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Resident Artists

in concert with

San Francisco Opera Orchestra

Thursday, December 4  
at 7:30pm

Scottish Rite Masonic Center 
2850 19th Avenue (at Sloat Blvd) 

San Francisco

See and hear the  
international opera stars  

of tomorrow—today!  
Enjoy an evening of 
unforgettable music  
with the renowned  

2014 Adler Fellows in their 
final concert of the year. 
Stephen Lord conducts.  

Tickets: $65/$45/$30
$15 Student Rush with valid ID,  

subject to availability

THE FUTURE IS NOW
Adler Fellows Gala Concert
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Dr. Edward Chang is

for Vanessa Ross

Actress Vanessa Ross was having mysterious seizures and no one could tell her why. When an untimely seizure 
resulted in her rolling her car off the freeway, she knew she needed help. She came to UCSF Medical Center—
where she found Dr. Edward Chang. Dr. Chang pioneered less-invasive surgical procedures that allowed his 
team to customize the surgery and accommodate Vanessa’s unique livelihood. Now she’s back to work, busier 
than ever—and glad to be in the spotlight for much happier reasons. Learn more at PioneeringCare.com

©2014 UC Regents

Untitled-3   1 8/1/14   12:19 PM

http://www.ucsfhealth.org/


PACIFIC UNION AND CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE | One Letterman Drive, Building C, Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 94129

Committed To Getting Clients What They Want

(415) 710-6462
www.NinaHatvany.com
Nina@NinaHatvany.com

License #01152226

Closed ProPerTies for 2014 so far…
Simply the Best…

SFO034_Hatvany.indd   1 9/30/2014   10:12:48 AM
Untitled-2   1 9/30/14   2:08 PM

http://www.ninahatvany.com/


A Message from the Leaders of San Francisco Opera
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From left to right: Keith B. Geeslin, David Gockley, John A. Gunn

David Gockley
General Director
 

Keith B. Geeslin
President

John A. Gunn
Chairman of the Board

CALL 1-855-258-1586
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Dear opera-goers,

As we bring our 
successful fall season 

to a close and enter the 
season of giving and 
sharing, we sincerely 
thank our patrons and 
donors who contribute 
so much. Clearly you 
share our belief that a 
top-tier opera company 
in San Francisco is 
vital to the Bay Area’s 
wonderful quality of life 
and status as a not-to-be-
missed arts destination. 
In November and December, 
we offer you two spectacular productions—Rossini’s sparkling La Cenerentola and 
Puccini’s beloved La Bohème—featuring remarkably gifted artists and our renowned 
San Francisco Opera Orchestra and Chorus. And with family workshops for both 
productions, two special presentations of La Bohème for Families, and our annual 
Adler Fellow concert, San Francisco Opera is proud to give you the gift of opera this 
holiday season.  

We are so gratified of our media efforts that continue to reach audiences throughout 
Northern California, nationwide, and beyond. Our presentation of the Gershwins’ 
Porgy and Bess was recently showcased on PBS, and we’ve just released our fifth 
DVD/Blu-ray featuring Bellini’s I Capuleti e i Montecchi starring Joyce DiDonato, an 
alumna of our prestigious Merola Opera Program.  

San Francisco Opera remains committed to its mission of offering innovative 
educational opportunities for learners of all ages who are exploring the many facets 
of opera, as you’ll see in this program. Clearly this art form offers many wonderful, 
engaging gifts and it’s our honor to share them with you.

All this is only possible through our loyal patrons and donors, and we thank you. 
Producing world-class opera, which enriches the lives of more than 200,000 
patrons each year, requires an immense investment of time, talent, and resources. 
It would not be possible without your continued dedication and support, for which 
we are deeply grateful.

     encoreartsprograms.com   9
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san Francisco OperA

november 2014

NEWSrecommended
opera cDs & DVDs

the perfect holiday gift awaits you with the
brand new release by NAXOS of the Warner
Classics Maria Callas: The Complete Studio
Recordings. this extraordinary 70 cD box
set unveils the most ambitious and exten-
sive project ever undertaken of the Maria
callas catalog with this re-mastered edition
of her complete recordings from 1949 to
1969 with 26 operas and 13 recitals. a must-
have for opera lovers everywhere!

rossini’s  La Cenerentola (Cin-
derella) picks include the ever-popular
and expertly produced 1993 recording
with cecilia Bartoli and Maestro riccardo
chailly. Favorite DVDs include the 1981
production from La scala starring Freder-
ica von stade and conductor claudio
abbado with Jean Pierre Ponnelle direct-
ing the imaginative production that con-
tinues today.

at the top of Puccini’s La Bohème cat-
alog is the eMi-produced DVD of san
Francisco opera Music Director nicola
Luisotti with angela Gheorghiu and
ramón Vargas. a perennial favorite is the
Mirella Freni and Luciano Pavarotti
recording with Herbert von Karajan on
the podium in this quintessential record-
ing from 1990. and for pure historic rea-
sons, check out the 1946 recording with
conductor arturo toscanini, Puccini’s
original Bohème conductor in 1896, with
Licia albanese and Jan Peerce.

Looking ahead to next summer, pre-
pare for Les Troyens (The Trojans) with the
high-definition DVD from London’s royal
opera featuring the David McVicar pro-
duction that will be coming to the War
Memorial opera House stage. antonio
Pappano conducts an all-star cast includ-
ing anna caterina antonacci and Bryan
Hymel, both of whom will reprise their
roles here.

Join the san Francisco opera adler Fellows for a once-in-a-lifetime performance as they
present an evening of favorite opera scenes and arias in The Future is Now: Adler Fellows
Gala Concert on thursday, December 4 at 7:30 p.m. at san Francisco’s scottish rite
Masonic center (2850 19th avenue at sloat). the 2014 adler Fellows include sopranos
Julie adams, erin Johnson, Jacqueline Piccolino, and Maria Valdes; mezzo-soprano Zanda
Švēde; tenor a.J. Glueckert; baritones Hadleigh adams and efraín solís; bass-baritone
Philippe sly; and apprentice coaches noah Lindquist and sun Ha Yoon. conductor
stephen Lord will lead the singers along with the san Francisco opera orchestra in this
tenth annual concert. For more information and to purchase tickets, call the opera Box
office at (415) 864-3330 or visit sfopera.com/futureisnow.

The Future is Now: 
Adler Fellows Gala Concert

December 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Call Me Debbie
internationally beloved opera star Deborah Voigt recounts her
harrowing and ultimately successful private battles to overcome
the addictions and self-destructive tendencies that nearly
destroyed her life in her autobiography Call Me Debbie: True
Confessions of a Down-to-Earth Diva, due out January 27, 2015.
the brilliantly gifted soprano takes us behind the curtain to tell
her story—a tale of success, addiction, music, and faith as
dramatic as any role she has performed.

in conjunction with the book’s release, Voigt joins san Francisco opera dramaturg
Kip cranna to discuss the book as well as the next chapters of her illustrious life at the
Jewish community center of san Francisco on tuesday, February 17, 2015 at 7 p.m. For
more information and tickets, visit jccsf.org.

Hailed by the world’s critics and audiences as one of today’s foremost dramatic
soprano, Deborah Voigt began her storied career as a san Francisco opera adler
Fellow and a Merola opera Program alumna. she made her main stage debut in Don
Carlos in 1986 and has since returned to the company in ten subsequent productions,
most recently in 2010 in the title role of La Fanciulla del West.

The 2014 Adler Fellows include (top row, from left to right) Zanda Švēde, Hadleigh Adams,
Maria Valdes, A.J. Glueckert, Noah Lindquist, Erin Johnson, and (bottom row) Sun Ha Yoon,
Efraín Solís, and Jacqueline Piccolino.
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san Francisco OperANEWS

Leaders of san Diego opera
sparked an intense national debate
about opera’s capacity to thrive in

the 21st century when it was announced last spring that they
planned to close the company. the prospect of losing another
large opera company only months after new York city opera
declared bankruptcy was extremely unsettling. new board leader-
ship and effective teamwork saved san Diego opera, but the inci-
dent taught an important lesson: simply conducting business as
usual is no longer a strategy for success. opera companies are
experimenting and innovating in order to find a new basis for
sustainability, and many of them are deriving lessons from and
informing the work of san Francisco opera.

these are challenging times. Paid attendance for staged pro-
ductions has decreased for most companies in recent years as
audiences resist the old subscription model and purchase single
tickets less frequently. expenses continue to escalate more
steeply than the cost of living, while institutional and government
grants are relatively static. With box office income accounting for
a smaller percentage of operating budgets, individual contribu-
tions are more important than ever at a time when competition
for philanthropy in a growing non-profit sector is increasing. 

Despite these challenges, opera has intrinsic advantages
that enable opera companies to respond to current circum-
stances and attract new support. opera is a multi-media art
form in a multi-media world, offering an enthralling mix of
words, images and sounds. san Francisco’s many world-pre-
miere productions show that opera has the power to address
important contemporary issues. 

no production has attracted more attention recently than the
Metropolitan opera’s presentation of John adams’s The Death of
Klinghoffer (seen at san Francisco opera, a co-commissioner of
the work, in 1992). Debate about the Met’s decision to mount it
was heated—a potent reminder of opera’s power to reach beyond
star-crossed lovers to address the most pressing issues of our
day. When Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro premiered in Vienna,
the play on which it was based was still banned in Paris because
of the rebellious servant class it depicted. Verdi’s Nabucco
inspired audiences with more than its music: “Va, pensiero” was a
hymn to italy’s collective desire to be free from the oppressive rule
of austria. closer to home, american companies convene public
forums to discuss the death penalty in anticipation of productions
of Jake Heggie’s wonderful first opera, Dead Man Walking, com-

missioned by san Francisco opera and premiered in 2000.
opera’s enormous expressive canvas and its stature within the
performing arts command a level of attention that sets the stage
for profound civic dialogue.

thanks to young artist studios like the revered Merola
opera Program, today’s inventive productions are enlivened by
well-trained singer–actors. More companies are taking advan-
tage of opera’s mediagenic qualities, with san Francisco opera
once again in a leadership position. the company’s outstand-
ing Koret-taube Media suite has helped set the standard for
live transmissions to sports stadiums, an audience building
strategy that is now employed in Dallas, Washington, D.c., and
other cities. these events demonstrate tremendous public
interest in opera, as do productions of classic american musi-
cals (many of them co-produced by san Francisco opera) now
offered by many major opera companies across the country.

other indicators demonstrate that american opera has never
been healthier. More artists want to express themselves through
opera than ever before. Young singers, composers, directors and
designers are drawn to opera’s larger-than-life canvas. Many of
them are making their own performance opportunities through
less formal ensembles, often in cities that are already home to
established opera companies. these ensembles perform a broad
spectrum of repertoire, often in non-traditional venues, providing
more varied opera choices to increasingly diverse audiences.
Many traditional opera companies are establishing “second
stages” to accommodate their own experimental and more inti-
mate opera performances. san Francisco opera’s Diane B.
Wilsey center for opera, opening in 2016, will provide an excel-
lent opportunity to expand the spectrum of artistic work and
increase service to a rapidly changing community.

san Francisco opera continues to take bold steps to
address the challenges that are facing most companies in the
United states, thanks to the visionary leadership of David
Gockley and his staff. oPera america’s 2014 annual confer-
ence, hosted by san Francisco opera, attracted a record num-
ber of participants eager to learn more from the example of one
of the nation’s oldest and largest opera companies. Unparal-
leled hospitality showed your great city to best advantage while
speakers like John Gunn, Lisa erdberg, and other members of
the company shared their expertise generously for the benefit
of the entire field—a long tradition of san Francisco opera for
which we are deeply grateful.

by MArC A. SCOrCA

Opera in the 21st Century

NEWS

Marc Scorca has been president and CEO of OPERA America, 
the national service organization dedicated to supporting the 
creation, presentation, and enjoyment of opera, since 1990. 
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san Francisco opera rounds out its
2014–15 season with three not-to-be-
missed productions in summer 2015.

First up is one of the largest, most
magnificent pieces in the entire repertory,
Hector Berlioz’s Les Troyens. this rarely
staged epic is presented here for the first
time in 47 years. the tragic fall of troy, the
passionate love of two great leaders, the
urgent pull of destiny: all unfold as part of
this visionary masterwork. starring anna
caterina antonacci, susan Graham, Bryan
Hymel, and conducted by Donald runnicles.

the cruelty of war, the loss of innocence,
and the intense love of a mother for her
daughter make for moving drama in the
company’s second offering of 2015: the
world premiere of Marco tutino’s neo-
romantic Two Women. Based on the novel
adapted into the oscar-winning movie
starring sophia Loren, Two Women will be
conducted by san Francisco opera Music
Director nicola Luisotti and headlined by
anna caterina antonacci as cesira.

Finishing out the summer is Wolfgang
amadeus Mozart’s ever-popular Le Nozze
di Figaro. this warm, wise opera is one of
the composer’s most graceful creations—
a tender comedy in which two very
different couples learn humbling lessons
about life and love. company Principal
Guest conductor Patrick summers leads a
young, exciting cast.

For complete information and to purchase
tickets, visit sfopera.com.

Anna Caterina Antonacci stars as 
Cesira in the world premiere of 

Two Women.

JOiN US FOr 
SUMMer 2015
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FOR THE COMPLE TE HOLIDAY LINEU P, VISIT:

SFSYMPHONY.ORG/HOLIDAY   
(415) 864- 6000

Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. *Subject to availability.
Box Office Hours  Mon–Fri 10am–6pm, Sat noon–6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts    
Walk Up  Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin

DEC 18 –20

performed by the sfs and chorus
The 120 members of the Grammy 
award-winning SFS Chorus sing 
Handel’s Messiah, one of the best-
loved musical works of all time.

BUY NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS AT THE BEST PRICES!

TICKETS 
START AT

DEC 19 –24

a family concert with the sfs
See a live-action performance of 
A Charlie Brown Christmas, with 
accompaniment by the SFS. Plus, 
enjoy holiday classics and sing-alongs.
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E-OPERA NEWSLETTER
San Francisco e-Opera subscribers are the first to know about
the latest performances, special events, and educational
opportunities. keep up-to-date on featured artists, special
ticket offers, advance program notes, and other insider
information by signing up at sfopera.com/eopera.

INSIGHT PANELS
Renowned artists and personalities from the world of opera,
including cast members and directors from the productions,
share behind-the-scenes insights and experiences during
informal panel discussions presented by San Francisco Opera
Guild. visit sfopera.com/insights.

OPERA PREVIEW LECTURES
San Francisco Opera Guild chapters present lectures that
bring renowned musicologists to communities throughout
the greater Bay area, offering an in-depth look into the
season’s upcoming operas. visit sfopera.com/previews.

OVERTURE: OPERA WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS
San Francisco Opera hosts a series of interactive workshops
for adults about the journey of creating opera. Newcomers
and seasoned opera-goers learn the process from the ground
up and experience San Francisco Opera behind-the-scenes.
visit sfopera.com/adult.

FAMILY PROGRAMS
San Francisco Opera offers family programs, including movie
screenings and interactive workshops, throughout the year.
visit sfopera.com/family.

CHECK OUT SAN FRANCISCO OPERA’S BLOG
Our blog, Backstage at San Francisco Opera, offers unique
insight into the Company, with entries from the principal
singers, chorus, and orchestra musicians to the creative
teams for each opera and the many talented people who
don’t take a bow on stage. visit sfopera.com/blog.

OPERA HOUSE TOURS
Discover the magic that goes into creating an opera
production with a backstage tour of the War Memorial Opera
House led by a Guild volunteer docent. Tours occur only on
selected dates in small groups; reservations required. e-mail
tour.reserve@gmail.com or call the San Francisco Opera
Guild at (415) 551-6353 to leave a message. For group tours
contact lynn Watson at sf.opera.tours@gmail.com. $20 for
general admission.

OPERA TALKS
Before every performance, charismatic scholars present a 
25-minute overview of the opera, with insights on the music,
composer, and historical background. Talks begin 55 minutes
prior to curtain. visit sfopera.com/operatalks.

La Cenerentola: Giancarlo aquilanti
La Bohème: kip Cranna
Les Troyens: Peter Susskind
Two Women: laura Stanfield Prichard
Le Nozze di Figaro: Bruce lamott

San Francisco Opera and its affiliates are pleased to offer a wealth of educational resources to help you get “in the
know” for each opera performance. For information on these and other resources, visit sfopera.com/learn.

GET “IN THE KNOW”
BEFORE YOU GO

CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK, 
TWITTER, AND YOUTUBE

Follow San Francisco Opera on Facebook and Twitter! you’ll
get sneak peeks about upcoming events, special perfor-
mances, and more. like us at facebook.com/sfopera, and fol-
low us at twitter.com/sfopera. and don’t forget to check out
our youTube channel, featuring performance excerpts, artist
interviews, and more at youtube.com/sfoperamedia. 
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ANNE ADAMS
Harpist
anne adams served as harpist at San Francisco opera from 1953
until 1993, also serving as principal harpist of the San Francisco
Symphony for a number of years. recipient of the national harp
Society’s Lifetime achievement award in 2007, she was the inspi-
ration for the society’s anne adams awards and a highly regarded
professor at Mills college. adams was a student of Marcel Grand-
jany at the Juilliard School and gave the premiere performance of
his Aria in Classic Style. She was also a friend of composer Darius
Milhaud, who wrote his Sonata for Harp for her.

LICIA ALBANESE
Soprano
a mainstay at San Francisco
opera for two decades, leg-
endary soprano Licia albanese
sang more than twenty roles
with the company from 1941
to 1961, from the title roles of
Madama Butterfly (10 sea-
sons), La Traviata (7 seasons),
and Mimì in La Bohème (8
seasons) to Lady harriet (von
Flotow’s Martha), concepción
(ravel’s L’Heure Espagnole),
and Maddalena in Giordano’s
Andrea Chénier. born in 1913
in bari, italy, albanese made
her debut in europe in the
1930s and soon became a

favorite at new York’s Metropolitan opera, where she sang in
more than 400 productions. She received the national Medal of
arts in 1995, and in 1974 she and her husband, Joseph a. Gimma,
established the Licia albanese-Puccini Foundation, which aids up-
and-coming singers. When asked about her career by the San
Francisco Chronicle in 2004, she said “Diva? hah! i was never a
diva. only God makes a diva. no, just call me a plain singer with
lots of expression.” For a complete record of her San Francisco
opera performances, visit archive.sfopera.com.

GERD ALBRECHT
Conductor
German conductor Gerd albrecht
made his United States debut with
San Francisco opera leading the
U.S. premiere of aribert reimann’s
Lear in 1981, the work that he con-
ducted for its world premiere in
1978. he returned to the company in
1984 to lead Mussorgsky’s Khovan-
shchina. albrecht was a first prize winner at the international
besançon competition for Young conductors at age twenty-two.
his first post was as a repetiteur at Stuttgart State opera. he also
held posts at Deutsche oper berlin, the tonhalle-orchester
Zürich, hamburg State opera, and in Mainz and Lübeck.

CARLO BERGONZI
Tenor
Famed italian tenor carlo bergonzi
made his San Francisco opera debut
as Don alvaro in La Forza del Destino
in 1969. he returned as king Gus-
tavo (riccardo) in our 1985 presenta-
tion of Un Ballo in Maschera and in
1986 for a solo recital. bergonzi
began his long, illustrious career at
Milan’s La Scala in 1953. considered
the foremost Verdi tenor of his age,
he sang more than 300 times with
the Metropolitan opera from the
1950s to the 80s, appearing opposite
a roster of celebrated divas that
included Maria callas, risë Stevens,
Victoria de los angeles, and Leon-
tyne Price.

RUSSELL DADO
Usher
Longtime usher at the War Memorial
opera house, russell Dado provided
an unmatched level of service to San
Francisco opera patrons for many
years. For many audience members, his
cry of “curtain going up” was part of
the ritual of attending performances at
the War Memorial. General Director
David Gockley said, “his care and concern for the patrons was
exemplary and his pride in this company palpable at all times.”

San FranciSco OPERA  IN MEMORIAM

A look at the members of our          

For more detailed information on these artists 
and their performances at San Francisco opera, 

visit archive.sfopera.com.

Licia Albanese in the title role of
Madama butterfly, 1956

Carlo Bergonzi as 
Don Alvaro in La Forza del

Destino in 1969.
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an unmatched level of service to San
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years. For many audience members, his
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ORALIA DOMINGUEZ
Mezzo-soprano
oralia Dominguez made her
United States operatic debut as
azucena in the company’s
1956 presentation of Il Trova-
tore; she also appeared that
year as Marina (Boris Godunov)
and Mistress Quickly (Fal-

staff). a native of San Luis Potosí, Mexico, she made her profes-
sional debut in 1945 and appeared opposite Maria callas, Mario
del Monaco, and Giuseppe taddei in 1951 in Mexico city.
Dominguez was renowned across the world for her perfor-
mances, which included engagements at La Scala, Lyric opera of
chicago, and the royal opera, covent Garden, where in 1955 she
created the role of Madame Sosostris in the world premiere of
Michael tippett’s The Midsummer Marriage.

JULIUS RUDEL
Conductor
american conductor and longtime
director of new York city opera,
Julius rudel made his San Fran-
cisco opera debut leading Pelléas
et Mélisande in 1979. he went on
to conduct eight other produc-
tions at San Francisco opera,
including the West coast pre-
miere of Massenet’s Le Cid (1981)
and Mozart’s Lucio Silla (1991).
rudel also was the inaugural artis-

tic director of the kennedy center, in addition to serving in lead-
ership posts at the Wolf trap Festival, the caramoor Festival, the
cincinnati May Festival, and the buffalo Philharmonic. he is per-
haps best known for his commitment to american opera, pro-
gramming three seasons of exclusively american works at new
York city opera: “i looked at more than 200 scores, some of
them handwritten,” he told The New York Times in 2010. “i
thought in america we had an inferiority complex, and i wanted
to show that we can do this, too.” For a complete record of his
San Francisco opera performances, visit archive.sfopera.com.

ELENA SERVI
Diction Coach
elena Servi served as the company’s italian diction coach for
thirty years, from 1976 until her retirement in 2006, working not
only with mainstage singers but also with young artists of the
San Francisco opera center and the Merola opera Program. her

wonderfully kind and elegant way of
helping singers to perfect their italian
and understand what they were singing
about was coupled with a strong and
detail-oriented determination to achieve
the best possible performances and a
true love of the operatic art form.   her
expertise not only with the italian lan-
guage itself but also with its literature
and traditions was an invaluable help in
the development of supertitles in the early 1980s. 

JERRY SHERK
Production Stage Manager
in 1983, together with Francesca
Zambello, Sherk created the first
supertitles seen in the War Memo-
rial opera house, making San Fran-
cisco opera one of the first in
north america to employ the
groundbreaking technology. Jerry’s
titles for dozens of operas are still
in use today. During his 21 years
with the company, (1980- 2001)
Sherk achieved near legendary sta-
tus for his extraordinary skill, calm, and wit. a graduate of the
Manhattan School of Music, he served at Washington national
opera before joining San Francisco opera, and later he held
positions at the opera companies of Philadelphia and new
orleans before becoming director of production at Pittsburgh
opera, where he remained until his death. 

ANTHONY TURNEY
Administrative Director
a native of Sutton, england,
anthony turney served as director
of administration for San Fran-
cisco opera from 1987 to 1989.
his career also included leader-
ship positions at the national
endowment for the arts, Dance
theater of harlem, the naMeS
Project Foundation, and most
recently as archdeacon for the arts
at San Francisco’s Grace cathe-
dral. he was ordained to the episcopal diaconate in 1996 and
continued to serve through his work at Grace cathedral and in
the Diocese of california.
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Becoming a member of the props department at an opera
company may not be a career choice on the mind of
average school children, but thanks to the activities of

San Francisco Opera’s Education Department, many students in
Bay Area schools have learned first-hand that a job like that actu-
ally exists. 

With a dedicated administrative staff and nearly twenty teach-
ing artists, the Education Department has done a tremendous
amount of work to put opera in the minds and hearts of Bay Area
students since it began working with schools in 2009. 

In accordance with the Company’s mission to provide a lead-
ership role in training, arts education, and audience develop-
ment, the Education Department serves adults and families
through hands-on workshops, lectures for adults, family view-
ings of San Francisco Opera  movies, and connections with uni-
versity classes. The department also focuses on direct
collaboration with K–12 educators and school curricula. As part
of its flagship school program called the Opera ARIA (Arts
Resources in Action) Network, the department partners with
teachers to make opera a part of everyday learning at schools in
multiple Bay Area districts. 

Coming Alive
Other major opera companies in the United States bring opera directly
into classrooms through their education programs, but according to
Ruth Nott, San Francisco Opera’s Director of Education, the Company
is the only one in the country with professionals who work on main
stage productions working directly with students to design and create
props and sets—a way to make the art form come alive for kids. 

“You never really know what sparks a child’s interest in the sto-
rytelling of opera. It could be because of the singers and the
music, or the costumes, but it can also be through the sets and
props,” says Patricia Hewett, a member of San Francisco Opera’s
Props Department who visits schools. “The more doors that we
open for these students to explore the world of opera, there’s a
better chance that they will enter.”

“Kids who are natural performers love our program because
they get to go on stage in front of an audience,” says Sarah
Shores, another member of the props department staff who
actively participates in the Company’s school visits. “And there are
the quirky kids, the ones with tons of ideas that they never say out
loud. We get those students involved in other ways. They can
come forward with a really cool design and see it through until it is
on stage for everyone to see. Those are the kind of interactions I
find most impactful about this program. I just love it.” 

B Y N I E L S S W I N K E L S

Students at San Francisco’s West Portal Elementary School.

A Forest of Broccoli Trees: 
The Unique Partnership between 

San Francisco Opera’s Education and Props Departments 
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Sold for $722,500 
E. Charlton Fortune
The Senora’s Garden, circa 1918
oil on canvas

Bonhams knows art...
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We never judge a book by its cover, or a painting 
by its front side alone. By the time this E. Charlton 
Fortune reached the auction block, our experts knew 
it inside and out. 

Having already set the world record for a Fortune 
at auction, they built on their experience by 
studying the painting’s scribbled notes, exhibition 
labels and materials.

Then they used Bonhams’ global reach to put the 
painting in front of the right audience. Found in 
London, The Senora’s Garden returned home to 
California to sell for $722,500.

At Bonhams, starting at the back of each painting 
keeps our results out in front.

Bonhams specialists noticed that this 
canvas by E. Charlton Fortune is painted 
beyond the tacking edge along the left side, 
showing that the painting was resized. The 
original frame and exhibition labels suggest 
the artist herself made the change.

The color, patina, and aging of the 
frame and canvas are consistent with 
a painting dated circa 1918. 

A mix of original and replacement 
canvas keys along with modern 
mounting hardware reveal a 
recent restoration. 

This Stanford White style carved oak 
ripple moulding perfectly matches 
the frames of several other Fortunes 
sold at Bonhams, indicating the 
artist’s preferred format. 

A minimal label led Bonhams researchers to the 
1921 “Autumn exhibition of modern art: the 
forty-ninth,” in London.  Dicksee & Co. appear 
in a London Post Office Directory as “Fine Art 
Agents, Packers and Conveyancers.”

Bonhams specialists recognized 
this handwriting as the artist’s, and 
the label as a 1920’s San Francisco 
Art Association Exhibition design. 

Examined under ultraviolet light, the surface of 
the painting shows no retouching, but a close 
inspection revealed tiny, scattered spots. The 
Bonhams team recognized these as splatters 
from house paint, and had the painting 
cleaned to remove the offending marks.

Notes in chalk refer to the 
1921 Liverpool exhibition. 

A rare example of the artist’s 
card. Bonhams experts used 
Fortune’s handwriting and many 
other factors to confirm the 
painting’s authenticity. Originally 
priced at $500, this work would 
have rewarded a patient investor 
when it sold for $722,500. 
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The Beginning
The connection between the Education and Props Departments was
made during Ruth Nott’s first week on the job as director. “When I
arrived I had an office and a desk, and I needed some shelves. Our
master of properties, Lori Harrison, walked in and said, ‘we’ll get
you set up with shelves, but I am so excited that you are here. I abso-
lutely love making props with kids; we should partner with schools. ‘
It was a really incredible gift to have the support of such an impor-
tant member of the mainstage opera house staff,” says Nott. 

San Francisco Opera’s Education Department works with teach-
ers and connects to content they are already teaching their students.
ARIA can link any subject to opera. Visual, performing, and language
arts are the obvious ones, but the Company also provides creative
ways to address social studies, math, science, and other curricula. 

Classrooom teachers from schools working with San Francisco
Opera in the ARIA Network program undergo extensive profes-
sional development, and they actively collaborate with teaching
artists and visiting Opera staff. In school, children learn about all
the elements and aspects of opera—from developing a plot and
composing music, to making the sets and costumes—they study
and see a specific opera, and then create and perform their own
approximately ten-minute opera completely written, composed,
performed, and produced by the students. 

The Whole Story
“From the outset, teachers have been incredibly enthusiastic to inter-
act with professionals who make grand opera happen on creating
classroom tools,” says Nott. “Our teaching artists visit classrooms
weekly throughout the entire school year, guiding the teachers and co-
leading the project. The props staff partner with the teaching artist and
visit schools in the spring for two visits, after the libretto has been writ-
ten. They need to know the whole story the students are creating, and
who the characters are, to assist with their design choices.”

“We get information from the individual classes and find out about
the opera they are creating, so we are as prepared as possible before
we visit the classroom,” says Hewett. “If the opera the kids are creat-
ing is based on a book, we make sure to read the book. But their
pieces can really be about anything; kids love to make up their own
stories. If possible, we get our hands on their libretto so we can under-
stand where the kids are going with their creation. That helps us lay
out a game plan. Our initial visit is a brainstorming session, where we
talk to the kids about our work on operas in general, and then create a
list of props and set pieces they might need for their opera.”

Painting Techniques
“When we go back for our second visit, we only have an hour with the
kids to build everything they’re going to need for their opera. We have
to narrow it down to what is really necessary to tell the story,” adds
Shores. “We discuss budget and available materials, but also about dif-
ferent practices and painting techniques that are used on the opera
stage to help tell a story. One thing we teach the kids is practicality: if
you build a house, make sure that it will fit through the door of the per-
formance space. 

“We are modifying exactly what we as professionals do on a
level the kids can manage. And we bring them a little bit of our
profession, explaining how many people it takes to put on an

San Francisco Opera
Education 

By the Numbers
2013–14 STATISTICS:

Number of students (K–12 & University): 18,622

Number of schools (K–12 and University): 414

Number of hours of professional development for
educators: 135

Number of original mini-operas created by students: 66

Number of family members at mini-operas and 
Company dress rehearsals: 3,602

Number of adults at Pre-Opera Talks: 42,600

Number of adults at work shops and symposia: 456

Number of children and adults at family workshops and
movie screenings: 3,547

San Francisco 
Opera Guild 

In addition to the work of San Francisco Opera’s Education
Department, San Francisco Opera Guild’s award-winning
programs for K–12 students and adult learners have been
enriching the lives of Bay Area residents for 75 years. With
more than 800 members in five area chapters, San
Francisco Opera Guild helps more than 50,000 students in
nearly 200 schools throughout Northern California find
their voices each year, benefiting from the power of arts
education as only opera can deliver.

El Dorado Elementary students rehearsing for their opera performance.
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opera; not just the performers, but also wig and makeup staff,
wardrobe folks, scenic artists, audio, video. It takes hundreds of
people to come together and work on all the different aspects of
opera, and to most of the kids, that’s a huge revelation.”

Process
Shores and Hewett emphasize that the process of creating opera props
and sets is more important than making something look perfect on
stage. For Hewett, “Kids often go the other way and get really obsessed
with making everything look realistic, but we teach them that props and
sets can help tell a story in many different ways. We make a lot of
things out of cardboard, and that requires cardboard boxes. We like
refrigerator boxes, and we work with a number of appliance stores to
save them for us. For the rest, we make use of materials that are avail-
able at the kids’ schools: construction paper, paint, foam board, etc.” 

“We work to have the students claim ownership of everything.
It is their idea; they decide how things look,” says Shores. “We
often don’t have the time for everyone to reach consensus, and
sometimes it’s not easy to talk to kindergartners about what they
actually need for the opera versus their ideas about the world.”

“But that is part of the real-world process and we are totally in it
with them,” adds Hewett. “Nothing they could say shocks us; in fact
we encourage it. When the kids have created their concept from thin
air, it’s amazing how creative they can be.”

She continues: “Kids really get drama. We have had some heart
wrenching operas about dolphin families that were torn apart with baby
dolphins abandoned and left alone, and somehow the kids totally tied it
in with Sarah Palin, which was part of their plan. The students really
have a strong grasp of the drama needed to tell their story.”

Volunteer Day
Where kids, especially younger ones, often need help is with the actual
construction of their sets and props. Schools invite parents to volun-

teer, but San Francisco Opera sometimes supplies its own volunteer
construction crews when necessary. Last spring, a group of Company
Sponsor Wells Fargo staffers visited a school to help operate hot glue
guns, staplers, scissors, and hammers as part of their corporate volun-
teer day. When it comes to helping these students turn their ideas into
reality, San Francisco Opera believes in the phrase, “it takes a village.”

