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Nicola Luisotti, Music Director 
of both San Francisco Opera 

and Italy’s Teatro di San Carlo, 
will conduct this once-in-
a-lifetime performance of 
Verdi’s Requiem featuring 

the combined choruses and 
orchestras of both companies.

This sublime, thrilling work of 
high drama and deep solemnity 

will spotlight a quartet of 
suberb soloists: Leah Crocetto, 
Margaret Mezzacappa, Michael 
Fabiano and Vitalij Kowaljow. 

 Don’t miss this one-night-only 
concert!

the verdi requiem
October 25, 8pm

sfopera.com/requiem

Opera Box Office 
(415) 864-3330

War MeMOriaL Opera HOuse

Celebrate Verdi’s 
Bicentennial with  

Maestro Nicola Luisotti 
and 320 musicians!
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Dear opera-goers,

The War Memorial 
Opera House is 
abuzz with activity 

as we begin another 
successful season, 
and we are honored to 
present the soul-stirring 
productions and world-
class artistry that you will 
experience this fall. 

In 2013 San Francisco 
Opera celebrates the 
bicentennial births of two 
of the brightest stars in 
the operatic pantheon: Giuseppe Verdi and Richard Wagner. Music Director Nicola 
Luisotti conducts the definitive Falstaff of our day, Bryn Terfel, in Verdi’s masterful 
comedy as well as the eminent composer’s Messa da Requiem in a once-in-a-lifetime 
concert featuring the combined forces of San Francisco Opera and Italy’s Teatro di 
San Carlo of Naples—where Maestro Luisotti is also music director. And Principal 
Guest Conductor Patrick Summers leads a new production of Wagner’s first 
masterwork Der Fliegende Holländer.

Rounding out our fall offerings are Robert Carsen’s innovative and beloved 
production of Mefistofele, featuring a cast of stars and showcasing the renowned 
San Francisco Opera Chorus, and Rossini’s eternally fresh comedy Il Barbiere 
di Siviglia in an exciting original production. The Company also continues its 
commitment to growing the American operatic repertory by presenting its third 
world premiere of 2013: Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne, the first Stephen King 
novel to be brought to the lyric stage. With our roster of renowned artists and 
electrifying productions, we are continuing to fulfill our mission of presenting opera 
performances of the highest international quality.  

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our Company sponsors: the Ann and Gordon 
Getty Foundation, John A. and Cynthia Fry Gunn, Franklin and Catherine Johnson, 
the late Jeannik Méquet Littlefield, Bernard and Barbro Osher, Jan Shrem and Maria 
Manetti Shrem, and Diane B. Wilsey. We thank Wells Fargo Bank for its continuing 
leadership as our corporate season sponsor and to express our appreciation to 
our corporate partners: Chevron and United. And we are pleased to acknowledge 
Yamaha as the official piano of San Francisco Opera.

 

A Message from the Leaders of San Francisco Opera
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From left to right: John A. Gunn, Keith B. Geeslin, David Gockley

David Gockley
General Director
 

Keith B. Geeslin
President

John A. Gunn
Chairman of the Board
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San FRanciSco OPERA

FROM THE PAGE TO THE STAGE: 
opera Workshop Featuring 

Dolores Claiborne composer tobias Picker
Join us for an interactive workshop on September 28 as
composer tobias Picker (Emmeline, An American Tragedy,
Dolores Claiborne) discusses the evolution of a new opera
in the 21st century, from getting a commission to choosing
a subject and collaborating with a librettist. San Francisco
opera Director of Music administration clifford cranna
will moderate the session and discuss commissions from
an opera company’s point of view. audio and video exam-
ples will illustrate how operas build on their literary
sources and transform them into a new art form.

Saturday, September 28, 2–4 p.m.
Chorus Room, War Memorial Opera House

$25, class capacity is limited; 
visit sfopera.com/workshops or 

call the Box Office at (415)864-3330 to reserve your space.

Diva on Detour
october 4 at 8 p.m.

Multi-faceted superstar soprano Patricia
Racette, star of this month’s Mefistofele,
turns her attention to the Great ameri-
can Songbook on Friday, october 4 at 8
p.m. at San Francisco’s Jewish commu-
nity center to perform her celebrated
cabaret program Diva on Detour, also
available on cD from GPR Records.
Don’t miss this delicious evening of
Gershwin, Sondheim, and Porter. Visit
jccsf.org for tickets.

September 2013

FALSTAFF SIMULCAST AT STANFORD
on Friday, october 11 at 8 p.m., San Francisco opera returns to Stanford University’s Frost amphitheater with Falstaff,
Verdi’s take on Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor and Henry IV. Bryn terfel, the “definitive” Falstaff of our day
(Chicago Tribune), stars in this wistful comedy that will be simulcast live from the War Memorial opera House to
Stanford, projected on a large screen under the stars. this free event is produced by Stanford live. For more
information, visit live.stanford.edu.
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San FRanciSco OPERANEWS

i strongly believe that opera is an art
form for everyone. in its synthesis of
singing, acting, music, narrative,
and visual art, it connects to us in a
way unique to opera. However, we

all know that there are increasing challenges in getting people
into an opera house. if opera is to continue its legacy of transfor-
mative experiences that lead us to a deeper understanding of the
human condition, a large part of its future depends upon emerg-
ing technologies that can distribute it to a wider audience.

My first opera experiences were not in an opera house, but
through media. at an early age i heard Mario lanza sing in the
film The Great Caruso, and i vividly remember the power of hear-
ing that unbelievable voice and the feeling that i absolutely had
to experience a live opera. i also remember watching The Voice
of Firestone on television with my parents, where the great
singers of the day performed opera arias. it was a visceral,
immediate connection for me, and it sparked a lifelong love of
the human voice. the popularity of singing in today’s cultural
landscape, with television shows like American Idol and The
Voice topping the viewership charts, and singers being discov-
ered on Youtube, proves we’re still in love with the voice—and
we’re finding new ways to experience, discuss, and share it.

High-definition video technology has been a huge boon to our
world of opera. the Metropolitan opera has shown that the public
has an incredible enthusiasm for experiencing the art form in
movie theaters, with thousands of cinemas broadcasting that com-
pany’s live productions worldwide. Simultaneously at San Fran-
cisco opera, we’ve continued to be an industry leader in this arena
by putting opera in cinemas regionally and internationally. We also
have a very strong partnership with KQED-tV and nationally will
return to PBS this fall. We use technology to bring the immediacy
of the stage to the farthest reaches of the balcony with our operaV-
ision displays. and then of course there are the big screen relays at
civic center Plaza, Stanford’s Frost amphitheater (where a simul-
cast of this season’s Falstaff will happen next month), and our
immensely popular Opera at the Ballpark at at&t Park. 

as you see from page 18 of your program, we’re continuing
to expand our media horizons to create new opportunities for
people to encounter the operatic art form. We’ve partnered with
Euroarts Music international, a leading worldwide distributor of
classical programming, to release six San Francisco opera pro-
ductions, recorded live in high definition at the War Memorial
opera House, over two years on DVD and Blu-ray beginning in
fall 2013. our first two offerings—Lucrezia Borgia, starring Renée
Fleming, and Moby-Dick by Jake Heggie and Gene Scheer—will
be commercially available next month. this fall KQED-tV pre-

sents our fourth series of San Francisco opera productions to
the Bay area, and we return to national television on PBS’s
Great Performances with our production of Moby-Dick on
november 1. We are also continuing our radio partnerships with
the Bay area’s KDFc; chicago’s WFMt network, where our pro-
ductions are broadcast nationwide; and growing international
offerings. and one very exciting new enterprise that we recently
announced will occur this fall, as we stream our beloved produc-
tion of Mefistofele live to theaters across Europe in october. this
will be the first of a series of operas to be broadcast “across the
pond” through San Francisco opera’s partnership with interna-
tional media distributor Rising alternative.

actor Kevin Spacey recently discussed his wildly successful
series House of Cards, the first of its kind not to be released on
television but exclusively through the streaming service netflix.
of the revolution that Spacey and his fellow producers created,
he said, “When we give the audience the stories and content
they want and in the way they want it, they will talk about it,
binge on it, carry it with them to the hairdresser, force it on
their friends, tweet, blog, Facebook, make silly gifs, and god
knows what else. they will engage with it in a way that a block-
buster movie could only dream of. all we have to do it give it to
them.” through our media initiatives, San Francisco opera is
committed to finding that same kind of tactile interaction with
our art form, blowing open the walls of the War Memorial
opera House and letting audiences engage with opera in
places and ways that work for them. 

Notes from the General Director
San Francisco Opera Media

A continued tradition of great singing in the cinema: the Great
caruso (1951) and our production of la Rondine, seen at the Castro
Theater in 2008.

OperaNewsSeptember2013_OperaNews  8/27/13  11:00 AM  Page 2
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opera 
Shop

located on the South Mezzanine level of
the War Memorial opera House, the San
Francisco opera Shop sells opera cDs,
DVDs, books, company merchandise, gift
items, and more. the Shop is open ninety
minutes before each performance, at inter-
missions, and afterward. all proceeds bene-
fit San Francisco opera. 

Veterans Building
Update

the seismic retrofit of the War Memorial
Veterans Building, adjacent to the War
Memorial opera House, has officially
begun as of July 2013. the building will be
closed for the two year project, which also
includes some construction and other
building improvements, and follows the
seismic upgrades of city Hall and the War
Memorial opera House. the Veterans
building is set to reopen in the summer of
2015 and will include San Francisco opera’s
Diane B. Wilsey center for opera, which
includes a 300-seat atrium theater that the
company will share with the city. to learn
about how you can be part of the Wilsey
center, see page 56 of your program. 

OperaNewsSeptember2013_OperaNews  8/27/13  11:00 AM  Page 3
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San FRanciSco OPERA Profile
Keith Geeslin, President, San Francisco Opera Association 

on august 1, Keith Geeslin became the fifteenth
president of the San Francisco opera association.
together with General Director David Gockley and

Board chairman John Gunn, he will lead the 81-member board of
directors and help shape the future of the company. in his
volunteer leadership role, Mr. Geeslin is responsible for ensuring
the financial health of the organization, collaborates with Mr.
Gockley regarding new initiatives, and leads the fundraising effort.

Mr. Geeslin is a partner at Francisco Partners, a leading global
private equity firm specializing in information technology. Born
and raised in the Philippines, he holds degrees from Stanford and
oxford Universities. He and his wife Priscilla, who serves on a
number of boards including the San Francisco Symphony and the
San Francisco General Hospital Foundation, are longtime sub-
scribers to San Francisco opera and active members of the com-
munity in many ways—he’s also an avid cyclist. San Francisco
Opera Magazine sat down with Mr. Geeslin to learn more about
him and the goals he hopes to accomplish during his presidency.

How did you become involved with San Francisco Opera?
My mother, who was a mezzo-soprano, exposed me to opera
growing up and i played piano as a kid. My wife Priscilla and i
have been subscribers for more than twenty five years. We enjoy
live music and are not only subscribers to San Francisco opera
but also San Francisco Symphony and SF Jazz, and we support a
chamber music series in napa. Music and live performance are a
big part of our lives.

i joined the board of directors in 2010 after getting to know
David Gockley and his programming and initiatives like commu-

nity outreach and arts education. i strongly believe in the mission
and goals of San Francisco opera and i look forward to collaborat-
ing with David and John Gunn to maintain and strengthen this
unique opera company.

What do you hope to accomplish as president of the
Association?
one of the great things about joining the association when i did,
and ultimately becoming president, is that the organization is in
such great shape. that’s due to the leadership of David, [past Presi-
dent] George Hume, John Gunn, and the company’s exceptional
administrative staff. there is such a thoughtful approach to every-
thing that San Francisco opera does, and that allows us as leaders
the opportunity to really be strategic about the company’s future. 

i’m focused on defining San Francisco opera for the twenty-
first century. What does that look like? We have enthusiastic audi-
ences who not only come to see productions but they also
contribute to the company; it’s part of their lives. But we live in a
constantly changing landscape of multiple entertainment choices
and cultural values. 

i believe that if this organization is to thrive in the future, we
must maintain and grow the community that supports it. that
means satisfying our audience’s diverse tastes by continuing to
offer both traditional and “edgier” productions from a wide range
of composers and with the world’s top artists. it means bringing
the experience of seeing opera here in the War Memorial beyond
the footlights and out to as wide an audience as possible. and it
means nurturing the audiences of tomorrow through educational
involvement and outreach. 
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With your background in technology, how do you see its importance to the future of
the Company?
San Francisco opera is a leader in the use of technology. We were the first to have a perma-
nent high-definition broadcast-standard video production facility, and the things we’ve
accomplished are becoming more and more impressive [see page 18 of your program]. Expe-
riencing live opera has a huge emotional impact, which is why our simulcasts at at&t Park
and elsewhere have been so successful. i’d like to see that expanded to regular broadcasts in
movie theaters and performing arts venues up and down the West coast and beyond.

Why do you and your wife volunteer your time and resources to San Francisco Opera
and the other organizations you support? 
We are huge fans of art forms that we are engaged in and know that they wouldn’t exist
without community support. and that’s what’s really great about the arts in america. San
Francisco will have the very best opera company that San Francisco is willing to support.
it’s a very democratic model, and it also conveys an important sense of responsibility to
our community to support our arts institutions. 

By giving our time and resources to these organizations, we are also helping the city in
which we live. these are institutions that make San Francisco such a special place to live. if
we can provide some leadership and do our part to help these organizations thrive, we’re
serving the Bay area as a whole.

Any favorite San Francisco Opera memories?
i actually took my wife on our second date to see Götterdämmerung to see if she liked
opera. it was during the 1985 Ring cycle and we sat in the second balcony on one of the
warmest nights in San Francisco. this was before the opera House was air conditioned,
so it was a warm and long (5 hours) introduction for her to Wagner and San Francisco
opera. But she stuck with me anyway, and she’s come to truly love opera.

there have been so many memorable moments here: hearing Ruth ann Swenson as
Gilda in Rigoletto in 1997, seeing Karita Mattila as Emilia Marty in The Makropulos Case in
2010, the 2011 Ring cycle. opera is an engrossing experience, and there’s really nothing
else like it. i can honestly say that i’ve had many of those at San Francisco opera—and
i’m looking forward to many more. 

aD

For his birthday, Geeslin recently completed the 125-mile Cycling Tour of the California Alps in Tahoe.
“Everyone affectionately refers to it as the ‘Death Ride,’” he says. He celebrated the race’s finish with
an ice cream cone.
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ON DVD AND BLU-RAY
This spring, San Francisco Opera forged a business partnership
with EuroArts Music International, one of the world’s leading
and most prestigious distributors of classical programming, for
international television and home video distribution of San
Francisco Opera productions. Initial plans include the release
of six San Francisco Opera productions—recorded live in high
definition at the War Memorial Opera House—over two years
on DVD and Blu-ray beginning in fall 2013 with Lucrezia Borgia,
starring Renée Fleming, and Moby-Dick, by Jake Heggie and
Gene Scheer. DVD and Blu-ray recordings will also be available
for sale in the San Francisco Opera Shop.

FALSTAFF SIMULCAST AT STANFORD
San Francisco Opera returns to Stanford University’s Frost
Amphitheater on Friday, October 11 at 8 p.m. with a simulcast
of Verdi’s Falstaff, starring Bryn Terfel and conducted by Nicola
Luisotti. This free event is co-produced by Stanford Live. 

KQED-TV
For the next four weeks, KQED TV broadcasts its fourth series
of San Francisco Opera productions recorded in HD. All
initial airings begin at 8 P.M.:

September 12: Porgy and Bess 
September 19: Aida
September 26: Boris Godunov
October 3: Lucrezia Borgia

For more information visit sfopera.com/broadcasts.

MOBY-DICK ON
PBS GREAT PERFORMANCES
On November 1, San Francisco Opera’s production of
composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene Scheer’s Moby-Dick
will be broadcast on PBS’s Great Performances—a c0-production
of THIRTEEN for WNET, one of America’s most prolific and
respected public media partners. Visit sfopera.com/broadcasts
for complete information.

GRAND OPERA CINEMA SERIES
Recorded live in high-definition, our series of popular operas
in regional movie theaters will have you feeling like you 
are watching this performance from your favorite seat in 
the Opera House. Visit sfopera.com/cinemaseries for
information on dates and locations.

RADIO BROADCASTS
San Francisco Opera radio broadcasts are available locally
each month on award-winning classical station KDFC as well
as nationally on the WMFT Radio Network. For a schedule,
visit sfopera.com/broadcasts.

INTERNATIONAL CINEMA DISTRIBUTION
On October 2, the Company’s production of Mefistofele will
be streamed live to movie theaters across Europe, the first of
a series of operas to be broadcast across the Atlantic through
San Francisco Opera’s partnership with international media
distributor Rising Alternative. 

In 2007, San Francisco Opera General Director David Gockley led the Company to the forefront of new media with the
creation of the Koret-Taube Media Suite, the first permanent high-definition broadcast-standard video production
facility installed in any American opera house. Since then, San Francisco Opera has been in the vanguard of bringing
opera beyond the footlights to thousands of enthusiasts and new fans of the art form. Visit sfopera.com/watch-listen.
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ON DVD AND BLU-RAY
This spring, San Francisco Opera forged a business partnership
with EuroArts Music International, one of the world’s leading
and most prestigious distributors of classical programming, for
international television and home video distribution of San
Francisco Opera productions. Initial plans include the release
of six San Francisco Opera productions—recorded live in high
definition at the War Memorial Opera House—over two years
on DVD and Blu-ray beginning in fall 2013 with Lucrezia Borgia,
starring Renée Fleming, and Moby-Dick, by Jake Heggie and
Gene Scheer. DVD and Blu-ray recordings will also be available
for sale in the San Francisco Opera Shop.

FALSTAFF SIMULCAST AT STANFORD
San Francisco Opera returns to Stanford University’s Frost
Amphitheater on Friday, October 11 at 8 p.m. with a simulcast
of Verdi’s Falstaff, starring Bryn Terfel and conducted by Nicola
Luisotti. This free event is co-produced by Stanford Live. 

KQED-TV
For the next four weeks, KQED TV broadcasts its fourth series
of San Francisco Opera productions recorded in HD. All
initial airings begin at 8 P.M.:

September 12: Porgy and Bess 
September 19: Aida
September 26: Boris Godunov
October 3: Lucrezia Borgia

For more information visit sfopera.com/broadcasts.

MOBY-DICK ON
PBS GREAT PERFORMANCES
On November 1, San Francisco Opera’s production of
composer Jake Heggie and librettist Gene Scheer’s Moby-Dick
will be broadcast on PBS’s Great Performances—a c0-production
of THIRTEEN for WNET, one of America’s most prolific and
respected public media partners. Visit sfopera.com/broadcasts
for complete information.

GRAND OPERA CINEMA SERIES
Recorded live in high-definition, our series of popular operas
in regional movie theaters will have you feeling like you 
are watching this performance from your favorite seat in 
the Opera House. Visit sfopera.com/cinemaseries for
information on dates and locations.

RADIO BROADCASTS
San Francisco Opera radio broadcasts are available locally
each month on award-winning classical station KDFC as well
as nationally on the WMFT Radio Network. For a schedule,
visit sfopera.com/broadcasts.

INTERNATIONAL CINEMA DISTRIBUTION
On October 2, the Company’s production of Mefistofele will
be streamed live to movie theaters across Europe, the first of
a series of operas to be broadcast across the Atlantic through
San Francisco Opera’s partnership with international media
distributor Rising Alternative. 

In 2007, San Francisco Opera General Director David Gockley led the Company to the forefront of new media with the
creation of the Koret-Taube Media Suite, the first permanent high-definition broadcast-standard video production
facility installed in any American opera house. Since then, San Francisco Opera has been in the vanguard of bringing
opera beyond the footlights to thousands of enthusiasts and new fans of the art form. Visit sfopera.com/watch-listen.
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PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONAL • CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
One Letterman Drive, Building C, Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 94129

(415) 710-6462
www.NinaHatvany.com
Nina@NinaHatvany.com
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136Locust.com           $2,900,000
Gorgeous home with great views throughout and lovely details in an impeccable 
Presidio Heights location. Quiet and serene, this condominium feels like a house with 
grand entertaining rooms as well as numerous private spaces for quiet retreat. Four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, including a fabulous remodeled view master suite, a large 
eat-in kitchen, a family great room, and an office, along with two view terraces and a 
large separate store-room, make this an outstanding home. The location, just a very few 
blocks from both the Presidio and Laurel Village, is extremely convenient and yet very 
quiet and residential.

1325Filbert.com          $2,500,000
Spacious condominium with sweeping views of the Bay and Golden Gate Bridge! Two 
bedrooms and two remodeled baths, including a large master suite. Formal dining and 
living rooms with great views. Renovated eat-in kitchen with a fireplace and lovely 
circular bay window. Grand pentroom opening onto a wonderful deck with awesome 
views. Laundry, 2-car parking, and a private elevator from the garage.

3725Washington.com      $11,000,000
Significant Presidio Heights house in a 
fabulous location close to the Presidio 
Park and Laurel Village shops and 
restaurants. This remarkable property was 
reinvented by the well-known designer, 
Michael Taylor, and has extraordinary 
light-filled public rooms, large spaces 
and a wonderful indoor/outdoor feeling. 
Five bedroom suites, six and one-half 
bathrooms and numerous expansive 
gathering rooms. Two garages, additional 
bedrooms for live-in help, and beautiful 
outdoor areas including a front terrace 
with a fountain and a sun-drenched 
South-facing garden with a pool. 

1958Vallejo.com                $8,000,000
This is the penthouse with the BEST views 
in San Francisco! Atop a vintage elevator 
building with a huge private rooftop 
terrace, also with sweeping views, this 
four bedroom four and one half bathroom 
full-floor penthouse has just undergone a 
fabulous remodel with premium fixtures 
and fittings, glorious detailing, super-tall 
ceilings and a great open floor-plan. Two 
car independent parking and storage 
complete the amenities of this unique 
space, just two easy blocks from Union 
Street.

2760Lyon.com                 $3,999,000
Wonderful single family house across 
from the Presidio. Bright and airy, with 
a terrific floor plan. Large, sunken living 
room with Presidio outlooks. Dining 
room and eat-in kitchen opening onto a 
balcony overlooking the level yard. Three 
bedrooms including master suite, plus 
a maid’s room and bath. Views of the 
water and Alcatraz from several rooms. 
Two-car garage, seismic upgrades and 
ample storage. 

SHOWCASING MY LUXURY LISTINGS
Simply the Best…

Committed To Getting Clients What They Want

3725 Washington Street

136 Locust Street

1325 Filbert Street

1958 Vallejo Street PH 2760 Lyon Street
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E-OPERA NEWSLETTER
San Francisco e-Opera subscribers are the first to know about
the latest performances, special events, and educational
opportunities. keep up-to-date on featured artists, special
ticket offers, advance program notes, and other insider
information by signing up at sfopera.com/eopera.

INSIGHT PANELS
Renowned artists and personalities from the world of opera,
including cast members and directors from the productions,
share behind-the-scenes insights and experiences during
informal panel discussions presented by San Francisco Opera
Guild. visit sfopera.com/insights.

OPERA GUILD PREVIEW LECTURES
San Francisco Opera Guild chapters present lectures that
bring renowned musicologists to communities throughout
the greater Bay area, offering an in-depth look into the
season’s upcoming operas. visit sfopera.com/previews.

OVERTURE: OPERA WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS
San Francisco Opera hosts a series of interactive workshops
for adults about the journey of creating opera. Newcomers
and seasoned opera-goers learn the process from the ground
up and experience San Francisco Opera behind-the-scenes.
visit sfopera.com/workshops.

FAMILY PROGRAMS
San Francisco Opera offers family programs, including movie
screenings and interactive workshops, throughout the year.
visit sfopera.com/family.

CHECK OUT SAN FRANCISCO OPERA’S BLOG
Our blog, Backstage at San Francisco Opera, offers unique
insight into the Company, with entries from the principal
singers, chorus, and orchestra musicians to the creative
teams for each opera and the many talented people who
don’t take a bow on stage. visit sfopera.com/blog.

OPERA HOUSE TOURS
Discover the magic that goes into creating an opera
production with a backstage tour of the War Memorial Opera
House led by a Guild volunteer docent. Tours occur only on
selected dates in small groups; reservations required. e-mail
tour.reserve@gmail.com or call the San Francisco Opera
Guild at (415) 551-6353 to leave a message. For group tours
contact lynn Watson at sf.opera.tours@gmail.com. $15 for
general admission.

OPERA TALKS
Before every performance, charismatic scholars present a 25-
minute overview of the opera, with insights on the music,
composer, and historical background. Talks begin 55 minutes
prior to curtain. visit sfopera.com/operatalks.
Mefistofele: Marcia Green

Dolores Claiborne: John Churchwell with Tobias Picker
(9/18–10/4) and J.D. McClatchy (9/18)

Falstaff: Ronald Gallman

Der Fliegende Holländer: Desirée Mays

Il Barbiere di Siviglia: alexandra amati-Camperi

San Francisco Opera and its affiliates are pleased to offer a wealth of educational resources to help you get “in the
know” for each opera performance. For information on these and other resources, visit sfopera.com/learn.

GET “IN THE KNOW”
BEFORE YOU GO

CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK, 
TWITTER, AND YOUTUBE

Follow San Francisco Opera on Facebook and Twitter! you’ll
get sneak peeks about upcoming events, special perfor-
mances, and more. like us at facebook.com/sfopera, and fol-
low us at twitter.com/sfopera. and don’t forget to check out
our youTube channel, featuring performance excerpts, artist
interviews, and more at youtube.com/sfoperamedia. 
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At Sutter Health’s CPMC, we understand kids are a lot braver 
around other kids. That’s why we partner with parents to make the 
ER less scary. With child-sized equipment, pediatricians specially 
trained in emergency medicine, and Child Life staff to help families 
cope with emergencies—it’s another way we plus you.

CHiLd-SizEd ER foR 
Parent-sized needs.

cpmc.org/Pedsed

Pediatric emergency Care
3700 California Street (at Cherry)
San Francisco
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In case you hadn’t heard, 2013 marks the bicentenary of the
births of the two giants of opera, Richard Wagner and
Giuseppe Verdi. It is inevitable that we should compare the

two and continue to discuss their relative merits, but much of
what is repeated about Wagner and Verdi has grown stale and
dogmatic. What was understood about them a hundred years ago
was either never true to begin with, or is no longer true in the
same way. Perhaps the best way to celebrate this anniversary is to
elevate and expand the discussion surrounding their colossal art.

The pairing together of Verdi and Wagner stems from their
supreme position in the opera world as well as their common

birth year, but there’s still more. People tend to think of them as a
sort of “bad cop/good cop” couple, with the faults and glories of
one defining those of the other. Wagner, of course, is the “bad
cop”: an evil man who stole other men’s wives, never paid his
bills, and was an anti-Semitic maniac whose prose spoutings (and
perhaps his coded messages in his works) created the blueprint
for the Third Reich. 

William Berger is a writer and radio producer for the Metropolitan
Opera. His books include Wagner Without Fear, Puccini Without
Excuses, and Verdi With a Vengeance.

Poets of Sound
200 YEARS OF RICHARD WAGNER AND GIUSEPPE VERDI

B Y W I L L I A M B E R G E R

Wagner/Verdi Wrap article_Wagner/Verdi  8/26/13  4:03 PM  Page 1
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let’s unpack this. he had two notable affairs with married
women—Mathilde Wesendonck and Cosima von Bülow. They
weren’t anyone’s property to steal, and in both cases the hus-
bands in question participated to various degrees in facilitating
the affairs. We don’t even know the exact clinical definition of
Wagner’s relationship with Frau Wesendonck, and once he and
Cosima committed to each other, they remained loyal. one
searches hard (as have many) for evidence of further affairs. herr
von Bülow’s daughters gained a standing in Wagner’s household
equal to that of Wagner’s own children with Cosima—there was
very little fuss about “his” vs. “my” children. Wagner did run up
bills, and run away from them, but so have many other artists (the
great librettist lorenzo Da Ponte ran as far as hoboken, New Jer-
sey to escape his creditors), and Wagner was generous when he
had money. he was undeniably anti-Semitic, and his obsessive
rants on the subject cannot be dismissed in any sort of “let’s just
enjoy the music” conspiracy of denial. however, they and their
effect on his works must be considered judiciously and with per-
spective. as it is unacceptable to dismiss his anti-Semitism as
irrelevant to his art, so is it unacceptable to dismiss his art as
being unacceptable anti-Semitic propaganda.

here’s the thing: whatever he was, listening to his operas will
not make you anti-Semitic. This appears to be the deep-rooted

fear, and we must put it to rest. Responding to Wagner’s art will
not make you a raging Nazi any more than enjoying a Fanta soda
or wearing a Chanel suit will. Similarly, gripping performances of
Der Fliegende Holländer have never, to my knowledge, made any-
one jump off a cliff in imitation of the frenzied heroine of that
great work. opera doesn’t work that way.

We need to have a better conversation about the relationship
between art and politics. There is a relationship, but that fact should
not function as a justification of one’s personal dislike of Wagner
operas. The simplistic formula of “Wagner = Nazi = Bad” is worse
than spurious: it’s precisely the sort of all-or-nothing thinking that is
the preexisting condition necessary for the success of totalitarian pol-
itics. In a recent issue of The New Yorker, alex Ross recently made a
chilling point on this subject, saying “hitler has won a posthumous
victory in seeing his idea of Wagner become the defining one.” 

For our present purposes, this reductive conception of Wagner
provides an additional disservice: it makes Verdi, perforce, a saint.
Verdi and Wagner were both more complex, nuanced, and ulti-
mately interesting than this. For example, Verdi’s dealings with his
(eventual) wife Giuseppina Strepponi belie his irreproachable
image. It appears he caused her to give up a young son from a pre-
vious liaison for adoption, as well as a baby girl who may well have
been his own daughter, and it seems there were financial as well as

Fathers and Daughters: Mark Delavan (Wotan) and Nina Stemme (Brünnhilde) in 2010’s Die Walküre
and Alain Fondary (Rigoletto) and Ruth Ann Swenson (Gilda) in 1990’s Rigoletto. 
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social considerations behind these decisions. Whatever the reasons,
it stands in contrast to Wagner, who spent money (borrowed,
admittedly) to raise von Bülow’s children once he took responsibil-
ity for them. Giuseppina’s later letters to Verdi begging to spend
more time in Milan—near his mistress—so she could occasionally
see a selected few other human beings are truly wrenching. There
must have been times when this woman envied Cosima’s relative
freedom and status in society. Verdi once dismissed a tenant
laborer from his estate for “stealing” an orange off a tree. he was
not a bad man. he was human. he never denied his operatic char-
acters their humanity; we should not deny him his. 

Some of the assumptions about who Wagner and Verdi were as
people might be informed by our deeply seated ideas about the
nations they represent: Germany is seen as formidable, brainy,
scary; Italy is vivacious and melodic but unthreatening, romantic
(literally), and tasty but not very substantial. Italian culture charms
us; German culture commands our respect. It’s time to dispense
with these clichés and the operatic prejudices they engender. It
used to be thought that Wagner was difficult for people to grasp
while Verdi was easy. This may have been true 100 years ago (I
doubt it), but it is absolutely not true today. Movie soundtracks, for
example, are structured much like Wagner scores, and the general
public is quite comfortable with systems of leitmotifs. Conversely,
some of Verdi’s most powerful moments are so economically
expressed (e.g. Rigoletto’s shifting moods in his narrative “Pari
siamo” and Desdemona’s “ah! Emilia, addio!” in act IV of Otello)

that the easily distracted modern listener may miss them. also,
while Wagner’s operas are indisputably profound, Verdi’s are
equally so. his genius for melody merely confused scholars for
many years. But repeated hearings have made it apparent that the
score of his Requiem, for example, or the first five minutes (the
“Storm Scene”) of Otello present profound cosmological studies.
our attempts to pigeonhole these two giants into respective roles
are illogical, unconstructive, and partly informed by tired cultural
assumptions. Perhaps the best response we can offer to Wagner’s
racism is a fearless and unceasing reassessment of our own. 

We need new thinking not only when we contrast Verdi and
Wagner: We need to engage in a little old fashioned myth-busting
when we try to assess their similar achievements. It is often
repeated that their greatest accomplishment lay in superseding
earlier conventions of operatic form (set arias, choruses, ensem-
bles, and so forth) for a more fluid, through-composed style that
liberated the entire art. Indeed, Wagner himself told everyone (in
volumes of contentious prose) that this was his intent. he
wouldn’t even call his later works “operas,” emphasizing their
uniqueness with the term “music dramas.” It’s a case of Wagner
the Theorist confusing rather than elucidating Wagner the Com-
poser. It’s time to say bluntly that the Theorist was wrong. he was
wrong about Jews being the problem with music and he was
wrong about arias being the problem with opera. other commen-
tators dutifully echoed the master’s dicta, and have ever since.
They’ve applied the same ideas to Verdi, who also sought to tran-

The landmark production of Der Fliegende holländer by renowned director and designer Jean-Pierre Ponnelle received its premiere here in 1975.
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scend what he considered limiting conventions of earlier opera
with his final masterpieces. 

The problem is that this has just enough truth to be truly mis-
leading. We’ve learned that operas before Wagner (from com-
posers like Donizetti, whom Wagner disdained) have dramatic
validity if they are performed well. Many of Mozart’s operas
appear at least as modern as Wagner’s, and who in Wagner’s day
could have predicted the modern enthusiasm for handel’s styl-
ized baroque operas? and while scholars have always conceded
the genius of Verdi’s final operas Otello and Falstaff (really, how
could they not?), his earlier masterpieces (Rigoletto, La Traviata, et
al.) have not diminished in stature. Indeed, his initial successes
(Nabucco, Ernani, et al.) have grown in public and scholarly esti-
mation. Similarly, some thought only Wagner’s mature “music
dramas” should be presented at the Wagner Festival at Bayreuth,
but Wagner himself disagreed. he decreed that all his operas
from Der Fliegende Holländer on should be performed there. 

