Director* 
Trey Costerisan, Rehearsal & Facilities Manager 
Melanie Alameda, Rehearsal Administrator 
Savannah Criswell, Alexander Granito,  

Rehearsal Assistants 
 
SCENE SHOP 

John Del Bono, Scene Shop Foreman 
Steve McNally, Scenic Artist in Charge 
  
STAGING STAFF 

Darin Burnett, Production Stage Manager* 
Lawrence Pech, Dance Master 
Darin Burnett, Jennifer Harber, Andrew G. Landis, 

Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey, Stage Managers 
Jose Maria Condemi, E. Reed Fisher, Shawna Lucey,  

Roy Rallo, Morgan Robinson,  

  Assistant Stage Directors 
Jessica Barker, E. Reed Fisher, Rachel Garoon, 

Jennifer Harber, Andrew G. Landis, Shawna Lucey, 

Jimmy Marcheso, Jayme O’Hara, Thea Railey,  

Anna Reetz,  

  Assistant Stage Managers 
 
TECHNICAL DIRECTION 

Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director* 
Ryan O’Steen, Production Manager* 
Chris Largent, Associate Technical Director 
 
WARDROBE 

Tony Gorzycki, Head Of Department 
Cynthia Fusco, Robert Horek, David McKain, 

Catherine Verdier, Assistants 
 
WIG AND MAKEUP 

Jeanna Parham, Head of Department 
Ashley J. Landis,  

Assistant Head of Department 
Christina Martin,  

Administrative Assistant & Wig Assistant  
Maura Sela, Sophia Smith, Wig Assistants 
 
 

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser 
 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel 
 
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants 
 
Asero Insurance Services, Insurance Brokers 
 
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer 
 
Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera 
 
Pianos supplied by Piedmont Piano 
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Ian Robertson, Chorus Director

Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master

Mary Finch, Chorus and Dance Personnel

   Manager

REGULAR CHORUS

Nadima Avakian C. Michael Belle
Buffy Baggott William Bryan 
Elizabeth Baker  Alan Cochran
Kathleen Bayler Chris Corley
Janet Campbell Anders Fröhlich
Sara Colburn Daniel Harper
Dvora Djoraev Christopher Jackson
Mary Finch Ken Johnson
Claudia Haider David Kekuewa
Claire Kelm  Bojan Knežević
Elisabeth Rom Lucio Frederick Matthews
Angela Eden Moser   William O’Neill
Sally Mouzon  Phillip Pickens
Sally Porter Munro  William Pickersgill
Erin Neff* Chester Pidduck
Rachelle Perry Valery Portnov
Virginia Pluth † Colby Roberts
Laurel Cameron Porter Sigmund Seigel
Laurel Rice † Dan Stanley
Carole Schaffer Jere Torkelsen
Shelley Seitz Andrew Truett
Jesslyn Thomas Richard Walker † 
Donna Turchi
Mitzie Weiner

† Chorus member on Leave of Absence

EXTRA CHORUS

Ben Brady
Christopher Filipowicz
Kevin Gino
Peter Girardôt
Harlan Hays
Michael Jankosky
Mitchell Jones
Bradley Kynard 
Alexander Taite 

PRINCIPAL ARTISTS
Hadleigh Adams†
Roberto Aronica 
Seokjong Baek*‡
Zhengyi Bai*‡
Jamie Barton 
Lilia Bernstein#       
Marco Berti 
Nicole Birkland#
J’Nai Bridges 
William Burden
Sarah Cambidge†
Yolotzin Cervantes#
Arturo Chacón-Cruz 
Andriana Chuchman* 
Christopher Colmenero*‡
Catherine Cook† 
Sasha Cooke 
Ellie Dehn 
Helena Dix# 
Ashley Dixon‡ 
Plácido Domingo
Benjamin Drever*
Richard Paul Fink 
Daryl Freedman# 
Christina Gansch** 
Carmen Giannattasio* 
Rod Gilfry 
Cadence Goblirsch*
Pablo Gracia*
Jill Grove
Mary Evelyn Hangley‡ 
 Lianna Haroutounian
Anita Hartig*
Clay Hilley#
Scott Hendricks
Joshua Hopkins*
Philip Horst
Natalie Image‡ 
Brian Jagde† 
Keith Jameson*
Daniel Johansson* 
Rhoslyn Jones#† 
Brandon Jovanovich
Miles Kaludzinski* 
Kyle Ketelsen
Laura Krumm†
Hye Jung Lee 
David Leigh
Andrew Manea†
Megan Marino#
Michaela Martens
Ana María Martínez
Simone McIntosh*‡
Brian Mulligan

Aryeh Nussbaum Cohen*‡
Christopher Oglesby*‡
Toni Marie Palmertree†
Joshua Partlow*
Violet Pasmooij* 
Amitai Pati†
Pene Pati#† 

David Pershall 
Heather Phillips# 
Kearstin Piper Brown* 
Dimitri Platanias** 
Matthew Polenzani 
Christian Pursell*‡
Scott Quinn
Sondra Radvanovsky
Golda Schultz*
Ekaterina Semenchuk
Kristinn Sigmundsson
Reginald Smith, Jr.#
Joel Sorensen
Heidi Stober
Stacey Tappan#
Russell Thomas
Dale Travis†
Christian Van Horn
Kyle van Schoonhoven†
Rachel Willis-Sørensen
Zachary Zele*

CONDUCTORS
Marc Albrecht**
Jordi Bernàcer 
Daniele Callegari* 
Christopher Franklin 
Riccardo Frizza 
James Gaffigan 
Leo Hussain* 
Eun Sun Kim*
Michelle Merrill* 
Christopher Moulds* 
Patrick Summers

STAGE DIRECTORS
Tim Albery*
Jose Maria Condemi†
José Cura*
Harry Fehr*
Leonard Foglia 
Leah Hausman 
Stephen Lawless 
Shawna Lucey 
David McVicar 
Francesca Zambello

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Andrew George
Lawrence Pech
Denni Stayers
Keturah Stickann

SET DESIGNERS
Robert Brill
José Cura*
Benoît Dugardyn*
Tobias Hoheisel 
Robert Innes Hopkins 
John MacFarlane
Tanya McCallin
Yannis Thavoris*

COSTUME DESIGNERS
Ingeborg Bernerth*
Tobias Hoheisel 
Robert Innes 
Hopkins Moritz Junge
Tanya McCallin 
Fernand Ruiz* 
Yannis Thavoris* 
David C. Woolard

LIGHTING DESIGNERS
Christopher Akerlind
 Michael Clark* 
Paule Constable 
David Finn 
Tim van ‘t Hoff*
Brian Nason 
Justin A. Partier* 
Anna Watson* 
Olivier Wéry*

PROJECTION DESIGNER
Andrzej Goulding*
Elaine J. McCarthy

* San Francisco Opera debut
** U.S. debut
† = Former Adler Fellow
‡ = Current Adler Fellow
 = Merola Opera Program
participant (past or present)
# = Cover Artist

2018-19 ARTISTS CHORUS
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FIRST VIOLIN
Kay Stern, Concertmaster
Laura Albers, Associate Concertmaster*
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster 
Jennifer Cho
Dawn Harms † 
Mariya Borozina 
Lev Rankov 
Barbara Riccardi 
Dian Zhang 
Leonid Igudesman 
Jennifer Hsieh 
Asuka Annie Yano 
Wenyi Shih**

SECOND VIOLIN
Jeremy Preston, Principal
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal 
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal 
Eva Karasik
Maya Cohon 
Leslie Ludena 
Craig Reiss 
Heeguen Song**

VIOLA
Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal
Sergey Rakitchenkov, Associate Principal* 
Paul Nahhas, Assistant Principal† 
Patricia Heller
Jonna Hervig
Natalia Vershilova 
Joy Fellows 
Caroline Lee**

CELLO
David Kadarauch, Principal
Thalia Moore, Associate Principal
Peter Myers, Assistant Principal 
Nora Pirquet
Emil Miland 
Victoria Ehrlich 
Ruth Lane

BASS
Joseph Lescher, Principal
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal 
Steven D’Amico, Assistant Principal 
Shinji Eshima
Mark Drury

FLUTE
Julie McKenzie, Principal
Patricia Farrell† 
Barbara Chaffe** 
Stephanie McNab

PICCOLO
Stephanie McNab

OBOE
Mingjia Liu, Principal 
Deborah Shidler** 
Janet Popesco Archibald

ENGLISH HORN
Janet Popesco Archibald

CLARINET
Jose Gonzalez Granero, Principal 
Joanne Burke Eisler, Assistant Principal 
Anthony Striplen

BASS CLARINET
Anthony Striplen

BASSOON
Rufus Olivier, Principal 
Daniel MacNeill 
Michael Severance

CONTRABASSOON
Michael Severance

HORN
Kevin Rivard, Co-Principal 
Mark Almond, Co-Principal 
Keith Green
Brian McCarty 
Lawrence Ragent

TRUMPET
Adam Luftman, Principal
William Holmes† 
Scott Macomber** 
John Pearson

TROMBONE
Samuel Schlosser, Principal
Donald Kennelly 
David Ridge

TUBA/CIMBASSO
Zachariah Spellman

TIMPANI
John Burgardt

PERCUSSION
Richard Kvistad, Principal/Associate Timpani
Patricia Niemi

HARP
Olga Ortenberg-Rakitchenkov

LIBRARIAN
Carrie Weick
Timothy Spears, Assistant

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Tracy Davis
Timothy Spears, Assistant

* Principal for one or more Fall season operas
† Leave of absence
** Season substitute

Lawrence Pech, Dance Master

Alysia Chang 
Brett Conway t * 
Jamielyn Duggan 
Alexandra FitzGibbon*  
Blanche Hampton t*  
Bryan Ketron t  
Rachel Speidel Little t* 
Beth Maslinoff*
Jackie McConnell 
Christopher Nachtrab*
Jekyns Pelaez t 
Chiharu Shibata t*
Maxwell Simoes 
Marcos Vedovetto 

† Leave of Absence
* Solo Dancer
t Tenured

CORPS DANCERS ORCHESTRA

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and 
appreciation to the following labor organizations 
whose members, artists, craftsmen, and crafts-
women greatly contribute to our performances:

American Federation of Musicians, Local 6

American Guild of Musical Artists, Inc.

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage  
Employees,  Local 16

Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Local 784,  I.a.t.s.e.

Make-Up Artists and Hair Stylists Union,  
Local 706, I.a.t.s.e.

The Art Directors Guild & Scenic, Title and Graphic 
Artists Local 800

United Scenic Artists Local Usa – 829, I.a.t.s.e.

Box Office and Front of House Employees Union, 
Local B-18
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA

Kay Stern 
Concertmaster

Laura Albers 
Associate 

Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox 
Assistant 

Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho 
First Violin

Dawn Harms 
First Violin 

Leave of Absence

Mariya Borozina 
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi 
First Violin

Dian Zhang 
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman 
First Violin

Jennifer Hsieh  
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano 
First Violin

Wenyi Shih  
First Violin 

Regular Substitute

Jeremy Preston 
Principal 

Second Violin

Martha Simonds 
Associate Principal 

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara 
Assistant Principal 

Second Violin

Eva Karasik 
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena 
Second Violin

Maya Cohon  
Second Violin

Craig Reiss 
Second Violin

Heeguen Song 
Second Violin  

Regular Substitute

Carla Maria Rodrigues 
Principal  

Viola

David Kadarauch 
Principal  

Cello

Thalia Moore 
Associate Principal 

Cello

Peter Myers 
Assistant Principal 

Cello

 Nora Pirquet 
Cello

Emil Miland 
Cello

Victoria Ehrlich 
Cello

Ruth Lane 
Cello

Sergey Rakitchenkov 
Associate Principal 

Viola

Paul Nahhas 
Assistant Principal Viola 

Leave of Absence

Patricia Heller 
Viola

Jonna Hervig 
Viola

Natalia Vershilova 
Viola

Joy Fellows 
Viola

Caroline Lee 
Viola 

Regular Substitute
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Joseph Lescher 
Principal  

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle 
Associate Principal 

Bass

Steven D’Amico 
Assistant Principal 

Bass

Shinji Eshima 
Bass

Mark Drury 
Bass

Julie McKenzie 
Principal 

Flute

Patricia Farrell 
Flute 

Leave of Absence

Stephanie McNab 
Flute & Piccolo

Barbara Chaffe  
Flute 

Regular Substitute

Mingjia Liu 
Principal 

Oboe

Janet Popesco 
Archibald 

Oboe & English Horn

Deborah Shidler 
Oboe 

Regular Substitute

Jose Gonzalez 
Granero 

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler 
Assistant Principal 

Clarinet

Anthony Striplen 
Clarinet &  

Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier 
Principal  
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill 
Bassoon

Michael Severance 
Bassoon & 

Contrabassoon

Kevin Rivard 
Co-Principal  

Horn

Mark Almond 
Co-Principal  

Horn

Keith Green 
Horn

Brian McCarty 
Horn

Lawrence Ragent 
Horn

Adam Luftman 
Principal  
Trumpet

William Holmes 
Trumpet 

Leave of Absence

John Pearson 
Trumpet

Scott Macomber 
Trumpet 

Regular Substitute

Samuel Schlosser 
Principal Trombone

Donald Kennelly 
Trombone

David Ridge 
Trombone &  

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman 
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt 
Timpani

Richard Kvistad 
Principal Percussion & 

Associate Timpani

Patricia Niemi 
Percussion

Olga Ortenberg 
Rakitchenkov 

Harp

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED
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Nadima Avakian 
Soprano

Kathleen Bayler 
Soprano

Sara Colburn 
Soprano

Dvora Djoraev 
Soprano

Mary Finch 
Soprano

Claire Kelm 
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio 
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser 
Soprano

Rachelle Perry 
Soprano

Virginia Pluth 
Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Carole Schaffer 
Soprano

Jesslyn Thomas 
Soprano

Mitzie Weiner 
Soprano

Buffy Baggott  
Mezzo-Soprano

Elizabeth Baker 
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell 
Mezzo-Soprano

Claudia Haider 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon 
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Porter Munro 
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff 
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Cameron 
Porter 

Mezzo-Soprano

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS

Laurel Rice 
Mezzo-Soprano 

Leave of Absence

Shelley Seitz 
Mezzo-Soprano

Donna Turchi 
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle 
Tenor

Alan Cochran 
Tenor

Chris Corley 
Tenor

Daniel Harper 
Tenor

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ORCHESTRA  CONTINUED

Tracy Davis 
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick 
Librarian

Timothy Spears 
Assistant Orchestra 
Manager & Librarian Most photos by John Martin. Not pictured: Lev Rankov, First Violin.
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Richard Walker 
Tenor 

Leave of Absence

William Bryan 
Baritone

Anders Fröhlich 
Baritone

Ken Johnson 
Baritone

David Kekuewa 
Baritone

Frederick Matthews 
Baritone

Jere Torkelsen 
Baritone

Bojan Knežević 
Bass

William O’Neill 
Bass

William Pickersgill 
Bass

Valery Portnov 
Bass 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS  CONTINUED  

Brett Conway Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Rachel Speidel Little Jekyns Pelaez Chiharu Shibata 

Most photos by John Martin. Carole Schaffer and Claudia Haider photos by Pamela Dale.

Christopher Jackson 
Tenor

Phillip Pickens 
Tenor

Chester Pidduck 
Tenor

Colby Roberts 
Tenor

Sigmund Seigel 
Tenor

Dan Stanley 
Tenor

Andrew Truett 
Tenor

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CORPS DANCERS
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Although the program magazines regularly list members of the administration and Company, we know that those lists are 
by necessity incomplete. To give recognition to the many skilled professionals whose work has contributed so greatly to 
the quality of San Francisco Opera productions, we provide once every year a list of everyone involved with our season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C O S T U M E  S H O P  
Jai Alltizer,  

Costume Shop Manager (18) 
David Doré,  

Senior Production Accountant (20) 
Galen Till, Production Supervisor (14) 
Amy Ashton-Keller, Master Draper (25) 
Sally Thomas, Master Tailor (19) 
Irene Murray (34), Senior Cutter 
Santigo Suanes, Cutter 
Gillian Haratani, Emma Lehman,  

Kristen Tracy, Carol Wood, 
Assistant Cutters 

Manuel Gutierrez,  
Production Coordinator (19) 

Paula Wheeler, Senior Milliner (27) 
Amy Van Every, Senior Dyer (34) 
Jersey McDermott,  

Senior Craft Artisan (19) 
Eliza Ryus, Production Assistant 
Nicole Diascenti, Stock Coordinator 
Lindsey Eifert, Shopper 
Nikki Anderson-Joy,  

Costume Assistant 
 
COSTUME TECHNICIANS 
Miriam Acosta (21), Breanna Bayba, 
Adela Cantor (35), Alicia Castaneda (23), 
Danielle Deveaux, Hoa Lam Fong (20), 
Aries Limon, Xing-Fong Luo (26), 
Amanda Mitchell, Sonia Olivares (29), 
Lena Sage 
 
W A R D R O B E  D E P A R T M E N T  
Tony Gorzycki,  
Head of Wardrobe 
Cynthia Fusco (30), Robert Horek (14), 
David McKain, Catherine Verdier (27) 
  Wardrobe Assistants 
 
DRESSERS  
Kathleen Blake, Tom Carter (30),  
Milt Commons, Louise Connors,  
Diane Cornelius, David Croker (13),  
Linda Edwards (20), Ed Fonseca,  
Thom Hoffman, Claudia Holaday (39), 
Carol Horaitis (21), Larry Jeane,  
Nicole Tatjana Jessee,  
Charlynn Knighton, Jeffery Larsen,  
John Lewis, Lorraine Lewis,  
Demetrius Martin, Barbara Nicholas (20), 
Rachell Nichols, Jennifer O’Niell,  
Nina Parker, Phil Perry (21),  
Patrick Sanchez, Todd Siewert (22), 
Donald M. Smith (22), Scott Stewart (18), 
Monica Tse, Kirsten Tucker (15),  
Dennis Vanta.  
 

W I G  A N D  M A K E U P  
D E P A R T M E N T  
Ashley Joyce Landis,  

Assistant Head of Department 
Christina Martin, Administrative Assistant 

& Wig Assistant 
Sophia Smith, Maur Sela, Wig Assistants 
 
FOREMEN 
Karalynne Fiebig 
Christina Martin 
Sophia Smith   
 
PRINCIPAL MAKEUP ARTISTS 
Richard Battle, Melanie Birch,  
Karalynne Fiebig, Christina Martin,  
Betty Poindexter, Maurisa Rondeau,  
Tim Santry, Sophia Smith, Connie Strayer 
 
JOURNEYMEN 
Richard Battle, Melanie Birch, Tim Bohle, 
Rick Burns, Sarah Coy, Gretchen Davis, 
Karalynne Fiebig, Denise Gutierrez, 
Christina Martin, Toby Mayer,  
Lisa Patnoe, Betty Poindexter,  
Tim Santry, Sophia Smith, Connie Strayer 
 
ASSOCIATES  
Tara Escobedo 
Tatyana Fateyeva  
Chri Holmgren Greene  
Sharon Peng  
Maurisa Rondeau 
 
S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A   
S C E N E  S H O P  
Dylan Maxson, Fred Wielandt,  
Dennis Forry, Victor Sanchez,  
Christian Martinez, Hilary Engelman, 
Cyrus Sindicich 
 
S C E N I C  A R T  D E P A R T M E N T  
Lauren Abrams, Robert Burg (19),  
David Dunn (19), Carrie Nardello,  
Wayne Olds 
 
S T A G E  C R E W  C A R P E N T R Y  
D E P A R T M E N T  
Michael A. Accurso,  

Night Crew Foreman (26) 
Neil Biagio, Key Man 
Michael Cartwright, Assistant Key Man 
Dominic Casazza,  

Assistant Key Flyman (13) 
Gabriel Castellani, Automation Key Man 
Mike Chapman  
Christopher Davis, House Head (28) 
Paul Delatorre, Key Man (17) 
Tony Garcia  

Jeff Hansen 
Greg Harsha, Key Man (17) 
David Heron, Automation Layout 
Geoff R. Heron  
Geoffrey W. Heron, Key Man (22) 
Philip Heron,  

Automation and Rigging Foreman (14) 
Ed Joe, Warehouse Foreman  
Nicholas Kukielka 
Angelo Montiague (20) 
Harry Niedzwetzki (22) 
John O’Donnell, Key Flyman (28) 
Enrique Pronio 
Mike Ramirez 
Matthew Ramos  
Bart Ryan  
Ken Ryan (34) 
Gregory W. Shaff, Key Man (28) 
Cyrus Sindicich 
Sean Walden  
Randy Walsh, Assistant Key Man (14) 
 
P R O P E R T Y  D E P A R T M E N T  
Scott J. Barringer, Assistant Key (19) 
Christy Carter 
Charles R. Del Valle, Key (31) 
Jim Eldredge, Shop Mechanic 
Hilary Engelman 
Andrea Falkner 
Qris Fry 
Burke Gardner 
Patricia Hewett,  

Assistant Out of House Key (12) 
Jim Holden (29) 
Myron Seth Isaacs (18) 
David Kinney, Key (29) 
Mark Kotschnig, Key (17) 
Harri Olavi Kouvonen (32) 
Beth Ozarow, Out of House Key (23) 
Sarah Shores, Shop Mechanic (12) 
Turk Vasilieff, Assistant Key (19) 
Cian Quattrin 
John Matlock 
 
E L E C T R I C  D E P A R T M E N T  
Andrew Sproule, Key Stage Left (19) 
Bernie Honigman,  

Key Light Board Operator (19) 
David Hartenstein,  

Key Data Administrator (15) 
Will Grunig, Key Stage Right (16) 
Rick Tayerle,  

Assistant Key Stage Right (15) 
Roger Lambert,  

Assistant Key Stage Left (16) 
Tim Wilson,  

Asst. Key Light Board Operator (12) 
Paul Puppo, Electric Shop Foreman 
Brendan Kierans, Electric Shop Mechanic

Norris Fong (29) 
Marie Farestveit, Gel Room (24) 
Peter Dahl (19) 
Jim Eldredge, Effects (15) 
Juan Aldana (14) 
Jewel Aquarian 
Eugene Ahn 
Sophie Landau 
Victor Scocca 
Glenn Quilici 
Ariel Bott 
Jamie Beard 
Stephen Echerd 
John Boatwright,  

House Head Electrician (31) 
Maria Mendoza,  

Projection Coordinator (30) 
Erik Docktor, Projection Programmer 
Geoff Heron, Pyro Technician 
 
A U D I O  D E P A R T M E N T  
Tod Nixon, Key (20) 
Alva Thompson, Key (25) 
Kim Griess 
 
M E D I A  D E P A R T M E N T  
Josh Lubensky 
Uwe Willenbacher 
 
S T U D I O  T E A C H E R S  
Eloisa Alarcon-McPeek,  
Donnell Barnes, Carolyn Crimley,  
Susan Gill, Dana Gray, Lua Hadar, 
Bonnie Hughes, Karen Kindig,  
Victoria Northridge 
 
W R A N G L E R S  
Sadie Black,  
Katie Carlson Cartwright,  
Alexander Granito,  
Sergey Khalikulov, Liz Pasha 
 
L I G H T W A L K E R S  
Tatiana Bookbinder, Jim Bowes,  
Kay Cheatham, James Crow, Darcy Fink, 
Joe Friedman, Jonathan Garzoli,  
Bob Hemstock, Sherman Lee,  
Helen Lew, Evelyn Martinez,  
Lynn Meinhardt, Andrew Melomet,  
Matt Miller, Jack Mona, Steve Mullin, 
Ron Niewiarowski, Cristin O'Keeffe,  
Liz Pasha, Bruce Powell, Leo Pribble, 
Liza Reavis, Patricia Rodriguez,  
John Stark, Kimberly Thompson,  
Bethel Watt, Laurel Winzler, Frank Zepeda 
 
Employees who have served the 
Company for more than ten years are 
listed with their years of service. 

COMPANY
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Waiting for Don José, 24 × 24, oil on canvas

BARBARA FRACCHIA
Fine Art Paintings of Opera and Ballet
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INDIVIDUAL GIVING

CO M PA N Y S P O N S O R S  
$1,000,000 AND ABOVE 
The Dolby FamilyA 

Bertie Bialek Elliott 

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 

Ann & Gordon Getty 

John A. & Cynthia Fry GunnA 

Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 

Franklin & Catherine Johnson 

Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet 

Littlefield Fund 

Steven M. Menzies 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti ShremA 

Dianne & Tad TaubeA 

Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds 

Diane B. WilseyA 

Barbara A. WolfeA 

 

P R O D U C E R  
$250,000–$999,999 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 

Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 

Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran 

Sylvia & John Hughes 

Leslie & George Hume 

Betty & Jack Schafer 

Mr. & Mrs. David T. TraitelA 

 

E X EC U T I V E  P R O D U C E R  
$200,000–$249,999 
Gladyne Kenderdine Mitchell 

Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock 

 

CO - P R O D U C E R  
$150,000–$199,999 
Anonymous 

 

AS S O C I AT E  P R O D U C E R  
$100,000–149,999 
Robert Mailer Anderson &  

Nicola MinerA 

Helen Berggruen,  

for Five Arts Foundation 

Jerome L. & Thao N. DodsonA 

Carol & Dixon DollA 

Peter Fenton 

Barbara K. Jackson* 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 

Nancy S. Mueller 

The Oshman Family Foundation 

Denise Littlefield Sobel 

Barbara Moller Ward 

Anonymous (2) 

 

P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Norby Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Joachim BechtleA 

Athena & Timothy BlackburnA 

Jack Calhoun & Trent NorrisA 

Ms. Annette Campbell-White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 

Ms. Maria Cardamone &  

Mr. G. P. Matthews 

Peter & Jayne Davis 

Paul* & Valerie Crane Dorfman 

Robert* & Julie Dickson 

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 

Kristina Flanagan 

Mr.* & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr.A 

Stephen & Diane Heiman 

Mary & Craig Henderson 

Bruce Hyman* & Simone Quarré 

Stephen & Choongja Kahng 

William & Gretchen Kimball FundA 

Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll 

Karen J. Kubin 

Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr. 