Broccoli Trees
The list of sets and props that have been built over the past years
is as limitless as a child’s imagination: a forest of broccoli trees for
on opera about the food pyramid; a set inspired by the world-cre-
ating video game Minecraft for an opera called Derpy World, in
which a group of kids are sucked into a computer; lighthouses;
layered backdrops of mountains—four refrigerator boxes worth—
so performers could wind their way up; skyscrapers; a swamp;
robots; buses; space ships; and stage coaches for an opera about
the Gold Rush, to name a few. As one teacher commented on a
recent visit: “Mark from San Francisco Opera’s production team
was amazing! His concepts and rapport with my students were
great! Everyone—students, teachers, parents, and visitors—was
so impressed with the children’s sets and props!”

For Hewett, “During the hour that we build everything, I am
right in the trenches helping the kids. Their creative process is just
so beautiful and inspiring to watch. You might think kindergartners
are too young, but they come up with these unbelievable creations
and concepts. There are no preconceived notions, and the students
are incredibly imaginative and original. It is a fascinating process to
participate in, at every age and every skill level.”

“The only frustration is that we don’t have more time with the
kids,” says Shores in conclusion. “Because it’s so boundlessly cre-
ative, you want to give everything to this program. We would love to
take over, but we have to constantly remind ourselves that it is not all
about the props… in the end,” she says with a wink and a smile. 

At El Dorado Elementary School in San Francisco, Patricia Hewett helps students with their creations (left). Jefferson Elementary students in San
Francisco perform the opera they created (center) and one student really gets into his work (right). Members of San Francisco Opera’s Props Department
who participate in these school visits include Lori Harrison, Patricia Hewitt, Myron Isaacs, Mark Kotschnig, Dawn Roth, Vola Rubin, and Sarah Shores.
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 Voted one of the 
“TOP 500 HOTELS IN THE WORLD”

 by Travel & Leisure Magazine

Our enchanting coastal hideaway 

overlooking the Big Sur 

coastline has drawn travelers 

from around the world for 

more than 55 years. From the moment you arrive, the 

unforgettable ocean views set the tone for relaxation, and a 

host of complimentary amenities pamper you from morning 

to night. With our gracious elegance and 35 luxuriously 

appointed rooms and suites, the Tickle Pink Inn is a place 

you will always remember.

RESERVATIONS  (866) 923-1915  •  WWW.TICKLEPINKINN.COM

155  HIGHLAND DRIVE, CARMEL, CA  93923

A  N A M E  T O  R E M E M B E R , 
                    a view you will never forget.

http://ticklepinkinn.com


TROJANS
HECTOR BERLIOZ

the

An opera this epic needs many heroes.
Join the Trojans Circle with a gift starting at $5,000 and
enjoy exclusive benefits. Your support is crucial to 
produce this landmark opera at San Francisco Opera. 

TROJANS CIRCLE
Helen Berggruen
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens*
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter
Columbia Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton 
Mr. Peter Fenton
The Goatie Foundation
Mary & Nicholas Graves
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Koret Foundation
Edmund W. & 

Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund
Jennifer Coslett MacCready
Heidi Munzinger & John Shott
National Endowment for the Arts
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard
Pamela & Richard Rigg
Betty & Jack Schafer
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson &

Ms. Margarita Gandia
Tad & Dianne Taube

Trojans Circle list current as of October 17, 2014

*Deceased

CONTACT
Andrew Morgan
amorgan@sfopera.com
Direct: (415) 565-3266

sfopera.com/trojans
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John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
SPOnSOr SPOTLIGhT

Once again, the unprecedented generosity of
cynthia and John Gunn has set the stage for a
dazzling season at San Francisco Opera. Since

2002, when John joined the Opera Board, the couple has
underwritten numerous productions and provided
exceptional support for many of the company’s
innovative endeavors.

In September 2008, the Gunns made a historic
commitment—believed to be the largest gift ever made by
individuals to an american opera company—to help fund
the signature projects of General Director David Gockley,
including new operas and productions, multimedia
projects, and outreach programs. This season, that gift is
helping make four productions possible—Norma, La
Bohème, The Trojans, and Two Women (La Ciociara).

earlier this year, John also shared his considerable
insights at the 2014 conference of OPera aMerIca, the
national service organization for opera. as he told
attendees, “Opera is a dynamic art form and all of us play
a role in keeping it vital. We must expand our repertoire
and our audiences, and strive for financial flexibility. and
we depend on donors to keep opera alive.”

John is the former chairman and ceO of Dodge & cox
Investment Managers. he joined the firm in 1972, the year
he received his MBa from Stanford Business School and
married cynthia, who graduated from Stanford with an a.B.
in political science in 1970. early in her career, cynthia was
the editor and director of The Portable Stanford book series
for ten years. She edited twenty-eight books by Stanford
professors on a vast array of topics, including Economic
Policy Beyond the Headlines by George Shultz and Ken Dam. 

In addition to their support of San Francisco Opera, the
Gunns are active members of the community. John is the
chair of the advisory board for the Stanford Institute for
economic Policy research (SIePr), serves as a trustee of
Stanford University, and is on the board of directors of
Stanford hospitals and clinics. cynthia is an overseer of
Stanford’s hoover Institution, a member of the advisory
board of Family and children Services, and serves on the
boards of the Lucile Packard Foundation for children’s
health and the San Francisco Fine arts Museums. 

Opera lovers are grateful to cynthia and John, and
applaud their commitment to keeping San Francisco
Opera a leading-edge company. 
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Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem (Chairs, Amici di Nicola of Camerata)

after a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan and europe, the creation of

clos Pegase Winery and his art collection, Jan Shrem, in joyous partnership with his

wife Maria Manetti Shrem, is bringing his focus and affection to philanthropic causes

that advance education and the performing and visual arts. Though they grew up

half-a-world apart, Jan and Maria both developed a love of opera at a young age. While

their lives led them each around the globe, their individual passions eventually led them

to San Francisco Opera, and to each other. With a generous three-year commitment,

Jan and Maria have assumed the volunteer leadership role of chairs of the Amici di
Nicola of camerata, which focuses on projects involving Music Director nicola Luisotti. They have also established the
Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund to help bring today’s most compelling artists in Italian repertoire to San
Francisco Opera. “I am personally honored by Maria and Jan’s support and confidence in me,” says Maestro Luisotti.
“With their help, we are realizing everything Italian opera can—and should—be.”

Burgess and Elizabeth Jamieson Fund (Production Sponsor, La Bohème)

Libby and Burgess Jamieson have made an extraordinary commitment to San Francisco

Opera through the years by supporting traditional, classic productions. Their special

enthusiasm for classic works of opera has assured a regular place on the War Memorial

Opera house stage for recent memorable productions of Il Trittico, La Bohème,

Madama Butterfly, Turandot, Tosca and La Traviata. about their affinity for La Bohème,

Burgess recounts: “My acquaintance with La Bohème started when I was a teenager. at

the time, I had a friend who was an opera fan and who had one of the first LP players.

My friend also had one of the first LP operatic recordings of La Bohème, with Licia albanese as Mimi and Jussi
Bjoerling as rodolfo. To listen to a full-length opera on just two records, with relatively high sound quality, was just
amazing! In the years since, I have had the pleasure of attending many performances of this opera in many locations.
Libby and I are pleased to bring La Bohème back to San Francisco in this beautiful new production.”

With 40 years of experience in private and public investment management, Burgess is active on San Francisco Opera’s
board of directors and its investment committee.

In addition to their outstanding underwriting of the company, the Jamiesons are active philanthropists, supporting other
cultural and educational organizations and foundations.
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San Francisco Opera Guild (Production Sponsor, La Bohème)

San Francisco Opera Guild supports Bay area school children, teachers, parents and the

extended community through its award-winning arts education and outreach programs.

Founded in 1939, San Francisco Opera Guild has acted on its belief that the life lessons drawn

from creative expression are the foundation of confidence and integrity by developing

programs that extend the impact of opera, bringing it center stage into the life of the

community. Through the Guild’s fundraising events, each year more than 50,000 students in

nearly 200 schools throughout northern california find their voice, receiving the benefits of

arts education, as only opera can deliver. San Francisco Opera Guild’s education fund “a Gift

for all Seasons” ensures the continuation of these vital programs. San Francisco Opera Guild

also provides educational opera performances on theater stages throughout the community

and strives to make opera accessible to all through its opera appreciation programs. San Francisco Opera Guild is a proud

supporter of San Francisco Opera and Production Sponsor of La Bohème.

Chevron (Production Sponsor, Cinderella)

Throughout its long history with San Francisco Opera, chevron has generously supported many

of the company’s artistic productions and community outreach initiatives. continuing this

tradition, this season, chevron is the corporate Production Sponsor of Cinderella. chevron has a

proud history of serving its customers and communities in the Bay area. chevron’s philosophy

of investing in community institutions encourages a culture of artistic achievement and growth,

which strengthens the communities in which we live and work. San Francisco Opera is grateful

to chevron for its generous support.
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“Here at the Kalmanovitz Child Development Center (KCDC) we care for children with learning delays, medical and 
behavioral issues, autism, ADHD and other developmental challenges. I believe the biggest breakthroughs come from 
within the child and we don’t know when or how it will click for them, but when it does, it feels great to know we have 
made a difference.”

Lelaine Dimagiba-Sebastian, M.D., Developmental Pediatrician, Kalmanovitz Child Development Center, Sutter Health CPMC

 

At KCDC, we treat every child who comes to us for help, regardless of a family’s ability to pay. Your generous gift to
Sutter Health’s CPMC will continue to help all of these children reach their full potential. Please visit: cpmc.org/giving

THE POWER OF CARING
IN SAN FRANCISCO

http://cpmc.org


Soprano
JacQueline Piccolino

Palatine, Illinois
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth; 

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton; 
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation

San Francisco Opera Guild 
2014 Adler Scholarship Honoree

2014 ADLER FELLOWS

Baritone
hadleigh adams

Palmerston North, New Zealand
Second-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Annette Campbell-White & 

Kia Ora Foundation; 
Jennifer Coslett MacCready; 

Barbara M. Ward & 
The Honorable Roy L. Wonder

Tenor
aJ glueckert
Portland, Oregon

Second-year Fellow
Sponsored by

The Geoffrey C. Hughes 
Foundation, Inc.; 

John & Sylvia Hughes;
Barbara K. Jackson

Coach & Accompanist
noah lindQuist

Brooklyn, New York
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Frances K. & Charles D. Field

Foundation

Soprano
erin Johnson

Washington, New Jersey 
Second-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Maria Cardamone & 

Gordon Paul Matthews; 
Mary & Craig Henderson; 
The Diana Dollar Knowles 
Fund for Emerging Artists

Soprano
Julie adams

Burbank, California
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth

San Francisco Opera’s Artists-in-Residence
Founded in 1977 as the San Francisco Affiliate Artists Opera program, Adler Fellowships are two-year performance-oriented residencies for
classical music’s most promising young artists. Now in its 37th year, this internationally acclaimed training program has launched the
careers of many of the artists working on and off stage this season. For more information on sponsorship opportunities and Adler events,
please call (415) 551-6393. Help us ensure another 37 years of fostering the careers of tomorrow’s stars, today.

Bass-baritone
PhiliPPe sly

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Second-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Helen Berggruen; 

Barbara K. Jackson; 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams

Mezzo-soprano
Zanda ŠVĒde 
Valmiera, Latvia
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Peggy & Boyce Nute

Soprano
maria Valdes
Atlanta, Georgia
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens*; 

Drs. John & Lois Crowe; 
James A. Heagy, 

in memory of Jayne Heagy

Baritone
efraÍn solÍs 

Santa Ana, California
First-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries;

Soo & Raj Venkatesan

adler Program sPonsors
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Annette Campbell-White & 

Kia Ora Foundation
Robert & Julie Dickson

Frances K. & Charles D. Field
Foundation

Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund

adler affiliate sPonsors
Darla & Richard Bastoni

Anne Gray
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich

Dr. Maya Meux
Don & Rene Morgan

Ms. Alice Ames Morison & 
Dr. Oakley Hewitt
Ms. Sheila Wishek

adler Program
endoWment gifts 

Phyllis Edwards Scholarship Fund
William Randolph Hearst 

Young Artists Fund
The Claramae Turner Hoffmann &
Frank Hoffmann Endowment Fund 

The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund 
for Emerging Artists

Lorry I. Lokey 
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate

Anna & Frederick Schubert

friends of the adlers
Joyce & William Brantman

Foundation
Rike & Klaus Burmeister

Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Leonard & Marie Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Frischmann

Barbara E. Jones, 
in memory of William E. Jones

Fred & Beth Karren
Mr. John E. Lee

Ms. Monika B. Levinson
Sylvia R. Lindsey

Bernice & John Lindstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons

Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Thomas & Anne Morton

Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Patricia Nottingham

Mr. William D. Rasdal
Mr. Glenn H. Reid

Barbara J. Ross
Ms. Marion Ross

Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Mrs. Afie Royo

Bob & Terri Ryan
Deborah & Paul Sagues

San Francisco Opera Guild/
East Bay Chapter

Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & 
Mr. Barry T. Joseph
Betty & Jack Schafer

Sondra & Milton Schlesinger
Anita N. Weissberg

Anonymous (3)

Coach & Accompanist
sun ha yoon
Seoul, South Korea
Second-year Fellow

Sponsored by
Richard & Elizabeth Fullerton 

Family Foundation; 
Drs. Martin E. & Corazon D. Sanders

* deceased
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2014–2015 REPERTOIRE
NOrMa
Vincenzo Bellini
New production
September 5, 10, 14, 19, 23, 27, 30
Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to
support this production. This production is made possible, in part,
by Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey, 
Thomas & Barbara Wolfe, Koret Foundation, and Tad & Dianne Taube.
Major support for this production also provided by the Great Interpreters
of Italian Opera Fund established by Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem. 

SUSaNNaH
Carlisle Floyd
Company premiere
September 6, 9, 12, 16, 21
This production is made possible, in part, by 
Leslie & George Hume and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

a MaSKeD BaLL
Giuseppe Verdi
October 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22
This production is made possible, in part, by The Bernard Osher
Endowment Fund and The Thomas Tilton Production Fund. 

parTeNOpe
George Frideric Handel
Company premiere
October 15, 18, 21, 24, 30; November 2
This production is made possible, in part, by 
The Bernard Osher Endowment Fund.

TOSCa
Giacomo puccini
October 23, 26; November 1, 4, 8
This production is made possible, in part, by the 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund. 

CINDereLLa
Gioachino rossini
November 9, 13, 16, 18, 21, 26
This production is made possible, in part, by Chevron.

La BOHÈMe
Giacomo puccini
November 14, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23, 25, 29, 30; December 2, 3, 5, 7
Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to support
this production. This production is made possible, in part, by the
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund and San Francisco Opera Guild. 

La BOHÈMe FOr FaMILIeS
November 22, 29

THe TrOJaNS
Hector Berlioz
June 7, 12, 16, 20, 25; July 1, 2015
Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to support
this production. This production is made possible, in part, by 
The Goatie Foundation, the Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield
Fund, Koret Foundation, and Tad & Dianne Taube. 
Additional support is provided by the Columbia Foundation and by 
an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

TWO WOMeN
Music by Marco Tutino
Libretto by Marco Tutino and Fabio Ceresa
Adapted from a script by Luca Rossi
Based on the novel La Ciociara by Alberto Moravia
By arrangement with Studio Legale Cau Morandi Minutillo Turtur
World premiere • Commissioned by San Francisco Opera
June 13, 19, 23, 28, 30, 2015
This production is made possible by the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for 
New Productions. Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are
proud to support the commission of Two Women. The world premiere
is made possible, in part, by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
and by an anonymous grant. 

THe MarrIaGe OF FIGarO
Wolfgang amadeus Mozart
June 14, 18, 21, 24, 27, 29; July 3, 5, 2015

The following conductor appearances are made possible by 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, Chairs, 
amici di Nicola of Camerata:
Nicola Luisotti (Norma, A Masked Ball, Two Women)
Giuseppe Finzi (La Bohème)
Riccardo Frizza (Tosca)

The following artist appearances are made possible by 
a gift to the Great Singers Fund by Joan & David Traitel:
Sondra Radvanovsky and Marco Berti (Norma)
Patricia Racette (Susannah)
Dolora Zajick, Ramón Vargas, and Thomas Hampson (A Masked Ball)
Danielle de Niese and David Daniels (Partenope)
Susan Graham (The Trojans)
Anna Caterina Antonacci (The Trojans, Two Women)

All performances feature English supertitles. 
Repertoire, casts, dates, and ticket pricing are subject to change.

Box Office (415) 864-3330 • sfopera.com
Company Sponsors
Norby Anderson; Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation; 
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn; Franklin & Catherine Johnson;
Edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund; 
Steven M. Menzies; Bernard & Barbro Osher; 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem; 
Phyllis C. Wattis Endowment Funds; Diane B. Wilsey

San Francisco Opera is supported, in part, by a grant

from Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund.

Season Sponsor

Corporate partners

SAN FRANCISCO Opera
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Giacomo Puccini

LA BOHÈME

Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn 
are proud to support this production. 

This production is made possible, in part, by 
the Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund and 
San Francisco Opera Guild. 

Giuseppe Finzi's appearance made possible by 
Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, Chairs, 
Amici di Nicola of Camerata.

David Gockley, General Director

Nicola Luisotti, Music Director
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

Giacomo Puccini

GETTY IMAGES
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First Performance: Turin, February 1, 1896.

First performance in the U.S.: Los Angeles, October 14, 1897.

First San Francisco Opera performance: September 26, 1923.

Personnel: 12 principals, 48 choristers, 20 children choristers, 5 supernumeraries; 85 total.

Orchestra: 2 flutes plus piccolo, 2 oboes plus English horn, 2 clarinets plus bass clarinet, 2 bassoons, 4 horns, 3 trumpets, 
3 trombones, cimbasso,  timpani, 4 percussion, harp; regular (40) strings; 68 total.

Onstage: 2 piccolos, 4 trumpets, 2 snare drums.

A complete list of the members from the San Francisco Boys Chorus and the San Francisco Girls Chorus 
appearing in this production can be found at the end of the artist profiles. They are led by:

SYNOPSIS
LA BOHÈME

ACT I
On Christmas Eve, Marcello paints and Rodolfo gazes at the Parisian rooftops. Marcello is about to sacrifice one of the sparse

furnishings to the stove for warmth when Rodolfo has an inspiration: pages of his drama will warm them. Colline returns followed by

Schaunard, who arrives with provisions. The friends are about to leave to dine out when Benoît, the landlord, comes for the rent. The

bohemians trick him then throw him out, unpaid. Rodolfo stays behind to finish an article he is writing. A young woman knocks on the

door and asks if she may light her candle; she returns moments later searching for her key. As they search, their hands touch. He tells her

of his life as a penniless poet; she describes her modest existence as a seamstress. Rodolfo goes to the window and tells his friends

below to meet at the Café Momus. He declares his love to Mimì, which she returns.

ACT II
A holiday crowds mills around the Latin Quarter and the Café Momus as the bohemians spend their money. They meet at the café and,

after Rodolfo has presented Mimì to his friends, they order dinner. Musetta and Alcindoro, her elderly admirer, take the table adjoining

the friends. Marcello avoids Musetta, with whom he has recently broken up, and she tries to attract his attention. She decides it is time

to rid herself of Alcindoro and feigns a pain in her foot, sending him off for a new pair of shoes. The bohemians search their pockets to

pay the bill, but Musetta deposits it together with her own, leaving it for Alcindoro to pay on his return.

ACT III
It is now February, and Parisians are hurrying to work. Mimì asks directions to a tavern, looking for Marcello and Rodolfo. She finds

Marcello and tearfully appeals for him to speak with Rodolfo, who has left her because of her coquettishness; he agrees. Rodolfo admits

to Marcello that he still loves her and cannot endure watching her health fail due to his inability to provide for her. Coughing and violent

sobs betray Mimì’s presence. She says goodbye to Rodolfo and tells him they must part without bitterness, but they cannot go through

with the separation and decide to stay together until spring.

ACT IV
It is now spring. Reminiscing, Marcello and Rodolfo try to work and appear pleased that their former companions are flourishing.

Schaunard and Colline arrive with frugal provisions and a more cheerful outlook. At the height of the friends’ clowning, Musetta appears

with news that Mimì is seriously ill. Rodolfo rushes to Mimì and brings her in. Musetta sends Marcello for a doctor. The lovers are alone

and reminisce about their relationship. Marcello announces that a doctor is on the way for the now sleeping Mimì. Rodolfo soon notices

a change has come over his friends, they already know what he only now realizes: Mimì is dead.

SAN FRANCISCO GIRLS CHORUS
Lisa Bielwa, Artistic Director

Valérie Sainte-Agathe, Music Director and Principal Conductor

SAN FRANCISCO BOYS CHORUS
Ian Robertson, Artistic Director

Margaret Nomura Clark, Associate Artistic Director
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Opera in four acts by Giacomo Puccini
Text by Giuseppe Giacosa and Luigi Illica

Based on the novel Scènes de la vie de bohème by Henri Mürger

LA BOHÈME
(Sung in Italian with English supertitles)

CAST
(in order of appearance)

Marcello Alexey Markov*
Brian Mulligan (11/15, 20, 23, 30; 12/3, 7)

Rodolfo Michael Fabiano
Giorgio Berrugi* (11/15, 20, 23, 30; 12/3, 7)

Colline Christian Van Horn

Schaunard Hadleigh Adams†

Benoît Dale Travis

Mimì Alexia Voulgaridou*
Leah Crocetto (11/15, 20, 23, 30; 12/3, 7)

A Prune Vendor Colby Roberts

Parpignol Chester Pidduck

A boy Ethan Chen*

Musetta Nadine Sierra
Ellie Dehn (11/15, 20, 23, 30; 12/3, 7)

Alcindoro Dale Travis

A Custom-House Sergeant Bojan Knežević

A Custom-House Officer Torlef Borsting

Students, townspeople, shopkeepers, street vendors, soldiers, waiters, children

*San Francisco Opera debut    †Current Adler Fellow

PLACE AND TIME: Mid-nineteenth-century Paris

ACT I: A garret
ACT II: The Latin Quarter

—INTERMISSION—

ACT III: A city gate, the Barrière d’Enfer
ACT IV: The garret

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
Patrons who leave during the performance will not be re-seated until the next intermission.

The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.
PLEASE TURN OFF AND REFRAIN FROM USING ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.

The performance will last approximately two hours, fifteen minutes.

Conductor
Giuseppe Finzi

Director
John Caird*

Production Designer
David Farley*

Lighting Designer
Michael James Clark*

Chorus Director
Ian Robertson

Assistant Conductor
Dennis Doubin

Musical Preparation
John Churchwell
Bryndon Hassman
Noah Lindquist†

Prompter
Fabrizio Corona

Supertitles
John Caird
Mena Mark Hanna

Assistant Stage Directors
Jose Maria Condemi
E. Reed Fisher
Morgan Robinson

Stage Manager
Rachel C. Henneberry

Costume Supervisor
Kristi Johnson

Wig and Makeup Designer
Jeanna Parham

Co-production with Houston Grand Opera
and Canadian Opera Company

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2014 AT 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 AT 7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 7:30 PM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 AT 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 AT 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 AT 2 PM

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 AT 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29 AT 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 AT 2 PM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 AT 7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 AT 7:30 PM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 AT 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 2 PM
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B Y J O H N C A I R D

enri Murger was twenty-three years old when he
started writing Scènes de la vie de bohéme—and he
knew very well the world he was describing. Murger

was living it day by day and the characters were his intimate
friends, so there is a raw authenticity to his efforts that requires an
interpreter to take these young characters and their plight very
seriously—despite its lack of a coherent dramatic structure.

nothing very much happens in La Bohéme—or nothing of any
great importance. Four young artists share a garret apartment; two
of them have lovers, one of whom is seriously ill. These relation-
ships founder, from jealousy and infidelity, and then one of the
girls dies. it is all very real and intensely sad, but not the stuff of
genuine tragedy. in fact, the essential tone of La Bohème is
comedic. although dirt poor and struggling artistically, these stu-
dents take life in its stride. They are witty, ironic, mocking and
irreverent, dismissive of authority, and caustic about middle class
values. Were it not for the intensity with which they suffer emo-
tionally, Bohème would be an outright comedy with a sad ending.
But this is comedy with a distinctly French ingredient, the same
essential mixture of emotions that Balzac achieved in his Comèdie
Humaine: genuine laughter, sometimes angry, sometimes joyous,
but always mixed with tears. Just beyond every sad thought, a joke
is waiting to assault us; just behind every joyful experience lurks a
bitter regret. 

herein lies the true genius of puccini’s achievement. he has
managed to find a musical language that perfectly reflects
Murger’s comedic world. puccini has given every one of Murger’s
characters a musical specificity that allows them to move from
laughter to tears and back again with effortless ease. and the
orchestral background is full of the most lovingly crafted detail in

support of their emotional journeys. 
For this production, we have chosen to imagine that the char-

acters of the opera may act as our interpreters. if Schaunard, the
composer, is represented in the pit by puccini himself, the scenic
world that the students inhabit is as if painted by Marcello. every
surface of the set is a canvas drawn from the same rich and
chaotic pictorial world as that of Toulouse-lautrec—a contempo-
rary of puccini and an artist who was also obsessed with paris’s
bohemian underworld.

We only get a brief glimpse of the lives of the artists in Bohème,
so we can only guess the ends of their stories. But we can be
allowed to imagine that they turn out to be genuinely influential
artists in their own right. The lives of so many artists start out in
desperation, poverty, and disappointment before they realise their
full potential. and their intimate friends and muses, if they survive,
can bear witness to the reality of their early struggles.

The two muses in Bohème are very different aspects of this wit-
ness. Musetta is an intensely practical young woman who knows
that she must sell herself in order to live in any sort of comfort,
despite the fact that she adores Marcello; if he had the money to
support her she would no doubt be faithful to him. Mimì is a dif-
ferent case altogether. The minute she walks into the garret, she
brings mystery, beauty, and stillness with her. puccini allows him-
self to linger over her dreams and those of rodolfo, and these
dreams provide us with the emotional heart of the work. Murger
and puccini are both saying the same thing, one with words and
the other with music. life can be harsh, and unfair and horribly
brief, but it can always be mitigated by beauty: the beauty of a face,
or a dream, or a mind, or a melody. love and art are more power-
ful than death.

and the comédie humaine
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B Y W I L L I A M B E R G E R

La Bohème is the world’s most performed opera. Popularity,
of course, brings with it a directly proportionate level of
critical contempt, and La Bohème earns its fair share.

However, the real barriers to a proper appreciation of this opera
aren’t the venomous statements of its detractors as much as
some of the patronizingly simpering of those who claim to love—
or at least tolerate—it. every review will contain a touch of this

condescension. They will call La Bohème an “audience favorite,”
an epithet whose subtext suggests that the bourgeois audience is
an uneducated lump that requiring bland musical pabulum. a
recent review stated “We don’t love La Bohème for its intellectual-
ism.” We don’t love Wagner operas for their intellectualism either.
That critic probably values Wagner’s intellectualism to justify his
discussion of it, but he loves it for the same reason anybody loves
anything, Puccini included: because it expresses something about
his own experience that he finds difficult yet imperative to express.
always question a critic’s real meaning when you come across the
phrase “audience favorite.” 

all the clichés may have been right
a hundred years ago (probably not), but

they are assuredly tired and wrong now. If
we’re going to continue to hold La Bohème at

the core of operatic repertory—and we
should—then the narrative surrounding

the opera needs to evolve. 

William Berger is a writer and radio producer for the Metropolitan
Opera. His books include Wagner Without Fear, Puccini Without
excuses, and Verdi With a Vengeance.

Anna Netrebko starred as Musetta in our La Bohème in 2000.

Everything you know about 

La Bohème is wrong…
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critics aren’t the only people who make indulgent statements
about La Bohème. even fans have fallen into a lazy pattern when
discussing this piece. you know the statements I’m talking about,
because you’ve heard orread them dozens of times, even (and
especially) if you’re new to opera: We love La Bohème for its sheer
passion and romance; it’s the perfect first opera for the operatic
newcomer; it’s easy to understand, as operas go; it’s realistic and
believable; young people will like it because it’s about young peo-
ple… and so forth. Let’s unpack these one by one so we can
reassemble them on a higher level. 

First there’s the love and passion label. I suspect this is a nicer
way of saying “don’t be intellectual about this opera.” Many
operas portray love and passion (whatever that means) well, and
actually La Bohème ranks behind many others in erotic terms. If
you think about, there is—notable within the context of Puccini’s
catalogue—no actual sex on stage in La Bohème. If we are to
understand the extended Puccinian love duet as a convincing the-
atrical analogue of the sex act (and we should), then Manon
Lescaut, Madama Butterfly, and La Fanciulla del West (not to men-
tion the uncompleted Turandot, meant to climax with opera’s ulti-
mate love/sex duet) are all sexual almost to the point of
pornography, while La Bohème is notable for its lack of a love duet.
(I know, there’s “o soave fanciulla” at the end of act I, but I con-

tend this is not meant to be understood as a consummation. For
one thing, they tell us so, when Mimì brushes off rodolfo’s
attempted kiss and tells him, rather cleverly, that if he takes her to
dinner and a night out, he might get some of what he craves later
on.) So, the incurable romantic might say, “maybe they’re not hav-
ing sex in act I, but they’re falling in love, and it is opera’s ultimate
falling-in-love moment.” But is it? Is that what’s really happening
in act I? I believe Puccini is telling us something else entirely,
something more nuanced and complex. rodolfo’s act I aria “che
gelida manina” is largely comprised of musical reminiscences
from the beginning of the act. Why? If you’re one of Puccini’s
detractors, you’ll say this is Puccini being lazy with his tunes.
Musicologist Joseph kerman, in his famous diatribe against Tosca,
says that particular opera concludes with the big theme from the
tenor’s earlier aria because the orchestra “plays the first thing that
pops into its head.” It’s a neat trick: fault Puccini for coming up
with gorgeous melodies too often, and then fault him for not com-
ing up with a sufficient number of gorgeous melodies. (It’s like the
old schtick of the two guys complaining about a restaurant: “The
food here is terrible!” “…and such small portions, too!”) But if we
listen to the music of La Bohème with the same respect we would
render to a Wagner score, we find much. The aria builds up using
snippets of the conversation (casual talk can have supreme signifi-

Luciano Pavarotti and Mirella Freni made their San Francisco
Opera debuts as Mimì and Rodolfo in our 1967 production
(left). Friends since childhood, the pair reprised their roles here
in 1988 (below).
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“But if she’s dying of that dreadful
disease, how

could she still sing such gorgeous music?” It’s a question opera-
goers often get asked when trying to describe what happens at
the climax of one of the most beloved works in the repertoire. In
the famous scene from the film Moonstruck, the character played
by cher—who is seeing La Bohème for the first time—notices the
paradox and declares, “I didn’t know she was going to die!”

But Mimì’s tragic demise isn’t a medical documentary: it’s
depicted in the context of a cultural and artistic tradition in which a
wide range of diseases—whether of the body or of the mind—car-
ried powerful symbolic meanings. Influenced by the legacy of Italian
opera as well as by Wagner, Puccini was intimately familiar with the
sudden madness of Donizetti’s Lucia of Lammermoor, the innocent
sleepwalking of amina in Bellini’s La Sonnambula, and the mysteri-
ously festering “wound” that torments amfortas in Parsifal. Susan
Sontag, in her landmark deconstruction of the use of “illness as
metaphor,” observed that “sickness has a way of making people
‘interesting’—which is how ‘romantic’ was originally defined.”

Puccini’s own fragile heroine Mimì takes her place as the last in
an iconic lineage of nineteenth-century operatic heroines who suf-
fer and die of tuberculosis (TB), following Verdi’s Violetta in La
Traviata and the fatefully music-loving antonia in offenbach’s Les
Contes d’Hoffmann. That lineage entailed a romanticized depiction
of what was, after all, a horrifyingly commonplace condition in
europe at that time, accounting for up to one in six deaths in
France by the early twentieth century. 

Such “romanticizing” is a complex, many-layered phenomenon.
Sontag points out that by the nineteenth century, the model of dis-
ease as a “punishment” for transgressions had been refined into
the idea that disease “expresses character.” TB in particular was
portrayed as “the disease that makes manifest intense desire; that
discloses, in spite of the reluctance of the individual, what the indi-
vidual does not want to reveal.” Specifically in terms of female sex-
uality, “having TB was imagined to be an aphrodisiac, and to
confer extraordinary powers of seduction.”

In a fascinating essay for the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases
titled “at the Deathbed of consumptive art,” the epidemiologist
David H. Morens explains that artistic depictions of the disease
sought to make sense of such a widespread phenomenon “in popu-
lar terms, first as romantic redemption, then as reflection of societal
ills”—all the more because “medicine had little to offer anyway.” The
final suffering of the courtesan Violetta Valéry becomes transfigured
by Verdi’s music, transforming what was a shocking realism for con-
temporary audiences into a cathartic experience.