It’s true, however, that both Verdi and Wagner continued to
grow throughout their careers, and their final works were truly rev-
olutionary even for them. But the power of these works lies not in
being free of operatic conventions (they’re actually not); their
power derives from the fact that their composers soared to
unprecedented heights of artistic expression when they felt them-
selves free to write what they wanted. 

here’s what Verdi and Wagner really had in common, and why

they rule the opera house: They knew the human voice better than
anyone who ever lived—not just the voice that sings on the stage
(although that too), but the multiplicity of voices within each
human representing internal processes. 

literalists don’t really get opera. a father once told me he had a
unique experience of Wotan’s farewell in Die Walküre’s act III
because he had to say goodbye to his favorite daughter when she
went to college. I asked him if siblings who commit incest experi-
ence that opera’s act I more deeply than the rest of us. The artistic
genius lies not in making an abstract experience personal to you,
but in making your personal experience universal to all. Thus
Wotan’s farewell is about every time we have to mortify the best part
of ourselves. Whenever we have to sacrifice an ideal to the demands
of real life (i.e. Fricka), we are putting our “favorite daughter” to
sleep and keeping her moribund. The music makes the “word”
(story, idea, logos) global, beyond language, ego, dogma. 

Verdi does this as well as Wagner, especially with the symbolic pair-
ing of fathers and daughters (e.g. Simon Boccanegra and Rigoletto).
Verdi and Wagner wed dramatic context and voice types as departure
points to create dramas—not the other way around (as many lesser
composers do, using the voice to illustrate and [they hope] heighten
dramatic situations). Verdi and Wagner are not painters of words.
They are the opposite. They use words to help us get to the meaning
of the music. It’s better to think of them as poets of sound.

They knew voices well enough to explore complex human
dynamics and interactions even beyond the one-on-one
examples cited above: They could depict four individu-
als with conflicting agendas in a single moment (Rigo-
letto act III quartet); or formerly conflicting individuals
arriving at a place of harmony (Die Meistersinger act III
quintet); or an individual against a group (Aida act II);
or the individual against God (“libera me” of Verdi’s
Requiem); or the community against God (Otello storm
scene); or the community with God against an individ-
ual (Parsifal, act III); or individuals against each other
against nations against other nations against God (Don
Carlo, act III), and so forth. They are masters of change
and transformation—Tristan and Isolde as individuals
becoming ideas; Der Ring des Nibelungen of one cosmic
order becoming another; Parsifal of death becoming
rebirth; and the transformation of entire communities
(the finales of Falstaff and Die Meistersinger). 

They didn’t manipulate the human voice for its own
sake—a worthy exercise in itself—but they accom-
plished so much more. Their voices evoke our own,
ones we didn’t even know we had and didn’t know
needed to be expressed, the way a stricken note on a
string instrument will cause other strings to quiver.
and they did it so effectively that, if there is a world
200 years from now, people will be talking about why
these two artists continue to hold such a unique posi-
tion in the performing arts. 

Dmitri Hvorostovsky (Count di Luna) and Sondra
Radvanovsky (Leonora) in 2010’s Il Trovatore.
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Diane B. Wilsey (Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor, Mephistopheles)
An ardent patron of the arts in San Francisco, Dede wilsey has been a dedicated San Francisco Opera board
member and steadfast Opera Ball attendee for more than twenty-five years. “we are so fortunate to have this
outstanding opera company in San Francisco and to be able to hear the world’s greatest singers on our stage
year after year,” Dede says. “From the glamour of opening night to the attendance of thousands at Opera in the
Park, San Francisco Opera shares something important with us all.” As Opening weekend Grand Sponsor, Dede
celebrates the excitement of the 2013–14 Season through her support of the opening production, Mephistopheles;
the flowers that grace the war Memorial Opera House on September 6; and her sponsorship of the free annual
Opera in the Park concert at Sharon Meadow on September 8. Dede also has committed lead support for San

Francisco Opera’s renovation of the fourth floor of the historic Veterans Building, which will enable the company to consolidate its
activities onto the war Memorial campus. in addition to her generous financial support, Dede served as president of the Medallion
Society from 1988 to 1994, has hosted numerous events for San Francisco Opera, and remains a tireless advocate and ambassador for
the company. Her philanthropy extends to many organizations, including the Fine Arts Museums, San Francisco Ballet, Grace Cathedral,
the San Francisco war Memorial & Performing Arts Center, and her current leadership of the effort for UCSF’s new state-of-the-art clinical
facility at Mission Bay.

Thomas F. & Barbara A. Wolfe (Production Sponsors, Mephistopheles)
tom and Barbara wolfe have been longtime opera fans and supporters of San Francisco Opera since
1985. Mozart, operas in the classical italian tradition, and the works of wagner are their particular
favorites. they have been sponsors of San Francisco productions of The Magic Flute, Tannhäuser,
Tristan und Isolde, Arshak II, and the 1999 Ring Festival.

Barbara is a trustee of Mills College and serves on the board of the San Francisco Opera
Association. through their private foundation and personally, tom and Barbara wolfe support
educational programs and scholarships at several primary and secondary schools, graduate
scholarship programs at Mills College, UC Davis Veterinary School, the UCSF Foundation, and the
ArCS program in Northern California.

Joan and David Traitel/Great Singers Fund
(Sponsor, Ildar Abdrazakov, Patricia Racette, and Ramón Vargas in Mephistopheles)
“without great singers, opera is not all it could be,” says San Francisco Opera board member Joan
traitel. “that’s why my husband and i approached David Gockley with the idea of creating a special
way of supporting singers exclusively.” the result was the Great Singers Fund, inaugurated by the
traitels in 2008 to provide San Francisco Opera with enhanced support in attracting the world’s best-
known singers. Joan, a member of the Opera’s board of directors since 1998, and her husband David
were production sponsors for several years before founding the Great Singers Fund. “the Fund
makes a difference in the quality of opera in San Francisco,” Joan explains. when asked to name a
favorite artist in the 2013–14 Season, Joan simply can’t stop at one. “there are so many wonderful
singers coming for our 91st Season! Patricia racette and ramón Vargas are two of our favorite

singers and it is exciting to see them alongside the Company debut of ildar Abdrazakov.” Joan and David and the Great Singers Fund
are also supporting the appearances of Bryn terfel in Falstaff, Nathan Gunn in Show Boat, Patricia racette in Show Boat and Madame
Butterfly, and Vitalij Kowaljow in the Verdi requiem. Joan concludes, “i hope people see the relationship between the Great Singers
Fund and this season’s fantastic lineup. Your support truly can make a difference! these amazing artists make an evening special, and
at the end you walk away happy.”

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
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Tad and Dianne Taube (Production Sponsors, Dolores Claiborne)
“We are delighted to sponsor this season’s thrilling world premiere of Dolores Claiborne. It is a tribute to
David Gockley’s mastery of creating world class opera that is accessible to all!” affirmed Dianne Taube, a San
Francisco Opera Board member since 2003. San Francisco Opera thanks Dianne and Tad Taube for their
generous support of mainstage productions including Dolores Claiborne, last season’s Moby-Dick and Tosca,
2011-12 season’s The Magic Flute and Attila, and seven Puccini operas from 2006 to 2010. In partnership
with Koret Foundation, Tad and Dianne provided lead funding for the Opera’s Koret-Taube Media Suite, the
first permanent high-definition, broadcast-standard facility installed in an american opera house. The Taubes
are active philanthropists, providing significant cultural support to the San Francisco Symphony, the
exploratorium, the contemporary Jewish Museum, the San Francisco Zoo, and numerous academic
institutions including Stanford University, the University of california, and the University of San Francisco.  

Koret Foundation (Production Sponsor, Dolores Claiborne)
San Francisco Opera is grateful to the Koret Foundation for its long-term financial commitment to mainstage productions
including this season’s world premiere of Dolores Claiborne, last season’s Moby-Dick and Tosca, 2011–12 season’s The Magic
Flute and Attila, and seven Puccini operas from 2006 to 2010. Koret has enjoyed its longstanding partnership with San
Francisco Opera which has included helping to create the company’s Koret-Taube Media Suite, bringing OperaVision and
simulcast programs to broader audiences, as well as being the first private foundation funder of Orpheus, San Francisco
Opera’s next generation initiative. Koret is particularly interested in innovative projects that strengthen the Bay area and
enrich our cultural landscape. “Koret is proud to work with the Opera to expand the organization’s outreach and leverage the

company’s ability to enhance Bay area cultural life, especially during these difficult economic times,” said Jeffrey a. Farber, Koret ceO. 

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (Production Sponsor, Dolores Claiborne)
San Francisco Opera is grateful to The andrew W. Mellon Foundation for its generous support of Dolores Claiborne. The Foundation’s
Performing arts Program provides multi-year grants on an invitation-only basis to a small number of leading orchestras, theater
companies, opera companies, modern dance companies, and presenters based in the United States. The Foundation seeks to support
institutions that contribute to the development and preservation of their art form, provide creative leadership in solving problems or
addressing issues unique to the field, and which present the highest level of institutional performance. Grants are awarded on the basis of
artistic merit and leadership. “The Foundation is committed to supporting new and infrequently performed operas, both of which are
difficult to fund, and that makes the grant award especially meaningful,” says General Director David Gockley.

National Endowment for the Arts (Production Sponsor, Dolores Claiborne)
Dolores Claiborne is supported, in part, by an award from the national endowment for the arts. San
Francisco Opera is grateful to the nea for its long-time partnership and commitment to the work we do
on stage. The nea was established by congress in 1965 as an independent agency of the federal
government. To date, the nea has awarded more than $4 billion to support artistic excellence, creativity,
and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities. The nea extends its work through
partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector.

Wells Fargo (Season Sponsor)
Wells Fargo is proud to have supported the San Francisco Opera as the corporate Season Sponsor for more than a
decade. Since 1852, Wells Fargo has had a proud history of serving its customers and communities in the Bay area.
Wells Fargo’s philosophy of investing in community institutions encourages a culture of artistic achievement and
growth, which strengthens the communities in which we live and work. The company celebrates its 161st anniversary
this year, and supporting arts and culture has been a part of its history since the days when Wells Fargo
stagecoaches brought actors, musicians and other performing artists to the west. as the oldest and largest financial

services company headquartered in california, Wells Fargo has top financial professionals providing business banking, investments, brokerage,
trust, mortgage, insurance, consumer finance and much more. Wells Fargo has helped generations of families build, manage, preserve, and
transfer wealth with personalized advice and services to satisfy all their customers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially.
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John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
SPOnSOr SPOTLIGhT

Company Sponsors cynthia and John
Gunn are pleased to support San
Francisco Opera’s 2013–14 Season

productions of Mephistopheles, Falstaff, The
Barber of Seville, and Show Boat. Last season the
couple underwrote Rigoletto, The Capulets and
the Montagues, Moby-Dick, and The Tales of
Hoffmann. In prior years, the Gunns sponsored
nicola Luisotti’s inaugural year as music director
of San Francisco Opera (2009–10); the world
premieres of Heart of a Soldier (2011), The
Bonesetter’s Daughter (2008) and Appomattox
(2007); Francesca Zambello’s productions of The
Ring of the Nibelungen (2011) and Porgy and Bess
(2009); new productions of Attila (2012),
Lucrezia Borgia (2011), Werther (2010), The Maid
of Orleans (2006) and La Forza del Destino
(2005); and the american premiere of Le Grand
Macabre (2004). The couple also provided underwriting for the
company’s first free live simulcast of Rigoletto at Stanford’s Frost
amphitheater in 2006, and has invested in San Francisco Opera’s
multiple media initiatives.

In September 2008, San Francisco Opera announced that
cynthia and John had made an historic commitment—believed to
be the largest single gift ever made by individuals to an american
opera company—to help fund the signature projects of David
Gockley’s tenure as General Director, including new operas and
productions, multimedia projects, and outreach programs.

“This season, we are proud to support four productions that we
feel represent the breadth of David’s artistic vision, and our shared
commitment to keeping this a leading-edge opera company,” notes
John. “Verdi’s comic masterpiece Falstaff is, of course, a classic.
David presents it here in a vibrant new production from chicago’s
Lyric Opera starring the great Welsh baritone Bryn Terfel, who
returns to our stage after an absence of over a decade.” The Gunns
are equally enthusiastic about the artistry of Maestro Luisotti. John
notes, “Securing nicola as our music director has been one of
David’s greatest achievements, and we love hearing him conduct
the great Italian repertoire for which is he renowned.” cynthia
continues, “Patricia racette has become a major star since her
1989 debut at San Francisco Opera while she was an adler Fellow
and we are pleased that she returns in three productions this
season, including Mephistopheles, Show Boat, and Madame
Butterfly. nothing represents David’s commitment to bringing the
finest singers in the world to San Francisco better than seeing Pat
cast alongside such stars as Ildar abdrazakov, ramón Vargas, and
nathan Gunn.”

The couple also feels strongly about bringing new productions
of seminal favorites to the War Memorial stage. John remarks, “a
popular and approachable opera like The Barber of Seville will
undoubtedly bring in first-time opera-goers, but the experience
will be all the more memorable if it is presented in an engaging

production. cynthia and I are excited to see
this new staging from the Teatro real Madrid
performed by a young cast including Isabel
Leonard alongside company favorite Lucas
Meachem.”

John was raised in the San Francisco Bay area.
he attended Lick-Wilmerding high School where
he was a classmate of ronald adler, director of
the Berlin State Opera and son of the late Kurt
herbert adler, the legendary second general
director of San Francisco Opera. as classmates
and friends, John attended many dress rehearsals
and performances with ron, which left an
extraordinary impression and appreciation. after
graduating from Stanford (a.B. economics), John
served as a commanding officer of a U.S. coast
Guard patrol boat on the Mekong river in
Vietnam. When he returned to the Bay area,

John’s interest in opera was rekindled. cynthia and John have been
attending ever since and became subscribers in 1988.

John is former chairman and ceO of Dodge & cox Investment
Managers. he joined the company in 1972, the year he received
his MBa from Stanford Business School and married cynthia. he
has shared his investment and leadership skills as a member of
San Francisco Opera’s board of directors since 2002 and was
elected chairman of the board in June 2008. cynthia graduated
from Stanford with an a.B. in political science in 1970. early in her
career, she was the editor and director of The Portable Stanford
book series for ten years. She edited twenty-eight books by
Stanford professors on a vast array of topics, including Economic
Policy Beyond the Headlines by George Shultz and Ken Dam and
The Politics of Contraception by carl Djerassi. When Shultz
returned to the Bay area after serving six-and-a-half years as
secretary of state under ronald reagan, he once again called on
cynthia to work with him editing his memoirs, Turmoil and
Triumph, My Years as Secretary of State.

Together cynthia and John are active members of the community,
providing significant leadership and support to Stanford University,
Lucile Packard children’s hospital, San Francisco Opera, and Family
and children Services. John is chair of the advisory board for the
Stanford Institute for economic Policy research (SIePr), serves as a
trustee of Stanford University, and is on the board of directors of
Stanford hospital and clinics. cynthia serves as an overseer of
Stanford’s hoover Institution, a member of the board of the Lucile
Packard Foundation for children’s health, a member of the advisory
board of Family and children Services, and a member of the board
of the San Francisco Fine arts Museums.

Opera lovers everywhere applaud cynthia and John’s
precedent-setting leadership in supporting signature projects at
San Francisco Opera. In the months and years to come, their
generosity will make possible what are sure to be some of the
most important endeavors of future seasons. 

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
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“ First Republic helped make our home in Maine 
a reality. Th ey were very supportive in a time of 
high anxiety.”

A N I TA  S H R E V E

Author, The Pilot’s Wife

PRIVATE BANKING •  PRIVATE BUSINESS BANKING •  WEALTH MANAGEMENT

(800) 392-1400 or visit www.fi rstrepublic.com   New York Stock Exchange Symbol: FRC

Deposit and loan products are offered by First Republic Bank, Member FDIC and  Equal Housing Lender. 

First Republic Private Wealth Management includes First Republic Trust Company; First Republic 
Trust Company of Delaware LLC; First Republic Investment Management, Inc., an SEC Registered Investment 

Advisor; and First Republic Securities Company, LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment and Advisory Products and Services are Not FDIC Insured, Not Guaranteed, and May Lose Value.

https://www.firstrepublic.com/


INNER RICHMOND | web: 0086222 | $599,000
1 bedroom, 1 bath condo with open kitchen and living/dining area and 
huge patio. Prime location. New paint and carpet, lovely crown molding 
and plantation shutters. 1 car parking and deeded storage.
Mary Lou Castellanos 415.901.1769

NOE  VALLEY | web: 0086279 | $1,995,000
Stunning panoramic view 2 unit building close to 24th St. Upper 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, lower 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Bonus in-law, open floor 
plans, fireplaces, storage and parking. GrandViewsSF.com
Callum Hutchins 415.901.1760

HAYES  VALLEY | web: 0086351 | $950,000
Renovated to modern standards while preserving the architectural 
integrity this condo offers 2 bedroom,  2 bath, living, dining and modern 
kitchen and A+ location.
Mary Laughlin Fenton 415.205.5218

SAN FRANCISCO | web: 0086357 | $8,500,000
Stunning Golden Gate Bridge - Bay - Alcatraz views.  Prominent, 
detached home on coveted cul-de-sac. Exquisite architectural details 
and Flex floor plan. 4-car parking. Private Offering.
Janet Feinberg Schindler 415.265.5994 

SAN FRANCISCO | web: 0086340 | $2,400,000
St. Regis Residence #24B: 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath floor plan with 
expansive windows and sweeping views, 5-star hotel amenities. 
StRegis24B.com
Gregg Lynn 415.901.1780

SAN FRANCISCO BROKERAGE  117 GREENWICH STREET,  SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 .  T: 415.901.1700  
WINE COUNTRY BROKERAGE  25 EAST NAPA STREET,  SONOMA, CA 95476 . T: 707.935.2288

JEFFREY G. GIBSON | Vice President & Managing Broker | sothebyshomes.com/norcal
Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc.
Sotheby’s International Realty doesn’t guarantee the accuracy of square footage or other information

Local Expertise.  Extraordinary Results.
Our agents are skilled professionals with local knowledge and a dedication to high-quality service 
for every client. They take great pleasure in discovering the aspects that make each home unique.

SONOMA | web: 0243305 | Price Upon Request
Approx 140 acre luxury playground.  Approx 11,800 sqft home with 6bd, 
lake, beach, softball diamond, tennis court, gardens, pool and Manager’s bldg, 
10 mins to Sonoma Plaza. 50 mins to SF.  SonomaRanchEstate.com
Donald Van de Mark 707.337.2227
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After a career devoted to his publishing businesses in Japan and
europe, the creation of clos Pegase Winery, and his art
collection, Jan Shrem, in joyous partnership with his wife Maria

Manetti Shrem, is bringing his focus and affection to philanthropic
causes that advance education and the performing and visual arts.

although they grew up worlds apart, Jan and Maria both
developed a love of opera at a young age. and while their lives led
them each around the globe, along uniquely creative paths, their
individual passions—for music, the arts, food, and wine—eventually
led them to San Francisco Opera, and to each other.

Born in Florence, Italy, Maria was surrounded by arias and a rich
cultural heritage. “Opera has been one of my greatest passions since I
was 13 years old, when I saw renata Tebaldi in La Bohème at the Teatro
comunale di Firenze.” after moving to San Francisco in 1973, Maria
pursued a career in fashion and began attending San Francisco Opera.
When she saw Madama Butterfly starring renata Scotto, they had a
memorable backstage meeting. Their subsequent friendship began a
pattern in which Maria developed close friendships with artists
including Luciano Pavarotti, renée Fleming, and Placido Domingo. “I
have had the great fortune to develop personal relationships with many
artists in the opera world, and I have enormous respect for their talent,
dedication and sacrifice. I also had the privilege of being involved in the
early discussions surrounding nicola’s appointment as Music
Director,” she says. “I am thrilled to see how he has taken Italian opera
to new heights at the War Memorial Opera house.”

Jan’s introduction to opera began in 1948 when he came to Salt
Lake city from a childhood spent in colombia, South america, and
Jerusalem. as a student, his housemates “played opera continuously
on the radio” and he was immediately drawn to its beauty and drama. 

Today, Maria and Jan share their passion for opera with each other
by attending performances in all their travels, and with current and
future opera fans through their generous commitment of $3 million
to San Francisco Opera in support of the amici di nicola of camerata
and the Great Interpreters of Italian Opera Fund.

General Director David Gockley explains, “With this gift, Jan and

Maria have assumed the volunteer leadership role of chairs of the
Amici di Nicola of camerata, a group of visionary donors who help
fund the projects that define the company’s international reputation.
Jan and Maria have also established the Great Interpreters of Italian
Opera Fund to bring today’s most compelling artists in Italian
repertoire to the company.”

as Maria points out, “Being a great interpreter of Italian opera
does not necessarily mean being Italian. It has everything to do with
a certain style and depth of understanding and emotion that is
needed for this repertoire. Italian Francesco Demuro, appearing in
Falstaff, is an established star who is often compared to Luciano
Pavarotti. Meanwhile, russian Ildar abdrazakov is universally
acknowledged as a master of Italian repertoire.”

Maestro nicola Luisotti is considered by many to be one of the
greatest interpreters of Italian opera today as is evidenced by his Premio
Puccini award and his appointment as music director of the Teatro di
San carlo in naples, one of Italy’s oldest and most prestigious opera
houses. Jan and Maria are enthusiastic supporters of Maestro Luisotti’s
plans to combine musical forces between the two companies for an
historic concert performance of Giuseppe Verdi’s choral masterpiece,
Messa da Requiem on Friday, October 25, 2013. Maestro Luisotti will lead
the joint chorus and orchestra of 320 artists onstage at the War
Memorial Opera house in San Francisco. as Jan comments, “This will
be an unprecedented opportunity to be immersed in Italian artistry at its
finest. I know it will be a transformative experience for both of us.” 

as chairs of Amici di Nicola, Jan and Maria are supporting all of
Maestro Luisotti’s San Francisco Opera appearances in the 2013–14
Season including Mephistopheles, Falstaff, The Verdi requiem, La
Traviata, and Madame Butterfly. 

“Becoming San Francisco Opera’s music director was a dream
come true for me, in part because of this community’s affection for
Italian opera. I am personally honored by Maria and Jan’s support
and confidence in me,” adds Maestro Luisotti. “With their help, we
are bringing the very finest artists in the world to San Francisco to
realize everything Italian opera can—and should—be.”

additionally, Jan and Maria have selected Mephistopheles, its cast
and creative team for major support from the Great Interpreters of
Italian Opera Fund. Because of their generosity, San Francisco
audiences will enjoy performances from renowned interpreters of
Italian opera such as ramón Vargas, Patricia racette, and Ildar
abdrazakov. 

Jan says, “Opera is an obsession, especially the great Italian works.
It is a joy to share in Maria’s overwhelming enthusiasm. Opera is what
brought us together and it will always be a central part of our lives. It is
important for us to ensure that San Francisco Opera has the support
and stability it needs and deserves to continue its work.”

The couple hopes that their donation will inspire others to
similarly support the works of the cultures to which they are devoted.
as Maria says, “There must be opera lovers who are as passionate
about German, French, or russian repertoire as we are about the
Italian repertoire. Jan and I sincerely hope we can inspire others to
follow our example.”

David Gockley responds, “We are enormously grateful to Maria
and Jan, whose generosity is driven by their love of opera and their
enthusiasm for continuing this company’s great legacy in the Italian
repertoire at a world-class level.”

DOnOr SPOTLIGhT

Jan Shrem & 
Maria Manetti Shrem

Development September 2013_Devo September 2013  8/21/13  4:12 PM  Page 1

     encoreartsprograms.com      33



I n May, San Francisco Opera lost a beloved
champion: Jeannik Méquet Littlefield. As a board
member, donor, and subscriber, Mrs. Littlefield

provided distinguished support and leadership for decades. “If
there’s such a thing as an opera angel, she was one,” states
Board Chairman John Gunn. “All of us who care about San
Francisco Opera—and indeed the art form as a whole—owe her
a debt of gratitude.”

Born in Paris and raised in Geneva, Mrs. Littlefield came to
the United States as a foreign exchange student in 1939. During
World War II, she served as a translator for the French Air
Mission in Washington DC, and it was there that she met her
future husband, the industrialist Edmund Wattis Littlefield. After
the war, the two settled in Burlingame where she soon
immersed herself in the community and the local arts scene,
becoming a patron of some of the City’s leading institutions.
But opera was always her greatest love.

“Opera was very popular in France when I was growing up and
my father, Gustave, often hummed the melodies,” she once
reminisced. “I liked opera even before I saw a production—I was
just crazy about it!” Even a less-than-ideal first trip to an opera
house couldn’t dim her enthusiasm. “I had a terrible seat and had
to look around a post to see the stage, but I didn’t care. The music
was glorious, and it was everything I had dreamed it would be.”

Later in life, Mrs. Littlefield was determined to share that
dream with San Francisco Opera audiences. She served as a
board member from 1977 to 1992, and over the course of many
seasons provided major support for eighteen productions. In
1995, at a critical juncture in company history, she made a
leadership gift for the Opera House restoration, and in 2010 she
funded the renovation of the patron lounge, which was
subsequently named in her honor. But her grandest act came in
2006 when she made history with a $35 million contribution, at
the time the largest ever to an American opera company from a
single benefactor. “I felt it was important to make a
commitment while I was able to do so and see it enjoyed by so
many people,” she said. With the lion’s share going to the
endowment, Mrs. Littlefield’s extraordinary gift will continue to
fund company activities for the foreseeable future.

While San Francisco Opera was privileged to recognize her
remarkable deeds during her lifetime—most notably with the
“Spirit of the Opera” Award, the company’s highest patron
honor—Mrs. Littlefield preferred to stay out of the limelight. “She
was one of the best friends we ever had,” remarks General Director
David Gockley. “We are saddened by her passing, but we take some
comfort in celebrating her love for this company, and in knowing
that she leaves a legacy that will be felt for years to come.”

SPONSORED PRODUCTIONS
2012–2013 Rigoletto
2012–2013 Secret Garden (world premiere)
2011–2012 Carmen / Carmen for Families
2010–2011 Werther
2009–2010 Faust
2009–2010 The Daughter of the Regiment
2008–2009 Boris Godunov
2008–2009 Tosca
2007–2008 Lucia di Lammermoor
2007–2008 Samson et Dalila
2006–2007 Rigoletto
2005–2006 Norma
2004–2005 Eugene Onegin
2003–2004 Cavalleria Rusticana / Pagliacci
2002–2003 Hansel and Gretel
2001–2002 Giulio Cesare
2000–2001 Der Rosenkavalier
1999–2000 Louise

“Everything I Had Dreamed”
A Tribute to Jeannik Méquet Littlefield
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2013–14 REPERTOIRE
MepHISTOpHeLeS
arrigo Boito
September 6, 11, 14, 17, 20, 24, 29; October 2

Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to support
this production. This production is made possible, in part, by 
Opening Weekend Grand Sponsor Diane B. Wilsey, 
The Thomas Tilton Production Fund and Thomas F. & Barbara A. Wolfe.
Major support for this production also provided by the Great Interpreters
of Italian Opera Fund established by Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem. 

DOLOreS CLaIBOrNe
an opera by Tobias picker • Libretto by J.D. McClatchy
Based on the novel Dolores Claiborne by Stephen King
By arrangement with andrew Welch
Commissioned by San Francisco Opera
World premiere
September 18, 22, 25, 28; October 1, 4

The world premiere of Dolores Claiborne is made possible, in part, by
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Koret Foundation, and 
Tad & Dianne Taube. Additional support is provided by an award from
the National Endowment for the Arts. 

FaLSTaFF
Giuseppe Verdi
New production
October 8, 11, 15, 20, 24, 27, 30; November 2

Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to support
this production. This production is made possible, in part, by 
Leslie & George Hume and The Bernard Osher Endowment Fund. 

THe FLYING DUTCHMaN
richard Wagner
New production
October 22, 26, 31; November 3, 7, 12, 15

This production is made possible by 
the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for New Productions.

reQUIeM MaSS
Giuseppe Verdi • Conducted by Nicola Luisotti
October 25

The Verdi Requiem is made possible, in part, by 
The Bernard Osher Endowment Fund. 

THe BarBer OF SeVILLe
Gioachino rossini
New production
November 13, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 29; December 1

Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to
support this production. This production is made possible, in part,
by San Francisco Opera Guild and Chevron. 
Additional support provided by Athena & Timothy Blackburn.

THe BarBer OF SeVILLe FOr FaMILIeS
November 24, 30

This production is made possible, in part, by Soo & Raj Venkatesan
and Brian & Kerith Overstreet.

SHOW BOaT
Music by Jerome Kern • Book and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II
Based on the novel Show Boat by edna Ferber
Company premiere
June 1, 3, 10, 13, 19, 22, 26, 28; July 1, 2

Company Sponsors John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn are proud to support 
this production. This production is made possible, in part, by a
generous challenge grant from Maurice Kanbar and Bernard Osher.

La TraVIaTa
Giuseppe Verdi
June 11, 14, 17, 20, 25, 29; July 5, 8, 11, 13

Company Sponsor Jeannik Méquet Littlefield is proud to support this
production. This production is made possible, in part, by the 
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson Fund, the Koret Foundation, 
Tad & Dianne Taube, and United. 

MaDaMe BUTTerFLY
Giacomo puccini
New production
June 19, 22, 25, 28; July 2, 5, 7

Nicola Luisotti’s appearances made possible by Jan Shrem and
Maria Manetti Shrem, Chairs, amici di Nicola of Camerata.

The following artist appearances are made possible by 
a gift to the Great Singers Fund by Joan and David Traitel:

Ildar Abdrazakov (Mephistopheles)
Patricia Racette (Mephistopheles, Show Boat, Madame Butterfly)
Ramón Vargas (Mephistopheles)
Bryn Terfel (Falstaff)
Vitalij Kowaljow (The Verdi Requiem)
Nathan Gunn (Show Boat)

All performances feature English supertitles. 
Repertoire, casts, dates, and ticket pricing are subject to change.
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An opera by Tobias Picker

DOLORES
CLAIBORNE
Libretto by J.D. McClatchy

The world premiere of Dolores Claiborne is made possible, 
in part, by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
the Koret Foundation, and Tad & Dianne Taube. 

Additional support is provided by an award from 
the National Endowment for the Arts and by 
Affiliate Sponsors Carol & Dixon Doll and Charles D. Goodman.

San Francisco Opera gratefully acknowledges 
the following Performance Sponsor: 
October 4: Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

David Gockley, General Director

Nicola Luisotti, Music Director
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

SAN FRANCISCO
OPERA

Tobias Picker
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SYNOPSIS

DOLORES CLAIBORNE
ACT I

Winter 1992: The grand staircase of Vera Donovan’s manor house
on Little Tall Island, off the coast of Maine. Vera lies at the bottom
of the stairs. Dolores Claiborne, her maid and housekeeper for
forty years, is standing with an object raised over Vera. A young
woman enters and screams, “Mother!”

The next day: The interrogation room of the local police station.
Detective Thibodeau questions Dolores about Vera’s death.
Dolores confesses that she hated Vera but denies murdering her.
During the questioning, Dolores reveals details about her life of
servitude, her dead husband and estranged daughter, and her rela-
tionship with Vera.

Spring 1950: Vera’s estate. The newly-hired Dolores helps the other
maids, learning what it takes to please her new boss. Vera watches
the girls, scolding and mocking them, and she asks Dolores about
her life.

Fall 1962: Dolores’s run-down house. Dolores’s husband, Joe St.
George, is looking for a hidden bottle of whiskey and broods
about the frustrations in his life. Their daughter, fifteen-year-old
Selena, returns home from school. Joe begs for her affection, but
she runs from the room as Dolores returns home from work.
When Joe bends over to find his bottle, she laughs at his split
britches; he viciously lashes out at her. Dolores staggers to her
feet and strikes back at Joe. A violent argument ensues as Selena
watches.

Winter 1963: The deck of the Little Tall Island ferry. Selena is sitting
on a bench, when Dolores unexpectedly appears. Dolores tries to
discover why her daughter has been so sullen and distant with her.
Selena pushes her mother away but Dolores demands to know the
truth, which she understands after Selena dissolves into tears.

Winter 1992: The interrogation room. Thibodeau is determined to
force Dolores to confess to Vera’s murder, but Dolores will only
speak of how miserable Vera was in her last years. 

Spring 1963: The local bank. Determined to save her daughter
and escape from her abusive husband, Dolores demands the
money she has been saving. The manager, Mr. Pease, explains
that Joe has recently withdrawn all of her money. She bullies
Pease into showing her Joe’s new account, and she vows to get
the money back.

July 4, 1963: The annual lawn party at Vera’s estate. Maids scurry
around with drinks and canapés while the hostess circulates.
Dolores drops a tray of drinks and is scolded by Vera. Dolores
breaks down in tears and Vera tries to comfort her. Dolores con-
fides that her husband has been beating her and, worse, he has
stolen all of her money. Vera recalls her own marriage and
reminds Dolores that “accidents can be an unhappy woman’s
best friend.” She also informs Dolores that a full solar eclipse is
happening very soon—a darkness during which anything might
happen. Dolores tells Vera that something even worse has hap-
pened at home, where we now see Joe sitting alone with Selena,
molesting her.

ACT II
July 20, 1963: The day of the solar eclipse. Selena and Joe come out of the
house playing with eclipse-viewing boxes. Selena goes off, and Dolores
treats Joe to whiskey and sandwiches. The day begins to darken, and
Dolores accuses Joe of molesting Selena; he responds violently. She tells
him that she has taken back the money he stole. Joe demands to know
where it is and Dolores says she has hidden it in the woods. The sky black-
ens and Dolores leads Joe into the trap she has laid—an abandoned well.

The same day. In the dark, Selena is alone. She wonders about the
stars coming out in the middle of the day and expresses feelings of
something not right in her life.

Several days later: The wooded area behind Dolores’s house. Towns-
men are removing Joe’s body from the abandoned well, and Dolores
identifies the body. Selena runs in demanding to know what hap-
pened to her father. Dolores tells her she will now be safe, but Selena
only responds with anger and rushes off.

Winter, 1992: The interrogation room. Thibodeau is losing patience
with Dolores and tells her that everyone knows she killed her husband.

A few days earlier: Vera’s bedroom and Selena’s Boston apartment.
Now aged and senile, Vera begins to hallucinate about her dead hus-
band, and Dolores comforts her. Meanwhile, alone in her apartment
Selena voices her anger over not hearing from her mother on her
birthday and decides to go to Maine. 