Mr.* & Mrs. Peter Magowan 

Mr.* & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry 

Mrs. James K. McWilliamsA 

Ronald D. Morrison 

Marina & Ben Nelson 

Harold* & Gertrud Parker 

Carol Potter Peckham 

Neil & Elsa S. Pering 

Betty Ann Prien 

Ruth Quigley 

Ms. Karen Richardson &  

Mr. Jon RubinsteinA 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard RiggA 

Charles P. Russell 

Mr. William R. Stensrud &  

Ms. Suzanne Vaucher 

Roselyne Chroman SwigA 

Sharon & Clark Winslow 

James & Beth Wintersteen 

Anonymous (3) 

 

 

 

 

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 
Eleonore Aslanian,  

in memory of Edward Aslanian 

Mr. Brian G. Atwood &  

Ms. Lynne H. Edminster 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Baer 

Marcia Barinaga & Corey Goodman 

Brigid S. Barton 

Darla & Richard BastoniA 

David Bertoni 

Betty & Fred Bialek 

Dawn Yates Black 

Lucia Bogatay &  

Thomas D. Wickens* 

Edward Paul Braby, M.D. 

Romana D. BraccoA 

Eva K. Breyer 

Carol Franc BuckA 

Mr. & Mrs. David Chamberlain 

Ms. Christina &  

Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin Warren 

Reid & Peggy Dennis 

Bob Epstein & Amy Roth 

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons 

Ms. Jacqueline Evans 

Ms. Margarita Gandia &  

Ms. Diana Campoamor 

Ms. Wanda Lee Graves 

Anne Gray 

Mrs. Clelia M. Gray 

Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 

Jane & David Hartley 

James A. Heagy,  

in memory of Jayne Heagy 

Thomas E. Horn 

Marie & Palmer* Hotz 

Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford JeffriesA 

Anne & Timothy Kahn 

Candace Zander Kahn 

Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 

Mr. Lawrence A. Kern 

Jack Klingelhofer 

Laurie Kottmeyer & Bianca Duarte 

Sheila & Thomas Larsen 

Dr. & Mrs. John LavorgnaA 

Ms. Noelle M. Leca &  

Mr. Michael D. Moradzadeh 

Bernice Lindstrom, 

in memory of John W. Lindstrom 

George & Patricia Locke 

Yasmin & Oren Lukatz 

Jennifer Coslett MacCready 

Susan & Philip Marineau 

Patrick McCabe 

Nion McEvoy & Leslie BerrimanA 

Teresa & Mark MedearisA 

Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 

Sara & Bill Morgan 

Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 

Paul Nordine 

Sally & Craig Nordlund 

Julian & Willie Sue Orr 

Mrs. Carol E. Parker &  

Dr. Gerhard H. Parker 

Norman & Janet Pease 

Anne B. PopkinA 

Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. RenardA 

Linnea & George RobertsA 

Mrs. Rose O’Shaughnessy Rosenberg 

Chandra & Michael RuddA 

Sakana Foundation 

Drs. Corazon & Martin Sanders 

Felipe R. Santiago &  

Barry T. Joseph 

Christopher & Trudi Seiwald 

Abraham & Marian Sofaer 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. SwartzA 

Valli Benesch & Bob Tandler 

Ann Classen Treadwell 

Soo & Raj Venkatesan 

Ronald & Emely Weissman 

Sheila Wishek 

Judith B. Workman 

S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian James 

Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 

Ward & Diane Zumsteg 

Anonymous (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

San Francisco Opera extends its deepest appreciation to the many individuals whose generous support keeps the 
powerfully thrilling and transformative experience of great opera alive in the Bay Area. Each year, support from 
individuals—including Company Sponsors, Producers Circle, Leadership Circle, Medallion Society and 
Members—accounts for 80% of the contributed revenue that sustains the Company’s activities. 
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S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$15,000–$24,999 
Linda & Andrew Ach 
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Mark & Judy Bednar 
Dr.* & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
Jared & Claire Bobrow 
Dr. Sean P. Bohen &  

Mrs. Tanum Davis Bohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske 
Rike & Klaus Burmeister 
Michael & Marilyn CabakA 
Lorna Meyer Calas &  

Dennis Calas 
Frank & Pat Carrubba 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
Maureen Clarke 
Leonard & Marie Collins 
Michèle Beigel Corash & 

Laurence Corash 
Mr. Jon Cosby &  

Ms. Kathi Gwynn 
George & Susan Crow 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Timothy D. Dattels &  

Kristine M. Johnson 
Jeffrey N. Dauber &  

Marc A. Levin 
Paul Sack & Shirley Davis 
Donald & Janice Elliott 
Robert & Dana Emery 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain 
Concepción S. &  

Irwin Federman 
Edward Frank &  

Sarah RatchyeA 
Mr. Paul Gantz 
Glasser Family Fund 
Hon. Barry Goode &  

Dr. Erica Goode 
Bernice E. Greene 

Mr. Richard B. Hechler &  

Ms. Malin Giddings 

Dr. M. Henry Heines &  

Ms. Katherine Fines 

Martha & Michael Helms 

Mr. & Mrs. Warner Henry 

Susan K. Hoerger 

Brian & Rene Hollins 

Mr. Ron Holloway &  

Mr. Doug Hammerich 

Michael Kalkstein &  

Susan English 

Jeannie Kaufman 

Thomas D. King 

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Klaproth 

Robert & Linda Klett 

Mr. Randall E. Laroche &  

Mr. David Laudon 

Ms. Bianca Larson 

Mr. John E. Lee 

Mark & Debra Leslie 

Lisa P. Lindelef 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel 

Drs. May Loo & William Thurston 

Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Ed Koester 

Dr. Timothy J. Marten, M.D. &  

Ms. Mary C. Heylin 

Ellen & Paul McKaskle 

Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 

Bill Medigovich 

James R. Meehan 

Maya D. Meux, MD 

Diane Compagno Miller 

Miss Vivienne E. Miller 

Karl & Kristen Mills 

Dr. Judy C. Miner 

Mr. Robert B. Mison 

Phyllis Moldaw 

Rene & Don Morgan 

Alice Ames Morison &  

Dr. Oakley Hewitt 

Brian Muirhead 

Steven Ng & Mark Posner 

Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr. &  

Diana V. Rogers 

Marie Kendrick Otto Foundation 

Suzanne & Robert Redfern-West 

Mr. Glenn H. Reid 

Louise H. Renne &  

Paul A. Renne 

James & Sheryl Reuben 

Mrs. William C. Robison 

Elizabeth Boardman Ross 

Bob & Terri Ryan 

Michael Sack 

The Honorable &  

Mrs. George P. ShultzA 

Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles 

Ms. Vina Spiehler 

Jeffrey L. Stern, M.D. 

Mrs. Joyce Stupski 

Mr.* & Mrs. Craig Sullivan 

Mr. & Mrs.* Joseph O. Tobin IIA 

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 

Don H. Watson 

Diane & Howard Zack 

Lida & Alejandro Zaffaroni 

Peter & Donna Zuber 

Anonymous (6) 

 

I N T E R M E Z ZO  
$10,000–$14,999 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 

Kendall & Claire Allphin 

Mr. Paul B. Althouse 

Sig Anderman 

Robert M. Anderson &  

Kyong Shik Eom 

Stefan & Nataly Arnon 

Greer & Veronica ArthurA 

James & Cheryl Babcock 

David & Christine Balabanian 

Mr.* & Mrs. Paul Bancroft 

Constance Goodyear Baron &  

Barry C. Baron, M.D. 

Frederick & Kathryn Baron 

Johanna & Tom Baruch 

Frank S. Bayley 

Ruth & Frank Belvin 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Berkowitz 

Jennifer M. Bienaime 

Nordin & Donna Blacker 

Dr. Phyllis B. Blair 

Donald Blais &  

Michael McGinley 

Mrs. Barbara Bloom 

Mrs. Corwin Booth* 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz 

Ms. Barbara BrownA 

Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos 

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Byrne 

Mrs. John C. CallanA 

Frances Campra 

Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. CaseyA 

Park & Joan Chamberlain 

Jeffrey Chambers &  

Andrea Okamura 

Ms. Carolyn ChandlerA 

Dr. J. Samuel Chase 

Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child 

Frederick S. Chung &  

Kimberly Chun 

Janet & Lloyd Cluff 

Marion M. CopeA 

Alice Corning 

John Cullison & Diana Kissil 

Mrs. Denise Cutler 

Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal 

Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber 

Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 

John* & Bonnie Demergasso 

Marvin Dennis 

Mary L. desJardins 

Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli 

Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 

Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 

Donna Dubinsky &  

Leonard Shustek 

Admiral James O. Ellis, Jr. &  

Dr. Elisabeth Paté-Cornell 

Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman 

Mr.* & Mrs. Wesley J. Fastiff 

Doris Fisher 

Mr. & Mrs. Warren W. Flack 

Dr. Julita Fong 

Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler 

Mr. Michael M. Garland &  

Ms. Virginia A. Coe 

Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  

Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D. 

Candace & Vincent Gaudiani 

Kurt Tristan Geselbracht & 

Francisco Guevara 

Arlene & Doug Giancoli 

Mrs. Rolf Gille,  

in memory of Rolf Gille 

Ann & Daniel Girard 

David Gockley & Linda Kemper 

Charles D. Goodman 

Don & MaryAnn Graulich 

Geoffrey & Marcia Green 

Mr. Timothy Guth 

Drs. Christine Guthrie &  

John Abelson 

Mrs. Peter E. HaasA 

Bro Halff 

Lyndsey Harrison 

Austin & Sara Hills 

Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro 

Doreen Woo Ho & James Ho 

Linda Joyce Hodge 

Ked & Cecilia Hogan 

Ms. Emily Hsi & Mr. Henry Lin 

Vincent & Christina Hu 

Kimberly M. Hughes 

Judith Hunt 

Arlene Inch 

Patricia & Philip Jelley 

Mary & Russell Johnson 

Ms. Mitzi Johnson 

Susan & Eric Johnston 

Ms. Mary Kay Kane 

Mr. Paul Kaplan &  

Ms. Susan Kaplan-Simon 

Fred Karren 

Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 

Barbara & Ron Kaufman 

Ed & Peggy Kavounas 

Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

David D. Stein 

Sujitpan Lamsam &  

Scott D. Sagan 

Bill & Jeanne Landreth 

Mr. & Mrs. William Larkin 

Mr. & Mrs.* Theodore Lee 

John & Sandra Leland 

Mary Lemmon 

Ms. Miranda Leonard 

Allan Lerch,  

in memory of his wife, Anne 

Harry S. & Eileen Lewis 

Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. &  

Dr. Darryl L. Raszl 

David & Lillian Lieberman 

Nathaniel M. Lopez 

Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 

Mr. Neil MacPhail 

Arlee & Paul* Maier 

Charlot* & Gregory Malin 

Mr. Charles D. Mann 

Lori & David Marquardt 

Dennis J. McShane, M.D. &  

Hon. Richard S. Gordon 

Al Medvitz & Jean McCormack 

Ann-Marie Mix 

Justin Moore &  

Meaghan Sullivan 

Howard & Cathy Moreland 

William O. & Susan W. Morris 

Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 

Steve & Betsy Moulds 

Robert Munday &  

Evamarie Doering 

Mr. Manfred Mundelius 

Dr. Lois Levine Mundie 

Heidi Munzinger & John Shott 

David & Marilyn Nasatir 

Marina & Ben Nelson 

Karen S. Nemetz 

John O. Nigh 

Peggy & Boyce Nute 

Judy O’Young, M.D. &  

Gregg Hauser 

Mr. David Oldroyd 

Ms. Deepa Pakianathan &  

Mr. Philip PembertonA 

Maxwell G. Paley &  

Gregory J. Corrales 

Robert Peck AM &  

Yvonne von Hartel AM 

Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 

Marianne H. PetersonA 

Maria PitcairnA 

Bill & Mary Poland 

Mrs. George A. PopeA 

David & Joy Powell 

Patric & Mary Powell 

Peggy & Peter Preuss 

Mr. Gordon Radley 

Linda J. Reiff 

Angèle & Michael Rice 

Barbara Roach 

Deborah Romer &  

William Tucker 

Barbara J. Ross 

Mr. Paul L. Rowe &  

Mr. R. Michael Sereno 

Mrs. Afie RoyoA 

James Sabry & Elizabeth Peace 

Deborah & Paul Sagues 

Michael & Gini Savage 

Vandana & Arvind Sharma 

Dr. Stephen Sherwin &  

Merrill Randol Sherwin 

Ms. Ruth A. Short 

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

M E DA L L I O N  
S O C I E T Y 
P R ES I D E N T S  
J. Boyce Nute, 

2018–Present 

Kristina Flanagan, 
2013–2018 

Cathy MacNaughton, 
2008–2013 

Mrs. Harry Wetzel*, 
1995–2003 

Diane B. Wilsey,  
1988–1994  

Harriet Meyer Quarré*,  
Founding President, 
1983–1987 

Devo Summer 2019.qxp_Development  5/16/19  7:53 AM  Page 11

encorespotlight.com   65



I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

Dr. Bruce L. Smith, Ph.D. &  

Ms. Nadine M. Tang 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Stark 

Ms. Zornitza Stefanova &  

Mr. Payam MirrashidiA 

Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein  

Duty & Devotion  

Memorial Fund 

Patricia Stich 

Isobel & Roger Sturgeon 

Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 

TL Trust 

Lucy S. Tompkins MD PhD 

Ms. Lisa Tough 

Barbara L. Traisman 

Lida Urbanek 

William & Mikiko Walker 

Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 

Arlene Wasserman 

Lucie & Jerry Weissman 

Daniel & Marie Welch 

Linda A. Whittaker 

The Brayton Wilbur Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong 

Mrs. Edna Yanofsky,  

in memory of  

Dr. Charles Yanofsky 

Tatyana & Lev Yurovsky 

Kenneth & Anna Zankel,  

The Grove 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles 

Zuni Café 

Anonymous (7) 

 

B R O N Z E  C I R C L E  
$7,500–$9,999 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 

Mrs. Margot Shinnamon Bach 

The James R. Bancroft* Family 

Mr. Turney Berry 

Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey 

Ms. Marcia Bieber 

Joel & Eileen Birnbaum 

Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 

Linda Blondis 

Bill & Alison Boeckmann 

Dix Boring &  

Marilyn Moore Boring 

Chris & Jennifer Brahm 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock 

Robert V. Brody &  

Andrea Jacoby 

Mrs. Karen Broido 

Charles R. Bush & Calvin Lau 

Mr. Donald D. Campbell &  

Ms. Sue Bennett 

Mr. George Carter* &  

Mr. Chan-Hong Lim 

Solomon Cera 

Mr. Robert D. Cooter 

Michael & Jean Couch 

Dr.* & Mrs. Alexander Cross 

Dr. James Cuthbertson 

Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Duluk 

Robert & Carol Dutton 

Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff 

Donald E. &  

Patricia D. Frischmann 

Karen L. Gabrielson 

Robert C. Goodman &  

John Bankston 

Dr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon 

Dr. Kathleen Grant & Dr. 

Thomas Jackson 

Mary & Nicholas Graves 

Mr. John Gray 

Miranda Heller & Mark Salkind 

Ralph Hexter &  

Manfred Kollmeier 

Peggy Hill 

Judith & Patrick Hobin 

Terrance Hodel 

Joanne Howard 

Mr. Joel Howell 

Charles & Brandi Hudson 

Dr. H. Nona Hungate 

Riki & Robert Intner 

Mr. Guyton N. Jinkerson 

Ms. Katharine Lange 

Melissa & Laurence Lasky 

Kurt Latta 

Catherine Lehmann 

Cynthia & Richard Livermore 

Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung 

James & Deborah Lyerla 

Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 

Marco Magarelli &  

Geraldine Martinez-Magarelli 

Deborah Marion, Tax CPA &  

Joe Losch 

Mrs. Constance Marvin 

Mr. Robert E. McCleskey 

Ernie Mieger 

Mr. David Moreton 

Janet Morris & Frederick Martin 

Kate Murashige & Chris Zones 

Ms. Jeanne E. Newman 

Jim Newman & Jane Ivory 

Mary L. Nilan 

Mr. Karl Nygren 

Julian T.* & Robin M.W. Parer 

Dr. Richard & Jean Park 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Ratner 

Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman 

Dorothy R. Saxe 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder 

Joan & Lynn Seppala 

Gary & Dana Shapiro 

Stephen Smoliar &  

Linda Dembo 

Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Smoller 

Mr. Donald Sobelman &  

Ms. Leishia Woolwine 

Dr. & Mrs. W. C. Sweeting, Jr. 

Ms. Maryanne Tagney 

Ms. Gloria Valair 

Dr. Catharine van Ingen &  

Dr. W. J. Wisniewski 

Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek 

Bruce & Fran Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Watt 

Carol A. Weitz 

Daphne & Stuart Wells 

Mr. Richard P. West 

Ms. Jane A. Wetzel 

Mr. Michael S. Wise 

Mr. E. William &  

Mrs. Mary Alice Yund 

Anonymous (3) 

 

B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 
Dr. Valerie Abad &  

Mehdi Ghadiani 

Mrs. Lloyd Ackerman 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory J. Allison 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Anderson 

Ms. Anna Antoniucci 

Ms. Christine Augustin 

Dr. Christopher Bandy 

Mrs. Linda Barrett 

Mr. Michael Barrientos 

Mr. Stephen Beitzel &  

Ms. Lise Quintana 

William J. Bennington 

Roy C. Bergstrom 

Anna & Robert P. Berryman, Jr. 

Scott J. Bever 

Barbara Bishop, M.D. &  

Mr. Michael Saroyan 

J. Dennis Bonney 

Gary Bottone 

Elizabeth Bowman 

Mr. Jim Bowsher 

Judy Brady &  

Drew W. Browning 

Ms. Jennifer Braun &  

Mr. Raymond Ryan 

Joseph & Linda Bronson 

Lynda L. Brothers 

Mr. Brad Buckman 

Jeanne & William Cahill 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Cahill, Jr. 

Clark & Elizabeth Callander 

Ms. Elizabeth Ann Campbell & 

Mr. George Roth 

Dr. Heidi H. Cary 

Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 

Josephine Chen 

Thomas & Virginia Chen 

Rudy Ciuca & Joseph Lawrence 

Hilary & Richard Clark 

Rev. David L. Clarke 

Mrs. Hazel Clegg 

Annelle Clute 

Vicki L. Coe M.D. &  

Jennifer Mitchell 

Mr. Craig Corbitt &  

Ms. Nancy Stoltz 

Susan Coughlin 

Mr. Wesley Cox 

James Cross & Charles Antonen 

Mary A. Culp 

Ms. Lisa DanzigA 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier 

Mrs. Michael D. Dooley* 

Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle 

Mrs. Marilyn Dunn 

Barbara J. Dwyer 

Jeff & Medina Earl 

Dr. Mary Eichbauer &  

Dr. Greg Gartrell 

Mr. & Mrs. Staffan Encrantz 

Mr. Michael H. Fahey 

Mr. Steve N. Fecher 

Alexander L. Fetter &  

Lynn B. Bunim 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Fieser 

Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 

Jacques Fortier 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Frame 

Barbara B. Friede 

Elise & Tully Friedman 

John & Paula Gambs 

Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi &  

Ms. Monica Lopez 

Mr. Richard Gemperle 

Mr. Rich Gerhardt 

Dorothy Gietzen 

Mr. Stephen P. Gill &  

Mrs. Margaret Gill 

Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette 

Patricia C. Gumbel 

Simone Haas & Scott Zumsteg 

Ms. Bronwyn H. Hall 

Hadley Dale Hall &  

L. Warde Laidman 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hanauer 

Mr. Kevin Harrington 

Kathleen A. Hart 

Mr. & Mrs. Wolfgang H. Hausen 

Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo 

Fred & Peggy Heiman 

Alfred & Ruth Heller 

Zheyla M. Henriksen 

Al Hoffman & David Shepherd 

Susan Meadows Hone* 

Mr. & Ms. Gerald Hoshijo 

Carol L. & David G. Hough 

Mr. David S. Hugle &  

Mr. Haggai Niv 

Victor & Kathy Hymes 

Henry Ilg,  

in memory of Lottie Ilg 

Mrs. Andrew Imbrie 

Donald &  

Jacqueline Jacobberger 

Mr. Joseph Jacobs 

Mrs. Jo Jagoda 

Mr. Keith Jantzen &  

Mr. Scott Beth 

Alfred & Sally Jones 

Barbara E. Jones,  

in memory of  

William E. Jones 

Thomas & Elisabeth Jones 

Mr. David A. Kadish 

Gary D. Kelb 

Ms. Kathryn Kersey 

Victoria Kirby 

Mehrzad Khajenoori  

Mr. Sven E. Kjaersgaard 

Mr. Thomas Koch 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kodosky 

Richard A. La Cava, Esq. & 

Tomas van der Haase 

John & A.M. Larue 

The Honorable &  

Mrs. Howard H. Leach 

Ms. Patricia Lee-Hoffmann 

Dr. & Mrs. John Lenahan 

Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand 

Cathy Lindahl 

Barry & Marie Lipman 

George & Kristen Lund 

Charles & Nancy Mack 

Dr. Alan R. MaloufA 

Mrs. Doris Manock 

Paula Markovitz 

Andrew Mason 

Ms. Barbara McDonnell 

Ms. Linda M. McKay 

A. Kirk McKenzie 

Tom McQuaid &  

Muriel Van Housen 

Dr. Douglas &  

Dr. Penelope Meakin 

Robert Meister 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Merritt 

Carleton E. Meyer & Joan Tom 

Mr. & Mrs. John MeyerA 

Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 

Mr. D. G. Mitchell 

Mr. James C. Moora 

Thomas & Lydia Moran 

Andrew Morgan &  

Danny Richard 

Margaret & Frank Morrow 

James & Katherine Moule 

Ruth & James Murad 

Mr. Peter Johnson Musto 

Janet Napolitano 

Mark H. Nishiki, M.D. 

Helen W. O’Hanlon 

Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Odland 

Dennis Otto & Robert Meadows 

Dean & Kim Pananides 

Berniece & Pat Patterson 

Skip Paul 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson 

Bernadino J. Pistillo, Jr. 

Mr. Scott Plakun &  

Dr. Milton P. Schafer 

Ian Pollard 

Elkhanah Pulitzer 

Charles & Vicki Raeburn 

Harold & Penny Ray 

Dr. & Mrs. John B. Reed 

Patricia Rees-Miller 

Randall E. Reynoso &  

Martin Camsey 

David Richardson & Eliza Linley 
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

Mr. Jim Riggs 

Orli & Zack Rinat 

Kay & Ray Roberts 

Mr. Paul Rogers 

Scot Rohrer &  

Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 

Ms. Heli Roiha &  

Ms. Therissa McKelvey 

Mr. Arthur S. Roosa &  

Ms. Keiko Kiyuna 

Mr. George E. Rossmann 

Mr. Charles W. Roth 

Richard E. Rowland 

Mr. M. Duane Rutledge 

Barbara Sahm & Steven Winkel 

Mr. Heinrich Schelbert 

Rev. Paul J. Schmidt &  

Rev. Gerard K. Moran 

Steve & Sally Schroeder 

John R. Schwabacher Family 

Mr. & Mrs. John Sebastian 

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Shapiro 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp 

Harvey & Deborah Shein 

Mr.* & Mrs. Timothy Sherwood 

William & Judith Shilstone 

Steven E. Shladover 

Ms. Marjorie Simon 

Evangelos & Kathleen Simoudis 

Mr. Kirby Slate &  

Mrs. Frances Slate 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Kagari Smith 

Libby Smith 

Pamela D. Smith 

Kenneth & Joanne Snow 

Mrs. Linda Snyder 

Richard Sogg 

Dr. Steven Sorenson 

Mr. Steven Soult 

Robert L. Speer & John Wong 

Ms. M. Melanie Searle &  

Mr. Robert F. St. John 

John & Linda Stedman 

Mr. & Mrs. Reginald D. Steer 

Michael & Susanna Steinberg 

Mary Jean Stempien &  

James Stricker 

Lisa & Jim Taylor 

Samuel Test 

William Laney Thornton &  

Pasha Dritt Thornton 

Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe 

Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 

Ms. Takeko Toyama 

Mr. Robert Trankle 

Leslie & Judy Vadasz 

Ms. Elizabeth Vobach 

Mary & Terry Vogt 

Dr. Bradford W. Wade &  

Dr. Linda K. Riebel 

Bob & Gail Walker 

Ms. Nancy Walker 

Helena Troy Wasp 

Rosalie V. Weaver 

Mr. Phil Wennhold 

Matthew Williams &  

Amanda Maystead 

Vivian W. Wing, M.D. & 

Elizabeth Grace Wickersham 

Mr. Harvey Yaverbaum 

Florette Yen 

Peggy & Lee Zeigler 

Professor Jeffrey Zink &  

Mrs. Helo Zink 

Dr. Richard A. Zuniga &  

Mr. Sean M. SeLegue 

Anonymous (16) 

 

PA RT N E R  
$4,000–$4,999 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso 

Joanne M. Anderson 

Robert C. Anderson 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Atwater 

Ms. Virginia Bamford 

Paul & Kathy Bissinger 

Harold Blajwas &  

Alisa S. Burgess 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bliss 

Dr. Maurizio Bonacini 

Mr. Bruce Braden 

Karen Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem Prak 

Dr. Robert Paul Cabaj 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cameron 

Dr. James M. Campbell 

Dr. Richard L. Caplin 

Jim Chanin & Rachel Richman 

Martin Checov &  

Timothy J. Bause 

Dr. Carol Christ 

Emmy & Donald* Clausing 

Arthur D. Colman, M.D. &  

Pilar Montero, Ph.D 

Dr. Michael Craig Cox 

Dr. Linda Crabbe 

Guy Cross & Erika Nelson 

Mr. Orville W. Dale 

Dr. Stephen J. Danko 

Mrs. Pam DeWeerd 

Laura Dillaway 

Helene & Lawrence Edelman 

Dina & Carl P. Engineer 

Ms. Nancy J. English 

Janice & Jack Eskridge 

Phyllis M. Faber 

Dorothy Finger 

Jessena Finn 

Dr. Harvey Fishman &  

Mrs. Deborah Fishman 

Mr. Richard J. Galbraith 

Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 

Diane Green 

Ms. Violet Grgich &  

Mr. Colin Shipman 

Drs. Bill & Nancy Grove 

Ms. Natalie Gummer 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gunning 

Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson 

Mr. Richard L. Hay 

Mr. Larry Horton 

Ms. Gladys K. Howard 

Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 

Robin & Virginia Jaquith 

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 

Suzan Kaufmann 

Mrs. Louis Kelso 

Jill Doré Kent 

Nelda Kilguss 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kuckein 

Joan Kwansa 

Ms. Barbara Laferriere 

James Earl Jewell 

Ms. Marcia Lazer 

Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 

Claire & Herbert* Lindenberger 

Claude L. Lowen 

Mr. Steven Majourau 

Daniel Mardesich &  

Virginia Anawalt Mardesich 

Mrs. Alexandra Marston &  

Mr. Michael Marston 

Marcia & Bill* McConnell 

Dr. Mary McNabb &  

Daniel McNabb 

Mr. David Mellor 

Edith P. Mendez 

Donna Hall Neff 

Thomas & Sheryl Paukert 

Dr. Judith Pickersgill 

Mr. Les Quock 

Varda Rabin 

Mr. Thomas H. Reynolds 

Mr. John N. Rooney 

Mr. Eugene L. Saenger Jr. 