Dr. Deborah gold, chief of Infectious Diseases at kaiser Perma-
nente San Francisco, describes the medical reality of the disease:
“Tuberculosis is an airborne bacterial infection that begins in the
lungs and can spread to any part of the body—the brain, skin, spine,

liver. When left untreated, the disease may cause an overwhelming
inflammatory response resulting in intractable fevers, chills, night
sweats, and dramatic weight loss. In the era before medications were
available to treat TB, some of those infected literally withered away;
hence the common name for the disease, consumption.”

By the time Puccini composed his version of the stories based
on the earlier Parisian characters brought to life by Henri Murger
(who himself died of TB in 1861), a medical breakthrough had
occurred. In 1882 the microbiologist robert koch announced his
discovery of the causative bacterial agent of tuberculosis. Does
the new awareness of TB as highly contagious explain rodolfo’s
behavior in wanting to break up with Mimì? Is his guilt-ridden
claim—“I’m the reason that this fatal illness is attacking her”—
in fact a projection of his fear that he might contract the disease? 

In depicting Mimì’s situation, Puccini and his librettists empha-
size the stark reality of her poverty. While the cause of her disease
(never actually mentioned) was now understood, there still was no
cure. even Violetta has a doctor to comfort her, but Mimì must rely
on the kindness of her friends. “opera and tuberculosis have
entered a new era, recognizable today, in which tragedy is seen as
experiencing loss but is not understood in an artistic or philosophi-
cal sense,” writes Morens. even more: “Mimì dies surrounded by a
philosopher, a poet, a painter, a musician, and a singer—the arts
had become powerless against tuberculosis.”

TB is curable today because of medications developed after the
Second World War. Before that time, there was only palliative treat-
ment for the disease, and sufferers were sent away to sanitaria for

relaxation and fresh air—as in the setting for Thomas Mann’s
epochal novel The Magic Mountain (1924). “In reality, a diagnosis
of tuberculosis, even in the early days, was not necessarily a death
sentence and patients were known to improve” says gold. 

yet despite modern advances, tuberculosis is far from eradicated.
“It’s such a huge worldwide problem that is most prevalent in the
developing world. That being said, the rate of TB in San Francisco
county is the highest in the state, and is one of the highest rates in
the country. Most of the cases occur in individuals who were born in
countries in which TB is endemic,” according to gold. “TB is often
latent and those infected may not suffer any symptoms. If the infec-
tion does become active, it is usually easily diagnosed and is often
curable. We rarely see people dying of TB in the developed world.” 

San Francisco Opera thanks Dr. Gold and the staff at Kaiser Perma-
nente for contributing to this article. Kaiser Permanente has been a
Corporate Sponsor of San Francisco Opera for eight seasons. Their
support of the Company’s free, annual opera in the Park concert has
been a wonderful gift to countless opera fans. In the current season,
Kaiser Permanente has graciously underwritten the La Bohème for
Famil ies workshops, helping families build a better understanding of
the opera before they attend the performance.

Consuming Consumption: Tuberculosis on the Opera Stage
B Y T H O M A S M A Y
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cance in the world of La Bohème) rodolfo had with his roommate
Marcello when they were engaging in witty banter about their poor
but picturesque bohemian lifestyle. In other words, rodolfo’s talk-
ing about himself, using expressions he’s tested out on his wing-
man “bro” (Marcello) for use on a hot chick when one comes
along. (Note rodolfo’s excitement when he realizes the knock on
his garret door is coming from a woman, “una donna!” He might
as well say “It’s show time!” and the subsequent glorious aria is
his well rehearsed audition piece rather than a spontaneous
expression of love at first sight).

Now for the second canard: La Bohème is the perfect first opera.
It is a great first opera because
it’s a great opera. The same is
true for any other great opera
(including, yes, alban Berg’s
20th-century Wozzeck), provided
the performance is good and the
production is not too self-serving.
I believe it’s time to put the idea
of La Bohème as the definitive
first opera to rest, because it is
truly misleading to think of this
opera as a gentle bridge to the
harder, meatier stuff. It simply is
no longer true, if indeed it ever
was. a hundred years ago, people
might have found the use of
melody in La Bohème to be more
comprehensible to their ears,
trained on participatory singing
in parlors, choirs, and public
gatherings, than, say, Wagner and
others. However, in the subse-
quent century those Wagnerian
techniques have become more
familiar through modernist
music (not to mention film and
television soundtracks, which
have a direct lineage from Wag-
ner) and participatory singing has
become rarer. In my experience,
operatic newcomers comprehend
Wagner’s musical language bet-
ter than Puccini’s. Part of this is
Puccini’s vaunted economy of
expression. When Wagner intends for you to grasp a point, oh
you’ll grasp it alright. Puccini makes his points more quickly and
with the fewest possible notes. consider how the two composers
handle the notion of redemption in musical terms. In Wagner’s
scores, an entire evening can be devoted to the mystical journey of
salvation from suspension to resolution (Tristan und Isolde and Par-
sifal being supreme examples). In Puccini, a single moment will
cover the same territory, and these moments become increasingly
concise over his career: from the shimmering metamorphosis of
the love theme from minor to major sequences in the intermezzo

of Manon Lescaut (1893); to the one-measure, four-note minor-
major journey that is the central motif of La Fanciulla del West
(1910); to the single half-step ascent in the piccolo that signifies the
righteous death of Liù in Turandot (written in 1924, and, rather
poignantly, the last notes Puccini wrote). Perhaps there are short-
ened attention spans in our day. That sort of economic expression
eludes more people today than Wagner’s expansive music, no mat-
ter how challenging Wagner may appear to musical analysts. 

even the relative shortness of Puccini’s operas is easier on our
backsides than on our ears. yet people will find other reasons to
call La Bohème “easy,” including textual ones. young people, they

believe, appreciate its subject
matter of, well, young people. I
disagree. young people appreci-
ate it because it’s good, but the
tragedy in La Bohème is not one
aimed specifically at young peo-
ple. In fact, if we look beyond the
surfaces, it becomes clear that
the tragedy is actually one that
resonates most powerfully with
people who have lived a few
years. Let’s take an unflinching
look at the real tragedy—the one
that really makes us choke up—
in La Bohème. It’s not what most
people think it is. 

People say the realism in La
Bohème makes it approachable
(and therefore appropriate for
young people and newcomers to
opera). But the realism of this
opera is a source of more confu-
sion than comfort. For one thing,
it is a verismo opera, and
verismo does not denote realism
in any english-language sense.
This genre of opera, derived from
literature, seeks truth (verità in
Italian). Truth and that which
passes for reality, as everyone
knows, are not the same thing.
Nor should verismo opera be too
easily lumped together with its
ancestor, literary Naturalism.

That literary genre had specific goals, including the political: using
the grungy realities of the everyday life of average people to reveal
injustice and inequality in modern life. The unpleasantries of con-
temporary urban life, (prostitution, poverty, disease), were all mar-
shaled by Naturalists such as Zola, Ibsen, Strindberg, and others.
To be sure, many of these features seem present in La Bohème, and
yet there are important differences too. Note the erudite, windy lan-
guage used by rodolfo and his friends, full of pomp (“I bow before
my king,” says rodolfo to the paltry coins in act I; Schaunard calls
dancing a “choreographic action” in act IV). These are not poor

San Francisco Opera’s first Mimì was Queena Mario in 1923. 
The soprano signed this photo “To my dear friends Mr. and Mrs. Merola, 

with love and affectionate wishes for every good thing.”
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people; they are educated bourgeois who at the moment have no
money. rodolfo even tells us in act II about his “rich uncle” who, if
“god is reasonable” (and what does he mean by this? Will a rea-
sonable god kill off his uncle and provide rodolfo with an inheri-
tance?) will enable rodolfo to buy Mimì a better necklace than the
coral one she is admiring. In fact, rodolfo and his fellow bohemi-
ans are nothing other than urban hipsters—choosing to live out-
side of bourgeois society in order to enjoy artistic and sexual
independence in the hub of uber-hipness, Paris. We learn more
about rodolfo’s rich uncle and about all the bohemians in the
source novel, Scènes de la vie de bohème by Henri Murger.
rodolphe, as he is called, has a working-poor uncle, another in the
country, and dreams of another who leaves him an entire territory
in Peru, including the female inhabitants (money and women are
often conflated in this world). Schaunard mentions an uncle who is
a good judge. at the end of this novel, Mimì is dead, as in the
opera, but much else has died as well. Musette [sic] marries a post-
master and achieves respectability. colline, too, inherits money and
makes “a good marriage.” Marcel [sic] and rodolphe are swallowed
into the official system as well. 

This, I believe, is the real tragedy of La Bohème. The dreams of
youth crash with the realization that self-proclaimed genius and
youthful individualism are not enough. It reminds me of the old tele-
vision commercial for amy Tang’s novel The Joy Luck Club: “She
wanted to be different. She didn’t want to be like her mother. and
then one day she realized… that made her just like her mother.” My
late, outspoken mother used to complain that rodolfo loved Mimì
so much, he would do anything for her—except get a job. I think it’s
the death of Mimì that makes him realize he, too, will have to get a
job just like everyone else. His good looks and good poetry were not
enough to save Mimì or achieve any other dreams.
The tragedy of this opera is not hers (everyone dies,
in life and opera both) but his, and therefore ours.
everyone has made tragic compromises in life. This
is part of the reason I maintain that La Bohème is
even more tragic for audiences with a few decades
under their spreading belts than for eagerly cultivated
young audiences. older people remember post-col-
lege horny poverty as the “glory days”: young people
who are actually living them tend to find the phase
much less fabulous. So it is the bohemian lifestyle—
the vie de bohème of both the novel and opera
titles—that is the true tragic heroine of the opera,
and that is one which all of us have lost and whose
loss we all mourn to some extent. 

The score bears out my contention. When Mimì
dies, it is sad—we hear a “shiver” and the orchestra
wanders harmonically unanchored into any one key
(as if to say something’s vaguely wrong, but neither
we nor the characters on stage are sure exactly what
yet). It is only when rodolfo finally figures out what
has happened that the orchestra thunders out the
unforgettable chords in the inherently sad key of c-
sharp minor. (This is the key of the evocative adagio
first movement of Beethoven’s “Moonlight” Sonata;

other readers might also recognize this key from Led Zeppelin’s
equally moody song “No Quarter,” with the lyric “walking side by
side with death…”). The orchestra demands heartbreak not for
Mimì’s death but for the bohemians’ realization that something is
gone. It’s the lifestyle they had clung to in the desperate belief that
they could be different from their bourgeois parents and uncles;
that they could live on art and their own cleverness and good looks
and abundant sex energy shared outside of wedlock. La (vie de)
bohème is over. It’s time to do the thing you had been avoiding, lit-
erally and figuratively, since at least act I: it’s time to pay the rent. 

This doesn’t say that rodolfo is heartless, merely that he’s
human. This is why I believe his aria “che gelida manina” is not
truly falling in love at first sight, with its references to previous con-
versations he had had with his friend. What he’s doing in that aria is
coming on to Mimì, just like any frat boy in a bar (albeit with some-
what more impressive technique). He wants casual sex, not love.
But despite his smooth moves and supposed rejection of bourgeois
values, he falls in love. He becomes more invested than he had ever
intended, and finds out, (at least by act III, and certainly by the end),
that one gets mired emotionally as well as economically. Free love, it
turns out, is anything but…. Love, too, demands the rent. 

I won’t insist that everyone agree with my ideas about the true
depth of La Bohème. I will, however, insist that people either allow
that it does have tremendous depth far beyond the standard hack-
neyed conventions, or that they attend good performances of it
with minds opened wider than mouths until they can speak of La
Bohème with the unreserved respect it merits. 

Piotr Beczala (Rodolfo) and Angela Gheorghiu (Mimì) in our 2008
production.
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ALEXIA 
VOULGARIDOU
(Kavála, Greece)
Mimì 
Soprano Alexia 
Voulgaridou makes 
her San Francisco 
Opera debut in 

a role she has performed at Milan’s 
La Scala; the Royal Opera, Covent 
Garden; Munich’s Bavarian State 
Opera; the Bregenz Festival; Deutsche 
Oper Berlin; Berlin State Opera; and 
in Geneva, Hamburg, São Paulo, and 
Palermo. In the 2014–15 season, she 
sings the title role of Madama Butterfly 
for the Royal Opera, Covent Garden; 
Opera Australia; and in Hamburg 
as well as Giorgietta (Il Tabarro) and 
the title role of Suor Angelica in Bari. 
Voulgaridou has been heard as Cio-
Cio-San in Hamburg and Tokyo; in the 
title role of Tosca in Sydney, Trieste, 
and Lausanne; Marguerite ( Faust) 
at the Hamburg State Opera, Covent 
Garden, and in Valencia; Micaëla 
(Carmen) and the title role of Manon 
at La Scala; the title roles of Anna 
Bolena and Luisa Miller at Turin’s 
Teatro Regio; Margarita (Mefistofele) at 
the Ravenna Festival; Amelia (Simon 
Boccanegra) in Toulouse and Santiago; 
Marguerite in Catania and Hamburg; 
Lida ( La Battaglia di Legnano), 
Blanche (Dialogues des Carmélites), and 
Desdemona (Otello) in Hamburg; Liù 
(Turandot), Micaëla, and Luisa Miller 
in Valencia; the title role of La Rondine 
in concert in Sydney; and as Suzel 
(L’Amico Fritz) in Trieste. Voulgaridou’s 
disc and filmography include La 
Bohème from Bregenz, Dialogues des 
Carmelites and Madama Butterfly 
from Hamburg, Turandot, and a solo 
recording on the Arte Nova Classics 
label with the Bayerisches Rundfunk 
Orchestra and San Francisco Opera 
Music Director Nicola Luisotti. 

LEAH CROCETTO
(Adrian, Michigan)
Mimì
A winner of the 
2010 Metropolitan 
Opera National 
Council Auditions, 
soprano Leah 

Crocetto made her San Francisco 
Opera debut as Sister Dolcina (Suor 
Angelica) in our 2009 production of 
Puccini’s Il Trittico and appeared in 
2009’s Aida and Cyrano de Bergerac, 
sang the role of Liù (Turandot) in 2011, 
and was the soprano soloist in 2013’s 
Verdi Requiem. The former Adler 
Fellow and Merola Opera Program 
alumna’s recent engagements include 
Desdemona (Otello) at English 
National Opera and in Bordeaux, Alice 
Ford (Falstaff) with Frankfurt Opera, 
and Mimì (La Bohème) with Pittsburgh 
Opera. Other career highlights 
include concerts with the Berlin 
Philharmonic; the Female Chorus 
(The Rape of Lucretia) with Houston 
Grand Opera; Anna (Maometto II) 
with the Santa Fe Opera; Desdemona 
in Venice and Frankfurt; the title 
role of Luisa Miller in Tel Aviv; and 
Leonora (Il Trovatore) in Verona and 
Bordeaux. The soprano’s numerous 
awards include First Place, People’s 
Choice, and the Spanish Prize in the 
2009 José Iturbi International Music 
Competition in Los Angeles; a 2009 
San Francisco Foundation Artist’s 
Grant; a 2008 Shoshana Foundation 
Award; a Sara Tucker Award; and first 
prize in the Bel Canto Foundation 
Competition. She also represented the 
United States in the 2011 BBC Cardiff 
Singer of the World competition, 
where she was a finalist in the Song 
competition. Upcoming engagements 
include Elisabetta (Don Carlo) with 
Philadelphia Opera and Madame 
Lidoine (Dialogues des Carmelites) in 
Washington.
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MICHAEL 
FABIANO
(Montclair, New 
Jersey)
Rodolfo
Recipient of the 
2014 Richard 
Tucker Award 

and the 2014 Beverly Sills Artist 
Award, tenor Michael Fabiano is 
the first person to win both awards 
in the same year. He made his San 
Francisco Opera debut as Gennaro 
in Lucrezia Borgia (2011), a role he 
first performed at English National 
Opera, and has since returned as 
the tenor soloist in this past fall’s 
performance of the Verdi Requiem. 
His most recent engagements include 
Edgardo (Lucia di Lammermoor) with 
Paris Opera, Alfred (Die Fledermaus) 
at the Metropolitan Opera, the title 
role of Faust at Netherlands Opera, 
and his Glyndebourne Festival 
debut as Alfredo (La Traviata). Other 
appearances have included the Duke 
of Mantua (Rigoletto) at the Dresden’s 
Semperoper, English National 
Opera, and Florida Grand Opera; 
Edgardo with Vancouver Opera and 
at the ABAO in Bilbao; Rodolfo with 
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Seattle Opera, 
Opera Lyra, and Dresden Semperoper; 
Cassio (Otello) with Paris Opera 
and the Metropolitan Opera; Alfredo 
with Santa Fe Opera and the Teatro 
San Carlo; Rinuccio (Gianni Schicchi) 
at Milan’s Teatro alla Scala and 
Greek National Opera; and Raffaele 
(Stiffelio) with the Metropolitan 
Opera. Fabiano’s many awards include 
top prizes from the Gerda Lissner 
Foundation, Opera Index Awards, the 
Loren Zachary and Licia Albanese 
Puccini Foundation Competitions, 
a 2007 George London Foundation 
Encouragement Award. Upcoming 
engagements include the title role 
of Faust at Opera Australia and Paris 
Opera as well as the title role of 
Donizetti’s rarely-performed Poliuto at 
the Glyndebourne Festival.

GIORGIO BERRUGI
(Pisa, Italy)
Rodolfo
Italian tenor Giorgio 
Berrugi makes 
his San Francisco 
Opera debut in a 
role he has sung at 

Treviso’s Teatro Comunale, Venice’s 
Teatro La Fenice, Jesi, Turin, and 

Fermo. A former member of Dresden’s 
Saxon State Opera, his roles with than 
company include Don José (Carmen), 
Gustavus III (Un Ballo in Maschera), 
Cavaradossi (Tosca), Nemorino 
(L’Elisir d’Amore), the Duke of Mantua 
(Rigoletto), and Gennarino in the 
world premiere of Henze’s Gisela. 
Other credits include engagements 
at the Arena di Verona, Turin’s Teatro 
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Regio, Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, 
Suntory Hall in Tokyo with Milan’s La 
Scala on tour, London’s Wigmore Hall, 
and in Leipzig, Florence, Valencia, 
Seoul, Palermo, Dallas, Naples, 
Warsaw, Genoa, Savonlinna, and 
Dortmund. As former solo clarinetist 
with Rome’s Orchestra Sinfonica he 
won several international awards, 
both as a soloist and with the Duo 
Alban Berg. Upcoming engagements 
include Rodolfo in Oviedo and 
Palermo; Gabriele Adorno (Simon 
Boccanegra) in Dresden; Cavaradossi 
in Dresden and Marseille; the title 
role of Les Contes d’Hoffmann in 
Piacenza, Modena, and Reggio Emilia; 
and engagements with Lyric Opera of 
Chicago and the Royal Opera, Covent 
Garden.

NADINE SIERRA
(Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida)
Musetta
Former San 
Francisco Opera 
Adler Fellow Nadine 
Sierra made her 

Company debut in 2011 creating the 
roles of Juliet and Barbara in the world 
premiere of Heart of a Soldier and 
returned as Papagena in The Magic 
Flute (2012). She is an alumna of the 
2010 Merola Opera Program, where 
she was heard as Adina in L’Elisir 
d’Amore. The youngest winner of the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions, Sierra has appeared as 
Gilda (Rigoletto) with the Teatro di 
San Carlo in Naples, Florida Grand 
Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, and Seattle 
Opera; Pamina (Die Zauberflöte) at 
Virginia Opera and Cagliari’s Teatro 
Lirico; and Musetta at Tel Aviv’s 
Israeli Opera. Her engagements in 
the current season include Gilda with 
Atlanta Opera, Norina (Don Pasquale) 
in Valencia, and a return to the 
Company next summer as Countess 
Almaviva (Le Nozze di Figaro) as well 
as concerts in Poland, Cleveland, and 
Berlin.  She holds first prizes from 

the George London, Gerda Lissner, 
Neue Stimmen, And Marilyn Horne 
Foundation Competitions and is a 
recipient of the Richard Tucker Music 
Foundation’s Study and Career Grant.

ELLIE DEHN
(Anoka, Minnesota)
Musetta
American soprano 
Ellie Dehn made 
her San Francisco 
Opera debut in 
2010 as Countess 

Almaviva (Le Nozze di Figaro), a 
role she has also performed with 
Houston Grand Opera and Opera 
Pacific. She returned in 2011 as 
Donna Anna in Don Giovanni and 
as Fiordiligi in Così fan tutte (2012). 
Among her recent engagements are 
Antonia (Les Contes d’Hoffmann) and 
Musetta (La Bohème) at Milan’s La 
Scala; Donna Elvira (Don Giovanni) 
at the Metropolitan Opera; Helena 
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream) at 
Rome’s Teatro dell’Opera; and Donna 
Anna with Opera Colorado. Other 
career highlights include Musetta (La 
Bohème) with the Metropolitan Opera 
and Rome’s Teatro dell’Opera; Mimì 
(La Bohème) with the San Diego Opera 
and Minnesota Opera; Mrs. Naidoo 
(Satyagraha) Marguerite (Faust, Met in 
the Parks) at the Metropolitan Opera; 
Inez (L’Africaine) with Opera Orchestra 
of New York; Catherine of Aragon 
(Henry VIII) at the Bard Festival; Freia 
(Das Rheingold) with Los Angeles 
Opera; creating the role of Rosaura in 
Spratlan’s Life is a Dream at the Santa 
Fe Opera; Agathe (Der Freischütz) in 
Geneva; Madame Cortese (Il Viaggio a 
Reims) in Bilbao and Rome; Cressida 
(Troilus and Cressida) at Opera Theatre 
of St. Louis; Donna Anna at the 
Ravinia Festival, Munich’s Bavarian 
State Opera, and Opera Pacific; 
Anne Truelove (The Rake’s Progress) 
in Bologna and Rome; and Juliette 
(Roméo et Juliette) with Minnesota 
Opera. TGC 030514 bora 1_3v.pdf
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BRIAN MULLIGAN
(Endicott, New 
York)
Marcello
American baritone 
Brian Mulligan 
made his San 
Francisco Opera 

debut as Marcello (La Bohème) in 
2008 and has since returned as 
Valentin (Faust), Albert (Werther), 
Sharpless (Madama Butterfly), the title 
role in Nixon in China, and the King’s 
Herald (Lohengrin). He returned earlier 
this season as Count Anckarström 
(Un Ballo in Maschera) and appears 
as Chorebus (Les Troyens) in summer 
2015. Recent engagements include 
Prospero (Adès’s The Tempest) 
with Frankfurt Opera; Yeletsky (The 
Queen of Spades) with Zurich Opera; 
André Thorel (Massenet’s Thérèse) 
at Wexford Festival Opera; the 
Father (Hänsel und Gretel) with Lyric 
Opera of Chicago; Enrico (Lucia di 
Lammermoor) with Canadian Opera 
Company, Lyric Opera of Chicago 
and Washington National Opera; the 
title role of Hamlet with Minnesota 
Opera; and Balstrode (Peter Grimes) 
at the Aspen Music Festival. Career 
highlights include Valentin at the 
Metropolitan Opera; the title role of 
The Death of Klinghoffer with Opera 
Theater of St. Louis; Enrico and 
Sharpless with English National 
Opera; Prometheus (Die Vögel) at Los 
Angeles Opera; Marcello at Houston 
Grand Opera and New York City 
Opera; Ford (Falstaff) at Japan’s Saito 
Kinen Festival; and the title role of Der 
Kaiser von Atlantis with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Houston Grand Opera, 
and at the Ravinia Festival. Orchestral 
appearances include engagements 
with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the 
Cleveland Orchestra. 

CHRISTIAN VAN 
HORN
(Rockville Centre, 
New York)
Colline
American bass-
baritone Christian 
Van Horn made 

his San Francisco Opera debut in 
2010 as the King of Egypt (Aida) 
and returned later that fall as the 
Bailiff (Werther), the Bonze (Madama 
Butterfly), and Timur (Turandot). His 
most recent Company appearances 
were as Oroveso (Norma), Count 
Horn (Un Ballo in Maschera), and 
Alidoro (La Cenerentola) this current 
season, Angelotti (Tosca) in 2012, 
and the Four Villains (Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann) in 2013. He will also 
return to sing Narbal (Les Troyens) in 
summer 15. A graduate of Lyric Opera 
of Chicago’s Ryan Center, his roles 
with that company include Nourabad 
(Les Pêcheurs de Perles), Brander (La 
Damnation de Faust), Crespel (Les 
Contes d’Hoffmann), and Raimondo 
(Lucia di Lammermoor). Recently, 
Van Horn appeared as Colline at 
Bavarian State Opera and the Santa 
Fe Opera, Zuniga (Carmen) at the 
Salzburg Festival and with the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Banquo (Macbeth) in 
Geneva, and the title role of Le Nozze 
di Figaro with Russia’s Perm Opera. 
Upcoming engagements this season 
include Pistola (Falstaff) and Colline at 
the Metropolitan Opera and Publio (La 
Clemenza di Tito) with Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.

ALEXEY MARKOV
(Vyborg, Russia)
Marcello
Baritone Alexey 
Markov makes 
his San Francisco 
Opera debut in 
a role he has 

performed at the Metropolitan Opera. 
Career highlights include Andrei 
Bolkonsky (War and Peace), Tomski 
(The Queen of Spades), Count di Luna 
(Il Trovatore), and Valentin (Faust) at 
the Met; Count di Luna at Munich’s 
Bavarian State Opera and the Verbier 
Festival; Robert (Iolanta) in Baden-
Baden; the title role of Eugene Onegin, 
Nottingham (Roberto Devereux), 
Enrico (Lucia di Lammermoor), and 
Tomski with Zurich Opera; Robert 
(Iolanta) at the Salzburg Festival 
and Madrid’s Teatro Real; Onegin 
and Yeletski (The Queen of Spades) 
with Lyon Opera; Onegin in Monte 
Carlo; Count di Luna in Bordeaux and 
Paris; Iago (Otello) with Dresden’s 
Semperoper; Scarpia (Tosca) with 
Frankfurt Opera; and Renato (Un 
Ballo in Maschera) in Graz. Markov is 
a member of the Mariinsky Theatre 
and has been seen with Deutsche 
Oper Berlin, at Lincoln Center, and 
London’s Barbican Hall. He is a past 
winner of the Rimsky-Korsakov and the 
Obratsova Competitions and he was 
awarded second prize the Dresden Bel 
Canto Competition. Engagements in 
the current season include Robert and 
Renato at the Met and Count di Luna 
in Munich.
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frequently as an oratorio soloist. He 
made his debut with London’s Royal 
National Theatre in 2011 as Christ in 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. Awards 
include a 2010 Joan Sutherland & 
Richard Bonynge Scholarship and 
second prize in the Australian Singing 
Competition. Recent engagements 
include Pollux (Rameau’s Castor et 
Pollux) with Pinchgut Opera, the 
title role of Le Nozze di Figaro with 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama in 
London, and Claudio (Agrippina) with 
Opera Omaha.

DALE TRAVIS
(Trenton, New 
Jersey)
Benoît, Alcindoro
Bass-baritone Dale 
Travis is a graduate 
of the Merola 
Opera Program 

and a former San Francisco Opera 
Adler Fellow. Since 1988 he has 
sung more than thirty roles at San 
Francisco Opera, most recently as 
Elder McLean (Susannah), Baron 
Douphol (La Traviata), the Sacristan, 
Dr. Kolenatý (The Makropulos Case), 
and Dr. Bartolo (Le Nozze di Figaro). 
Travis is in demand at prestigious 
opera companies and festivals in 
America and abroad, including the 
Metropolitan Opera, Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Houston Grand Opera, 
Los Angeles Opera, Opera Colorado, 
Turin’s Teatro Regio, as well as 
in Genoa, Tel Aviv, Berlin, and at 
Japan’s Saito Kinen Festival. Recent 
engagements include Geronte (Manon 
Lescaut) and Amantio di Nicolao 
(Gianni Schicchi) at the Met; the 
Sacristan and Baron Zeta (The Merry 
Widow) at Lyric Opera of Chicago; as 
well as Waldner (Arabella) and the 
Sacristan with the Santa Fe Opera. 
Travis made his Metropolitan Opera 
debut in 2002 as Louis in William 
Bolcom’s A View from the Bridge, a role 
he created in 1999 at Lyric Opera of 
Chicago and sang again at the Teatro 
dell’Opera di Roma in 2011. 

HADLEIGH ADAMS
(Palmerston North, 
New Zealand)
Schaunard
Baritone Hadleigh 
Adams is a 
second-year San 
Francisco Opera 

Adler Fellow and graduate of the 2012 

Merola Opera Program. He made 
his Company debut in 2013 in Les 
Contes d’Hoffmann and The Gospel 
of Mary Magdalene and appeared in 
Dolores Claiborne, Il Barbiere di Siviglia, 
Madama Butterfly, and La Traviata 
last season. The New Zealand native 
was a member of New Zealand Opera 
from 2004 to 2008 and has performed 
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CHESTER PIDDUCK
Parpignol
A member of the San Francisco Opera 
Chorus, Chester Pidduck has appeared 
in solo roles with the Company in 
Idomeneo, La Bohème, La Fille du 
Régiment, The Magic Flute, Moby-Dick 
and The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. 
Featured in Classical Singer magazine 
in 2009, the tenor has performed with 
the Metropolitan Opera, Glimmerglass 
Opera, Central City Opera, Opera 
Colorado, Nashville Opera, Opera San 
José, Livermore Opera, High Desert 
Opera, Mendocino Music Festival, 
and Sarasota Opera. He has appeared 
as a soloist with the San Francisco 
Symphony, St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Sacramento Choral 
Society and Orchestra. 

COLBY ROBERTS 
Prune Vendor
Roberts, a San Francisco Opera 
Chorus member since 1992, has 
sung many roles with the Company, 
including Sam (The Ballad of Baby 
Doe) and the First Slave (Die 
Zauberflöte). He has also performed 
with Orlando Opera, Connecticut 
Grand Opera, New Jersey State Opera, 
and others. Roberts’s Bay Area credits 
include San Francisco Lyric Opera, 
Berkeley Opera, and Livermore Opera 
in roles such as Alfredo (La Traviata), 
Rodolfo (La Bohème and Luisa Miller), 
and the title roles of Les Contes 
d’Hoffmann and Werther. 
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BOJAN KNEŽEVIĆ
Customhouse Sargent
Former San Francisco Opera Adler 
Fellow and Merola Opera Program 
alumnus Bojan Knežević made his San 
Francisco Opera debut as Marquis 
d’Obigny (La Traviata) in 1995 and has 
since appeared with the Company in 
a number of roles, including Harašta 
(The Cunning Little Vixen), Dulcamara 
(L’Elisir d’Amore), and Haly (L’Italiana 
in Algeri). Career highlights include 
roles with Lyric Opera of Chicago; 
Mississippi Opera; Vancouver Opera; 
and the title role of Le Nozze di Figaro 
with the New National Theatre in 
Tokyo. 

GIUSEPPE FINZI
(Bari, Italy)
Conductor
San Francisco 
Opera Resident 
Conductor 
Giuseppe Finzi 
made his Company 

debut in 2008 conducting The Elixir 
of Love for Families, and he returned 
to lead performances of La Bohème, 
The Abduction from the Seraglio, 
Faust, La Fanciulla del West, Aida, 
Turandot, Carmen, Rigoletto, Tosca, 
and Il Barbiere di Siviglia, as well 
as the Company’s performances 
at the 2009 and 2011 Stern Grove 
Festivals. He has also conducted 
Carmen for Families, The Barber of 
Seville for Families, and the 2011 and 
2012 Adler Fellows gala concerts. 
Finzi previously served as assistant 
conductor, coach, and pianist at 
Milan’s Teatro alla Scala. He made his 
conducting debut in 2003 with Tosca 
at the Teatro Rendano in Cosenza 
and returned in 2004 for La Traviata. 
Finzi has since led productions of 
L’Elisir d’Amore, Madama Butterfly, 
Rigoletto, La Traviata, L’Elisir d’Amore, 
and Così fan tutte as well as concerts 
in Italy, elsewhere in Europe, and 
Asia. Most recently he made his 
debut in Germany conducting Carmen 
at Deutsche Oper Berlin. Actively 
involved in the community, Finzi led 

TORLEF BORSTING
Custom-House Officer
Torlef Borsting, a member of the San 
Francisco Opera Chorus, made his 
Company debut in 2006 as a Soldier 
in The Maid of Orleans and returned 
as a Scythian (Iphigénie en Tauride) as 
well as Flora’s Servant (La Traviata) 

creating the role of Wilmer McLean in 
Appomattox. Other Bay Area credits 
include roles with Opera San José 
(Germont in La Traviata, Scarpia in 
Tosca, and Marcello in La Bohème), 
Opera San Luis Obispo, Sacramento 
Opera, Eugene Opera, and Opera 
Parallèle, among others. 
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a master class with the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music and conducted 
their spring production of Così fan 
tutte in 2012. Recent and upcoming 
engagements include Nutcracker and 
L’Elisir d’Amore at the Teatro di San 
Carlo in Naples, new productions 
of Rigoletto at Palermo’s Teatro 
Massimo Idomeneo at the Theater 
Lübeck in Germany, a return to Berlin 
for Carmen, Il Barbiere di Siviglia at 
Barcelona’s Gran Teatre del Liceu, 
Madama Butterfly in Bari, Carmen in 
Menorca, and Turandot at the Bregenz 
Festival. 