A few days later: The interrogation room. Thibodeau continues to
question Dolores when Selena enters. Acting as her mother’s attor-
ney, Selena demands the interrogation end at once. Thibodeau pro-
duces a file providing proof of Dolores’s guilt: Vera’s will. She has left
everything to Dolores. Selena notes the document is seven years old.
It is merely evidence of the fondness the two women had for each
other. Dolores says she doesn’t want the money; Selena demands
that the charges be dropped and the two women leave.

The next day: Dolores’s abandoned home. Selena teases her mother
about giving all of Vera’s money to an orphanage and mocks Dolores
for a life that has added up to nothing. Dolores tells her that all she
did was so that Selena could have a better life. Selena asks her about
what really happened the night Vera died. 

In Vera’s bedroom that final night, Dolores brings Vera her dinner.
Vera makes a shocking confession and a desperate plea, and we see
the events as they unfolded that fateful night.

As the memory fades back to the present, mother and daughter
try to come to terms with their relationship. In the end, Selena walks
out and Dolores is left alone.

Personnel: 14 principals, 48 choristers, 
10 supernumeraries; 72 total

Orchestra: 2 flutes (1 doubling piccolo), 2 oboes (1 doubling
English horn), 2 clarinets (1 doubling bass clarinet), 2 bassoons
(1 doubling contrabassoon), 4 horns, 2 trumpets (1 doubling
piccolo trumpet), 2 trombones, bass trombone, tuba, timpani, 
2 percussion, harp, piano; regular (40 strings)
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WORLD PREMIERE

An opera by Tobias Picker
Libretto by J.D. McClatchy

Based on the novel Dolores Claiborne by Stephen King
By arrangement with Andrew Welch

Commissioned by San Francisco Opera

DOLORES CLAIBORNE
(Sung in English with English supertitles)

CAST
(in order of appearance)

Dolores Claiborne Patricia Racette
Catherine Cook (10/1, 4)

Selena St. George Susannah Biller
Detective Thibodeau Greg Fedderly

Vera Donovan Elizabeth Futral
Maids Nikki Einfeld

Jacqueline Piccolino†
Marina Harris†
Laura Krumm†
Renée Rapier†

Joe St. George Wayne Tigges
Teenage Boy Hadleigh Adams†
Teenage Girl Nikki Einfeld

Mr. Pease, a bank manager Joel Sorensen
Mr. Cox Robert Watson

Mr. Knox A.J. Glueckert†
Mr. Fox Hadleigh Adams†

Ferry passengers, bank workers and customers, Vera’s guests and servants, 
residents of the island, a court reporter, a sheriff

*San Francisco Opera debut †Current Adler Fellow

TIME AND PLACE: 1950, 1960s, 1992; Little Tall Island, Maine

ACT I

—INTERMISSION—

ACT II

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed.
The use of cameras, cellular phones and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden.

PLEASE TURN OFF AND REFRAIN FROM USING ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES.
The performance will last approximately two hours, thirty minutes.

Dolores Claiborne contains adult language and deals with adult themes.

Conductor
George Manahan*

Director
James Robinson

Set Designer
Allen Moyer

Costume Designer
James Schuette*

Lighting Designer
Christopher Akerlind

Projection Designer
Greg Emetaz*

Chorus Director
Ian Robertson

Fight Director
Dave Maier

Musical Preparation
Matthew Piatt 
Lydia Brown 
Robert Mollicone 
Joseph Marcheso 
Fabrizio Corona

Prompter
Robert Mollicone

Assistant Stage Director
Matthew Ozawa

Stage Manager
Lisa Anderson

Costume Supervisor
Christopher Verdosci

Wig and Makeup Designer
Gerd Mairandres

San Francisco Opera production

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 AT 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 2 PM

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 AT 7:30 PM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 AT 8 PM

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1 AT 8 PM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4 AT 8 PM
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Fall 2013 Season awaits you!

Photos (clockwise from top): Rozarii Lynch/Seattle Opera; Nicola Luisotti/
Terrence McCarthy; Marie-Noëlle Robert/Théâtre du Châtelet/Teatro Real; 
Brett Coomer/Houston Grand Opera

Opera BOx Office   Mon 10am–5pm, tue–sat 10am–6pm

sfopera.com  •  (415) 864-3330

Scan the QR code 
for a video of the 
2013–14 Season

CONNECT WITH US

sfopera.com/blog

faLSTaff  Verdi

Oct 8–Nov 2
Bryn Terfel, the “definitive” Falstaff  of  our day (Chicago 

Tribune), returns to San Francisco Opera in one of  his 
truly legendary roles.  Based on works by Shakespeare, 
Verdi’s autumnal masterpiece tells the story of  a foolish 
old man who enjoys a good prank—even when he is the 
target. Conducted by Music Director Nicola Luisotti in 
celebration of  the Verdi bicentennial year.

THe fLYiNG DUTcHMaN  Wagner

Oct 22–Nov 15
A condemned ship captain travels the seas in search of  
true love in this hypnotic, achingly resonant tale set to 
Wagner’s most tempestuous score. Patrick Summers 
conducts and Petrika Ionesco directs a stellar cast led 
by acclaimed Wagnerian Greer Grimsley.

THe VerDi reQUieM  
Oct 25, 8pm
In celebration of  Verdi’s bicentennial year, Nicola 
Luisotti, Music Director of  San Francisco Opera and 
Italy’s Teatro di San Carlo of  Naples, will conduct this 
once-in-a-lifetime performance of  Verdi’s Requiem 
featuring the combined choruses and orchestras of  both 
companies.

THe BarBer Of SeViLLe  rossini

Nov 13–Dec 1
Rossini’s exuberant comic masterpiece is laugh-out-loud 
fun with one of  opera’s most iconic melodies—“Figaro, 
Figaro, Figaro!” Resident Conductor Giuseppe Finzi 
leads two charismatic casts in this new production 
directed by Emilio Sagi.

THe BarBer Of SeViLLe  
fOr faMiLieS 
Nov 24 and 30
A perfect opera for families and new operagoers of  all 
ages, The Barber of  Seville for Families is a two-hour version 
of  this season’s exciting new production, sung in English, 
with English supertitles.

http://sfopera.com/Home.aspx


B Y T H O M A S M A Y

“I’ve lived my life as best I could… some things I did was terrible, 
some things I did was good… I did them all as best I could.” 

Transforming

DOLORES CLAIBORNE
for the Opera Stage

The story really matters. That premise may seem self-evident, but
there’s a long-standing cliché, at least as far as opera is concerned,
that the story is what you have to put up with to get to the

music—never mind that Verdi and Puccini obsessed over their choice of
subject matter and tormented their librettists whenever it was time to
consider a new project for the stage. one of the happy side effects
triggered by the american Renaissance in opera that’s been unfolding
for the past two to three decades has been to puncture the silly notion
that the story is, at best, incidental to the experience.

“For me,” asserts Tobias Picker, “opera is about telling stories in music.”
By doing just that, Picker has made himself into one of the key instigators
of said Renaissance. Emmeline secured his reputation as a composer
who possesses a powerful and effective theatrical instinct. The first
of his five operas to date, Emmeline won an enthusiastic recep-
tion when it premiered at Santa Fe opera in 1996. 

Dolores Claiborne—dedicated to San Francisco opera
General Director David Gockley, who Picker describes
as “the man who has done more for american opera
than any other in our history”—shows the composer
at the height of his powers as an operatic story-
teller, but it also represents a new departure. of
Picker’s preceding operas, three are set in the
past (both Emmeline and Thérèse Raquin take
place in the 19th century and An American
Tragedy in the early 20th) and one in the
imaginative world of Roald Dahl’s Fantas-
tic Mr. Fox (a “children’s story” that’s very
much for adults). 
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Patricia Racette as the title character of Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne
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Stephen king’s novel, first published in 1992 and made into a
critically acclaimed film in 1995, attracted him above all because of
its more contemporary resonance, according to Picker. emile Zola
and Theodore Dreiser, whose novels were transformed into the
operas Thérèse Raquin (Dallas opera, 2001) and An American
Tragedy (the metropolitan opera, 2005), respectively, once wielded
great influence but can no longer be considered a central part of
the culture. “in An American Tragedy, i realized that i was limited
in terms of the bones of the story, which wouldn’t really work in
contemporary terms,” Picker remarks. “Stephen king is a major
storyteller for today. Having written operas that were set in the
past, i wanted a modern story that applies to modern times.”

Before he wrote An American Tragedy, Picker had already latched
onto the idea of Dolores Claiborne as a subject with thrilling operatic
potential. Various delays prevented him from taking up that project—
Picker was finally able to start composing Dolores Clairborne in
September 2011 and took about a year to complete it—but in a sense
he benefited from the additional experience of grappling with An
American Tragedy. The music critic alex Ross deemed the latter,
despite its trappings as a “Gilded age melodrama,” to be “a serious,
substantial piece.” 

For Dolores Claiborne, Picker teamed up with the esteemed
poet, librettist, and literary critic J.D. (“Sandy”) mcclatchy. a final-
ist for the Pulitzer Prize in poetry, mcclatchy is also a veteran of
the opera stage and has written librettos for more than a dozen
composers, beginning with William Schuman in 1989 (A Question
of Taste) and including two upcoming premieres this fall: The
Death of Webern to music by michael Dellaira and, with composer

Jeanine Tesori, the children’s opera The Lion, The Unicorn, and Me.
as for king’s novel, mcclatchy points out that the operatic pos-

sibilities lurking within the story were immediately apparent—
though “the narrative had to be tweaked” to adapt it to its new
medium. “king has always been interested in people in extreme
situations. So is opera. and he is an astute observer of the vari-
eties of human psychology. again, so is opera,” says mcclatchy.
“The dramatic plot and fascinating characters in Dolores Claiborne
seemed just right for the opera stage.”

The choice of a best-selling novel that also commands
widespread recognition as a film might sound like merely opting
for populist fare in lieu of bygone literary classics. But Picker
affirms that both the dramatic scenario peculiar to Dolores Clai-
borne and its modern relevance are what convinced him that he’d
discovered a story ideally suited to the opera stage. He notes that
the novel itself departs from the trademarks usually associated
with king’s fiction: “i wasn’t interested in the supernatural aspect
or graphic violence in king. His writing here is different from most
other king stories in that it’s not particularly gruesome or super-
natural. What interests me about king as a writer is how he can
get inside people’s heads. and the triangle of the three women at
the heart of this story—Dolores, her boss Vera Donovan, and her
daughter Selena—is very powerful. i always look for a triangle in
the dramatic structure.” and rather than play down the story’s
melodramatic aspects, Picker draws attention to the way these
intensify our sense of what’s at stake in the story: “essentially it’s a
psychological Gothic melodrama set in modern times.” 

mcclatchy understands how Picker, as an opera composer,

Dolores claiborne’s House by
H.S. Picker (acrylic on canvas,
2011). Henriette Simon Picker,
mother of Tobias Picker, studied
drawing and painting at the Art
Students League of New York
before pursuing a successful 45-
year career as a shoe designer.
Her catalogue, spanning 80
years, continues to grow; since
2011, she has produced more
than 100 new works. Picker’s
first solo exhibition at age 95 at
Hudson River Studio in 2012 led
to a retrospective exhibition at
PMW Gallery in March 2013.
She currently exhibits at
Waxlander Gallery in Santa Fe.
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Tobias Picker J.D. McClatchy

would find this combination so richly appealing: “Tobias’s music
has the muscular strength to carry a violent plot, and the emotional
tension to divulge the inner lives of its characters.” With its plot of
false accusations, physical and sexual abuse, and desperation that
leads to murder, Dolores Claiborne readily elicits comparisons with
italian verismo, and with characters like Tosca who are forced to
take extreme action in a world dominated by male authority. But
mcclatchy thinks it would be more apt to compare Dolores “with a
Janáček heroine” and the czech composer’s operatic depictions “of
the dynamics of strong women in a claustrophobic society.” He
adds that what really fascinates him about the story is its ending:
“Just where we expect, from a lifetime spent watching conventional
melodramas (which i adore), an affirming reconciliation of mother
and daughter, we have instead a shocking reversal of that expecta-
tion. Here is a mother who would do anything to save her child,
even murder, and in ‘saving’ her she loses her. The cruel ironies
make Dolores an even more sympathetic character.” 

incidentally, those familiar only with the film version (starring
kathy Bates as the title character) may be rather surprised by how
much the opera’s story differs from what they remember. The role of
Detective Thibodeau is focused on the issue of Vera Donovan’s
death, while in the film a new subplot is developed in which this
character attempts to vindicate his previous failure to convict
Dolores for the murder of her husband, Joe St. George. Selena’s part
in the opera—here a lawyer rather than a journalist—also lacks the
film’s overlays of motivation. For the most part she appears as a girl,
in the context of the past that’s being reenacted, and without her
adult character’s addiction to drink and pills to escape its trauma. 

after generously granting the rights to adapt his novel for a fee
of one dollar, Stephen king officially approved the libretto but oth-
erwise never became directly involved in the project. Picker and
mcclatchy decided right at the beginning to hew closely to the
novel. “i’ve only seen the film once, and a while ago,” mcclatchy
recalls. “it is well done but ‘opens up’ the book in ways that some
will feel is ingenious and i feel distract from the novel’s essential
arc. The opera returns to king’s sad, tortured, violent story in

which everyone is hurtled into a whirlpool of loss and violence and
no one is redeemed.” at the same time, mcclatchy is intrigued by
the affinities between opera and film in a more general sense:
“opera is closer to film than it is to prose. Though it moves so
much more slowly, opera has either learned from film or taught it
lessons in montage and pacing, the texture of time, the pitch of
the close-up. Film has more speed and variety, but opera has more
intensity. Film has more subtlety, opera more grandeur and inti-
macy. Film has more excitement, opera more emotional depth.” 

mcclatchy’s perspective as a poet also shaped the libretto. “my
training as a poet was an ideal preparation for writing libretti. The
whole point of a poem is its concision, its metaphorical power, its
ability to transform in a heartbeat our view of the world. That
doesn’t mean i want a libretto to sound ‘literary.’ (auden is my
hero, but i’ve always found the libretto for The Rake’s Progress too
fussy.) But i want the words to have resonance, and to create a
pattern of images that gives depth to a character.”

as much as Dolores Claiborne, with its more modern context,
heralds a new direction for Picker, the opera consolidates some
signature features that can be found in his preceding stage works.
He was surprised by a few of the uncanny resemblances it turned
out to share with his first opera. Both emmeline and Dolores, he
says, are strong women who defy “the conventional life that would
have made their situations even worse,” and both operas are even
set in maine. (in an unforeseen development, Patricia Racette,
who created the roles of emmeline and of Roberta in An American
Tragedy, was called upon to do the same for Dolores, together with
catherine cook, after Dolora Zajick withdrew from the produc-
tion.) The psychological emphasis of Dolores Claiborne, more-
over—and the dark truths this unveils—intensifies a similar focus
in Emmeline, Thérèse Raquin, and An American Tragedy.

Picker is returning to his roots in still another sense by renew-
ing his collaboration with Sandy mcclatchy. “Tobias and i met
where all people meet—at a party,” recalls the librettist. immedi-
ately they began plotting out a collaboration—mcclatchy men-
tions that their first idea was for a “Proust Requiem” for French
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radio, though nothing came of it—and their first success as a
team came with Emmeline, which mcclatchy adapted from a novel
by Judith Rossner. Why did their collaboration suddenly stop?
There were some more attempts to try out new projects, “but
nothing worked out. Both of us have strong personalities, and our
relationship hit the rocks.” 

For his last two operas, the composer had partnered with the
much sought-after Gene Scheer, but scheduling conflicts kept them
from teaming up for the Stephen king opera. Picker turned again to
his former colleague. almost at once, we resumed a confident friend-
ship and have worked happily on Dolores.” says mcclatchy. “Tobias is
a superb composer with canny theatrical instincts, so it is an espe-
cially exciting pleasure to work with him again.” So much so, he
adds, that they’ve already started planning two more operas together. 

“The words are another color for me,” remarks Picker. “espe-
cially with Sandy’s words, i’m very respectful of the rhythm of the
poetry. i am with Gene as well—they each have their own unique
voice, and those voices do have an influence on the way i write.”
For his part, mcclatchy has a clear sense of his responsibility as
librettist: “my job is to give the composer musical possibilities, to
think of the characters as singers, and to work up a drama for
voices.” For example, a significant reworking of king’s unbroken
first-person narrative was the choice to frame the entire opera with
the scene of Vera’s death. For the audience, mcclatchy points out,

this device manages to “open the opera with a bang” and at the
same time to lead them “through a mystery they must, in time,
solve themselves”—a gesture that may be “more Hitchcock than
king.” on a musical level, it reinforces the emotional logic of
Picker’s taut network of leitmotifs, which continually clue us in to
new angles and cross-references. 

mcclatchy similarly creates the musical “space” for the ensem-
bles that are especially important to the composer. “i don’t like
operas where you have just one person singing at a time for
hours,” Picker explains. His fondness for the contrapuntal variety
of ensembles—a trait throughout all of his operas—takes many
forms in Dolores Claiborne: the quintet of maids who spell out
Vera’s imperious demands; Vera’s July 4th party with the comic
touch of the trio of knox, cox, and Fox juxtaposed against the hair-
raising quartet that ends the first act; the chorus during the
eclipse, or the trio for the women split between locations—the
definitive musical embodiment of the dramatic triangle Picker
refers to and the three generations of women, each of whom
struggles in her own way with the predicament of powerlessness.

as for giving his characters distinct musical identities, Picker
devised a system of melodic, harmonic, and even rhythmic motifs
derived from the spelling and accents of particular names. Selena,
for example, conjures triads of a minor, while Vera, into whose
world we are plunged in the opera’s opening measures, is associ-

ated with a powerful chord that the composer uses to portray her
“regality.” Vera’s world of privilege “is the world Dolores claiborne
has to cope with and survive, just as she does with Joe St.
George.” Joe’s motif is a dramatically downward-plunging G-e-F-
sharp, but he’s also characterized by the singsong tune “Daddy go
up, Daddy go down” which he uses when sexually abusing his
daughter. “i wanted to write a catchy tune that can sound innocent
and sinister at the same time,” says Picker, “and cause you to
wake up in the middle of the night with it stuck in your head.” 

neither Picker nor mcclatchy worries that their unforgiving
portrayal of Joe will be perceived as too extreme or “two-dimen-
sional.” mcclatchy recalls that “Tobias, Jim [Robinson, the stage
director], and i all felt the same way: sometimes a man is simply
evil, through and through, and we wanted to leave him as he is, a
total monster. He has none of Scarpia’s suavity. He depends on
booze and brutality to have his way. americans love victims, but
that softness doesn’t belong in this story. The complex characters
here are the women, as they should be. Women are so much more
in touch with their own emotions than men are.”

it’s especially fitting that Dolores claiborne’s music is so closely
linked to her name (motivically, with all possible variants of D and c,
flat and sharp): that’s how she asserts her identity, from her very first
words in the opera. Harmonically, this is reinforced by the heavy
chords of c minor that end each of the two acts. “She comes into her

own as ‘Dolores claiborne,’” Picker explains. “in that sense she’s a
modern woman who takes her own name back to define herself.”

To help carry over from one scene to another in a time frame
that spans over forty years, Picker uses leitmotivic devices as well.
The brittle rhythms in the Prelude are part of Thibodeau’s interro-
gation music—“like rats crawling around in the orchestra and for-
aging for some crumb of evidence”—and are used “to bring us
back to the present in the story line.” Picker adds that his
approach to the orchestra is to treat it both as narrator and a char-
acter alive in its own right, though “less is more, i always feel,
since i don’t want to cover the singers.”

Referring to the inevitable adjustments and last-minute fine-
tunings that are part of sending any opera out into the world for
the first time, mcclatchy rhapsodizes about the process of musi-
cians feeling their way into the music, of singers “beginning to feel
the text in their throats” along with the pitches: “The task of both
librettist and composer is to make the singers thrill and move
their audiences. Theirs is the hardest task of all. i’m nervous in
front of a typewriter. What would i do if i had to worry about hit-
ting a B-flat in front of 3,000 people?”

Thomas May, a regular contributor to San Francisco Opera’s
programs, is an internationally published arts writer. He blogs at
memeteria.com.

“Essentially it’s a psychological Gothic melodrama set in modern times.”
—Tobias Picker on Dolores Claiborne
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B Y J A N E G A N A H L

STEPHEN KING

Recently asked by CBS news about his astonishingly prolific body of work, author
Stephen King simply shrugged. Writing is “a compulsion,” he said. “When i was
younger, my head was like a traffic jam, full of ideas jostling to get out.” 

One of those ideas involved a tough, unpleasant mainer named Dolores Claiborne, who
took steps to set her life right after a history of abuse and neglect. King was well into his
second decade of writing when he penned Dolores Claiborne—a novel that was an abrupt
detour from the style of his previous work. it was story about humans, not monsters,
and their very human struggle to find justice and redemption. Written in one long pas-
sage, without chapter markings or other breaks in the prose, it was a bravura piece of
fiction, one that could have risked alienating fans of King’s horror work. 

But it didn’t. Dolores Claiborne became the bestselling book of 1992, and, for King, a
rare critic’s darling. Time magazine called it “powerful… startlingly good,” and the San

Francisco Chronicle said it was “among King’s best… an unforgettable,
unflinching glimpse into a mind driven to murder.” 

it was also his thirty-fifth book in eighteen years—a dizzying pace
that would eventually result in more than 150 written works, from
novels to nonfiction and short stories. Dozens and dozens of adap-
tations of his work have made it to the screen, including The Shin-
ing, The Green Mile, Cujo, The Shawshank Redemption, and more. To
date, more than 350 million copies of his work have been sold, mak-

ing him arguably the most successful writer of our era. 
But his beginnings were humble indeed. Born in portland,

maine in 1947, King had his share of hardships. His father aban-
doned the family, forcing his mother to relocate several times to

keep the family afloat. Once in college, at the university of
maine in Orono, he wrote a weekly column for the school

newspaper and was active in student politics, serving in
the school senate. After graduating with a teaching

credential, he married college sweetheart Tabitha
Spruce. But, unable to find a teaching job, he

worked as a laborer in an industrial laun-
dry, selling a short story here and
there to men’s magazines. 
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DIRECTOR’S 
NOTE

BY JAMES ROBINSON

A s someone who spends a fair amount of time

developing and directing new operas, i am often

asked what makes a successful new opera. if only i had

a single answer to that question! There are many factors

that contribute to a success—good music, a compelling

libretto, solid dramaturgy, a collaborative cast, timing,

and luck. But the most important element, in my opin-

ion, is the subject itself. it all comes down to finding a

story that cannot just be set to music, but that requires

music. So when i was approached about working with

Tobias picker and J.D. mcClatchy about Dolores Clai-

borne, my enthusiasm and imagination were ignited.

Whether he is considered a great literary genius or

denounced as merely a facile writer of chills and thrills,

Stephen King certainly knows how to spin a tale. in the

case of Dolores Claiborne, he presents us with complex

characters, an intriguing location, and tangle of psycho-

logical and moral issues. No wonder this novel

inspired an enduring and iconic film that most people

still recall with great fondness. Not unlike some of the

stories in Janáček operas, Dolores Claiborne makes for

an unlikely but ultimately engrossing opera that fea-

tures a strong female anti-hero and a collection of

flawed but fascinating (and occasionally repugnant)

cohorts. my creative team and i have embraced the

original book as well as the work of some masters of

psychological-thriller film-making and even a field trip

to the coast of maine for inspiration. it has been a won-

derful journey because the story has taken us on such a

dark and wonderful ride.Jane Ganahl has been a journalist, author, editor, and producer in San
Francisco for thirty years. She is the co-founder of Litquake, the West
Coast’s largest independent literary festival, author of the memoir
Naked on the page, and contributor to many magazines, from
Bazaar to Rolling Stone, Ladies’ Home Journal, and San Francisco
Opera magazine.

His big break came in 1973, when Doubleday accepted his
novel Carrie for publication. According to a biography of King by
George Beahm, at the time he was living in a trailer with Tabitha,
writing on a borrowed typewriter and teaching high school
English. unable to pay the phone bill, he got word of the sale via
telegram. “Congrats, kid,” wrote his editor Bill Thompson. “The
future lies ahead!” Soon after, he learned that the paperback rights
for Carrie had also sold—for a reported $400,000, an astonishing
amount even today, which enabled King to begin writing fulltime. 

The character of Carrie—a teenage misfit with telekinetic pow-
ers—is similar to Dolores in that they are both outcasts who take
matters into their own hands. King has always been fascinated by
what happens when someone under duress steps up to take
charge. He told CBS News, “i started out a fan of movies about
giant bugs that swallowed New york and Los Angeles. i liked the
idea that things would get out of control, and someone would bat-
tle to put control back in their lives.” 

King had his own personal battles as well: a well-documented
addiction to drugs and alcohol in the late 80s, and a near-fatal
accident when he was hit by a car walking on a maine country
road in 1999. But he recovered from both, and where he claims
that he is not as prolific as he once was, King continues to pro-
duce increasingly varied and fascinating projects. 

His latest book is The Dark Man: An Illustrated Poem, with art-
work by Glenn Chadbourne (the two previously collaborated on
the graphic short story series Secretary of Dreams). in June, Joyland
came out via the Hard Case Crime publishing house. A sequel to
The Shining, Dr. Sleep, is being released this fall. He is also execu-
tive producer of the television show, Under the Dome, based on his
novel of the same name, which was just picked up for a second
season on CBS. 

As if this were not enough, he’s recently become a librettist him-
self: Ghost Brothers of Darkland County is a Southern Gothic super-
natural musical, a collaboration between King (text), and John
mellencamp and T Bone Burnett (music). With guest artists such
as Elvis Costello, Rosanne Cash, and Kris Kristofferson,  Ghost
Brothers was released on CD/DVD on June 4 and will tour the mid-
west as a live production this fall. 

As successful as King is, he also finds time to give back. He and
Tabitha provide scholarships for local high school students and
contribute to many other local and national charities. He also has
played a mean guitar for First Amendment benefits in the all-author
band, The Rock Bottom Remainders, with fellow musically inclined
scribes like Amy Tan, Scott Turow, mitch Albom, and more. 

When asked by CBS if it mattered to him that he has not always
been viewed as literary, King smiled. “i don’t know if i want to be
treated seriously, because in the end, posterity will decide.”
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American soprano 
PATRICIA RACETTE 
(Dolores Claiborne) 
celebrates her twenty-
fourth anniversary 
with San Francisco 
Opera this season by 
appearing in the title 

roles of Dolores Claiborne and Madama 
Butterfly, as Margherita and Elena in 
Mefistofele, and in her role debut as Julie 
La Verne in Show Boat. A participant in 
the Adler Fellowship and Merola Opera 
Program, she has sung 28 roles with the 
Company, most recently the title role of 
Tosca, the three heroines of Puccini’s Il 
Trittico, and Marguerite (Faust); Racette 
previously appeared as Margherita in 
Boito’s Mefistofele in 1994. Other recent 
engagements include Cio-Cio-San in 
Barcelona; Tosca, Cio-Cio-San, Leonora 
(Il Trovatore), and Madame Lidoine 
(Dialogues des Carmélites) with the 
Metropolitan Opera; Tosca and the title 
role of Manon Lescaut at Washington 
National Opera; the Governess (The Turn 
of the Screw) with Los Angeles Opera; 
and the title role of Kát’a Kabanová for 
English National Opera. She has also 
appeared in several world premieres: as 
Leslie Crosbie in Moravec’s The Letter for 
the Santa Fe Opera; Love Simpson in 
Floyd’s Cold Sassy Tree for Houston 
Grand Opera; the title role of Tobias 
Picker’s Emmeline at the Santa Fe Opera; 
and Roberta Alden in Picker’s American 
Tragedy at the Met. Racette has 
performed leading roles abroad at 
Milan’s La Scala; the Royal Opera, 
Covent Garden; Paris Opera; the Vienna 
State Opera; Genoa’s Teatro Carlo Felice; 
Bavarian State Opera; and the Maggio 
Musicale Festival. Her Met portrayals of 
Cio-Cio-San and Ellen Orford (Peter 
Grimes) were captured for that 
company’s HD series and are available 
on DVD. Her latest recording, Diva on 
Detour, is a cabaret album produced by 
GPR Records and Naxos—a program she 
has performed live at the celebrated 
Below 54 (formerly Studio 54), the 
Ravinia Festival, and New York’s Century 
Club. Upcoming highlights include Diva 
on Detour at San Francisco’s Jewish 

Community Center, Tosca for both Turin’s 
Teatro Regio in Tokyo and the Met (live in 
HD), and Maddalena (Andrea Chénier) at 
the Met.

Mezzo-soprano 
CATHERINE COOK 
(Dolores Claiborne) 
has appeared with 
San Francisco  Opera 
in more than forty 
roles since her debut 
in 1991. Company 

credits include originating the  roles of 
Jade Boucher in Jake Heggie’s Dead Man 
Walking and Arlene Kamen and Wang 
Tai- Tai in Stewart Wallace’s The 
Bonesetter’s Daughter, Suzuki (Madama 
Butterfly), Mother Goose  (The Rake’s 
Progress), Annina (Der Rosenkavalier), 
Berta (Il Barbiere di Siviglia), Flora (La  
Traviata), Lapák the Dog and 
Woodpecker (The Cunning Little Vixen), 
Emilia (Otello), Marthe  (Faust), Mrs. 
Sedley (Peter Grimes), and La Frugola, 
Sister Monitor, and La Ciesca (Il Trittico).  
Cook has sung with the Metropolitan 
Opera in Faust and Kát’a Kabanová; at 
Lyric Opera of  Chicago in Peter Grimes, 
Le Nozze di Figaro, and Il Barbiere di 
Siviglia; with Houston Grand  Opera as 
Marthe, Berta, and Tisbe (La 
Cenerentola); and she has appeared at 
Los Angeles  Opera, Santa Fe Opera, 
Opera Company of Philadelphia, and 
Portland Opera as well as  with the San 
Francisco Symphony. A winner of the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council  
Auditions, Cook is a graduate of the 
Merola Opera Program and a former 
Adler Fellow. Recent  and upcoming 
engagements include Marthe with the 
Metropolitan Opera, Mistress Quickly  
(Falstaff) with Opera Santa Barbara, and 
Berta with the Company this fall.

SUSANNAH BILLER 
(Selena St. George), a 
former Adler Fellow, 
made her Company 
debut in 2010 as 
Kätchen (Werther) 
and has also 
appeared as Kristina 

(The Makropulos Case); Frasquita 
(Carmen); Despina (Così fan tutte); in 
addition to creating the roles of Lolita 
and a Bridesmaid in Heart of a Soldier. As 
a participant in the 2009 Merola Opera 
Program, she sang Caterina (L’Amico 
Fritz) and performed scenes as Eurydice 
(Orfeo ed Eurydice), Musetta (La 
Bohème), Elvira (L’Italiana in Algeri), and  
Monica (The Medium). Other recent 
engagements include Daisy (Harbison’s 
The Great Gatsby) and Eurydice (Glass’s 
Orphée) with San Francisco’s Opera 
Parallèle, her New York debut as Fortuna 
(Mozart’s Il Sogno di Scipione) and Eritea 
(Cavalli’s Eliogabalo) with Gotham 
Chamber Opera, Serpina (La Serva 
Padrona) with Opera Santa Barbara, and 
Nannetta (Falstaff) with Portland Opera. 
Upcoming engagements include 
Susanna (Le Nozze di Figaro) with Opera 
Idaho, Garcias (Don Quichotte), and 
Adina (L’Elisir d’Amore) with Opera 
Theatre of St. Louis.

ELIZABETH FUTRAL 
(Vera Donovan) 
made her 1998 San 
Francisco Opera 
debut originating the 
role of Stella Kowalski 
in André Previn’s A 
Streetcar Named 

Desire and returned in 2009 in the title 
role of La Traviata. Recent career 
highlights include the title role of 
Saariaho’s Émilie at the Lincoln Center 
and Spoleto USA Festivals; Violetta at 
Washington National Opera, Los Angeles 
Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin, and San 
Diego Opera; the title role of The Merry 
Widow with Lyric Opera of Chicago; 
Fiordiligi (Così fan tutte) with Washington 
National Opera; and the title role of Thaïs 
in Athens and Santiago, Chile. She 
created the role of Laura Jesson in 
Previn’s A Brief Encounter at Houston 
Grand Opera in 2009, and in 2006 she 
originated the role of Princess Yueyang in 
Tan Dun’s The First Emperor at the 
Metropolitan Opera. The North Carolina 
native’s other notable engagements 
include the title role of Lucia di 
Lammermoor, Elvira (I Puritani), and 
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Princess Eudoxie (Halévy’s La Juive) at 
the Metropolitan Opera; Adina (L’Elisir 
d’Amore) and Gilda (Rigoletto) at 
Barcelona’s Gran Teatre del Liceu; Thaïs 
at English National Opera; Violetta and 
the title role of Handel’s Partenope at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago; Gilda at La 
Monnaie in Brussels; Nannetta (Falstaff) 
and Susanna (Le Nozze di Figaro) in 
Munich; and the title roles of Semele, 
Daphne, and The Ballad of Baby Doe at 
New York City Opera. Futral’s extensive 
discography includes Meyerbeer’s L’Etoile 
du Nord (Marco Polo); A Streetcar Named 
Desire and L’Enfant et les Sortilèges (DG); 
Glass’s Hydrogen Jukebox (Euphorbia); 
Rossini’s Otello and Zelmira as well as 
Pacini’s Carlo di Borgogna (Opera Rara); 
Gordon’s Orpheus and Euridice 
(Ghostlight); also Lucia di Lammermoor 
and a solo recital recording entitled Great 
Opera Arias (Chandos).

WAYNE TIGGES (Joe 
St. George) made his 
San Francisco Opera 
debut in 2011 creating 
the roles of Sam and 
Wesley in the world 
premiere of Heart of a 
Soldier as well as 

singing the roles of Ariodates (Xerxes) 
and Zuniga (Carmen).The American 
bass-baritone’s recent engagements 
include Willy Wonka in the European 
premiere of Peter Ash’s The Golden Ticket 
at the Wexford Festival; Escamillo 
(Carmen) and Leporello (Don Giovanni) 
at the San Diego Opera; Jochanaan 
(Salome) with Arizona Opera; Basilio (Il 
Barbiere di Siviglia) with Opera Colorado 
and Lyric Opera of Chicago; Donner (Das 
Rheingold), Escamillo, Zuniga (Carmen), 
and the Bonze (Madama Butterfly) with 
Los Angeles Opera; the Vicar (Albert 
Herring), Basilio, Hercules (Alceste), and 
Nourabad (Les Pêcheurs de Perles) with 
the Santa Fe Opera; Escamillo at the 
Glyndebourne Festival; Kolenatý (The 
Makropulos Case) with Paris Opera; and 
Achilla (Giulio Cesare) with the 
Metropolitan Opera and Lyric Opera of 
Chicago. A graduate of Lyric Opera of 
Chicago’s Ryan Opera Center, Tigges’s 
other roles with that company include 
the title role of Le Nozze di Figaro, 
Capulet (Roméo et Juliette), Angelotti 

(Tosca), Sam (Un Ballo in Maschera), and 
the Bonze; he also created the role of 
Snook in Bolcom’s A Wedding.