Dorothy Schimke &  

Cliff Jarrard 

Mr. Warren Schneider 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Setziol 

Ms. Carolyn Shaw 

Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa 

Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith 

Mr. Fred B. Smith 

Frederic H. Smith 

Mr. Jordan H. Smith 

Mr. Donald Spuehler 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper 

Mr. Richard D. Tuck &  

Mr. Neale A. Grasham 

Ms. Heidi Ulrich 

Mary Van Voorhees 

Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick 

Ronald B. Wilkerson 

William Wisniewski &  

Catharine van Ingen 

Ms. Eileen C. Wong 

Ms. Shirley Woo 

Dr. Sherry Wren 

Ms. Colleen Yeates Marsh 

Frank Zepeda 

George Zimmerman 

Anonymous (3)

FO U N D E R  
$3,000–$3,999 
Mr. John Abbott 

Mr. Richard Abram 

Mrs. Deborah Accornero 

Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos 

Dr. Daniel S. Alegria &  

Dr. Mary Page Hufty 

Ms. Francesca Alfajora 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Allen 

Ms. Ann Alpers 

Mr. Benjamin C. Anderson Ph.D. 

Arlene Anthony 

Ms. Maloos S. Anvarian &  

Mr. Franklin R. Jackson 

Drue G. Ashford 

Tracy Atherton 

Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler 

Mr. Richard Axelrod 

Zachary Baker 

Eugene & Kathleen Bales 

Mrs. Maxine Balistreri 

Victoria Barkan 

Kimiko & Ivan Barta 

Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio 

Mrs. Mary Baxter 

Mr. Scott Bays 

Robert H. Beadle 

Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap 

Dr. Daniel Benson 

Brad & Susie Berenson 

Paul & Mildred Berg 

Mr. Josef Betz 

Mr. Eesha Bhattacharyya 

Vinny & Shalini Bhutani 

Ms. Linda Billings 

William Blank 

Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 

Mr. Noel T. Blos 

Dr. Jennifer Bock Hughes &  

Mr. Harold O. Hughes 

Mr. Jeff Boland 

Jeanne Rae Bonar MD 

Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 

Malcolm H. Bowles 

Barbara & Robert Brandriff 

Agnes Chen Brown,  

in memory of  

Robert Elliott Brown 

Eleanor & Theodore Brown 

Timothy & Margaret Brown 

Don Buhman &  

Wray Humphrey 

Drs. Earl & Sandra Burgess 

William & Nancy Burnett 

Ms. Katherine Calkins 

Cathleen Cameron 

Betty J. Carmack 

Vance Carney 

Janet Carpenter 

Peter & Jane Carpenter 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter 

Charles & Deryl Castellano 

Oscar Celli & Roger Busse 

Ben Chai & Bob Nelson 

Mr. Mark R. Chaitkin &  

Ms. P. C. Storr 

Ms. Jean B Chan 

Richard & Susan Christie 

Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni 

Jerry & Linda* Cimmet 

Ms. Carlyn Clause &  

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd 

George & Laura Cline 

Patricia T. Coffin 

Katie Colendich 

Charles Connor, M.D. 

Wallace W. Conroe &  

Helen E. Conroe 

Carmen Côté-De Vaughn* 

Dr. Joan Claire Cucek 

LCDR Arthur W. Curtis,  

USCGR (Ret.) 

Mr. Fred J. Dal Broi 

Ms. Julie K. Daniels 

Mrs. Arthur Dauer 

Mrs. Doris Davis 

Jan & Jeannie de Vries 

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean 

Dr. Lee R. DeBow 

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 

Mr. Manfred Dehmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene DeJuan 

Jan Deming & Jeff Goodby 

Mr. Jan den Besten 

Ulric & Glenda Dennis 

Mr. J. P. Richards Dillingham 

Mag Dimond 

Marion Dodd 

Mr. Keith E. Doerge 

Dr. Gary Dolan 

Ms. Victoria Donald 

Ms. Eileen M. Dong 

Sandra D. Donnell &  

Justin M. Faggioli 

Gary & Helen Dosik 

Ms. Joyce Dostale 

Kathy Down, M.D. &  

Gregory Kelly 

Mr. John D. Drago 

Katherine Herrick Drake 

Mr. Paul S. Duffey 

Jeffrey Dunn &  

Carolyn Bruguera 

Claudette Duran 

Susan & Bruce Dzieza 

Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards 

Joseph Ehrman III 

Ms. Barbara J. Eisenhauer 

Ms. Dianne J. Ellsworth 

Ed & Barbara Eschbach 

Mrs. Caroline Eshleman 

Gregory & Anne M. Evans 

Pauline Eveillard & Doug Gould 

Patricia & Richard Farnsworth 

Drs. Bette & James Felton 

Jan & Bob Fenwick 

Ms. Karin Fetherston 
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I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

First Street Leather of  

Solvang, California & 

Mammoth Lakes 

Daniel & Carla Flamm 

Dandelion, 

in honor of  

Pamela Rosenberg 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Murray Fox 

Mr. & Mrs.* Thomas L. Frankel 

Barbara B. & Joseph P. Fredrick 

Ms. Ellen A. Friedman 

Joyce Bleadon Friedman 

Mr. & Mrs. William Froming 

Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad 

Marlena & Julia Gee 

Ms. Sandra M. Gilbert 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Gleason 

Dr. Paul Goldsmith 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman 

Ms. Grace &  

Ms. Roxanne Araim-Sullivan 

Mr. Frederick Grauer 

Ms. Deborah Greer 

Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 

Ms. Jane Grimm 

Andy* & Eva Grove 

Mr. & Mrs. Sean Hafeez 

Johnnie Johnson Hafernik & 

John Hafernik 

Ms. Maud Hallin 

Ms. Dorothea Hamilton 

Sandra Handler 

Mr. Dave Handley &  

Ms. Xiaowen Qiu 

Charles F. Hanes 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Hanson 

Betty-Lou Harmon 

Diana Harris 

Mr. James E. Haynes 

Peggy Heineman 

Paula Heller & Robert Yohai 

Wellington S. Henderson, Jr. 

Mr. Robert Hero 

Mr. Stephen Hetzel 

Mr. & Mrs. David Hodges 

Ms. Anne Hohenberger &  

Mr. Michael Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Holden 

Michael Horan 

Dr. Michael Horn 

Wilma S. Horwitz 

Ms. Antonia Patricia Hotung 

Ms. Constance Howard 

Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr. 

Timothy G. & Cara R. Hoxie 

Dr. & Mrs. David Huchital 

Bradford L. Humphrey 

Nancy A. Hutcheon 

Edward & Patricia Hymson 

David K. & Kay Duke Ingalls 

Harry L. Jacobs &  

Katherine E. Akos 

Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson 

Ms. Lily Jan 

William & Leticia Jarvis 

Mr. Carlos Jimenez &  

Dr. Victoria Smith 

Dr. Jane L. Johnson 

Rosemary Joyce &  

Russell Sheptak 

Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor 

Dr. Avi Katz & Dr. Raluca Dinu 

Robert S. Keagy 

Mr. Thomas R. Kearney 

Daniel Kelley 

Mr. Christopher Kelly 

Dick & Marianne Kipper 

Mrs. Claudia Bray Kitka 

Mrs. Beverly Kivel 

Mr. Edson Kong 

Dr. Bob & Christine Kradjian 

Maj. Floyd R. Krey 

Bettine Kuh 

Elinor Lacy 

Dr. Bunny Laden 

William R. Lambert 

Michael Lamm 

Lane Fertility Institute 

Mr. Ronald Larson 

Peter Lee 

Richard & Patricia Taylor Lee 

Jeffrey Lefstin 

Mr. Julius Leiman-Carbia 

Brahm & Deborah Levin 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin 

Ms. Meagan S. Levitan 

Norman & Helen Ann Licht 

Raymond Lifchez 

Mr. Wen-Pen Liu 

Mr. Brendon Lo 

Linda Lonay &  

Mohammad Hooshmand 

Kate Lord 

Thomas & Kathryn* Loughran 

Ms. Janet Luck &  

Mr. Stephen Kealhofer 

Ophelia A. Lum You 

Karen & David MacQueen 

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Madison 

Brian Mangan 

Gus Manning &  

Rena Kirkpatrick 

Richard A. Marciano &  

Teresa Middleton 

Richard & Patricia Marcogliese 

Treva Jo Marcus 

Jason Marks 

Dr. Pamela Marron 

Henry Massey & Amie Chang 

Robin & Karl May 

Mr. Frank T. Maynard 

Eileen McCauley 

Ellen Mccoy 

Drs. Jack M. McElroy &  

Mary Ann Skidmore 

Dr. Patricia McEveney 

Ms. Kathryn McGovern 

Susan McGreevy 

Caryl McIvor 

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas O. McLaughlin 

Ms. Sharon McNalley 

Ms. Mary McNulty 

Ronald & Judith McWilliams 

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander R. Mehran 

Mr. Peter C. Meier 

Dr. Beryl & Mrs. Renee Mell 

Dr. Linda A. Membreño 

Dr. Thomas Merigan 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 

Judith & Irwin Miller 

Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker 

Mrs. Carol Montgomery 

Dr. & Dr. Cassandra &  

Thomas Moore 

Lawrence J. Morgan 

Camille Morishige 

Mr. Paul Morris 

Thomas* & Anne Morton 

John & Melinda Moynier 

Berit & Robert Muh 

Renate M. Nadler, M.D. 

Joseph C. Najpaver &  

Deana Logan 

Ms. Mariam Nayiny &  

Mr. Nader Radjy 

Ms. Mary D. Niemiller 

Gerald & Ortrun Niesar 

Matthew & Nancy Noel 

Mr. Barton O’Brien 

David O’Grady 

George* & Karen Offen 

Marilyn Oronzi 

Lise Deschamps Ostwald 

Coralie & John Otoshi 

Ms. Catherine A. Owen 

Ms. Siu M. Owyeung 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Ward Paine 

Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven 

Papagiannopoulos 

Gerlie Papillion, M.D. &  

Nathan Anderson-Papillion 

Poyee & Patrick Pau 

Peter & Patricia Peterson 

Dr. Lawrence & Elizabeth Petz 

Ms. Nancy Pfund &  

Phil Polakoff, M.D. 

Dominique Philippine 

Ralph & Jane Pica 

Ms. Shauna Pickett-Gordon 

Mr. Terry Pitts 

Genevieve Plusa 

Ritchie & Melissa Post 

Susan K. Prather 

Jeanette M. Prato 

Margaret & Vic Quattrin 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn 

Charles & Patricia Raven 

Shirley & Robert Raymer 

Ms. Danielle Rebischung 

Ms. Amy Rennert &  

Ms. Louise Kollenbaum 

Guenther Rheinisch 

Dr. Jewell Parker Rhodes 

Audrey & Paul L. Richards 

Kathryn E. Ringgold 

Robert Ripps & Steven Spector 

Wayne & Murphy Robins 

Martin & Edis Robinson 
Rick & Stephanie Rogers 

R. M. Rogness 

Fran Rominger 

Yvette & Philip Rosedale 

Dr. Steven &  

Mrs. Miranda Rosenau 

Ms. Susan Rosenblatt 

Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz 

Messrs. Richard R. Rossi & 

Kimberly Mark Webb 

Mrs. Joan Rost 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Roxborough 

Stephen & Marcia Ruben 

Mr. John E. Ruden 

William & Leslie Rupley 

Francis & Andrea Rush 

Nancy J. Russell 

Todd & Sandra Sachs 

Louise Adler Sampson 

Mr. Pavi Sandhu 

Marlys & Joseph Saveri 

Mr. David Sawle 

Peter Sayre 

Ms. Janine Scancarelli & 

Mr. Christopher McMahon 

George Scangos &  

Leslie Wilson 

Ms. Beth Scanlan 

Sande Schlumberger 

Mr. & Mrs. John Schram 

Betty J. Schreiner, M.D. 

Ms. Barbara J. Schrock 

Mrs. Ronald Schroeder 

Ms. Andrea Schultz 

Pamela Sevilla 

Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan 

Merrill Shields 

Kate & Matthew Shilvock 

Mr. Daniel Shiplacoff & 

Prof. Roger Bourland 

Neal H. Shorstein, MD 

Barbara Silverberg 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg 

Judith & Walter Sleeth 

David & Barbara Sloss 

Mr. Mark Small 

James K. Sokol 

Sonia Soo & Alan Seem 

Gideon* & Cheryl Sorokin 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Specker 

Mr. Tom Standing 

Anita Stapen &  

Richard Granberg 

Joelle Steefel 

Mrs. Ann Marie Steig 

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein 

Ms. Barbara Stewart 

Mr. Mark Stoermer 

Blossom F. Strong 

Nobuyuki & Megumi Sugiura 

Mrs. Holly Suich 

Deborah Suppes 

Ms. Susan Sweet 

Valerie E. G. Talmage 

Sharon & John Tastor 

Martin & Elizabeth Terplan 

Nancy Terry 

Ms. Genell Texeira-De Robertis 

Ms. Holly Thauwald 

Ms. Joan Thoma 

Judy & Harold Ticktin 

Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 

Dean & Jeanice Tipps 

Patricia Totten 

Enrique Trachta 

Norman & Carol Traeger 

Justin Trapp 

Sharon Tsao 

Gisela & Peter Turner 

Mr. Anthony Vickers 

Mr. Richard Votava 

Tamisie Honey Vrolyk 

Arthur & Susan Walenta 

Ms. Adrian Walker 

Ms. Ann Y. Walker &  

Mr. David M. Jones 

Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin 

Alice & C.C.* Wang 

Mr. Rom Watson 

Ms. Belle Wei 

Ms. Tania L. Weiss 

Ron & Anne White 

Ms. Erika Williams 

Ms. Faye C. Wilson 

Peter & Georgia Windhorst 

Dr. & Mrs. Dale A. Wise 

Susan & Jonathan Wittwer 

Josiah & Michelle Wolcott 

Ms. Merilyn Wong 

Margaret VB Wurtele 

Russell & Marilyn Wylie 

Dennis & Lena Yang 

Dr. Myles Yanta 

Lowell S. Young &  

Celeste Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Zaccalini 

Pierluigi Zappacosta &  

Enrica D’Ettorre 

Mary & Harold Zlot Family 

Foundation 

Anne Zucchi 

Anonymous (17) 
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* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

P R I N C I PA L 
PAT R O N  
$2,000–$2,999 
Marc & Anita Abramowitz 
Norm Abramson & David Beery* 
Mr. Drake Adkisson 
Thomas F. Anders, M.D. 
Jill Antonides & Jorge Rodriguez 
Arcadia Phono, LLC 
Mrs. Deborah Armstrong 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Arnold 
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian 
Helen Baghdoyan 
Mr. & Mrs. Schuyler Bailey 
Ms. Celia Balfour 
Frances Balfour 
Mr. David Barlow &  

Mrs. Lisa Clark-Barlow 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Barnett 
Ms. I-Joen Beer 
Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch 
Ms. Beverly R. Benson 
John & Diane Benson 
Nella & Bill Berry 
Stuart & Helen Bessler 
Rachel Birkey 
Charles & Lenore Bleadon 
Adam Blumenthal 
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart 
Emily & Ethan Bold 
Dr. Sylvia Boorstein 
Ms. Debbie Booth 
Ms. Margaret Boyd* 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Brady 
Ms. Kathleen Braunstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Breitbart 
Dr. Roberta Brokaw 
Ms. Brenda Brown 
Gail Brown 
Mrs. Kathleen M. Brown 
Vivian & Michael Brown 
Gina & William Broz 
Mrs. Susanne Bruggemann 
Laurence Brunet 
Andrzej & Nancy Brzeski 
Mr. Audrius Budrys 
Mr. Rick Callison 
Phyllis Cannom 
Mrs. Ronald E. Cape 
Christine Cariati & Cliff Gerrish 
Ann & John Carroll 
Ms. Jacqueline Carson & Mr. Alan Cox 
Mr. Paul Casadonte 
Mr. Murray Case 
Mr. Daniel A. Chesir 
Holly Christman, M.D. 
Mr. Daniel Clark 
Ms. Georgina Clark 
Mr. Robert Clark 
Mrs. Ann Concannon &  

Mr. Barry O’Connell 
Richard & Sylvia Condon 
Ms. Aileen Cooke 
Ian Cooper 
Carol Gray Costigan 
Mr. John Cove & Ms. Natalie Balfour 
Mr. Bradford Crowell 
Sue & Ken Currier 
Ms. Jean L. Dana 
Mrs. Patricia Daniels 
Dr. Nancy Davidson &  

Mr. Steen Pedersen 
Mr. David Davis 
Ms. Dianna Deeley 
Ronald Denchfield & Patricia Molvar 
Carol & Joseph DePond 
Mr. & Mrs. Raj Desai 
Ms. Suzanne Diamond 
Ms. Anne Dickerson Lind 
Nina Dickerson 
Mr. & Ms. Dave Disco 

Maria & Henry Donahoe 
Dan Donigan 
Mary Lou Dorking 
Nancy Doyle, M.D. 
William H. Draper III 
Peter G. Drewliner 
Mr. Frank Dreyer 
Ms. Jennifer Durand 
John & Roberta Eidson 
Kenneth & Christina Einstein 
Judith & Phillip Erdberg 
Shaari Ergas 
Eric P. Essman 
Evans Fund 
Andrea Everett 
Mr. Fred & Mrs. Joan Falender 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Falvo 
Ella Fehl 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Thomas & Nancy Fiene 
Firestone Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis C.G. Fisher 
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick 
Nancy Flores 
Eugene Fluder 
Richard L. Frank Trust 
Mr. Steven W. Frank 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
David & Betsy Fryberger 
Mr. Vance George 
Sandra & Yuen Gin 
Steven H. Goldberg, M.D. &  

Sandee Blechman 
Ms. Martha Goldin 
Mr. Will Gould 
Philip Goward 
Mrs. Bertita Graebner 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter H.T. Gray 
Carol & John W. Green 
Mr. William G. & Mrs. Shand Green 
Sallie Griffith 
Dan & Kelly Grimaldi 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Mary & Michael Hanemann 
Ms. Anette L. Harris 
Mr. Neil E. Hart 
Robert G. Harvey 
Devin Head 
Mr. David A. Hearth &  

Ms. Lauren T. Hall 
John F. Heil 
Helen Heintz 
Ms. Firouzeh Hejazi 
Dr. Diana S. Herbst 
Ms. Carmen Hernandez 
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hersh 
Walter & Esther Hewlett 
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Hinkle 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hiramoto-Hess 
Dr. Lucie Hirmina 
Ms. Parki Hoeschler 
Don Hoffman 
Mr. Marshall H. Hollimon 
Ms. Irma Honda 
Molly & Jock Hooper 
Dr. Ronald Hopkins 
Raymond & Karen Houck 
Ms. May Houghton 
Ms. Vija Hovgard 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard 
Ms. Sharon Hunter 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 
Ms. Karen Ivy 
Mr. Stephen Jackson &  

Ms. June Kori Kody 
Dr. Michael A. Jaffe M.D. 
Glen Jarvis 
Mr. & Mrs. John O. Jenkins 
Ms. M. Anne Jennings 
Mr. & Ms. Mark Johnson 
Tracy & Frank Jonelis 
Mr. Clovis Darryl Jones 

Paul S. Jones 
Rosalalind Kandler 
Dr. Arjun Kapur 
Mr. Thomas L. Kardos 
Bennett R. & Suzy Katz 
Ms. Claudia Kennedy 
Kyle Kerr 
Dukju Kim 
Mr. David Kimport 
Mark Kjeldgaard 
Eileen & Arthur Klatsky 
Ms. Anna-Lisa Klettenberg 
Mr. Witold Klimenko 
David Kneupper 
Ms. Theresa Kobel 
Richard Koch 
Jane Koegel 
Gernot & Anita Koehler 
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo 
Victor & Joan KorenmanA 
David Krimm & Peter Bradley 
Meghan Krogh 
Mr. Ching-Lung Lai 
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti 
Peter Langner 
Mr. Roger Lauer 
Spencer Layton 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Lazarus 
Ms. Carol Lazier 
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Lebedeff 
Mr. & Mrs. Emory M. Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. David Lehman 
Mr. Kenneth Leitch 
Mr. Carl Lester 
Mrs. Carole Lewis 
Mr. Mark Lewis 
Ms. Michelle Li 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Lovett, Jr. 
Ms. Helene Lupatkin 
Ms. Jennifer Lynch &  

Mr. Justin Schuster 
Dr. Richard Lynch 
Mr. Timothy Lynch 
Hon Mai & Joseph Goodman 
Mr. John E. Major 
Ms. & Mr. Naomi C. Mann 
Mr. Peter Mansfield 
Joan Mansour 
John Marcom & Arif Hasyim 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Martin 
Willlam H.L. Martin & Cathy Corison 
Mr. Kim McCall 
Robert McDowell 
Mrs. Mary McKee 
Mr. David McNally 
Mary A. McTigue 
Mr. & Mrs. David Meckler 
Ms. Ada Mei 
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Melchior 
Ms. Suzanne R. Mellen 
Mr. Kurt M. Menning 
Mr. David Messick 
Ms. Marla J. Miller 
Sean Minnig & Matt Evans 
Ms. Patricia Mitchell 
Jorge Monico 
Mr. Carlos Montano 
Mr. Chris Moore 
Denis Moore & Paul Garza 
Mr. Douglas G. Moore 
Mr. Jack Morris 
Ms. Victoria Mortensen 
Ms. Kathleen E. Mulaney 
Mr. Michael Mullany 
Mr. Michael Mullen 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Nath 
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest Newbrun 
Mr. & Mrs. George A. Newhall 
David Newton 
V. Newton 
Niblock Charitable Trust 
Jim & Brenda Nirenstein 

Wendy & Craig Nishizaki 
Ms. Rita A. Norton 
Mrs. Helen Nutter 
Mr. Garrick Ohlsson 
Harold Parks 
Mrs. Barbara Paschke 
Mr. Raul Pavon 
Ms. Matilda Perkins &  

Mr. Michael Freeburger 
Miss Donna Petersen 
Andrew & Myrto Petreas 
Mr. Jose Rubens Pirani 
Mr. & Mrs. Wolfgang Pohl 
Justice Stuart & Mrs. Lee Pollak 
Clifford Popejoy 
Joseph Powe 
Felice S. Price 
Mr. Gregory Price 
Peter Prichard 
Ms. Norma Quan 
Ann Ratcliffe 
Alan M. & Nancy Raznick 
Allan Reiter 
Mr. William Rense 
Ms. Martha Richards &  

Ms. Marguerite Lee 
Mr. David Roberts 
Mr. David Roberts 
Ms. Lorraine Robinson 
Mr. David Roe 
Mr. Sean Rositano 
Richard W. Ross 
Sally Ross 
Mary Ellen Rossi 
Mr. David Rothman 
Jennifer Rozum 
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney 
Mr. Mike Rudolph 
Ms. Marsha Ryle 
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Mr. Federico Sandino 
Mr. Stephen Sasse 
Lecia Scaglione 
Mrs. Nora Schaaf 
Mr. Yuval Scharf 
Randy Schekman & Patty Coffin 
Ms. Mary Schelling 
Mr. Frank Schirrmeister 
Mr. Daniel Schoerner &  