JOHN CAIRD
(Edmonton, 
Canada)
Director
Tony Award-winning 
stage director John 
Caird makes his San 
Francisco Opera 

debut with La Bohème in 2014. He is 
an honorary associate director of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company, a regular 
guest director at the National Theatre, 
and principal guest director of the 
Royal Dramatic Theatre, Stockholm. 
Caird’s production of Daddy Long Legs, 
with music and lyrics by Paul Gordon, 
is currently touring the U.S. and 
Canada. It had its Japanese language 
premiere for the TOHO Company at 
Theatre Crié in Tokyo in 2012 and was 
revived there in January 2013. In May 
2013, Caird’s production of Puccini’s 
Tosca opened at Los Angeles Opera. 
Caird also opened a new production 
of Parsifal at the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago this year. In December 2013 
Caird’s new Christmas musical Little 
Miss Scrooge, co-written with Paul 
Gordon and Sam Caird, received 
its premiere. His other recent work 
includes a new production of Romeo 
and Juliet at Dramaten in Stockholm, 

a new production of Don Giovanni at 
Welsh National Opera, Previn’s Brief 
Encounter and Tosca at Houston Grand 
Opera, and Candide in Tokyo. Caird’s 
book Theatre Craft, an encyclopedic 
companion for the professional 
director, was published in March 2010 
by Faber and Faber in London and 
New York.

DAVID FARLEY
Production Designer
Tony Award-nominated designer 
David Farley makes his San Francisco 
Opera debut with his set and costume 
designs for La Bohème, which have 
also been seen at Houston Grand 
Opera and Toronto’s Canadian 
Opera Company. His recent work 
includes The White Whale for Slung 
Low in Leeds; Little Miss Scrooge 
at the Rubicon Theatre; Snapshots 
at Goodspeed Opera House in 
Connecticut; The Turn of the Screw 
for New York City Opera; Terrible 
Advice at London’s Menier Chocolate 
Factory; Dialogues des Carmélites at 
the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, London; La Cage Aux Folles on 
London’s West End and Broadway; Kiss 
Me, Kate at the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival; Oklahoma! at Chichester 
Festival Theatre; A Little Night Music 
at London’s Garrick Theatre; and 
Sweeney Todd in Dublin. He was 
nominated for Tony Awards for best 
costume and set design for Sunday in 
the Park with George and also received 
an Outer Critics Circle Award, Olivier 
Award, and Evening Standard Best 
Design Award. 

MICHAEL JAMES CLARK
Lighting Designer
Michael James Clark makes his San 
Francisco Opera debut with his 
designs for La Bohème. He served as a 
member of the lighting department at 
Santa Fe Opera for seven seasons and 
is currently the lighting associate for 
Houston Grand Opera. His designs for 
that company include Die Fledermaus, 
Aida, La Bohème, Il Trovatore, La 
Traviata, The Rape of Lucretia, The 
Marriage of Figaro, Madama Butterfly, 
Cruzar la Cara de la Luna/To Cross the 
Face of the Moon, Tosca, and Rigoletto. 
In 2010, he lit Sondheim’s A Little 
Night Music at Rice University’s 
Shepherd School of Music and in 
2011 he returned for L’Incoronazione di 
Poppea. He holds a bachelor›s degree 
in lighting design from North Carolina 
School of the Arts.

IAN ROBERTSON
(Dundee, Scotland)
Chorus Director
Recipient of the 
2012 San Francisco 
Opera Medal, Ian 
Robertson has been 
chorus director 

and conductor with San Francisco 
Opera since 1987, having prepared 
more than 300 productions for the 
Company. He was awarded the Olivier 
Messiaen Foundation Prize in 2003 
for his artistic contribution to the 
preparation of the Company’s North 
American premiere of Saint François 
d’Assise. Robertson has also conducted 
nine main-stage productions with 
the Company. Other North American 
opera credits include productions with 
Sarasota Opera, Edmonton Opera, 
and Philadelphia’s Curtis Opera 
Theatre. Before joining San Francisco 
Opera, Robertson was head of music 
and chorus director of Scottish Opera. 
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Sonoma State University • 5th Avenue Theatre • ACT Theatre • Book-It Repertory Theatre • Broadway Center 
for the Performing Arts • Pacific Northwest Ballet • Paramount 
& Moore Theatres • Seattle Children’s Theatre • Seattle 
Men’s Chorus • Seattle Opera • Seattle Repertory Theatre  
Seattle Shakespeare Company • Seattle Symphony • Seattle 
Women’s Chorus  Tacoma City Ballet • Tacoma Philharmonic 
• Taproot Theatre • UW World Series at Meany Hall • Village 
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SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086958 | $1,150,000
Ideal pied-a-terre in Cow Hollow. World Class Views from shared Roof 
Deck. 2bd/1ba. Renovated 1912 Edwardian.  3134ScottStreet.com
Gael Bruno 415.901.1747

SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086950 | $3,850,000
Exquisite 4bd/2.5ba Victorian home with extraordinary light. Designer 
style, ideal floor plan. Easy access to deck/garden. 2-parking.
Janet Feinberg Schindler 415.265.5994

SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086934 | $3,200,000
2bd/2.5ba floor plan with expansive windows and sweeping views, 
5-star hotel amenities. StRegis38B.com
Gregg Lynn 415.901.1780

SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086909 | $5,850,000
Captivating masterpiece, 4bd/5ba, breathtaking Bay to GG Bridge 
views. 2-car parking, doorman. Russianhillmodernmasterpiece.com
Caroline Kahn Werboff 415.296.2210

SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086944 | $4,600,000
Picturesque remodeled Victorian. 4bd+ office/4 full ba/2 half ba. Family Pent-
Room with views, gourmet kitchen, deck, yard, 2 parking.  1812Lyon.com 
Carrie B. Goodman, Lisa G. Miller 415.901.1797

San Francisco Brokerage  117 Greenwich Street,  San Francisco, CA 94111 .  T: 415.901.1700  
Wine Country Brokerage  25 East Napa Street,  Sonoma, CA 95476 . T: 707.935.2288
JEFFREY G. GIBSON | Vice President & Managing Broker | sothebyshomes.com/norcal

Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) 
service marks used with permission.  Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.

SAN FRANCISCO
web: 0086720 | Price Upon Request
Stylish 3bd/3.5ba co-op. Contemporary interiors and iconic views. 
Doorman. Deck. 3-car parking. PacHtsViewCoop.com
Janet Feinberg Schindler 415.265.5994

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the 
benefits available through us alone.

Untitled-32   1 10/6/14   11:51 AM

http://www.sothebyshomes.com/norcal




Young Professionals
aT San FrancIScO OPERA

San FrancIScO OPera has two fantastic opportunities for young professionals between the ages of 21–40 to become more
involved with opera. Whether you’re interested in discounted tickets, invitations to Final Dress rehearsals or exclusive events,
there’s something for everyone! Find out more about our young patron program, BRAVO! CLuB, and our young donor program,
Orpheus at San Francisco Opera below.

San Francisco Opera’s BRAVO! CLuB is a group of young
adults dedicated to building a new audience for San Francisco
Opera. Founded in 1991, BraVO! cLUB has an annual
membership of over 700 Bay area professionals and hosts a
variety of educational and performance-related events in support
of San Francisco Opera. If you enjoy opera, or have always wanted
to learn more, BraVO! cLUB offers you a chance to experience
San Francisco Opera with other arts lovers aged 21–40.

diSCOuntEd tiCkEtS: 
BraVO! Tix offers members the
opportunity to purchase $50
Orchestra and $35 Dress circle seats.

FREE AdMiSSiOn: 
BraVO! hosts a number of social
and educational events
throughout the year. 

ExCLuSiVE inVitAtiOnS:
celebrate the new season of
Opera at BraVO! cLUB’s annual
Opening night Gala. 

2014 BRAVO Board of directors
Lauren Groff, President

anna aleksandrova, adam arthur Bier, Kyle Brisby, 
Shannon eliot, Sacha Feinman, James Lee, 
Benjamin russell Osgood, S. B. hadley Wilson

Orpheus at San Francisco Opera connects young donors who
share a passion for opera. Some of us attended the opera with
our families, and some of us had never set foot in an opera
house until we were adults; but what unites us is our desire to
invest in this great company, inspire and lead the “next
generation” of opera patrons, and learn more about the inner
workings of this magnificent art form.

GREAt PERkS: Join us for networking opportunities with fellow
young opera fans, private luncheons with artistic staff, backstage
tours, and VIP seating at events like Opera at the Ballpark.

MAxiMizE yOuR iMPACt: Members receive a matching gift
(generously provided by Ben & Marina nelson, as well as additional
support from Soo & raj Venkatesan and the Koret Foundation),
bringing them up to the $3,000 Founder level of the Medallion
Society. Depending on your age, you could be eligible for up to a
5-to-1 match for your charitable gift.

AdditiOnAL BEnEFitS:
Medallion Society
concierge ticket service,
invitations to exclusive
Medallion Society events,
and invitations to three
Final Dress rehearsals
per season.

For more information or to join, 
please contact Sandra chien at 

(415) 551-6393 or schien@sfopera.com.

BRAVO! CLuB ORPhEuS

sfopera.com/BRAVO sfopera.com/Orpheus
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ADMINISTRATION
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA
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ARTISTIC AND MUSIC PLANNING
Sean Waugh, Artistic Planning Manager 
DeAnna Sherer, Music Planning 

Manager
John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff 

Valentina Simi, Artist Services 
Coordinator and Assistant to the 
Music Director

Manuela Galindo, Contracts and 
Accommodations Assistant

Steven White, Music Librarian/ Chorus 
Librarian

MUSIC STAFF
Lydia Brown, Dennis Doubin, Peter 

Grunberg, Bryndon Hassman, 
Jonathan Khuner, Vito Lombardi, 
Joseph Marcheso, Robert 
Mollicone, Matthew Piatt, Tamara 
Sanikidze, Insun Suh

Noah Lindquist, Sun Ha Yoon, Adler 
Fellows

LANGUAGE COACHES
Alessandra Cattani, Italian

COMMUNICATIONS 
Julia Inouye, Associate Director of 

Communications
Micah Standley, Editor
Robin Freeman, Communications 

Manager
Ann Farris, Archive Volunteer 

Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT 
Nathan Berneman, Associate to the 

Chief Development Officer

ADMINISTRATIVE AND DONOR 
SERVICES

David Odenkirchen, Director of 
Development Operations

Jess Levy, Operations and Process 
Manager

Kathleen Esselstyn, Gift 
Acknowledgment Coordinator

Leela Krishnan, Development Services 
Coordinator

Chivly Krouch, Gift Processing 
Coordinator

ANNUAL GIVING
Nicola Rees, Director of Annual Giving
Randi Paul, Annual Giving Manager
Roya Clune, Annual Giving Associate

CORPORATE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
GIVING

Donna Batson, Director of Foundation 
and Government Relations

Chris Wybenga, Institutional and 
Legacy Giving Associate

ENDOWMENT AND LEGACY 
GIVING

Mark Jones, Director of Endowment 
and Legacy Giving

Mandala Pham, Legacy Giving Officer

INDIVIDUAL AND LEADERSHIP 
GIVING

Andrew Morgan, Director of Individual 
and Leadership Giving

Sue Ramsay, Senior Leadership Giving 
Officer

Joo Eun Lee, Individual Giving Officer
Andrew Maguire, Director of Donor 

Stewardship
Karman Ferrell Pave, Director of 

Special Events
Katie Cagampan, Special Events 

Manager
Lisa Bordachar, Prospect Research 

Manager
Sandra Chien, Individual and 

Leadership Giving Associate

PRINCIPAL GIVING
Judith Frankel, Director of Principal 

Giving
Lynn Vear, Senior Principal Giving 

Officer
Derek Lance, Principal Giving Associate

EDUCATION
Dolores DeStefano, Assistant Director 

of Education
Charles Chip McNeal, Curriculum and 

Program Specialist
Joseph Castañeda, School Programs 

Associate
Julia Petraglia, Community Programs 

Coordinator
Rebecca Scott, School Programs 

Administrator
Hector Armienta, Erin Bregman, 

Joshua Raoul Brody, Robert 
Chastain, Danny Clay, Joseph 
Colombo, Hannah Dworkin, Lisa 
Edsall Giglio, Lua Hadar, Carla 
Lucero, Rosalyn Nash, Virginia 
Nichols, Steven Sven Olbash, 
Aaron Pike, Emily Shisko, Alex 
Stein, Alyssa Stone, Christopher 
Street, Matthew Wolka, Teaching 
Artists

Ryan Engstrom, Intern

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
Linda Steenman, Assistant to the 

General Director
Claire Padien-Havens, Administrative 

Assistant to the Executive Offices & 
Board of Directors

Eliza Fox, Receptionist/ Administrative 
Assistant

David Gockley 
General Director

Nicola Luisotti 
Music Director 
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

Patrick Summers 
Principal Guest Conductor

Giuseppe Finzi 
Resident Conductor

Jon Finck 
Director of Communications and Public Affairs

Jennifer Good 
Interim Director of Production

Jon Gossett 
Chief Development Officer

Gregory Henkel 
Director of Artistic and Music Planning

Marcia Lazer 
Director of Marketing

Matthew Shilvock 
Associate General Director

Michael Simpson 
Director of Finance and Administration/CFO

Jarrod Bell 
Chief Information Officer

Sheri Greenawald 
Opera Center Director

Elkhanah Pulitzer 
Director of Programming, The Wilsey Center for Opera

Kristen Jones 
Director of Audience Engagement

Jessica Koplos 
Director of Electronic Media

Daniele McCartan* 
Costume Director

Ruth Nott 
Director of Education

Teri Xavier 
Director of Human Resources
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FINANCE
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager
Christopher Tom, Controller
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant
Elaine Quan, Senior Accountant
Linda Rodriguez, Senior Accountant
Gracie Tang, Senior Accountant
Annabella Tam, Payroll Administrator

HUMAN RESOURCES
Elysse Jimenez, Human Resources 

Coordinator

INFORMATION SERVICES
Mark Wladika, Internet and 

E-Commerce Manager
Sapna Patel, Business Process 

Improvement Manager
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator
Steve Long, Network & Systems 

Administrator
Porter Venn, Database Analyst
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst

MARKETING
Valerie York, Associate Director of 

Marketing
Chi-Hsuan Yang, Marketing Analyst
Kathryn Appleton, Marketing Manager, 

Subscriptions
Genevieve Neumuth, Marketing 

Manager, New Audiences, BRAVO! 
Club, & Special Events

Pamela Sevilla, Marketing Manager, 
Single Tickets

Ted Schaller, Marketing Associate, Web 
Content & Social Media

Megan Coss, Marketing Coordinator, 
Subscriptions

Elisabeth Morgan, Marketing 
Coordinator, Single Tickets

Tanya Grant, Data Entry

BOX OFFICE
Mark Sackett, Box Office Manager, 

Treasurer
Marcella Bastiani, Medallion Society 

Concierge Manager
Jessica Fauver, Assistant Box Office 

Manager, First Assistant Treasurer
Emily Tilles, Subscriptions Manager, 

Assistant Treasurer
Jennifer Hughes, Rebecca Page, 

Assistant Treasurers
Ruth Van Slyke, Telephone Sales 

Manager
Roberto Bonilla, Gillian Eichenberger, 

Khalil El-Kareh, Beverlee G. Hassid, 
Kyle Minor, Jennifer Pollack, Kristin 
Reyda, Telephone Sales Assistants

FRONT OF HOUSE
Eric Colby, House Manager
George Windstrup, Head Usher
Russell Dado, Laurent Dela Cruz, 

Martin Dias, Starsky Dias, 
Marialice Dockus, Karen Horvath, 
Elaine Kawasaki, Eileen Keremitsis, 
Bill Laschuk, Sharon Lee, Lenore 
Long, Doug Luyendyk, Dale 
Nedelco, Wayne Noel, Beth Norris, 

Jan Padover, Julie Peck, Robert 
Remple, Bill Repp, Rilla Reynolds, 
Joe Savin, Kelly Smith, Tom Taffel, 
Richard Wagner, Steve Weiss, 
JoAnne Westfall, Ushers

Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid

OPERA SHOP
Jay Stebley, Retail Manager
Karen Topp, Assistant Manager 

MEDIA
Jessica Shown-Morgan, Media 

Coordinator
Jeremy Patfield, Media Administrator
Jooyeon Ahn, Michelle Bueno, Robyn 

Graham, Anna Calvo Rosenstone, 
Interns

MUSIC OPERATIONS
Clifford Cranna, Dramaturg
Brett Wesner, Artistic Assistant 

CHORUS AND BALLET
Ian Robertson, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus 

Master
Jim Meyer, Chorus and Dance Manager
Mary Finch, Assistant Chorus Manager/ 

Chorus Librarian
Emily Adams, Ballet Pianist

ORCHESTRA  
Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian
Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager
Timothy Spears, Assistant Orchestra 

Librarian/ Assistant Orchestra 
Manager

PRODUCTION 
* Senior Production Staff Member

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION
David Steiner, Production 

Administration and Facility Director*
Lee Helms, Interim Assistant Director 

of Production*
Paul Dana, Support Services 

Coordinator
Arsène Longuelé, Senior Production 

Accountant
Joshua D. O’Malley, Production 

Administrative Assistant

AUDIO
Doug Mitchell, Master Audio/Video 

Engineer
Ziggy Tomcich, Assistant Master Audio/

Video Engineer

CARPENTRY
David Hatch, Master Carpenter
Mark Baumann, Assistant Master 

Carpenter

COSTUME DEPARTMENT
Christopher Verdosci, Assistant 

Costume Director
David Doré, Senior Production 

Accountant

Amy Ashton-Keller, Master Draper
Irene Murray, Star Rabinowitz, Senior 

Cutters
Sally Thomas, Senior Tailor
Cheryl Mennen, Cutter
Carol Wood, Gillian Haratani, Lisa 

Angback, Assistant Cutters
Kristen Eiden, Santiago Suanes, First 

Hands
Jai Alltizer, Senior Production Supervisor
Kristi Johnson, Production Supervisor
Manuel Gutierrez, Production 

Coordinator
Paula Wheeler, Senior Milliner
Amy Van Every, Senior Dyer
Jersey McDermott, Senior Craft Artisan
Nicole Diascenti, Junior Workroom 

Assistant
Alexandra Leon, Production Assistant 

ELECTRICS
Leon Parsons, Master Electrician
Michael Anderson, Assistant Master 

Electrician
Maria T. Mendoza, Projection 

Coordinator
Erik Docktor, Projection Programmer

FIGHT DIRECTION
Dave Maier, Fight Director

LIGHTING
Gary Marder, Resident Lighting 

Designer*
Eric Furbish, Sarah Tundermann, 

Assistant Lighting Designers
Erika Johnson, Gilbert V. Hemsley, Jr. 

Lighting Intern 
Clayton Van Winkle, Lighting Intern

PROPERTIES
Lori Harrison, Master of Properties
John Del Bono, Assistant Master of 

Properties

SCENE SHOP
Rodney Armanino, Carpentry Shop 

Foreman
Dale Haugo, Scenic Artist in Charge

STAGING STAFF
Darin Burnett, Interim Production 

Stage Manager
Lawrence Pech, Dance Master
Lisa Anderson, Darin Burnett, Gina 

Hays, Rachel Henneberry, Lisa-
Marie Shuster, Stage Managers

Jose Maria Condemi, E. Reed Fisher, 
Shawna Lucey, Roy Rallo, Morgan 
Robinson, Lisa-Marie Shuster, 
Assistant Stage Directors

Lisa Anderson, Sarah Bingel, Darin 
Burnett, Gina Hays, Rachel 
Henneberry, Andrew G. Landis, 
Shawna Lucey, Jimmy Marcheso, 
Thea Railey, Lisa-Marie Shuster, 
Assistant Stage Managers

TECHNICAL DIRECTION
Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety 

Director*
Ryan O’Steen, Assistant Technical 

Director

WARDROBE
Geoffry M. Craig, Wardrobe Head
Cynthia Fusco, Robert Horek, José 

Téllez Ponce, Catherine Verdier, 
Assistants

WIG AND MAKEUP
Jeanna Parham, Head of Department
Susan E. Stone, Assistant Head of 

Department
Marcelo Donari, First Assistant
Vicky Martinez, First Assistant
Jessica McGinty, Second Assistant
Richard Battle, Marcelo Donari, 

Denise Gutierrez, Linda Magarian, 
William Stewart Jones, Kerry Rider-
Kuhn, Melanie Birch, Karalynne 
Fiebig, Tim Santry, Susan E. Stone, 
Principal Make-up Artists

Judith Disbrow, William Stewart Jones, 
Richard Battle, Melanie Birch, 
Foremen

Melanie Birch, Rick Burns, Denise 
Gutierrez, Monica Maka, Vicky 
Martinez, Toby Mayer, Connie 
Strayer, Robert Mrazik, Karalynne 
Fiebig,  Pat Polen, Andrea Pino, 
Lisa Patno, Journeymen

Sarah Coy, Jakey Hicks, Christina 
Martin, Sophia Smith, Mary Still, 
Jessica McGinty, Associates 

REHEARSAL
Marin Venturi, Rehearsal Department 

Director
Kali Wilson, Rehearsal Administrator
Trey Costerisan, Rehearsal Assistant 

and Supernumeraries Coordinator
Ellen Presley, Rehearsal Assistant and 

Merola Scheduler
Jeff Dittmer, Rehearsal Assistant

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER
Mark Morash, Director of Musical 

Studies
Chris Bragg, Administrative Director
Karen Jine, Company Manager
Jo Ann McStravick, Artists’ Services and 

Auditions Administrator
Cesar Ulloa, Master Voice Teacher

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical 
Adviser

Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel
Armanino LLP, Independent Public 

Accountants
Y.A. Tittle and Associates, Insurance 

Brokers
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer

Yamaha is the Official Piano of San 
Francisco Opera

Pianos supplied by Music Exchange
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ORCHESTRA
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Kay Stern
Concertmaster

Laura Albers
Associate Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox
Assistant Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho
First Violin

Dawn Harms
First Violin

Mariya Borozina
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano
First Violin

Wenyi Shih
First Violin

Regular Substitute

Robin Hansen
First Violin

Regular Substitute

Jeremy Preston
Principal

Second Violin

Martha Simonds
Associate Principal

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara
Assistant Principal

Second Violin

Eva Karasik
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena
Second Violin

Gerard Svazlian
Second Violin

Linda Deutsch
Second Violin

Craig Reiss
Second Violin

Joseph Edelberg
Second Violin

Regular Substitute

Carla Maria Rodrigues
Principal 

Viola

Sergey Rakitchenkov
Associate Principal

Viola

Paul Nahhas
Assistant Principal

Viola

Patricia Heller
Viola

Jonna Hervig
Viola

Natalia Vershilova
Viola

Joy Fellows
Viola

David Kadarauch
Principal 

Cello

Thalia Moore
Associate Principal

Cello

Nora Pirquet
Associate Principal

Cello

Emil Miland
Cello

Victoria Ehrlich
Cello

Ruth Lane
Cello

Joseph Lescher
Principal 

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle
Associate Principal

Bass

Company headshots November 2014_Headshotpages  10/28/14  10:52 AM  Page 1
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Not pictured: Lev Rankov, First Violin; Eric Sung, Cello, Regular Substitute
Most photos by John Martin

Steven D’Amico
Assistant Principal

Bass

Shinji Eshima
Bass

Mark Drury
Bass

Julie McKenzie
Principal

Flute

Patricia Farrell
Flute

Stephanie McNab
Flute & Piccolo

Mingjia Liu
Principal

Oboe

Deborah Henry
Assistant Principal

Oboe

Janet Popesco
Archibald

Oboe & English Horn

Deborah Shidler
Oboe

Regular Substitute

Jose Gonzalez
Granero

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler
Assistant Principal

Clarinet

Anthony Striplen
Clarinet & 

Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier
Principal 
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill
Bassoon

Michael Severance
Bassoon &

Contrabassoon

Kevin Rivard
Co-Principal 

Horn

Christopher Cooper
Acting Co-Principal

Horn

Keith Green
Horn

Brian McCarty
Horn

Lawrence Ragent
Horn

Adam Luftman
Principal 
Trumpet

William Holmes
Trumpet

John Pearson
Trumpet

Samuel Schlosser
Principal Trombone

Donald Kennelly
Trombone

David Ridge
Trombone & 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt
Timpani

Richard Kvistad
Principal Percussion &

Associate Timpani

Patricia Niemi
Percussion

Olga Ortenberg
Rakitchenkov

Harp

Tracy Davis
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick
Librarian

Timothy Spears
Assistant Orchestra

Manager & Librarian

SAN FRANCISCO ORCHESTRA CONTINuED
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Chester Pidduck
Tenor

Colby Roberts
Tenor

Sigmund Seigel
Tenor

Dan Stanley
Tenor

Alexander Taite
Tenor

Andrew Truett
Tenor

Richard Walker
Tenor

Kathleen Bayler
Soprano

Sara Colburn
Soprano

Dvora Djoraev
Soprano

Mary Finch
Soprano

Ann Hughes
Soprano

Claire Kelm
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio
Soprano

Rachelle Perry
Soprano

Virginia Pluth
Soprano

Carole Schaffer
Soprano

Mitzie Kay Weiner
Soprano

Roberta Bowman
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell
Mezzo-Soprano

Joy Graham
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Munro
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Porter
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Rice
Mezzo-Soprano

Shelley Seitz
Mezzo-Soprano

Claudia Siefer
Mezzo-Soprano

Donna Turchi
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle
Tenor

Alan Cochran
Tenor

Chris Corley
Tenor

Daniel Harper
Tenor

Christopher Jackson
Tenor

Phillip Pickens
Tenor

REGULAR CHORUS 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA
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Torlef Borsting
Baritone

Frank Daniels
Baritone

Leave of Absence

Henryk De Rewenda
Bass

Leave of Absence

Cameron Henley
Baritone

Ken Johnson
Baritone

David Kekuewa
Baritone

Bojan Knežević
Bass

David Bier Brook Broughton Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Michael Kruzich Michael Levine Chiharu Shibata

Most photos by John Martin. 
Carole Schaffer and Claudia Siefer photos by Pamela Dale.

Frederick Matthews
Baritone

Jim Meyer
Bass

William O’Neill
Bass

William Pickersgill
Bass

Valery Portnov
Bass

Ken Rafanan
Baritone

Michael Rogers
Baritone

CORPS DANCERS
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA REGULAR CHORUS CONTINuED

Jere Torkelsen
Baritone

Company headshots November 2014_Headshotpages  10/27/14  9:35 PM  Page 4

     encoreartsprograms.com   61



Ian Robertson, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master
Jim Meyer, Chorus and Dance Manager
Mary Finch, Assistant Chorus Manager/ 
Chorus Librarian

REGULAR CHORUS
Kathleen Bayler
Roberta Bowman
Janet Campbell
Sara Colburn 
Dvora Djoraev
Mary Finch
Joy Graham
Claudia Haider 
Ann Hughes
Claire Kelm
Elisabeth Rom Lucio
Sally Mouzon
Sally Porter Munro
Erin Neff
Rachelle Perry
Virginia Pluth
Laurel Porter
Laurel Rice
Shelley Seitz
Carole Schaffer
Donna Turchi
Mitzie Weiner

C. Michael Belle 
Torlef Borsting*
Alan Cochran
Chris Corley
Frank Daniels†
Henryk De Rewenda†
Daniel Harper
Cameron Henley
Christopher Jackson*
Ken Johnson
David Kekuewa
Bojan Knežević*
Frederick Matthews
Jim Meyer
William O’Neill*
Phillip Pickens
William Pickersgill 
Chester Pidduck*
Valery Portnov
Ken Rafanan
Colby Roberts*
Michael Rogers
Sigmund Seigel
Dan Stanley
Alexander Taite
Jere Torkelsen* 
Andrew Truett 
Richard Walker

†leave of absence
*appears in a solo role

EXTRA CHORUS     
Buffy Baggott
Angela Cadelago
Greta Feeney
Eileen Meredith
Angela Moser
Aimée Puentes
Nicole Takesono

Thomas Hart
Tom Reed
Pedro Rodelas
Alfredo Rodriguez
Michael Taylor
Peter J. Tuff

ARTISTS
Raymond Aceto 
Hadleigh Adams‡ 
Julie Adams*‡ 
Anna Caterina Antonacci 
René Barbera* 
Jamie Barton* 
Ryan Belongie† 
Giorgio Berrugi* 
Marco Berti 
Andrew Bidlack† 
Angela Brower 
Fabio Capitanucci 
Carlos Chausson* 
Jennifer Check* 
Scott Conner* 
Catherine Cook† 
Sasha Cooke 
Anthony Roth Costanzo* 
Stephen Costello 
Leah Crocetto† 
David Daniels 
Danielle De Niese 
John Del Carlo 
Ellie Dehn† 
Mark Delavan† 
Karine Deshayes* 
Julianna Di Giacomo* 
Michael Fabiano 
Greg Fedderly 
A.J. Glueckert‡ 
Susan Graham 
Lianna Haroutounian* 
Thomas Hampson† 
Suzanne Hendrix 
Bryan Hymel* 
Brian Jagde† 
Erin Johnson‡ 
Brandon Jovanovich 
Joo Won Kang† 
Daveda Karanas† 
Laura Krumm† 
James Kryshak* 
Kate Lindsey 
Daniela Mack† 
Eric Magiore* 
Megan Marino* 
Alexey Markov* 
Timothy Mix 
Brian Mulligan 
Andrey Nemzer* 

Lisette Oropesa 
Jacqueline Piccolino‡ 
Luca Pisaroni 
Patricia Racette† 
Sondra Radvanovsky 
Sarah Shafer 
Alek Shrader† 
Nadine Sierra† 
Phillip Skinner† 
Philippe Sly‡ 
Efraín Solís‡ 
Joel Sorensen 
Heidi Stober 
Zanda Švēde‡ 
Stacey Tappan 
Russell Thomas* 
Dale Travis† 
Maria Valdes*‡ 
Ramón Vargas 
Christian Van Horn 
Alexia Voulgaridou* 
Dolora Zajick†

CONDUCTORS
Christian Curnyn* 
Riccardo Frizza 
Karen Kamensek* 
Jesús López-Cobos 
Nicola Luisotti 
Donald Runnicles 
Patrick Summers

DIRECTORS
Christopher Alden 
John Caird* 
Michael Cavanagh 
Jose Maria Condemi† 
Gregory Fortner* 
Robin Guarino* 
David McVicar 
Kevin Newbury 
Francesca Zambello

PRODUCTION DESIGNERS
Thierry Bosquet 
David Farley* 
Jean-Pierre Ponnelle

SET DESIGNERS
Peter Davison 
Es Devlin* 

David Korins 
Andrew Lieberman* 
Erhard Rom

COSTUME DESIGNERS
John Conklin 
Jess Goldstein 
Jessica Jahn* 
Moritz Junge* 
Jon Morrell* 
Michael Yeargan

LIGHTING DESIGNERS
Michael James Clark 
Wolfgang Göbbel 
Gary Marder 
Mark McCullough 
Adam Silverman 
Pia Virolainen* 
D.M. Wood*

CHOREOGRAPHER
Lawrence Pech

PROJECTION DESIGNER
S. Katy Tucker

** U.S. opera debut 
*   San Francisco Opera debut 
 
† = Former Adler Fellow 
‡ = Current Adler Fellow 
 = Merola Opera Program 
participant (past or present) 
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FIRST VIOLIN
Kay Stern, Concertmaster
Laura Albers*, Associate Concertmaster
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster
Jennifer Cho
Dawn Harms
Mariya Borozina
Lev Rankov
Barbara Riccardi
Leonid Igudesman
Asuka Annie Yano
Wenyi Shih**
Robin Hansen**

SECOND VIOLIN
Jeremy Preston, Principal
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal
Beni Shinohara, Assistant Principal
Eva Karasik
Leslie Ludena
Gerard Svazlian†
Linda Deutsch Twohy
Craig Reiss 
Joseph Edelberg**

VIOLA
Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal
Sergey Rakitchenkov*, Associate Principal
Paul Nahhas, Assistant Principal
Patricia Heller
Jonna Hervig
Natalia Vershilova
Joy Fellows

CELLO
David Kadarauch, Principal
Thalia Moore*, Associate Principal
Nora Pirquet, Acting Assistant Principal
Emil Miland
Victoria Ehrlich
Ruth Lane
Eric Sung**

BASS
Joseph Lescher, Principal
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal
Steven D’Amico, Assistant Principal
Shinji Eshima
Mark Drury

FLUTE
Julie McKenzie, Principal
Patricia Farrell
Stephanie McNab*

PICCOLO
Stephanie McNab

OBOE
Mingjia Liu, Principal
Deborah Henry†, Assistant Principal
Deborah Shidler**
Janet Popesco Archibald

ENGLISH HORN
Janet Popesco Archibald

CLARINET
Jose Gonzalez Granero, Principal
Joanne Burke Eisler*, Assistant Principal
Anthony Striplen

BASS CLARINET
Anthony Striplen

BASSOON
Rufus Olivier, Principal
Daniel MacNeill*
Michael Severance

CONTRABASSOON
Michael Severance

HORN
Kevin Rivard, Co-Principal
Christopher Cooper**, Co-Principal
Keith Green
Brian McCarty
Lawrence Ragent

TRUMPET
Adam Luftman, Principal
William Holmes
John Pearson*

TROMBONE
Samuel Schlosser, Principal
Donald Kennelly
David Ridge

TUBA/CIMBASSO
Zachariah Spellman

TIMPANI
John Burgardt

PERCUSSION
Richard Kvistad, Principal/Associate Timpani
Patricia Niemi

HARP
Olga Rakitchenkov

LIBRARIAN
Carrie Weick
Timothy Spears, Assistant

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Tracy Davis
Timothy Spears, Assistant

Nicola Luisotti, Music Director 
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

Patrick Summers, Principal Guest Conductor
Giuseppe Finzi, Resident Conductor

* Principal for one or more season operas
† Leave of absence
** Season substitute

Lawrence Pech, Dance Master

Brook Broughton†
Blanche Hampton†
Rachel Speidel Little
Chiharu Shibata†

David Bier†
Ikolo Griffin
Bryan Ketron†
Michael Kruzich†
Michael Levine†
Jekyns Pelaez

† Tenured

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and ap-
preciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, craftsmen, and craftswomen 
greatly contribute to our performances:

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS, LOCAL 6

AMERICAN GUILD OF MUSICAL ARTISTS, INC.