American tenor 
GREG FEDDERLY 
(Detective 
Thibodeau) returned 
to San Francisco 
Opera most recently 
as Monostatos (The 
Magic Flute) in 2012, 

a role he also sang here in 2007. Other 

Company appearances include Brighella 
(Ariadne auf Naxos) in 2002, Don Basilio 
(Le Nozze di Figaro) in 2006 and 2010, 
and Pang (Turandot) in 2011. Fedderly is a 
principal artist with Los Angeles Opera 
and has also performed with the 
Washington Opera, Houston Grand 
Opera, Seattle Opera, and at the 
Aldeburgh and Drottningholm Festivals, 
among others. Recent engagements 
include Monostatos, Gherardo (Gianni 
Schicchi), and Prunier (La Rondine) with 
Los Angeles Opera; Monostatos, Don 
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Basilio, Goro (Madama Butterfly) and 
Bob Boles (Peter Grimes) at the 
Metropolitan Opera; Bob Boles with the 
San Diego Opera; and Brighella with 
Washington National Opera. Fedderly 
received a master’s degree from the 
University of Southern California, where 
he was awarded the Marilyn Horne 
Scholarship.

American tenor JOEL 
SORENSEN (Mr. 
Pease) made his San 
Francisco Opera 
debut in 2004 as the 
Mosquito in 
Janáček’s The 
Cunning Little Vixen 

and returned as Spoletta in Tosca (2009, 
2012). Following his 1994 debut with 
New York City Opera as Monostatos (Die 
Zauberflöte) he performed in more than 
two dozen productions with that 
company, including Madama Butterfly, 
Falstaff, Turandot, Salome, Of Mice and 
Men, La Rondine, Les Contes d’Hoffmann, 
Il Trittico, Mefistofele, and Mathis der 
Maler. Other career highlights include 
Spoletta, Goro, Monostatos, Valzacchi 
(Der Rosenkavalier), and Andrès, 
Cochenille, Pitichinaccio, and Frantz (Les 
Contes d’Hoffmann) at the Metropolitan 
Opera; Tybalt (Roméo et Juliette), Pang 
(Turandot), Curley (Of Mice and Men), 
and Valzacchi at San Diego Opera; 
Spoletta and Guidobald (Schreker’s Die 
Gezeichneten) at Los Angeles Opera; 
Herodes (Salome) at Florentine Opera; 
Mime (Das Rheingold) with Longborough 
Festival, UK; and Andres (Wozzeck) with 
the Landestheater in Salzburg. Sorensen 
may be seen on DVD in the Metropolitan 
Opera’s HD Tosca and heard on the EMI 
world-premiere CD of Weill’s Die 
Bürgschaft.                

Canadian soprano 
NIKKI EINFELD 
(Maid, Teenage Girl) 
made her San 
Francisco Opera 
debut as Masha in 
2005’s Queen of 
Spades and has 

returned as Barbarina (Le Nozze di 
Figaro), Papagena (The Magic Flute for 
Kids), and Giannetta (The Elixir of Love for 

Soprano MARINA 
HARRIS (Maid), a 
second-year Adler 
Fellow, is an alumna 
of the 2011 Merola 
Opera Program who 
made her Company 
debut as Susan 

Sowerby in the world premiere of The 
Secret Garden this past March; she also 
sang multiple roles in the world premiere 
of The Gospel of Mary Magdalene this 
summer. In 2009, Harris was chosen as 
a Western regional finalist for the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council 
auditions and was the second place 
winner in the finals. She is the first place 
winner of numerous competitions, 
including the Brava! Opera Theater 
James M. Collier Young Artist Vocal 
Competition, the Henry and Maria Holt 
Memorial Vocal Scholarship 
Competition, and the Long Beach Mozart 
Festival Vocal Competition. In 2014, 
Harris will present a solo recital in New 
York as part of Carnegie Hall’s 
Neighborhood Concert Series. She 
appears in the Company’s fall 
productions of Mefistofele (Elena) and 
The Barber of Seville for Families.

A native of Iowa City, 
Iowa, mezzo-soprano 
LAURA KRUMM 
(Maid) is a second-
year Adler Fellow who 
made her San 
Francisco Opera 
debut as Countess 

Ceprano in last fall’s Rigoletto and 
appeared as Martha Sowerby in the world 
premiere of The Secret Garden. Her 
recent repertoire includes Charlotte 
(Werther), Sesto (La Clemenza di Tito), 
Cherubino (Le Nozze di Figaro), Prince 
Orlofsky (Die Fledermaus), and the 
Second Lady (Die Zauberflöte). A 
graduate of the 2011 Merola Opera 
Program, she has performed in concerts 
and operas with La Musica Lirica in 
Novafeltria, Italy and OperaWorks in Los 
Angeles, and she was a finalist in the 
2011 Dallas Opera Guild Competition. 
This season she also appears as Rosina 
in the Company’s The Barber of Seville for 
Families.

Families). A Merola Opera Program 
alumna and former Adler Fellow, she was 
a grand finalist in the 2006 Metropolitan 
Opera National Council Auditions. 
Einfeld’s career highlights include 
Susanna (Le Nozze di Figaro) with 
Vancouver Opera and New Orleans 
Opera; The Queen of the Night (Die 
Zauberflöte) with the Canadian Opera 
Company; Adele (Die Fledermaus), Adina 
(L’Elisir d’Amore), Zerlina (Don Giovanni) 
and the title role of La Fille du Régiment 
with Manitoba Opera; the title role of 
Lucia di Lammermoor with Syracuse 
Opera; Rosina (Il Barbiere di Siviglia) with 
Saskatoon Opera; Télaïre (Castor et 
Pollux) with Opera Français de New York; 
and Nannetta (Falstaff) with Edmonton 
Opera. Recent and upcoming 
engagements include Norina (Don 
Pasquale) with Manitoba Opera and 
appearing as the soprano soloist in 
Carmina Burana with the San Francisco 
Symphony.

A native of Chicago, 
JACQUELINE 
PICCOLINO (Maid) 
is a first-year Adler 
Fellow who made her 
San Francisco Opera 
debut this summer in 
Les Contes 

d’Hoffmann. As a participant in the 2012 
and 2013 Merola Opera Program, the 
soprano appeared as Arminda (La Finta 
Giardiniera) and Countess Almaviva (Le 
Nozze di Figaro). As a studio artist with 
Wolf Trap Opera Company, she has 
appeared in that company’s productions 
of Le Donne Curiose, Sweeney Todd, and 
Les Contes d’Hoffmann. Other career 
highlights include appearing in the Napa 
Festival del Sole’s Bouchaine Young 
Artist Concert Series and being a 
participant in the Houston Grand Opera 
Young Artist Vocal Academy. Piccolino is 
a recipient of the Richard F. Gold Career 
Grant from the Shoshana Foundation 
and winner of the New York Lyric Opera 
Theatre Competition and the Bel Canto 
Competition. 
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American mezzo-
soprano RENÉE 
RAPIER (Maid) is a 
second-year Adler 
Fellow who made her 
Company debut as 
Giovanna in last 
season’s Rigoletto 

and appears as Pantalis (Mefistofele) and 
Meg Page (Falstaff) this fall. She has 
performed with the San Francisco Opera 
Orchestra, the Northern Iowa Symphony 
Orchestra, the Grinnell Orchestra, the 
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, and 
with the Tafelmusik Baroque Summer 
Institute Orchestra. Rapier holds a 
master’s degree from the University of 
Northern Iowa, was a studio artist at 
Chautauqua Opera in 2009, and a 
participant in the Merola Opera Program 
of 2010. She returned to the Merola 
Opera Program in 2011 when she sang 
Rosina in Il Barbiere di Siviglia. The 
mezzo has been the recipient of the 
Chautauqua Studio Artist Award, a 
winner in the Schubert Club Scholarship 
Competition and the Palm Springs Opera 
Competition, a finalist of the Bel Canto 
Vocal Scholarship Foundation 
Competition and the Seoul International 
Music Competition, and was a national 
semifinalist at the Metropolitan Opera 
Council Auditions in 2011. 

Tenor A.J. 
GLUECKERT (Mr. 
Knox) is a first-year 
Adler Fellow hailing 
from Portland, 
Oregon who made 
his Company debut 
in The Gospel of Mary 

Magdalene this summer. He is an 
alumnus of the 2012 Merola Opera 
Program, where he performed Mr. Owen 
in Argento’s Postcard from Morocco. As a 
resident artist with Minnesota Opera, he 
was heard as Arturo (Lucia di 
Lammermoor) and also created the role 
of the Crown Prince in the world 
premiere of Puts’s Silent Night. He is 
also a graduate of the young artists 
programs at the Santa Fe Opera and 
Utah Opera. A two-time winner of the 
regional Metropolitan Opera National 
Auditions, he holds a degree from the 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music and 

he appeared as the Drum Major 
(Wozzeck) with San Francisco’s Opera 
Parallèle. 

A native of Kansas 
City, tenor ROBERT 
WATSON (Mr. Cox) 
made his 
professional debut 
as a Noble in 
Lohengrin this past 
fall. In 2011 he 

attended the San Francisco Conservatory 
of Music. He is a graduate of Oklahoma 
City University, where he performed the 
roles of Roberto (Le Villi), Eisenstein (Die 
Fledermaus), Alfredo (La Traviata), and 
Canio (Pagliacci), which won first prize in 
the National Opera Association’s opera 
production competition. He also created 
the role of the Orderly in Katarzyna 
Brochocka’s Happy Garden of Life while 
at Oklahoma City University. He is a two-
time Metropolitan Opera National 
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Council Auditions regional finalist and 
was a semi-finalist in the 2011 Loren L. 
Zachary competition. 

Bass-baritone 
HADLEIGH ADAMS 
(Mr. Fox) is a first-
year Adler Fellow and 
graduate of the 2012 
Merola Opera 
Program. He made 
his Company debut 

this summer in Les Contes d’Hoffmann 

engagements include Pollux (Rameau’s 
Castor et Pollux) with Pinchgut Opera.

American composer 
TOBIAS PICKER’s 
music has been 
commissioned and 
performed by the New 
York Philharmonic; the 
Philadelphia Orchestra; 
the Cleveland 

Orchestra; the Chicago Symphony; the San 
Francisco Symphony; the Minnesota 
Orchestra; the BBC Proms; the Munich, 
Helsinki, and Strasbourg Philharmonic 
Orchestras; and numerous leading 
international festivals, chamber 
ensembles, and soloists. Picker’s first 
opera, Emmeline (1996), received its 
premiere at Santa Fe Opera and was 
telecast nationally by PBS Great 
Performances. This led to commissions by 
Los Angeles Opera, (Fantastic Mr. Fox) the 
Dallas Opera, (Therese Raquin), the 
Metropolitan Opera (An American Tragedy) 
and San Francisco Opera (Dolores 
Claiborne). New productions have 
appeared at New York City Opera; the 
Royal Opera, Covent Garden; and 
throughout the U.S. and Europe. By age 
twenty-six, Picker had received the BMI 
Award, a Charles Ives Scholarship, two 
fellowships from NEA, and a Guggenheim 
Foundation Fellowship. Later he received 
the Award in Music from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. Picker’s 
piano concerto, Keys to the City (1983), was 
commissioned by the City of New York for 
the centenary of Brooklyn Bridge. Tobias 
Picker holds degrees from the Manhattan 
School of Music, the Juilliard School, and 
Princeton University. Elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 
2012, he was recently named artistic 
director of The Opera San Antonio.

J. D. McCLATCHY 
(Librettist) is the 
author of nineteen 
opera libretti, most 
notably for Schuman’s 
A Question of Taste 
(Glimmerglass Opera); 
Saylor’s Orpheus 

Descending (Lyric Opera of Chicago); 
Picker’s Emmeline (Santa Fe Opera); 
Maazel’s 1984, co-written with Thomas 

and The Gospel of Mary Magdalene. The 
New Zealand native was a member of 
New Zealand Opera from 2004 to 2008 
and performed frequently as an oratorio 
soloist. He made his debut with 
London’s Royal National Theatre in 2011 
as Christ in Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. 
Awards include a 2010 Joan Sutherland 
& Richard Bonynge Scholarship and 
second prize in the Australian Singing 
Competition. A frequent recitalist, he has 
performed at London’s St. Martin in the 
Fields and Wigmore Hall. Upcoming 
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Meehan (the Royal Opera, Covent 
Garden); Goldenthal’s Grendel, co-written 
with Julie Taymor (Los Angeles Opera); 
Rorem’s Our Town; Liebermann’s Miss 
Lonelyhearts (the Juilliard School); and 
Dellaira’s The Secret Agent (Center for 
Contemporary Opera). Recent projects 
include Hagen’s Little Nemo in 
Slumberland, commissioned by Sarasota 
Opera, and Tesori’s The Lion, the Unicorn, 
and Me for Washington National Opera. 
His work has been performed at the 
Metropolitan Opera, Milan’s La Scala, 
New York City Opera, and the Sydney 
Opera House. McClatchy is also the 
author of eight collections of poems, 
including Hazmat, a Pulitzer Prize finalist, 
and the forthcoming Plundered Hearts: 
New and Selected Poems (Knopf). He has 
taught at Princeton, Columbia, UCLA, 
Johns Hopkins, and other universities, and 
he is currently professor of English at Yale, 
where for twenty-five years he has also 
edited The Yale Review. The author has 
served as a chancellor of the Academy of 
American Poets and as president of the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters.

Music director of the 
American Composers 
Orchestra and 
Portland Opera, 
GEORGE MANAHAN 
makes his San 
Francisco Opera debut 
in 2013 with the world 

premiere of Dolores Claiborne. Winner of 
Columbia University’s Ditson Conductor’s 
Award, Manahan continues his 
commitment to working with young 
musicians as director of Orchestral 
Studies at the Manhattan School of Music 
as well as guest conductor at the Curtis 
Institute of Music. He served as music 
director of the New York City Opera for 
fourteen seasons. Manahan’s guest 
appearances include the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s, the Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra, as well as the orchestras of 
Atlanta, San Francisco, Hollywood Bowl, 
and New Jersey, where he served as acting 
music director for four seasons. He has 
also appeared with the opera companies 
of Seattle, Chicago, Santa Fe, Portland, 
Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Paris Opera, 
Bologna’s Teatro Comunale, the Bergen 
Festival (Norway), the Casals Festival 
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(Puerto Rico), and Minnesota Opera, 
where he was principal conductor. 
Manahan’s wide-ranging recording 
activities include the premiere recording 
of Steve Reich’s Tehillim (ECM); Edward 
Thomas’s Desire Under the Elms 
(nominated for a Grammy); Joe Jackson’s 
Will Power; and Tobias Picker’s Emmeline. 
His enthusiasm for contemporary music 
continues today: He has conducted 
numerous world premieres, including 
Charles Wuorinen’s Haroun and the Sea 
of Stories, David Lang’s Modern Painters, 

Hans Werner Henze’s The English Cat, 
and Terrence Blanchard’s Champion.

Artistic director of 
Opera Theatre of 
Saint Louis, JAMES 
ROBINSON 
(Director) made his 
San Francisco Opera 
debut in the 2005 
production of Norma 

and returned in 2008 for L’Elisir d’Amore 
and 2009 for Il Trittico. His credits 
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include productions for Houston Grand 
Opera (Abduction from the Seraglio, Lucia 
di Lammermoor, Giulio Cesare), Santa Fe 
Opera (Così fan tutte, Capriccio, The 
Rake’s Progress), the Canadian Opera 
Company (Elektra, Norma, Nixon in 
China). His work has also been seen at 
Washington National Opera, Opera 
Australia, Royal Swedish Opera, the 
Dallas Opera, Los Angeles Opera, 
Minnesota Opera, Seattle Opera, and the 
Wexford Festival. He has also created 
productions for the London Symphony 
Orchestra (Honegger’s Jeanne d’Arc au 
Bucher, Bernstein’s Mass), the Hollywood 
Bowl (Amadeus), Carnegie Hall, and 
Baltimore Symphony. A champion of new 
works, he has directed the world 
premieres of Ash’s The Golden Ticket, 
Catan’s Salsipuedes, and Blanchard’s 
Champion. He directed the American 
premiere of Chin’s Alice in Wonderland 
and Antheil’s Transatlantic and led major 
revivals of Adams’s Nixon in China and 
The Death of Klinghoffer. Upcoming 
engagements include the American 
premiere of Ruo’s Dr. Sun Yat Sen for 
Santa Fe Opera, The Death of Klinghoffer 

for Long Beach Opera, and the world 
premieres of Gordon’s Twenty-Seven and 
Perla’s Shalimar the Clown for Opera 
Theatre of St. Louis.

Set designer ALLEN MOYER made his 
San Francisco Opera debut in 2003 
with The Mother of Us All, which was 
also seen at New York City Opera and 
Glimmerglass Opera, and he returned 
for Norma (2005), The Elixir of Love 
(2008), and Il Trittico (2009). Recent 
credits include Die Fledermaus, Der 
Fliegende Holländer, and Nixon in China 
for Canadian Opera Company; Orfeo ed 
Euridice for the Metropolitan Opera; The 
Last Savage and Les Contes d’Hoffmann 
for Santa Fe Opera; as well as the world 
premiere of Blanchard’s Champion and 
the American premiere of Alice for Opera 
Theatre of St. Louis. Moyer’s work has 
also been seen at Houston Grand Opera, 
Scottish Opera, Washington National 
Opera, Glimmerglass Opera, Welsh 
National Opera, Rome’s L’Accademia di 
Santa Cecilia, the Wexford Festival, Seattle 
Opera, and New York City Opera as well 
as the Mark Morris Dance Group (Romeo 

and Juliet: On Motifs of Shakespeare) 
and San Francisco Ballet (Sylvia). On 
Broadway, Moyer designed productions 
of Grey Gardens, The Little Dog Laughed, 
The Constant Wife, Twelve Angry Men, and 
Reckless, among others; he received a Tony 
Award nomination for his work on Grey 
Gardens as well as the 2006 Hewes Award 
from the American Theater Wing and an 
Obie Award for sustained excellence. 

JAMES SCHUETTE makes his San 
Francisco Opera debut with Dolores 
Claiborne. Recent work as a set or 
costume designer includes Alice in 
Wonderland, Nixon in China, and The 
Death of Klinghoffer at Opera Theatre of 
St. Louis; Norma at Washington National 
Opera; and Carmen at Glimmerglass 
Opera. Recent theater work includes Hot 
L Baltimore, The March, and The Brother/
Sister Plays at Steppenwolf Theatre, Sweet 
Bird of Youth at the Goodman Theatre, 
Civil War Christmas at New York Theatre 
Workshop, The Trojan Women at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Next Wave Festival, 
and Superior Donuts on Broadway.  His 
work has been seen at Houston Grand 
Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, New York City 
Opera, Seattle Opera, Santa Fe Opera, 
Chicago Opera Theater, American Rep
ertory Theater, American Conservatory 
Theater, Arena Stage, Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, Court Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse, 
the Mark Taper Forum, Manhattan 
Theatre Club, New York Theatre 
Workshop, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Seattle Repertory Theatre, Signature 
Theatre, Trinity Repertory Company and 
internationally.  He is a member of Anne 
Bogart’s SITI Company.  Upcoming work 
includes 27 at Opera Theatre of St. Louis, 
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen at Santa Fe Opera, and A 
Rite at the BAM Next Wave Festival.

CHRISTOPHER AKERLIND made his 
San Francisco Opera debut with his 
lighting designs for the world premiere 
of Philip Glass’s Appomattox in 2007; he 
returned in 2009 for Die Entführung aus 
dem Serail. He has designed lighting for 
more than six hundred theater and opera 
productions nationally and internationally. 
As resident lighting designer for the Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis, he has designed 
lighting for more than fifty productions, 
including the world or U.S. premieres of 
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Champion, the Merchant and the Pauper, 
The Woman at Otowi Crossing, The Midnight 
Angel, The Vanishing Bridegroom, and The 
Golden Ticket. Career highlights include 
Il Barbiere di Siviglia for the Metropolitan 
Opera, Rocky the Musical at the Hamburg 
Operettenhaus, and the Broadway 
production of The Light in the Piazza, which 
earned Akerlind the Tony, Drama Desk, 
and Outer Critic’s Circle Awards. Other 
Broadway credits include The Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess, 110 in the Shade, Awake and 
Sing, and Seven Guitars, all of which earned 
him Tony Award nominations, as well as 
Talk Radio, Reckless, In My Life, The Tale of 
the Allergist’s Wife, and The Piano Lesson, 
among others. Akerlind is the past recipient 
of an Obie Award for sustained excellence 
in lighting design and was nominated for a 
2002 NAACP Theatre Award in honor of his 
work on Center for New Theatre’s King Lear.

Projection designer GREG EMETAZ is a 
filmmaker based in New York City who 
makes his San Francisco Opera debut in 
the current season. He has served as video 
director for the 2007–2010 New York City 
Opera VOX Showcases, the 2008–2010 
NEA Opera Honors, and the 2011 NEA Jazz 
Masters. Other career highlights include 
video design for the new opera The Golden 
Ticket based on Roald Dahl’s Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory and the new play 
The Blue Bear at Perseverance Theater 
in Alaska; multimedia design for Opera 
Theatre of St. Louis’s Opera on the Go!; 
directing Tapasya: Ascetic Power and Tales 
of the Ganges at New York’s Joyce Theater; 
video design for Il Trovatore at Minnesota 
Opera and Ajax at American Repertory 
Theater; and creating video portraits for 
the New York Public Library’s Lions event. 
Recent and upcoming work includes 
completing work on Fay Lindsay-Jones Story, 
a feature documentary and creating behind-
the-scenes documentaries for Spider-Man: 
Turn off the Dark, Opera Theatre of Saint 
Louis, and New York City Opera.

Recipient of the 2012 San Francisco Opera 
Medal, IAN ROBERTSON has been chorus 
director and conductor with San Francisco 
Opera since 1987, having prepared more 
than 300 productions for the Company. 
He was awarded the Olivier Messiaen 
Foundation Prize in 2003 for his artistic 
contribution to the preparation of the 

Company’s North American premiere of 
Saint François d’Assise. Robertson has also 
conducted nine main-stage productions 
with the Company. Other North American 
opera credits include productions with 
Sarasota Opera, Edmonton Opera, and 
Philadelphia’s Curtis Opera Theatre. 
Before joining San Francisco Opera, 
Robertson was head of music and chorus 
director of Scottish Opera. He is also 
the artistic director of the San Francisco 
Festival Chorale and the San Francisco 
Boys Chorus. 

SUPERNUMERARIES

Susan Anderson-Norby 
Jim Bowes 
Steve Carp 
James Crow 

Eliza Fox 
Joe Friedman 
Priscilla Lore 

Larry D. Poole 
Ruby Smith 
Paul Zemlin
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Coach & Accompanist
ROBERT MOLLICONE

East Greenwich, Rhode Island
Second-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by

Frances K. & Charles D. Field
Foundation;

Mary & Craig Henderson

2013 ADLER FELLOWS

Bass-baritone
HADLEIGH ADAMS

Palmerston North, New Zealand
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Jennifer Coslett MacCready;

Barbara M. Ward & 
The Honorable Roy L. Wonder

Soprano
MARINA BOUDART HARRIS

Whittier, California
Second-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by

Mrs. Diana Dollar Knowles*;
Drs. Martin E. & Corazon D. Sanders 

Baritone
JOO WON KANG

Seoul, South Korea
Second-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by

Ms. Jane Bernstein & 
Mr. Robert A. Ellis;

Soo & Raj Venkatesan

Mezzo-soprano
ERIN JOHNSON

Washington, New Jersey 
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Robert & Julie Dickson

Tenor
AJ GLUECKERT

Portland, Oregon
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation; 

John & Sylvia Hughes;
Barbara K. Jackson

San Francisco Opera’s Artists-in-Residence
Founded in 1977 as the San Francisco Affiliate Artists Opera program, Adler Fellowships are two-year performance-oriented residencies 
for classical music’s most promising young artists. Now in its 36th year, this internationally acclaimed training program has launched 

the careers of many of the artists working on and off stage this season. For more information on sponsorship opportunities and 
Adler events, please call (415) 551-6244. Help us ensure another 36 years of fostering the careers of tomorrow’s stars, today.

Baritone
AO LI

Shandong Province, China
Third-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by

Robert & Laura Cory; 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries

Mezzo-soprano
LAURA KRUMM
Iowa City, Iowa

Second-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by

Robert Epstein & Amy Roth;
Frances K. & Charles D. 

Field Foundation

Soprano
JACQUELINE PICCOLINO

Palatine, Illinios
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Don & Rene Morgan

Bass-baritone
PHILIPPE SLY

Ottowa, Ontario, Canada
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Helen Berggruen;

Barbara K. Jackson; 
Mrs. James K. McWilliams

Coach & Accompanist
SUN HA YOON

Seoul, South Korea
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Richard & Elizabeth Fullerton 

Family Foundation

Tenor
CHUANYUE WANG

Hei Long Jiang, China
First-year Fellow

Sponsored in part by
Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation

Mezzo-soprano
RENÉE RAPIER
Marion, Iowa

Second-year Fellow
Sponsored in part by
Peggy & Boyce Nute

ADLER PROGRAM
SPONSORS

Lucia Bogatay & 
Thomas D. Wickens

Columbia Foundation
Frances K. & Charles D. 

Field Foundation
Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund

James A. Heagy, 
in memory of Janey Heagy

Barbara K. Jackson

ADLER AFFILIATE
SPONSORS

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Bastoni
Anne Gray

Ms. Alice Ames Morison & 
Dr. Oakley Hewitt
Ms. Sheila Wishek

ADLER PROGRAM
ENDOWMENT GIFTS 

Phyllis Edwards 
Scholarship Fund

William Randolph Hearst 
Young Artists Fund

Lorry I. Lokey
Ralph R. Michaelis Trust

FRIENDS OF THE ADLERS
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos

Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Leonard & Marie Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Frischmann
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich

Barbara E. Jones, 
in memory of William E. Jones

Fred & Beth Karren
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey

Bernice & John Lindstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons

Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Morton

Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Patricia Nottingham

Mr. William D. Rasdal
Glenn H. Reid 
Barbara J. Ross

Ms. Marion Ross
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Deborah & Paul Sagues

San Francisco Opera Guild/
East Bay Chapter

Mr. Felipe R. Santiago & 
Mr. Barry T. Joseph

Sondra & Milton Schlesinger
Anita N. Weissberg

Anonymous (3)

* deceased
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THE DIANE B . WILSEY CENTER FOR OPERA

“I am convinced that this is the most elegant and 

efficient way the needs of the Opera can be met 

for the next fifty years.”—David Gockley

“The War Memorial Veterans Building is one of the beaux arts

masterpieces in Civic Center and is of singular historic importance

as the birthplace of the United Nations. This public/private

partnership will rehabilitate, restore and revitalize this important

building for all San Franciscans.” —Beth Murray, 

Managing Director of the War Memorial and Performing Arts Center

In 2010, General Director David Gockley announced the
establishment of The Diane B. Wilsey Center for Opera on the
fourth floor of the Veterans Building, in the space formerly

occupied by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  The
Center, adding over 55,000 square feet to San Francisco Opera’s
facilities on the War Memorial Campus, will centralize functions
that are currently spread over seven different venues throughout
the City.  In addition to the conveniences this move affords, it will
save San Francisco Opera over $1 million in operating costs each
year, allowing the Company to better
focus its resources onto the stage and in
the community.  

We are excited to report that the
capital campaign has achieved nearly
70% of our fundraising goal of $19
million, including a $5 million lead
naming gift by Diane B. Wilsey.

Be a part of this historic project! Visit
sfopera.com/WilseyCenter for more infor-
mation, or contact Andrew Morgan,
Director of Leadership Gifts, at (415) 565-
3266 or amorgan@sfopera.com. 

Available Naming Opportunities
Atrium Theater
Costume Shop
Public Archive 

McAllister Foyer
The South Gallery

Two Conference Rooms
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The William W. Godward Canteen
One boon of The Center will be the creation of the Company’s first employee canteen, a place
where staff and artists alike can gather in a relaxed, welcoming atmosphere. William W. Godward
served on the San Francisco Opera Board of Directors for 37 years, including as President of the
Association from 1995–2002. During his tenure he embodied a spirit of teamwork and
camaraderie through the close, supportive relationships he developed with staff throughout the
Opera. In celebration of his 100th birthday in July 2013, many of Bill’s friends and admirers made
gifts to name the canteen in his honor. San Francisco Opera is grateful for their generous support
in tribute to one of the Company’s greatest friends.

Godward Canteen Sponsors
Kenneth J. Adelson | Gordon C. Atkinson | Frederick Baron | Darla & Richard Bastoni | John Bates | Ms. Donna Batson
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis | Chris Bertics & Kay Chandler | Jodie M. Bourdet | Carol Franc Buck | John Buoymaster
Seyem & John Cardoza | Peter & Priscilla Carson | Craig & Letitia Casebeer | Reuben H. Chen | Joe Conroy | Cooley LLP
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman | John W. Crittenden | Janet Cullum | Craig Dauchy & Sue Crawford | Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
William S. Freeman | Steve Friedlander | Tom & Susan Friel | Gilbert-Wroten Fund | Mr. David Gockley | Kathleen Goodhart
Kenneth & Lana Guernsey | Mr. Patrick P. Gunn | Leslie & George Hume | Mike Jacobson | Ron Jacobson | Mr. Craig Jacoby
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries | Dan & Kim Johnson | Franklin & Catherine Johnson | Sally A. Kay | James C. Kitch | Karen J. Kubin
Paul J. Laveroni | Patrick J. Mahoney | Kristen Maloney | Beatriz Mejia | Karl & Kristen Mills | Bill & Carrie Morrow
Frederick T. & Lynn P. Muto | Stephen C. Neal | Bernard & Barbro Osher | Brad & Julia Peck | Norma Person, in memory of Evert Person
Susan Cooper Philpot | Mark B. Pitchford | Anna & Frank Pope | Marya A. Postner | Patric & Mary Powell | Louise & Paul Renne
Michael & Lisa Rhodes | Jim & Janet Richman | Hon. Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers | Joseph Russoniello | Mr. Glen Y. Sato & 
Ms. Hope G. Nakamura | Martin S. Schenker | Joseph Scherer & Clare Maier | The Honorable & Mrs. George P. Shultz | Erving Sodos
Whitty Somvichian | Michael Stern | Myron Sugarman | Mark Tanoury | Frank & Barbara Tatum | Mrs. Marshall I. Wais
Christopher & Barbara Westover 

Naming Gifts

$1,000,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Bowes, Jr.

The Hume Family
Franklin & Catherine Johnson

Diane B. Wilsey
Anonymous

$500,000–$999,999
Barbara Moller Ward, 

in honor of David Gockley
Anonymous

Builder’s Circle

$250,000–$499,999
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Edward Paul Braby, M.D.

Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek
Jennifer Coslett MacCready

Betty & Jack Schafer
Ann Classen Treadwell, 

in memory of Zelda Ann Classen
Mr. S. Shariq Yosufzai & 

Mr. Brian James

$100,000–$249,999
Jane & David Hartley

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards

$50,000–$99,999
Bruce W. Hyman & 
Simone M. Quarré

$10,000–$49,999
Norby Anderson
Lisa P. Lindelef

Hiro & Betty Ogawa
Ms. Ruth A. Short
Ms. Sheila Wishek

Ward & Diane Zumsteg

Friends of the Center

Gifts to the Wilsey Center
Current as of August 15, 2013 

GOAL

$13.095M

$10M

$1M

$19M

Wilsey Center Ad September 2013 V2_Devo Summer 2013  8/21/13  4:09 PM  Page 2
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The art of performance 
draws our eyes to the stage

wellsfargo.com 
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1016813_09086)

Our community’s commitment to arts and culture says a lot about where  
we live. The opera brings us together from the moment the lights go down  
and the curtains come up.

Wells Fargo is honored to return as the season sponsor of the San Francisco Opera.

Visit sfopera.com for more information.

Untitled-1   1 7/24/13   12:06 PM

https://www.wellsfargo.com/


O n October 25, the orchestras and choruses of San
Francisco Opera and the Teatro di San Carlo of
Naples will combine forces to perform Giuseppe

Verdi’s masterwork, the Messa da Requiem, in celebration of the
bicentennial of the composer’s birth. The concert, featuring more
than 300 artists on stage, is offered as the flagship event in
recognition of 2013 The Year of Italian Culture in the United States,
an initiative held under the auspices of the president of the Italian
Republic. Maestro Nicola Luisotti, who serves as music director
of both San Francisco Opera and the Teatro di San Carlo, will
conduct this once-in-a-lifetime presentation.

San Francisco Opera traces its earliest roots back to Naples as
the Company’s founding general director, Gaetano Merola, was
born and trained there. Son of a Neapolitan court violinist, the
charismatic young conductor first came to San Francisco in 1906
and was quoted as saying, “If destiny wants me not to return to
Italy, this is the place to settle down.” Merola ultimately made his
life in San Francisco and would go on to create, in 1923, one of the
oldest and most esteemed opera companies in America. This fall,
San Francisco Opera celebrates our relationship with this Italian
City by the Bay by joining with the famed musicians of the Teatro
di San Carlo to present this monumental concert of Verdi’s
Requiem Mass, with featured soloists Leah Crocetto, Margaret
Mezzacappa, Michael Fabiano, and Vitalij Kowaljow.