Ms. Donna Pitteri 
Mr. Charles Schweger 
Mr. James Scillian 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Shoop 
Michael Seaton 
Mr. Saibal Sen 
Dr. Carolyn M. Senger 
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer 
Judy & Wylie Sheldon 
Ms. Mary Shelford 
Mr. Michael Silpa 
Dr. Marilyn N. Silva 
Ms. Christine W. Silver 
Mr. John Simpson 
Mr. Thomas Sinclair 
Mr. George Slavin 
David Smalley 
Mr. Donald Smart 
Dr. George L. Smith, Jr. 
Mr. William Smith 
Mary Ann Somerville 
Mr. & Ms. Yoram Sorokin 
Ms. Lucie Spieler 
Ms. Kim Spitler 
Mr. Storm Staley 
Ms. Kathleen Stamm 
Mr. Russell Statman 
Melchior Thompson &  

Nell Lee Stinson-Thompson 
Matt & Tami Stolte 
Ms. Blanche G. Streeter 
David & Jane Stringer 
Mrs. Catherine Stroup 

Ms. Terri Stuart 
John Sulan 
Ms. Noriko Tabata & Mr. John Watkins 
Barbara Tennant 
Peter & Nancy Thompson 
Gunnel Tottie 
Ms. Brigitta Troy 
Danielle & Robert Troy 
Dr. Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D. 
Paul van der Staay 
Mr. Peter Van Etten 
Mr. Frank VanCourt 
Ms. Nora E. Wagner 
Rosemarie Wagner 
Brian & Stephanie Walsh 
Mr. Victor Walters 
Ms. Jenny Wang 
Mrs. Mary-Margaret Ward 
David & Kathryn Welch 
Mr. David Wheeler 
Ms. Michelle Wilcox &  

Mr. Rob Kuhling 
Mr. Frederick T. Williams 
Ann L. Williamson 
Mr. Mason Willrich 
Dr. & Mrs. Russell D. Woo M.D. 
Mr. Donald R. Worn 
Mr. & Ms. Gregory Wright 
Mr. Matthew Yang 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Zachrisson 
Mr. Robert Zeiss 
Dr. Sondra Zentner &  

Ms. Sophie Neubert 
Anonymous (2) 
 

S U S TA I N I N G  
PAT R O N  
$1,000–$1,999 
Mrs. Anneliese Abdella 
Richard & Marcia Abrams 
Marc F. Abramson, M.D. 
Jane & Christopher Adams 
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock 
Amir V. Adibi &  

Shannon R. Clawson 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Ms. Lois Aldwin 
Scott R. & Catherine Q. Alexander 
Mr. Ignacio M. Aliagas 
Dolores M. Allen 
Lexis & David Allen 
Dr. Maria D. Allo 
Mr. Robert Alter & Ms. Carol Cosman 
Ms. Myrna Alvarez 
Ms. Susan Amaturo 
Irene Poon Andersen 
Mrs. Susan Andersen 
Mrs. Linda Anderson 
Paul W. Anderson 
Dr. & Mrs. Brad Anderson 
Dr.* & Mrs. Theodore W. Anderson 
Mr. Donald Andreini 
Dr. Bettina Apthekar 
Dr. Allen I. Arieff 
David Armstrong 
Ms. Julie Armstrong 
Mr. Jonathan Arnowitz 
Dr. Andrew J. Aronson 
Robert Atkins 
Mr. Jay Atkinson 
Mr. Arthur Atlas 
Mr. Bruce Auld 
Robert Aulgur,  

in memory of Corrine Shelly Aulgur 
Mr. Roger Bagley 
Ms. Mary Baiamonte 
Mr. Thomas Lee Baker 
Ms. Virginia Bale 
Dr. Flora Banuett 
David N. Barnard 
Hans Barnard & Willemina Wendrich 
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* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

Ms. Joanne Barnes 
Ms. Margaret M. Barratt 
John Barrer 
Mrs. Dottie Barrett 
Ira & Carol Barrows 
Albert Bartridge 
Mr. Douglas C. Bassler 
Mrs. Lieselotte Bauer 
Paul & Linda Baumann 
Ms. Nancy Baxter 
Claudia Belcher 
Ms. Natalia Belova 
Keith Bentley 
Mrs. Dawn Berger 
Ms. Anna Bergman 
Richard & Maureen Bergson 
Mr. Simon C. Berry 
Mr. Stephen Bertram 
Mr. & Mrs. D. & S. Best 
Mr. Jayaram Bhat 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Lem 
Sym Blanchard 
Mr. Jonathan Blees 
Mr. Timothy Blevins 
Mr. Nicholas Bloisa 
Janet Nye Blomquist 
Mr. Wolfgang Bluhm 
Ms. Linda S. Blum 
Judy Bogart & Richard Hyde 
Neil Bogue 
Ms. Barbara Boies 
Dr. Morris Bol & Mr. Lewis A. Crickard 
Dr. Jean S. Bolen 
Mr. Brad Bollinger 
Mr. Leon W. Bonner Jr. 
Ms. Patricia Jones Boone 
Kenneth Borelli 
Ms. Moura Borisova 
Ben & Noël Bouck 
Mr. & Ms. Layne Bourque 
Mr. Barry Box 
Ms. Joan K. Boyd 
Mr. Roy Boyd 
Mr. Walter Boyd 
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett 
Stevan D. Bradley 
Mr. Peter M. Brady, Jr. 
Helen Brake 
Mr. David R. Braker 
Mr. Roland E. Brandel 
Mr. James Brandman 
Lawrence Brandt 
Mr. Robert C. Brandt 
Reid Branson 
Ms. Hillary Braun 
Matthias Braun & Ursula Vitt 
Marion F. Bray 
Mr. Jason Breaker 
Mr. Joseph Brennan 
Mr. Andrew Brenneman 
Marilyn & Marvin Brenner 
Mr. Michael J. Bresler 
Ms. Wendy Breuer &  

Mr. Charles Crane 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Britton 
Mr. Michael Broach 
Michael Brocoum 
Scotty Brookie & Andrew Purchin 
Gabe & Trish Brovedani 
David Brown 
Ms. Judith D. Brown 
Sam & Ginger Brown 
Ms. Sandra Brown 
Mr. Steven R. Brown 
Mr. Donald Browne 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Brush 
Ms. Carolyn Bryant 
Wendy Buchen 
Lisa Bullard 
Barbra & Eric Burman 
Mr. Bruce Burns 
Edward Burns & Kunhsien Hsieh 

Mr. James G. Butler 
Mr. Peter Buttrick 
Mr. Gerald Cahill &  

Ms. Kathleen S. King 
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Calhoun 
Ms. Georgia Callahan 
Mrs. Ana Campo 
Mrs. Maria Canizales 
Mr. Robert M. Caplan 
Mr. Gerry Cardinal III 
Francisco Cardoso 
Randal Carlson 
Richard Carlstrom 
Bruce & Mary Alice Carswell 
Mr. Robert Case 
Mr. Steven Cassinelli 
Mr. Eugene B. Ceccotti 
Sarah Chamberlain 
Ms. Loretta Chaperon 
Ms. Karen Chapman 
Dr. Michael Charney 
Mr. Michael Chase 
Philip Chenette, M.D &  

Shelley Bransten 
Ms. Janet Chiang 
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs 
Mr. William C. Chiles 
Ms. Tzu-I Isabel Chiu 
Mr. James Christenson 
Mr. Paul Chrzanowski 
Mr. Alan Chu 
Ms. Ann D. Claesgens 
Mr. David J. Clark 
Ms. Sarah Clark 
Mr. Paul C. Clifford 
Dr. Cara Coburn 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Coffey 
Mrs. Ralph L. Coffman 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Ms. Emily G. Cole 
Prof. George & Mrs. Jane Collier 
Mr. Stephen L. Collier &  

Mr. Frank A. Patt 
Marian E. Collins 
Ms. Elizabeth Colton 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Colver 
Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham 
Carol & Lewis Connolly 
Geoffrey Constable 
Alexander Conway 
Mrs. Moira Conzelman 
Mr. Donald E. & Mrs. Diane P. Cooley 
Ms. Marilyn Cooper 
Mr. George H. Corona 
Deborah Costa 
Michael Coughlan 
Hugh J. Coughlin 
Mrs. James E. Court 
Mr. Norman Couttie 
Terry & Evelent Cox 
Patricia H. Crafts, 

in memory of James F. Crafts, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Gary & Diana Cramer 
John Cramer 
Mr. Frederick Craw 
Kate Crawford 
Clive Criper 
Mr. John C. Cromack 
David Cross 
Mrs. Angelique Cucaro-Renault 
Ms. Anne Curran 
Ms. Christina Curry 
Mr. Christian Dahlen 
Mrs. Janet Dahlsten 
Mr. & Mrs. James Daley 
Mr. A. S. Damji 
Mr. Max Daneri 
Ms. Caroline Daniels 
Robert Daoust 
Mr. Herbert Dauber 
Mr. Christopher Davies 

Mr. Craig Davis 
Mr. Erik Davis 
Mrs. Erin Davis 
Rebecca Davis 
Mr. William P. Davis 
Ms. Lydia Daniels Day 
Mrs. Sandra Dean-Marlowe 
Alan Dean 
Andrew Dean 
Ms. Eileen Deiss 
Mrs. Ann Del Simone 
Ms. Vera DeMartini 
Ms. Antonia DeMatto 
Miss Judith Deniz 
Ms. Marta De PierrisA 
Linda Derivi & Stephan Castellanos 
Thomas P. & Veronica C. Devitt 
Ms. Maria E. Dichov 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Dickinson 
Ms. Pamela Dickson 
Sue & John Diekman 
Mr. Stanley J. Dirks 
Carl & Meredith Ditmore 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Dittmer 
Dave & Helen Dix 
Ms. Maureen Dobiesz 
Mr. Don Dodson 
Mr. Manuel Donesa 
Ms. Jeanne Dorward 
Ms. Alexandra Dostrow 
Mr. Calvin B. Doucet 
Michael Dougherty 
Matt & Carolyn Dowling 
Ms. Edith Drcar 
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D. 
Edma Dumanian 
Mr. Bruce Dutson 
Rebecca M. Dyas 
Ms. Nicole Economou 
Kirk & Thara Edson 
Ms. Helen Edwards 
Michael Egesdal 
Mr. Albert Eisenstat 
Ms. Janice R. Eldred &  

Mr. Peter Szutu 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Elliott 
Kathryn Carole Ellison 
Mr. Robin Elwood 
Mrs. Maria G. Erdi 
Mr. Marc Escuro 
Anne & Peter Esmonde 
Mr. Tom Etheridge & Ms. Luanne Rolly 
Mrs. Joyce Mishel Ettinger 
Ms. Deborah Kaplan Evans 
Mr. David Ewing 
Mr. Robert Falk 
Dr. William Falvey 
Ms. Phoebe Farnam 
Richard Farris 
Mr. Adrian Fedorovici 
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman 
Lois & Roland Feller 
Mr. John Fenster 
Mr. Robert M. Ferencz 
Mr. Chad Ferguson 
Mrs. Kristin Ferguson 
Niall Ferguson 
Ellen Finch 
Mr. Jeffrey Fine 
Leah Fine 
Hartmut Fischer & Anne T. Harvey 
Mr & Mrs. Allan Fisher 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Nancy Flathman 
Mr. Adam Flatt 
Barbara Jean Fopp Paullin 
Mr. Kirk Forbeck 
Karen Ford 
David & Sheridan Foster 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh W. Foster 
Mr. Anthony Fotherby 
Mr. Jeffrey R. Fox 

Mrs. Barbara Fracchia 
Mr. John G. Francis 
Ms. Uta Francke 
Sonia Frank 
Mr. Zephyr Frank 
Jim & Karen Frassetto 
Mr. David Freedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Freinkel 
Mr. Adam Fried 
Ms. Deborah Friedlaender 
Mr. Amir Friedman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Paul Friedman 
Ms. Gaye Frisby 
James H. & Alison M. Fritzsche 
Linle & Jim Froeb 
Sverre Froyen 
Mr. James Fruehling 
Miss Judy N. Fu 
Mr. & Ms. Douglas W. Fuerstenau 
Mrs. Georgia Fulstone 
Ms. Grace Gabe 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Gage 
Ms. Janet Gallin & Mr. Ted Kelter 
Ms. Linda Gandara 
Mr. Jordan Gardner &  

Ms. Victoria Weatherford 
Mr. Paul Gardner 
Margaret E. Garms 
Ms. Marie-Louise Garrett 
Mr. Bryant Garth 
Ms. Judith E. Garvens 
Max Gasner 
Mr. Leo & Mrs. Jane Gaspardone 
Nick C. Geannacopulos 
Hans-Florian Geerdes 
Mrs. Elaine Geffen 
Ms. Louise Gelotte 
Mr. Sam Genirberg 
Ms. Pamela George 
Mr. Hartmut H. Gerdes 
Mr. David Gettman 
Mr. Richard Gilbert 
Ms. Alexandra Gillen 
Ms. Sandra Gillette 
Mr. David Gimpelevich 
Mr. Philip Gold 
Ms. Marsha Goldberg 
Robert Goldfien 
Mrs. Patricia Goldhoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Goldman 
Mr. Ricardo Gonzales 
Mr. Gilbert Gonzalez &  

Mr. Jim Leuker 
Kathryn A. & Kevin Gorges 
Ms. Patricia Gotchall & Ms. Jean Meeks 
Ms. Janet Goy 
Ms. Barbara Goza 
Mr. James Grant 
Ms. Loretta M. Green 
Mr. Roger W. Green 
Mrs. Maria Greenwald 
Mr. Herbert Grench 
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson 
Don & Becky Grether 
Patricia L. Griffin 
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green 
Ms. Isebill Gruhn 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Mr. Andrey Gubichev 
Mrs. Mary Gundelach 
Dr. Mats Gunnars 
Brian & Elizaveta Gustafson 
Mr. Roger Guy-Bray 
Ms. Jacqueline Guzzo 
M. M. Hadcock, M.D. 
Ms. Holly Haight 
Jeannie Hale 
Candace Hall 
Mr. Christopher Hall &  

Ms. Sandra Sarro 
Ms. Andrea Halliday 
G. R. Hamrdla 

Dr. S. Hand 
Ms. Margaret Handelman 
Mr. David Hankinson 
Mr. Kevin Hanrahan 
Mr. Joseph Hansen &  

Mr. Richard R. Cicinelli 
Ms. Judith Harding 
Diana Hardy 
Mr. Roy Dean Hardy 
Thomas Harkins & Thomas Philipps 
Mrs. Melinda Harmon 
Mrs. & Mr. Hartley 
Jon & Connie Hartung 
Mr. Charles Hashim 
Mr. Jozef Hatala 
Mr. Robert L. Hausmann 
Mr. Kenneth Hecht 
Mrs. Lenore B. Heffernan 
Ms. Elisabeth Hellmann 
SK Henderson 
Alan & Joan Henricks 
Ms. Diane Henry 
Dr. Vincent Hentz 
Mr. Edwin Hernandez 
Mr. Robert Herriot 
Lynn & Robert HetlandA 
Mrs. Cecilia Hewett 
Mr. Rockne Hill 
Terence Hird 
Mr. Warren Hirsch 
Fred & Sandra Hirschfield 
Ms. Patricia Hitchens 
Dr. Betty M. Ho 
Ms. Margaret Ho 
Mark Allan Hodes 
Mr. Melvin S. Hodges 
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman 
Diane & Richard Hohl 
Dr. Susan Holbrook &  

James B. Florey, M.D. 
Carol D. Holden 
Ben Hollin 
Mr. Brian W. Holmes 
Ms. Rosalie D. Holtz 
Joseph Hooker 
Ms. Catherine Hooper 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Dr. Richard T. Hoppe 
John Hornberger 
Frances & Lance Houser 
Ms. Sally V. Houston 
Ms. Hing On Hsu 
William Huang 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III 
Ms. Georgia A. Hughes 
Mr. David Hulin 
Mr. John Hunt 
Ms. Mary Idso 
Mr. Alberto Ilano 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Imatani 
Alex Ingersoll & Martin Tannenbaum 
Mr. Edward C. Ingraham 
Mr. Stephen Iremonger 
Mr. Charles Isola 
Alan Jacobs 
Ms. Laura Jacobson &’Mr. John 

Denton 
Mr. Klaus Jaeger 
Mr. Alexander Jakle 
Sally James 
Ms. Naomi Janowitz 
Mr. Ted Jarvi & Ms. Helen Hall 
Jeraldine S. Johnson 
Julie Johnson 
Ms. Marian Johnston 
Mr. Mountaine Jonas 
Harvey L. Jones 
Mrs. Frances G. Joyce 
Andrea G. Julian 
Andrew Junius 
Mr. & Mrs. George Jurkowich 
Mr. Richard Kadel 
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Ms. Mary Kahn 
Dr. & Mrs. Hisashi Kajikuri 
Mr. Richard Kalkbrenner 
Nene Kalu 
Daniel F. Kane, Jr. & Silvia Sorell 
Jon Kannegaard & Patricia Sandoval 
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton 
Susan & Ken Kawaichi 
Mr. Loren Kayfetz 
Diana H. Kazubowski 
Kathryn Kearney 
John Keeley 
Ms. Elizabeth D. Kelker 
Erwin Kelly 
Mr. Frank Kelly 
Dr. & Mrs. James Kelly 
Ms. Jane Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas C. Kent 
Mr. Chenghung Ker 
Ms. Diane Ketelle 
Mr. Joe Khoei 
Sheila Doyle Kiernan 
Mr. Hyunchul Kim 
Mr. Michael Kim 
Femie & Curtis King 
Ms. Jessie King 
Neil King 
Mr. James Kingdon 
Ms. Marie Kinkade 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Kirkham 
Ms. Kathleen Kirkish 
Ms. Madeline Kitier 
Ms. Katharine Kleinke 
Mrs. Chuen Kleiser 
Ellen Kline 
Dr. Kathryn Klingebiel 
Mr. Peter H. Klopfer 
Knight Angels 
Judith & Harlan Koch 
Volker Koch 
Mr. John M. Kohlmeier 
Mr. Martin Kooi 
Marta & Alex Kozera 
Ms. Barbara Kral 
Allan & Linda Kramer 
Mr. Norman Krasne 
Mr. Glenn Krasner 
Mrs. Caroline Krauskopf 
Charles Kredensor &  

Frederic Saunders 
Mr. Don Krohn 
Judith Krotec 
Harold Kruth 
Ms. Mary Kruzas 
Ms. Elizabeth Kuehner 

Ms. Gillian Kuehner 
Kenneth & Monica Kulander 
Mr. Charles Kunz 
Mr. David Kutz 
Ms. Silvia Kuzmicz 
Ms. Amy Kyle 
Ms. Kathe Lake 
Steve Lalliss 
Joan Lam 
Mr. Russell M. Lampert 
Andrew Lan 
Mr. Gary Lang 
Mrs. Mary Lanier & Mr. Larry Wornian 
Stephen & Maria Lans 
Ms. Kathleen LaPlante 
David Larson 
Mr. Charles R. Lassman 
James P. Laumond, M.D. 
Ms. Mercedes Laurencin 
Mrs. Jan V. Lawler 
Mr. Myles Lawless 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Lazarus 
Ms. Harriet Lazer 
Ms. Christina Lee 
Kewchang Lee, M.D. 
Dr. Marion Lee 
Mrs. Vera W. Lee & Mr. Wilton Woo 
Edgar & Joyce Lehmann 
Dr. & Mrs. Hoyle Leigh 
Paul E. LeMal, M.D. 
Mr. Edwin Lennox 
Victoria Leo 
Mr. Jim Leonard 
Amy & Stan Leopard 
Michael & Linda McIlvoy 
Ms. Carol Levenson 
Mr. Richard Levey 
Mr. Mark Levi 
Mr. Laurence Levin 
Adrelle K. Levy 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis 
James & Michelle Lewis 
Jeanette Lewis 
Dr. T. Juhani Linna 
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lipson 
John Livingston & Frances Etow 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Loar 
John Lockton 
Alan LoFaso 
Brian Logan 
Ms. Susanne Lohmann 
Mr. John W. Long 
Ms. Barbara Lopez 
Frank & Sally Lopez 

Mr. David Low &  
Ms. Dominique Lahaussois 

Phillip Lowe 
Dr. & Mrs. Jerold Lowenstein 
Mr. Simon Lowings 
Frances Lozano 
Mrs. Ailsa E. Ludvik 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr. 
Mrs. Wilda Lundborg 
Kurtice C. Luther 
Mr. Stuart Mabon 
Ms. Pamela Macal 
Liza Jane MacNaughton 
Mr. Allison Maggiolo 
Mr. Anthony Maggiore 
Neil Mahoney 
Mr. Laird Malamed 
Joan & Roger Mann 
Ms. Marilyn Mansfield 
Davide Marchesi 
Mr. Gordon W. Marks 
Roberta A. Marlowe 
Mr. Kevin B. Martin 
Ms. Alex Marzano 
Drs. Lorraine & Stephen Massa 
Elise Masur 
Mrs. Charlene Mathias 
Ms. Jean Matsuura 
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews 
Mrs. Joan Maxwell 
Mr. Warren May 
Mr. Henry Mayer 
Mrs. Cari McAskill &  

Mr. Graham L. Hine 
Ms. Katherine McClellan 
Dr. Brian P. McCune 
Mr. John McDougall 
John G. McGehee 
Ms. Julie McHenry 
George & Marie McKinney 
John McLaughlin 
Mrs. Holly McMahon 
Mr. R. S. McMillen 
Randall McMullan 
Mr. John McNally 
Fabrizio Mecozzi 
David & Erika Meinhardt 
Craig Melchert 
Anthony F. Melia 
Mr. Robert Messick 
Thomas & Barbara Metcalf 
Dr. Allison Metz 
Carolyn Meyer Ayag 
Mr. Gary Mezzatesta 
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller 

Dr. & Mrs. Manfred Michlmayr 
Michael Middleton 
Karnig & Santoukht Silva Mikaelian 
Mr. Andrew A. Miller 
Mr. David Miller 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Miller 
Caroline Milton 
Mr. John W. Minnich 
Mr. Kevin Mintz 
Mr. & Mrs. H. William Mirbach 
Carol Mirenda & Warren Lee 
Cosette P. Mitchell 
Michael Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett 
Ms. Karen Moneta 
Ms. Ann Morales 
Mrs. Maria Morgan 
Bill Morgan & Gwen Herrin 
Ms. Christine Morphopoulos 
Mr. Glenn A. Morrison 
Mr. Zachary Morrison 
Mr. John Morton 
Mr. & Mrs. Bhushan Mudbhary 
Mr. Robert Mukai 
Ms. Sharon Mulgrew &  

Mr. Brian Umeki 
Mrs. Renata L. Mullen 
Joseph Mullinix 
Ms. Della Mundy 
John H. & Elizabeth B. Munz 
Ms. Majbritt Murdock 
Mrs. Pamela Murdock 
Ms. Jessica Murphey 
Mr. David Murphy 
Ms. Elizabeth W. Murphy 
Kathleen Murray 
John & Diane Musgrave 
Ms. Mary Lou Myers 
Mr. Tom Myers 
Ms. Chika Nagata 
Mr. Anthony Nash &  

Mrs. Dorene Cotter 
Mrs. Terrylin Neale 
Ms. Nancy M. Nee 
Mr. Charles & Dr. Laura Nelson 
Ms. Mary D. Nelson 
Mr. Russell Nelson 
Mr. Jordan Nerenberg 
Wanda Nervi 
Mr. Robert K. Nesbet 
Mr. Aldo Nevarez 
Mr. Carl & Mrs. Wenlan Ng 
Kari Niiranen 
Dr. Hiroshi Nikaido 

Mrs. Nancy Ninegar 
James A. Noe III 
Ms. Kay Noel 
Mr. Terrence M. Nordstrom 
Amy Norman 
Ms. Barbara North 
Mr. & Ms. D. Warner North 
Allen & Gayle Notowitz 
Noelle Nugent 
Ms. Gladys Nutt 
Ms. Joyce P. O’Connor 
Dr. Michael O’Connor &  

Dr. Patricia O’Connor 
Ms. Ellen A. O’Donnell 
Mr. Brian O’Laughlin 
Mr. Gregory O’Leary &  

Ms. Patricia Kenney 
Mr. Stanley O’Loughlin 
Fran & John O’Sullivan 
Dr. David D. Oakes &  

Ms. Sheila R. Botein 
Nancy Ober Alward & Eugene Alward 
Mrs. Judith Ocken 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Col. Gary Ohls 
Stefanie Olivieri 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olness 
Brian Olson 
Robert & Diane Olson 
Mr. Aare Onton 
Mr. Stephen Ordway 
Ms. Elvira M. Orly 
Karin Orsic & Greg Davis 
Dr. & Mrs. Hans I. Orup 
Ms. Portia Osborne 
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne 
Mr. Peter Osinoff 
Mr. John W. Ostrom 
Mr. Thomas Pajak 
Marlene & Ted Pala 
Mr. Gerald M. Palladino 
Ellice J. Papp 
Mr. Raymond Paramo 
Ms. Bai Park 
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Patton 
Mr. Alec Pedersen 
Ms. Cori Dollette Peele 
Dr. Lenore Pereira & Dr. Richard Niles 
Mr. Jason Perry 
Ms. JoAnn Perry 
Mr. Roland H. Pesch 
Jane G. Petersen 
Mr. Steven Peterson 
Ms. Susan D. Peterson 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

BECOME A MONTHLY GIVER 

Opera enriches lives all year round—not just when it’s on stage. As a 
monthly giver you can provide meaningful, ongoing support in an 
easy and affordable way.  