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRICAL STAGE 
EMPLOYEES,  LOCAL 16

THEATRICAL WARDROBE UNION, LOCAL 784,  
I.A.T.S.E.

MAKE-UP ARTISTS AND HAIR STYLISTS UNION, 
LOCAL 706, I.A.T.S.E.

THE ART DIRECTORS GUILD & SCENIC, TITLE AND 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS LOCAL 800

UNITED SCENIC ARTISTS LOCAL USA – 829, 
I.A.T.S.E.

BOX OFFICE AND FRONT OF HOUSE  
EMPLOYEES UNION, LOCAL B-18
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LEAdERShiP CiRCLE donors provide the greatest level of support to San Francisco Opera. These philanthropically inspired patrons have a significant
impact on the annual success of the Opera’s programs and set the standard for Medallion Society membership. company Sponsors are donors who
have made a cash gift of $1,000,000 or more to the San Francisco Opera association in the past year. We are privileged to recognize our Leadership
donors’ generosity for performance years 2013 and 2014 (recorded from august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014). Please note that we have made
every effort to ensure that our lists of supporters are up-to-date. It is possible that a name may have been misspelled or omitted. If so, accept our
sincere apology. Please notify our Development Department at (415) 565-6401 so that we may make the appropriate change to our records.

ChAiRMAn’S CiRCLE
$500,000 TO $999,999
Roberta & David Elliott
Leslie & George Hume
San Francisco Opera Guild
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Traitel A

Anonymous (1)

PRESidEnt’S CiRCLE
$250,000 TO $499,999
Flo Bryan
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Mr. & Mrs. Burgess Jamieson
Mr. Maurice Kanbar
Dianne & Tad Taube
Thomas & Barbara Wolfe

diAMOnd CiRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Robert Mailer Anderson &

Nicola Miner A

Helen Berggruen
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Athena & Timothy Blackburn A

Robert & Laura Cory
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran
Ray* & Dagmar Dolby A

Mary & Nicholas Graves
Hellman Foundation
John & Sylvia Hughes
Joan & Irwin Jacobs Fund of the

San Diego Jewish Community
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries A

Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Johnson A

Jennifer Coslett MacCready
The MacNaughton Family

Foundation A

J. Landis & Sharon Martin
Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
The Oshman Family 

Foundation
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
Betty & Jack Schafer
Anonymous (1)

PLAtinuM CiRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Baer
Mrs. Rachael Balyeat A

Mr. & Mrs. Joachim Bechtle A

Dawn Yates Black
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Peter & Jane Carpenter
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Robert & Julie Dickson
Carol & Dixon Doll A

Concepción S. & 
Irwin Federman

Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Richard & Elizabeth Fullerton

Family Foundation
Bruce W. Hyman, in honor of

Toni Landels Hyman
Barbara K. Jackson
Stephen & Choongja Kahng
Joseph D. Keegan Ph.D
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern
William & Gretchen Kimball Fund A

Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Debby & Peter A. Magowan A

Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mrs. James K. McWilliams A

Gladyne K. Mitchell & 
Holbrook T. Mitchell 

Sara & Bill Morgan
Nancy S. Mueller
Hiro & Betty* Ogawa A

Anne B. Popkin
Pamela & Richard Rigg A

Mr. George R. Roberts A

Charles P. Russell

Roselyne C. Swig A

Soo & Raj Venkatesan
Sharon & Clark Winslow
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James
Anonymous (2)

GOLd CiRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Mr. & Mrs. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.A

Darla & Richard Bastoni A

Mr. & Mrs. Fred B. Bialek
Mrs. Helen L. Bing
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens*
Edward Paul Braby, M.D.
John & Romana Bracco A

Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Paula & Bandel Carano A

Maria Cardamone & 
Gordon Paul Matthews

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. David Chamberlain
Mrs. Marion Cope A

Michéle Beigel Corash & 
Larry Corash

Alice Corning & Richard Massey
Corrigan-Walla Foundation A

Drs. John & Lois Crowe
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Shirley Davis & Paul Sack
Ms. Christina & 

Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin Warren
Annina R. Demmon
Bob Epstein & Amy Roth
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton
Mr. Peter Fenton
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr. A

Frederick P. Furth
Dr. Alper Garren
Charles D. Goodman
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves
Anne Gray
Mrs. Clelia M. Gray
Ms. Agnes Gund
Michael A. Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Jane & David Hartley
James A. Heagy, 

in memory of Jayne Heagy
Stephen & Diane Heiman
Mary & Craig Henderson
Ms. Karen J. Kubin
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna A

Noelle Leca & Michael Moradzadeh
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Lee
Bernice & John Lindstrom
Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr.
Yasmin & Oren Lukatz
Sue & Phil Marineau
Mr. Nion Tucker McEvoy A

Teresa & Mark Medearis A

Dr. Maya Meux
Don & Rene Morgan
Marina & Ben Nelson
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & 

Dr. Gerhard H. Parker
Gertrud & Harold* A. Parker
Mr. & Mrs.* William D. Rasdal
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard A

Ms. Karen Richardson & 
Mr. Jon Rubinstein

Mrs. Theodore Rosenberg A

Chandra & Michael Rudd A

Drs. Corazon & Martin Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein Duty

and Devotion Memorial Fund
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson & 

Ms. Margarita Gandia
Mrs. Joyce Stupski
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Swartz A

Barbara M. Ward & 
The Honorable Roy L. Wonder

Ronald & Emely Weissman
James & Beth Wintersteen
Ms. Sheila Wishek
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous (4)

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

COMPAny SPOnSORS
norby anderson

ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
John a. & cynthia Fry Gunn a

Franklin & catherine Johnson
edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund

Steven M. Menzies
Bernard & Barbro Osher

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem a

Phyllis c. Wattis endowment Funds
Diane B. Wilsey a

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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kRiStinA FLAnAGAn, PRESidEnt 2013–PRESEnt

CAthy MACnAuGhtOn, PRESidEnt 2008–2013
MRS. hARRy WEtzEL, PRESidEnt 1995–2003

diAnE B. WiLSEy, PRESidEnt 1988–1994 
hARRiEt MEyER QuARRé, FOundinG PRESidEnt 1983–1987 

MEdALLiOn SOCiEty members are donors who contribute $3,000 or more to San Francisco Opera. The extraordinary generosity of Medallion
Society members is a primary source of support for productions and artistic programs, arts education, and the development of young artists. We are
pleased to offer Medallion Society members a variety of benefits including priority seating, reserved parking, personalized ticket service, behind-the-
scenes visits, and an invitation to the annual Medallion Society Luncheon. San Francisco Opera gratefully acknowledges the members of the
Medallion Society for performance years 2013 and 2014 (recorded from august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014). For information on how you can
join the Medallion Society, please telephone (415) 565-6401 or visit sfopera.com/support. Please note that we have made every effort to ensure that
our lists of supporters are up-to-date. It is possible that a name may have been misspelled or omitted. If so, please accept our sincere apology and
kindly notify our Development Department at (415) 565 6440, so that we may make the appropriate change to our records. Thank you. 

SiLVER CiRCLE
$20,000 TO $24,999
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. Casey A

Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child
Dr. Nanette Gartrell & 

Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D.
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey W. Glasser
Marie & Palmer Hotz
Anne & Malcolm McHenry
Mrs. Jeffery Meyer & Wilson &

Geo. Meyer & Co.
Norman & Janet Pease
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald
Barbara & Eugene Toschi
Ann Classen Treadwell

SiLVER CiRCLE
$15,000 TO $19,999
Stefan & Nataly Arnon
Edward & Eleonore Aslanian
Andrew Ball & Corinne Winter
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer
Mr. David Bertoni
Joel & Eileen Birnbaum
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz
Carol Franc Buck A

Frances Campra
Julia Frohlich Cherry
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Ms. Jacqueline Evans
Mrs. Peter E. Haas A

Mr. & Mrs. Warner Henry
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich

Mary & Russell Johnson
Susan & Eric Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy F. Kahn
Hisashi & Diane Kajikuri
Jeannie Kaufman
Jack Klingelhofer
Tobias & Liliana Kunze Briseño
Sheila & Thomas Larsen
Mr. Norman T. Larson
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin
Mr. Alex Mehran
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Phyllis Moldaw
Ms. Alice Ames Morison & 

Dr. Oakley Hewitt
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr
Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr. &

Diana V. Rogers
Marie Kendrick Otto  Foundation
Carol Potter Peckham
Mrs. George A. Pope A

Patric & Mary Powell
Dr. & Mrs. J. Leighton Read
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Redfern-West
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Louise H. Renne & Paul A. Renne
Mrs. William C. Robison
Bob & Terri Ryan
Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & 

Barry T. Joseph
Ms. Kathleen Scutchfield
The Honorable & 

Mrs. George P. Shultz A

Dr. & Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson
Mr. & Mrs. Raj Singh
Mr. Abraham D. Sofaer
Maureen & Craig Sullivan
Drs. May Loo & William Thurston
Paul & Barbara Weiss

Diane & Howard Zack
Lida & Alejandro Zaffaroni
Peter & Donna Zuber
Ward & Diane Zumsteg
Anonymous (1)

intERMEzzO
$10,000 TO $14,999
Dr. Afsaneh Akhtari A

Ross E. Armstrong
Greer & Veronica Arthur A

Babcock Family
Mr. & Mrs. David Balabanian
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bancroft
Constance Goodyear Baron & 

Barry C. Baron, M.D.
Kathryn & Frederick Baron
Brigid S. Barton
Frank S. Bayley
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein
Jennifer & Jean-Jacques Bienaime
Arnold & Barbara Bloom
Jared & Claire Bobrow
Dr. Sean P. Bohen
Mrs. Corwin Booth
Ms. Barbara Brown A

Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos
Rike & Klaus Burmeister
Michael & Marilyn Cabak A

Mrs. John C. Callan
Frank & Pat Carrubba
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter
Jeffrey Chambers & 

Andrea Okamura
Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun
Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Leonard & Marie Collins
Michael & Jean Couch
George & Susan Crow
John Cullison & Diana Kissil
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal
Timothy D. Dattels & 

Kristine M. Johnson

MEDALLION SOCIETY

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber
John* & Bonnie Demergasso
Jan Deming & Jeff Goodby
Marvin Dennis
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli
Mrs. Peter Dinkelspiel
Donna Dubinsky & 

Leonard Shustek
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Earl
Mr*. & Mrs. Wayne L. Earl
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich
Donald & Janice Elliott
Dana & Robert Emery
Ms. Loretta Emerzian
Gary P. Encinas & 

Mr. James Wright
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman
Dori s Fisher
Sakurako & William Fisher
Dr. Julita Fong
Mr. Paul Gantz
Mr. Michael M. Garland & 

Ms. Virginia A. Coe
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &

Francisco Guevara
Henry & Dorothy Gietzen
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gill
Ione Gille, in memory of Rolf Gille
Ann & Daniel Girard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Goodrich
David & Jennifer Gorbet
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Ms. Doreen H. Y. Woo Ho
Dr. M. Henry Heines
Austin & Sara Hills
Roger & Silvija Hoag
Mr. & Mrs. Kedreth C. Hogan
Brian & Rene Hollins
Mr. Ron Holloway & 

Mr. Doug Hammerich
Patricia & Philip Jelley
Ms. Mitzi Johnson
Candace Zander Kahn
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English
Fred & Beth Karren
Barbara & Ron Kaufman
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Klaproth
Robert & Linda Klett
Theodore A. Kolb
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Kubal
Bill & Jeanne Landreth
Mr. & Mrs. William Larkin
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & 

Mr. David Laudon
K urt Latta
Mr. John E. Lee
John & Sandra Leland
Mary Lemmon
Ms. Miranda Leonard
Mark & Debra Leslie
Mr. J. S. Lichty, Jr. & 

Dr. Darryl L. Raszl
Raymond Lifchez
Sylvia R. Lindsey
Dr. Alan R. Malouf A

Lori & David Marquardt

Dr. Timothy J. Marten, M.D. & 
Ms. Mary C. Heylin

Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca A

Kevin & Susan McCabe
Mr. Patrick McCabe
Dr. Jack M. McElroy, 

Dr. Mary Ann Skidmore
George & Marie McKinney
Dennis J. McShane, M.D. &

Richard S. Gordon
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser
Diane Compagno Miller
Karl & Kristen Mills
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Ann-Marie Mix
Mr. Justin Moore
Thomas & Anne Morton
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Robert Munday & 

Evamarie Doering
Dr. Lois Levine Mundie
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Paul Nordine
Patricia Nottingham
Peggy & Boyce Nute 
Judy O’Young, M.D. & 

Gregg Hauser
Mr. David Oldroyd
Brian & Kerith Overstreet
Mr.  Gil Penchina
Neil & Elsa Pering
Marianne H. Peterson A

Maria Pitcairn A

Peggy & Peter Preuss
Dr. David Priest & 

Rev. Eric M. Nefstead
Mrs. Harriet M. Quarré
The Sarah Ratchye & 

Edward Frank Family Foundation
Angele & Michael Rice
Ms. Deborah Romer & 

Mr. William Tucker
George & Edith Rosenkranz
Barbara J. Ross
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
Mr. James Ross
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Mrs. Afie Royo
Deborah & Paul Sagues
Drs. John & Christine Sanguinetti
Michael & Gini Savage
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Schroeder
Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
Dr. Jeffrey L. Stern
Ms. Lisa J. Stevens
Inverlochy Foundation—

Daniel E. Stone Fund
Hugh Stuart Center Charitable Trust
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon
Dr. Jerome D.* & Mary K. Swalen
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei
Bob Tandler & Valli Benesch
Elisabeth Thieriot & Family A

Lucy Tompkins, M.D. & 
Stanley Falkow, M.D.

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell
Ms. Lida Urbanek

Donald & Rachel Valentine
Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek
Ms. Barbara Walkowski
Mrs. Brayton Wilbur
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong
Judith B. & Joseph Workman
Mr. & Mrs. Don B. Yates
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Zankel
Anonymous (8)

BROnzE CiRCLE
$7,500 TO $9,999
Mr. Paul B. Althouse
The James R. Bancroft Family
Ms. Marcia Bieber
Mr. Harold Blajwas & 

Dr. Alisa Burgess
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock
Drew W. Browning & Judy Brady
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff
Mary Fay
Mr. Gary A. Getz & 

Dr. Lorrie E. Clemens
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood
Judith Hunt
Ms. Mary Kay Kane
Ms. Laurie Kottmeyer
Roy Levin & Jan Thomson
David & Lillian Lieberman
Mrs. Richard P. Lieberman
Nathaniel M. Lopez
Michael F. Marmor, M.D.
Ernie Mieger
Ms. Heidi Munzinger & 

Mr. John Shott
Sally & Craig Nordlund
Frances Petrocelli & 

Charles B. Wilson
Mark Posner, M D & Steve Ng
Mrs. Jean T. Raisch
Barbara Roach
Sande Schlumberger
Mrs. Irmgard Schmid-Maybach
Mr. James R. Seitz, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Smoller
Mr. Donald Sobelman & 

Ms. Leishia Woolwine
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stanford
Ms. Francoise Stone
Ms. Mary Turnbull
Ms. Gloria Valair
Marcia & Hap Wagner
Anita N. Weissberg

BEnEFACtOR
$5,000 TO $7,499
Dr. Valerie Abad & Mehdi Ghadiani
Kendall & Claire Allphin
Joanne M. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Anderson
Jeffrey Beane, M.D. & David Wingate
Nella & Bill Berry
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley
J. Dennis Bonney
Gary R. Bottone
Ms. Margaret Boulware
Joseph & Linda Bronson
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Cahill, Jr.

Mr. George Carter & 
Mr. Chan-Hong Lim

Oscar Celli & Roger Busse
Solomon Cera & Chandra Sen
Drs. Devron & Valerie Char
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause
Thomas & Virginia Chen
Ms . Helen Cheng
Mr. Rudy Ciuca
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
George W. Cogan & Fannie Allen
Drs. Richard & Sandra Cohen
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz
Mr. Jon Cosby & Ms. Kathi Gwynn
Ron & Shahla Cowan
Mr. Wesley Cox
Copley E. Crosby & 

Marianne A. Welmers
Donald & Jeanne Dana
Mr. Jeffrey Dauber
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley
Mr. & Mrs.  William G. Doolittle
Katherine Herrick Drake
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Duluk
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards
Ed & Barbara Eschbach
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley J. Fastiff
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick
Lucy R. Ferguson
Alexander Fetter & Lynn Bunim
Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler
Mr. Matthew Frank
Mr. & Mrs. David Freeman
Donald & Patricia Frischmann
John & Paula Gambs
Mr. Stephen P. Gill & Mrs. Margaret Gill
Curtis & Sara Glaser
Mr. David Gockley
William W. Godward
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Goodman
Philip Goward
Dr. Kathleen Grant
Mr. Frederick Grauer
Don & MaryAnn Graulich
Sallie Griffith
Mrs. Simone Haas & Mr. Scott Zumsteg
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson
Bro Halff
Mr. & Mrs. William Hambrecht
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro
Patrick Hobin
Mr. Terrance G. Hodel
Dr. Barbara Hort Ph.D.
Ms. Shirley Hort
Mr. Larry Horton
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv
Mrs. Martha Hurley
Henry Ilg, in memory of Lottie Ilg
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth
William & Leticia Jarvis
Barbara E. Jones, 

in memory of William E. Jones
Rosemary Joyce & Mr. Russell Sheptak
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz
Ms. Kathryn Kersey
Professor & Mrs. Ernest Kuh
Ms. Carol Lazier
Mr. Kenneth Leitch

MEdALLiOn SOCiEty continued

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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Allan & Anne Lerch
Mr. Fred M. Levin & 

Ms. Nancy Livingston, 
The Shenson Foundation

Ms. Monika B. Levinson
George & Patricia Locke
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons
Mr. Neil MacPhail
Ms. Betty Maddux, 

in memory of Edward Koester
Mr. Charles D. Mann
Constance Marvin, 

in memory of Robert L. Marvin, MD
Maureen McClain
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey
Marcia & Bill McConnell
Dan McDaniel, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. McKaskle
Mr. Jam es R. Meehan
Dr. Linda A. Membreno
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Mr. J. Jeffrey Mojcher
Mr. James C. Moora
Mr. & Mrs. Mervin G. Morris
William O. & Susan W. Morris
Ronald D. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Morrow
Mr. Sam E. Moss III
John & Melinda Moynier
Mr. Manfred Mundelius
Kate Murashige & Chris Zones
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D.
Matthew & Nancy Noel
Helen W. O’Hanlon
Ms. Catherine A. Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur & Louise Patterson
Peter & P atricia Peterson
Bernadino J. Pistillo, Jr. A

Bill & Mary Poland
Mr. & Mrs. Vic Quattrin
Mr. Gordon Radley
Mr. Ramanan Raghavendran
Patricia Rees-Miller
Mrs. Barrie Ford Regan
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey
David Richardson & Eliza Linley
Rusty & Mike Rolland
The Theodore Rosenberg 

Charitable Foundation, in honor of 
Rose O’Shaughnessy Rosenberg

Mr. & Mrs. David Rosenkrantz
Marion Ross
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman
Mr. Paul L. Rowe & 

Mr. R. Michael Sereno
Dr. & Mrs. Rolf G. Scherman
Sondra & Milton Schlesinger
Mr. & Mrs. John Schram
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Shapiro
Harvey & Deborah Shein
Ms. Ruth A. Short
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles
Mr. Kirby Slate & Mrs. Frances Slate
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr.
Dr. Cynthia Soyster
Michael & Susanna Steinberg
Tania Stepanian
William Laney Thornton & 

Pasha Dritt Thornton
Ms. Catherine F. Topham
Barbara L. Traisman
Peggie & Ray Tsukimura
Leslie & Judy Vadasz

Dr. Catharine van Ingen & 
Dr. W. J. Wisniewski

Ms. Elizabeth Vobach
Ms. Ann Y. Walker & 

Mr. David M. Jones
Bruce & Fran Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wasp
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Watt
Rosalie V. Weaver
Kathryn & Kenneth B. Weeman, Jr.
Mr. Jerry Weissman
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel G. Welch
Ms. Michelle Wilcox & Mr. Rob Kuhling
Mr. E. William & Mrs. Mary Alice Yund
Dr. Irving Zaretsky
Dr. Sondra Zentner & 

Ms. Sophie Neubert
Dr. Eleanor L. Zuckerman
Zuni Cafe
Anonymous (10)

PARtnERS
$4,000 TO $4,999
Dr. Wayne E. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Atwater
Susan S. Blake & S. Joel Kaufmann
Ms. Linda Blondis
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring
Elizabeth Bowman
Robert Brody & Andrea Jacoby
Dr. James M. Campbell
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Cape
Elizabeth & D. J. Conley
Ms. Priscilla Connelly
Mr. Robert D. Cooter
Mr. Orville W. Dale
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier
Elizabeth M. Dirsa
Mr. James Elacqua
Ms. Nancy J. English
Mrs. Robert Eshleman
Mr. Mike Fahey
Marilyn M. Freeman
Bernice E. Greene
Ms. Tatjana Grgich
Claude & Nina Gruen
Mr. Richard L. Hay
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo
Ms. Harriet Heyman & Mr. Michael Moritz
Mr. James A. Ito
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Ms. Emily Kenyon
Ms. Barbara Laferriere
Ms. Katharine Lange
William J. P. Lonsdale, M.D.
Thomas & Kathryn Loughran
Thelma Marken
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Vergil Marsh
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marston
Jean McCormack & Al Medvitz
Mr. Daniel & Dr. Mary McNabb
Carleton E. Meyer
Ms. Margaret Michalska
Thomas & Lydia Moran
Dr. & Mrs. Fraser Muirhead
Mr. Peter Johnson Musto
David & Marilyn Nasatir
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman
Jim Newman & Jane Ivory
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab
Ms. Merrill S. Randol
Orli & Zack Rinat
Mr. John N. Rooney
Dorothy R. Saxe

Ms. Janine Scancarelli & 
Mr. Christopher McMahon

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Schoen
Betty J. Schreiner, M.D.
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Schrock
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder
Mr.* & Mrs. Ronald Schroeder
Charles Schug
Mr. & Mrs. John Sebastian
Gary & Dana Shapiro
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Simoudis
Ma ry Jean Stempien & James Stricker
Patricia Stich
Mr. Harry Ugol & Mr. Michael Dreyer
Jessica M. Wan & John S. DeNero
Alice Lee Wang
William Wisniewski & 

Catharine van Ingen
Dr. Sherry Wren
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles
Anonymous (1)

FOundER
$3,000 TO $3,999
John Abelson & Christine Guthrie
Mrs. Lloyd Ackerman
Mr. Amir Adibi
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso
Ms. Ann Alpers & Mr. Shawn Hanson
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson
Robert C. Anderson
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Anderson
Arlene Anthony
Miss Yovanni Antonelli
Ms. Anna Antoniucci
Ms. Maloos S. Anvarian & 

Mr. Franklin R. Jackson
Drs. Charlene Archibeque & 

Robert Melnikoff
Drue G. Ashford
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler
Mrs. Margot Shinnamon Bach
Ms. Martha S. Baker
Mr. Jeffrey Bambrook & Mr. Jeffrey Wahl
Ms. Virg inia Bamford
Ms. Jacqueline Bandel
Claudette Barrera
Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio
Laura Baxter
Robert H. Beadle
Ethan Beard & Wayee Chu
Mr. Stephen Beitzel
Robert & Irene Belknap
Matthew & Cristin Bennett
Ms. Carole B. Berg
Paul & Mildred Berg
Dr. Roy C. Bergstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Berkowitz
Anna & Robert P. Berryman, Jr.
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey, 

in memory of Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin
Stuart & Helen Bessler
Vinny & Shali ni Bhutani
Adam Arthur Bier & Rachel Lem
Ms. Linda Billings
Paul & Kathy Bissinger
Ms. Susan Blanco
Mr.* & Mrs. Robert N. Bloch
Mr. Noel T. Blos
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Emily & Ethan Bold, 

in memory of Maria Landes

Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas
Mr. Malcolm Bowles
Ms. Margaret Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Brady
Dr. Lois Brainard
Marvin & Marilyn Brenner
Timothy & Margaret Brown
Holly Rae Brown
William S. Buettner
Donald B uhman & Wray Humphrey
William & Nancy Burnett
Dr. Robert Paul Cabaj
William & Jeanne Cahill
Clark & Elizabeth Callander
Betty J. Carmack
Vance Eaton Carney
Dr. Janet Carpenter
Michael & Shirley Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. R. Carter-McWilliams
Dr. Heidi H. Cary
Janice Chainey
Dr. J. Samuel Chase
Hella & Melvin Cheitlin
Mr. Greg Chesson
Li-Chiang Chu
Mr. Steven Ciarametaro
Jerry & Linda Cimmet
Hilary & Richard Clark
Maureen Cl arke
Mrs. Hazel Clegg
George & Laura Cline
Mrs. Annelle Clute
Dr. Vicki L. Coe
Ms. Claudia Coleman
Charles Connor, M.D.
Erika & Dennis Corradi
Beverly C. Coughlin
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Cross
Dr. James Tristan Cross
Dr. Michael Crowley
Dr. Joan Claire Cucek
Mary A. Culp
Mr. George Cunnington
Mr. Arthur W. Curtis
Dr. James Cuthbertson
Fred J. Dal Broi
Arif Damji
Ms. Lisa Danzig
Mrs. Arthur Dauer
Charles & Dorothy Davis
T.  L. Davis & M. N. Plant-Davis
Jan & Jeannie de Vries
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo
Ulric & Glenda Dennis
Mr. J. P. Richards Dillingham
Meredith & Carl Ditmore
Mr. & Mrs. John Dodd
Marion Dodd
Mr. Keith Doerge
Kathy Down, M.D. & Gregory Kelly
Ms. Elizabeth B. Dubin
Mrs. Gordon Dunn
Emma Durst
Robert & Carol Dutton
Mr. Stefan Dyckerhoff
Anita C. Eblé
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ehrman III
Jan Elizabeth
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Enslow
Ms.  Elizabeth Eveillard
Ms. Pauline Eveillard & Mr. Doug Gould
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain
Dr. Bette Felton & Mr. Jim Felton
Ms. Jessena Finn
First Street Leather of Solvang, California

and Mammoth Lakes
Mr. & Mrs. Louis C.G. Fisher
Dr. & Mrs. M. D. Flamm, Jr.
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Mrs. Marilyn A. McCarrick Forni
Mr. Jacques Fortier
David & Sheridan Foster
Mr. & Mrs. J. Murray Fox
Mrs. William M. Friede
Karen Kirk Gabrielson
Mr. Martin Gaehwiler
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & 

Ms. Monica Lopez
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley
Mr. Jordan Gardner & 

Ms. Victoria Weatherford
Greg Gartrell & Mary Eichbauer
Max Gasner
Marlena & Julia Gee
Mr. Rich Gerhardt
Prof. & Mrs. Douglas Giancoli
Dan & Judy Gilbert
David & Jen nifer Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gleason
Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon
Ms. Diane Green
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson
Andy & Eva Grove
Mr. Ulysses Guadamuz A

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gunning
Miss Anisha Gupta
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gustafson, Esq.
Thure & Carrie Gustafson
Rob & Yukari Haitani
Ms. Bronwyn H. Hall
Dr. Graeme Hanson, M.D.
Betty-Lou Harmon
Ms. Anette L. Harris
Diana Harris
Ms. Lyndsey Harrison
George & Lynn Haymaker, Jr.
Fred & Peggy Heiman
Ms. Miranda Heller & Mr. Mark Salkind
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai
Martha & Michael Helms
Alan & Joan Henricks
Mr. Robert Hero
Mr. & Mrs. David Hodges
Al Hoffman & David Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Holden
Susan Meadows Hone
Carol L. & David G. Hough
Ms. Elizabeth Hounshell & 

Mr. Bernard Hill
Joanne Howard
Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. David Huchital
Kimberly M. Hughes
Ms. Liz Hume & Mr. Jay Jacobs
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins
Edward & Patricia Hymson
David K. & Kay Duke Ingalls
Riki & Robert Intner
Ms. Jessica Jacob
Harry L. Jacobs & Katherine Akos
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson
Robin & Virginia Jaquith
Kristen & Todd Jones
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor
Mr. Thomas L. Kardos
Margo & Leonard Karstadt
Ms. Joan Kartchner
Ed & Peggy Kavounas
Mr. Robert S. Keagy
Dani el Kelley
Erwin Kelly
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & 

David D. Stein
Ms. Claudia Kennedy
Ms. Eiko Kikawada
Lawrence Kim
Richard & Marianne Kipper

Victoria Kirby
Mrs. Claudia Bray Kitka
Gordon Klein & Nancy Lawrence
Ms. Alice N. Ko
Judith & Harlan Koch
Mr. Martin Kooi
Mr. Floyd Krey
Mr. Justin Kromelow A

Andrea Krueger
James & Elinor Lacy
Andrew Lan
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence Lasky
David A. Lauer & James Earl Jewell
Ms. Patricia Lee
Richard & Patricia Taylor Lee
Dr. & Mrs. John Lenahan
Ms. Esther Lerner & Mr. Dan Carrico
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand
Dr. Richard Leute
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin
Mr. George B. Lewis
Mrs. Nancy Lilly
Lisa P. Lindelef
Claire & Herbert Lindenberger
Mr. Wen-Pen Liu
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Lloyd
Linda Lonay & Mohammad Hooshmand
Ms. Vera Long*
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lord
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Low
Mr. Cl aude L. Lowen
Ms. Kay Lucas
James & Deborah Lyerla
Elizabeth MacGregor
Charles & Nancy Mack
Ms. Elizabeth Maguire
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory R. Malin
Mona & Dr. Christopher Manios
Joan & Roger Mann
Mrs. Doris Manock
Richard Marciano & Teresa Middleton
Rich & Pat Marcogliese
Ms. Treva Jo Marcus
Dr. Pamela Marron
Ms. Letha Ann Martin
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews
Mrs. Alice T. May
Mr. Frank T. Maynard
Judge Lucy Kelly McCabe
Dr. Pa tricia McEveney
Ms. Linda McKay
Mr. Robert Meister
Dr. Beryl & Mrs. Renee Mell
Mr. David Mellor
Mr. & Mrs. J. Alec Merriam
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Merritt
Marian Ruhl Metson
Ms. Lori Mirek & Mr. Kenneth Pelowski
Beverly Mitchell & John Pringle
Cosette P. Mitchell
Mr. D. G. Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker
Howard & Cathy Moreland
Andrew Morgan & Danny Richard
Lawrence Morgan
James & Katherine Moule
Robert & Berit Muh
Ja mes & Ruth Murad
Renate M. Nadler, M.D.
Mr. Joseph Najpaver & Deana Logan
Donna Hall Neff
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar
Mary L. Nilan
Kevin S. Obana
Adrienne & Jay Oliff
Richard W. Onstad
Lise Deschamps Ostwald
Ms. Marie Luise Otto

Mr. & Mrs. F. Ward Paine
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Palazzi
Maxwell G. Paley & Gregory J. Corrales
Julian T. & Robin M.W. Parer
Dr. Richard & Jean Park
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington
Berniece & C.  E. Patterson
Ms. Anna M. Payne
Mauree Jane & Mark Perry
Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson
Ralph & Jane Pica
Dr. Judith Pickersgill
Mr. Scott Plakun & 

Dr. Milton P. Schaefer
Ritchie & Melissa Post
Mr. D. A. Powell
Tony Price & Connie Cox Price
Joan Quigley & Ruth Quigley
Irving & Varda Rabin Foundation of the

Jewish Community of the East Bay
Davis Ralston
Mr. Jens Rasmussen
Raymond Family Foundation
Ms. Danielle Rebis chung
Mrs. Richard D. Ringe
Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold
Wayne & Murphy Robins
Edis & Martin Robinson
R. M. Rogness
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer
Fran Rominger
Mr. Arthur S. Roosa & Ms. Keiko Kiyuna
Yvette & Philip Rosedale
Dr. Steve Rosenau
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Ross
Mrs. Joan Rost
Francis & Andrea Rush
David Ryu & Christina Wu Ryu
Louise A dler Sampson
Kenneth Sanson
Marlys Saveri & Joseph Saveri
Dorthy R. Saxe
Randy Schekman & Patty Coffin
Mr. Warren Schneider
Dr. & Mrs. Edgar J. Schoen
Phoebe & Chris Schreiber
Mr. & Mrs. William Schueler
Ms. Andrea Schultz
John R. Schwabacher Family
Ms. Marilyn Sefchovich
Ms. Pamela Sevilla
Mr. Arvind Sharma
William & Judith Shilstone
Mr. Daniel Shiplacoff & 

Prof. Roger Bourland
Navid Shirazi
Barbara Silverberg
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg
Claire Collins Skall
Judith & Walter Sleeth
David & Barbara Sloss
Dr. Bruce L. Smith, Ph.D. & 

Ms. Nadine M. Tang
Frederic H. Smith
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo
Mrs. Linda Snyder
Gideon & Cheryl Sorokin
Robert L. Speer & John Wong
Ms. Susan Speicher
Ms. Mary Ann Spitters
Mr. Robert St. John & Ms. Melanie Searle
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper
Mr. John Michael Stedman
Dr. Stuart Steinberg
Mr.  Stanford Stevenson
Margaret Stithem

Matt & Tami Stolte
Blossom Strong
Megumi & Nobuyuki Sugiura
Sharon & John Tastor
Ms. Joan Thoma
Mr. J. Stephen Thornborrow
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe
Judy & Harold Ticktin
Ms. Charlise Tiee & Mr. Scott Grieder
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson
Mr. Zachary Townsend
Mrs. Aileen Traeger
Norman & Carol Traeger
Ms. Jeanie Treichel
Mr. Richard D. Tuck
Mr. Edward Van Egri
Mary Van Voorhees
Dr. Conrad Via l & Catalina Zapata-Vial
Mary & Terry Vogt
Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & 

Dr. Linda K. Riebel
Arthur & Susan Walenta
Ms. Adrian Walker
Bob & Gail Walker
Susan Walker
Mr. James Wall
Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Walsh
Emily Wang & Aaron Hoffer
Emily & Robert Warden
Hon. James L. Warren, Ret.
Carol Weitz
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Wells
Ann Wendin & Donovan Alvick
Mr. Richard P. West
Peter Wiley &  Valerie Barth
Mr. Ronald Wilkerson
Mr. Matthew Williams
Alexander Wilson & Sabrina Romero
Ms. Faye C. Wilson
Vivan W. Wing & Elizabeth Wickersham
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer
Mr. Josiah Wolcott
Ms. Eileen C. Wong
Ethel S. Worn
Margaret & Angus Wurtele
Russell & Marilyn Wylie
Ms. Jennifer Yan
Ms. Colleen Yeates-Marsh
Dr. Peter R. Young & Wenfang Chen
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh
Mr. & Mrs. Lev Yurovsky
Mr. Chris Zaccalini
Mr.  & Mrs. Pierluigi Zappacosta
Joan Zawaski & Rona Siegel
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation
Anonymous (24)

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder

MEdALLiOn SOCiEty continued

Kr
IS

Te
n

LO
Ke

n

Development November 2014_Devo November 2014  10/27/14  9:07 AM  Page 14

68   SAN FRANCISCO OPERA



SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA extends its deepest appreciation to all the individual contributors who helped fund the company’s operations and
programs during performance years 2013 and 2014, recorded from august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014. Support of all amounts is most
gratefully received, and we wish to pay special tribute to our patrons, donors of gifts from $1,000 to $2,999. For information on becoming a member
of San Francisco Opera, please call (415) 565-6416 or visit sfopera.com/support.