The Real Teatro di San Carlo was built in Naples, Italy in 1737,
originally commissioned by King Charles VII of Naples. Adjacent
to the Palazzo Reale, the Teatro di San Carlo is Italy’s largest opera

house and holds the distinction as the oldest opera house in
Europe. The San Carlo is prominent in operatic history and has
been host to numerous operatic legends: Gioachino Rossini was
house composer and artistic director from 1815 to 1822, during
which time he composed ten operas. The theater next appointed
Gaetano Donizetti, who held the post from 1822 to 1838 and
composed sixteen operas for the theater, among them Maria
Stuarda and Lucia di Lammermoor. Giuseppe Verdi presented the
debut of two of his operas at the Teatro di San Carlo, Alzira and
Luisa Miller; other important premieres there included Vincenzo
Bellini’s first opera, Bianca e Fernando as well as operas by
Giacomo Puccini, Pietro Mascagni, and Ruggero Leoncavallo. 

Verdi’s Messa da Requiem premiered in May 1874 in Milan and
was composed to commemorate the first anniversary of the death
of Alessandro Manzoni, celebrated Italian writer and a leader of
the Italian Risorgimento, the Italian unification movement.  Verdi
himself conducted the world premiere of 120 chorus singers and
orchestra of 100 musicians. The work was immediately hailed as a
masterpiece and quickly performed in the world’s leading music
capitals to critical and popular acclaim. 

This year San Francisco Opera celebrates the bicentennial of
the eminent composer’s birth and our Italian roots by joining
with our colleagues from Naples. Be sure not to miss this
monumental performance on October 25. 

San Francisco Opera and the Teatro di San Carlo of Naples 
Perform Verdi’s Messa da Requiem

Un Benvenuto a Napoli!

The interior of the Teatro di San Carlo in Naples

For tickets for the October 25 performance to Verdi’s 
Messa da Requiem, visit sfopera.com or call the Box Office at
(415) 864-3330

Verdi Requiem September 2013 final_Teatro San Carlo  8/22/13  6:14 PM  Page 1
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For more information, please contact Andrew Morgan, 

Director of Leadership Gifts, at (415) 565-3266.

CAMERATA MEMBERS  
Robert Mailer Anderson & Nicola Miner

Helen Berggruen

Athena & Timothy Blackburn

Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan

Robert & Laura Cory

Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman

Shirley Davis & Paul Sack

Roberta & David Elliott

Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons

Ms. Kristina Flanagan

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin

Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund

John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn

The Hellman Family Foundation

Leslie & George Hume

Bruce W. Hyman & Simone M. Quarré

Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries

Franklin & Catherine Johnson

Joseph D. Keegan, Ph.D.

Mr. Lawrence A. Kern

Ms. Karen J. Kubin

Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna

Jeannik Méquet Littlefi eld*

Greg & Liz Lutz

Jennifer Coslett MacCready

The MacNaughton Family Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry

Mr. Steven M. Menzies

Ms. Nancy S. Mueller & Mr. Robert A. Fox

Marina & Ben Nelson

Peggy & Boyce Nute

Hiro & Betty Ogawa

Bernard & Barbro Osher

The Oshman Family Foundation

John* & Maria Pitcairn

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg

Betty & Jack Schafer

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem, 

Chairs, Amici di Nicola of Camerata

Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson & 

Ms. Margarita Gandia

Mr. & Mrs. David T. Traitel, Founders, 

The Great Singers Fund of Camerata

Mary Van Voorhees, 

in memory of Gwin Follis

Soo & Raj Venkatesan

Barbara M. Ward & 

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder

Diane B. Wilsey

Sharon & Clark Winslow

Thomas F. & Barbara A. Wolfe

Anonymous (2)

Camerata list current as of August 21, 2013. 
We sincerely regret any omissions or errors.

 * Deceased

CAMERATA
Experience the renaissance.

AACCESS

M U S I C  D I R E C TO R  N I C O L A  L U I S OT T I

H E A R T  O F  A  S O L D I E R 
L I B R E T T I S T  D O N N A  D I  N O V E L L I 
&  B A R I TO N E  T H O M A S  H A M P S O N

JOIN CAMERATA and be a part of history as you 

help San Francisco Opera forge a path to the future while 

experiencing the creative process like never before.

Camerata_AD_Fall13_singlepage.indd   1 8/21/13   12:17 PM



Young Professionals
aT San FrancIScO OPERA

San FrancIScO OPera has two fantastic opportunities for young professionals between the ages of 21–40 to become more
involved with opera. Whether you’re interested in discounted tickets, invitations to Final Dress rehearsals or exclusive events,
there’s something for everyone! Find out more about our young patron program, BRAVO! CLuB, and our young donor program,
Orpheus at San Francisco Opera, below.

San Francisco Opera’s BRAVO! CLuB is a group of young
adults dedicated to building a new audience for San Francisco
Opera. Founded in 1991, BraVO! cLUB has an annual
membership of over 700 Bay area professionals and hosts a
variety of educational and performance-related events in support
of San Francisco Opera. If you enjoy opera, or have always wanted
to learn more, BraVO! cLUB offers you a chance to experience
San Francisco Opera with other arts lovers aged 21–40.

DISCOuNTED TICKETS: 
BraVO! Tix offers members the
opportunity to purchase $50
Orchestra and $35 Dress circle seats.

FREE ADMISSION: 
BraVO! hosts a number of social
and educational events
throughout the year. 

EXCLuSIVE INVITATIONS:
celebrate the new season of
Opera at BraVO! cLUB’s annual
Opening night Gala. 

2013 BRAVO Board of Directors
Barclay rogers (President)

anna aleksandrova, adam arthur Bier, Sia charonis, 
chris cheng, Ileana Facchini, Kimberly cowan Grauer, 
Lauren Groff, James Lee, Benjamin russell Osgood, 
alex reicher, S.B. hadley Wilson

Orpheus at San Francisco Opera connects young donors who
share a passion for opera. Some of us attended the opera with
our families, and some of us had never set foot in an opera
house until we were adults; but what unites us is our desire to
invest in this great company, inspire and lead the “next
generation” of opera patrons, and learn more about the inner
workings of this magnificent art form.

GREAT PERKS: Join us for networking opportunities with fellow
young opera fans, private luncheons with artistic staff, backstage
tours, and VIP seating at events like Opera at the Ballpark.

DOuBLE yOuR IMPACT: Members receive a matching gift
(generously provided by Ben & Marina nelson, as well as additional
support from Soo & raj Venkatesan and the Koret Foundation),
bringing them up to the $3,000 Founder level of the Medallion
Society. Depending on your age, you could be eligible for up to a
5-to-1 match for your charitable gift.

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:
Medallion Society
concierge ticket service,
invitations to exclusive
Medallion Society events,
and invitations to three
Final Dress rehearsals
per season.

For more information or to join, 
please contact elizabeth hounshell at (415) 551-6239 

or ehounshell@sfopera.com.

BRAVO! CLuB ORPhEuS

sfopera.com/BRAVO sfopera.com/Orpheus

Development September 2013_Devo September 2013  8/21/13  4:12 PM  Page 9

     encoreartsprograms.com      63



ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATION 
Manuela Galindo, Contracts and Accommodations 

Assistant
Valentina Simi, Artist Services Coordinator and 

Assistant to the Music Director
Sean Waugh, Assistant to the Director of Artistic 

Administration
Lydia Zodda, Intern

COMMUNICATIONS 
Julia Inouye, Associate Director of Communications
Micah Standley, Editor
Robin Freeman, Communications Manager
Gelane Pearson, Communications Associate

DEVELOPMENT 
Traci O’Hagan, Associate to the Director of 

Development

ADMINISTRATIVE AND DONOR SERVICES
David Odenkirchen, Director of Development 

Operations
Jess Levy, Operations and Process Manager
Kathleen Esselstyn, Gift Acknowledgment 

Coordinator
Leela Krishnan, Development Services Coordinator
Chivly Krouch, Gift Processing Coordinator

CORPORATE AND INSTITUTIONAL GIVING
Donna Batson, Director of Foundation and 

Government Relations
Michelle La Pierre Bell, Director of Corporate Giving 
Chris Wybenga, Institutional and Legacy Giving 

Associate

ENDOWMENT AND LEGACY GIVING
Mark Jones, Director of Endowment and Legacy 

Giving

INDIVIDUAL GIVING AND STEWARDSHIP
Judith Frankel, Director of Individual Giving and 

Stewardship
Andrew Maguire, Director of Donor Stewardship
Nicola Rees, Director of Annual Giving
Bonita Hagbom, Individual Giving Officer

Sue Ramsay, Individual Giving Officer
Payal Shah, Individual Giving Officer 
Randi Paul, Annual Fund Manager
Elizabeth Hounshell, Individual Giving and 

Stewardship Associate

LEADERSHIP GIFTS
Andrew Morgan, Director of Leadership Gifts
Melissa Andrews, Senior Leadership Gifts Officer
Kristen Jones, Senior Leadership Gifts Officer
Lynn Vear, Senior Leadership Gifts Officer
Lisa Bordachar, Prospect Research Manager
Sandra Chien, Leadership Gifts Associate

SPECIAL EVENTS
Karman Pave, Director of Special Events
Katie Cagampan, Special Events Manager

EDUCATION
Dolores DeStefano, Assistant Director of Education
Joseph Castañeda, Administrative Assistant 
Hector Armienta, John Bischoff, Erin Bregman, 
Candace Forest, Lisa Edsall Giglio, Lua Hadar, G. 
Scott Lacy, Carla Lucero, Christine McClintock, 
Virginia Nichols, Steven Sven Olbash, Aaron 
Pike, Alex Stein, Alyssa Stone, Christopher Street, 
Adrianne Verhoeven-deLanda, Teaching Artists
Julia Petraglia, Project Assistant
Emily Spitz, Intern

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
Linda Steenman, Assistant to the General Director
Claire Padien-Havens, Assistant to the Executive 

Offices & Board of Directors
Eliza Fox, Receptionist/ Administrative Assistant

FINANCE
Jess G. Perry, Senior Budget Manager
Barbara O’Mara, Controller
Mingsy Yan-Lau, Senior Accountant
Elaine Quan, Senior Accountant
Linda Rodriguez, Senior Accountant
Christopher Tom, Senior Accountant
Annabella Tam, Payroll Administrator

HUMAN RESOURCES
Elysse Jimenez, Human Resources Coordinator

INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Mark Wladika, Internet and E-Commerce Manager
Sapna Patel, Business Process Improvement 

Manager
Paul Goetz, Systems Administrator
Steve Long, Network & Systems Administrator
Porter Venn, Database Analyst
Gordon S. Taylor, Web Programmer
Sara Lee, Programmer/ Analyst

MARKETING
Valerie York, Associate Director of Marketing
Chi-Hsuan Yang, Marketing Analyst
Anna Sopko Wright, Senior Marketing Manager, 

Subscriptions
Ami Fox, Senior Marketing Manager, Single Tickets
Genevieve Neumuth, Marketing Associate, Group 

Sales, Special Events & Tourism
Sheeda Jamsheed, Marketing Associate, Web 

Content & Social Media
Pamela Sevilla, Marketing Associate
Tanya Grant, Data Entry

BOX OFFICE
Mark Sackett, Box Office Manager, Treasurer
Marcella Bastiani, Medallion Society Concierge 

Manager
Jessica Fauver, Assistant Box Office Manager, First 

Assistant Treasurer
Emily Tilles, Subscriptions Manager, Assistant 

Treasurer
Jennifer Hughes, Rebecca Page, Assistant Treasurers
Ruth Van Slyke, Telephone Sales Manager
Roberto Bonilla, Avery Dakin, Beverlee G. Hassid, 
Kyle Minor, John Mumaw, Jennifer Pollack, Kristin 
Reyda, Telephone Sales Assistants

David Gockley, General Director

Nicola Luisotti, Music Director
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

Patrick Summers, Principal Guest Conductor
Giuseppe Finzi, Resident Conductor

 
 Matthew Shilvock Michael Simpson Greg Weber
 Associate General Director Director of Finance Director of Production
   and Administration / CFO 

	 Jarrod Bell	 Clifford Cranna 	 Jon Finck	 Sheri Greenawald	 Gregory Henkel
	 Chief 	 Director of 	 Director of Communications	 Opera Center	 Director of
	 Information Officer	  Music Administration	 and Public Affairs	 Director	 Artistic Administration

	 Jessica Koplos	 Marcia Lazer	 Jennifer Lynch 	 Daniele McCartan*	 Ruth Nott	 Beth Sinclair
	 Director of	 Director of	 Director of	 Costume Director 	 Director of	 Director of
	 Electronic Media	 Marketing	 Development		  Education	 Human Resources
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FRONT OF HOUSE
Eric Colby, House Manager
Russell Dado, Martin Dias, Starsky Dias, Marialice 
Dockus, Nina Helgren, Karen Horvath, Eileen 
Keremitsis, Bill Laschuk, Sharon Lee, Lenore Long, 
Doug Luyendyk, Dale Nedelco, Wayne Noel, Jan 
Padover, Julie Peck, Robert Remple, Bill Repp, 
Rilla Reynolds, Joe Savin, Tom Taffel, Steve Weiss, 
JoAnne Westfall, George Windstrup, Ushers
Hui Ming Wu, Show Maid

OPERA SHOP
Jay Stebley, Retail Manager
Karen Topp, Assistant Manager 

MEDIA
Jessica Shown-Morgan, Media Coordinator
Jeremy Patfield, Media Administrator
Zoé Colrat, Intern

MUSIC ADMINISTRATION
Philip Kuttner, Assistant to the Director of Music 

Administration
Steven White, Music Librarian/ Chorus Librarian
Brett Wesner, Artistic Assistant
Sizi Chen, Intern

CHORUS AND BALLET
Ian Robertson, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master
Jim Meyer, Chorus and Dance Manager
Lawrence Pech, Dance Master
Mary Finch, Assistant Chorus Manager/ Chorus 

Librarian

LANGUAGE COACHES 
Alessandra Cattani, Italian
Patricia Kristof Moy, French
Crystal Ockenfuss, German
Valery Portnov, Russian

MUSIC STAFF
John Churchwell, Head of Music Staff
Lydia Brown, Dennis Doubin, Raymond Fabrizio, 
Bryndon Hassman, Jonathan Kelly, Jonathan 
Khuner, Joseph Marcheso, Matthew Piatt, Ian 
Robertson, Laurie Rogers, Tamara Sanikidze
Robert Mollicone, Sun Ha Yoon, Adler Fellows

ORCHESTRA  
Carrie Weick, Orchestra Librarian
Tracy Davis, Orchestra Manager
Timothy Spears, Assistant Orchestra Librarian/ 

Assistant Orchestra Manager

PRODUCTION 
*Senior Production Staff Member

PRODUCTION ADMINISTRATION
David Steiner, Production Administration and 

Facility Director*
Paul Dana, Support Services Coordinator
Lee Helms, Production Operations Manager
Arsène Longuelé, Senior Production Accountant
Joshua D. O’Malley, Production Administrative 

Assistant

AUDIO
Doug Mitchell, Master Audio/Video Engineer
Ziggy Tomcich, Assistant Master Audio/Video 

Engineer

CARPENTRY
Mark Urban, Master Carpenter
Mark Baumann, Assistant Master Carpenter

COSTUME DEPARTMENT
Christopher Verdosci, Assistant Costume Director
David Doré, Senior Production Accountant
Matthew Nash, Senior Cutter
Amy Ashton-Keller, Irene Murray, Star Rabinowitz, 
Sally Thomas, Cutters
Cheryl Mennen, Carol Wood, Gillian Haratani, 

Assistant Cutters
Kristen Eiden, First Hand
Santiago Suanes, Second Hand
Jai Alltizer, Senior Production Supervisor
Kristi Johnson, Production Supervisor
Manuel Gutierrez, Production Coordinator
Paula Wheeler, Senior Milliner
Amy Van Every, Senior Dyer
Jersey McDermott, Senior Craft Artisan
Nicole Diascenti, Junior Workroom Assistant
Ashley Rogers, Shopper

ELECTRICS
Leon Parsons, Master Electrician
Michael Anderson, Assistant Master Electrician
Maria T. Mendoza, Projection Coordinator
Erik Docktor, Projection Programmer

FIGHT DIRECTION
Dave Maier, Fight Director

LIGHTING
Gary Marder, Resident Lighting Designer*
Justin A. Partier, Eric Watkins, Assistant Lighting 

Designers
Kate Bashore, Gilbert V. Hemsley, Jr. Lighting Intern
Paul Arnold, Lighting Intern

PROPERTIES
Lori Harrison, Master of Properties
John Del Bono, Assistant Master of Properties

SCENE SHOP
Rodney Armanino, Carpentry Shop Foreman
Dale Haugo, Scenic Artist in Charge

STAGING STAFF
Jennifer Good, Associate Director of Production and 

Head of Staging*
Lisa Anderson, Darin Burnett, Gina Hays, Rachel 

Henneberry, Stage Managers
Shawna Lucey, Matthew Ozawa, Elkhanah Pulitzer, 

Roy Rallo, Morgan Robinson, Assistant Stage 
Directors

Lisa Anderson, Darin Burnett, Danielle Callaghan, 
Gina Hays, Rachel Henneberry, Shawna Lucey, 
Jimmy Marcheso, Thea Railey, Lisa-Marie 
Shuster, Assistant Stage Managers

TECHNICAL DIRECTION
Erik Walstad, Technical and Safety Director*
Ryan O’Steen, Assistant Technical Director

WARDROBE
Geoffry M. Craig, Wardrobe Head
Cynthia Fusco, Robert Horek, José Téllez Ponce, 
Catherine Verdier, Assistants

WIG AND MAKEUP
Gerd Mairandres, Head of Department
Susan E. Stone, Assistant Head of Department
Judith Disbrow, First Assistant
Marcelo Donari, First Assistant
Vicky Martinez, First Assistant
Vanessa Taub-Flores, Second Assistant

Richard Battle, Marcelo Donari, Denise Gutierrez, 
William Stewart Jones, Gerd Mairandres, Kerry 
Rider-Kuhn, Jeanna Parham, Patricia Polen, Tim 
Santry, Susan E. Stone, Vanessa Taub-Flores, 
Principal Make-up Artists
Melanie Birch, Judith Disbrow, Foremen

REHEARSAL DEPARTMENT
Marin Venturi, Rehearsal Department Director
Nicki Harper, Rehearsal Services and 

Supernumeraries Coordinator
Kali Wilson, Rehearsal Administrator
Stephen Pyle, Rehearsal Assistant and 

Supernumerary Captain

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA CENTER
Mark Morash, Director of Musical Studies
Chris Bragg, Administrative Director
Karen Jine, Company Manager
Jo Ann McStravick, Artists’ Services and Auditions 

Administrator
Cesar Ulloa, Master Voice Teacher

Dr. Myron Marx, Company Medical Adviser
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, Counsel
Armanino LLP, Independent Public Accountants
Y.A. Tittle and Associates, Insurance Brokers
Cory Weaver, Official Photographer

Yamaha is the Official Piano of San Francisco Opera
Pianos supplied courtesy of Music Exchange.
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ORCHESTRA
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Kay Stern
Concertmaster

Laura Albers
Associate Concertmaster

Heidi Wilcox
Assistant Concertmaster

Jennifer Cho
First Violin

Dawn Harms
First Violin

Mariya Borozina
First Violin

Barbara Riccardi
First Violin

Robert Galbraith
First Violin

Leonid Igudesman
First Violin

Asuka Annie Yano
First Violin

Alexandros Sakarellos
First Violin

Regular Substitute

Wenyi Shih
First Violin

Regular Substitute

Virginia Price
Principal

Second Violin

Martha Simonds
Associate Principal

Second Violin

Beni Shinohara
Assistant Principal

Second Violin

Eva Karasik
Second Violin

Leslie Ludena
Second Violin

Gerard Svazlian
Second Violin

Linda Deutsch
Second Violin

Craig Reiss
Second Violin

Joseph Edelberg
Second Violin

Regular Substitute

Marianne Wagner
Second Violin

Regular Substitute

Carla Maria Rodrigues
Principal 

Viola

Sergey Rakitchenkov
Associate Principal

Viola

Paul Nahhas
Assistant Principal

Viola

Patricia Heller
Viola

Jonna Hervig
Viola

Natalia Vershilova
Viola

Joy Fellows
Viola

David Kadarauch
Principal 

Cello

Thalia Moore
Associate Principal

Cello

Nora Pirquet
Cello

Emil Miland
Cello

Victoria Ehrlich
Cello

Ruth Lane
Cello

Company headshots September 2013_Headshotpages  8/21/13  1:25 PM  Page 1
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Most photos by John Martin.  Not pictured: Lev Rankov, First Violin; David Budd, Assistant Principal Cello; Samuel Schlosser, Principal Trombone

Joseph Lescher
Principal 

Bass

Jonathan Lancelle
Associate Principal

Bass

Steven D’Amico
Assistant Principal

Bass

Shinji Eshima
Bass

Mark Drury
Bass

Julie McKenzie
Principal

Flute

Patricia Farrell
Flute

Stephanie McNab
Flute & Piccolo

Mingjia Liu
Principal

Oboe

Deborah Henry
Assistant Principal

Oboe

Janet Popesco
Archibald

Oboe & English Horn

Jose Gonzalez
Granero

Principal Clarinet

Joanne Burke Eisler
Assistant Principal

Clarinet

Anthony Striplen
Clarinet & 

Bass Clarinet

Rufus Olivier
Principal 
Bassoon

Daniel MacNeill
Bassoon

Shawn Jones
Bassoon & Contrabassoon

Regular Substitute

William Klingelhoffer
Co-Principal 

Horn

Kevin Rivard
Co-Principal 

Horn

Keith Green
Horn

Brian McCarty
Horn

Lawrence Ragent
Horn

Adam Luftman
Principal 
Trumpet

William Holmes
Trumpet

John Pearson
Trumpet

Donald Kennelly
Trombone

David Ridge
Trombone & 

Bass Trombone

Zachariah Spellman
Tuba/Cimbasso

John Burgardt
Timpani

Richard Kvistad
Principal Percussion &

Associate Timpani

Patricia Niemi
Percussion

Olga Ortenberg
Rakitchenkov

Harp

Tracy Davis
Orchestra Manager

Carrie Weick
Librarian

Timothy Spears
Assistant Orchestra

Manager & Librarian

Company headshots September 2013_Headshotpages  8/21/13  1:25 PM  Page 2
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Phillip Pickens
Tenor

Chester Pidduck
Tenor

Colby Roberts
Tenor

Sigmund Seigel
Tenor

Dan Stanley
Tenor

Alexander Taite
Tenor

Andrew Truett
Tenor

Kathleen Bayler
Soprano

Sara Colburn
Soprano

Leave of Absence

Dvora Djoraev
Soprano

Mary Finch
Soprano

Ann Hughes
Soprano

Claire Kelm
Soprano

Elisabeth Rom Lucio
Soprano

Angela Eden Moser
Soprano

Rachelle Perry
Soprano

Virginia Pluth
Soprano

Carole Schaffer
Soprano

Mitzie Kay Weiner
Soprano

Roberta Bowman
Mezzo-Soprano

Janet Campbell
Mezzo-Soprano

Joy Graham
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Mouzon
Mezzo-Soprano

Sally Munro
Mezzo-Soprano

Erin Neff
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Porter
Mezzo-Soprano

Laurel Rice
Mezzo-Soprano

Shelley Seitz
Mezzo-Soprano

Claudia Siefer
Mezzo-Soprano

Donna Turchi
Mezzo-Soprano

C. Michael Belle
Tenor

Alan Cochran
Tenor

Chris Corley
Tenor

Daniel Harper
Tenor

Christopher Jackson
Tenor

REGULAR CHORUS 
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Company headshots September 2013_Headshotpages  8/21/13  1:25 PM  Page 3
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Richard Walker
Tenor

Torlef Borsting
Baritone

Frank Daniels
Baritone

Henryk De Rewenda
Bass

Cameron Henley
Baritone

Ken Johnson
Baritone

David Kekuewa
Baritone

David Bier Brook Broughton Blanche Hampton Bryan Ketron Michael Kruzich Michael Levine Debra Rose
Leave of Absence

Chiharu Shibata

Most photos by John Martin. 
Carole Schaffer and Claudia Siefer photos by Pamela Dale.

Bojan Knežević
Bass

Frederick Matthews
Baritone

Jim Meyer
Bass

William Pickersgill
Bass

Valery Portnov
Bass

Ken Rafanan
Baritone

Jere Torkelsen
Baritone

CORPS DANCERS
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

Company headshots September 2013_Headshotpages  8/23/13  12:21 PM  Page 4
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Ian Robertson, Chorus Director
Fabrizio Corona, Associate Chorus Master
Jim Meyer, Chorus and Dance Manager
Mary Finch, Assistant Chorus Manager/ 
Chorus Librarian

REGULAR CHORUS
Kathleen Bayler*	 C. Michael Belle 
Roberta Bowman	 Torlef Borsting
Janet Campbell	 Alan Cochran
Sara Colburn †	 Chris Corley
Dvora Djoraev	 Frank Daniels	
Mary Finch	 Henryk De Rewenda
Joy Graham	 Daniel Harper
Claudia Haider 	 Cameron Henley
Ann Hughes	 Christopher Jackson
Claire Kelm	 Ken Johnson
Elisabeth Rom Lucio	 David Kekuewa
Angela Eden Moser*	 Bojan Knežević
Sally Mouzon	 Frederick Matthews
Sally Porter Munro	 Jim Meyer
Erin Neff	 Phillip Pickens
Rachelle Perry	 William Pickersgill 
Virginia Pluth	 Chester Pidduck
Laurel Porter*	 Valery Portnov
Laurel Rice	 Ken Rafanan
Shelley Seitz	 Colby Roberts
Carole Schaffer  	 Sigmund Seigel	
Donna Turchi	 Dan Stanley	
Mitzie Weiner	 Alexander Taite
	 Jere Torkelsen 
	 Andrew Truett 
	 Richard Walker
†leave of absence
*appears in a solo role

EXTRA CHORUS     	
Radoslava Biancalana	 Donn Bradley
Jennifer Brody	 Micah Epps
Wendy Buzby	 Adam Flowers
Cheryl Cain	 Timothy Foster
Katie Carlson	 Anders Froehlich
Sara Colburn	 Peter Girardôt
Greta Feeney-Samuels 	 Thomas Hart
Elspeth Franks	 José Hernandez
Carolyne Anne Jordan	 Mark Hernandez
Cari McAskill	 David Huff	
Katherine McKee	 Michael Jankosky
Amy McKenzie	 John-Elliott Kirk
Eileen Meredith	 Bradley Kynard
Brielle Neilson	 Matthew Lovell	
Aimée Puentes	 Michael Mendelsohn
Mimi Ruiz	 Jim Monios
Joanna Taber 	 Jess G. Perry
Nicole Takesono	 Keith Perry
Jacque Wilson	 Tom Reed	
Kali Wilson	 Pedro Rodelas	
	 Alfredo Rodriguez
	 Clifton Romig
	 Karl Saarni	
	 Jason Sarten
	 Lee Steward
	 Erich Stratmann
	 Michael Taylor
	 Paul Thompson	
* appears in a solo role

ARTISTS
Ildar Abdrazakov 
Hadleigh Adams‡ 
Ainhoa Arteta 
Meredith Arwady 
Susannah Biller† 
Javier Camarena* 
Fabio Capitanucci* 
Melissa Citro 
Craig Colclough* 
Catherine Cook† 
Alessandro Corbelli 
Stephen Costello 
Nikki Einfeld† 
Francesco Demuro 
Elizabeth DeShong 
Greg Fedderly 
Elizabeth Futral 
A.J. Glueckert‡ 
Matthew Grills 
Greer Grimsley 
Nathan Gunn 
Marina Harris‡ 
Audun Iversen* 
Brian Jagde† 
Erin Johnson‡ 
Joo Won Kang‡ 
Quinn Kelsey 
Laura Krumm‡ 
Isabel Leonard* 
Ao Li‡ 
Daniela Mack† 
Lucas Meachem† 
Brian Mulligan 
Maurizio Muraro* 
Antonio Nagore 
Ailyn Pérez 
Jacqueline Piccolino‡ 
Saimir Pirgu 
Patricia Racette† 
Renée Rapier‡ 
Morris Robinson 
Petra Maria Schnitzer 
Alek Shrader† 
Kristinn Sigmundsson 
Andrea Silvestrelli 
Angela Renée Simpson 
Philippe Sly‡ 
Joel Sorensen 

Heidi Stober 
Ian Storey 
Vladimir Stoyanov* 
Bryn Terfel 
Wayne Tigges 
Dale Travis† 
Ramón Vargas 
Chuanyue Wang*‡ 
Robert Watson 
Sonya Yoncheva** 
Dolora Zajick† 

2013 ADLER FELLOWS
Hadleigh Adams   
A.J. Glueckert 
Marina Harris 
Erin Johnson 
Joo Won Kang 
Laura Krumm 
Ao Li 
Robert Mollicone 
Jacqueline Piccolino 
Renée Rapier 
Philippe Sly 
Chuanyue Wang 
Sun Ha Yoon

CONDUCTORS
John DeMain 
Giuseppe Finzi 
Nicola Luisotti 
George Manahan* 
Patrick Summers 

DIRECTORS
Robert Carsen 
Laurie Feldman 
Petrika Ionesco 
Roy Rallo 
James Robinson 
Emilio Sagi 
Leslie Swackhammer* 
Olivier Tambosi 
Francesca Zambello

PRODUCTION DESIGNERS
Jun Kaneko 
Michael Levine 
Frank Philipp Schlössmann

SET DESIGNERS
John Conklin 
Llorenç Corbella* 
Peter Davison 
Petrika Ionesco 
Allen Moyer

COSTUME DESIGNERS
Lili Kendaka 
Pepa Ojanguren 
James Schuette* 
Paul Tazewell 
David Walker

LIGHTING DESIGNERS
Christopher Akerlind 
Christine Binder 
Gary Marder* 
Mark McCullough

CHOREOGRAPHERS AND 
MOVEMENT DIRECTORS
Nuria Castejon* 
Michele Lynch* 
Alphonse Poulin 

PROJECTION DESIGNERS
Greg Emetaz* 
S. Katy Tucker

SOUND DESIGNER
Tod Nixon

** U.S. opera debut 
*   San Francisco Opera debut 

† = Former Adler Fellow 
‡ = Current Adler Fellow 
 = Merola Opera Program 
participant (past or present) 
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FIRST VIOLIN
Kay Stern, Concertmaster
Laura Albers, Associate Concertmaster
Heidi Wilcox, Assistant Concertmaster
Jennifer Cho
Dawn Harms
Mariya Borozina
Lev Rankov
Barbara Riccardi
Robert Galbraith†
Leonid Igudesman
Asuka Annie Yano
Alexandros Sakarellos**
Wenyi Shih**

SECOND VIOLIN
Virginia Price-Kvistad†, Principal
Martha Simonds, Associate Principal
Beni Shinohara*, Assistant Principal
Eva Karasik
Leslie Ludena
Gerard Svazlian†
Linda Deutsch Twohy
Craig Reiss* 

VIOLA
Carla Maria Rodrigues, Principal
Sergey Rakitchenkov*, Associate Principal
Paul Nahhas, Assistant Principal
Patricia Heller
Jonna Hervig
Natalia Vershilova
Joy Fellows

CELLO
David Kadarauch, Principal
Thalia Moore*, Associate Principal
David Budd, Assistant Principal
Nora Pirquet
Emil Miland
Victoria Ehrlich
Ruth Lane

BASS
Joseph Lescher, Principal
Jonathan Lancelle, Associate Principal
Steven D’Amico, Assistant Principal
Shinji Eshima
Mark Drury

FLUTE
Julie McKenzie, Principal
Patricia Farrell*
Stephanie McNab

PICCOLO
Stephanie McNab

OBOE
Mingjia Liu, Principal
Deborah Henry, Assistant Principal
Janet Popesco Archibald

ENGLISH HORN
Janet Popesco Archibald

CLARINET
Jose Gonzalez Granero, Principal
Joanne Burke Eisler*, Assistant Principal
Anthony Striplen

BASS CLARINET
Anthony Striplen

BASSOON
Rufus Olivier, Principal
Daniel MacNeill*
Shawn Jones**

CONTRABASSOON
Shawn Jones**

HORN
William Klingelhoffer, Co-Principal
Kevin Rivard, Co-Principal
Keith Green
Brian McCarty
Lawrence Ragent

TRUMPET
Adam Luftman, Principal
William Holmes
John Pearson*

TROMBONE
Samuel Schlosser, Principal
Donald Kennelly
David Ridge

TUBA/CIMBASSO
Zachariah Spellman

TIMPANI
John Burgardt

PERCUSSION
Richard Kvistad, Principal/Associate Timpani
Patricia Niemi*

HARP
Olga Rakitchenkov

LIBRARIAN
Carrie Weick
Timothy Spears, Assistant

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Tracy Davis
Timothy Spears, Assistant

Nicola Luisotti, Music Director 
Caroline H. Hume Endowed Chair

Patrick Summers, Principal Guest Conductor
Giuseppe Finzi, Resident Conductor

* Principal for one or more fall season operas
† Leave of absence
** Season substitute

Lawrence Pech, Dance Master

David Bier †	 Brook Broughton †
Ikolo Griffin	 Jamielyn Duggan 
Bryan Ketron †	 Blanche Hampton †
Michael Kruzich †	 Terrin Kelly
Luke Lazzaro	 Rachel Speidel Little
Michael Levine †	 Kara Penrose‡
Jekyns Pelaez 	 Debra Rose*†
	 Chiharu Shibata †

† Tenured	
‡ Stunt Person
* Leave of Absence

San Francisco Opera extends its gratitude and ap-
preciation to the following labor organizations whose 
members, artists, craftsmen, and craftswomen 
greatly contribute to our performances:

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS, LOCAL 6

AMERICAN GUILD OF MUSICAL ARTISTS, INC.

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRICAL STAGE 
EMPLOYEES,  LOCAL 16

THEATRICAL WARDROBE UNION, LOCAL 784,  
I.A.T.S.E.

MAKE-UP ARTISTS AND HAIR STYLISTS UNION, 
LOCAL 706, I.A.T.S.E.

THE ART DIRECTORS GUILD & SCENIC, TITLE AND 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS LOCAL 800

UNITED SCENIC ARTISTS LOCAL USA – 829, 
I.A.T.S.E.