Your selected contribution amount will be automatically charged to 
your credit or debit card each month for as long as you wish to 
participate. Best of all, you’ll receive membership benefits at a level 
equal to 12 months of recurring gifts, starting the day you sign up. 

To join our monthly giving program visit sfopera.com/monthlygiving 
or call (415) 565-3212. 

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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Ms. Pamela Philbert 
John & Kristina Philpott 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
Mr. Steve Piatek 
Frank Pieri 
Peter Pierson 
Sir Desmond Pitcher 
Ms. Anastasia Polakis 
Kyle Polite & Rob Snow 
Mrs. Paula Polley 
Mr. Raymond Pomerville 
Ryan Pon 
Martin Porras 
Kenneth Porrello 
Michael Portillo 
Stuart Poyner 
Stephen W. Prata 
Mr. & Ms. Frank L. Prather 
Hiroko Prather 
Mr. Burr Preston 
Karl Pribram & Sweta Arora 
Susan Price 
Mr. John Proffitt 
Louis Ptacek & Ying-Hui Fu 
Robert & Consuelo Purvis 
Mr. John Quarterman 
Ms. Maria Quiros 
Mr. & Mrs. Sergey Rakitchenkov 
Mr. Robert W. Rankin 
David & Mary Raub 
Gordon Rausser 
Ms. Melissa Reading &  

Mr. John I. Castor 
Ms. Anne Redman 
Mr. Timm Redwood 
Mr. CJ Reeves 
Rossannah Reeves 
Diana Reid & Marc Chazaud 
Frances K. Reid 
The Hon. & Mrs. William K. Reilly 
Ms. Pamela L. Reinertsen 
Mr. Tom Reinhold 
Ms. Pamela Reis 
Brian Reiser 
Mr. Joel Reiter 
Mr. William E. Reller 
Mrs. Danielle Reneau 
Mr. Jorge Reyes 
Mr. Seth Rice 
Julie & Christopher Ridley 
Ms. Patricia Ridlon 
Mr. Ernst Rinderknecht 
Ms. Margrit Rinderknecht 
Ms. Louise Ritchie 
Dr. Dan Robbins 
Mark Robertson 
Ms. Jeanne C. Robinson 
Mr. Ernest M. Robles 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Robson 
William & Sue Rochester 
Ms. Mary E. Rockdale 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett 
Leslie & Carl Rodd 
Michael & Janet Rodriguez 
Theres & Dennis Rohan 

Lynn Roller & John Wagoner 
Bill Roman 
Marguerite Romanello 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
James & Roberta Romeo 
Noelle & Ken Roost 
Dr. Andrew & Erica Rosenblatt 
Ms. Davy Rosenzweig 
Floyd W. Ross 
Barry Roth 
Mr. Donald Roth 
Ms. Laura Royster 
Frank D. Rubin 
Mr. James Rumbaugh &  

Ms. Madeline Morrow 
Mr. Dieter Saalmann 
Seymour Sabesin 
David & Bonnie Sachs 
Phyllis & Charles Salmon 
Mr. & Ms. Lyman Saltzen 
Ms. Marily M. Sampson 
Dr. Bruce J. Sams Jr. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Samson 
Mr. Fernando Sanchez-Riera 
Brigitte Sandquist 
Mr. Stuart Sands 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Ms. Marge Satinsky 
Mr. Richard Savoy 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher 
Mr. Leland Saylor 
Mr. Christopher Scanlan 
William Scharf 
Mr. Edgar Schein 
Ms. Amber Schenck 
Dr. Brendan Scherer 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Alton Schick 
Dr. Kurt A. Schlesinger &  

Dr. Barbara S. Artson 
Dr. Paula Schlesinger 
Mrs. Irmgard Schmid-Maybach 
Eddie Schmidt 
Margot Schmitz 
Mr. Robert P. Schneider 
Mr. Russell Schrader 
Phoebe & Christopher Schreiber 
Ms. Susan Schroeder 
Mrs. Helen Schulak 
Ms. Olivia E. Sears 
Ms. Marilyn Sefchovich 
Mr. Sigmund Seigel & Ms. Karen Topp 
Charles & Janet Y. Seim 
Tom & Robin Selfridge 
Mr. David Serrano Sewell 
Stephanie Sfakianos 
Ms. Louise Shalit 
Drs. Charles & Andrea Shapiro 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Ms. Marcey Shapiro 
Mr. Andrey Shaw 
Dr. David Shearn 
Mr. Neil Sheffield 
Ms. Michaelyn Shelley-David 
Mr. Jeff Sherry 
James R. Shevock 

Ilene Shifrin 
Elias Shikaloff 
Diana & Richard Shore 
Ms. Anne Shultz 
Louis Silcox 
Mr. Scott Silveira 
Mr. Axel Simon 
Mr. Will Simpson 
Ms. King-Dah Sip 
Mr. Harold Skilbred 
Marilyn & Ronald Skinner 
Mrs. Alice Sklar 
Mr. Robert Sklenar 
Ms. Michaelene C. Skronski 
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen 
Sheldon Sloan 
Mr. George Sloup 
Mr. Glen Smerage 
Mr. Albert G. Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr. 
Ms. Joyce T. Smith 
Ms. Judith L. Smith 
Ms. Laurie Smith 
Mr. Lincoln Smith 
Smith Family 
Peter Smith 
Roberta Smith 
Dr. Stephen R. Smith 
Judy & Bill Snow 
Stefanie Snow 
Thomas Snyder 
Ms. Jane Q. Sokolow &  

Mr. Bill Branca 
Mr. Kevin E. Solliday 
Barbara & Paul Sonnenblick 
Gary J. Sorgen 
Mrs. Virginia Soult 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Souza 
Mr. Fred Spitz 
Mr. John Spitzer 
Leela & Sam Stake 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Stallings 
Mr. Russell Stanaland 
Ms. Fran Stancavage 
Jocelyn & Paul Startz 
Katherine & James Steele 
Ms. Marianne Stefancic 
Harvey Steiman 
Jana & Gary Stein 
Mr. Robert Stets 
Susan K. Stevens, M.D. 
Shannon Stirman 
Mr. John Stocker 
Daniel Joseph Stofle 
Ann Stone 
Katherine Stone & Roger Myers 
Mr. Edward Storm 
Mrs. Helga Strasser 
Mr. Marc Sugiyama 
Ms. Lauren Sullivan 
Joan & Joseph Sutton 
Mr. Charles W. Swan Jr. 
Ms. Theresa Sweeney 
Toby Symington 
Mr. Pedro N. Taborga 

Marvin C Tanigawa 
Mr. Daniel Tanita 
Mr. Russ Taplin 
Ms. Jennifer Taylor 
Mr. John C. Thacker 
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D. 
Derek Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Thompson 
Charlise Tiee & Scott Grieder 
Mr. Ralph Tiegel 
Mary S. Tilden 
Mr. Terrence Tilley 
Lawrence Tjernell 
Mr. Todd Toepfer 
Famiglia Tom & Juliette Giannini 
Mrs. Isabelle Toms 
Ms. Martha D. Toppin 
Lynne Toribara & Brian Howard 
Ms. Roseanna Torretto 
Mrs. Anita R. Tortorici 
Mr. Ronald F. Trauner 
Jeanie Nieri Treichel 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Ms. Maxine Trost 
Ms. Elena Tsoupko 
Prof. & Mrs. Frederic Tubach 
Robert R. Tufts 
Mr. Earl Turner 
Ms. Kimberly Twesme 
Ms. Elizabeth L. Ullrich 
Dr. Marta Vago 
Abel Valadez 
Cornelis van Aalst 
Mr. Gregory Van Acker 
Mr. Paul E. van Dyk 
Mr. John Van Horn 
Mr. George Varian 
Mr. Kenneth Vassar 
Ms. Belinda C. Vega 
Moya & Alyosha Verzhbinsky 
Ms. Eileen Vesely 
Dr. Conrad Vial & Catalina Zapata-Vial 
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Vilas 
Mr. Grant Vincent 
Dr. Margaret E. Vincent 
Fred & Ridley Virdeh 
Dr. Paul Volberding & Dr. Molly Cooke 
Mr. Stanyan Vukovich 
Mr. Charles Wagner &  

Mr. Thomas F. Culp 
Jerry & Randi Walker 
Susan Walker 
Bernard Wall 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Wall 
Ms. Peggy A. Wall & Mr. Robert Slyker 
Ms. Emily Wang &  

Mr. Aaron Hoffer 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren 
Mr. Michael D. Warren &  

Ms. Mary Louise Pieper-Warren 
Ms. Ani W. Weaver 
Mrs. Carolyn Webber 
Mr. Keith R. Weed 
Mr. Chad Weider 
Ms. Fanyela Weinberg 

Mr. Philip Weingrow 
Ms. Helaine Weinstein 
Mr. Jim Weir 
Dr. John Weiss 
Anita N. Weissberg 
Mrs. Pamela Wentworth 
David & Kay Werdegar 
Donald R. Wertz 
Ms. Mariquita West 
Karen Wetherell 
Mr. David Wick &  

Ms. Jane Anfinson 
Mr. Stephen Wilcox 
Diana & Nelson Wild 
Mr. Keith Wildenberg 
Mr. Ronald Wilkins 
Mr. Charles R. Williams 
Robert Mark Wright 
Donna M. Williams 
Mr. Doug Williams &  

Ms. Madelyn Bedig-Williams 
John R. Williams 
Adriana Williams 
Ms. Martha Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. P. Brien Wilson 
Christopher E. Wiseman 
Ward & Polly Wolff 
Ms. Carol Wolleson 
Verena Won 
Albert & Theresa Wong 
Kam Wong 
Ms. May Wong 
Ms. Virginia Wong 
Ms. Jennifer C. Wood 
Dan Woods 
Scott Worthge 
Ms. Janet S. Wright 
Phil Wright 
Thomas Wright 
Lenore Wyatt 
Ms. Melanie Wyler 
Mrs. Helen Wynn 
Ms. Fujiko Yamashita 
Virginia Yang & Walt French 
Tatsushi Yano 
Dr. Stanley M. Yantis 
Mr. John Yarborough III 
Mr. Michael W. Yee 
Ms. Dale E. Young 
Lord Young 
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh 
Mr. Barry Zacherle 
Mr. Victor Zafra 
Mr. William T. Zaumen 
Karen Zehring 
Zhen Zeng 
Ming Zhao 
Ken & Charlotte Ziebarth 
Ms. Karen Zito 
Dr. Marc Zussman 
William Robertson &  

Ieva Zvargulis 
Anonymous (38) 
 
 

I N D I V I D UA L G I V I N G  CONTINUED

Individual donors receive unique benefits at each membership level that connect them to Company in a  
multitude of ways, including priority seating, personalized ticket service, behind-the-scenes access and more.  

To learn more about becoming a donor, contact our Development Department at (415) 565-6401. 

Listed gifts were received between August 1, 2017 and March 31, 2019.  
We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of our donor listings. If we have misspelled or omitted a name,  

please accept our apology and notify us at (415) 565-6401 so that we may update our records accordingly. 

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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N A M E D  F U N D S  
William Randolph Hearst  

Young Artists Fund 
Francesca Deering Howe  

Principal Artist Fund 
Caroline H. Hume  

Music Director Fund 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 

Fund 
Pitch & Cathie Johnson  

Student Ticket Fund 
The Diana Dollar Knowles  

Fund for Emerging Artists 
Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet 

Littlefield Fund 
Bernard Osher Endowment Fund 
Jordan Joseph Popkin  

Opera Outreach Fund 
Madeleine H. Russell  

Night at the Opera Fund 
Thomas Tilton Production Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Opera Fund 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for  

New Productions 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for  

the Opera Center 
Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for  

the Maintenance of  
the Opera House 

Phyllis C. Wattis  
Opera Fund for Tickets 

Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 

L E A D E R S H I P 
C I R C L E  
$1,000,000 AND ABOVE 
Dr. Ross Armstrong Estate 
Andrew J. Bellotti* 
Mr. & Mrs. William* K. Bowes, Jr. 
Bette Jean Clute Estate 
Columbia Foundation 
Franklin C. Deters Estate 
Ray* & Dagmar DolbyA 
Bertie Bialek Elliott 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Mr. & Mrs. James Heagy 
The William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett 

Foundation 
Francesca Deering Howe Estate 
The Hume Family 
Dora Donner Ide Estate 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson  
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford JeffriesA 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust 
Norman T. Larson Estate 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield* 
Lorry I. Lokey 
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
Jordan Joseph Popkin  

Opera Outreach Fund 
In memory of Frank D. Stout 

Lorna Talbot Estate 
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate 
Patricia Yakutis Estate 
Anonymous (1) 
 

CO M P O S E R S ’ 
C I R C L E  
$500,000–$999,999 
R. Joseph Berard Estate 
Mai G. Coggin Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis 
Francis Goldsmith Trust 
Richard B. Gump Estate 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard 
Jefferson Peyser Estate 
K. Hart Smith Estate 
Harry J. Wagner Estate 
 

L I B R E T T I S T S ’ 
C I R C L E  
$250,000–$499,999 
Carole B. Berg Estate 
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate 
Ms. Ginger Dostrow* 
Phyllis Edwards Estate 
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate 

in memory of  
Stella & Maurice Eliaser 

Roberta Empey Estate 
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate 
James Irvine Foundation 

in honor of Myron Du Bain 
R. Earl Robinson Fund 
Ruth C. Samson Estate 
Claudia Stoop Estate 
Earl H. Teass Trust 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 

CO N D U CTO R S ’ 
C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 
Mr.* & Mrs. John M. Bryan 
Chevron USA 

Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate 
in memory of Robert Watt Miller 

Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman 
Ms. Leonie Darwin* 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Draper, III 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich Estate 
Robert F. Ewing 
Derek M. Fairman Estate 
Charles D. Field Estate 
R. Gwin Follis Foundation 
William W. Godward 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Holmes Foundation 
Hugh Keenan Estate 
Donald Khulke Trust 
Evelyn Lorenz Estate 
Mary Lorenz 
Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate 
Russell J. Mays 1994 Trust 
Robert McAlpin Moore 
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate 

Ralph R. Michaelis Estate 
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate 
Barbara V. Morse Estate 
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg 
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley 
Gerald B. Rosenstein* 
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation 
Ruth Sanderson Estate 
Ilse Sauerwald Estate 
James H. Schwabacher Estate 
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate 
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate 
Edward Meade Smith Estate 
Nellie D. Stephens Estate 
Alice Vincilione 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Barbara M. Ward &  

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder* 
Whitney Warren Estate 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
 

D I VAS ’ C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 
Marguerite Arends Estate 
Gertrude Baker Trust 
Bank of America Foundation 
Katherine R. Blyth Estate 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc. 
Del Monte Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell 
Fireman’s Fund American 

Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Lawrence Foster Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm 
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris 
Marco P. Hellerman Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate 
Hewlett-Packard Foundation 
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate 
Joan J. Jacobs 
Effiellen Jeffries Estate 
G. William Jewell Estate 
Lorraine Jones Estate 
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg 
Edith Koshland Estate 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady Estate 
M.E. Lorenz Estate 
McBean Family Foundation 
Florence N. Mel Estate 
Marie J. Niemann Estate 
The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr. 
Ailsa C. Pender Estate 
Janet L. Pynch Estate 
James D. Robertson 
Earl Robinson Estate 
Mrs. William P. Roth 
Violetta Sharpe Estate 
Syntex Corporation 
Donald & Rachel Valentine 
Carole Wagner Estate 
Crown Zellerbach Foundation 
Harold & Doris Zellerbach 
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate

ARTISTS’ & 
MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$25,000–$49,999 
Dr. John Alden Fund 
Carolee Anderson Estate 
Fritzi Benesch* 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust 
George Bowles 
Marion Zimmer Bradley Estate 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate 
Broadway-Hale Stores 
Mrs. Harry F. Camp 
Meyer M. Camp 
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Philip Carlson Estate 
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo 
Edward P. Eassa Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards 
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate 
David B. Felch Estate 
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate 
Hilda Gard Trust 
Frank Gerbode 
Eleanor Guilford 
Vija Hovgard 
William S. & Vivienne Howe 

Estate 
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg 
Betty Ford Lingo— 

The Cerimon Fund 
Edward Maker II Estate 
Russell J. Matthias Estate 
Diana L. McClure Estate 
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate 
Morris Trust 
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate 
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate 
Pacific Lighting Corporation 
Pacific Telesis 
Christopher Page 1985 Trust 
Deborah Pentz Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri 
Agnes D. Porter Estate 
Retail Dry Goods Association of 

San Francisco 
R.C. Samson Estate 
Casey L. Scott 
Dr. A. Jess Shenson 
Emmett G. Solomon 
Lynda Spence 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Anonymous (1) 
 

ARTISTS’ & 
MUSICIANS’ CIRCLE 
$10,000–$24,999 
Nerzig Apkarian Estate 
Roy Backus Estate 
Mr. J. P. Barger 
Muriel C. Barnett Estate 
V. Lorel Bergeron Estate 
John L. Blake 
Miss Louise Boyd Estate 
Florence W. Bruce 
Neil Buckley Estate 

Roy Cadenasso Estate 
Robert W. Cahill Estate 
Lillian Miller Carlson  

Memorial Fund 
Emanuela N. Catena Estate 
Francis & Lainee Chen 
David Chierichetti Estate 
Edward J. Clark 
B. B. Cohen Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin 
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Helen Dennis Estate 
Di Giorgio Foundation 
Thelma Dry Estate 
DWD Foundation 
Richard J. Elkus 
Richard Everett* 
Michael Fagan 
Richard Farley Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field 
Tully M. Friedman 
Robert Gallo 
Lewis W. Hale Estate 
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw 
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills 
Milan Milton Holdorf Estate 
David R. Hyman Estate 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales 
Ruth Kaufman Estate 
Jesse Koshland 
Grover Magnin Estate 
Matson Navigation Company 
Anne E. Matthew* 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller 
Diane L. Morris 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Thelma C. Owen Estate 
Joseph E. Padula Estate 
Marion Stuart Parker Estate 
Kathleen R. Poer Estate 
Ruth Prager Estate 
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate 
Mrs. John P. Renshaw 
Marcia Robinson Estate 
Alfred Sbarboro Estate 
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mary Shoch 
Jack D. Soldate Estate 
Muriel McKevitt Sonné 
Peter S. Talea Estate 
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton 
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low 
Henry F. Trione 
Tallant Tubbs Estate 
Constance Tydeman 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon 
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr. 
Jonas Waxman Estate 
Marie Welch West Estate 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton 
James Wilson Estate 
Anonymous (1) 
 
 
 

THE ENDOWMENT FUND

* deceased

San Francisco Opera honors those whose endowment contributions since 1972 have helped ensure that our tradition of 
excellence continues in perpetuity. To learn more about endowment opportunities, contact Kyle Polite, Director of 
Principal Giving, at (415) 551-6226 or kpolite@sfopera.com.
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TRIBUTES

Ms. Jane A. Allen 
Ms. Laine Buckingham 
 
Peter & Noriko Balint 
Ms. Nancy M. Sullivan 
 
Joanne Bourland 
James A. Heagy 
 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas 
Ms. Paula Reynolds 
 
Ms. Joan K. Boyd 
Mr. Roy Boyd 
 
Mr. Hans Cardenas 
Niblock Charitable Trust 

Dr. Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Nicole McGrouther 
 
Ms. Beth Clayton 
Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  
  Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D. 
 
Louise Fuller 
Ms. Pamela Appel 
 
Keith Geeslin 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
 
Ms. Dana Gordon 
Dr.* & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein 
 
Mr. Greer Grimsley 
Chrissie B. Breedlove

Karen J. Kubin 
Bruce & Nancy Mosbacher 
Skip Paul 
 
Ms. Nancy Loshkajian 
Mr. Donald E. &  
  Mrs. Diane P. Cooley 
 
Andrew F. Maguire 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
 
Ms. Julie McDonald 
Anonymous 
 
Mr. Richard P. Mills 
Ms. Elisabeth Walton 

Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
Bill Morgan & Gwen Herrin 
Edward Frank & Sarah Ratchye 
 
Allen & Gayle Notowitz 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Mikulic 
 
Ms. Blanca Ojeda 
Mr. Alfonso Rodriguez 
 
Ian Robertson, Fabrizio Corona  
and the Magnificent  
San Francisco Opera Chorus 
Frank Zepeda 
 
Thomas & Sheryl Paukert 
Marc & Susie Gordon 
Ken & Leslie Levine

Christian Pursell 
Dr. Sandra Lillie 
 
Patricia Racette 
Dr. Nanette Gartrell &  
  Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D.” 
 
Matthew Shilvock 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
Mrs. Terrylin Neale 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
 
Mr. Jay Siegel 
Ms. Catherine A. Owen 
 
Ms. Francesca Zambello 
George & Kristen Lund

I N  H O N O R  O F

San Francisco Opera is grateful to the following donors for their tribute gifts received in the past twelve months.

I N  M E M O RY O F
Eugene F. Angell 
Patricia Vaughn Angell 
 
Ms. Corrine S. Aulgur 
Robert Aulgur 
 
Mr. Samuel Auron 
Mr. Ari Auron 
 
Madi Bacon 
Scotty Brookie &  
  Andrew Purchin 
 
Irene Bechtel 
Norby Anderson 
 
Alicia Bentley 
Keith Bentley 
 
Jane Bernstein 
Norby Anderson 
Mr. Bruce W. Hyman* 
Mauree Jane & Mark W. Perry 
 
Robert & Katie Berryman 
Anna &  
  Robert P. Berryman, Jr. 
 