PRinCiPAL PAtROn
$2,000 TO $2,999
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & 

Dr. Mary Page Hufty
Thomas F. Anders, M.D.
Patricia V. Angell, 

in memory of Gene Angell
James B. & Daphne R. Araujo
Mr. Siegfried Auer
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian
Mrs. Mary Baxter
David Beery & Norm Abramson
Nils & Linda Behnke
Ms. Beverly R. Benson
Mr. Josef Betz
Mr. H. P. Blok
Ms. Joanne Bober
Ann S. Bowers
Mr. Peter Boyle
Ms. Kathleen Braunstein
Lee M. Brenneisen
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Breyer
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske
Dr. Richard L. Caplin
Ann & John Carroll
Mrs. Carol Cass
Charles Castellano
Park & Joan Chamberlain
Ms. Anita Chawla
Holly Christman, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. T. Z. Chu
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni
Kathleen & Philippe Ciampossin
Mrs. Ralph L. Coffman
Hugh J. Coughlin
Mrs. Denise Cutler
Dr. Nancy Davidson & 

Mr. Steen Pedersen
Mrs. Graham B. Davis
Ms. Edna de Larios
Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
Mr. John D. Drago
John & Roberta Eidson
Evans Fund
Patricia & Richard Farnsworth
Mrs. Audrey A. Fellows
Jack & Marsha Firestone
William O. Fisher & 

Kathryne Bernick
Patrice & Warren Flack
Rob & Susan Flint
Richard L. Frank Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Frankel
Dr. Mamoru Fukumoto
Thomas J. Furlong & 

Elizabeth A. Gard
Paul Garza & Denis Moore
Nick C. Geannacopulos, Esq.
Yuen & Sandra Gin
Mrs. Kenneth I. Go ttlieb
Dr. William Grove & 

Dr. Nancy Grove
Joe & Dee Hartzog
William & Ann Hefter
Alfred & Ruth Heller
Peggy Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. 

Hiramoto-Hess
Dr. Lucie Hirmina
Lisa R. Hirsch
Mr. Peter Holson & 

Mr. Antonio Barrios

Raymond & Karen Houck
Ms. Sally V. Houston
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard
Fred & Peggy Johnson
Mr. Morris Kadish
Mr. Frank Kelly
Mrs. Louis Kelso
Mrs. Sheila Kiernan
Mr. Donald Kieselhorst
Mr. & Mrs. Tho mas Klitgaard
Nancy Kraus & Barbara Fronk
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kreutzer
John & Rebecca R. Kunzman
Ms. Angela Lai
S. Lamsam & S. Sagan
Mr. James Lons
Dr. & Mrs. Jerold Lowenstein
Eileen McCauley
Robert McDowell
Mrs. Janet G. McLeod
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Melchior
Ms. Suzanne R. Mellen
Edith P. Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner
Thomas & Cassandra Moore
Ms. Camille Morishige
Ms. Janet D. Morris
Wallace A.  Myers
Mr. Don Nix
Mr. Karl Nygren
George & Karen Offen
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Oscherwitz
Howard & Victoria Palefsky
Ellice J. Papp
Mr. Bernard Peuto
Stephen Powell
Susan K. Prather
Felice S. Price
Dr. Richard Quan
The Hon. & Mrs. William K. Reilly
Mr. Thomas H. Reynolds
Mr. Glenn Rogers
Richard W. Ross
Mr. Charles W. Roth
Mr. David Rothman
Karl Ruppenthal* & 

Josephine Maxon
Michael Saroyan & 

Barbara Bishop, M.D.
Ms. Linda R. Seidel
Don & Lorraine Sharman
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan
Judy & Wylie Sheldon
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shepard
Mr. Mark Small
Mr. Jordan H. Smith
Dr. Stephen R. Smith
Susan K. Stevens, M.D.
Ms. Susan Sweet
Ms. Maud Thiebaud
Dean & Jeanice Tipps
Mrs. Barry Wagner
Mr. Robert A. Wertsch
Ron & Anne White
Elizabeth S. Wilder
Mr. Mason Willrich
Ms. Shirley Woo
Roger & Ruth Wu
Ms. Dale E. Young
Peggy & Lee Zeigler
Anne Zucchi
Anonymous (5)

SuStAininG PAtROn
$1,000 TO $1,999
Edward M. Acton
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Adams
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock
Ms. Yvonne Akeson
Mrs. Dolores M. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Allen
Dr. Seth Ammerman
Irene Poon Andersen
Henry & Virginia Anderson
Dr. James D. Anderson
Mr. Laurence C. Anderson
Paul W. Anderson, M.D.
Mr. William H. Armstrong
Mrs. R. Kirklin Ashley
Mr. Victor J. Bacigalupi*
Zachary Baker
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Bales
Ba rclay’s Restaurant and Pub
Mildred S. Barish
Mr. David N. Barnard
Ms. Joanne Barnes
Prof. Babette Barton & 

Ms. Norma Chan
Albert Bartridge
Ms. Betty Basham
Mr. Paul Baumann
Mr. & Mrs. David Beach
Lily & Thomas Beischer
Richard & Kim Beleson
Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch
John & Diane Benson
Prof. R. Joseph Berard
Richard & Maureen Bergson
Mr. & Mrs. D. & S. Best
Mr. Scott Bever
RADM & Mrs. John W. Bitoff
Charles & Lenore Bleadon
Ms. Janet Nye Blomquist
Judy Bogart & Richard Hyde
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart
Morris Bol MD
Ben & Noël Bouck
Ms. Joanne Bourland
Mr. James Boyd
Ms. Joan K. Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Boyer
Mr. Stevan Bradley
Chris & Jennifer Brahm
Mr. Robert C. Brandt
Marion F. Bray
Ms. Gretchen D. Breiling
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Breitbart
Henry & Mary Jo Broderick
Dr. Roberta Brokaw
Ms. Brenda Brown
Mr. Samuel Brown
David L ee Browne & 

Ronald W. Points
Ms. Jill Bryans
Andrzej & Nancy Brzeski
Wendy Buchen
Elizabeth & Mike Buckley
Mr. Brad Buckman
John Buckman
Katherine & Roy Bukstein
John Buoymaster
Chet & Linda Burgess
Barbra & Eric Burman
Mrs. Melissa Burnett

Richard C. Burnett & 
Richard N. Gould

Charles R. Bush & Calvin Lau
Mr. Peter M. Buzanski
Mr. Gerald Cahill & 

Ms. Kathleen S. King
Mrs. Allan M. Campbell
Marion Z. Carr
Nina & Fr ed Carroll
Richard & Nancy Carroll
Bruce & Mary Alice Carswell
Ms. Kevin Cartwright & 

Mr. Stephen Eimer
Mr. Ben Chai
Agnes I. Chan
Dr. Michael Charney
Ms. Patricia Chester
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs
Mayme Chinn
Ms. Carol Christ
Mr. Roger V. Christensen
Mr. Richard Christie
Joseph & Diana Chulick
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Clark
Dr. Tobin Clarke
Dr. & Mrs. Francis J. Clauss
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen
Ms. Emily G. Cole
Mr. Stephen L.  Collier & 

Mr. Frank A. Patt
Ms. Elizabeth Colton
Lawrence & Bernice Comfort
Richard & Sylvia Condon
Clyde & Ann Coombs
Ms. Barbara Corneille
Carol Gray Costigan
Tom & Jane Coulter
Mrs. James E. Court
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain
Hartley & Mary Lou Cravens
Mr. Michael Crisp
Mr. John C. Cromack
Mrs. Janet Dahlsten
Stephanie & John Dains
Carol B. Dane
Ms. Joan Danforth
Mr. Stephen Danko
Ann Davies & Ruben Diaz
Mr. Chri stopher Davies
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean

Mrs. Ileana Deftu
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Dennison-Gibby
Joseph & Carol DePond
Thomas P. & Veronica C. Devitt
Nina Dickerson
Barbara Joan Dickie
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Dickinson
Julie Dillon
Mr. Stanley J. Dirks
Mr. David P. Dix
Paul & Hallie Downey
Nancy Doyle & George L. Smith, Jr.
Peter G. Drewliner
Dr. Michael J. Drinnan, M.D.
Thelma Dry
Edma Dumanian
Ms. Patricia Eastwood
Phillip  L. Eaton & 

James C. Robinson
Mr. David N. Edgington
Robin & Rich Edwards
Kenneth & Christina Einstein
Mr. Daniel D. Elias
Mr. Herbert Elliott
Kathryn C. Ellison
Richard & Jennifer Emerson
Mr. Steve Epstein
Mrs. Janice & Mr. Jack Eskridge
Mrs. Joyce Mishel Ettinger
Gregory & Anne M. Evans
Robert Ewing & Cesar De Joya
Mr. Jurgen Exner
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Faber
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman
Mr. Robert G. Filpi
Cheryl Fippen
Ms. Patricia Fisher
Barbara Jean Fopp
Frank A. Fradelizio
Mr. Gordon Francis
Jim & Karen Frassetto
Ms. Louann C. Fratt
Mr. & Mrs. Eliot Fried
Ms. Ellen A. Friedman
Joyce Friedman
Ronald & Lanette Frostestad
Mr. Christopher Furman
Mr. Robert Fusco
Rose A. Gaia
Ms. Kate Gardiner

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA MEMBERS

* deceased

San Francisco Opera patrons enjoy a backstage tour.
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Mr. Paul Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Gillette
Ms. Barbara W. Gloger
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Goldfield
Dr. Floyd Gonella & 

Ms. Margaret Taylor
Mr. Manuel Gonzalez
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman
Mr. John Gosselin
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Gottfried
Ms. Andrea Gould
Ms. Barbara Goza
Dr. & Mrs. Gabriel Gregoratos
Patricia L. Griffin
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green
Marie & Fernando Gumucio
Ms. Sara Haber & Ms. Beth Souse
M . M. Hadcock, M.D.
Hadley Dale Hall & 

L. Warde Laidman
Michael & Mary Hanemann
Mr. Roy Dean Hardy
Thomas Harkins & 

Thomas Philipps
Mrs. Gabrielle Harmer
Mr. Benjamin A Harrison
Dr. & Mrs. R. S. Harrison
Mr. William Hartrick
Mr. David Heald
Healthcare Technical Services, LLC
Mr. David A. Hearth & 

Ms. Lauren T. Hall
Mr. John F. Heil
Ms. Zheyla Henriksen
Ms. Diane Henry
Ms. Jessie J. Herr
Walter & Esther Hewlett
Dr. & Mrs. Malcolm Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hillman
Mr. Michael S. Hindus
Frederic & Sandra Hirschfield
Ms. Leslie Hites
Tom Hixson & Kevin Sarmento
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman
Diane & Richard Hohl
Dr. Susan Holbrook & 

James B. Florey, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Holland
Ms. Irma Honda
Mr. William Hoppin
Dr. Michael Horn
Wilma S. Horwitz
Ms. Antonia Patricia Hotung
Ms. Vija Hovgard
Barry & Kris Hovis
Ms. Constance Howard
Vincent & Christina Hu
Ms. Carla Hudner
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III
Ms. Mary Idso
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Imatani
Mr. Harold M. Isbell
Ms. Laura Jacobson & 

Mr. John Denton
Dede & Rex Jamison
Ms. Lily Jan
Mr. Glen Jarvis
Dr. & Mrs. Burton Jay
Ms. M. Anne Jennings
Mrs. Barbara Johnson
Mr. Christopher Johnson
Mr. David W. Johnson
Mr. Rod Johnson
Ms. Elisabeth M. Jones
Mr. Gary Jones
Harvey L. Jones
Paul S. Jones
Mac & Mary Jordan
Andrea G . Julian
Jon Kannegaard & Patricia Sandoval
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan
Mr. Robert Kaswen
Dr. & Mrs. Avi Katz

Sy Kaufman
Diana H. Kazubowski
Kathryn Kearney
Mr. John Keeley
Dr. & Mrs. James Kelly
Mr. Samuel Keng
Ms. Belinda Kerr
Nelda Kilguss
Mr. Stephen Kitchen
Jack & Candee Klein
Mrs. Chuen Kleiser
Ms. Barbara J. Knego
Mr. Richard Koch
Mr. Edson Kong
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo
Jon Henry Kouba
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Kradjian
Marion  R. Kramer, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. C. Richard Kramlich
Herbert & Barbara Kreissler
Ms. Elizabeth Kuehner
Kenneth & Monica Kulander
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti
Mr. Russell M. Lampert
Barbara J. Lane
Jennifer Langan
Mrs. W. Keene Langhorne
James P. Laumond, M.D. & 

Arthur Sullivan
Mrs. Jan V. Lawler
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Lazarus
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Lazarus
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lazear
Ms. Marcia Lazer
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Lebedeff
Emily  Lee
Kewchang Lee, M.D.
Mr. Leslie-Wayne Lee
Ms. Sara Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar G. Lehmann
Ted Lehmann & 

Catherine Lehmann
Mr. Jack Lenk
Victoria Leo
Mr. Mark Levi
Adrelle K. Levy
Maryon Davies Lewis
Ms. Michelle Li
Ms. Barbara Licht
Norman & Helen Ann Licht
Dr. Sandra Lillie
Mr. Jeffrey Lilly
Dr. T. Juhani Linna
Mr. Ivan R. Linscott
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Livermore
Mr. W. Alex Livesley
Mr. John Livingston
John Lockton
Alan LoF aso
Mr. Jack W. Londen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lorton
Frances Lozano
Dr. & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr.
Ms. Ophelia Lum You
Mrs. Ruth Lycette
Mrs. Mele P. Lynch
Dr. Phillip MacFarland
Ms. Natalie MacKenzie
Mrs. Rebecca Magaline
Mr. John E. Major
Mr. John Mann
C. R. (Gus) Manning
Mr. Peter Mansfield
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mardesich
Mrs. James Marino and 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Dulaney
Ms. Deborah Marion, CPA 
Mr. Fred Martin & 

Ms. Stephan ie Dudek
Ms. Connie V. Martinez
Ms. Tomar Mason
Mrs. Charlene Mathias
Ms. Jill Matichak
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Mazur

Ms. Martha T. McCall
Mr. Stephen T. McClellan & 

Ms. Elizabeth Barlow
Ms. Susan McConkey
Dr. Brian P. McCune
Ms. Kathleen McEligot
John G. McGehee
Ms. Linda Lester McIlvoy
Ms. Caryl R. McIvor
A. Kirk McKenzie
David & Erika Meinhardt
Anthony F. Melia
Ms. Lucinda Merrill
Mr. Thomas R. Metcalf
Dr. & Mrs. Stacy R . Mettier
Knute Michael & 

Ginna Dean Miller
George P. Miller & 

W. G. Zimmerman, Jr.
Judith & Irwin Miller
Dorothy T. Milton
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett
Mr. Robert Mukai
Ms. Kathleen E. Mulaney
Mrs. Pamela Murdock
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D.
Janet Muscio & William McCraw
Ms. Mary Lou Myers
Ms. Janet Napolitano
Mr. Charles & Dr. Laura Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. Nels B. Nelson
Karen S. Nemetz
Wanda Nervi
Cathy Netz
Mrs. Wenlan Ng
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Nicholson
Ms. Mary D. Niemiller
Eve Niquette & Charles Pohl
Ms. Kay Noel
Allen & Gayle Notowitz
Dr. Michael O’Connor & 

Dr. Patricia O’Connor
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olness
Mrs. Dove Olsen
Dr. Hedda Orkin
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne
Nancy Page
Mr. Charles S. Paul
Mr. Alec Pedersen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pedrazzini
Ms. Louise Peele
Mr. Stanley Peters & 

Ms. Kathleen Much
Ms. Pamela Philbe rt
Mr. Ralph A. Philbrook
Mr. David Phillips
Allen & Joyce Phipps
Peter & Joanne Pierson
Mr. & Mrs. Darlene Plumtree & 

Carl Nolte
Genevieve Plusa
Patricia Sanderson Port
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Portnoy
Ms. Karen L. Burtness Prak & 

Dr. Jan W. Prak
Mrs. Walter J. Prather
Ms. Jeanette M. Prato
Buford & Jo Ann Price
Ms. Adrienne Puech
Mr. Robert W. Purvis Jr.
Ms. Jean Ramjit
Dr. Jan Randall
Mr. Robert W. Rankin
Ms. Sally  Rau
Mr. David Raub
Rossannah Reeves
Mr. Donald Reichert
Ms. Judy Reynolds
Ms. Monica Ricci & 

Mr. John O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Rizzuto
Kay & Ray Roberts
Mr. John Bruce Robertson

Ms. Jeanne C. Robinson
Bill & Sue Rochester
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett
Ms. Janet L. Rodriguez
Theres & Dennis Rohan
Ms. Heli Roiha & 

Ms. Therissa McKelvey
James J. & Roberta H. Romeo
Mr. George E. Rossmann
Mr. Barry Roth
Mr. Fred A. R owley
Stephen & Marcia Ruben
David & Andrea Rubinstein
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney
Mr. John E. Ruden
Ms. Stefania Maria Ruibal
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Russell
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack
Mr. Bert Salyga & Dr. Sean

McCarthy
Emily J. Sano, 

in honor of Mrs. Doris Lee
Mr. Jeffrey Sant
Roy L. Sauer
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Saunders
Mr. David Sawle
Ms. Beth Scanlan
Mr. & Mrs. H. Alton Schick
Rev. Paul J. Schmidt & 

Rev. Gerard K. M oran
Mrs. Helga Schonfeld
Mr. Russell Schrader
Mr. James F. Schultz
Mr. James Scillian
Mr. Michael M. Scott
John & Dagmar Searle
Mr. & Mrs. Lynn G. Seppala
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Setziol
Ms. Louise Shalit
Drs. Charles & Andrea Shapiro
Ms. Carolyn Shaw
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa
Mr. Richard H. Shoop
Diana & Richard Shore
Paul & Sheri Siegel
Ms. Marilyn Silva
Elizabeth Simone & 

Richard L. Spector , Esq.
Mrs. Harriet Simpson
Mr. Michael Simpson
Dr. Harley J. Siskin
Ms. Michaelene C. Skronski
Mrs. Robert K. Slack
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen
Mr. Donald Smart
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith
Mr. Albert G. Smith
Mr. Fred B. Smith
Ms. Joyce T. Smith
Ms. Diana Smith-Conley
Kenneth & Joanne Snow
Dr. Richard L. Sogg
Mr. Steven Soult
Mrs. Virginia Soult
Louise Stagnaro
Mr. Russell Stanaland
Ms. Anit a Stapen & 

Mr. Richard Granberg
Kaaren Staschower
Joelle Steefel
Harvey Steiman
Alice & Kevin Steiner
Charles & Tracy Stephenson
Ms. Barbara Stewart
Mr. Ian E. Stockdale
Mr. John Stocker
Mr. David M. Stone & 

Mr. Darryl G. Donoian
Ms. Blanche G. Streeter
Prof. Andrew Streitwieser
Mr. Randall Strossen & 

Ms. Elizabeth Hammond

Ms. Theresa A. Stuart & 
Dr. Martin Schoell

Mr. Marc Sugiyama
Mr. Daniel F. Sullivan
Ms. Lau ren Sullivan
Timothy Sullivan & Karen Ericksen
Ms. Vrenae Sutphin & 

Mr. David Gray
Dr. Scott Swanson & 

Mr. Michael Feeney
Ms. Theresa Sweeney
Ms. Valerie G. Talmage
Mr. Marvin Tanigawa
Mr. Stephen Tannas
Helga Tarver
Ms. Elizabeth R. Taylor
Ms. Marion E. Taylor
Dr. Martin & Elizabeth Terplan
Mr. John C. Thacker
Ms. Holly Thauwald
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D.
Mr. Edward Thornton
Ms. Margaret Thornton
Barbara Thrasher & Rick Koffey,

Thrasher Koffey Foundation
Mr. Ralph Tiegel
Michael J. Tierney
Ruthellen Toole
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Topham
Lynne Toribara & Brian Howard
Ms. Christine Tsingos
Ted & Mary Tsui
Mark & Brenda Tune
Carol Turner
Mr. Peter Turner
Ms. April Uohara
Mr. Mark Valentine
Cornelis T. van Aalst
Mr. Gregory Van Acker
Denny & Kate Van Ness
Marsha VandeBerg
Mr. Robert N. Varney
Richard Viehweg
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Vilas
Fre d & Ridley Virdeh
Mary-Kay & Thomas Vogler
Ms. Tamisie Vrolyk
Mr. Charles Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. William Walker
Ms. Montira Warran
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren
Don Watson
Mr. Keith R. Weed
Wallace & Eve Wertsch
Karen Wetherell
Mr. Ronald Wheeler
Nancy & Kenneth Wiener
Diana & Nelson Wild
Mr. Doug Williams & 

Ms. Madelyn Bedig-Williams
Mr. Frederick T. Williams
Mr. Matthew Williams
Robert J. & Carole Williams
Ms. Ann L. Will iamson
Julia B. Wilson
Mr. Jeff Wimsatt
Dr. Dale & Toni Wise
Mr. Stanley M. Wolf
Ms. Merilyn Wong
Byron Wood
Jim & Travis Wright
Phil Wright
Florette Yen
Dr. Lowell Young & Celeste Young
Mr. William T. Zaumen
Sanford & Leah Ziegler
Catherine Zimmerman
Dr. Richard Zuniga & 

Mr. Sean M. SeLegue
Anonymous (19)

SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA MEMBERS continued

* deceased
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SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the following donors who have made memorial and honorary
contributions from august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014.

TRIBUTES

Ms. karen Bachman
Barbara & Edward Mills 
Ms. Juanita C. Barrios 
Ms. Michele A. Harrah

Jack Calhoun & 
trent norris 

Dr. Nanette Gartrell & 
Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D.

hella & Melvin Cheitlin 
Ms. Nicole McGrouther
Ms. Maria dulmage & 
Mr. Michael kubecka 
Ms. Claudia Dulmage

donald & Janice Elliott 
Mrs. Anne D. Peter

keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Mr. Fred M. Levin & 

Ms. Nancy Livingston, 
The Shenson Foundation

Mr. david Gockley
Ann & Gordon Getty

Foundation
Peter Pastreich & 
Jamie Whittington

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard
William W. Godward

Frederick & Kathryn Baron 
Mr. John Bates, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Clark
Joseph W. Conroy

Janet Cullum

Steven Friedlander
Kathleen & John Goodhart 
Kenneth & Lana Guernsey 

Michael R. Jacobson
Mike & Sandy Little
Patrick J. Mahoney

Bernard & Barbro Osher 
Mr. Richard Otter 

Erving Sodos 
Louise & Paul Renne 

Michael & Lisa Rhodes 
Matt & Yvonne 

Gonzalez Rogers
Joseph P. Russoniello 
Christopher & Barbara

Westover 
Ms. Louise Gund
Ms. Agnes Gund

Ms. dawn L. harms
Mr. Richard Dana

Jane & david hartley 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur & 

Louise Patterson
James A. heagy 

Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Bruce hyman

Scott R. & Catherine Q.
Alexander

J. Dennis Bonney
Carol Franc Buck

Mr. & Mrs. David D. Donlon

Dr. & Mrs. Michael H.
Humphreys

Mrs. Carla Lieske
Mrs. Harriet M. Quarré

Ms. Katharine S. Thompson
Barbara k. Jackson 

Dr. Jim P. Back
Mr. david kadarauch
Dr. Joanne De Phillips

Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson 
Ms. Roberta Emerson

Jun & Ree kaneko 
The Harold & Arlene

Schnitzer CARE Foundation
Ms. karen J. kubin
Mr. Charles S. Paul

Professor & Mrs. Ernest kuh 
Mr. Peter Y. Yu

Sylvia R. Lindsey
Leonard & Marie Collins 

Ms. Diane Ketelle
Michael d. Mason

Ms. Elisabeth Hartman
Ms. Susan McConkey

Ms. Jane Wyman
Elaine Mckinley & 

kit durgin 
Ms. Jan Zobel

Emil Miland
Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch

Ms. Jenny Pollack
Fred Hartwick

Patric & Mary Powell 
Sue Schiff

Ms. Simone Quarré
Dr. & Mrs. Michael H.

Humphreys 
Patricia Racette

Dr. Nanette Gartrell & 
Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D.,

M.D.
Mr. Eldon Ream

Ms. Marilyn Chamberlain
Ms. nicola Rees

Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp

Mr. Alex Rynecki
John & Suzanne Weiss

Alice & Bill Russell-Shapiro 
Mr. Aaron Lewis

Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack 
Mr. Jerrol Harris

San Francisco Media team 
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein

Duty and Devotion
Memorial Fund

San Francisco Opera 
Box Office 

Dr. Floyd Gonella & 
Ms. Margaret Taylor

San Francisco Opera Chorus
San Francisco Foundation

San Francisco Opera 
Costume Shop

Susan & Eric Johnston
San Francisco Opera 

Group Sales 
Mr. Norman Hollingshead 

San Francisco Opera Orchestra
Dr. Lois Brainard
Mr. Richard Dana

Ms. Roberta Emerson
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson
& Ms. Margarita Gandia

Dr. Nanette Gartrell & 
Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. david t. traitel 

Carol Gray Costigan
Mr. Gregory Weber

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp
John & Suzanne Weiss 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Shaw
Mrs. Simone haas & 
Mr. Scott zumsteg 
Mr. Eric Cuneo & 

Ms. September Jarrett

in hOnOR OF

Licia Albanese
Mr. & Mrs. 

Christopher M. Levy
Cynthia Annese

Marvin & Frederica Amstey 
Lois Blair

Kerry King & John Goodman 
Mary Bonura 

Angele & Michael Rice 
John M. Bryan 

William & Barbara Edwards 
William & Sally Hambrecht 

John Cella 
Theodore A. Kolb
Patricia Coreris

George & Gloria Bodrov 
Mr. Russel dado

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Bastiani, Jr.
Ms. Jessica Fauver & 
Mr. Alan W. Hynes

Ms. Beverlee Hassid
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hughes

Mr. Kyle Minor & 
Mr. Christopher Myers
Ms. Rebecca Page & 

Mr. Brett Eilers
Mr. Mark Sackett

dee davis
East Bay Judo Institute

Ruth Hata
Roy E. demmon 

Annina R. Demmon
david dietz

Joanne Derbort
Ray M. dolby 

Gerald Rosenstein
Mr. Carlo S. Fowler 

Barbara & Roy Wonder 
Rolf Gille
Ione Gille
keith Gish 

Doris Panzer 
Mr. Bernon W. Gottlieb 

Susan Gottlieb 
Jayne heagy 

Ms. Joanne Bourland
James A. Heagy 

Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Claudia J. hecht 
James A. Heagy 
St. Francis Wood 

Music Club

Edith hodge
Holly Eliot

Susan hubbard
Mary Ann Liebert, Inc.

Lewis hutchison
Ann Spencer

dilys Jackson-Lembi
Eileen Wong

William E. Jones 
Barbara E. Jones

Stephen kartchner
Joan Kartchner
Maria Landes

Emily & Ethan Bold
Peter V. Leigh 

James & Barbara Rockett 
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield

John Buoymaster
Beverly Hines
Eileen Ludwig
James Ludwig
Lotfi Mansouri

William Godward
Mel Greenhood 
Roselyne Swig

Mercedes Muirhead
Sandra Brown

Lorna Howenstein 
Ms. Rosalind Ow-Wing 

Ms. Joyce E. Barnett
Dr. & Mrs. Francis J. Clauss 

Alice M. Dekker
James A. Heagy 

Holly & Craig Middleton 
Ms. Judy Nelson & 
Ms. JoAnn Stewart

Mrs. Joan Rost
Mr. Steve Tokar & 

Ms. Beth Katz
Ms. Sharon Ow-Wing
John & zelda Quigley 
Ruth & Joan Quigley 

Patricia Rhein
Eva Bloch 

Fern Ryn ecki 
John & Suzanne Weiss 

Joseph Sax 
Michael & Phylis Bamberger

Lawrence Berlin
Joshua & Catherine

Deutchman 

Antonio Rossmann &
Kathryn Burns 

Robert & Charlotte Uram 
Jerome & Anita Weiss

Margaret Shafer
Elaine Kawasaki

dr. Virginia B. Smith 
Oaks (Florence) Estate

James thrasher
Michael & Susan

Southworth 
Claramae turner
Margaret Gaines

Anna & Seung Kim 
William H. & 

Barbara G. Plauth 
Frederick & Anna Schubert 

Anthony turney
Ms. Iyana C. Leveque
Frances Varnhagen

Liz Varnhagen
Lawrence Weissberg 

C. Richard & 
Pamela Kramlich

in MEMORy OF
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SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA is pleased to recognize the generosity of foundations and government agencies for their grants received from
august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014. We are extremely grateful for general support and designated funding that ensure the continuance of
the company’s programs.