BOX OFFICE AND FRONT OF HOUSE  
EMPLOYEES UNION, LOCAL B-18
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LEADERShIP CIRCLE donors provide the greatest level of support to San Francisco Opera. These philanthropically inspired patrons have a significant
impact on the annual success of the Opera’s programs and set the standard for Medallion Society membership. company Sponsors are donors who
have made a cash gift of $1,000,000 or more to the San Francisco Opera association in the past year. We are privileged to recognize our Leadership
donors’ generosity for performance years 2012 and 2013 (recorded from august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013). Please note that we have made every
effort to ensure that our lists of supporters are up-to-date. It is possible that a name may have been misspelled or omitted. If so, please accept our
sincere apology and kindly notify our Development Department at (415) 565-6401, so that we may make the appropriate change to our records. 

ChAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
$500,000 TO $999,999
Roberta & David Elliott
Leslie & George Hume
Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. JohnsonA

San Francisco Opera Guild
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Traitel

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$250,000 TO $499,999
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Mr. & Mrs. Burgess Jamieson
Maurice Kanbar
Tad & Dianne Taube
Thomas F. & Barbara A. Wolfe

DIAMOND CIRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Robert Mailer Anderson &

Nicola MinerA

Helen Berggruen
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Athena & Timothy BlackburnA

Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Robert & Laura Cory
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran
Shirley Davis & Paul Sack
Ray & Dagmar DolbyA

The Hellman Family Foundation
John & Sylvia Hughes
Joan & Irwin Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford JeffriesA

Jennifer Coslett MacCready
The MacNaughton Family

FoundationA

J. Landis & Sharon Martin
Family Foundation

Mr. Steven M. Menzies
Sara & Bill Morgan
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
Betty & Jack Schafer
Anonymous (1)

PLATINuM CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Greer & Veronica ArthurA

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Baer

Mrs. Rachael BalyeatA

Mr. & Mrs. Joachim BechtleA

Mrs. Dawn Yates Black
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Mr. & Mrs. David Chamberlain
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Robert & Julie Dickson
Carol & Dixon DollA

Concepción S. & Irwin Federman
Mary & Nicholas Graves
Bruce W. Hyman, 

in honor of Toni Landels Hyman
Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. KahngA

Joseph D. Keegan, Ph.D.
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern
William & Gretchen Kimball FundA

Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Debby & Peter A. Magowan
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mrs. James K. McWilliams
Ms. Nancy S. Mueller & 

Mr. Robert A. Fox
Hiro & Betty OgawaA

The Oshman Family Foundation
John* & Maria PitcairnA

Pamela & Richard RiggA

Chandra & Michael RuddA

Roselyne C. SwigA

Soo & Raj Venkatesan
Sharon & Clark Winslow
Mr. S. Shariq Yosufzai & 

Mr. Brian James
Anonymous (3)

GOLD CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Mr. Brian G. Atwood & 

Ms. Lynne H. Edminster
Andrew Ball & Corinne Winter
Darla & Richard BastoniA

Mr. & Mrs. Fred B. Bialek
Mrs. Helen L. Bing
Lucia Bogatay & 

Thomas D. Wickens
Edward Paul Braby, M.D.
John & Romana BraccoA

Paula & Bandel CaranoA

Maria Cardamone & 
Gordon Paul Matthews

Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. CaseyA

Mrs. Marion CopeA

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr.A

Richard & Elizabeth Fullerton
Family Foundation

Charles D. Goodman
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves
Anne Gray
Mrs. Clelia M. Gray
Michael A. Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Jane & David Hartley
James A. Heagy, 

in memory of 
Janey Heagy

Stephen & Diane Heiman
Mary & Craig Henderson
Dr. & Mrs. Orion Hoch

Mrs. Diana Dollar Knowles*
Ms. Karen J. Kubin
Dr. & Mrs. John LavorgnaA

Noelle Leca & 
Michael Moradzadeh

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Lee
Bernice & John Lindstrom
Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr.
Yasmin & Oren Lukatz
Sue & Phil Marineau
Mr. Nion Tucker McEvoyA

Anne & Malcolm McHenry
Teresa & Mark MedearisA

Dr. Maya Meux
Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer
Gladyne K. Mitchell & 

Holbrook T. Mitchell
Don & Rene Morgan
Marina & Ben Nelson
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & 

Dr. Gerhard H. Parker
Gertrud & Harold* A. Parker, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. John S. RenardA

Ms. Karen Richardson & 
Mr. Jon Rubinstein

Mr. George R. Roberts
Mrs. Theodore RosenbergA

Drs. Martin E. & 
Corazon D. Sanders

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein 

Duty & Devotion Memorial Fund
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson & 

Ms. Margarita Gandia
Hugh Stuart Center 

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. James R. SwartzA

Mary Van Voorhees
Barbara M. Ward & 

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder
Ms. Christina Warren & 

Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous (6)

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

COMPANy SPONSORS
ann & Gordon Getty Foundation

John a. & cynthia Fry Gunn a

Franklin & catherine Johnson
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield*
Bernard & Barbro Osher

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem a

Diane B. Wilsey a

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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LEADERShIP CIRCLE donors provide the greatest level of support to San Francisco Opera. These philanthropically inspired patrons have a significant
impact on the annual success of the Opera’s programs and set the standard for Medallion Society membership. company Sponsors are donors who
have made a cash gift of $1,000,000 or more to the San Francisco Opera association in the past year. We are privileged to recognize our Leadership
donors’ generosity for performance years 2012 and 2013 (recorded from august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013). Please note that we have made every
effort to ensure that our lists of supporters are up-to-date. It is possible that a name may have been misspelled or omitted. If so, please accept our
sincere apology and kindly notify our Development Department at (415) 565-6401, so that we may make the appropriate change to our records. 

ChAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
$500,000 TO $999,999
Roberta & David Elliott
Leslie & George Hume
Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. JohnsonA

San Francisco Opera Guild
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Traitel

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$250,000 TO $499,999
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Mr. & Mrs. Burgess Jamieson
Maurice Kanbar
Tad & Dianne Taube
Thomas F. & Barbara A. Wolfe

DIAMOND CIRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Robert Mailer Anderson &

Nicola MinerA

Helen Berggruen
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Athena & Timothy BlackburnA

Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Robert & Laura Cory
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Coughran
Shirley Davis & Paul Sack
Ray & Dagmar DolbyA

The Hellman Family Foundation
John & Sylvia Hughes
Joan & Irwin Jacobs 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford JeffriesA

Jennifer Coslett MacCready
The MacNaughton Family

FoundationA

J. Landis & Sharon Martin
Family Foundation

Mr. Steven M. Menzies
Sara & Bill Morgan
Arthur & Toni Rembe Rock
Betty & Jack Schafer
Anonymous (1)

PLATINuM CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Greer & Veronica ArthurA

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Baer

Mrs. Rachael BalyeatA

Mr. & Mrs. Joachim BechtleA

Mrs. Dawn Yates Black
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Mr. & Mrs. David Chamberlain
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Robert & Julie Dickson
Carol & Dixon DollA

Concepción S. & Irwin Federman
Mary & Nicholas Graves
Bruce W. Hyman, 

in honor of Toni Landels Hyman
Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. KahngA

Joseph D. Keegan, Ph.D.
Mr. Lawrence A. Kern
William & Gretchen Kimball FundA

Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Debby & Peter A. Magowan
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
Mr. & Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mrs. James K. McWilliams
Ms. Nancy S. Mueller & 

Mr. Robert A. Fox
Hiro & Betty OgawaA

The Oshman Family Foundation
John* & Maria PitcairnA

Pamela & Richard RiggA

Chandra & Michael RuddA

Roselyne C. SwigA

Soo & Raj Venkatesan
Sharon & Clark Winslow
Mr. S. Shariq Yosufzai & 

Mr. Brian James
Anonymous (3)

GOLD CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Mr. Brian G. Atwood & 

Ms. Lynne H. Edminster
Andrew Ball & Corinne Winter
Darla & Richard BastoniA

Mr. & Mrs. Fred B. Bialek
Mrs. Helen L. Bing
Lucia Bogatay & 

Thomas D. Wickens
Edward Paul Braby, M.D.
John & Romana BraccoA

Paula & Bandel CaranoA

Maria Cardamone & 
Gordon Paul Matthews

Mr. & Mrs. Lyman H. CaseyA

Mrs. Marion CopeA

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Robert Epstein & Amy Roth
Lisa Erdberg & Dennis Gibbons
Ms. Kristina Flanagan 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Fritz, Jr.A

Richard & Elizabeth Fullerton
Family Foundation

Charles D. Goodman
Ms. Wanda Lee Graves
Anne Gray
Mrs. Clelia M. Gray
Michael A. Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Jane & David Hartley
James A. Heagy, 

in memory of 
Janey Heagy

Stephen & Diane Heiman
Mary & Craig Henderson
Dr. & Mrs. Orion Hoch

Mrs. Diana Dollar Knowles*
Ms. Karen J. Kubin
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna A

Noelle Leca & 
Michael Moradzadeh

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Lee
Bernice & John Lindstrom
Dr. & Mrs. H. H. Loomis, Jr.
Yasmin & Oren Lukatz
Sue & Phil Marineau
Mr. Nion Tucker McEvoyA

Anne & Malcolm McHenry
Teresa & Mark MedearisA

Dr. Maya Meux
Mr. & Mrs. John Meyer
Gladyne K. Mitchell & 

Holbrook T. Mitchell
Don & Rene Morgan
Marina & Ben Nelson
Mrs. Carol E. Parker & 

Dr. Gerhard H. Parker
Gertrud & Harold* A. Parker, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. John S. RenardA

Ms. Karen Richardson & 
Mr. Jon Rubinstein

Mr. George R. Roberts
Mrs. Theodore RosenbergA

Drs. Martin E. & 
Corazon D. Sanders

Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Stein
Dr. Kenneth & Laurel Stein 

Duty & Devotion Memorial Fund
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson & 

Ms. Margarita Gandia
Hugh Stuart Center 

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. James R. SwartzA

Mary Van Voorhees
Barbara M. Ward & 

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder
Ms. Christina Warren & 

Dr. Elizabeth DeBruin
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous (6)

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

COMPANy SPONSORS
ann & Gordon Getty Foundation

John a. & cynthia Fry Gunn a

Franklin & catherine Johnson
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield*
Bernard & Barbro Osher

Jan Shrem & Maria Manetti Shrem a

Diane B. Wilsey a

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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CAThy MACNAuGhTON, PRESIDENT 2008–PRESENT

MRS. hARRy WETZEL, PRESIDENT 1995–2003
DIANE B. WILSEy, PRESIDENT 1988–1994 

hARRIET MEyER QuARRé, FOuNDING PRESIDENT 1983–1987 

MEDALLION SOCIETy members are donors who contribute $3,000 or more to San Francisco Opera. The extraordinary generosity of Medallion
Society members is a primary source of support for productions and artistic programs, arts education, and the development of young artists. We are
pleased to offer Medallion Society members a variety of benefits including priority seating, reserved parking, personalized ticket service, behind-the-
scenes visits, and an invitation to the annual Medallion Society Luncheon. San Francisco Opera gratefully acknowledges the members of the
Medallion Society for performance years 2012 and 2013 (recorded from august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013). For information on how you can
join the Medallion Society, please telephone (415) 565-6401 or visit sfopera.com/support. Please note that we have made every effort to ensure that
our lists of supporters are up-to-date. It is possible that a name may have been misspelled or omitted. If so, please accept our sincere apology and
kindly notify our Development Department at (415) 551-6239, so that we may make the appropriate change to our records. Thank you. 

SILVER CIRCLE
$20,000 TO $24,999
Mr. & Mrs. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.A

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Bowles
Julia Frohlich Cherry
Mr. Orlando Diaz-Azcuy & 

John Capo
Marie & Palmer Hotz
Mrs. Jeffery Meyer & Wilson &

Geo. Meyer & Co.
Paul Nordine
Carol Potter Peckham
Mr. & Mrs.* William D. Rasdal
The Sarah Ratchye & 

Edward Frank Family Foundation
Christopher & Trudi Seiwald
Barbara & Eugene Toschi
Ms. Sheila Wishek

SILVER CIRCLE
$15,000 TO $19,999
Stefan & Nataly Arnon
Dr. Nancy L. Ascher
Joel & Eileen Birnbaum
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brenholz
Alan R. & Sally J. Brudos
Carol Franc BuckA

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar M. Buttner
Peter & Jane Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. W. S. Child
Michèle Beigel Corash & 

Larry Corash
Drs. John & Lois Crowe
Ms. Jacqueline Evans
Dr. Alper Garren
Dr. Nanette Gartrell & 

Dr. Dee Mosbacher, Ph.D., M.D.
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Mary & Russell Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy F. Kahn
Dr. & Mrs. Hisashi Kajikuri
Jeannie Kaufman

Thomas & Sheila Larsen
Mr. J. S. Lichty, Jr. & 

Dr. Darryl L. Raszl
Mr. Raymond Lifchez
Tom Lockard & Dr. Alix Marduel
Drs. May Loo & William Thurston
Dr. Timothy J. Marten, M.D. &

Ms. Mary C. Heylin
Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca A

Kevin & Susan McCabe
Elaine McKinley & Kit Durgin
Mr. Alex Mehran
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Ms. Alice Ames Morison & 

Dr. Oakley Hewitt
Ms. Mary Turnbull
Norman & Carol Nie Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Julian E. Orr
Mrs. William H. Orrick, Jr.
Marie Kendrick Otto Foundation
Norman & Janet Pease
Patric & Mary Powell
Dr. & Mrs. J. Leighton Read
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Redfern-West
Louise H. Renne & Paul A. Renne
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Rinehart
Mrs. William C. Robison
Mr. Felipe R. Santi ago & 

Barry T. Joseph
Ms. Kathleen Scutchfield 
The Honorable & 

Mrs. George P. ShultzA

Dr. & Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson
Mr. & Mrs. Raj Singh
Mr. Abraham D. Sofaer
Maureen & Craig Sullivan
Ms. Mary Turnbull
James & Beth Wintersteen
Diane & Howard Zack
Lida & Alejandro Zaffaroni
Peter & Donna Zuber
Ward & Diane Zumsteg
Anonymous (1)

INTERMEZZO
$10,000 TO $14,999
Dr. Afsaneh AkhtariA

Norby AndersonA

Ross E. Armstrong
Edward & Eleonore Aslanian
Mr. & Mrs. David Balabanian
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bancroft
Constance Goodyear Baron & 

Barry C. Baron, M.D.
Frederick & Kathryn Baron
Michael Bassi & Christy Styer
Frank S. Bayley
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Bernstein
Ms. Marcia Bieber
Jennifer & Jean-Jacques Bienaime
Arnold & Barbara Bloom
Jared & Claire Bobrow
Dr. Sean P. Bohen
Mrs. Corwin Booth
Ms. Barbara Brown A

Rike & Klaus Burmeister
Michael & Marilyn CabakA

Mrs. John C. Callan
Frances Campra
Mr. Donald W. Carl
Frank & Pat Carrubba
Jeffrey Chambers & Andrea Okamura
Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Leonard & Marie Collins
Michael & Jean Couch
Mr. Brian Cromwell
John Cullison & Diana Kissil
Yogen K. & Peggy Dalal
Timothy D. Dattels & 

Kristine M. Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Philip S. Dauber
John* & Bonnie Demergasso
Mr. Marvin Dennis
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip DiNapoli
Mrs. Peter Dinkelspiel
Donna Dubinsky & Leonard Shustek
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne L. Earl
Delia Fleishhacker Ehrlich
Donald & Janice Elliott

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Emery
Mr. G. Pete Encinas & 

Mr. James Wright
Jacqueline & Christian P. Erdman
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Fenton
Mr. Peter Fenton
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick
Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Doris Fisher
Dr. Julita Fong
Mr. & Mrs. Carlo S. Fowler
Mr. Paul Gantz
Mr. Michael M. Garland &  

Ms. Virginia A. Coe
Kurt Tristan Geselbracht &

Francisco Guevara
Henry & Dorothy Gietzen
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gill
In Memory of Rolf Gille
Ann & Daniel Girard
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey W. Glasser
David & Jennifer Gorbet
Mrs. Peter E. HaasA

Dr. M. Henry Heines
Mr. & Mrs. Warner Henry
Mr. Austin Hills
Ms. Doreen H. Y. Woo Ho
Roger & Silvija Hoag
Mr. & Mrs. Kedreth C. Hogan
Brian & Rene Hollins
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich
Inverlochy Foundation—

Daniel E. Stone Fund
Patricia & Philip Jelley
Ms. Mitzi Johnson
Michael Kalkstein & Susan English
Fred & Beth Karren
Barbara & Ron Kaufman
Ms. Seanna M. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Klaproth
Theodore A. Kolb
Bill & Jeanne Landreth
Mr. & Mrs. William Larkin
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & 

Mr. David Laudon
Mr. Norman T. Larson

MEDALLION SOCIETY

* deceased    A indicates Series A Box Holder
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John & Sandra Leland
Mary Lemmon
Ms. Miranda Leonard
Mark & Debra Leslie
Mr. Fred M. LevinA & 

Ms. Nancy LivingstonA, 
The Shenson Foundation

Sylvia R. Lindsey
Dr. Alan R. MaloufA

Lori & David Marquardt
Mr. Patrick McCabe
Dr. Jack M. McElroy
George & Marie McKinney
Dennis J. McShane, M.D. &

Richard S. Gordon
Karl & Kristen Mills
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Phyllis Moldaw
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Morton
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Robert Munday & Evamarie Doering
Dr. Lois Levine Mundie
Peggy & Boyce Nute
Mr. David Oldroyd
Brian & Kerith Overstreet
Judy O’Young, M.D. & 

Gregg Hauser
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur & 

Louise Patterson
Mrs. Jane D. Paull
Mr. & Mrs. Gil Penchina
Neil & Elsa Pering
Marianne H. PetersonA

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Pinkus
Mrs. George A. PopeA

Peggy & Peter Preuss
Dr. David Priest & 

Rev. Eric M. Nefstead
Mrs. Harriet M. Quarré
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Leigh & Ivy Robinson
Ms. Deborah Romer & 

Mr. William Tucker
Barbara J. Ross
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
Mr. James Ross
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Mr. Paul L. Rowe & 

Mr. R. Michael Sereno
Karl Ruppenthal* & 

Josephine Maxon
Bob & Terri Ryan
Deborah & Paul Sagues
Drs. John & Christine Sanguinetti
Michael & Gini Savage
Ms. Catherine Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
Marion B. Slusser*
Dr. J effrey L. Stern
Ms. Lisa J. Stevens
Isobel & Roger Sturgeon
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei
Bob & Valli Benesch Tandler
Elizabeth Thieriot & FamilyA

Lucy Tompkins, M.D. & 
Stanley Falkow, M.D.

Ann Classen Treadwell
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell
Drs. Oldrich & Silva Vasicek
Ms. Barbara Walkowski
Paul & Barbara Weiss
Mrs. Brayton Wilbur
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Wood Wong
Mr. & Mrs. Don B. Yates
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Zankel
Anonymous (5)

BRONZE CIRCLE
$7,500 TO $9,999
Mr. Paul B. Althouse
The James R. Bancroft Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brock
Jan Deming & Jeff Goodby
Mr. James Elacqua
Mr. & Mrs. Vladimir Ermakoff
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood
Judith Hunt
Ms. Mary Kay Kane
Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin
Robert & Linda Klett
Kurt Latta
David & Lillian Lieberman
Mrs. Richard P. Lieberman
Nathaniel Lopez
Michael F. Marmor, M.D.
Diane Compagno Miller
Dr. Thomas F. Mitts
Ann Marie Mix
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Cherry Noble*
Sally & Craig Nordlund
Patricia Nottingham
Richard W. Onstad
Frances Petrocelli & 

Charles B. Wilson
Barbara Roach
Dr. & Mrs. George Rosenkranz
Dorothy R. Saxe
Mrs. Irmgard Schmid-Maybach
Mr. John Shott & 

Ms. Heidi Munzinger
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Smoller
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stanford
Ms. Francoise Stone
Jan Thomson & Roy Levin
Ms. Lida Urbanek
Marcia & Hap Wagner
Anita N. Weissber g
Elizabeth V. White
Judith B. Workman
Anonymous (3)

BENEFACTOR
$5,000 TO $7,499
Kendall & Claire Allphin
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Anderson
Babcock Family
Brigid S. Barton
Jeffrey Beane, M.D. & David Wingate
Mr. David Bertoni
Dr. Phyllis B. Blair
Mr. Harold Blajwas & Dr. Alisa Burgess
Lucia Bogatay & Thomas D. Wickens
Mr. J. Dennis Bonney
Gary R. Bottone

Ms. Margaret Boulware
Joseph & Linda Bronson
Judy Brady & Drew W. Browning
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Cahill, Jr.
Christine Cariati & Cliff Gerrish
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Carter
Mr. George Carter & 

Mr. Chan-Hong Lim
Oscar Celli & Roger Busse
Solomon Cera & Chandra Sen
Martin Checov & Timothy J. Bause
Ms. Helen Cheng
Frederick S. Chung & Kimberly Chun
Mr. Rudy Ciuca
George W. Cogan & Fannie Allen
Drs. Richard & Sandra Cohen
Mr. Craig Corbitt & Ms. Nancy Stoltz
Alice Corning & Richard Massey
Mr. Jon Cosby & Ms. Kathi Gwynn
Beverly Coughlin
Ron & Shahla Cowan
Copley E. Crosby & Marianne A. Welmers
Donald & Jeanne Dana
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Dolin
Sandra D. Donnell & Justin M. Faggioli
Mrs. Michael D. Dooley
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Doolittle
Katherine Herrick Drake
Robert & Carol Dutton
Ms. Loretta Emerzian
Ed & Barbara Eschbach
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley J. Fastiff
Mary Fay
Alexander Fetter  & Lynn Bunim
Mr. & Mrs. Louis C.G. Fisher
In honor of Sidney E. Frank 

from the Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. David Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Frischmann
John & Paula Gambs
Mr. Gary A. Getz & Dr. 

Lorrie E. Clemens
Mr. Stephen P. Gill & Mrs. Margaret Gill
Curtis & Sara Glaser
Mr. David Gockley
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Goodrich
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin L. Gordon
Dr. Kathleen Grant
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Grauer
Don & Maryann Graulich
Sallie Griffith
Mrs. Simone Haas & 

Mr. Scott Zumsteg
Helen & Dr. Glenn Hakanson
Mr. & Mrs. George Hecksher
Ralph Hexter & Manfred Kollmeier
Ian Hinchliffe & Marjorie Shapiro
Patrick Hobin
Mr. Terrance G. Hodel
Mr. & Mrs. John T. Holloway
Ms. Shirley Hort
Mr. David S. Hugle & Mr. Haggai Niv
Mrs. Martha Hurley
Henry Ilg, in memory of Lottie Ilg
Mr. Keith Jantzen & Mr. Scott Beth 
Susan & Eric Johnston
Barbara E. Jones, 

in memory of William E. Jones
Michele Kerr & Marcia Gold
Ms. Kathryn Kersey

Ms. Laurie Kottmeyer
Tobias & Liliana Kunze Briseño
Ms. Carol Lazier
Allan & Anne Lerch
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons
Mr. Neil MacPhail
Ms. Betty Maddux, 

in memory of Edward Koester
Mr. Charles D. Mann
Mr. & Mrs. David Marsten
Maureen McClain
Mr. Robert E. McCleskey
Marcia & Bill McConnell
M s. Kathleen McEligot
Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. McKaskle
Dr. Linda A. Membreno
Mr. James C. Moora
Mr. & Mrs. Mervin G. Morris
William O. & Susan W. Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Morrow
Mr. Sam E. Moss III
Kate Murashige & Chris Zones
Mark H. Nishiki, M.D.
James A. Noe III
Mrs. Helen O’Hanlon
Ms. Catherine A. Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Peter D. Peterson
Jason Phillips & Sheila Schroeder
Bill & Mary Poland
Mark Posner, M.D. & Steve Ng
Mr. G ordon Radley
Ms. Merrill S. Randol
Ms. Pat Rees-Miller
Randall E. Reynoso & Martin Camsey
David Richardson & Eliza Linley
Rusty & Mike Rolland
The Theodore Rosenberg 

Charitable Foundation, in honor of
Rose O’Shaughnessy Rosenberg

Mr. & Mrs. David Rosenkrantz
Marion Ross
Mr. Fred A. Rowley
Mrs. Afie Royo
Karen Rudolph & James Simmons
Robert & Herminia Sayre
Dr. & Mrs. Rolf G. Scherman
Sondra & Milton Schlesinger
Ms . Sande Schlumberger
Mr. & Mrs. John Schram
Mr. James R. Seitz, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Shapiro
Ms. Ruth A. Short
Drs. Edward & Dale Sickles
Mr. Kirby Slate & Mrs. Frances Slate
Mr. Donald Sobelman & 

Ms. Leishia Woolwine
Dr. Cynthia Soyster
Michael & Susanna Steinberg
Tania Stepanian
Dr. Jerome D. & Mary K. Swalen
William Laney Thornton & 

Pasha Dritt Thornton
Ms. Catherine F. Topham
Barbara L. Traisman
Peggie & Ray  Tsukimura
Leslie & Judy Vadasz
Ms. Gloria Valair
Donald & Rachel Valentine
Dr. Catharine van Ingen & 

Dr. W. J. Wisniewski
Bruce & Fran Walker
Jessica M. Wan & John S. DeNero

MEDALLION SOCIETy continued
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Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wasp
Rosalie V. Weaver
Kathryn & Kenneth B. Weeman, Jr.
Ms. Michelle Wilcox & Mr. Rob Kuhling
Ms. Grace Williams
Dr. Irving Zaretsky
Dr. Sondra Zentner & 

Ms. Sophie Neubert
Anonymous (8)

PARTNERS
$4,000 TO $4,999
Dr. Valerie Abad & Mehdi Ghadiani
Dr. Daniel S. Alegria & Dr. Mary Page Hufty
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Atwater
Claudette Barrera
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Berkowitz
Paul & Kathy Bissinger
Donald Blais & Michael McGinley
Dix Boring & Marilyn Moore Boring
Mrs. Elizabeth Bowman
Dr. James M. Campbell
Arthur D. Colman, M.D.
Ms. Priscilla Connelly
Mr. Wesley Cox
Mr. Orville W. Dale
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Duluk
Mrs. Marilyn Dunn
Ms. Margaret Hart Edwards
Ms. Nancy J. English
Mrs. Robert Eshleman
Lucy R. Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Flint, Jr.
Dan & Judy Gilbert
Philip Goward
Ms. Tatjana Grgich
Claude & Nina Gruen
Mr. Richard L. Hay
Mollie Hedges & Laurel Lembo
Mr. Larry Horton
Kimberly M. Hughes
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Rosemary Joyce & Mr. Russell Sheptak
Jeffrey & Anne Marie Katz
Ms. Barbara Laferriere
Ms. Katharine Lange
Mr. Donald R. Leighton & Mr. Hector Yee
Mr. Kenneth Leitch
Thelma Marken
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Vergil Marsh
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Marston
Jean McCormack & Al Medvitz
Dan McDaniel, M.D.
Mr. Daniel & Dr. Mary McNab
Mr. & Mrs. J. Alec Merriam
Carleton E. Meyer
Thomas & Lydia Moran
Ronald D. Morrison
John & Melinda Moynier
Dr. & Mrs. Fraser Muirhead
Mr. Manfred Mundelius
James & Ruth Murad
David & Marilyn Nasatir
Ms. Jeanne E. Newman
Mr. Adam O’Brien
Dr. Judith Pickersgill
Dr. & Mrs. George T. Rab
Mrs. Barrie Ford Regan
Mary Resnick
Orli & Zack Rinat
Richard* & Jean Ringe
Mr. John N. Rooney
Yvette & Philip Rosedale

Ms. Diane Rub in
Ms. Janine Scancarelli & 

Mr. Christopher McMahon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Schroeder
Charles Schug
Mr. & Mrs. John Sebastian
Gary & Dana Shapiro
Dr. & Mrs. James Shapiro
Ms. Virginia Short
Mr. Robert Shultz
Alice Lee Wang
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel G. Welch
Brenda Westcott
William Wisniewski & Catharine van Ingen
Dr. Sherry Wren
Mr. Babak Yousefzadeh
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zilles
Zuni Cafe
Anonymous (4)

FOuNDER
$3,000 TO $3,999
John Abelson & Christine Guthrie
Mrs. Lloyd Ackerman
Dr. Lefkos Aftonomos
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen S. Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Jose R. Alonso
Ms. Ann Alpers & Mr. Shawn Hanson
Joanne M. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. David Anderson
Robert C. Anderson
Robert M. Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom
Dr. Wayne E. Anderson
Patricia Vaughn Angell
Arlene Anthony
Ms. Anna Antoniucci
Drs. Charlene Archibeque & 

Robert Melnikoff
Mr. & Mr s. Burt & Debi Armstrong
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler
Mrs. Margot Shinnamon Bach
Ms. Martha S. Baker
Mr. Jeffrey Bambrook & Mr. Jeffrey Wahl
Ms. Virginia Bamford
Mr. & Mrs. Fedele Bauccio
Laura Baxter
Robert H. Beadle
Ethan Beard & Wayee Chu
Thomas & Lily Beischer
Matthew Bennett & Cristin McGill
Ms. Carol Berg
Paul & Mildred Berg
Dr. Roy C. Bergstrom
Dr. Barbara Lynn Bessey, 

in memory of Kevin J. Gilmartin
Stua rt & Helen Bessler
Adam Arthur Bier
Margrit Biever & Robert* Mondavi
Susan S. Blake
Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Bloch
Mr. Noel T. Blos
Bill & Alison Boeckmann 
Bruce Bowen & Junona Jonas
Lee M. Brenneisen
Marvin & Marilyn Brenner
Timothy & Margaret Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Buckley
Donald Buhman & Wray Humphrey
William & Nancy Burnett
Dr. Robert Paul Cabaj
Patti Mari & Dr. Peter Cacciolfi
William & Jeanne Cahill

Clark & E lizabeth Callander
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Cape
Dr. Betty J. Carmack
Dr. Janet Carpenter
Michael & Shirley Carroll
Dr. Heidi H. Cary
Dr. J. Samuel Chase
Hella & Melvin Cheitlin
Ms. Julie Chin
Li-Chiang Chu
Mr. Steven Ciarametaro
Hilary & Richard Clark
Maureen Clarke
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
Dr. & Mrs. Francis J. Clauss
Mrs. Hazel Clegg
George & Laura Cline
Mrs. Annelle Clute
Dr. Vicki L. Coe & Jen nifer Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Colburn
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Colin
Charles Connor, M.D.
Mr. Robert D. Cooter
Erika & Dennis Corradi
Hugh J. Coughlin
Mark E. & Ena Cratsenburg
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Cross
Dr. James Tristan Cross
George & Susan Crow
Dr. Joan Claire Cucek
Mr. Arthur W. Curtis
Dr. James Cuthbertson
Fred J. Dal Broi
Arif Damji
Mrs. Arthur Dauer
Charles & Dorothy Davis
T. L. Davis & M. N. Plant-Davis
Jeann ie & Jan de Vries
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo
Annina R. Demmon
Ulric & Glenda Dennis
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Dienstbier
Mr. J. P. Richards Dillingham
Marion Dodd
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson
Ms. Elizabeth B. Dubin
Mrs. Gordon Dunn
Anita C. Eblé
Mrs. Simone Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ehrman III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Enslow
Susan Euphrat
Barton Evans & Dr. H. Andrea Neves
Mr. Mike Fahey
Dr. Bette Felton & Mr. Jim Felton
Ms. Jes sena Finn
Dr. & Mrs. M. D. Flamm, Jr.
Mrs. Marilyn A. McCarrick Forni
Mr. & Mrs. J. Murray Fox
Mr. Steven Franceschi
Robert & Sarah Freedman
Mrs. William M. Friede
Karen Kirk Gabrielson
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley
Mr. Jordan Gardner & 

Ms. Victoria Weatherford
Greg Gartrell & Mary Eichbauer
Mr. Max Gasner
Marlena & Julia Gee
Mr. Rich Gerhardt
Prof. & Mrs. Douglas Giancoli
David & Jennifer Gillespie
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G leason

Robert C. Goodman & John Bankston
Ms. Diane Green
Ms. Bernice E. Greene
Zane O. Gresham & Carole J. Robinson
Andy & Eva Grove
Ann C. Grove & Richard Green
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gunning
Brian Gustafson
Rob & Yukari Haitani
Mr. Lawrence Halff
Ms. Bronwyn H. Hall
Hadley Dale Hall & L. Warde Laidman
Dr. Graeme Hanson, M.D.
Betty-Lou Harmon
Diana Harris
George & Lynn Haymaker, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Heiman
Ms. Miranda Heller & Mr. Mark Salkind
Paula Heller & Robert Yohai
Martha & Michael Helms
Mr. Robert Hero
Ms. Harriet Heyman & Mr. Michael Moritz
Mr. Gerald Hinkley
Linda Hodge
Mr. & Mrs. David Hodges
Al Hoffman & David Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Holden
Susan Meadows Hone
Carol L. & David G. Hough
Joanne Howard
Mr. Joseph C. Howard, Jr.
Tim & Cara Hoxie
Dr. & Mrs. David Huchital
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins
Edward & Patricia Hyms on
David K. & Kay Duke Ingalls
Mr. Franklin R. Jackson & 

Ms. Maloos S. Anvarian
Ms. Jessica Jacob
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Jacobson
Mauree Jane & Mark Perry
Robin & Virginia Jaquith
Ms. Peggy Jaret
Mr. Glen Jarvis
William & Leticia Jarvis
Todd & Kristen Jones
Anne Kaiser & Robert Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Karr
Margo & Leonard Karstadt
Ed & Peggy Kavounas
Julia Keady & Michael Morris
Daniel Kelley
Drs. Phyllis A. Kempner & D avid D. Stein
Ms. Emily Kenyon
Mrs. Michele Kieffer-Gibert & 