Robert Elliott Brown 
Agnes Chen Brown 
 
Ms. Arlene Bush 
Mrs. Susan Anderson 
 
Ms. Montserrat Caballé 
Alice Ames Morison &  
  Dr. Oakley Hewitt 
 
Ms. Shirley Canales 
Ms. Jennifer Muhlner 
 
Mr. George Carter 
Barbara Boyle 
James & Mary Chaffin 
Peggy Hill 
Catherine Kruppa 
 
Dr. Richard Cohen 
Candace Zander Kahn

Mr. Walter Cole 
Dr. Phillip Cole 
 
Ms. Yolanda Cordero 
Mr. Chenghung Ker 
 
Dr. Alexander Cross 
Norby Anderson 
Jennifer M. Bienaime 
Sue & John Diekman 
Todd Rosin 
Anonymous (2) 
 
Ms. Dora Dando 
Ms. Jane Johnston 
 
Mr. Bruce Della-Santina 
Ms. Lisa Della-Santina 
 
Paul Crane Dorfman 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Ms. Kathleen Burke 
Mr. Craig Corbitt &  
  Ms. Nancy Stoltz 
Ms. Stacy Cullison 
Eliot & Cynthia Fried 
Leslie & George Hume 
Jane G. Petersen 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Nita Roethe 
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro 
Barbara Moller Ward 
 
Gertrude B. Duncan 
Ed & Erika Rosenberger 
 
Ann W. Eliaser 
Mrs. Robert N. Bloch 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles 
Judith & Patrick Hobin 
Carol Potter Peckham 
 
Frances Escobar-Hosoya 
Coffee Service Volunteers 
 
Rolf Gille 
Mrs. Rolf Gille 

William W. Godward 
Ms. Christine Augustin 
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
Ms. Karen Haines 
Mr. Edwin Huddleson 
Karen J. Kubin 
Ms. Rhoda W. Ramsey 
Roselyne Chroman Swig 
Barbara Moller Ward 
 
Mr. Milton Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett 
 
Mrs. Susan K. Gore 
Mr. Gordon Gore 
 
Ms. Ellinor Gottesmann 
Ms. Barbara Jones 
 
Mrs. Kay Sue Gregorski 
Mr. Benjamin Gregorski 
 
Ms. Adeline O’Leary Hallock 
Ms. Betty Schlaepfer 
 
Ms. Dana Harrison 
John and Lois Van Deusen 
 
Jayne Heagy 
James A. Heagy 
Ms. Lauren McNeese 
Ms. Tamar Sanikidze &  
  Mr. Norman W. Crossley 
Gary J. Sorgen 
 
J. Scott Hendrickson,  
  Supernumerary 
The Hendrickson Family 
 
Mr. Francis Henkel 
E. Michael &  
  Robin E. Coughlin 
 
Mr. George Hutzler 
Mrs. Andrew Imbrie 
 
Mr. Bruce W. Hyman 
Scott R. &  
  Catherine Q. Alexander 
Paul & Kathy Bissinger 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Dix Boring &  
  Marilyn Moore Boring 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bransten 
Ms. Sandra Brown 
Carol Franc Buck 
Mr. Donald D. Campbell &  
  Ms. Sue Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton Coddington 
Ms. Hilary Colwell 
Louise M. Davies  
  Foundation 
Mr. & Ms. Robert Faussner 
Miss Mary Franck 
Ms. Alexis Harrington 
Jane & David Hartley 
David & Nancy Heilbron 
Bob & Linda Holden 
Mrs. Catherine Hughes 
Leslie & George Hume 
Mr. Dane Johnson 
Karen J. Kubin 
Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay  
  MacDermid 
Ms. Susan Milazzo 
Ms. Lisa Mizono 
Thomas* & Anne Morton 
Ms. Ellen A. O’Donnell 
Odd Foggies Book Club 
Marianne H. Peterson 
Mrs. Harrison Robinson 
Louis Silcox 
Mr. Kevin E. Solliday 
Ms. Linda Squires-Grohe 
Ms. Tina Taylor 
Barbara Moller Ward 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Mr. Barry Zoob 
 
Barbara K. Jackson 
Mrs. Karen Broido 
Ms. Stacy Cullison 
James A. Heagy 
 
Louise Jenkins 
Mr. Philip A. Riedel &  
  Ms. Carolyn D. Bailey 
 
William E. Jones 
Barbara E. Jones 
 
Mrs. Margaret J. Kaplan 
Mr. Paul Kaplan &  
  Ms. Susan Kaplan-Simon

Mr. Michael Khourie 
Craig Cheney 
Mr. John Graf 
Wendy & Jeff Hines 
Leavell Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Nolan 
Ms. Linda Owen-Tamimi 
Mr. Adam Saphier 
Mr. Thomas D. Simmons Jr. 
Sulentic Family Foundation 
Marcia Syufy 
Ms. Catherine F. Topham 
Trammell Crow Company 
Barbara Moller Ward 
John G. & Victoria Welisch 
 
Fr. John Kindall, S.J. 
Jane Ma 
 
Andrea Manson Krueger 
Ms. Marylouise Serrato 
 
Ms. Sandra Lamke 
Ms. Patricia Ritter 
 
Anne M. Lerch 
Allan Lerch 
 
Jane Lew 
Ms. Colette A. Verdun 
 
Mrs. Arthur Meader 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan 
 
Mrs. Inga-Britta Mills 
Karl O. & Kristen Mills 
 
Ms. Gloria Mittelstaedt 
Ms. Pia Hinckle 
 
George Offen 
Donald & Janice Elliott 
Ms. Edith Gelles 
Peggy & Lee Zeigler 
 
Hiro & Betty Ogawa 
Alice Corning 
Dr. & Mrs. Hisashi Kajikuri 
 

Mr. David LeRoy Osborne 
Ms. Jane Johnston 
 
Ms. Rosalind Ow-Wing 
Ms. Sharon Ow-Wing 
 
Donna Purvis 
Franklin & Lilo Battat 
Ms. Diane A. Fitzgerald 
Mr. Arthur Guffanti 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Laurence 
Ms. Joan Loftus 
Ms. Sandra Sawyer 
 
John B. and Zelda M. Quigley  
  and Joan Quigley 
Ruth Quigley 
 
Delwin Rimbe 
James K. Sokol 
 
Mr. Randolph Robinson 
Ms. Adora Matthews 
 
Mr. James Ross 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
Janet & George Gardiner 
 
Mr. Mark T. Stuart 
Ms. Terri Stuart 
 
Mr. Craig Sullivan 
Mrs. Maureen O’Brien Sullivan 
 
Mrs. Fumiye Takahashi 
Mr. Peter Dinkelspiel 
 
Ms. Sara Van Dyke 
Ms. Kathleen A. Esselstyn 
 
Richard A. Ward 
Linda J. Reiff 
 
Ms. Beatrice T. Wong 
Ms. Cheryl Phan 
 
Dr. Charles Yanofsky 
Mrs. Edna Yanofsky 
 
Mr. Stanley Zuckerman 
Lisa Zuckerman Gamshad

* deceased
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C H A I R M A N ’ S  C I R C L E  
$500,000 AND ABOVE 

William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation 
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation 
Grants for the Arts 
Koret Foundation 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
 
D I A M O N D  C I R C L E  
$100,000–$249,999 

Carol Franc Buck Foundation 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation 
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation 
OPERA America: Innovation Grants 

P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,9999 

Louise M. Davies Foundation 
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund 
The Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation 
The Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
 
G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,9999 

California Arts Council 
The William G. Irwin Charity Foundation 
Kimball Foundation 
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund 
 
S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 

The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation 
Frank A. Campini Foundation 
The John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 

Mimi & Peter Haas Fund 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 
Heising-Simons Foundation 
Zellerbach Family Foundation  
 
B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–9,999 

The Walter S. Johnson Foundation 
The Kingsley Foundation 
 
FO U N D E R  
$1,000–$4,999 

Bright Funds Foundation 
Joyce and William Brantman Foundation 
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund 
The E. Nakamichi Foundation 
The Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation 
Sing for America Foundation/Roberta Bowman

FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT GRANTS

L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$100,000 AND ABOVE 

Chevron 
San Francisco Opera Guild 
United Airlines 
Wells Fargo Foundation  
 
P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,9999 

Kaiser Permanente 
Meyer Sound 
 
G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,9999 

Bank of America Foundation 
Union Bank Foundation

S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 

GAP Foundation 
Jurika, Mills & Keifer —  

Private Wealth Management 
San Francisco Opera Guild/East Bay Chapter 
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C. 
Vontobel Swiss Wealth Advisors AG 
Wagner Society of New Zealand 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &  

Rosati Foundation 

B E N E FACTO R  
$5,000–$7,499 

Asset Management Company 
 
M E M B E R  
$1,000–$2,999 

DM Stone Recruitment Solutions 
Wagner Society of  

Northern California 

S E AS O N  S P O N S O R

San Francisco Opera is pleased to recognize the generosity of foundations, government agencies,  
and corporate donors for their support received between August 1, 2017 and March 31, 2019.

CORPORATE COUNCIL
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L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$100,000 AND ABOVE 

Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards  
and Winery 

KDFC Radio 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Simon-Kucher & Partners 
 
P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 

Asero Insurance Services, Inc. 
Fitness SF 

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 

Mission Minded 
Piedmont Piano Company 
The St. Regis San Francisco 
United Airlines 
Anonymous (2) 
 
S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 

Arnold & Porter, LLP 
Global Gourmet Catering 
Kate Siegel Fine Events 
Patina Catering 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
UPTick Vineyards 

B E N E FACTO R   
$5,000–$9,999 

bloomers 
Kristen Loken 
Red Curtain Addict 
 
I N V ES TO R  
$3,000–$4,999 

Meyer Sound 
Paula LeDuc Fine Catering & 
Events 
tinyB chocolate LLC 

M E M B E R  
$1,000–$2,999 

Drew Altizer Photography 
Kristina Flanagan 
Hunt Littlefield 
Sandeman Porto 
Olivia Warnecke & David Hart 
 
 
 
*Pianos provided by  

Piedmont Piano Company 

** Yamaha is the official piano of  
San Francisco Opera

IN-KIND GIFTS

San Francisco Opera extends its deepest appreciation to all donors of  
matching and in-kind gifts received between August 1, 2017 and March 31, 2019.

MATCHING GIFTS
Adobe 
American Online Giving Foundation, Inc. 
Applied Materials 
RazorGator Interactive Group 
Bank of the West 
The Boeing Company 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Cenovus Energy Inc. 
Chevron, Policy, Gov’t & Public Affairs 
The Clorox Company 
Community Safety Foundation 
Dolby Laboratories 
ExxonMobil Foundation 

Franklin Templeton Investments 
GAP Foundation 
GE Foundation 
Google 
GoPro 
IBM Corporation 
Johnson & Johnson 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
Levi Strauss 
Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
NVIDIA 
Oracle 
Osterweis Capital Management, LLC 

Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
PayPal 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
S.H. Cowell Foundation 
Salesforce.com Foundation 
Shell Oil Company Foundation 
Teradata 
Texas Instruments Foundation 
Thomson Reuters 
Union Bank 
United Way of the Bay Area 
U.S. Bank 
VMware Inc. 

Have an old car taking up space in your driveway? 
Consider donating it to San Francisco Opera! We accept 
all types of vehicles and can pick them up when it’s most 
convenient for you. Your tax-deductible donation will 
support thrilling productions, immersive education 
programs, free community events and more. 
 
Visit sfopera.careasy.org or call  
855-99-OPERA to learn more.

DONATE YOUR CAR!

CORY WEAVER
Daniela Mack in the 2015 production of The Barber of Seville
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L E A D E R S H I P C I R C L E  
$100,000 AND ABOVE 

Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards  
and Winery 

KDFC Radio 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Simon-Kucher & Partners 
 
P L AT I N U M  C I R C L E  
$50,000–$99,999 

Asero Insurance Services, Inc. 
Fitness SF 

G O L D  C I R C L E  
$25,000–$49,999 

Mission Minded 
Piedmont Piano Company 
The St. Regis San Francisco 
United Airlines 
Anonymous (2) 
 
S I LV E R  C I R C L E  
$10,000–$24,999 

Arnold & Porter, LLP 
Global Gourmet Catering 
Kate Siegel Fine Events 
Patina Catering 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem 
UPTick Vineyards 

B E N E FACTO R   
$5,000–$9,999 

bloomers 
Kristen Loken 
Red Curtain Addict 
 
I N V ES TO R  
$3,000–$4,999 

Meyer Sound 
Paula LeDuc Fine Catering & 
Events 
tinyB chocolate LLC 

M E M B E R  
$1,000–$2,999 

Drew Altizer Photography 
Kristina Flanagan 
Hunt Littlefield 
Sandeman Porto 
Olivia Warnecke & David Hart 
 
 
 
*Pianos provided by  

Piedmont Piano Company 

** Yamaha is the official piano of  
San Francisco Opera

IN-KIND GIFTS

San Francisco Opera extends its deepest appreciation to all donors of  
matching and in-kind gifts received between August 1, 2017 and March 31, 2019.

MATCHING GIFTS
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American Online Giving Foundation, Inc. 
Applied Materials 
RazorGator Interactive Group 
Bank of the West 
The Boeing Company 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Cenovus Energy Inc. 
Chevron, Policy, Gov’t & Public Affairs 
The Clorox Company 
Community Safety Foundation 
Dolby Laboratories 
ExxonMobil Foundation 

Franklin Templeton Investments 
GAP Foundation 
GE Foundation 
Google 
GoPro 
IBM Corporation 
Johnson & Johnson 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
Levi Strauss 
Morrison & Foerster Foundation 
NVIDIA 
Oracle 
Osterweis Capital Management, LLC 

Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
PayPal 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
S.H. Cowell Foundation 
Salesforce.com Foundation 
Shell Oil Company Foundation 
Teradata 
Texas Instruments Foundation 
Thomson Reuters 
Union Bank 
United Way of the Bay Area 
U.S. Bank 
VMware Inc. 

Have an old car taking up space in your driveway? 
Consider donating it to San Francisco Opera! We accept 
all types of vehicles and can pick them up when it’s most 
convenient for you. Your tax-deductible donation will 
support thrilling productions, immersive education 
programs, free community events and more. 
 
Visit sfopera.careasy.org or call  
855-99-OPERA to learn more.

DONATE YOUR CAR!

CORY WEAVER
Daniela Mack in the 2015 production of The Barber of Seville
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BEL CANTO LEGACY SOCIETY

Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Norman Abramson & David Beery* 
Evelyn Acitelli 
Kenneth & Barbara Adams 
Dorrit Ahbel, M.D. 
Mr. Carlos R. Alas, Jr. &  

Mr. Philip Beckerman 
Ms. Karin Albright 
Sophie & Ted Aldrich 
Anthony J. Alfidi 
Lt. Col. James M. Alfonte 
Robin Lee Allen 
Paul B. Althouse 
Carolee Anderson* 
David & Judith Preves Anderson 
Robert C. Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong* 
Carol Arnold* 
Elizabeth Lawler Ashley 
Mrs. Jeanine Augst 
Frances Y. Austin* 
Mrs. F. G. Austin 
Elizabeth Avakian 
Bobbi & Marty Bach 
Margot Shinnamon Bach 
M. L. Baird,  

in memory of Travis & Marion Baird 
Martha Baker 
David & Christine Balabanian 
Ms. Rachael Balyeat* 
Deborah Banks & Randy Porter 
Cantor Roslyn Barak 
Josephine Barbano* 
Nancie Barker 
Elizabeth Barlow & Stephen McClellan 
Joyce Barnett* 
Marie L. Bartee 
Beata E. Bartholomay 
Betty Basham 
John* & Mary Ann Basler* 
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer 
Clare Louise Bates* 
Ruth Laine Bauer* 
Steve & Ina Bauman 
Robert H. Beadle 
Merle Becker 
Milada Belaya 
Robert Henry Bellamy 
Pascal J. F. Belloncle 
Ruth & Frank Belvin 
Trish Benedict 
Raymond J. Berard*, 

in memory of  
Freda Marie Levesque Berard 

Carole B. Berg* 
V. Lorel Bergeron Trust 
Dawne Bernhardt 
Jane Bernstein* & Bob Ellis 
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey &  

Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin* 
Shannyn Bessoni 
Heide Betz 
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder 

Betty Bispo 
Phyllis B. Blair 
Susan S. Blake & Joel Kaufmann 
Linda Blondis 
Mr. Noel T. Blos 
Claire & Jared Bobrow 
Eileen Bobrow* 
Diane Hoar Bond 
Drs. Seymour & Sylvia Boorstein 
Christine M. Boulanger, MD 
Christopher & Renee Bowen 
Jamie Nicol Bowles 
Malcolm H. Bowles 
Randall Bowman 
Dr. Lois Brainard* 
Barbara & Robert Brandriff 
Cathryn J. Brash 
John* & Eva Breyer 
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton 
Karen Broido 
Scotty Brookie 
Lynda L. Brothers 
Agnes Chen Brown 
Mr.* & Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan 
James Logan Buhler* 
Donald Buhman & C. Wray Humphrey 
Ralph & Clairelee Leiser Bulkley 
James R. Burch 
John D. Burke 
Karen L. Burtness Prak &  

Jan Willem L. Prak 
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli 
Richard Buth & James Schull 
Mrs. James P. Butler 
Robert* & Joan Cahen 
Jack Calhoun 
Frances Campra 
James Carlson 
Betty J. Carmack 
June B. Carr 
Ronald Casassa* 
Emanuela N. Catena* 
Marilyn A. Cereghino* 
Benedick Chai & Robert Nelson 
Mark R. Chaitkin 
Hella H. Cheitlin 
Julia Frohlich Cherry 
David Chierichetti* 
Mrs. Johanna Childhouse 
Gillian Clark 
Harry Gilbert Clarke* 
Maureen Clarke 
Courtney Clarkson 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mariel Claxton 
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner 
Dr. Carolyn J. Cline 
Lloyd & Janet Cluff 
Bette Jean Clute* 
Roberta Colin 
Marie Collins 
James T. Concannon* 
Tony & SueAnn Converse 

Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook 
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope 
Ruth Alberta Copley* 
Dewayne Cornelious 
William B. Cornfield 
Susan Costello 
Jennifer Cowan 
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain 
Valerie & Paul* Crane Dorfman 
Doug & Vivian Crisman 
Camille Crittenden 
Carl Croft-Steve Fletcher-Delwin Rimbey* 
George & Susan Crow 
John & Lois Crowe 
Vivian Cullen* 
John Cullison & Diana Kissil 
Gerald F. Currier & Cleveland M. Smith 
Douglas P. Cyr 
Friedericka A. Dalbey* 
Mr. Orville W. Dale 
David Dall 
Anne Dauer 
Nancy Ann Davis* 
Charles & Dorothy Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis 
Richard H. Davis, Ph.D. 
James De Hart* 
Cornelia Y. de Schepper 
J. C. De Tata, M.D.* 
Martha Debs 
Virginia Debs 
Judith Deniz 
Reid & Peggy Dennis 
Ulric & Glenda Dennis 
Ms. Jackie Deskin 
Franklin C. Deters* 
Eric Dew 
Paula Dieli & Michael Schubert 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Jeanne Dorward 
Sarah Douglas & Marie Vitulli 
Dr. Nancy Doyle &  

Dr. George L. Smith, Jr.* 
Stephen Ringland Drewes 
Thelma Diana Dry* 
Pat Dubrow 
Arnold & Trudy* Duncan 
John* & Dimitra Efstathiou 
Alan F. Egan, J.P. 
Ludmila & Peter Eggleton 
Arnold Ehlers Trust 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 
Joseph Ehrman III 
Stephen Eimer &  

Kevin Ann Cartwright 
Muriel Anita Eisen* 
Christine M. Englund 
Barbara & Ed Eschbach 
Patricia M. Evans 
Rod* & Ingrid Evans 
Richard B. Everett* 
Robert F. Ewing 

Phyllis M. Faber 
Michael H. Fahey 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick 
E. Jean Ferdinandsen* 
Jessena Finn 
Cheryl Fippen & Mary True 
Jack & Marsha Firestone 
Candace Fitzgerald 
Lucille V. Fjoslien 
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Carl Wilhelm Folk 
Martha J. Foltz 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Barbara Jean Fopp 
Lawrence Foster* 
David F. Freedman 
Kathi Freeman* 
Barbara & William* Friede 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
John H. Frykman & Cheryl C. Arnold* 
Karen L. Gabrielson 
Louis B. Gagliardi 
Parley Gagne 
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley 
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. &  

Kenneth J. Denhard 
Sheilah Purcell Garcia 
Jack & Carroll Gardner 
Sandra Gardner* 
Al Garren Fund 
Dewey Garrett 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Nancy Gentry Geller 
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &  

Francisco Guevara 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon P. Getty 
Arlene & Doug Giancoli 
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg 
Ione Gille 
John S. Gilmor 
Jane Gitschier 
Rudolf Gauser, PhD* 
David Gockley & Linda Kemper 
William W. Godward* 
Doris W. Grau 
Don & MaryAnn Graulich 
Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha 
Anne Patricia Gray 
Geoffrey & Marcia Green 
Ms. Julie Green 
Roger W. Green 
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood* 
Flora Greenhoot* 
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson 
Mr.* & Mrs.* Edward M. Griffith 
Ellen Braner Grinnell* 
Arnold A. Grossman Fund 
Claude & Nina* Gruen 
Ursula Grunfeld 
Eleanor Guilford* 
Patricia C. Gumbel 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Yvette* & John G. Gurley 

* deceased

The following patrons have made a legacy commitment to San Francisco Opera 
Association and have joined the Bel Canto Legacy Society as of March 31, 2019. Their 
generosity helps support our long-range financial stability and artistic planning. 
Please consider joining this extraordinary group. Please contact Legacy Giving at  
(415) 551-6226 to learn more.  

Marilyn Horne,  
Honorary Chairwoman 
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William A. Hage &  
Elizabeth Wong Hage* 

Timothy F.* & E. Ann* Haggerty 
Harry C. Haines* 
Fran Hall 
Kristina K. Hall 
Ms. Laila Halsteen 
Edith L. Hammerslough* 
Peter & Harriet Hanauer 
Hunter Pittenger Harris 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
Jane & David Hartley 
Fred Hartwick 
Mrs. Janine A. Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy 
Lisa A. Heilman-Cozzalio 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Donald A. Hermann 
Joan Hett 
John S. Higgins, Jr. 
Peggy Hill 
Ian Hinchliffe 
Frederick J. Hirth* 
Robert W. Hofer 
Claramae Turner Hoffmann*  
Milan Milton Holdorf* 
Kenneth L. Holford 
Dr. Michael Horn 
Marilyn Horne 
Wilma S. Horwitz 
Sally V. Houston 
Margaret E. Hoyt 
Linda Humber 
Leslie & George Hume 
Marian Huntoon 
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins 
Bruce Hyman* 
Libby Ingalls 

Marsha Irwin 
James A. Ito 
Barbara K. Jackson* 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Elizabeth Ann Jacobs* 
Yorke & Jacqueline Jacobson 
John* & Nancy Jalonen 
Robin & Ginny Jaquith 
Ms. Christine Jarc 
Mr. & Mrs.* C. Bradford Jeffries 
Bruce M. Jewett 
Lorraine Jones* 
Mrs. Mary Jopé 
Mac & Mary Jordan 
Sally Jordan 
Dr. Devorah Joseph, 

in memory of Irving Joseph 
Joan Juster 
Bradley & Susan Justice 
Candace Zander Kahn 
Lilli Kalis M.D.* 
William* & Margaret* Kaplan 
Barbara Karn 
Elizabeth Karnazes 
Dick & Sherry Karrenbrock 
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz 
Jeannie Kaufman 
Suzan Kaufmann 
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner &  

Dr. David D. Stein 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Ms. Eiko Kikawada 
Nelda Kilguss 
Mrs. Richard Kinninger 
Sally Lane Kirby 
Harleigh Thayer Knott* 
Diana Dollar Knowles* 
Edson K. Kong, Esq. 
Laura M. Kozel 

Christine Stevens Kradjian 
Ms. Barbara Kral 
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.* 
Nancy Ann Kraus 
Charles C. Kredensor &  

Frederic S. Saunders 
Herbert* & Barbara Kreissler 
Karen J. Kubin 
Michael L. Kurt 
Joan Kwansa 
Regina Lackner 
Elizabeth Katherine Lady* 
Judith Lamberti M.D. 
Barbara J. Lane 
Judy & Donald Langley 
William P. Langley 
Frank Lanier* 
Randall E. Laroche & David G. Laudon 
Norman T. Larson* 
Beverly & Richard Lavine 
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna 
Olive Lawton 
Samuel Leask 
Paul E. LeMal M.D. 
Mary Lemmon 
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt 
John E. Leveen* 
Cliff Leventhal,  

in memory of Arlene Leventhal 
Frank & Ildiko Lewis 
Mr. George B. Lewis 
Mr. J. Stoner Lichty, Jr. &  

Darryl L. Raszl, M.D. 
Elizabeth Lim 
Lawrence & Silvia Lin 
Lisa P. Lindelef 
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom 
Donald R. Lipp 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield* 

Allan M. Lluch 
John Lockley* & Marti Lochridge 
Vera M. Long* 
Maurice E. Loomis 
Shirley & Hersch Loomis 
Nathaniel Lopez & Jerry Orecchia* 
Sylvia & Paul Lorton Jr. 
George F. Lucas &  

Thomas Rothgiesser 
Rita & Nicola Luisotti 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons 
Betty Maddux,  

in memory of Edward Koester 
Andrew F. Maguire 
Cynthia & John Major 
Edward Maker II* 
Jackie & Art Mancini 
Robert G. Manette 
James F. Manser* 
Peter Mansfield 
Joseph Marino, Jr. 
Deborah Marion, Tax CPA &  

Joe Losch 
Mrs. Thelma Marken* 
David Marsten 
Letha Ann Martin* 
Evelyn S. Martinez 
Marilyn Mathers 
Anne E. Matthew* 
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian 
Mrs. Alice T. May* 
James McCarthy 
Eileen McCauley 
Anne McClure* 
Florence & William McConnell 
Tom McEachern* 
Donald L. McGee 
John G. McGehee 
Michael McGinley 

* deceased

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

KRISTEN LOKEN

OPERA STARS 
Bel Canto Legacy Society members Sigmund Seigel and Karen Topp have a 
special connection to San Francisco Opera spanning decades. Sigmund has 
been a full-time chorus member at the Opera since 1981. Karen once 
graced the stage as a supernumerary in the 1970s. Today, you can find her 
welcoming patrons at the gift shop. “We made a legacy gift to the Opera 
because we are proud to be a part of this exceptional company. The beauty 
of opera is that it is a complete art, full of richness and complexity, and San 
Francisco Opera has the highest musical standards. Our productions are 
vital to the culture of this city, so we have made a commitment to give our 
entire estate to the Opera after our lifetimes. The Opera is like family to us, 
and it’s a privilege to give back to the Company that has given us so much 
joy and satisfaction. We are delighted that our legacy gift will help the 
Opera thrive for future generations.”  