ChAiRMAn’S CiRCLE
$500,000 & aBOVe
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Grants for the Arts/

San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

PRESidEnt’S CiRCLE
$250,000 to $499,999
Koret Foundation

diAMOnd CiRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Louise M. Davies Foundation
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts

PLAtinuM CiRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Cockayne 
Columbia Foundation
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
The Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation, Inc.
Jaquelin Hume Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Eugene McDermott Foundation
The Henry I. Prien Foundation
Wallis Foundation

GOLd CiRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Anonymous
Aroha Philanthropies
OPERA America’s Building Opera Audiences

Grant Program
Lloyd E. Rigler—Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation

SiLVER CiRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation
Frank A. Campini Foundation
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Kia Ora Foundation
Sing for America Foundation
Zellerbach Family Foundation 

BEnEFACtOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
Walter S. Johnson Foundation

FOundER
$1,000 TO $4,999
Arts Federation
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation
The Fred Gellert Family Foundation
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund

INSTITUTIONAL GIVING

SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA is pleased to acknowledge the generosity of the following corporate partners for their sponsorship of performance
years 2013–2014 (recorded from august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014). Our corporate sponsors receive unique benefits including but not
limited to: exclusive client entertainment privileges, networking opportunities, broad name recognition, and employee benefits. For more
information about joining the corporate Sponsorship, please telephone (415) 551-6208.

LEAdERShiP CiRCLE
$100,000 anD aBOVe

Chevron
San Francisco Opera Guild
Union Bank
United Airlines
Wells Fargo

PLAtinuM CiRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,9999
Meyer Sound

GOLd CiRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,9999
Bank of America
Charles Schwab & Company

Foundation
Kaiser Permanente

SiLVER CiRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Gap Foundation
Men’s Wearhouse
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C.
San Francisco Opera Guild/

East Bay Chapter
Vontobel Swiss Wealth Advisors AG
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 

Rosati Foundation

BEnEFACtOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
E & J Gallo/William Hill Estate Winery 
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Loomis, Sayles & Company, LP
Zuni Cafe

inVEStOR
$3,000 TO $4,999
Bingham McCutchen, LLP

MEMBER
$1,000 TO $2,999
Center for Cultural Innovation
DM Stone Recruitment Solutions
Italian Community Services
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Sonoma County Chapter
Theatrical Stage Employees

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

FOUNDATION & GOVERNMENT GRANTS

SEASOn SPOnSOR
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Adobe Systems, inc.
Agilent technologies

Alexander & Baldwin Foundation
American Express Foundation

the Amgen Foundation
Apple Matching Gifts Program

Applera Charitable
At&t

Bank of America
Bank of the West 

Barclays Global investors
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC
BlackRock

the Boeing Company
Bosendorfer, Las Vegas
C.L.B.i. investment inc.

Cadence design Systems, inc.
the Capital Group Companies
Charles Schwab & Company

Chevron
Clorox Company

Computer Associates intl. inc.
ConocoPhillips

david and Lucile Packard Foundation
dodge & Cox

dolby Laboratories
dSt Systems, inc.

Electronic Arts OutrEAch
Eli Lilly & Company Foundation

Emerson Electric Company
Engineering design & testing Corp

Esurance inc.
Expedia.com

ExxonMobil Foundation
Forest Laboratories, inc.

Franklin templeton investments
Gap Foundation

Gartner
GE Foundation
Genentech, inc.
Global impact

Google
Greater horizons

hewlett-Packard Company
iBM Corporation

intel involved Matching Grant
Program/Jk Group
intuit Foundation

James irvine Foundation
Jk Group trustees for Visa international

John Wiley & Sons, inc.
Johnson & Johnson

JPMorgan Chase & Co
Juniper networks

kaiser Permanente
koret Foundation

Lawrence Livermore national Laboratory
Levi Strauss Foundation

Macquarie Securities (uSA) inc.
Macy’s, inc.

McAfee
Mckesson Corporation

Merck Partnership for Giving
Merrill Lynch & Company, inc.

Microsoft Corporation
Millipore Corporate Giving Program

Monsanto Fund

Morgan Stanley
Motorola Solutions Foundation

neiman Marcus Group 
Matching Gift Program

norcal Mutual insurance Co.
nVidiA
OCLC

Odyssey Reinsurance Company
Oracle Corporation

the Prudential Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

S.d. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
S.h. Cowell Foundation

Salesforce.com inc.
SAP Matching Gift Program

Sierra health Foundation
Sophie & Arthur Brody Foundation

Sun Microsystems, inc.
tyco

uBS Matching Gift Program
unilever united States, inc.

union Bank
Verizon Foundation
Visa Givingstation

ViSA uSA
Wachovia Securities, LLC

the William and Flora hewlett
Foundation

Willis Lease Finance Corporation
yahoo! inc

M AT C H I N G  G I F T S
MANY COMPANIES AND FOUNDATIONS MATCH EMPLOYEE GIFTS TO ARTS AND CULTURAL

INSTITUTIONS. MAXIMIZE THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT—MAKE YOUR MATCHING GIFT TODAY!

If your company matches charitable gifts, your donation may be doubled each season, and you may be entitled to
additional benefits at your matched level of giving. contact your company’s employee Benefits Department to inquire
about this opportunity. In most cases, all you have to do is complete a matching gift form and send it to San Francisco
Opera Matching Gifts, Development Office, 301 Van ness avenue, San Francisco, california 94102, or call the
Development Department at (415) 565-3212. We’ll take care of the rest! San Francisco Opera extends its deepest
appreciation to the following organizations that have made contributions through their matching gifts programs.
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The following patrons have made a legacy commitment to San Francisco Opera association and have joined the Bel canto
Legacy Society as of October 13, 2014. Their generosity helps support our long-range financial stability and artistic planning.
Please consider joining this extraordinary group. For more information, contact Mark Jones, Director of endowment and
Legacy Giving, at (415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com. Thank you for your support.

Marilyn Horne,  hOnORARy ChAiRWOMAn

BEL CANTO LEGACY SOCIETY

Kenneth & Barbara Adams
Mrs. Elaine L. Alden
Sophie & Ted Aldrich
Jesse J. Alexander*
Anthony J. Alfidi
Lt. Col. James M. Alfonte
Paul B. Althouse
David & Judith Preves Anderson
Mrs. Carol Arnold
Elizabeth Lawler Ashley
Mrs. Jeanine Augst
Mrs. F. G. Austin
Frances Y. Austin*
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian
Bobbi & Marty Bach
Margot Shinnamon Bach
Randolph G. Baier*
M. L. Baird in memory of 

Travis & Marion Baird
Martha Baker
Ca ntor Roslyn Barak
Nancie Barker
Elizabeth Barlow & Stephen McClellan
Marie L. Bartee
Beata E. Bartholomay
Betty Basham
Steve & Ina Bauman
Robert H. Beadle
Robert E. Beck*
Robert Henry Bellamy
Pascal J. F. Belloncle
Andrew J. Bellotti*
Fritzi Benesch*
Merle Becker
Raymond J. Berard
Carole B. Berg
Dawne Bernhardt
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey & 

Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin*
Heide Betz
Jo Ann Biasotti & Dav id T. Crowder
Phyllis B. Blair
Ms. Susan S. Blake
Linda Blondis
Jared & Claire Bobrow
Diane Hoar Bond
Drs. Seymour & Sylvia Boorstein
Christine M. Boulanger, MD
Mr. Christopher L. Bowen
Dr. Lois Brainard
Barbara & Robert Brandriff
John & Eva Breyer
Lynda L. Brothers
Agnes Chen Brown
Mr.* & Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan
Donald Buhman & 

C. Wray Humphrey
Ralph & Clairelee Leiser Bulkley
James R. Burch
John D. Burke
Roger Bus se & Oscar Celli
Richard Buth & James Schull
Mrs. James P. Butler
Jack Calhoun
Ms. Annette Campbell-White
Frances Campra
Betty J. Carmack
June B. Carr
Ronald Casassa
Emanuela N. Catena
Mark R. Chaitkin
Mrs. Hella Cheitlin
Mrs. Johanna Childhouse
Jack Christensen
Gillian Clark

Harry Gilbert Clarke*
Maureen Clarke
Carlyn Clause & Alexander L. Brainerd
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner
Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Roberta Colin
James T. Concannon
Tony & SueAnn Converse
Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook
Rudolph R. Cook Trust
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope
Mary Ellen Copner
Jennifer Cowan
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Camille Crittenden
George & Susan Crow
John & Lois Crowe
Nancy Ann Curran*
Gerald F. Currier & Cleveland M. Smith
The Claude Cypra Family Trust
Friedericka A. Dalbey*
David Dall
Anne Dauer
Charles & Dorothy Davis
Dick Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
C ornelia Y. de Schepper
J. C. De Tata, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Ulric & Glenda Dennis
Ms. Jackie Deskin
Franklin C. Deters*
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson
Carol & Dixon Doll
Jeanne Dorward
Stephen Ringland Drewes
Thelma Dry
Pat Dubrow
Arnold & Trudy Duncan
Alan F. Egan, J.P.
Ludmila & Peter Eggleton
Mr. Joseph Ehrman III
Stephen Eimer & Kevin Ann Cartwright
Philip M. Eisenberg*
Christine M. Englund
Barbara & Ed Esc hbach
Patricia M. Evans
Rod* & Ingrid Evans
Richard B. Everett
Robert F. Ewing
Mrs. Joan Falender
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick
Jack & Marsha Firestone
Lucille V. Fjoslien
Ms. Kristina Flanagan
Carl Wilhelm Folk
Martha J. Foltz
Mary & Tom Foote
Barbara Jean Fopp
Kathi Freeman
Barbara & William* Friede
Joseph & Antonia Friedman
John H. Frykman & Cheryl C. Arnold*
Louis B. Gagliardi
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. & 

Kenneth J. Denhard
Sheilah Purcell Garcia
Jack & Carroll Gardner
Dewey Garrett
Mrs. Nancy Geller
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon P. Getty
Prof. Douglas C. Giancoli
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg
Ione Gille
David Gockley

William W. Godward
Jon Kevin Gossett
Doris W. Grau
Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha
Anne Patricia Gray
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Jean Haber Green, M.D.*
Ms. Julie Green
Roger W. Green
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood
Flora Greenhoot*
Zane O. Gresham & 

Carole J. Robinson
Mr.* & Mrs. Edward M. Griffith
Claude & Nina Gruen
Ursula Grunfeld
Eleanor Guilford
Yvette & John G. Gurley
Timothy F.* & E. Ann* Haggerty
Harry C. Haines
Mr. Hadley D. Hall
Kristina K. Hall
Hunter Pittenger Harris
Sanford* & Mary Grace Harris*
Jane & David Hartley
Fred Hartwick
Mrs. Janine Hawkins
Winchell T. Hayward*
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy
Mary & Craig  Henderson
Donald A. Hermann
Joan Hett
Robert W. Hofer
Kenneth L. Holford
Marilyn Horne
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich
Sally V. Houston
Margaret E. Hoyt
Linda Humber
Leslie & George Hume
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins
Bruce Hyman
Carol Inberg Estate
Marsha Irwin
Keith J. Isaacson*
James A. Ito
Barbara K. Jackson
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Elizabeth Ann Jacobs
Yorke & Jacqueline Jacobson
John* & Nancy Jalonen
Robin & Ginny  Jaquith
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Bruce M. Jewett
Mrs. Mary Jopé
Mac & Mary Jordan
Sally Jordan
Dr. Devorah Joseph 

in memory of Irving Joseph
Joan Juster
Lilli Kalis M.D.*
Mrs. Gloria S. Kaplan
William* & Margaret Kaplan
Dick & Sherry Karrenbrock
Jeannie Kaufman
S. Joel Kaufmann
Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner & 

Dr. David D. Stein
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern
Ms. Eiko Kikawada
Nelda Kilguss
Mrs. Richard Kinninger
Harleigh Tha yer Knott
Diana Dollar Knowles*
Edson K. Kong, Esq.
Mrs. Christine Kradjian

Charles C. Kredensor & 
Frederic S. Saunders

Herbert & Barbara Kreissler
Michael L. Kurt
Joan Kwansa
Regina Lackner
Barbara J. Lane
Judy & Donald Langley
Dr. James P. Laumond M.D.
Beverly & Richard Lavine
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Samuel Leask
Paul E. LeMal M.D.
Mary Lemmon
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt
John E. Leveen
Lawrence & Silvia Lin
Lisa P. Li ndelef
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom
Donald R. Lipp
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield*
Allan M. Lluch
Vera M. Long*
Maurice E. Loomis
Shirley & Hersch Loomis
George F. Lucas & 

Thomas Rothgiesser
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons
Andrew F. Maguire
Cynthia & John Major
Robert G. Manette
Peter Mansfield
Mr. Joseph Marino Jr.
Deborah Marion, CPA, EA
Mrs. Thelma Marken
David Marsten
Letha Ann Martin
Evelyn S. Martinez
Marilyn Mathers
Anne E.  Matthew
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian
Florence & William McConnell
Michael McGinley
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin
Ruth McManus Trust
Burt & Deedee McMurtry
Ronald & Judith McWilliams
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis
Edward Merrick
Lucinda Merrill
Carol L. Meyer*
Dorothy T. Meyer*
Ralph R. Michaelis*
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser
Diane Compagno Miller
George M. Miller
George P. Miller & 

Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr.
Vivienne  E. Miller
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Bill & Susan Mirbach
D. G. Mitchell
Sandra Mock
C. Kenneth More
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Andrew Morris
Thelma C. Morris
William O. & Susan W. Morris
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Lee Mosley*
Ms. Kathleen Much
Nancy S. Mueller
Tom & Anne Muller
Heidi Munzinger
Majbritt Murdock
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D.

Peter J. Musto
Vija Hovgard Nadai
Marilyn & David Nasatir
Roselee Nichols
Marie J. Niemann
Mary L.  Nilan
Dante Noto
Norman* & Hillevi Null
Dr. Florence R. Oaks*
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson
Commodore & Mrs. K.R. Orcutt
Sheldeen Germaine Osborne
Kathleen Dale Oscarson
Lise Deschamps Ostwald
Father David F. Pace
Thomas Pajak
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi
Barbara H. Paley
Mrs. Doris Panzer
John Merola Papa*
Mrs. Verna Parino
Miss Virginia Patterson
Carol Potter Peckham
Anette Penner
David & Gail Perin
Cinda &  Spence Perry
Dame Donna Petersen
John* & Maria Pitcairn
Katherine Plummer*
Mrs. Jan Popper
Roger & Deborah Potash
Karen L. Burtness Prak & 

Jan Willem L. Prak
Janet & Michael Quartaroli
Robert E. Rabourn
Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer
Thomas R. Ranweiler
William D. Rasdal
Alan & Nancy Raznick
Glenn H. Reid
Marie Ruth Rhein
Keith W. & Marjorie Riley
Mrs. Richard D. Ringe
Kathryn E. Ringgold
Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie
L.  Ronn Robbins
Rusty Rolland
Gerald B. Rosenstein
Barbara J. Ross
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
James Ross
Karl Ruppenthal* & Jo Maxon
Louise A. Russell
Bob & Terri Ryan
Philip Mark Ryan
Mr. Jordan H. Sachs
Mrs. John M. Sanderson
Ilse Sauerwald*
Michael & Gini Savage
Betsey Schneider
Debra Schoenberg
Thea Lou Seese
Marilyn G. Seiberling
Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
Cynthia B. Selfridge
Christine Selle
James & Connie Shapiro
Carol yn Shaw
Dorothy Nedine Shaw*
Mrs. Jean A. Sherlin
Jim & Mai Shields
Ruth A. Short
John Shott
Robert Shultz
Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Ms. Joan M. Silva

* deceased
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Barbara Silverberg
Donna Silverberg
Willis S.* & Marion B. Slusser*
Derek* & Stephanie Smith
Dr. Lorraine E. Smith
Kenneth & Joanne Snow
Steven Souza & Therese Souza
Mrs. Charles Spalding
Mr. Robert L. Speer
Lynda Spence
Gail Andersen Stark
The Honorable & Mrs. Wm. D. Stein
Eric Stevens
Mr. James R. Stockton
Merna Strassner
Blossom F. Strong
Dr. Jerome D.* & Mary K. Swalen
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei
Jack E. Teeters
D r. Sam Thal
Mrs. Betty S. Toy*
Barbara L. Traisman
Maxine Trost
Michael E. Tully
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell
Suzanne E. Turley & William R. Jackson*
Mrs. Yuki Tuttle
Florence E. Twyman
Yvonne Upsher
Gloria Valair
Paul E. van Dyk
Mr. & Mrs. Willard E. Vernon
Shirley Wilson Victor
Albert J. Vizinho
Eunice L. Vogel
Garry Waba
Dr. Bradford W. Wade
Melody & Rebecca Walden-Pound
Cmdr. & Mrs. Homer Wallin
Barbara M. Ward
Ram ona Wascher
Rosalie V. Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster
Mitzie Naff Weiner
Maurice & Gale Weir
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Daphne & Stuart Wells
George White
Mr. Thomas D. Wickens*
Josephine P. Wiik, R.N.
Michelle Wilcox & Rob Kuhling
Miles* & Virginia Willard
S. Grace Williams*
Sheila M. Wishek
Marcia E. Wolfe
Mr. John Wong
Bonnie Woodworth*
Sylvia Stein Wright
Stanley M. Yantis, M.D.
Joan F. Yates
Dr. & Mrs. Robert  Yoerg
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian E. James
Rev. & Mrs. Paul H. Young, Jr.
William T. Zaumen
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz
Stephen & Connie Zilles
Diane & Michael ZumBrunnen
Anonymous (67)

* deceased

BEL CAntO LEGACy SOCiEty
continued

Legacy Gifts Received

SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA ASSOCiAtiOn honors the memory of the following patrons whose vision and generosity have provided significant
support through bequests and other legacy gifts received between august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014.

robert e. Beck
Marion zimmer Bradley
cabaniss Memorial Fund
Marilyn a. cereghino
Jean haber Green, M.D.
richard B. Gump

e. ann haggerty
Mary Grace harris
claramae Turner hoffmann
Milan Milton holdorf
carol Inberg
Lilli Kalis M.D.

Diana Dollar Knowles
Vera M. Long
Gladys Meyerfeld
Dr. Florence r. Oaks
edith Mary Palmer
John Merola Papa

Katherine Plummer
Dorothy nedine Shaw
Willis S. & Marion B. Slusser
Mrs. Betty S. Toy
S. Grace Williams

Legacy Gifts 
Made Easy!

You can strengthen the future of San Francisco Opera

through a legacy gift that requires no assistance from an

attorney or other professional advisor. Just fill out a brief

form. These easy gifts include:

• IRAs and other retirement plans

• Stocks and bonds

• Donor advised funds

• Life insurance policies

• Savings and checking accounts

• Commercial annuities

To set up one of these gifts, contact the institution that holds

your asset and ask them for a beneficiary form.

When you let us know you’ve named San Francisco Opera in a

beneficiary form, we’ll invite you to join the Bel Canto Legacy

Society. It’s our way of honoring your commitment. When you

step forward, you encourage others to do the same.

Contact Mark Jones

Director of Endowment & Legacy Giving 

(415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com
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LEAdERShiP CiRCLE
$1,000,000 anD aBOVe

Andrew J. Bellotti*
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Bowes, Jr.
Columbia Foundation
Ray* & Dagmar Dolby
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Mr. & Mrs. James Heagy
The William Randolph Hearst

Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett

Foundation
Francesca Deering Howe Estate
The Hume Family
Dora Donner Ide Estate
Barbara K. Jackson
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Franklin &  Catherine Johnson
The Diana Dollar Knowles Trust
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield*
Lorry I. Lokey
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate
National Endowment for the Arts
Bernard Osher Foundation
In memory of Frank D. Stout
Lorna Talbot Estate
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate
Patricia Yakutis Estate
Anonymous (1)

COMPOSERS CiRCLE
$500,000 TO $999,999
Mai G. Coggin Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Francis Goldsmith Trust
Richard B. Gump Estate
Claramae Turner Hoffmann Estate
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard
Jefferson Peyser Estate
K. Hart Smith Estate
Harry J. Wagner Estate

LiBREttiStS CiRCLE
$250,000 TO $499,999
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate
Ms. Ginger Dostrow*
Phyllis Edwards Estate
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate

in memory of 
Stella & Maurice Eliaser

Roberta Empey Estate
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate

James Irvine Foundation
in honor of Myron Du Bain

R. Earl Robinson Fund
Ruth C. Samson Estate
Claudia Stoop Estate
Earl H. Teass Trust
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic

COnduCtORS CiRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Mr.* & Mrs. John M. Bryan
Chevron USA
Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate

in memory of Robert Watt Miller
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Ms. Leonie Darwin*
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Draper, III
Robert F. Ewing
Derek M. Fairman Estate
Charles D. Field Estate
R. Gwin Follis Foundation
William W. Godward
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III
Hewlett-Packard Company
Holmes Foundation
Hugh Keenan Estate
Donald Khulke Trust
Evelyn Lorenz Estate
Mary Lorenz
Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate
Russell J. Mays 1994 Trust
Robert McAlpin Moore
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate
Barbara V. Morse Estate
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg
Keith W. &  Marjorie J. Riley
Gerald B. Rosenstein
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation
Ruth Sanderson Estate
Ilse Sauerwald 
James H. Schwabacher Estate
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate
Edward Meade Smith Estate
Nellie D. Stephens Estate
Alice Vincilione
Carole Wagner Estate
Barbara M. Ward & 

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder
Whitney Warren Estate
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz

diVAS CiRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Marguerite Arends Estate
Gertrude Baker Trust
Bank of America Foundation
Katherine R. Blyth Estate
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc.
Del Monte Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell
Fireman’s Fund American

Foundation
Fleishhacker Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund
William G. Gilmore Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris
Marco P. Hellerman Estate
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate
Hewlett-Packard Foundation
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate
Joan J. Jacobs
Effiellen Jeffries Estate
G. William Jewell Estate
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg
Edith Koshland Estate
M.E. Lorenz Estate
McBean Family Foundation
Florence N. Mel Estate
The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr.
Ailsa C. Pender Estate
Janet L. Pynch Estate
James D. Robertson
Earl Robinson Estate
Mrs. William P. Roth
Violetta Sharpe Estate
Syntex Corporation
Donald & Rachel Valentine
Carole Wagner Estate
Crown Zellerbach Foundation
Harold & Doris Zellerbach
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate

ARtiStS & MuSiCiAnS
CiRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Dr. John Alden Fund
Fritzi Benesch*
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust
George Bowles
Chrissie B. Breedlove 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate
Broadway-Hale Stores
Mrs. Harry F. Camp

Meyer M. Camp
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Philip Carlson Estate
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo
Edward P. Eassa Trust
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate
David B. Felch Estate
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate
Hilda Gard Trust
Frank Gerbode
Eleanor Guilford
Vija Hovgard
William S. & Vivienne Howe

Estate
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg
Betty Ford Lingo—

The Cerimon Fund
Russell J. Matthias Estate
Diana L. McClure Estate
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate
Morris Trust
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate
Pacific Lighting Corporation
Pacific Telesis
Christopher Page 1985 Trust
Deborah Pentz Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri
Agnes D. Porter Estate
Retail Dry Goods Association of 

San Francisco
R.C. Samson Estate
Casey L. Scott
Dr. A. Jess Shenson
Emmett G. Solomon
Lynda Spence
Wells Fargo Bank
Anonymous (1)

ARtiStS & MuSiCiAnS
CiRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Nerzig Apkarian Estate
Roy Backus Estate
Mr. J. P. Barger
Muriel C. Barnett Estate
John L. Blake
Miss Louise Boyd Estate
Florence W. Bruce
Neil Buckley Estate
Roy Cadenasso Estate
Robert W. Cahill Estate

Lillian Miller Carlson 
Memorial Fund

Francis & Lainee Chen
Edward J. Clark
B. B. Cohen Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate
Charles & Dorothy Davis
Helen Dennis Estate
Di Giorgio Foundation
DWD Fou ndation
Richard J. Elkus
Richard Everett
Richard Farley Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field
Tully M. Friedman
Robert Gallo
Lewis W. Hale Estate
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills
David R. Hyman Estate
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales
Ruth Kaufman Estate
Jesse Koshland
Grover Magnin Estate
Matson Navigation Company
Anne E. Matthew
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller
Diane L. Morris
Kathleen Dale Oscarson
Thelma C. Owen Estate
Marion Stuart Parker Estate
Kathleen R. Poer Estate
Ruth Prager Estate
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate
Mrs. John P. Renshaw
Alfred Sbarboro Estate
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate
Carolyn Shaw
Mary Shoch
Jack D. Soldate Estate
Muriel McKevitt Sonné
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low
Henry F. Trione
Tallant Tubbs Estate
Constance Tydeman
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon
Mr. & M rs. Brooks Walker, Jr.
Marie Welch West Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton
James Wilson Estate
Anonymous (1)

To be the most exciting force in the opera world, the company needs
your long-term commitment and support. We honor those whose
endowment contributions since 1972 have helped ensure that our
tradition of excellence continues. consider adding your name to this list
by making a current or legacy gift of $10,000 or more to the company’s
endowment. To learn more, contact Mark Jones, Director of endowment
and Legacy Giving, at (415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com.

A Force for the Future

nAMEd FundS
The following named endowment funds help ensure that
the company will remain an exciting force in the opera
world for decades to come.

William randolph hearst young artists Fund
Francesca Deering howe Principal artist Fund
caroline h. hume Music Director Fund
Burgess & elizabeth Jamieson Fund
Pitch & cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund
The Diana Dollar Knowles Fund for emerging artists
edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund
Bernard Osher endowment Fund
Madeleine h. russell night at the Opera Fund
Thomas Tilton Production Fund
Phyllis c. Wattis Opera Fund
Phyllis c. Wattis Opera Fund for new Productions
Patricia yakutis endowment Fund

ENDOWMENT FUND
The

* deceased
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SAn FRAnCiSCO OPERA is pleased to acknowledge the generosity of the following donors for their in-kind contributions recorded from
august 1, 2013 through October 13, 2014. In-kind donors receive benefits including but not limited to: exclusive client entertainment privileges,
networking opportunities, brand name recognition, and employee benefits.

LEAdERShiP CiRCLE
$100,000 & aBOVe

KDFC Radio
KPIX/KBCW
Music Exchange*
San Francisco Chronicle
San Francisco Examiner
United Airlines
Webcor Builders
Yamaha**

PLAtinuM CiRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Asero Insurance Services

GOLd CiRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Armanino McKenna LLP
Clear Channel Outdoor
Mission Minded
The Ritz-Carlton, 

San Francisco
The St. Regis San Francisco

SiLVER CiRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
E&J Gallo/ 

William Hill Estate Winery
The Fairmont San Francisco
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fullerton
Gloria Ferrer Caves & Vineyards 

Allen Matkins LLP
The Patina Group
Seyfarth Shaw
Hon. & Mrs. George P. Shultz
The Westin St. Francis 

San Francisco

BEnEFACtOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
American Audio Visual Center
Bloomers
Thomas Larsen
M.A.C Cosmetics
Ms. Nancy S. Mueller
Silver Pines Vineyards

inVEStOR
$3,000 TO $4,999
Stanlee R. Gatti Designs

MEMBER
$1,000 TO $2,999
Mr. Paul M. Eldering
Ms. Karen Richardson & 

Mr. Jon Rubinstein
Public

*Pianos provided and serviced by
Music Exchange

** Yamaha is the official piano of 
San Francisco Opera

IN-KIND GIFTS

Daniela Mack in the 2013 San Francisco Opera 
production of The Barber of Seville

have an old car taking up space in your
driveway? Consider donating it to 
San Francisco Opera! it’s an incredibly easy
way to dispose of your old vehicle while
supporting the Company you love. 

We accept all types of vehicles—cars, trucks,
SuVs, motorcycles, AtVs and even boats—and
can pick them up at a time that is convenient
for you. your donation will be tax-deductible
and will help San Francisco Opera continue to
deliver world-class performances, train the stars
of tomorrow, bring opera education to local
schools and present free community events.

to donate your vehicle or learn more, 
go to sfopera-cardonations.com 
or call 855-99-OPERA.

Donate Your Vehicle to San Francisco Opera
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* full or partial in-kind donation

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM

OFFICERS
Jayne C. Davis, Chairman

Donna L. Blacker, President
Patrick Wilken, 

Immediate Past President
Carlyn Clause, Vice President

Joan B. Kelly, 
Vice President

Robert B. Mison, 
Vice President

Mary Sue Bizzarri, Treasurer
Lindsay MacDermid,

Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS
Mrs. Starr Bruce

(1957–1962)
James H. Schwabacher

(1962–1991)
Dr. A. Jess Shenson

(1991–1995)
Jayne Davis 
(1995–1999)

Rusty Rolland 
(1999–2003)

David S. Hugle
(2003–2007)
Patrick Wilken 
(2007–2011)

$35,000 & ABOVE
FOUNDATIONS
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation
Al Garren Fund
Karl & Alice Ruppenthal 

Foundation for the Arts

CORPORATIONS
Deloitte*
San Francisco Opera Association*

INDIVIDUALS
Mike & Rusty Rolland

$20,000–$34,999
FOUNDATION
Bernard Osher Foundation

GOVERNMENT
National Endowment for the Arts

CORPORATION
Culinary Excellence Catering*

INDIVIDUALS
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Miss Vivienne E. Miller

$10,000–$19,999
FOUNDATIONS
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson Foundation
Rusty Rolland & the Schick Foundation
Wallis Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Peter & Jayne Davis
Dr. Edward Gomez & Dr. Ellen Mack
Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. John Lee
Ellen & Laura Michelson
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg*
Mary Stevens Riley
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein
In Memory of Cameron Waterman III

$5,000–$9,999
FOUNDATIONS
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston, 

The Shenson Foundation 
in memory of Ben & A. Jess Shenson

The Ross McKee Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild East Bay Chapter

CORPORATIONS
Frank Ancona*
Nob Hill Gazette*
VGS Chateau Potelle Winery*

INDIVIDUALS
Masha Archer*
Darla & Richard Bastoni
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd*
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin
George & Susan Crow
Mrs. Mary A. Culp
Dr. Lisa Danzig
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson
Ira D. Dearing
Mary & Tom Foote
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
James Heagy in memory of Janey Heagy
Mary & Craig Henderson
Ms. Harriet Heyman & Mr. Michael Moritz
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Norman T. Larson
Bernice & John Lindstrom
Thomas E. Morton & Anne L. Morton
Victoria Nakamura
James A. Noe III
Ms. Patricia Nottingham
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Bob & Terri Ryan
Natalie O. Shuttleworth*
Dr. David D. Stein & Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner*
Dr. & Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting*
Mrs. Anita Weissberg
Mrs. Alfred Wilsey
Susan York
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous

$2,000–$4,999
FOUNDATIONS
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Raymond Family Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild Marin Chapter

San Francisco Opera Guild 
Peninsula Chapter

San Jose Opera Guild
The Sequoia Trust
William Karl Schwarze Trust

CORPORATIONS
Anderson & Poole, P.C.*
Breathless Wines*
Hafner Vineyard*
New Orleans Opera Association*
Tante Marie’s Cooking School*

INDIVIDUALS
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip B. Beck
Ms. Helen Berggruen
Dr. Phyllis Blair
Ms. Brooke Bourland
Ms. Eloise Bouye
Ms. Langley Brandt
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Ms. Birgit Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clark
Maureen Clarke
Mr. Michael Colbruno
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Cross
Dr. James Tristan Cross
John & Lois Crowe
Dr. & Mrs. Roy L. Curry
Peggy & Reid Dennis
Mr. David Dickson & Mr. Patrick Wilken
Keith Doerge
Ms. Susan English & Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Eschbach
Mr. Thomas E. Foutch
Mr. R. David Freeman & 

Mrs. Virginia Freeman
Barbara & Terry Freethy*
Ms. Sandra Gale
Ms. Pamela George
Mrs. Ronald Gray
Michael A. Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Hetzel
Ms. Susan Hone
Greer & Thayer Hopkins
Mrs. Dana T. Horner
Mr. David S. Hugle
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly
Dr. Marion R. Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Lindberg
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid
Dr. Shireen Mansouri & Mr. Shawn Delaney
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
James R. Meehan

David Miller
D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Mr. Milton Mosk & Mr. Thomas Foutch
Ms. Erica Nelson & Mr. Guy Cross
Mr. Haggai Niv
Mr. Paul D. Nordine
Anne & Don O’Brien*
Hiroko Prather
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Robbins/Cullen Family
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Shafer
Miss Dorothy Schimke
Drs. Milton & Sondra Schlesinger
Ruth A. Short
Ms. Jean Shuler
Dr. J. H. Silveira
Mary & Paul Slawson*
Gerald D. Sullivan & Judith K. Sullivan
Lynn Sullivan
Mrs. Mary K. Swalen
Ms. Suzanne Turley
Douglas Von Qualen
Bruce & Fran Walker
Ms. Faye Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler
Stephen & Connie Zilles

$1,000–$1,999
FOUNDATIONS
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation
Opera Standees Association

CORPORATIONS
First Republic Bank
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco*
James Lim, Area Managing Director, 

Galleria Park Hotel*
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra*
Ramekins*
Sue Fisher King*
Vinfolio*
The Wine Country Inn*

INDIVIDUALS
Ms. Dolores M. Allen
Patricia Vaughn Angell
Nina K. Auerbach, MD
Mary Sherrill Baxter
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bean
Mr. & Mrs. David Berluti
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bialek
Paul & Kathy Bissinger
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri
Mrs. Peter H. Black

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton
Mr. & Mrs. Tom H. Burkhart
Frances Campra
Dr. Richard Caplin & Ms. Mary Ann Wloszek
Mr. Martin S. Checov & Mr. Timothy J. Bause
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Cluff
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins & 

Mr. Leonard Collins
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean
Ms. Melanie Dodd
Ms. Christine Doyle & Mr. Michael Yessik
Jerome C. Draper, Jr.*
Ms. Donna Dubinsky & Mr. Len Shustek
Mr. Peter Felleman
Mr. Martin Friedman
Mr. David Gockley
Anne P. Gray
Bruce & Inta Hasenkamp
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hess
Mr. Robert Jacoby
Ms. Andrea G. Julian
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman
Ms. Jean Kellogg
Ms. Nelda Kilguss
Drs. Danielle & Rondall Lane
Ms. Kathe Lange
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & Mr. David Laudon
Dr. David Larson
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey
Mr. William Lokke
Eve & Niall Lynch
Dr. Myron Marx
Nola Masterson & Bruce Jenett*
Mr. Albert Medvitz & Ms. Jeanne McCormack
Mr. Stanley Michael & Mr. John Churchwell
Mr. John C. Miller
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. Mooradian
Mrs. Albert J. Moorman
Ms. Camille Morishige
Mrs. Pamela Murdock
David & Marilyn Nasatir
Robert & Carol Parvin
Suzanne Pollak
Anna & Frank Pope
Ms. Susan K. Prather
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Sanders*
Dr. & Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson
Donald H. Stanford, M.D.*
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter
Mr. Martin Tannenbaum
Ms. Maggie Thompson
Dr. William & Patty Weeden
Ms. Shirley Woo & Mr. David Rosenfeld
Anonymous

DIRECTORS
Adam Arthur Bier

Barbara Bruser Clark
Michael Colbruno

The Hon. 
Marie Bertillion Collins

Hugh J. Coughlin
Dr. James Tristan Cross

George Crow
Dr. Lisa Danzig

Edward N. Eschbach
R. David Freeman

Pamela George
Mary Henderson

Melvyn Hetzel

Susan Hone
Dana Turkington Horner

David S. Hugle
Robert B. Jacoby
Nafiseh Lindberg
Sylvia R. Lindsey

John W. Lindstrom
Dr. Myron Marx

Stanley J. Michael III
Thomas E. Morton

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg
Rusty Rol land

Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Dr. David D. Stein

Blanche Germain Streeter

Dr. W. Conrad Sweeting
Anita Weissberg
Carol A. Weitz

Susan York
Stephen Zilles

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
Peggy Dennis

Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Mrs. Jane R. Le Roux
Harriet Meyer Quarré

Mary Stevens Riley
Gerald B. Rosenstein

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations and corporations for their generous gifts
totaling $1,000 or more and made between October 1, 2013, and September 30, 2014, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more informa-
tion about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 565-6427, e-mail mop@sfopera.com, or visit our website at www.merola.org.