Mr. Peter Gilbert
Lawrence Kim
Richard & Marianne Kipper
Mrs. Claudia Bray Kitka
Gordon Klein & Nancy Lawrence
Mr. Jack Klingelhofer
Alice N. Ko
Judith & Harlan Koch
Mr. Floyd Krey
Mrs. Andrea Manson Krueger
Paul A. & Jacquelyn L. Kuckein
Professor & Mrs. Ernest Kuh
Andrew Lan
Mrs. Yael Landan
Ms. Bette W. Landis
Lane Fertility Institute
Dr. & Mrs. Lauren ce Lasky
David A. Lauer & James Earl Jewell
Mr. John Lee
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MEDALLION SOCIETy continued
Ms. Patricia Lee
Richard & Patricia Taylor Lee
Dr. & Mrs. John Lenahan
Anthony Leuin & Jean Bertrand
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald S. Levin
Ms. Yulia Levin
Ms. Monika B. Levinson
Mrs. Nancy Lilly
Claire & Herbert Lindenberger
Mr. Jeffrey Litke
Peter Junteng Liu
Mr. Wen-Pen Liu
Dr. Britt-Marie Ljung
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Lloyd
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Lord
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Loughran
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Low
Mr. Claude L. Lowen
Ms. Kay Lucas
Ms. Jennifer Lynch & Mr. Justin Schuster
James & Deborah Lyerla
Elizabeth MacGregor
Charles & Nancy Mack
Ms. Elizabeth Maguire
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory R. Malin
Joan & Roger Mann
Mrs. Doris Manock
Richard Marciano & Teresa Middleton
Ms. Deborah Marion, CPA & 

Mr. Joe Losch
Dr. Pamela Marron
Ms. Letha Ann Martin
Constance Marvin, 

in memory of Robert L. Marvin, MD
Mr. Gilbert E. Matthews
Mrs. Alice T. May
Mr. Frank T. Maynard
Judge Lucy Kelly McCabe
Dr. Patricia McEveney
Ms. Linda McKay
Mr. Robert Meister
Dr. Beryl & Mrs. Renee Mell
Mr. David Mellor
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Merritt
Marian Ruhl Metson
Mr. & Mrs. James Milner
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Ms. Lori Mirek & Mr. Kenneth Pelowski
Carol Mirenda & Warren Lee
Dr. Beverly Mitchell
Cosette P. Mitchell
Mr. D. G. Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mocker
Parker Monroe & Tere Darragh
Julia & Dougla s Moore
Howard & Cathy Moreland
Lawrence Morgan
Clark Morrison
James & Katherine Moule
Robert & Berit Muh
Mr. Peter Johnson Musto
Renate M. Nadler, M.D.
Mr. Joseph Najpaver & Deana Logan
Jim Newman & Jane Ivory
Gerald & Ortrun Niesar
Mary L. Nilan
Matthew & Nancy Noel
Mr. Kevin Obana
Ms. Suzanne Oberlin
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Olcott
Lise Deschamps Ostwald
Ms. Marie Luise Otto
Mr. & Mrs. F. Ward Paine
Mrs. Jeraldine M. Pa lazzi
Maxwell G. Paley & Gregory J. Corrales
Apurva Pangam & Cassandra Furlow
Julian T. & Robin M.W. Parer
Dr. Richard & Jean Park
Berniece & C. E. Patterson
Ms. Anna M. Payne
Ms. Eileen Peck
Mauree Jane & Mark Perry
Ms. Suzann Pershing
Pesanta Urfolk Records
Mr. & Mrs. Dale L. Petterson
Jane & Ralph Pica
Bernadino J. Pistillo, Jr. A

Mr. Scott Plakun & Dr. Milton P. Schaefer
Ritchie & Melissa Post
Mr. D. A. Powell
Tony Price & Connie Cox Price
Mr. Robert W. Purvis Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Vic Quattrin
Ms. Darlene Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Quinn
Mrs. Jean T. Raisch
Davis Ralston
Mr. Jens Rasmussen
Mr. Karthik Rau
Raymond Family Foundation
Ms. Danielle Rebischung
Angele & Michael Rice
Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold
Wayne & Muriel Robins

Martin & Edis Robinson
Mr. Glenn Rogers
Scot Rohrer & Anne Scanlan-Rohrer
Fran Rominger
Mr. Arthur S. Roosa & Ms. Keiko Kiyuna
Dr. Steve Rosenau
Ms. Susan Rosenblatt
Dr. & Mrs. Roberto P. Rosenkranz
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Richard W. Ross
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Ross
Mrs. Joan Rost
Dr. Gwendolyn Rothman
Ms. Nedra Ruiz
Francis & Andrea Rush
David & Christina Wu Ryu
Louise Adler Sampson
Michael Saroyan & Barbara Bishop, M.D.
Joseph & Eleanor Sax Fund
Mr. Peter Schlenzka
Dr. & Mrs. Edgar J. Schoen
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Schoen
Phoebe  & Chris Schreiber
Betty J. Schreiner, M.D.
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Schrock
Mr. & Mrs. William Schueler
John R. Schwabacher Family
Ms. Marilyn Sefchovich
Mr. Mark Seielstad
Robert A. & Marlene K. Seligson
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Sharp
William & Judith Shilstone
Navid Shirazi
Shmuel & Haya Shottan
Barbara Silverberg
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Silverberg
Claire Collins Skall
Judith & Walter Sleeth
David & Barbara Sloss
Dr. Bruce L.  Smith, Ph.D. & 

Ms. Nadine M. Tang
Frederic H. Smith
Gideon & Cheryl Sorokin
Robert L. Speer & John Wong
Ms. Mary Ann Spitters
Mr. & Mrs. Robert St. John
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Stamper
Dr. Stuart Steinberg
Mary Jean Stempien & James Stricker
Margaret Stithem
Blossom Strong
Ms. Susan Tamagni

Ms. Margaret E. Tang
Mr. Marvin Tanigawa
Mr. & Mrs. John Tastor
Ms. Joan Thoma
Mr. J. Stephen Thornborrow
Dr. Naomi R. Thorpe
Mr. Harold Ticktin
Ms. Charlise Tiee
Ms. Carol J. Tomlinson
Mrs. Aileen Traeger
Norman & Carol Traeger
Mr. Richard D. Tuck
Ms. Margaret Tune
Ms. Florence E. Twyman
Mr. Harry Ugol & Mr. Michael Dreyer
Mr. Edward Van Egri
Dr. Conrad Vial & Catalina Zapata-Vial
Dr. & Mrs. Louis M. Vuksinick
Arthur & Susan Walenta
Ms. Adrian Walker
Ms. Ann Y. Walker & Mr. David M. Jones
Mr. Charlie Walker & 

Ms. Deborah Sanderson
Mr. Ja mes Wall
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Walsh
Hon. James L. Warren, Ret.
Ms. Ramona Wascher
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Watt
Carol Weitz
Mr. Richard P. West
Vivan W. Wing & Elizabeth Wickersham
Peter Wiley & Valerie Barth
Robert J. & Carole Williams
Ms. Faye C. Wilson
Susan & Jonathan Wittwer
Mr. Josiah Wolcott
Ms. Eileen C. Wong
Ms. Bonnie Woodworth
Margaret & Angus Wurtele
Charles & Edna Yanofsky
Ms. Colleen Yeates Marsh
Mr. Sunny Yee
Dr. Peter R. Young & Wenfang Chen
Mr. & Mrs. Lev Yurovsky
Mr. Chris Zaccalini
Mr. & Mrs. Pierluigi Zappacosta
Joan Zawaski & Rona Siegel
Mary & Harold Zlot Family Foundation
Anonymous (22)
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA extends its deepest appreciation to all the individual contributors who helped fund the company’s operations and
programs during performance years 2012 and 2013, recorded recorded from august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013. Support of all amounts is most
gratefully received, and we wish to pay special tribute to our patrons, donors of gifts from $1,000 to $2,999. For information on becoming a patron
of San Francisco Opera, please call (415) 565-6416 or visit sfopera.com/support.

PRINCIPAL PATRON
$2,000 TO $2,999
Thomas F. Anders, M.D.
Mr. Siegfried Auer
Ms. Elizabeth Avakian
Mrs. Mary Baxter
Dr. Robert & Irene Belknap
Ms. Beverly R. Benson
Richard & Maureen Bergson
Nella & Bill Berry
Mr. Josef Betz
Ms. Linda Billings
Mr. H. P. Blok
Ms. Joanne Bober
Mr. Brian Bock & Ms. Susan Rosin
Dr. Maurizio Bonacini
Ms. Joanne Bourland
Dr. Lois Brainard
Ms. Kathleen Braunstein
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Breyer
Susa n Nycum Buckley
Dr. Richard L. Caplin
Ann & John Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. R. Carter-McWilliams
Mrs. Carol Cass
Charles Castellano
Mr. Park Chamberlain
Thomas & Virginia Chen
Mr. Roger V. Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. T. Z. Chu
Mr. & Mrs. A. B. Ciabattoni
Mrs. Ralph L. Coffman
Richard & Sylvia Condon
Mary A. Culp
Mr. George Cunnington
Dr. Nancy Davidson & Mr. Steen Pedersen
Ann Davies & Ruben Diaz
Doris & Richard Davis
Mrs. Grah am B. Davis
Ms. Edna de Larios
Michele & Doug Dillard
Mrs. Mary Lou Dorking
John & Roberta Eidson
Evans Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Fain
Patricia & Richard Farnsworth
Mr. Robert G. Filpi
William O. Fisher & Kathryne Bernick
Patrice & Warren Flack
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Frankel
Marilyn M. Freeman
Dr. Mamoru Fukumoto
Mr. Christopher Furman
Mr. Martin Gaehwiler
Paul Garza & Denis Moore
Nick C. Geannacopulos, Esq.
Dr. & Mrs. Eu gene Gottfried
Ms. Patricia Gribben
Dr. William Grove & Dr. Nancy Grove
Mr. Ulysses Guadamuz
Nancy H. Handel
Mr. Charles Hanes
Joe & Dee Hartzog
Mr. David A. Hearth & Ms. Lauren T. Hall
William & Ann Hefter
Mr. & Mrs. Claude M. Hiramoto-Hess
Dr. Lucie Hirmina
Ms. Lisa R. Hirsch & Mr. Matthew Austern
Ms. Sarah K. Hofstadter
Mr. Peter Holson & Mr. Antonio Barrios
Mohammad Hooshmand & Linda Lonay
Raymond & Karen Houck

Ms. Georgia A. Hughes
Mr. James A. Ito
Dede & Rex Jamison
Fred & Peggy Johnson
Harvey L. Jones
Mr. Morris Kadish
Mr. Thomas L. Kardos
Sy Kaufman & Kerstin Edgerton
Erwin Kelly
Dr. & Mrs. James Kelly
Mr. Frank Kelly
Mrs. Louis Kelso
Marion R. Kramer, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kreutzer
Mr. Russell M. Lampert
Esther Lerner & Dan Carrico
Janet Littlefield
William J. P. Lonsdale, M.D.
Diane Lucas
Dr. Grace Lusk
Marilyn Mac Gregor
Eileen McCauley
Mrs. Janet G. McLeod
Mt. James R. Meehan
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Melchior
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Michener
Thomas & Cassandra Moore
Ms. Camille Morishige
Ms. Janet D. Morris
Mrs. Pamela Murdock
Wallace A. Myers
George & Karen Offen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olness
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Oscherwitz
Mr. Bernard Peuto
Stephen Powell
Susan K. Prather
Chris & Esther Prill
Dr. Richard Quan
Mr.* & Mrs. Irving Rabin
Dr. Jan Randal l
Mr. Thomas H. Reynolds
Mr. William Rochester
Judy Rodgers
Ms. Laura Roebuck
Mr. David Rothman
Marlys Saveri & Joseph Saveri
Randy Schekman & Nancy Walls
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Schneider
Charles & Janet Seim
Ms. Margaret V. Sheehan
Harvey & Deborah Shein
Judy & Wylie Sheldon
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shepard
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Simoudis
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith Jr.
Stephen Smoliar & Linda Dembo
Mr. Simon Snellgrove
Mr. Steve n Soult
Charles & Tracy Stephenson
Dr. Robert Stephenson
Susan K. Stevens, M.D.
Mr. Stanford Stevenson
Ms. Patricia Stich
Matt & Tami Stolte
Ms. Blanche G. Streeter
Megumi & Nobuyuki Sugiura
Ms. Susan Sweet
Ms. Maud Thiebaud
Dean & Jeanice Tipps
Charles W. Tuttle, Jr.
Mrs. Grace Voorhis
Don H. Watson

Richard C. & Olive G. Waugh
David & Kay Werdegar
Mr. Robert A. Wertsch
Ron & Anne White
Elizabeth S. Wilder
Mr. Ronald  Wilkerson
Mr. Matthew Williams
Mr. Mason Willrich
Julia B. Wilson
Ms. Shirley Woo
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wright
Florette Yen
Peggy & Lee Zeigler
Dr. Eleanor L. Zuckerman
Anonymous (5)

SuSTAINING PATRON
$1,000 TO $1,999
Edward M. Acton
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Adams
Ms. Muriel W. Adcock
Yvonne Akeson
Ms. Ofelia Alayeto
Joe Albero & Louise Laughlin
Mrs. Dolores M. Allen
Mr. Robert Allgeyer
Dr. Maria D. Allo
Ms. Loretta A. Amaral
Dr. Seth Ammerman
Irene Poon Andersen
Henry & Virginia Anderson
Mr. Laurence C. Anderson
Mr. William H. Armstrong
Ms. Elaine Arneson
Mrs. R. Kirklin Ashley
Matthew Austern & Janet Lafler
Zachary Baker
Mr. & Mrs. R. E. Bales
Mr. David N. Barnard
William M. Barnard, MD
Ms. Joanne Barnes
Mrs. Dottie Barrett
Prof. Babette Barton & Ms. Norma Chan
Albert Bartridge
Ms. Betty Basham
Ms. Patricia Bassett
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bauma n
Mr. & Mrs. David Beach
Mr. Frederic Beal
Mr. Timothy Beeman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Beers
David Beery & Norm Abramson
Richard & Kim Beleson
Mr. James Bell
Ms. Merle L. Benkavitch
Janet & Chris Bensick
John & Diane Benson
Prof. R. Joseph Berard
Mr. & Mrs. D. & S. Best
Mr. Scott Bever
Mr. Jayaram Bhat
RADM & Mrs. John W. Bitoff
Dr. Thomas Blair
Charles & Lenore Bleadon
Ms. Janet Nye Blomquist
Judy Bogart & Richard Hyde
Mr.  Richard & Mrs. Joanne Bogart
Morris Bol MD
Ms. Jennifer Bonilla
Dr. Helen Botnarescue
Ms. Ann Bowers
Mr. James Boyd
Ms. Joan K. Boyd

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Boyer
Mr. Stevan Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Brady
Chris & Jennifer Brahm
Mr. Robert C. Brandt
Ms. Gretchen D. Breiling
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Breitbart
Ms. Wendy Breuer & Mr. Charles Crane
Cassandra Briggs & John Murphy
Andrei Broder & Jaffa Dadoun
Henry & Mary Jo Broderick
Dr. Roberta Brokaw
Ms. Brenda Brown
David Lee Browne & Ronald W. Points
Andrzej & Nancy Brzeski
Wendy Buchen
Elizabeth & Mike Buckley
John Buckman
Ms. Sandra Buehler
Elissa Buie & Dave Yeske
Katherine & Roy Bukstein
Drs. Earl & Sandra Burgess
Mrs. Melissa Burnett
Ms. Karen L. Burtness Prak & 

Dr. Jan W. Prak
Charles R. Bush & Calvin Lau
Richard Buth & James Schull
Mr. Peter M. Buzanski
Mr. Gerald Cahill &  Ms. Kathleen S. King
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cameron
Mrs. Allan M. Campbell
Mr. Joseph Cancilla
Emily Card
Mr. & Mrs. Loren Carpenter
Marion Z. Carr
Nina & Fred Carroll
Richard & Nancy Carroll
Bruce & Mary Alice Carswell
Mr. Frederick Castro
Less & Maggie Chafen
Janice Chainey
Agnes I. Chan
Dr. Michael Charney
Ms. Patricia Chester
Mrs. Eunice M. Childs
Mayme Chinn
Mr. Richard Christie
Holly Christman, M.D.
Kathleen & Phi lippe Ciampossin
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Clark
Ms. Patricia Coffin
Dr. Stephen N. Cohen
Ms. Claudia Coleman
Joan Hamren Coles
Mr. Stephen L. Collier & Mr. Frank A. Patt
Alice Collins
Ms. Elizabeth Colton
Mary J. Combs
Lawrence & Bernice Comfort
Mr. Robert Conrad
Clyde & Ann Coombs
Ms. Barbara Corneille
Ms. Beverly Coughlin & Mr. Charles Dow
Tom & Jane Coulter
Mrs. James E. Court
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Crain
Mr. Michael  Crisp
Mr. John C. Cromack
Barbara & Jim Curry
Hope Curtis
Mrs. Janet Dahlsten
Carol B. Dane
Ms. Joan Danforth
Mr. Stephen Danko
Marge & Jim Dean

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA PATRONS

* deceased
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Mr. Aaron Dennison-Gibby
Ms. Veronica C. Devitt
Mrs. Pam DeWeerd
Nina Dickerson
Barbara Joan Dickie
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Dickinson
Ms. Margaret Dietrich
Julie Dillon
Mr. & Mrs. John Dimmick
Mr. Stanley J. Dirks
Mr. David P. Dix
Kathy Down, M.D. & Gregory Kelly
Nancy Doyle & George L. Smith, Jr.
Mr. John D. Drago
Peter G. Drewliner
Thelma Dry
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Dulaney
Edma Dumanian
Robert* & Linda Dunn
Mr. David N. Edg ington
Robin & Rich Edwards
Mr. Daniel D. Elias
Richard & Jennifer Emerson
Mr. Steve Epstein
Mrs. Joyce Mishel Ettinger
Cantor & Mrs. Martin Feldman
Mrs. Audrey A. Fellows
Mr. Peter Ferraro
Cheryl Fippen
Ms. Patricia Fisher
Barbara Jean Fopp
Mr. Jean-Marc Frailong & 

Mr. Richard C. Halton
Karen & Jim Frassetto
Ms. Louann C. Fratt
Barbara B. Fredrick
FreightTrain Software
Mr. & Mrs. Eliot Fried
Ms. Ellen A. Friedman
M s. Gaye Frisby
Linle & Jim Froeb
Ronald & Lanette Frostestad
John H. Frykman
Mr. & Ms. Douglas W. Fuerstenau
Mr. Robert Fusco
Mr. Sameer K. Gandhi & Ms. Monica Lopez
Rita P. Garcia
Mr. Paul Gardner
Mr. Sam Genirberg
Dr. Layne O. Gentry
Mr. & Mrs. Ron P. Giannini
Yuen & Sandra Gin
Dr. Sabine Girod
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Goldfield
Dr. Floyd Gonella & Ms. Margaret Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Goodman
Mr. John Gosselin
P.L. Got chall
Ms. Andrea Gould
Mary & John Goulding
Ms. Barbara Goza
Dr. & Mrs. Gabriel Gregoratos
Mr. Herbert Grench
Patricia L. Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Grossberg
Mr. Arnold A. Grossman
Marie & Fernando Gumucio
M. M. Hadcock, M.D.
Mrs. Rena Hafeez
P. J. & Rod Handeland
Louis & Sandra Handler
Michael & Mary Hanemann
Krista & Eric Hanson
Mr. Roy Dean Hardy
Dr. Robert P. Haro, Ph.D.
Jean O. Harris
Dr. & Mrs. R. S. Harrison
Mr . William Hartrick
Mr. Jake Heggie
Mr. John F. Heil
David & Nancy Heilbron
Mr. & Mrs. David Heller
Alan & Joan Henricks
Mr. Daniel Henry
Mr. Walter Hewlett
Dr. & Mrs. Malcolm Hill

Peggy Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hillman
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hirschfield
Tom Hixson & Kevin Sarmento
Mr. Stephen C. Hoffman
Diane & Richard Hohl
Dr. Susan Holbrook & James B. Florey, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Holland
Mr. Thomas F. Holt
Ms. Irma H onda
Dr. Richard T. Hoppe
Mr. Michael Horn
Wilma S. Horwitz
Ms. Sally V. Houston
Ms. Vija Hovgard
Barry & Kris Hovis
Ms. Gladys K. Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Howard
Mr. Creig Hoyt
Dr. & Ms. Ta-Lin Hsu
Vincent & Christina Hu
Ms. Sharon Hubler
Philip & Carla Hudner
Mr. & Mrs. Henry P. Huff III
Dr. & Mrs. H. Robert Hume
Ms. Liz Hume & Mr. Jay Jacobs
Dr. Sammy Hung
Ms. Mary Idso
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Imatani
Mr. Harold M. Isbell
Mr. Les Jakowski
Ms. Laura Jacobson & Mr. John Denton
Ms. Lily Jan
Dr. & Mrs. Burton Jay
Mr. & Mrs. John O. Jenkins
Charles & Martha Jennings
Ms. M. Anne Jennings
Mr. Rod Johnson
Ms. Elisabeth M. Jones
Paul S. Jones
Mac & Mary Jordan
Mr. Danny Kao
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Kaplan
Mr. Robert Kaswen
Diana H. Kazubowski
Mr. Robert S. Keagy
Kathryn Kearney
Mr. Alfred G. Kelley
Mr. Christopher Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Kena dy
Mr. Samuel Keng
Ms. Claudia Kennedy
Victoria Kirby
Mr. James C. Kirkwood
Jack & Candee Klein
Ms. Barbara J. Knego
Mr. & Mrs. John Knoll
Mr. Roman Knop
Ms. Erna Knutsen
Ms. Alyssa T. Koo
Mr. Martin Kooi
Ms. Yvonne Koshland
Jon Henry Kouba
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Kradjian
Nancy Ann Kraus & Barbara Fronk
Herbert & Barbara Kreissler
Ms. Elizabeth Kuehner
John & Rebecca R. Kunzman
Ms. Helen Kutin
James & Elinor Lacy
Ms. Angel a Lai
Dr. Judith A. Lamberti
S. Lamsam & S. Sagan
Barbara J. Lane
James P. Laumond, M.D. & Arthur Sullivan
Mrs. Jan V. Lawler
Mr. & Mrs. Roger A. Lazarus
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Lazarus
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lazear
Ms. Marcia Lazer
Mr. & Mrs. G. B. Lebedeff
Kewchang Lee, M.D.
Mr. Leslie-Wayne Lee
Ted Lehmann & Catherine Lehmann
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar G. Lehmann
Mr. Jack Lenk

Mr. Edwin Lennox
Ms. Linda Lester McIlvoy
Mr. Mark Levi
Adrelle K. Levy
Ms. Michelle Li
Norman & Helen Ann Licht
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Lilienthal
Dr. Sandra Lillie
Mr. Jeffrey Lilly
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Livermore
Mr. W. Alex Livesley
Mr. John Livingston
John Lockton
Alan LoFaso
Mr. Jack W. Londen
Mr. James Lons
Frank & Sally Lopez
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lorton
Dr. & Mrs. Jerold Lowenstein
Ms. Frances Lozano
Ms. Janet Luck & Mr. Stephen Kealhofer
Dr. & Mrs. G. Karl Ludwig, Jr.
Ms.  Amy Lynch
B. Kenneth & Janine Lyons
Ms. Natalie MacKenzie
Mr. John E. Major
C. R. (Gus) Manning
Charles & Wanda Mannon
Mr. Peter Mansfield
Rich & Pat Marcogliese
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mardesich
Mr. Fred Martin & Ms. Stephanie Dudek
Ms. Connie V. Martinez
Mrs. Charlene Mathias
Ms. Jill Matichak
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Mazur
Mr. Kim McCall
Ms. Martha T. McCall
Timothy & Kirsten McCarthy
Stephen T. McClellan & Elizabeth Barlow
Dr . Brian P. McCune
Mr. Robert McDowell
Mr. & Mrs. David Meckler
Ms. Heather Meeker
Ms. Suzanne R. Mellen
Edith P. Mendez
Ms. Lucinda Merrill
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Mesker
Mr. Thomas R. Metcalf
Dr. & Mrs. Stacy R. Mettier
George P. Miller & W. G. Zimmerman, Jr.
Knute Michael & Ginna Dean Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Miller
Dorothy T. Milton
William & Alene Miskovetz
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Moffett
Mr. August J. Moretti
Mrs. Ga il A. Mosk
Mr. Robert Mukai
Mr. Sebastian Munoz
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D.
Janet Muscio & William McCraw
Mr. John A. Musgrave
Ms. Shirley Nanevicz
Ms. Judy Nelson & Ms. Jo Ann Stewart
Mr. Charles & Dr. Laura Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. Nels B. Nelson
Karen S. Nemetz
Cathy Netz
Phillip M. Newport
Mrs. Wenlan Ng
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Nicholson
Allen & Gayle Notowitz
Mr. William Obernesser
Dr. Michael O’Connor & 

Dr. Patricia O’Connor
Mr . & Mrs. Fred Offensend
Ms. Jan Ogren & Mr. Dean Watson
Adrienne & Jay Oliff
Dr. Hedda Orkin
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne
Mr. David Page
Nancy Page
Ellice J. Papp
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Parvin
Peter Pastreich & Jamie Whittington

Thomas & Sheryl Paukert
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Paulsen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pedrazzini
Mr. Michele Perrella
Mr. Stanley Peters & Ms. Kathleen Much
Ms. Pamela Philbert
Mr. Ralph A. Philbrook
Allen & Joyce Phip ps
Peter & Joanne Pierson
Genevieve Plusa
Anna & Frank Pope
Patricia Sanderson Port
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey D. Portnoy
Robert L. Powell & Ellen D. Simons
Hiroko Prather
Ms. Jeanette M. Prato
Ms. Penny Prater
Buford & Jo Ann Price
Felice S. Price
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Price
Ms. Deanna E. Pritchard
Joan Quigley & Ruth Quigley
Mr. Edward J. Quinlan
Mr. Robert E. Rabourn
Cynthia Carlson Ramseyer
Mr. Robert W. Rankin
Alan M. & Na ncy Raznick
Mr. & Mrs. Steven MacGregor Read
Ronald A. Rebholz
Rossannah Reeves
Ms. Monica Ricci & Mr. John O’Brien
Mr. Thomas W. Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Truitt A. Richey, Jr.
Julie & Christopher Ridley
Ms. Carolyn J. Rinetti
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Rizzuto
Kay & Ray Roberts
Phillip L. Eaton & James C. Robinson
Ms. Jeanne C. Robinson
Ms. Mary E. Rockdale
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Rockett
Ms. Janet L. Rodriguez
Theres & Denn is Rohan
Ms. Heli Roiha & Ms. Therissa McKelvey
Ms. Marguerite Romanello
James J. & Roberta H. Romeo
Mary Ellen Rossi
Mr. George E. Rossmann
Mr. Barry Roth
Mr. Jean-Francois Roy
Jeffrey Ruda & Leonard Whitney
Mr. John E. Ruden
Mr. David Runsten
Mr. Joseph Russo
Jordan Sachs & Jeannie Sack
Mr. Bert Salyga & Dr. Sean McCarthy
Dr. & Mrs. Jay R. Salzman
Ms. Patricia Sandoval
Mr. Jeffrey Sant
Mr. Robert I. Schermer
Rev.  Paul J. Schmidt & Rev. Gerard K. Moran
Mr. Donn R. Schoenmann
Mrs. Helga Schonfeld
Mr. Russell Schrader
Mr. Albert Schroeder
Mr. James F. Schultz
Mr. James Scillian
John & Dagmar Searle
Mrs. Francoise Seftel
Mr. Sigmund Seigel & Ms. Karen Topp
Ms. Norma Serles
Katherine Setar & Brad Fischer
Paul & Ruriko Setziol
Dr. Charlie & Claire Shaeffer
Ms. Louise Shalit
Drs. Charles & Andrea Shapiro
Don & Lorraine Sharman
M s. Irene Sharp
Ms. Carolyn Shaw
Mr. James R. Shevock
Mr. Leslie M. Shinozawa
Mr. Richard H. Shoop
Diana & Richard Shore
Elizabeth Simone & Richard L. Spector, Esq.
Mrs. Harriet Simpson
Mr. Michael Simpson
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Dr. Harley J. Siskin
Ms. Michaelene C. Skronski
Mrs. Robert K. Slack
Mr. Daniel K. Slaughter
Lawrence & Jacqueline Slayen
Mr. Donald Smart
Prof. & Mrs. Alan Jay Smith
Mr. Albert G. Smith
Mr. Fred B. Smith
Mr. Jordan H. Smith
Ms. Joyce T. Smith
Dr. Stephen R. Smith
Kenneth & Joanne Snow
Dr. Eileen Soden
Dr. Richard L. Sogg
Mrs. Virginia Soult
Lawrence Squires
Ms. Louise Stagnaro
Mr. Russell Stanaland
Ms. Anita Stapen  & Mr. Richard Granberg
Joelle Steefel
Lynn M. Stegner
Harvey Steiman
Alice & Kevin Steiner
Mr. Ian E. Stockdale
Mr. John Stocker
Mr. David M. Stone & Mr. Darryl G. Donoian

Prof. Andrew Streitwieser
Mr. Martin Schoell & Ms. Theresa A. Stuart
Mr. Daniel F. Sullivan
Timothy Sullivan & Karen Ericksen
Mr. Robert Summers
Ms. Vrenae Sutphin & Mr. David Gray
Dr. Scott Swanson & Mr. Michael Feeney
Ms. Theresa Sweeney
Ms.  Valerie G. Talmage
Ms. Elizabeth R. Taylor
Ms. Marion E. Taylor
Mrs. Martin Terplan
Mr. John C. Thacker
Dr. Ruedi F. Thoeni, M.D.
Mr. Ralph Tiegel
Michael J. Tierney
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Topham
Ms. Martha D. Toppin
Lynne Toribara & Brian Howard
Ms. Jeanie Treichel
Ted & Mary Tsui
Carol Turner
Mr. Peter Turner
Ms. Elizabeth L. Ullrich
Mr. Mark Valentine
Paul & Nancy Valentine
Cornelis T. van Aalst

Denny & Kate Van N ess
Marsha VandeBerg
Mr. Robert N. Varney
Richard Viehweg
Mr. & Mrs. Clark Vilas
Fred & Ridley Virdeh
Mary-Kay & Thomas Vogler
Ms. Frederica von Stade & 

Mr. Michael Gorman
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Vose III
Ms. Ruth K. Vurek
Captain Ray K. & Ms. Linda M. Waddell
Dr. Bradford W. Wade & Dr. Linda K. Riebel
Mr. Charles Wagner
Mrs. Barry Wagner
Ms. Nancy Wakeman
Ms. Gail Walker
Ms. Lorene Walker
Dorothy J. Walz
Emily & Robert Warden
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Warren
Mr. Paul L. Wattis Jr.
Mr. Keith R. Weed
Ms. Victoria Welsh
Wallace & Eve Wertsch
Mrs. Janet A. Wessel
Karen Wetherell

Mr. Ronald Wheeler
Ms. Janeen Whitmore
Nancy & Kenneth Wiener
Ms. Carol Wilhelmy
Mr. Doug Williams & 

Ms. Madelyn Bedig-Williams
Mr. Frederick T. Williams
Ms. Ann L. Williamson
Mr. Jeff Wimsatt
Mrs. Melanie Wirtanen
Ms. Merilyn Wong
Ms. Virginia Wong
Ethel S. Worn
Ms. Janet S. Wright
Phil Wright
Mr. Brad Yamauchi
Mr. Michael W. Yee
Ms. Susan York
Dr. Lowell Young & Celeste Young
Vincent & Joyce Zarcone
Mr. William T. Zaumen
Mrs. Catherine Zimmerman
Dr. Richard Zuniga & Mr. Sean M. SeLegue
Anonymous (19)

* deceased   
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Christer Akeson
yvonne akeson

Zelda A. Classen
ann classen Treadwell

Mr. Everett Coe
charles & Wanda Mannon

Mr. Prashant L. hangal
Mr. Steven ciarametaro

Joseph & Margaraet harris 
Mr. Joseph h. harris Jr.

Janey heagy
Mr. Dennis Doubin

Mrs. Claudia J. hecht
James a. heagy

St. Francis Wood Music club

Ms. Edith L. hodge
Mrs. Peggy Quirk

Claramae Turner hoffmann
Ms. elizabeth G. Brayboy

Jeannik Méquet Littlefield
Mr. adolphus andrews, Jr.

Ms. eve ellis annette niemtzow
Mrs. Dawn yates Black

Barbara & Jim curry
Frances a. Dillingham
Ms. Beverly c. hines

William & Gretchen Kimball Fund
Janet Littlefield

Ms. Jennifer Lynch & Mr. Justin Schuster
Mary ann Mcewan

Diane, anne & John Stauffer
Mr. Paul L. Wattis Jr.

Rose Marchetti
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick a. Leonard

Ms. Ann Markland
Miss Laurie Markland

Mr. Karl Ruppenthal
Josephine Maxon

James Schwabacher
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis

Sally Walker
Mrs. ruth Lycette

IN MEMORy OF

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the following donors who have made memorial and honorary
contributions from May 1, 2013 through august 10, 2013.

TRIBUTES

William & Polly Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. William S. clark

Keith & Priscilla Geeslin 
Jamie & Philip Bowles

David Gockley
Barbara M. Ward & 

The honorable roy L. Wonder

Bonita hagbom
Mrs. Peter Dinkelspiel

George & Leslie hume 
Susan & Bill epstein

Mr. & Mrs. edwin a. Seipp, Jr.

Mrs. William R. Kimball
Mr. & Mrs. richard c. Mesker

Ms. alyssa Tecklenburg

Ted Weinstein
elaine & Leonard Wurzel

IN hONOR OF
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA is pleased to recognize the generosity of foundations and government agencies for their grants received from
august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013. We are extremely grateful for general support and designated funding that ensure the continuance
of the company’s programs.

ChAIRMAN’S CIRCLE
$500,000 anD aBOVe

Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Grants for the Arts/

San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

DIAMOND CIRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Carol Franc Buck Foundation
Frances K. & Charles D. Field Foundation
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Koret Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts

PLATINuM CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Columbia Foundation
The Charles D. & Frances K. Field Fund
The Geoffrey C. Hughes Foundation, Inc.
Jaquelin Hume Foundation
Kia Ora Foundation
The Henry I. Prien Foundation
Charles P. Russell Fund of the Columbia

Foundation
The Frederick Stroh Memorial Foundation
Wallis Foundation

GOLD CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Diana Dollar Knowles Foundation
The Kimball Foundation
OPERA America’s Building Opera Audiences 

Grant Program
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch

Foundation
Anonymous (1)

SILVER CIRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Michelson Family Foundation
Zellerbach Family Foundation

BENEFACTOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
Arts Federation
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
John & Marcia Goldman Philanthropic Fund
The Walter S. Johnson Foundation
Sing for America Foundation/Erich Stratmann

FOuNDER
$1,000 TO $4,999
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation
Lisa & Douglas Goldman Fund

INSTITUTIONAL GIFTS

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA is pleased to acknowledge the generosity of the following corporate partners for their sponsorship of performance
years 2011-2012 (recorded from august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013). Our corporate sponsors receive unique benefits including but not
limited to: exclusive client entertainment privileges, networking opportunities, broad name recognition, and employee benefits. For more
information about joining the corporate Sponsorship, please telephone (415) 551-6208.