To learn more about Legacy Giving at San Francisco Opera,  
contact Kyle Polite at (415) 551-6226 or kpolite@sfopera.com

Devo Summer 2019.qxp_Development  5/16/19  7:45 AM  Page 24

78   SFOPERA.COM



Anne* & Malcolm McHenry 
Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
Giselle McKellar 
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin 
Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin* 
Ruth McManus Trust 
Ms. Marilyn McMillan 
Burt* & Deedee McMurtry 
Ronald & Judith McWilliams 
Bill Medigovich 
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis 
Dixie Lee Meiselbach* 
H. Craig Melchert 
Edward Merrick 
Lucinda Merrill 
Robert Messick 
Carol L. Meyer* 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener 
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser 
Diane Compagno Miller 
George M. Miller 
George P. Miller* &  

Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr. 
J. Sanford Miller 
Vivienne E. Miller 
Birgit & Eitan Milstein 
Dr. Judy C. Miner 
John Minnich 
Bill & Susan Mirbach 
D. G. Mitchell 
Sandra Mock* 
C. Kenneth More 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Andrew Morris 
Thelma C. Morris 
William O. & Susan W. Morris 
Alan Morrison* 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Kathleen Much 
Nancy S. Mueller 
Manfred K. Mundelius 
Heidi Munzinger 
Majbritt Murdock 
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D. 
Mrs. John* H. Musey 
Peter J. Musto 
Vija Hovgard Nadai 
Marilyn & David Nasatir 
Julia Nash* 
Howard Neckel 
Theresa Nelson & Barney Smits 
Kenneth J. Ness 
H. Andrea Neves, Ph.D., H.L.D. 
Roselee Nichols 
Leif Fredebo Nielsen 
Marie J. Niemann* 
John O. Nigh 
Mary L. Nilan 
Paul Nordine 
Dante Noto 
Norman* & Hillevi Null 
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson 
Mr. David Oldroyd 
Brian Olson 
Commodore & Mrs. K.R. Orcutt 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr 
Brenda Osborne 
Sheldeen Germaine Osborne 
Kathleen Dale Oscarson 
Lise Deschamps Ostwald 
Father David F. Pace 
Joseph E. Padula* 
Thomas Pajak 
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi 
Barbara H. Paley 
Mrs. Verna Parino* 

Ms. Iris Parris 
Mr. & Mrs.* Robert Parvin 
Virginia Patterson* 
Carol Potter Peckham 
Anette Penner 
David & Gail Perin 
Neil & Elsa Pering 
Jess G. Perry 
Cinda & Spence Perry 
Dame Donna Petersen 
Mandala Pham 
Allen & Joyce Phipps 
John* & Maria Pitcairn 
Herbert C. Ploch* 
Mrs. Jan Popper 
Roger & Deborah* Potash 
Patric & Mary Powell 
Jeanette M. Prato 
Janet & Michael Quartaroli 
Ruth Quigley 
Robert E. Rabourn* 
Michael Raddie 
Mrs. Jennie Rafton* 
Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer 
Thomas R. Ranweiler 
William D. Rasdal* 
Alan & Nancy Raznick 
Glenn H. Reid 
Marie R. Rhein 
Jennifer Richardson 
Keith W. & Marjorie Riley 
Richard* & Jean Ringe 
Kathryn E. Ringgold 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie 
Marcia Robinson* 
Rusty Rolland* 
Dr. Andrew Rombakis 
Deborah Romer & William Tucker 
Fran Rominger 
Arthur S. & Keiko Kiyuna Roosa 
Margaret Ropchan 
Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Barbara J. Ross 
Elizabeth Boardman Ross 
James Ross* 
Maxine Rosston* 
Paul L. Rowe & R. Michael Sereno 
Karl Ruppenthal* & Jo Maxon 
Louise A. Russell 
Richard Russell 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Philip Mark Ryan 
Carol* & Jordan Sachs 
Mrs. John M. Sanderson* 
Mr. Jeffrey Sant 
Mr. Felipe R. Santiago &  

Mr. Barry T. Joseph 
Michael & Gini Savage 
Dorothy R. Saxe 
Daryl A. Schilling 
Betsey Schneider 
Debra Schoenberg 
Hanne Schultz 
Thea Lou Seese 
Harold E. Segelstad 
Marilyn G. Seiberling 
Sigmund Seigel & Karen Topp 
Pearl Anne Seipp 
Cynthia B. Selfridge 
Christine Selle 
Lorenzo Severino 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
James & Connie Shapiro 
Carolyn Shaw 
Mrs. Carter Parrish Sherlin 
Jim & Mai Shields 
Ruth A. Short 
John Shott 

Robert Shultz 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
Paul J. & Sheri Siegel 
Ms. Joan M. Silva 
Barbara Silverberg 
Donna Silverberg 
Cynthia L. Slezak 
Derek* & Stephanie* Smith 
George L. Smith, Jr.* 
Ilia & Timothy C. Smith 
Dr. Lorraine E. Smith 
Pamela D. Smith 
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo 
Kenneth & Joanne Snow 
Steven Souza & Therese Souza 
Dr. Cynthia Soyster* 
Mrs. Charles Spalding* 
Robert L. Speer & John Wong 
Lynda Spence 
Arthur E. Stamps* 
Gail Andersen Stark 
The Honorable & Mrs.* Wm. D. Stein 
Eric Stevens 
Lawrence L. Stitt* 
James R. Stockton 
Howard & Ruth Strassner 
Merna Strassner 
Blossom F. Strong 
Terri Stuart 
Dr. Jerome D.* & Mary K. Swalen 
Charo Switalski & Paul Eisenman 
Tom Taffel & Bill Repp 
Peter S. Talea* 
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei 
Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Robin Donald Taylor 
Jack E. Teeters 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson 
Barbara L. Traisman 
Ricardo D. Trimillos 
Maxine Trost 
Michael E. Tully 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell 
Suzanne E. Turley &  

William R. Jackson* 
Mr.* & Mrs. Paul A. Tuttle 
Florence E. Twyman* 
Yvonne Upsher 
Martin Eric Vahur 
Gloria Valair 
Mark Vallarino 

Paul E. van Dyk 
Soo & Raj Venkatesan 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard E. Vernon 
Shirley Wilson Victor 
Virginia E. Vida 
Richard Viehweg* 
John E. Vinton & Richard Miller 
Albert J. Vizinho 
Eunice L. Vogel 
Garry Waba 
Drs. Bradford Wade & Linda Riebel 
Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin 
Barbara M. Ward 
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.) 
Ramona Wascher* 
Ms. Lola Watson 
Jonas Waxman* 
Rosalie V. Weaver 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster 
Mitzie Naff Weiner 
Maurice & Gale Weir 
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Janet Gray Welter 
George White 
Mr. Thomas D. Wickens* 
Josephine P. Wiik, R.N. 
Michelle Wilcox & Rob Kuhling 
Elizabeth Wild* 
Miles* & Virginia Willard 
S. Grace Williams* 
Ann L. Williamson 
Conni Wilson* 
Sheila M. Wishek 
Gerhard P. Woelke 
Marcia E. Wolfe* 
Ms. Virginia Wong 
Bonnie Woodworth* 
Sylvia Stein Wright* 
Stanley M. Yantis, M.D. 
Joan F. Yates 
Ms. Nancy Yee 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Yoerg 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
William T. Zaumen 
Joan Zawaski* & Rona Siegel 
Dr.* & Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Mr.* & Mrs. Stephen A. Zellerbach 
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anne Zucchi 
Diane & Michael ZumBrunnen 
Anonymous (115) 

B E L  C A N TO  L E G A C Y S O C I E T Y  CONTINUED

L EG ACY G I F T S  R EC E I V E D  

Carolee Anderson 
Dr. Ross Armstrong 

Carol Arnold 
John & Mary Ann Basler 

Ruth Laine Bauer 
Raymond J. Berard 

Carole B. Berg 
V. Lorel Bergeron Trust 
Marion Zimmer Bradley 

Jill Bryans 
Cabaniss Memorial Fund 

Emanuela N. Catena 
David Chierichetti 
Bette Jean Clute 

Ruth Alberta Copley 

Vivian Cullen 
Nancy Ann Davis 
Thelma Diana Dry 

Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich 
Muriel Anita Eisen 

Michael Fagan 
Lawrence Foster 
Al Garren Fund 
Ynez Ghirardelli 

William W. Godward 
Arnold A. Grossman Fund 

Richard B. Gump 
Edith L. Hammerslough 

Milan Milton Holdorf 
Lorraine Jones 

Elizabeth Katherine Lady 
Norman T. Larson 
Edward Maker II 

Dr. Frank E. McLaughlin 
Carol L. Meyer 

Marie J. Niemann 
Oscar E. Olson 

Joseph E. Padula 
Virginia Patterson 

Mrs. Ernest Rogers 
Maxine Rosston 

K. Hart Smith 
Peter S. Talea 

Jonas Waxman 
Bonnie Woodworth 

* deceased

August 1, 2017 through March 31, 2019
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$50,000 & ABOVE 
FOUNDATIONS 
Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation 
Hearst Foundation 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Barbara Bruser & Richard Clark 
Mary & Craig Henderson 
Scott & Susan Lord 
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey 
Susan York 
  
$25,000–$49,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
The Yvonne & Edgar Baker Fund 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field 

Foundation 
Ululani Foundation 
 
CORPORATION 
Dandelion Chocolate 
  
GOVERNMENT 
National Endowment for the Arts 
  
INDIVIDUALS 
Nordin & Donna Blacker 
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd 
George & Susan Crow 
Peter & Jayne Davis 
Robert Ellis 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Bernice Lindstrom 
James A. Noe III 
Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Leslys Vedder,  

in Memory of James Forrest Vedder 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
 
$15,000–$24,999 
FOUNDATION 
The Bernard Osher Foundation 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Mrs. Annina R. Demmon 

John & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Franklin P. and Catherine Johnson 
Mr. John Lee 
Michael Moritz & Harriet Heyman 
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein 
In Memory of Cameron Waterman III 
 
$10,000–$14,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
HB & Lucille Horn Foundation 
The Henry W. &  

Nettie Robinson Foundation 
Sack Family Fund 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Sallie Arens 
Jennifer & Chris Brahm 
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins 
Dr. James Cross & Mr. Charles Antonen 
George & Susan Crow 
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth  
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Mr. Michael H. Kalkstein & 

Ms. Susan English 
Robert Mison 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
Patricia Weeden   
Anonymous 
 
$5,000–$9,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Five Arts Foundation 
Kia Ora Foundation 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Darla & Richard Bastoni 
Helen Berggruen 
Maureen Clarke 
Michael Colbruno 
Drs. John & Lois Crowe 
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
James Heagy,  

in Memory of Janey Heagy 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 

Ellen & Paul McKaskle 
James Meehan 
Howard & Cathy Moreland 
Anne Morton 
Douglas Norby & Susan Anderson 
Mr. Paul D. Nordine 
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Jack & Betty Schafer 
Dr. David D. Stein &  

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz 
Olivia Ware 
Carol Weitz 
Diana C. Yee 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
 
$2,500–$4,999 
FOUNDATIONS 
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club 
San Francisco Opera Guild 

East Bay Chapter 
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Peninsula Chapter 
San Jose Opera Guild 
 
CORPORATIONS 
First Republic Bank 
Meyer Sound 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
James Scott Bays 
Mary Sue & Maurice Bizzarri 
Lucia Bogatay 
Annette Campbell White &  

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne 
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin 
Mrs. Antonia Cross 
Lisa Danzig 
James & Marjorie Dean 
Jeanne Dorward 
Pamela George 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Michael A. Harrison &  

Susan Graham Harrison 
David & Jane Hartley 
Jane Hartley  

Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Hetzel 
Greer & Thayer Hopkins 
Dana T. Horner 
Mr. Robert Jacoby 
Ms. Nelda Kilguss 
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey 
David Y Virginia Mardesich 
D.G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
David & Marilyn Nasatir 
David Hugle & Haggai Niv 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Mr. & Mrs. John Renard 
Mr. Steven Shladover 
J.H. Silveira 
Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting 
Ruth & Ross Uchimura  
Mrs. Anita Weissberg 
Mr. Patrick Wilken &  

Mr. David Dickson 
Ms. Faye Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler 
Mr. Dennis Zhang 
Stephen & Connie Zilles 
Anonymous 
 
$1,000–$2,499 
FOUNDATIONS 
Joyce & William Brantman 

Foundation 
Karl & Alice Ruppenthal  

Foundation for the Arts 
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Marin Chapter 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson 
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Bier Lem 
Mrs. Peter H. Black 
Phyllis Blair 
Mrs. Helen Breck 
Mr. Martin S. Checov &  

Mr. Timothy J. Bause 
Ashley Crawford 
Margaret & Reid Dennis 
Keith Doerge 

Margareta Encrantz 
Mr. Peter Felleman 
Ceseli & Hugh Foster 
Barbara B. Friede 
Ronny Michael Greenberg 
Mr. Fred Hartwick 
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hess 
Patrick Hitchcock 
Wilma Horwitz 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 
Dorothy & C. Bradford Jeffries 
Ms. Andrea G. Julian 
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Ms. Jean Kellogg & Mr. Henry Tang 
Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Ms. Shirley Kwok 
Kathe & Ben Lange 
Mr. Roy Levin & Ms. Jan Thomson 
Mark Lewis 
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly 
Eve & Niall Lynch 
Betty Maddux 
Midge Mansouri 
Deborah Marion 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine 
Mrs. Anne G. McWilliams 
Victoria Nakamura 
Annie Nunan 
Michael & Helen O’Hanlon 
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Orup 
Suzanna G. Pollak 
Mary & Patric Powell 
Ms. Susan K. Prather 
Mr. & Mrs. David Rinaldo 
Ms. Jo-Ann Rose 
Ms. Kathleen Rydar 
Mr. Paul Sack 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Martha Toppin 
Doug Von Qualen 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Ms. Shirley Woo & Mr. David Rosenfeld 
Kathleen Rydar & Tom Boyden 
Judith & Gary Sorgen 
Blanche Germain Streeter 
Anne Zucchi 
Anonymous 

OFFICERS 

Patrick Wilken, Chairman 

Carlyn Clause, President 

Jayne C. Davis,  

Vice Chairman 

Dr. James Cross,  

Vice President 

Pamela J. George,  

Vice President 

Dr. Myron Marx,  

Vice President 

George Crow, Treasurer 

Robert B. Mison, Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Mrs. Starr Bruce  

(1957–1962) 

James H. Schwabacher  

(1962–1991) 

Dr. A. Jess Shenson  

(1991–1995) 

Jayne Davis (1995–1999) 

Rusty Rolland (1999–2003) 

David S. Hugle 

(2003–2007) 

Patrick Wilken 

(2007–2011) 

Donna L. Blacker 

(2011–2015)

DIRECTORS 

Adam Arthur Bier 

Mary Sue Bizzarri 

Jennifer Brahm 

Barbara Bruser Clark 

Michael Colbruno 

The Hon.  

Marie Bertillion Collins 

Ashley Crawford 

Jeanne Dorward 

Beatrice Gomory 

Mary Henderson 

David S. Hugle 

Robert B. Jacoby 

Michael H. Kalkstein 

Dr. Joan B. Kelly 

William W. Kwan, MD 

Nafiseh Lindberg 

Sylvia R. Lindsey 

Lindsay MacDermid 

Donald L. McGee 

James Meehan 

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg 

Dr. David D. Stein 

Blanche Germain Streeter 

Ruth Uchimura 

Susan Walker 

Olivia Ware 

Carol A. Weitz 

Christopher E. Wiseman 

Susan York 

Dennis Zhang 

Stephen Zilles 

 

 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS 

Donna L. Blacker 

Peggy Dennis 

Anita Weissberg

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, and corporations for their generous gifts 
totaling $1,000 or more and made between October 1, 2018 and April 12, 2019, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information 
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 936-2324, e-mail mop@merola.org, or visit our website at merola.org.

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director 

Tracy Grant, Director of Contributed Giving 

Mark Shattuck,  

Director of Finance & Administration 

Ruben B. Pimentel, Jr., Director of  

Marketing & Communications 

Amy Kessler, Donor Relations &  

Events Manager 

Cindy Ho, Bookkeeper/Accountant 

Amanda Pursell,  

Community Engagement Manager  

Hilda Li, Development & Marketing Assistant 

Michelle Ward, Intern 

Carla Befera Public Relations,  

Communications Consultant 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

The Merola Opera Program is dedicated to the development of the finest young operatic talent into 
professional artists of the highest caliber. Merola operates in close collaboration with San Francisco 
Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, responsible for its own fundraising. Graduates of 
the Merola Opera Program include Anna Netrebko, Ailyn Pérez, Patricia Racette, Nadine Sierra, Elza van 
den Heever, Carol Vaness, Deborah Voigt, Joyce DiDonato, Susan Graham, Dolora Zajick, Brian Jagde, 
Stuart Skelton, Rolando Villazón, Thomas Hampson, Quinn Kelsey, Lucas Meachem, and Patrick 
Summers. Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at merola.org. 

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM
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C O R P O R A T E  M A T C H I N G  G I F T  D O N O R S
American Express  

Gift Matching Program 
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation 
Chevron U.S.A., Inc. 

IBM International Foundation 
Intel 

Microsoft Corporation 
Union Bank of California 

M E R O L A  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust or other estate plans. For more information 
on how you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 936-2321.

Norman Abramson & David Beery 
Mrs. Barbara Adams 
Mrs. Judith Anderson 
Mrs. John Anderton 
Ms. Wilma Avery 
Kathleen H. Barr 
James Scott Bays 
Mary Sue & Maurice Bizzarri 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen 
In Memory of George (Troy) Browman 

& his Living Partner  
J. Gerald Gagnon 

Mr. Donald Buhman 
Mr. Russell P. Chappell 
Ms. Donna Chazen 
Agnes Chen Brown 
Maureen Clarke 
Carlyn Clause &  

Alexander L. Brainerd 
Mr. Michael Colbruno 
Jose Maria Condemi 
George & Susan Crow 
Mr. Gerald F. Currier & 

Mr. Cleveland M. Smith 

Peter & Jayne Davis 
Mr. Stephen Drewes 
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly 
Roberta & Mark Emerson 
Mr. Robert F. Ewing & 

Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr. 
Mary & Tom Foote 
Mario Fracchia 
Barbara B. Friede 
Joseph & Antonia Friedman 
Ms. Magda Gabali 
Mr. Louis B. Gagliardi 
Pamela J. George 
Mrs. Rolf Gille 
Dave Gomberg & Diana Lum 
Beatrice & Paul Gomory 
Tracy Grant 
Miss Doris Grau 
Miss Ursula Grunfeld 
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley 
James Heagy 

in memory of Janey Heagy 
Mr. David Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv 
Ms. Marian Huntoon 

Ms. Dagmar L. Jamison 
Ms. Joanie Juster 
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman 
Ms. Jean Kellogg 
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly 
Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton &  

Mr. Peter Eggleton 
Mr. Ken Kolby 
Mrs. Barbara F. Kral 
Herbert & Barbara Graham Kreissler 
Ms. Joan Shelbourne Kwansa 
Mrs. Olive Lawton 
Mr. John Lee 
Ms. Marcia Leonhardt 
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom 
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid 
Betty Maddux 
Ms. Norrine L. Marchegiani-Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich 
Dr. Myron Marx 
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin 
Bill Medigovich 
Ms. Christine Miller 
Miss Vivienne E. Miller 

D. G. Mitchell 
Cathy & Howard Moreland 
Ms. Camille Morishige 
Ms. Thelma Morris 
Mr. Albert L. Mosher 
Mr. Milton Mosk & 

Mr. Thomas Foutch 
Mr. Carl Noelke 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon 
Ms. Brenda Osborne 
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne & 

Mr. Steven E. Tirrell 
Robert & Carol Parvin 
Mr. Glenn H. Reid 
Mr. Robert Robertson 
Peter & Bettina Rosenbladt 
Ms. Louise A. Russell 
Kenneth Ruta 
Bob & Terri Ryan 
John Ryckman 
Jeannie Sack & Jordan Sachs 
Debra R. Schoenberg 
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling 
Ms. Carolyn Shaw 

Ms. Jean A. Sherlin 
Natalie O. Shuttleworth 
David L. & Barbara G. Sloss 
Ms. Sue Sommer 
Nancy & Robert Soper 
Dr. David D. Stein & 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner 
Dr. Sam Thal 
Miss Carol Tomlinson 
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell 
Ms. Suzanne Turley 
Shirley Wilson Victor 
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho 
Doug Von Qualen 
Ms. Gladys Wagman 
Bruce & Fran Walker 
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig 
Mr. Kimberly M. Webb &  

Mr. Richard R. Rossi 
Mr. Patrick Wilken 
Ms. Ann L. Williamson 
Mrs. John A. Zderic 
Anonymous 
 

The Merola Opera Program honors the memory of the following friends who have provided a legacy of support through their bequests and other planned gifts this year.

Eloise Bouye • Mrs. Marion Zimmer Bradley • Zanette Comman • Barbara K. Jackson • Mr. Jack H. Lund • William Risser • Winifred Slauson • Amos Zucchi 

T R I B U T E S  
Merola Opera Program expresses its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made memorial and honorary donations  

between October 1, 2018 and April 12, 2019.
IN MEMORY OF 

Brian Asawa • Zheng Cao • Janey Heagy • Valerie Pope 

Henry W. Robinson & Nettie Robinson • Marion Ross • James Forrest Vedder

IN HONOR OF 

Jody Bourland • Pamela George • Ronny Michael Greenberg 

Sylvia Lindsey • Robert Mison • Glenn Reid

M E R O L A  O P E R A  P R O G R A M  E N D O W M E N T  
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment 
funds, which provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future. 

Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund 
Amici di Merola Fund 
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund 
Richard J. Barlett Memorial Fund 
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund 
The Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund* 
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund 
Florence Bruce Fund* 
Bruser Family Fund 
Carlton F. Bryan Fund 
Betty Cable Fund 
Zheng Cao Opera Fund 
Cooper Endowment Fund 
Darwin Memorial Fund 
Reid & Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund 
Grace A. Diem & Alice E. Siemons  

Endowment Fund* 
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund* 
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund 

Alfred Fromm & Otto E. Meyer,  
in Memory of Dr. Angel Gropper* 

I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund 
Nicholas & Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund* 
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund* 
Alper A. Garren Endowment Fund 
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund 
Mr. Richard N. Goldman Fund* 
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund 
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund 
Gropper Memorial Fund 
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund 
Otto Guth Fund 
E. A. Haggerty Memorial Career Grant—  

Larry L. Hillblom Foundation* 
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund 
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund 
Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund 
Vija Hovgard Endowment Fund 
David S. Hugle & Haggai Niv Endowment Fund* 
The Jacobs Family Trust* 

Grace & Mildred Johnson Endowment Fund 
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund* 
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston,  

The Shenson Foundation,  
in memory of Drs. Ben & A. Jess Shenson* 

Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund 
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund 
Sandra McCabe Fund 
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund 
Merola Members Endowment Fund 
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick  

AIDS Memorial Fund* 
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund 
Verna Osborne Fund* 
The Bernard Osher Foundation  

Career Grant Endowment* 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Poetz  

Memorial Career Grant—A Friend of Merola* 
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund* 
In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund 
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund* 

Marie Louise Rosenberg  
Memorial Endowment Fund 

Gerald B. Rosenstein Fund 
Mary Roy Fund 
Schick Memorial Fund* 
James H. Schwabacher, Jr. Fund* 
Schwabacher Family Career Grant— 

Mr. James H. Schwabacher* 
The Shenson Family Fund 
Richard Strauss Opera Career Grant— 

G. William Jewell, in memory of  
Mr. Robert C. Silvering 

Margery Tede Endowment Fund* 
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund 
Dickson Titus III Fund* 
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund 
Frank W. & Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund 
In Memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund 
 
 

*supports career grants 

I N - K I N D  D O N O R S
August (1) Five 
Maurice Bizzarri, Bizzarri Software 
Culinary Excellence Catering 
Jayne & Peter Davis 

R. David & Ginny Freeman,  
co-founders, Sonoma Valley 
Authors Festival 

The Glimmerglass Festival 

Hafner Vineyard 
Liong-Bing Liem 
Maxville Winery 
James Meehan 

Port of Oakland 
Quixote Winery 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 
Rigg Estate Winery 

San Francisco Fire Department 
San Francisco Opera 
VinAtlas 

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999. 

Merola gratefully acknowledges the following Producer Sponsors of the Merola Spring Benefit Gala

Nordin and Donna Blacker • James A. Noe III • John & Judith Renard • Bruce and Fran Walker • Mrs. Anita Weissberg
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San Francisco Opera Guild gives 
voice to potential through education 
and outreach programs that bring 
opera center stage into the life of 
the community.