THE MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM is dedicated to the continuing education and professional training of the finest young operatic talent and
the development of this talent into professional opera singers, coaches and stage directors of the highest artistic caliber. Merola operates in
close artistic collaboration with San Francisco Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, governed by a separate board of directors.
Merola is responsible for its own fundraising, primarily from loyal members and foundations. 

Young artists participating in Merola’s intensive training program benefit from its association with San Francisco Opera, often returning to
appear on the main stage. In any given season, over 30% of all San Francisco Opera roles, including cover roles, are performed by former
Merola artists. Graduates of the Merola Opera Program include Joyce DiDonato, Susan Graham, Thomas Hampson, Anna Netrebko, Patricia
Racette, John Relyea, Patrick Summers, Ruth Ann Swenson, Carol Vaness, Rolando Villazón, Deborah Voigt and Dolora Zajick.

Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at www.merola.org. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director

Dan Meagher, Director of Marketing 

Tracy Grant,
Director of Foundation, 

Corporate & Government Relations

Christine Frank, Controller

Miriam Rosenfeld,
Donor Relations & Events Manager

Kelly Sepich
Marketing, Public Relations &

Events Associate

Cindy Ho
Part-time Bookkeeper/Accountant

ADMINISTRATION
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CORPORATE MATCHING GIFT DONORS
Adobe Systems Incorporated
American Express 

Gift Matching Program

AT&T Foundation
BankAmerica Foundation
Chevron U.S.A., Inc.

Genentech
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
IBM Foundation

McKesson Corporation
Millipore Corporation
Motorola

Sun Microsystems, Inc.
Time Warner Matching Grants Program
Union Bank of California

MEROLA LEGACY SOCIETY
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust or other estate plans. For more information on how
you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 565-6427.

Mrs. Barbara Adams
Mr. Kenneth Adams
Mrs. Judith Anderson
Mrs. John Anderton
Kathleen H. Barr
Ms. Eloise Bouye
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen
In Memory of George (Troy)

Browman & his Living
Partner J. Gerald Gagnon

Mr. Donald Buhman
Mr. Allen Chamness
Mr. Russell P. Chappell
Ms. Donna Chazen
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd

Mr. Michael Colbruno
Jose Maria Condemi
Mrs. Charles Cornman
Mr. Gerald F. Currie r & 

Mr. Cleveland M. Smith
Peter & Jayne Davis
Mr. Stephen Drewes
Mrs. Thelma Dry
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly
Mr. Robert F. Ewing & 

Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.
Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Mary & Tom Foote
Mario Fracchia
Mrs. William M. Friede
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Friedman

Ms. Magda Gabali
Mr. Louis B. Gagliardi
Tracy Grant
Miss Doris Grau
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley
James Heagy 

in memory of Janey Heagy
To m Houran & 

Bill Medigovich
Mr. David S. Hugle
Barbara K. Jackson
Ms. Elizabeth A. Jacobs
Ms. Dagmar L. Jamison
Ms. Joanie Juster
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman

Ms. Ludmila Kisseleva-Eggleton
& Mr. Peter Eggleton

Mr. Louis A. Koffman
Mr. Ken Kolby
Mrs. Barbara F. Kral
Herbert & 

Barbara Graham Kreissler
Ms. Joan Shelbourne Kwansa
Mr. Frank S. Lanier
Mrs. Olive Lawton
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom
Joseph R. Maletta-Hoffman

Family Trust
Ms. Norrine L. Marchegiani-Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin

Ms. Christine Miller
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Ms. Thelma Morris
Mr. Albert L. Mosher
Mr. Milton Mosk & 

Mr. Thomas Foutch
Mr. Carroll J. Newbanks
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Mr. Haggai Niv
Mr. Carl Noelke
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon
Ms. Brenda Osborne
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne &

Mr. Steven E. Tir rell

Ms. Verna Parino
Robert & Carol Parvin
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Mr. Robert Robertson
Mike & Rusty Rolland
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Ms. Louise A. Russell
Bob & Terri Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. John Ryckman
Jeannie Sack
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling
Ms. Carolyn Shaw
Ms. Jean A. Sherlin
Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Mr. & Mrs. David Sloss
Ms. Sue Sommer

Ms. Nancy Soper
Dr. David D. Stein & 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner
Dr. Sam Thal
Miss Carol Tomlin son
Mr. Hugh C. Trutton
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell
Ms. Suzanne Turley
Shirley Wilson Victor
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho
Ms. Gladys Wagman
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig
Ms. Ann L. Williamson
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous

The Merola Opera Program honors the memory of the following friends who have provided a legacy of support through their bequests and other planned gifts this year.
Mrs. Marjorie Appleton

Mrs. Marion Zimmer Bradley
Mr. William M. Burke

Orlando L. Clark
Allen B. Freitag

Dr. Lilli Kalis
Ms. Mary Lewis

Mr. Jack H. Lund
Dr. Charles Rolle

Mr. Karl Ruppenthal
Ms. Elena Servi
Ms. Betty Toy

TRIBUTES
Merola Opera Program expresses its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made memorial and honorary donations between October 1, 2013 and September 15, 2014.

IN MEMORY OF
Elena Servi Burgess
Zheng Cao
Jean B. Donnell
Robert L. Dunn
Bob Hawes
Janey Heagy

Jack Jeffry
Lotfi Mansouri
H. Bruce Miniberg
Luigi Moro
Helen Motyka
Valerie Pope

Henry W. Robinson & 
Nettie Robinson

Mary Louise Rosenberg & 
Alan Rosenberg

Helen Rosenzweig
Elli Sax
Joseph Sax

Mr. James H. Schwabacher
Robert Sullivan
Jerome Swalen
Bob Tomson
Joseph Tribulato
Ruth Voelker
Cameron Waterman III

IN HONOR OF
Cantor R oslyn Barak
Sarah Billinghurst
George Cederquist
Marie Collins
Hugh Coughlin
Nicolle Foland

Rebecca Glinsky
Susan Hone
Lisa Houston
Alexander Katsman
Joseph Lattanzi
Sylvia Lindsey
Daniel & Virginia Mardesich

Merola Class of 2014
Bob Mollicone
Marie Plette
Barbara Ross
Philip Skinner
Patrick Summers

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM ENDOWMENT
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment funds, which
provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.
Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund
Amici di Merola Fund
Barab Family Trust Fund
Dr. Leland Barber & Gladys K. Barber Endowment Fund
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund
Richard F. Bartlett Memorial Fund
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund
The Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund
Florence Bruce Fund
Bruser Family Fund
Carlton F. Bryan Fund
Betty Cable Fund
Zheng Cao Opera Fund
Mai G. Coggin Endowment Fund
Cooper Endowment Fund

Reid & Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund
Grace A. Diem & Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund
Nicholas & Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund
Gropper Memorial Fund
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund
Otto Guth Fund
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund

Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund
Heritage Fund
Vija Hovgard Endowment Fund
David S. Hugle & Haggai Niv Endowment Fund
The Jacobs Family Trust
Grace & Mildred Johnson Endowment Fund
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund
Donald Wayne Kennedy Fund
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund
Lotfi Mansouri Apprentice Director Fund
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund
Merola Members Endowment Fund
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund

In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund
Gerald S. Rosenstein Fund
Schick Memorial Fund
Eve & Henry Schlesinger Fund
The Shenson Family Fund
Claudia Stoop Memorial Fund
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund
Dickson Titus III Fund
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund
Frank W. & Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund
James L. Wilson Trust Endowment Fund
In Memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund
Alma Cella Yoder Trust
Estate of Mr. William Zoller

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM CAREER GRANTS
Merola Opera Program gratefully acknowledges the following donors who have provided special support to our young artists.

Dr. Phyllis B. Blair Career Grant—Drs. Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund
Florence Bruce Career Grant—Mrs. Starr Bruce Endowment Fund
Jean Donnell Memorial Career Grant—In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Career Grant—Mr. Richard N. Goldman Fund
Gropper Memorial Career Grant—Alfred Fromm & Otto E. Meyer, in

Memory of Dr. Angel Gropper
E. A. Haggerty Memorial Career Grant—

Larry L. Hillblom Foundation 
David S. Hugle Career Grant—Mr. David S. Hugle

Peter G. Kavantjas Career Grant—In memory of Peter G. Kavantjas
Endowment Fund

Merola Alumni Career Grant—Merola Opera Program Alumni
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Career Grant—

Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant—

The Bernard Osher Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bernhardt Poet z Memorial Career Grant—

A Friend of Merola

Mary A. Powell Career Grant—Mary A. Powell Fund
Schick Memorial Career Grant—Schick Memorial Fund
Schwabacher Family Career Grant—Mr. James H. Schwabacher
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston, 

The Shenson Foundation in memory of Drs. Ben & A. Jess Shenson 
Richard Strauss Opera Career Grant—

G. William Jewell, in memory of Mr. Robert C. Silvering
Dickson Titus III C areer Grant—Dickson Titus III Fund

SPECIAL THANKS
Hadleigh Adams
Vincanne Adams
Amici di Merola
Frank Ancona
Lisa Anderson
René Barbera
Casey Candebat
John Churchwell
Marie & Leonard Collins

Jose Maria Condemi
Dr. Clifford Cranna
Leah Crocetto
John DeMain
David Dickson & 

Patrick Wilken
Dennis Doubin
Jane Eaglen
Ann & Gordon Getty

Tracy Grant
Sheri Greenawald
Peter Grunberg & 

John Wyatt
James Heagy
Craig & Mary Henderson
Martin Katz
Jean Kellogg & Henry Tang
Drs. Joan B.  & James Kelly

Elsie M. Kelly
Quinn Kelsey
Kirill Kuzmin
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg
Daniela Mack
Emily & Robert Marcus
Mark Morash
Thomas L. Morton & 

Anne E. Morton

Ben & Marina Nelson
James A. Noe III
Dr. Sarah Kelly Oehler
Eric Owens
Anthony Reed
Mike & Rusty Rolland
San Francisco Opera 

Electronic Media
Department

San Francisco Opera’s 
Stage Management Team

Alek Shrader
Nadine Sierra
Efraín Solís
Matthew Stump
Zanda Švēd e
Rhys Lloyd Talbot
Maria Valdes

Carol Vaness
Szymon Wach
Anita Weissberg
Peter Winkelstein
Sun Ha Yoon

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999.

Merola gratefully acknowledges the following St. Charles Avenue Sponsors of the Merola Spring Benefit Gala.
Nordin & Donna Blacker Miss Vivienne E. Miller
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THE SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD gives
voice to potential through education and
outreach programs that bring opera center
stage into the life of the community.

OFFICERS
Charlot D. Malin, President

Fati Farmanfarmaian, Vice President, Administration
Laurie Chase, Vice President, Associate Directors

Emely Weissman, Vice President, Chapters
Barbara Traisman, Vice President, Community Outreach

Chandra Rudd, Vice President, Development
CJ Van Pelt, Vice President, Education

Linle J. Froeb, Vice President, Fundraising
Virginia Ziegler, Vice President, Marketing

Michelle Ritchie, Treasurer
Annie Calonico Schieding, Secretary

Ena Chan Cratsenburg, Education Fund Chairman
Karen J. Kubin, Past President

HONORARY DIRECTOR
David Gockley

STAFF
Susan Malott, Managing Director

Andrew C. Berger, Director of Education Programs
Dianna Cavagnaro, Manager of Special Events

Megan McDonald, Special Events and Volunteer Services
Martha Chesley, Finance Manager

Kelly Dewees, Education Program Administrator
Ellen Kerrigan, Opera à la Carte Coordinator

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
$100,000 & above
CORPORATION
Union Bank
Wells Fargo

$50,000–$99,999
CORPORATION
TriplePoint Capital

INDIVIDUALS
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Franklin & Catherine Johnson

$25,000–$49,999
CORPORATION
Baird
Bank of America
Bank of the West
BNY Mellon
Cartier North America
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Neiman Marcus Group
Nordstrom

INDIVIDUALS
Annette Campbell-White & 

Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Ann & Gordon Getty
Leslie & George Hume
Dr. Susan & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Joan & David Traitel
Garry Tramiel
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian James
Ann Ziff

$10,000–$24,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Accenture
Mimi and Peter Haas Fund

Rolls-Royce Motorcars Los Gatos/
Los Gatos Luxury Cars

San Francisco Giants

INDIVIDUALS
Nancy & Joachim Bechtle
Romana & John Bracco
Paula & Bandel Carano
Bill & Bridget Coughran
Phoebe Cowles & Robert Girard
David Dollinger
Richard Fullerton & 

Elizabeth Pang Fullerton
Ann & Daniel Girard
John & Marcia Goldman
Jane & David Hartley
Arlene Inch
Gretchen B. Kimball
Karen J. Kubin
Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca
Marissa Mayer & Zachary Bogue
Teresa & Mark Medearis
Judith & John Renard
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg
The Honorable & 

Mrs. George P. Shultz
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Sarah & Brad Somberg
Diane B. Wilsey
Sharon & Clark Winslo w
Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill

$5,000-$9,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Dodge & Cox
San Francisco Opera Guild 

East Bay Chapter
Taube Family Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
Greer & Veronica Arthur
Wilkes Bashford
Nina & Charles E. Belle
Jennifer & Jean-Jacques Bienaime
Elizabeth & David Birka-White
Sean P. Bohen
Barbara Brown
Eleanor & Theodore Brown
Karen & Anton Bruehl
Carol Franc Buck
Dr. Alisa Burgess-Blajwas & 

Mr. Harold Blajwas
Michael & Marilyn Cabak
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Iris Chan
Nancy Clark & Michael Broach
Beverly Coughlin
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg
Olivia Hsu Decker
Dagmar Dolby
Donna Dubinsky & Len Shustek
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg
Sandra Farris
Claire & Jeff Fluhr
Robert A. Fox
Chandra & Robert Friese
Linle & James Froeb
Louise Gund
Sylvia & John Hughes
Ronald S. Ja nkov
Claude & Katie Jarman
Susan & Eric Johnston
Lawrence A. Kern
Diana Kissil & John Cullison
Markos Kounalakis & 

Ambassador Eleni Kounalakis
Joan & John Lavorgna

Richard & Cynthia Livermore
Craig & Lynn Lubbock
Jennifer MacCready
Charlot & Gregory Malin
June & Stephen Manley
Linda & Stephen Mayne
Nion Tucker McEvoy
Anne McWilliams
Kimberly Hughes Moazed & 

Steve Moazed
Susan & Dennis Mooradian
Jane S. Mudge
Maryam  & Oran Muduroglu
Deborah Mueller & David Barber
Nancy S. Mueller
Hiro & Betty* Ogawa
Deepa Pakianathan & Phillip Pemberton
Skip Paul
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi & 

Mr. Paul Pelosi
Maria Pitcairn
Lynn & Edward Poole
Sarah Ratchye & Ed Frank
Joanna Rees & John Hamm
Louise & Paul Renne
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein
Pamela & Richard Rigg
Andreas Rippel & Patricia Fisher
Rose Rosenberg
Chandra & Michael Rudd
Karen Turner Sanford
Mary Beth & David Shimmon
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson
James R. & Susan Swartz
France Szeto
Elisabeth Thieriot
Barbara Traisman
Stephanie Tuttle & Ramsey Walker
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Celeste & Darryl Woo

$1,000–$4,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Comcast Ventures
Gucci America, Inc.
MacNaughton Family Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Marin Chapter
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Peninsula Chapter
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Sonoma Chapter
San Jose Opera Guild

INDIVIDUALS
Afsaneh Akhtari
Ann Akichika
J R Alward
Hamid & Homa Andalib
Gail & John Anderson
Mrs. Navid Armstrong
Cecilia Aviles
Rosemary Baker
Christopher & Daphne Ball
Thomas Barrett & Belinda Berry
Robert H. Beadle
Darren H. Bechtel & 

Samantha DuVall
Carol Benz
Josef Betz & Marion Olin
Fred & Betty Bialek
Joy Venturini Bianchi
Dawn Yates Black
Georgea Blakey
Cele ste & Michael Bobroff
Claire & Jared Bobrow
Eileen Bourgade
Heidi Skupien Bretz
Teresa Briggs
Robert & Jean Brock

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We extend
our sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations and foundations for
their generous support of $1,000 or more between between August 1, 2013 and October 31, 2014. For more information about supporting San
Francisco Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at 415-565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at www.sfoperaguild.com. 

* deceased
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD LEGACY SOCIETY
The San Francisco Opera Guild Legacy Society honors those who have included San Francisco Opera Guild in their will, trust or other estate plans.
For more information on how you can support San Francisco Opera Guild through your estate planning please call (415) 565-3291.

Ben D. & Dorothy Coppersmith
Rod & PJ Handeland

Jane & David Hartley
Bruce M. Jewett

Mr. Maurice Kanbar
James J. Ludwig

Mrs. W. Carroll Tornroth

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD EDUCATION FUND
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed or pledged $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco
Opera Guild’s Education Endowment Fund by October 31, 2014. For information on supporting the Guild’s Endowment, please call (415) 565-3291. 
Cheryl & Ralph Baxter
Karen & Anton Bruehl
Mr. & Mrs. Bandel Carano
The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper
Mary Corroon
Beverly Coughlin
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon R. Doll
Olivia Hsu Decker
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich
Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation

Anna Freiman
Ann & Daniel Girard
Katharine Hanrahan
Alfred Hartley
Jane & David Hartley
James Heagy
Barbara Henry
Jacquelin Hume
Claude & Katie Jarman
Mrs. Mark O . Kasanin
Karen J. Kubin

John & John Lavorgna
Eileen D. Ludwig
Cathy & Angus MacNaughton
Charlot & Gregory Malin
Susan & James Malott
Lois Manbert
Anne Marie Massocca
Kathleen McEligot
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Karen Merritt
Virginia Miller

Susan Mooradian
Mary Louise Myers
Susan O’Brien
Libby Pfau
Maria Pitcairn
Bill & Mary Poland
Ursula Ralph
Joyce Reitman
Venetta & John Rohal
Diane Rubin

San Francisco Opera Guild, 
East  Bay Chapter

San Francisco Opera Guild, 
Marin Chapter

San Francisco Opera Guild, 
Peninsula Chapter

Estate of Leontine Sassell
Ann Simpson
Claire Collins Skall
Susan Tamagni

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of community outreach programs
presented through the collaborative efforts of San Francisco Opera, the Opera Guild, and the Merola Opera Program.

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS continued

Accenture
Arte Travel
Barbara Traisman
Blue Angel Vodka
Bulgari
Cartier North America
Charlot and Gregory Malin
Dick Bright Orchestra
Donald Deal
Drew Altizer Photography
Ermenegildo Zenga

Essence Printing
Fiat Maserati of San Francisco
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco
George Lucas
Glodow Nead Communications 
Grand Hyatt San Francisco
ItalFoods
J. Riccardo Benavides, Event Stylist
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
La Marca  Prosecco
Lenny Broberg

Marc Jacobs
McCall’s Catering & Events
Meadowood Napa Valley
Nancy Cline
Neiman Marcus
Nob Hill Spa
Nordstrom
Patina
Professor Robert Greenberg
Ram’s Gate Winery
Raoul Martinez

Red Carpet Bay Area
Robin & Galena Woolard
Roederer Estate
Roka Akor San Francisco
Saks Fifth Avenue
San Francisco Opera
Satoko Furuta
Soirée Valet
St. Regis San Francisco
The Fairmont San Francisco
The Nob Hill Gazette

The  Scout Guide
The Westin St. Francis 

San Francisco on Union Square
Town&Country Magazine
United
Villa d’Este
Villa Laura
Virginia Ziegler
Wilkes Bashford
William Hill Estate Winery

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Barbara Brookins-Schneider
The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Mrs. John M. Bryan
Katie Budge
Lola Bugatto
Karen & Oliver Caldwell
Annie Calonico
Lucretia Carney
Mrs. Walter L. Carpeneti
Marie Carr
Donna Casey
Karin & David Chamberlain
Carolyn Chandler
Dr. Carolyn Chang
Robyn & Anthony Coles
Marie Bertillion Collins
Julie Coplon & Robert Capan
Shannon & Daniel Cronan
George & Susan Crow
Richard Cuneo
Dr. Thomas Cunnin gham
Jennifer Hensic Dal Bozzo
Jack Dane
Caroline Daniels
Robert Darling & Robert Rosen
Dinesh Das
Elizabeth de Baubigny
Christina Deeb
Pamala & Ted Deikel
Gail DeMartini
Nina Demmon
Jesus O. Diaz
Carol & Dixon Doll
Susan & Frank Dunlevy
Sara Duryea & Richard Damm
Adm. James O. Ellis
Fati Farmanfarmaian
John Ferrell

Mrs. Milbourne Finley & 
Dr. Thomas Mowery

Kristina Johnson Flanagan
Shari & John Fleming
Mary Foley
Mari lyn McCarrick Forni
Barbara & Arthur Fritz
Gary V. Garabedian
Stanlee R. Gatti
Judy Gaulke
David & Inger Golob
Joel Goodrich
Shelley Gordon
Clelia Gray
Michael Grepo
Angelique Griepp
Lisa & John Grotts
Georgette Guerra
Barbara A. Henry
Natalia Urrutia Hernandez & 

Israel Hernandez
Sarah & Austin Hills
Dennis Holahan
Roberta Holden
Ronald A. Holloway
Kelly Hood
Thomas E. Horn
Kathryn A. Huber
Christine Hughes
Bruce Hyman
A lex Ilica
Jane & Bert Inch
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Suzanne & Raj Jain
Dr. Melina Jampolis & 

Mr. Benjamin Oberman
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Candace & Don Kagin
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin

David Kensington
John Kerns
Cheryl & Gary King
Marilyn Kinney
Juanita & Alan Kizor
Alfred & Diane Knoll
Victoria & Guy Kornblum
Nancy & Ned Kriz
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Kuchen
Randall Laroche & David Laudon
Norman T. Larson
Dr.  Nancy Laube & Sheldon Laube
Anne & Daniel Laury
Raymond Lee
Libby Leffler
Mr. & Mrs. Carson Levit
Irene Lieberman
Nafiseh & Carl Lindberg
Frayda Lindemann
Xin Liu
Patricia Ferrin Loucks
Kathleen & Dexter Lowry
Lawrence & Nancy Ludgus
Johnny Mac
Brenda & Don MacLean
Adrienne Mally
Susan & James Malott
Monica Mary March & 

Enrique Rodriguez
Dr. Pamela Marron
Eric & Donna Matcovich
Jorge Maumer
Susie & Pat McBaine
Catherin e & Andrew McCauley
Kathleen McEligot
Tracy McLaughlin
John & Mary Melo
Russel & Karen Merritt
Virginia L. Miller

Rita & James Milner
Margaret Mitchell
Tania Modic & Bruce Gray
Phyllis Moldaw
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Kenneth W. Muller
Victoria Nakamura
Lisa Neugent
J. Boyce Nute
Susan O’Brien
Jeffrey & Darice O’Neill
Norman & Janet Pease
Dr. Mark Pederson
Tom Persons & Michelle Cheathem
Steven Phelps
Raj & Sujata P herwani
Bill & Mary Poland
Carolyn S. Pomerantz
Tanya Powell
Paul Pringle
Harriet Quarré
Ursula Ralph
Condoleezza Rice
Michelle Marie & James Ritchie
Heidemarie Rochlin
John Rosin
Connie Rossa
Diane Rubin
Deborah & Paul Sagues
George Sanbrook
Sande Schlumberger
Irmgard Schmid-Maybach
Cynthia Schreuder
Andrea Schultz
Sonia Soo Seem & Alan Seem
Sobia Aziz Shaikh
Gary & Dana Shapiro
Barbara & Arthur Sharif
Dr. Clara Shayev ich

Roberta Sherman
Dr. Jackie Shinefield
Mai Shiver
Jo Schuman Silver
Carol Simmons
Claire Collins Skall
Francoise & Andrew Skurman
Frederic Smith
Dr. Elisa Stephens
Belinda & Randy Steyer
David Stull & Jessica Downs
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome J. Suich
Beth Sullivan
Ken & Lena Tailo
Frederick & Laura Tanne
Patrick & Stephanie Terry
Andrea Thomas
Marilyn & Bill Timoney
Roland & Wendi Van der Meer
Paul E. van Dyk
C J Van Pelt
Jar ad & Marta Vasquez
Mira Veda & Jaz Vanga
Lorin & Debbie Vogel
Petra Vorsteher & Ragnar Kruse
Barbara Walkowski
Veronica Watson & Michael Petonic
Eve & Wallace Wertsch
Douglas Winthrop
Beatrice Wood
Kay Harrigan Woods
Lida Zaffaroni
Denise Zanze
Merla Zellerbach
Linda Elliott Zider
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler & 

Alvin Ziegler
Peter & Donna Zuber
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DINING AND REFRESHMENTS The Patina
Group serves an elegant hot buffet in the lower
lounge of the opera House beginning two hours
prior to all performances. Lighter fare is also served
before performances and during intermissions at
Patina’s café Express (Lower level) and Dress circle
café. call (415) 861-8150 or visit opentable.com for
reservations or to pre-order. Patrons dining in the
opera House may enter through the north
carriage entrance (adjacent to the War Memorial
courtyard) up to two hours prior to curtain.

The SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP, located on
the South Mezzanine level of the opera House,
sells opera cDs, DVDs, SF opera merchandise,
and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before
perfor mances, at intermissions, and afterward. all
proceeds benefit San Francisco opera. 

COAT CHECK For the safety and comfort of
our audience, all large parcels, backpacks,
luggage, etc. must be checked at the opera
House coat check, located at the north and
South ends of the Main Lobby. 

COURTESY TELEPHONE, for local calls only, is
located in the main lobby across from the South
passenger elevator 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS are available on all
levels except the Lower level, where there is a
courtesy water station on the north side. Water
bottles are permitted in the auditorium. 

OPERA GLASSES may be rented for $5 at the
north Lobby coat check. iD deposit is requested. 

LARGE PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES
are available at the coat check stations in the
main lobby.

FIRST AID STATION is located on the South
Lower level. in case of emergency, please ask
the nearest usher to assist you.

LOST AND FOUND items may be claimed at
the north coat check during the performance.
all unclaimed items are delivered to the 
War Memo rial Performing arts center at 
25 Van ness avenue, Suite 800, (415) 621-6600
(8 aM–5 PM, Monday–Friday).

Patrons wishing to REQUEST TAXI SERVICE
may do so with the usher at the Grove Street
entrance before the end of the final intermission.
requests are not a guarantee of service. Taxi
service is based on availability of licensed taxis.

Performance Etiquette
• Please turn off and refrain from using all

electronic devices before the performance,
including digital watches and cell phones.

• no cameras or recording equipment are
permitted in the opera House.

• as a courtesy to those who may have
fragrance allergies, please avoid wearing
perfume or cologne.

• no food or drink (except water bottles) is
permitted in the auditorium. 

• children of any age attending a
performance must have a ticket; no
babes in arms.
Management reserves the right to remove 

any patron creating a disturbance. 

San Francisco War Memorial and
Performing Arts Center

War Memorial Opera House
owned and operated by the city and county of
San Francisco through the Board of Trustees of

the War Memorial of San Francisco

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee, Mayor

TRUSTEES
MajGen J. Michael Myatt, USMc (ret.),

President
Wilkes Bashford, Vice President

nancy H. Bechtle
Belva Davis

Thomas E. Horn
Gorretti Lo Lui

Mrs. George r. Moscone
Paul F. Pelosi

charlotte Mailliard Shultz
James W. Stafford
Diane B. Wilsey

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director
Jennifer E. norris, Assistant Managing Director

YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE
The OPERA BOX OFFICE is located in the opera
House, 301 Van ness avenue, and is open
Monday 10 aM–5 PM, Tuesday through Saturday
10 aM–6 PM, and through the first intermission
on performance days. Tickets may also be
charged by phone at (415) 864- 3330 or ordered
online at sfopera.com. We accept american
Express, ViSa, Mastercard, and Discover. 

if you are unable to use your tickets to a
particular performance, you may exchange them
for tickets to another performance, subject to
availability, or donate them back to the opera.
Ticket exchanges for future performances can
be accommodated up to one hour before
curtain or during the first intermission. no
refunds are associated with ticket exchanges,
and a fee (plus any price differential) may apply. 

ACCESSIBILITY San Francisco opera is
committed to providing easy access for all of our
patrons. Please contact the opera Box office prior
to your visit so that we can ensure your comfort. 

For Patrons in Wheelchairs, San Francisco
opera offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a
range of prices. all entrances at the War
Memorial opera House are wheelchair
accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in
restrooms can be found on all floors (except the
Main Lobby and 5th floor Balcony levels).
accessible drinking fountains are located on all
floors except the Balcony level.

For Patrons Needing Assistive Listening
Devices, Sennheiser infrared sound amplification
headsets are available at the South Lobby coat
check. a major credit card or driver’s license is
required for deposit.

Text-to-Voice Supertitles: Live Titles, headsets
that provide a spoken version of the projected
supertitles, are available at the north coat check.
a major credit card or driver’s license is required
for deposit.

San Francisco War Memorial and Performing Arts Center 
War Memorial Opera House

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. in an  emergency, WALK, do not run,
to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to  nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 

San FranciSco OPERA
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INVESTING 
IN THE ARTS
YIELDSGREAT 
RETURNS.
Union Bank® believes that when communities come together to celebrate
creative expression, great things can happen. We thank you for your 
dedication to the arts—it’s your support, passion and leadership that
makes a difference.

Union Bank is proud to sponsor the San Francisco Opera’s ARIA program.

©2013 Union Bank, N.A.  All rights reserved.  Member FDIC.  Visit us at unionbank.com.
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Metamorphosis, an Hermès story

San Francisco 
125 Grant Avenue

(415) 391-7200

Hermes.com
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