O F F I C E R S  

Mary Poland, President 

Maryam Muduroglu, Vice President, Administration 

Eve Wertsch, Vice President, Associate Directors 

Silvia Lin, Vice President, Chapters 

Diana Kissil, Vice President, Community Outreach 

Ileana Facchini, Vice President, Development  

Belinda Steyer, Vice President, Education 

Courtney Labe, Vice President, Fundraising 

Virginia Cartwright Ziegler,  

Vice President, Marketing 

Cynthia Schreuder Kalev, Secretary 

Claire Fluhr, Treasurer 

Carol Benz, Director-at-Large 

Rita Milner, Education Fund Chairman

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S  

Matthew & Kate Shilvock 

David Gockley 

 

S T A F F  

Susan Malott, Managing Director 

Megan McDonald, Director of Special Events 

Theodora Reich,  

Special Events and Marketing Associate 

Caroline Altman, Creative Director 

John C. Morris, Education Program Administrator 

Maya Rath, Finance Manager 

Ellen Kerrigan, Opera à la Carte Coordinator 

 

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  

$100,000 & ABOVE 
Ann & Gordon Getty 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
Denise Littlefield Sobel 
 
$50,000–$99,999 

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Neiman Marcus Group 
TriplePoint Capital 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Franklin & Catherine Johnson 
Courtney & Jim Labe 
 
$25,000–$49,999 

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Accenture 
Harrah’s & Harveys Lake Tahoe 
Shreve & Co. 
Wells Fargo Bank 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
Whitney & Jim Crane 
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Sylvia & John Hughes 
Arlene Inch 
Stephen & Maria Kahng 
Victor & Farah Makras 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Kai Peng Tan & Eric W. Ormsby 
Todd & Lisa Zabelle 
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 
 
$10,000–$24,999 

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Alexander McQueen 
Anonymous 
Bank of America 
Burberry 
California Arts Council 
Dodge & Cox 
EACH Foundation  
Koret Foundation 
Resolution Economics 
San Francisco Giants 
Union Bank 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Joachim & Nancy Hellman Bechtle 
Christopher & Camille Bently 

Maria & Jerry Brenholz 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Brown 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Paula & Bandel Carano 
Bill & Bridget Coughran 
Shannon & Dan Cronan 
Michael & Holly Cuggino 
Kim & Mark Dempster 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood 
Adm. James Ellis, Jr. &  

Dr. Elizabeth Paté-Cornell 
Elizabeth Pang Fullerton 
John & Marcia Goldman 
Jane & David Hartley 
Kathy Huber & Larry Binkley 
Leslie & George Hume 
Dorothy & C. Bradford Jeffries 
Lawrence A. Kern 
Shelley & Richard Kuhle 
Gregory Malin 
Andrew J. Martin-Weber 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Helen & John Meyer 
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Norman & Janet Pease 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi &  

Mr. Paul Pelosi 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward G. Poole 
Anne Popkin 
Clint & Janet Reilly 
Stephen Revetria 
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein 
Pamela & Richard Rigg 
Lionel Shaw 
Zornitza Stefanova &  

Payam Mirrashidi 
Roselyne C. Swig 
Dianne & Tad Taube 
Maryjo Tisor & Todd Kaplan 
Jennifer & Steven Walske 
Diane B. Wilsey 
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James 
 
$5,000–$9,999 

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Abbot Downing 
Find Your Light Foundation 
Pacific Union International 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
SFOG East Bay Chapter

INDIVIDUALS 
Francesca & Jeff Amann 
Susan Anderson-Norby 
Jean-Jacques Bienaime 
Elizabeth & David Birka-White 
Celeste & Mick Bobroff 
Ron & Beverly Borelli 
Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill 
Romana D’Angelo Bracco 
Ms. Barbara Brown 
Carol Franc Buck 
Simon & Christine Buesnel 
Marilyn & Michael Cabak 
Lorna Meyer Calas & Dennis Calas 
Debra & Richard Carpeneti 
David & Karin Chamberlain 
Carolyn Chandler 
Dr. Carolyn Chang & Mr. Patrick King 
Mrs. Newton A. Cope 
Olivia Hsu Decker 
Stacey & Ted Dobos 
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Frank & Susan Dunlevy 
Holly & Jim Farrell 
Sandra Farris 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Greg & Sally Hartman 
Jane & Bert Inch 
Lisamarie Inesi 
Cynthia Schreuder Kalev &  

Ovadia Kalev 
Mrs. William R. Kimball 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 
Karen J. Kubin 
Drs. Danielle & Rondall Lane 
John & Joan Lavorgna 
Patricia Lee-Hoffmann &  

Steven Hoffmann 
Brenda Leff 
Cynthia & Richard Livermore 
Connie & Bob Lurie 
Jennifer Lynch & Justin Schuster 
Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca 
Anne McWilliams 
Dr. Maya D. Meux 
Phyllis Moldaw 
David Todd Oldroyd 
Deepa Pakianathan &  

Phil Pemberton 
Jerome Paolini 
Ann & Jim Paras 
Maria Pitcairn 

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard 
Louise & Paul Renne 
Alice & Bill Russell-Shapiro 
Deborah & Paul Sagues 
Andrea Schultz & Michael Wood 
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg 
Dr. Steven & Merrill Randol Sherwin 
Mary Beth & David Shimmon 
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez &  

Israel Hernandez 
Honorable David Vander Wall & 

Julie Gallo Vander Wall 
Mark & Brigitta Whiting 
Toni Wolfson & Robert Federighi 
Lisa & Jim Zanze 
 
$1,000–$4,999 

CORPORATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
Cartier 
James J. Ludwig Foundation 
Paragon Real Estate Group 
San Francisco Zoological Society 
San Jose Opera Guild 
SFOG Marin Chapter 
SFOG Peninsula Chapter 
SFOG Sonoma Chapter 
Strategic Project Solutions 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Steve & Maura Abernathy 
Elie Abi-Jaoude 
Navid P. Armstrong 
Eleonore Aslanian 
Cecilia Aviles 
Ann & Bart Baer 
Laura Sagues Barr &  

Noah Michael Barr 
Thomas Barrett & Belinda A. Berry 
Jarrod Baumann 
Nina & Charles E. Belle 
Carol Benz 
Helen & Roger Bohl 
J. Dennis Bonney 
Karen & Anton Bruehl 
Mrs. John M. Bryan 
James Bundy 
Alisa Burgess-Blajwas &  

Harold Blajwas 
Karen Caldwell 
Tiara Cameron 
Mrs. Walter L. Carpeneti 
Mary Catlin 

George & Dolly Chammas 
Hilary & Richard Clark 
Katie Colendich 
Julie Coplon 
Jill Cowan 
Phoebe Cowles & Robert Girard 
Kelsey Cullen 
Courtney & Seth Dallaire 
Lisa Danzig 
Shahla Davoudi 
Bill Demas 
Christine DeSanze 
Jesus O. Diaz 
Dagmar Dolby 
Jessica & Michael Eisler 
Jacqueline & Christian Erdman 
Jennifer Fearon 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Paula Fiscal 
Claire & Jeff Fluhr 
John Fogelsong 
Melina Yee Franklin 
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Froeb 
Sarah Gallo 
Paul Gamba 
Gary Garabedian 
James & Elizabeth Gassel 
Malin Giddings 
Krista Giovara 
Stacy Gnuse 
Joel Goodrich 
Shelley Gordon 
Sigrun Graeff 
Prof. Gerold Grodsky 
Lisa & John Grotts 
Aaron Gruver 
William Harvey 
Dixie & Clifford Hersh 
Nancy Leigh Hillis 
Mr. Ted Bartlett &  

Dr. Donna Hoghooghi 
Roberta Cohen Holden 
Brian & Rene Hollins 
Susan Hopkinson-Fishman 
George & Cathy Huber 
Jessica Jacob & Zachary Townsend 
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger 
Jorge Jaramillo 
Jennifer Jeffries 
Kristen Kadner & Brian Roddy 
Timothy & Anne Kahn 
Caitlin Kalinowski 

San Francisco Opera Guild is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend our 
sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporation and foundation for their 
generous support of $1,000 or more between September 1, 2017 and August 31, 2018. For more information about supporting San Francisco Opera 
Guild, please contact Susan Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at sfoperaguild.com. 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD
L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S T A F F  
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S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y  
The San Francisco Opera Guild Legacy Society honors those who have included San Francisco Opera Guild in their will, trust, or other estate plans. 
For more information on how you can support San Francisco Opera Guild through your estate planning, please call (415) 565-3291.

Ben D. & Dorothy Coppersmith 
Rod & PJ Handeland 
Jane & David Hartley 

Bruce M. Jewett 
Mr. Maurice Kanbar 
James J. Ludwig 

Estate of Leontine Sassell 
Catherine Stafford Revocable Living Trust 
Mrs. W. Carroll Tornroth 

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco Opera 
Guild’s Education Fund by August 31, 2018. For information on supporting the Guild’s Education Fund, please call (415) 565-3291.

Cheryl & Ralph Baxter 
Karen & Anton Bruehl 
Paula & Bandel Carano  
The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper 
Mary Corroon 
Beverly Coughlin 
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg 
Olivia Hsu Decker 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich* 
Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation 

Anna Freiman 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Katharine Hanrahan* 
Alfred Hartley 
Jane and David Hartley 
James Heagy 
Barbara Henry 
Jacquelin H. Hume* 
Katie & Claude Jarman 
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin 
Diana Kissil & John Cullison 

Karen J. Kubin 
Joan & John Lavorgna 
Eileen D. Ludwig* 
Cathy & Angus MacNaughton 
The Malin Family 
Susan & James Malott 
Lois Manbert 
Anne Marie Massocca 
Kathleen McEligot 
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Karen Merritt 

Virginia Miller* 
Susan Mooradian 
Mary Louise Myers 
Susan O’Brien  
Elizabeth Pfau* 
Maria Pitcairn 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Ursula Ralph 
Joyce Reitman 
Venetta & John Rohal 
Diane Rubin 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  
East Bay Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  
Marin Chapter 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  
Peninsula Chapter 

Ann Simpson 
Claire Collins Skall* 
Susan Tamagni 
 

*Deceased 

C H A R L O T  D .  M A L I N  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  O P E R A  G U I L D  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D  
We express deep appreciation to the following groups and individuals who have made gifts of $500 or more by August 31, 2018 in memory of 
Charlot D. Malin, Past President and a leader of San Francisco Opera Guild. For information on how to contribute to this fund, please contact Susan 
Malott at (415) 565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit sfopera.com/charlotmalinfund.

Steve & Maura Abernathy 
Elizabeth Birka-White 
Kristy Brabec 
Erik Breivik 
Barbara Brown 
Martha Chesley 
Shannon & Dan Cronan 
Suzy Kellems Dominik 
Sean Dowdall 

Lynne Edminster 
Jennifer Emerson 
Sue Firestone 
Claire Fluhr 
Malin Giddings 
Ann & Daniel Girard 
Daniel & Inger Golob 
Sigrun Graeff 
Rong Hu 

Arlene Inch 
Cynthia Schreuder Kalev 
Juanita Kizor 
Nina Klotz 
Nicola Luisotti 
Susan & James Malott 
John McQuaid 
Gene & Richard Morey 
Christina Noren 

Bernard & Barbro Osher 
John & Sherry Peterson 
Mary & Bill Poland 
Reuben, Junius & Rose, LLP 
Karen Richardson 
Karen Ann Richardson Family 

Foundation 
Deborah Sagues 
 

San Francisco Opera Guild,  
East Bay Chapter 

John Shea 
Mai Shiver 
Sarah Somberg 
Kimberlee Stryker 
Swartz Foundation 
Barbara Traisman 
Natalia Urrutia-Hernandez

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of educational and community 
engagement programs presented through the combined efforts of San Francisco Opera, San Francisco Opera Guild, and the Merola Opera Program.

C O R P O R A T E  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S  C O N T I N U E D  

Accenture 
Alex Chases Salon 
Allegra Print & Imaging 
Mark Alman 
J. Riccardo Benavides Event Styling 
Burberry 
Karen Caetano, Id-alist llc 
Calhoun & Company Communications 
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris 
Carpe Diem 

Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards and Winery 
Copymat SF 
Kim & Mark Dempster 
Dependable Letterpress 
Drew Altizer Photography 
FaceWest 
Four Seasons Resort Ranch Encantado 
Georgia O’Keeffe Museum 
HALL Wines 
Hyatt Regency London—The Churchill 

Jay Siegan Presents 
George F. Lucas 
Farah & Victor Makras 
Maisons Marques & Domaines 
McCalls Catering & Events 
Rita Milner 
Maryam & Oran Muduroglu 
Neiman Marcus Union Square 
The Nob Hill Gazette 
Roederer Estate 

San Francisco Opera 
Santa Fe Opera 
Soirée Valet 
The St. Regis San Francisco 
Christine Stovell 
Town & Country 
United Airlines 
The Westin St. Francis San Francisco  

on Union Square 
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler 

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N S  

Tonia & Adam Karr 
David Kensington 
Jill Doré Kent 
John Kerns 
Juanita Kizor 
Claire & Mark Kostic 
Joanne Kwong 
Randall E. Laroche & David G. Laudon 
Leilani Latimer & Fabio Ficano 
Adam Lauridsen 
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg 
Patricia Ferrin Loucks 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Ludgus 
Elizaveta Lutz 
Mary & Terry MacRae 
Mrs. Rhonda Mahendroo 
Elizabeth & Patrick Malkassian 
Adrienne Mally 
Susan & James Malott 
Monica Mary March &  

Enrique Rodriguez 

Pamela Marron 
Suzanne Martinez 
Mr. Jorge Maumer 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Mauzé 
Scott McClure 
Amy & Michael McNamara 
Elaine Mellis 
Karen Merritt 
Sydney Minnerly 
Robert B. Mison  
Kimberly Hughes Moazed &  

Steve Moazed 
Natasha Monahan 
Patricia Montag & John Swain 
Douglas G. Moore 
Joshua Morgan 
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch 
Deborah Mosser &  

Donald MacLean 
Jane Mudge 
Nancy S. Mueller 

Bahya Murad 
Klaus Murer 
Sheila & Paul Nahi 
Morton Newman 
Susan O’Brien 
Teri O’Brien 
Nazan & Charles Orr 
Father David F. Pace 
Gus Panos 
Chrisa Pappas & Dean Sioukas 
Carol & Gerry Parker 
Laurie Pasmooij 
Camille Perona 
Sujata Pherwani 
Tanya Powell 
Ursula Ralph 
Maria Rescalvo 
Veronica Rivas-Tramontozzi 
Barbara Roach 
Alicia & Michael Rockefeller 
John D. Rosin 

Connie & Steve Rossa 
Nancy Russell  
Angelika Ryan 
Arash Salkhi 
Sharon & David Seto 
Kimberlee Sharp-Dutto 
Dr. Clara Shayevich 
Roberta Sherman 
Carol Simmons 
Katherine & Dan Simon 
Mary Sky 
Frank Knowles Smith III 
Frederic H. Smith 
Russell Stanaland 
Belinda Steyer  
Norbert Sy 
France Szeto 
Andrea & Joe Thomas 
Hernando Torres-Fernandez 
Barbara Traisman 
Yuka Uehara 

Herbert K. Uetz 
Michael Valenti 
Paul van Dyk & Şaduman Güzel 
Micaela van Zwoll & John Green 
Nic & Claudia Volpi 
Margaret Wadhwani 
Douglas S. Waggener 
Gina & Michael Warren 
Thurlow Washam  
Ronald & Emely Weissman 
Amy Wender-Hoch 
Keith Wetmore & Andrew Hinek 
Phillip Wilson 
Celeste & Darryl Woo 
Beatrice Wood 
Mia Wright 
Anna Yuan & Yann Leconte 
Brenda Zarate 
Linda Elliott Zider 
 

*Deceased 
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Personal and Powerful Wealth Management

We have an advisor to 
meet you, no matter 
where you are on your 
life’s journey.

www.PrivateOcean.com

MARY BALLIN
CFP®, CDFA®

LIZ REVENKO
MBA, CFP®

KEVIN GAHAGAN
CFP®, CIMA®

BILL BOCKWOLDT
MBA, CFP®

STEPHEN KEPLER 
CFP®, CDFA®

STEVE BRANTON
CFP®

SABRINA LOWELL 
CFP®, CPCC

JUSTIN DETRAY
CFP®

M. ZACH MANGELS 
MSFP, CFP®

AMANDA FOX
MBA

SHELBY STAHR
FPQP™

CHIP PYFER
JD CFP ®
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For Patrons in Wheelchairs, San Francisco Opera 
offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a range of 
prices. All entrances at the War Memorial Opera 
House are wheelchair accessible. Wheelchair-
accessible stalls in restrooms can be found on all 
floors (except the Main Lobby and 5th floor 
Balcony levels). Accessible drinking fountains are 
located on all floors except the Balcony level. 
 
LISTENING DEVICES Assistive listening devices 
are available at the North and South Lobby coat 
checks. ID deposit required. 
 
LIVE TITLES: TEXT-TO-VOICE SUPERTITLES 
Headsets that provide a spoken version of the 
supertitles are available at the North Lobby coat 
check. 
 
DINING & REFRESHMENTS Global Gourmet 
operates pre-show and intermission food and 
beverage conces sion services in lobby areas. 
Beginning two hours prior to all performances, 
Prelude at the Opera House in the lower lounge  
offers a changing seasonal buffet, as well as 
elevated à la carte dishes for pre-performance 
dining and intermission. The North Box Restaurant 
on the North Mezzanine (Box) level features locally 
sourced Califor nia cuisine with global influences.  
 
Audiences may enjoy purchased beverages inside 
the auditorium in the appropriate containers. Outside 
food and drink are prohibited. 
 
The SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP, located in 
the South Mezzanine lobby, front lobby, and 
North Dress Circle of the Opera House, sells 
opera CDs, DVDs, SF Opera merchandise, and 
gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before 
perfor mances, at intermissions, and afterward. 
All proceeds benefit San Francisco Opera. 

COAT CHECK A coat check for your convenience 
is located at the North and South ends of the main 
lobby. For the safety and comfort of our audience, 
large bags are strongly discouraged and are 
subject to search. 
 
COURTESY TELEPHONE, for local calls only, is 
located in the main lobby across from the South 
passenger elevator. 
 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS are available on all 
levels except the Lower level, where there is a 
courtesy water station on the north side. Water 
bottles are permitted in the auditorium.  
 
OPERA GLASSES may be rented for $5 at the 
North Lobby coat check. ID deposit is requested.  
 
LARGE-PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES 
are available at the coat check stations in the 
main lobby. 
 
FIRST AID STATION is located on the South 
Lower level. In case of emergency, please ask 
the nearest usher to assist you. 
 
LOST AND FOUND items may be claimed at the 
North coat check during the performance. All 
unclaimed items are delivered to the War 
Memo rial Performing Arts Center at 401 Van 
Ness Ave., Room 110, (415) 621-6600 (8 AM–5 PM, 
Monday–Friday). 
 
TAXI SERVICE Patrons desiring a taxi after a 
performance should come to the Grove Street 
Taxi Ramp located on the south side of the 
Opera House. Accommodations are provided on 
a first-come, first-served basis, and cannot be 
guaranteed as service is based on availability of 
licensed taxis. Staff will be on hand to assist.

P E R F O R M A N C E  E T I Q U E T T E  
• Please turn off and refrain from using all 

electronic devices during the performance, 
including digital watches and cell phones. 

• No cameras or recording equipment are 
permitted in the Opera House. 

• As a courtesy to those who may have 
fragrance allergies, please avoid wearing 
perfume or cologne. 

• Children of any age attending a performance 
must have a ticket; no babes in arms. 

 
Management reserves the right to remove  
any patron creating a disturbance. 

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND  
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE 

Owned and operated by the City and County of 
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of 

the War Memorial of San Francisco 

The Honorable London N. Breed, Mayor 
 

TRUSTEES 
Nancy H. Bechtle, President 

Belva Davis 
Stanlee Ray Gatti 
Thomas E. Horn 

Lt. Col. Wallace I. Levin CSMR (Ret.) 
Gorretti Lo Lui 

Mrs. George R. Moscone 
MajGen J. Michael Myatt, USMC (Ret.) 

Paul F. Pelosi 
Charlotte Mailliard Shultz 

Diane B. Wilsey 
 

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director 
Jennifer E. Norris, Assistant Managing Director

YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE

The OPERA BOX OFFICE is located in the Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness Avenue, and is open 
Monday 10 AM–5 PM, Tuesday through Saturday 
10 AM–6 PM, and through the first intermission on 
performance days. Tickets may also be charged 
by phone at (415) 864- 3330 or ordered online at 
sfopera.com. We accept American Express, VISA, 
MasterCard, and Discover.  
 
If you are unable to use your tickets to a 
particular performance, you may exchange them 
for tickets to another performance, subject to 
availability, or donate them back to the Opera. 
Ticket exchanges for future performances can 
be accommodated up to one hour before 
curtain or during the first intermission. No 
refunds are associated with ticket exchanges, 
and a fee (plus any price differential) may apply.  
 
ACCESSIBILITY San Francisco Opera is committed 
to providing easy access for all of our patrons. 
Please contact the Opera Box Office prior to your 
visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

SAN FRANCISCO WAR MEMORIAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CENTER  
WAR MEMORIAL OPERA HOUSE EXIT DIAGRAM

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. In an  emergency, follow 
any lighted exit sign to the street. WALK, do not run, to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to 
 nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 
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TRUSTING IN THE FUTURE OF OPERA 
 B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  T W I T T E R ,  I N S T A G R A M ,  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
  

@ M A T T H E W S H I L V O C K      
 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K       M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M

Opera companies should exist in 
a symbiotic relationship with 
the communities they serve: 

they have over time been the beating heart 
of cities, the gathering place for peoples, 
and an expression of the zeitgeist of a 
community. However, such a relationship 
between opera and community is not a 
given. It only happens when the community 
trusts that the company is producing work 
of meaning and value.  

As we approach our centennial in 
2022–23, it is imperative that we build trust between opera 
and community. To that end, the board and staff, headed 
by the board’s Vice President, Lisa Erdberg, have been 
working on the creation of a new mission and vision for 
San Francisco Opera—a clear expression of why we exist 
and what we value. I’m so excited by what has transpired—
a strategic framework to guide us into our next century.  

Our new mission statement is a credo, a heartfelt 
expression of our essential purpose:  

We believe opera is a uniquely compelling, entertaining 
and emotionally thrilling art form.   Our mission is to 
bring together growing audiences to experience opera’s 
transformative power.  

It’s a celebration of the power of opera to move people to 
deep emotions, to thrill with spectacle, and to connect 
audiences, existing and new, in singular moments  
of soaring art. This is the fundamental promise of our art form. 

Then comes our new vision statement. This is an 
aspirational expression of where we’re heading in the 
coming decade. It is bold and succinct:  

To crack the code on producing big art in the 21st century. 

It expresses a fundamental need:. how do we ensure 
that the “big art” uniqueness of what we do is sustained 
and furthered in this new century? We tell big stories on a 
big stage with big emotions and a big impact. We are 
privileged to produce opera on one of the largest canvasses 

in the world and we need to find the 
replicable way to do that in the 21st century.  

Being successful in this vision will 
require both respect for the legacy of 
excellence that has so defined our first 
hundred years, and a vision and courage 
for what we can become in a new century.  

The mission and the vision are the key 
elements of our strategic framework. But we 
also articulated six values that will guide our 
priorities in the course of the next decade:  

• Pioneering new approaches to producing large-
scale opera 

• Striving for the highest standards of artistic 
integrity and excellence 

• Fostering a positive, collaborative, diverse, 
inclusive organization 

• Developing new audiences and creating dynamic 
audience relationships 

• Creating impactful reciprocal connections with the 
community through education and engagement 

• Upholding fiscal rigor and sound management as 
prerequisites for creativity 

Finally, and something I’m particularly excited about, is 
an expression of our personality: what we stand for, what 
defines our identity as an organization, and what guides 
every interaction we have:  

Creative, Bold, Inspiring, Welcoming, Excellent 

These are the personality traits that you should expect 
from us at all times and I urge you to let us know if we’re 
falling short in any area, or if you experience something 
that you feel particularly exemplifies these traits. 

This is just the beginning of our journey. There is much 
exciting art and work ahead as we look to ensure that we 
are the beating heart of our community. This new 
strategic framework is a wonderful encapsulation of our 
commitment to forge a bold new path ahead and I look 
forward to being on this thrilling journey with you.   

S I M O N  P A U L Y
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WITH THE SF SYMPHONY

Tickets on sale now!

Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices are subject 
to change. Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours 
prior to concerts. Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin. 

sfsymphony.org/summer   |   415.864.6000

Featuring Brahms V. Radiohead, Beethoven’s Fifth, 
Leslie Odom, Jr., Patti Lupone, Disney and Pixar’s UP,  
and outdoor events, too!
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TRUSTING IN THE FUTURE OF OPERA 
 B Y  G E N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  M A T T H E W  S H I L V O C K

P O S T L U D E

C O N N E C T  W I T H  M A T T H E W  V I A  T W I T T E R ,  I N S T A G R A M ,  A N D  E M A I L .  

 
  

@ M A T T H E W S H I L V O C K      
 
M A T T H E W _ S H I L V O C K       M A T T H E W @ S F O P E R A . C O M

Opera companies should exist in 
a symbiotic relationship with 
the communities they serve: 

they have over time been the beating heart 
of cities, the gathering place for peoples, 
and an expression of the zeitgeist of a 
community. However, such a relationship 
between opera and community is not a 
given. It only happens when the community 
trusts that the company is producing work 
of meaning and value.  

As we approach our centennial in 
2022–23, it is imperative that we build trust between opera 
and community. To that end, the board and staff, headed 
by the board’s Vice President, Lisa Erdberg, have been 
working on the creation of a new mission and vision for 
San Francisco Opera—a clear expression of why we exist 
and what we value. I’m so excited by what has transpired—
a strategic framework to guide us into our next century.  

Our new mission statement is a credo, a heartfelt 
expression of our essential purpose:  

We believe opera is a uniquely compelling, entertaining 
and emotionally thrilling art form.   Our mission is to 
bring together growing audiences to experience opera’s 
transformative power.  

It’s a celebration of the power of opera to move people to 
deep emotions, to thrill with spectacle, and to connect 
audiences, existing and new, in singular moments  
of soaring art. This is the fundamental promise of our art form. 

Then comes our new vision statement. This is an 
aspirational expression of where we’re heading in the 
coming decade. It is bold and succinct:  

To crack the code on producing big art in the 21st century. 

It expresses a fundamental need:. how do we ensure 
that the “big art” uniqueness of what we do is sustained 
and furthered in this new century? We tell big stories on a 
big stage with big emotions and a big impact. We are 
privileged to produce opera on one of the largest canvasses 

in the world and we need to find the 
replicable way to do that in the 21st century.  

Being successful in this vision will 
require both respect for the legacy of 
excellence that has so defined our first 
hundred years, and a vision and courage 
for what we can become in a new century.  

The mission and the vision are the key 
elements of our strategic framework. But we 
also articulated six values that will guide our 
priorities in the course of the next decade:  

• Pioneering new approaches to producing large-
scale opera 

• Striving for the highest standards of artistic 
integrity and excellence 

• Fostering a positive, collaborative, diverse, 
inclusive organization 

• Developing new audiences and creating dynamic 
audience relationships 

• Creating impactful reciprocal connections with the 
community through education and engagement 

• Upholding fiscal rigor and sound management as 
prerequisites for creativity 

Finally, and something I’m particularly excited about, is 
an expression of our personality: what we stand for, what 
defines our identity as an organization, and what guides 
every interaction we have:  

Creative, Bold, Inspiring, Welcoming, Excellent 

These are the personality traits that you should expect 
from us at all times and I urge you to let us know if we’re 
falling short in any area, or if you experience something 
that you feel particularly exemplifies these traits. 

This is just the beginning of our journey. There is much 
exciting art and work ahead as we look to ensure that we 
are the beating heart of our community. This new 
strategic framework is a wonderful encapsulation of our 
commitment to forge a bold new path ahead and I look 
forward to being on this thrilling journey with you.   

S I M O N  P A U L Y
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