LEADERShIP CIRCLE
$100,000 anD aBOVe

Chevron
San Francisco Opera Guild
Union Bank
United 
Wells Fargo

PLATINuM CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,9999
Webcor

GOLD CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,9999
Bank of America
Charles Schwab & Company

Foundation

SILVER CIRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Bulgari
Gap Inc.
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Kaiser Permanente
MDC Partners Inc.
San Francisco Opera Guild/

East Bay Chapter
Schoenberg Family Law Group, P.C.
Vontobel Swiss Wealth Advisors AG
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 

Rosati Foundation

BENEFACTOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
Bingham McCutchen, LLP
E & J Gallo/William Hill Estate Winery
Loomis, Sayles & Company, LP
UBS

INVESTOR
$3,000 TO $4,999
Howard Rice Nemerovski 

Canady Falk & Rabkin

MEMBER
$1,000 TO $2,999
DM Stone Recruitment Solutions
Matson Navigation Company, Inc.
Raymond O S.’Kelly, Inc. CPA
Zuni Cafe

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

SEASON SPONSOR
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OPENING WEEKEND 
GRAND SPONSOR 
Diane B. Wilsey

GRAND BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Union Bank
Wells Fargo
Diane B. Wilsey

PLATINuM CIRCLE
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Cuggino
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
Leslie & George Hume
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kahng
Frayda & George Lindemann
Nordstrom
Joan & David Traitel
Ann Ziff

GOLD CIRCLE
Bank of America
Robert W. Baird & Co.
David Dollinger
Doreen H. Y. Woo Ho
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Liz Simons & Mark Heising
Sotheby’s International Realty Foundation
TMG Partners
United
Mr. S. Shariq Yosufzai & Mr. Brian James

SILVER CIRCLE
Accenture
Lawrence A. Kern
Neiman Marcus
Soo & Raj Venkatesan

GRAND BENEFACTORS
Nancy & Joachim Bechtle
Mr. & Mrs. Bandel Carano
Olivia Hsu Decker

Ann & Daniel Girard
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund
Marissa Mayer & Zachary Bogue
Nion Tucker McEvoy
Mrs. Theodore Rosenberg
Mr. John D. Rosin
Mai Shiver & Charles Githler
Connie Rossa
The Honorable & Mrs. George P. Shultz
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Tad & Dianne Taube
Sharon & Clark Winslow

BENEFACTORS
Greer & Veronica Arthur
Rosemary B. Baker
Romana & John Bracco
Barbara Brown
Mrs. Karen Caldwell
David & Karin Chamberlain
Phoebe Cowles & Robert Girard
Tully & Elise Friedman
Richard Fullerton & Elizabeth Pang Fullerton
John & Marcia Goldman
Jill Grossman
Arlene Inch
Dorothy & Bradford Jeffries
Gretchen B. Kimball
Markos Kounalakis & 

Ambassador Eleni Tsakapoulos-Kounalakis
Karen J. Kubin
Robin Laub
MacNaughton Family Foundation
Charlot & Gregory Malin
Anne Marie & Stephen Massocca
Teresa & Mark Medearis
Nancy S. Mueller & Robert A. Fox
Susan O’Brien
Hiro & Betty Jean Ogawa
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi & 

Mr. Paul Pelosi
Bill & Mary Poland
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard
The Honorable Louise Renne & 

Mr. Paul A. Renne 

Lilli J. Rey
Saks Fifth Avenue
Sarah & Brad Somberg
France Szeto
Ayesha Mathews Wadhwa
Dick & Mary Beth Weiss
Dianne & Michael Yancey

PATRONS
JR Alward
Colleen & John Amster
Hamid & Homa Andalib
Renata Anderson & Raj Singh
Mr. & Mrs. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.
Susan Atherton
Wilkes Bashford
Thomas Barrett & Belinda Ann Berry
Robert H. Beadle
Jim Bean & Christine O’Sullivan
Joy Venturini Bianchi
David & Elizabeth Birka-White
Dawn Yates Black
Mr. Harold Blajwas & 

Dr. Alisa Burgess-Blajwas
Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill
Teresa Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Brown
Carol Franc Buck
Michael & Marilyn Cabak
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Britta Campbell & Daniel Whisenhunt
Iris S. Chan
Dr. Ca rolyn Chang & Mr. Patrick King
Nancy Clark & Michael Broach
The Honorable Marie Collins
Comcast Ventures
Julie Coplon & Robert Capan
Laura & Robert Cory
Mark E. & Ena Cratsenburg
Shannon & Daniel Cronan
Jack Dane
Jesus O. Diaz
Nina & Dimitrios Dimitrelis
Carol & Dixon Doll
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Dunlevy

Stefan & Wendy Dyckerhoff
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Erdman
Fati Farmanfarmaian
Sandra Far ris
John Ferrell
Mrs. Milbourne Finley & 

Dr. Thomas Mowery
Claire & Jeff Fluhr
Marilyn McCarrick Forni
Robert & Chandra Friese
Barbara Fritz & Clayton Fritz
Bernard Hagan & Paula Hagan Bennett
David Hearth & Lauren Hall 
Jennifer Hill
Brian & Rene Hollins
Bill Hooper & Julie Terrell Hooper
Kathryn A. Huber & Larry Binkley
Jane & Bert Inch
Dr. Melina Jampolis & Benjamin Oberman
Ron Jankov
Katie & Claude Jarman
John  Kerns
Cheryl B. King
Maggie Stack King
Edward & Nancy Kriz
Diana Kissil & John S. Cullison
Mr. Randall Laroche & Mr. David Laudon
Norman T. Larson
John & Joan Lavorgna
Mrs. Irene M. Lieberman
Nafiseh & Karl Lindberg
Xin Liu
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Ludgus
Victor & Farah Makras
June & Stephen Manley
Catherine Marcus
Dr. Pamela Marron
Mrs. Kathleen McEligot
Robert B. Mison
Margaret Mitchell
Thomas & Mary Mitts
Kimberly H ughes Moazed & Steve Moazed
Phyllis Moldaw
Donald & Irene Morgan

Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Jane S. Mudge
Ken Muller
Lisa Neugent
Dr. Mark Pederson
Maria Pitcairn
Anne Popkin
Joanna Rees & John Hamm
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein
Pamela & Richard Rigg
Mr. Andreas Rippel & Ms. Patricia Fisher
Steven & Deborah Rocha
Diane Rubin & Leonard Eber
Chandra & Michael Rudd
Deborah & Paul Sagues
George Sanbrook
Irmgard Sch mid-Maybach
Cynthia L. Schreuder
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg
Kimberlee Diane Sharp-Dutto
Roberta Sherman
Mary Beth & David Shimmon
Drs. Henry & Jackie Shinefield
Frederic H. Smith
Frank Stein & Paul S. May
Carolyn Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome J. Suich
Susan S. Tamagni
Barbara Traisman
TriplePoint Capital
Stephanie Tuttle & Ramsey Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Van der Meer
CJ Van Pelt
Mr. & Mrs. Lorin Vogel
Ms. Barbara Walkowski
Ms. Veronica Watson & Mr. Michael Petonic
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Eve & Wallace Wertsch
Douglas Winthrop & Yamilee Bermingham
Celeste & Darryl Woo
Linda Elliott Zider
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler & Alvin Ziegler
Peter & Donna Zuber
Anonymous

OPERA BALL 2013
SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ASSOCIATION and SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GuILD wish to thank the donors to Opera Ball 2013 (Patron level and above
names recorded prior to august 9, 2013) whose generosity helps make Opening night a success. We have made every effort to ensure the list of Opera Ball
donors is correct. If a name was omitted or misspelled please accept our sincere apologies and kindly notify San Francisco Opera Guild at 415-551-6250.

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA is pleased to acknowledge the generosity of the following donors for their in-kind contributions recorded from
august 1, 2012 through august 10, 2013. In-kind donors receive benefits including but not limited to: exclusive client entertainment
privileges, networking opportunities, brand name recognition, and employee benefits.

LEADERShIP CIRCLE
$100,000 anD aBOVe

Calibre One Executive Recruiting
CBS5/The CW Bay Area
KDFC Radio
Music Exchange*
San Francisco Chronicle
San Francisco Examiner
Yamaha**

PLATINuM CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
St. Regis Hotel
San Francisco Municipal

Transportation Agency
United
Diane B. Wilsey

GOLD CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble

Mallory & Natsis LLP
Armanino McKenna LLP
Clear Channel Outdoor
Jessica McClintock
Mission Minded
Hon. & Mrs. George P. Shultz

SILVER CIRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Black Stallion Estate Winery
Bloomers
E & J Gallo/

William Hill Estate Winery
Gloria Ferrer Caves & Vineyards

San Francisco Classical Voice
Ms. Vivian M. Stephenson & 

Ms. Margarita Gandia

BENEFACTOR
$5,000 TO $9,999
The Bubble Lounge
Dr. & Mrs. Craig Henderson
Estate of Carol L. Meyer
Donald & Irene Morgan
Stanlee R. Gatti Designs

INVESTOR
$3,000 TO $4,999
Mr. David Larson

MEMBER
$1,000 TO $2,999
Boisset Family Estates
Ms. Maria Gabriel
Claude & Nina Gruen
Ms. Nancy Hine & 

Mr. Joel Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Medearis
Uber

*Pianos provided and serviced by
Music Exchange

** Yamaha is the official piano of 
San Francisco Opera

IN-KIND GIFTS
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The following patrons have made a legacy commitment to San Francisco Opera association and have joined the Bel canto
Legacy Society as of July 31, 2013. Their generosity helps support our long-range financial stability and artistic planning.
Please consider joining this extraordinary group. For more information, contact Mark Jones, Director of endowment and
Legacy Giving, at (415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com. Thank you for your support.

Marilyn Horne,  hONORARy ChAIRWOMAN

BEL CANTO LEGACY SOCIETY

Kenneth & Barbara Adams
Sophie & Ted Aldrich
Jesse J. Alexander
Anthony J. Alfidi
Lt. Col. James M. Alfonte
Paul B. Althouse
David & Judith Preves Anderson
Helen Anderton*
Carol Arnold
Elizabeth Lawler Ashley
Mrs. Jeanine Augst
Mrs. F. G. Austin
Bobbi & Marty Bach
Margot Shinnamon Bach
Randolph G. Baier*
M. L. Baird in memory of 

Travis & Marion Baird
Martha Baker
Nancie Barker
Elizabeth Barlow & 

Stephen McClellan
Marie L. Bartee
Beata E. Bartholomay
Betty Basham
Steve & Ina Bauman
The Estate of Gloria S. Baxter
Robert H. Beadle
Merle Becker
Robert Henry Bellamy
Pascal J. F. Belloncle
Andrew J. Bellotti*
Fritzi Benesch*
Raymond J. Berard
Carole B. Berg
Dawne Bernhardt
Jane Bernstein & Bob Ellis
Dr. Barbara L. Bessey & 

Dr. Kevin J. Gilmartin*
Jo Ann Biasotti & David T. Crowder
Hannelore Bierwagen*
Phyllis B. Blair
Susan S. Blake
Linda Blondis
Diane Hoar Bond
Drs. Seymour & Sylvia Boorstein
Christine M. Boulanger, M.D.
Christopher & Renee Bowen
Dr. Lois Brainard
John & Eva Breyer
Mrs. John Maxwell Bryan
Donald Buhman & 

C. Wray Humphrey
James R. Burch
John D. Burke
Roger Busse & Oscar Celli
Richard Buth & James Schull
Mrs. James P. Butler
Jack Calhoun
Frances Campra
Betty J. Carmack
June B. Carr
Ronald Casassa
Emanuela N. Catena
Hella H. Cheitl in
Mrs. Johanna Childhouse
Jack Christensen
Robert O. Christiansen, M.D.*
Gillian Clark
Harry Gilbert Clarke*

Maureen Clarke
Carlyn Clause & 

Alexander L. Brainerd
Jean Cleverly & Frank Warner
Lloyd & Janet Cluff
Roberta Colin
James T. Concannon
Tony & SueAnn Converse
Mr. & Mrs. Ransom S. Cook
Mrs. Marion Moore Cope
Mary Ellen Copner
Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Camille Crittenden
Mrs. Margaret M. Cronin*
John & Lois Crowe
Gerald F. Currier & 

Cleveland M. Smith
The Claude Cypra Family Trust
Friedericka A. Dalbey
David Dall
Anne Dauer
Charles & Dorothy Davis
Dick Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
J. C. De Tata, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Ulric & Glenda Dennis
Ms. Jackie Deskin
Jerome L. & Thao N. Dodson
Thelma Dry
Pat Dubrow
Arnold & Trudy Duncan
Vernon & Elke Dwelly
Alan F. Egan, J.P.
Ludmila & Peter Eggleton
Joseph Ehrman III
Stephen Eimer & 

Kevin Ann Cartwright
Philip M. Eisenberg*
Christine M. Englund
Barbara & Ed Eshbach
Patricia M. Evans
Rod* & Ingrid Evans 
Richard B. Everett
Robert F. Ewing
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fenwick
Lucille V. Fjoslien
Ms. Kristina Flanagan
Carl Wilhelm Folk
Martha J. Foltz
Mary & Tom Foote
Barbara Jean Fopp
Kathi Freeman
Barbara & William* Friede
John H. Frykman & 

Cheryl C. Arnold*
Louis B. Gagliardi
Ms. Ching-Ching Ganley
Gregory S. Garbin, M.D. &

Kenneth J. Denhard
Sheilah Purcell Garcia
Jack & Carroll Gardner
Dewey Garrett
Nancy Gentry Geller
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon P. Getty
Ynez Ghirardelli*
Prof. Douglas Giancoli
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg
Ione Gille

David Gockley
William W. Godward
Doris W. Grau
Wanda Lee Graves & Stephen Duscha
Anne Patricia Gray
Geoffrey & Marcia Green
Jean Haber Green, M.D.
Ms. Julie Green
Mrs. Robert M. Greenhood
Flora Greenhoot*
Zane O. Gresham & 

Carole J. Robinson
Mr.* & Mrs. Edward M. Griffith
Claude & Nina Gruen
Ursula Grunfeld
Eleanor Guilford
Yvette & John G. Gurley
Timothy F.* & E. Ann Haggerty*
Harry C. Haines
Hadley Dale Hall
Kristina K. Hall
Sanford* & Mary Grace Harris*
Jane & David Hartley
Fred Hartwick
Mrs. Janine A. Hawkins
Winchell T. Hayward*
Mr. & Mrs.* James A. Heagy
Mary & Craig Henderson
Donald A. Hermann
Joan Hett
Robert W. Hofer
Kenneth L. Holford
Marilyn Horne
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich
Sally V. Houston
Margaret E. Hoyt
Linda Humber
Leslie & George Hume
Ms. Margaret C. Hutchins
Bruce Hyman
Marsha Irwin
Keith J. Isaacson*
James A. Ito
Barbara K. Jackson
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Elizabeth Ann Jacobs
Yorke & Jacqueline Jacobson
John* & Nancy Jalonen
Robin & Ginny Jaquith
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Bruce M. Jewett
Mrs. Mary Jopé
Mac & Mary Jordan
Sally Jordan
Dr. Devorah Joseph 

in memory of Irving Joseph
Lilli Kalis M.D.
William* & Margaret Kaplan
Dick & Sherry Karrenbrock
Lawrence A. Kern
Ms. Eiko Kikawada
Nelda Kilguss
Mrs. Richard Kinninger
Harleigh Thayer Knott
Diana Dollar Knowles*
Sidney* & Vivian* Konigsberg
Christine Stevens Kradjian
Charles C. Kredensor & 

Frederic S. Saunders

Herbert & Barbara Kreissler
Michael L. Kurt
Joan Kwansa
Barbara J. Lane
Judy & Donald Langley
Beverly & Richard Lavine
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Samuel Leask
Mary Lemmon
Marcia Lowell Leonhardt
John E. Leveen
Lawrence & Silvia Lin
Lisa P. Lindelef
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom
Donald R. Lipp
Jeannik Méquet Littlefield*
Allan M. Lluch
Maurice E. Loomis
Nathaniel Lopez & Jerry Orecchia*
George F. Lucas & 

Thomas Rothgiesser
Ernest N. Lutton* & Philip D. Cooper*
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence R. Lyons
Andrew F. Maguire
Cynthia & John Major
Robert G. Manette
Joseph Marino, Jr.
Deborah Marion, CPA, EA
Mrs. Thelma Marken
David Marsten
Letha Ann Martin
Evelyn S. Martinez
Anne E. Matthew
James S. Mattingly & Paul Quintilian
Florence McConnell
Michael McGinley
Ruth McManus Trust
Burt & Deedee McMurtry
Ronald & Judith McWilliams
Kerrin Knudtsen Meis
Edward Merrick
Lucinda Merrill
Carol L. Meyer*
Dorothy T. Meyer*
Ralph R. Michaelis*
Christine Miller & Gary Glaser
George M. Miller
George P. Miller & 

Walter G. Zimmerman, Jr.
Vivienne E. Miller
Dr. Judy C. Miner
Bill & Susan Mirbach
D.G. Mitchell
Sandra Mock
C. Kenneth More
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Andrew Morris
Thelma C. Morris
William O. & Susan W. Morris
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Lee Mosley*
Kathleen Much
Nancy S. Mueller
Tom & Anne Muller
Heidi Munzinger
Lorenzo Murguia, M.D.
Peter J. Musto
Vija Hovgard Nadai
Marilyn & David Nasatir

Roselee Nichols
Marie J. Niemann
Mary L. Nilan
Dante Noto
Norman* & Hillevi Null
Ms. Jan Ogren & 

Mr. Dean Watson
Commodore & Mrs. K.R. Orcutt
Sheldeen Germaine Osborne
Kathleen Dale Oscarson
Lise Deschamps Ostwald
Father David F. Pace
Thomas Pajak
Robert E.* & Jeraldine M. Palazzi
Barbara H. Paley
The Estate of Edith Palmer
John Merola Papa*
Mrs. Verna Parino
Miss Virginia Patterson
Carol Potter Peckham
Anette Penner
David & Gail Perin
Cinda & Spence Perry
Dame Donna Petersen
John* & Maria Pitcairn
Katherine Plummer*
Mrs. Jan Popper
Roger & Deborah Potash
Karen L. Burtness Prak & 

Jan Willem L. Prak
Janet & Michael Quartaroli
Robert E. Rabourn
Cynthia & Terry Ramseyer
Thomas R. Ranweiler
William D. Rasdal
Alan & Nancy Raznick
Glenn H. Reid
Keith W. & Marjorie Riley
Richard* & Jean Ringe
Kathryn E. Ringgold
Dr. & Mrs. C. Stewart Ritchie
L. Ronn Robbins
Rusty Rolland
Gerald B. Rosenstein
Elizabeth Boardman Ross
James Ross
Karl Ruppenthal* & Jo Maxon
Louise A. Russell
Bob & Terri Ryan
Philip Mark Ryan
Carol* & Jordan Sachs
Mrs. John M. Sanderson
Ilse Sauerwald*
Michael & Gini Savage
Betsey Schneider
Marilyn G. Seiberling
Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
Cynthia B. Selfridge
Christine Selle
James & Connie Shapiro
Carolyn Shaw
Dorothy Nedine Shaw*
John J. Shearer*
Mrs. Carter Parrish Sherlin
R. Kendall Sherrill
Jim & Mai Shields
Ruth A. Short
John Shott
Robert Shultz

* deceased
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Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Ms. Joan M. Silva
Barbara Silverberg
Derek* & Stephanie Smith
Dr. Lorraine E. Smith
Dr. Virginia B. Smith*
Kenneth & Joanne Snow
Steven Souza & Therese Souza
Mrs. Charles Spalding
Robert L. Speer & John Wong
Lynda Spence
Gail Andersen Stark
The Honorable & Mrs. Wm. D. Stein
Eric Stevens
James R. Stockton
Merna Strassner
Julie Swartz*
Amy Tan & Louis De Mattei
Jack E. Teeters
Dr. Sam Thal
Mrs. Betty S. Toy*
Barbara L. Traisman
Michael E. Tully
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Tunnell
Suzanne E. Turley & William R. Jackson
Mr.* & Mrs. Paul A. Tuttle
Florence E. Twyman
Yvonne Upsher
Gloria Valair
Mr. & Mrs. Willard E. Vernon
Shirley Wilson Victor
Albert J. Vizinho
Eunice L. Vogel
Garry Waba
Dr. Bradford W. Wade
Maxine D. Wallace (1921–2011)*
Katherine G. Wallin
Barbara M. Ward
Ramona Wascher
Rosalie V. Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Webster
Mitzie Naff Weiner
Maurice & Gale Weir
Ronald & Emely Weissman
George White
Josephine P. Wiik, R.N.
Miles* & Virginia Willard
S. Grace Williams
Marcia E. Wolfe
Bonnie Woodworth
Sylvia Stein Wright
Joan F. Yates
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Yoerg
Mr. S. Shariq Yosufzai & Mr. Brian E. James
Rev. & Mrs. Paul H. Young, Jr.
William T. Zaumen
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Mr.* & Mrs. Stephen A. Zellerbach
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz
Stephen & Connie Zilles
Diane & Michael ZumBrunnen
Anonymous (53) * deceased

BEL CANTO LEGACy SOCIETy
continued

Legacy Gifts Received

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA ASSOCIATION honors the memory of the following patrons whose vision and generosity have provided significant
support through bequests and other legacy gifts received between august 1, 2012 to august 10, 2013.

Katherine adams
randolph G. Baier
andrew J. Bellotti
Fritzi Benesch
Marion Zimmer Bradley
nancy ann curran

The claude cypra 
Family Trust

Ms. Leonie Darwin
Philip M. eisenberg
Stewart G. Graham
Flora Greenhoot
richard B. Gump

Mary Grace harris
Winchell T. hayward
Keith J. Isaacson
Vicki M. Jaffee
Diana Dollar Knowles
carol L. Meyer 
Dorothy T. Meyer

ralph r. Michaelis
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr.
Lee Mosley
John Merola Papa
robert B. richert
Ilse Sauerwald
Dorothy nedine Shaw

Julie Swartz
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis
Thomas D. Wickens
elizabeth Wild

We’re Opera Stars!
“Watching ample women sing too long!” That’s how opera struck Nina
Gruen as a child. But she changed her mind years later when she and her
husband, Claude, saw Eugene Onegin in Vienna. This time “it was love at
first sight,” and that love has only grown during their years of attending
San Francisco Opera. “how lucky we are to have one of the world’s great
opera companies at our doorstep. Our legacy
gift helps guarantee that the Company will be
there for future couples – when they too fall
in love with opera.”

Nina & Claude Gruen
15-year patrons and proud 

Bel Canto Legacy Society members

you can join Nina, Claude, and 440 other Bel Canto Legacy
Society members to ensure a strong, lasting future for the
Company. To learn how, contact Mark Jones, our legacy-giving
specialist, at (415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com. 
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LEADERShIP CIRCLE
$1,000,000 anD aBOVe

Andrew J. Bellotti*
Mr. & Mrs. William K. Bowes, Jr.
Columbia Foundation
Ray & Dagmar Dolby
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Mr. & Mrs. James Heagy
The William Randolph Hearst

Foundation
The William & Flora Hewlett

Foundation
Francesca Deering Howe Estate
The Hume Family
Dora Donner Ide Estate
Barbara K. Jackson
Burgess & Elizabeth Jamieson 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Bradford Jeffries
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Diana Dollar Knowles
Mrs. Edmund W. Littlefield
Lorry I. Lokey
Dr. Jesse F. Minnis, Jr. Estate
National Endowment for the Arts
Bernard Osher Foundation
In memory of Frank D. Stout
Lorna Talbot Estate
Mrs. Paul L. Wattis Estate
Patricia Yakutis Estate
Anonymous (1)

COMPOSERS CIRCLE
$500,000 TO $999,999
Mai G. Coggin Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Francis Goldsmith Trust
Richard B. Gump Estate
Mr. & Mrs. David Packard
Jefferson Peyser Estate
K. Hart Smith Estate
Harry J. Wagner Estate

LIBRETTISTS CIRCLE
$250,000 TO $499,999
Anita Uhl Brothers Estate
Ms. Ginger Dostrow*
Phyllis Edwards Estate
Dr. Maurice Eliaser, Jr. Estate

in memory of 
Stella & Maurice Eliaser

Roberta Empey Estate
Dr. Samuel C. Hughes Estate
James Irvine Foundation

in honor of Myron Du Bain

R. Earl Robinson Fund
Ruth C. Samson Estate
Claudia Stoop Estate
Earl H. Teass Trust
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic

CONDuCTORS CIRCLE
$100,000 TO $249,999
Mr.* & Mrs. John M. Bryan
Chevron USA
Mrs. Sheldon Cooper Estate

in memory of 
Robert Watt Miller

Valerie & Paul Crane Dorfman
Ms. Leonie Darwin 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Draper, III
Robert F. Ewing
Derek M. Fairman Estate
Charles D. Field Estate
R. Gwin Follis Foundation
William W. Godward
Mr. & Mrs. William Hamm III
Hewlett-Packard Company
Holmes Foundation
Hugh Keenan Estate
Donald Khulke Trust
Evelyn Lorenz Estate
Mary Lorenz
Emily Prettyman Lowell Estate
Russell J. Mays 1994 Trust
Ralph R. Michaelis Estate
Alicia H. McEvoy Estate
Lucile C. Monteagle Estate
Robert McAlpin Moore
Barbara V. Morse Estate
Milton J. Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Mr. & Mrs. George Otto
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rigg
Keith W. & Marjorie J. Riley
Gerald B. Rosenstein
Lurline B. Roth Charity Foundation
Ruth Sanderson Estate
Ilse Sauerwald 
James H. Schwabacher Estate
Eunice B. J. Senderman Estate
Prof. Kurt Servos Estate
Edward Meade Smith Estate
Nellie D. Stephens Estate
Alice Vincilione
Carole Wagner Estate
Barbara M. Ward & 

The Honorable Roy L. Wonder
Whitney Warren Estate
Karyl Lynn Kopelman Zietz

DIVAS CIRCLE
$50,000 TO $99,999
Marguerite Arends Estate
Gertrude Baker Trust
Bank of America Foundation
Katherine R. Blyth Estate
Frank A. Campini Foundation
Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc.
Del Monte Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Dewey Donnell
Fireman’s Fund American

Foundation
Fleishhacker Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Fromm
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund
William G. Gilmore Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Harris
Marco P. Hellerman Estate
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw Estate
Hewlett-Packard Foundation
Marian Prentice Huntington Estate
Joan J. Jacobs
Effiellen Jeffries Estate
G. William Jewell Estate
Sidney & Vivian Konigsberg
Edith Koshland Estate
M.E. Lorenz Estate
McBean Family Foundation
Florence N. Mel Estate
The Hon. & Mrs. William Orrick, Jr.
Ailsa C. Pender Estate
Janet L. Pynch Estate
James D. Robertson
Earl Robinson Estate
Mrs. William P. Roth
Violetta Sharpe Estate
Syntex Corporation
Donald & Rachel Valentine
Carole Wagner Estate
Crown Zellerbach Foundation
Harold & Doris Zellerbach
Harold L. Zellerbach Estate

ARTISTS & MuSICIANS
CIRCLE
$25,000 TO $49,999
Dr. John Alden Fund
Fritzi Benesch 
Marjorie B. Bonthrone Trust
George Bowles
Chrissie B. Breedlove 
Nancy W. Bridgwater Estate
Broadway-Hale Stores
Mrs. Harry F. Camp

Meyer M. Camp
Ms. Annette Campbell-White &

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Philip Carlson Estate
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Dedo
Edward P. Eassa Trust
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Edwards
Sidney M. Ehrman Estate
David B. Felch Estate
Barbara Marie Fontaine Estate
Hilda Gard Trust
Frank Gerbode
Eleanor Guilford
Vija Hovgard
William S. & Vivienne Howe

Estate
Mrs. Frederick Kohlenberg
Betty Ford Lingo —

The Cerimon Fund
Russell J. Matthias Estate
Diana L. McClure Estate
Naomi Maryann McHugh Estate
Morris Trust
Louisette C. Murdoch Estate
Agda Eleonora Olson Estate
Pacific Lighting Corporation
Pacific Telesis
Christopher Page 1985 Trust
Deborah Pentz Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Louis A. Petri
Agnes D. Porter Estate
Retail Dry Goods Association of 

San Francisco
R.C. Samson Estate
Casey L. Scott
Dr. A. Jess Shenson
Emmett G. Solomon
Lynda Spence
Wells Fargo Bank
Anonymous (1)

ARTISTS & MuSICIANS
CIRCLE
$10,000 TO $24,999
Nerzig Apkarian Estate
Roy Backus Estate
Mr. J. P. Barger
Muriel C. Barnett Estate
John L. Blake
Miss Louise Boyd Estate
Florence W. Bruce
Neil Buckley Estate
Roy Cadenasso Estate
Robert W. Cahill Estate

Lillian Miller Carlson 
Memorial Fund

Francis & Lainee Chen
Edward J. Clark
B. B. Cohen Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Coughlin
Ruth Hiene Dahl Estate
Charles & Dorothy Davis
Helen Dennis Estate
Di Giorgio Foundation
DWD Foundation
Richard J. Elkus
Richard Everett
Rich ard Farley Estate
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Field
Tully M. Friedman
Robert Gallo
Lewis W. Hale Estate
Mrs. Griffith Henshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben W. Hills
David R. Hyman Estate
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
William R. & Nancy Ely Kales
Ruth Kaufman Estate
Jesse Koshland
Grover Magnin Estate
Matson Navigation Company
Anne E. Matthew
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Moller
Diane L. Morris
Kathleen Dale Oscarson
Thelma C. Owen Estate
Marion  Stuart Parker Estate
Kathleen R. Poer Estate
Ruth Prager Estate
Siegfried B. Puknat Estate
Mrs. John P. Renshaw
Alfred Sbarboro Estate
Dr. Robert R. Schmidt Estate
Carolyn Shaw
Mary Shoch
Jack D. Soldate Estate
Muriel McKevitt Sonné
Mrs. F. J. Thomas Tilton
Sarah Tilton & Lawrence Low
Henry F. Trione
Tallant Tubbs Estate
Constance Tydeman
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Vernon
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks Walker, Jr.
Marie Welch West Est ate
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wetzel
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer Wheaton
James Wilson Estate
Anonymous (1)

To be the most exciting force in the opera world, the company needs
your long-term commitment and support. We honor those whose
endowment contributions since 1972 have helped ensure that our
tradition of excellence continues. consider adding your name to this list
by making a current or legacy gift of $10,000 or more to the company’s
endowment. To learn more, contact Mark Jones, Director of endowment
and Legacy Giving, at (415) 565-3206 or mjones@sfopera.com.

A Force for the Future

NAMED FuNDS
The following named endowment funds help ensure that
the company will remain an exciting force in the opera
world for decades to come.

William randolph hearst young artists Fund
Francesca Deering howe Principal artist Fund
caroline h. hume Music Director Fund
Burgess & elizabeth Jamieson Fund
Pitch & cathie Johnson Student Ticket Fund
edmund W. & Jeannik Méquet Littlefield Fund
Bernard Osher endowment Fund
Madeleine h. russell night at the Opera Fund
Thomas Tilton Production Fund
Phyllis c. Wattis Opera Fund
Phyllis c. Wattis Opera Fund for new Productions
Patricia yakutis endowment Fund

ENDOWMENT FUND
The

* deceased
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Adobe Systems, inc.
Agilent Technologies

Alexander & Baldwin Foundation
American Express Foundation
Apple Matching Gifts Program

Applera Charitable
AT&T

Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
Bank of the West 

Employee Match Program
Barclays Global investors

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC

BlackRock
Bosendorfer, Las Vegas
C.L.B.i. investment inc.

Cadence Design Systems, inc.
Charles Schwab & Company

Chevron
Clorox Company

Computer Associates intl. inc.
ConocoPhillips

David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Dodge & Cox

Dolby Laboratories
DST Systems, inc.

Electronic Arts OutrEAch
Eli Lilly & Company Foundation

Emerson Electric Company
Engineering Design & Testing Corp

Esurance inc.
Expedia.com

ExxonMobil Foundation
Forest Laboratories, inc.

Franklin Templeton investments
Gap Foundation

Gartner
GE Foundation
Genentech, inc.
Global impact

Google
Greater horizons

hewlett-Packard Company
iBM Corporation

intel involved Matching Grant
Program/Jk Group
intuit Foundation

James irvine Foundation
Jk Group Trustees for Visa international

John Wiley & Sons, inc.
Johnson & Johnson

JPMorgan Chase & Co
Juniper Networks

kaiser Permanente
koret Foundation

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Levi Strauss Foundation

Macquarie Securities (uSA) inc.
Macy’s, inc.

McAfee
Mckesson Corporation

Merck Partnership for Giving
Merrill Lynch & Company, inc.

Microsoft Corporation
Millipore Corporate Giving Program

Monsanto Fund
Morgan Stanley

Motorola Solutions Foundation

Neiman Marcus Group 
Matching Gift Program

Norcal Mutual insurance Co.
NViDiA
OCLC

Odyssey Reinsurance Company
Oracle Corporation

Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
S.h. Cowell Foundation

Salesforce.com inc.
SAP Matching Gift Program

Sierra health Foundation
Sophie & Arthur Brody Foundation

Sun Microsystems, inc.
The Amgen Foundation
The Boeing Company

The Capital Group Companies
The Prudential Foundation

The William and Flora hewlett
Foundation

Tyco
uBS Matching Gift Program
unilever united States, inc.

union Bank
Verizon Foundation
Visa Givingstation

ViSA uSA
Wachovia Securities, LLC

Willis Lease Finance Corporation
yahoo! inc

M AT C H I N G  G I F T S
MANy CoMpANies ANd FouNdATioNs MATCH eMployee GiFTs To ArTs ANd CulTurAl

iNsTiTuTioNs. MAxiMize THe iMpACT oF your supporT—MAke your MATCHiNG GiFT TodAy!

If your company matches charitable gifts, your donation may be doubled each season, and you may be entitled to
additional benefits at your matched level of giving. contact your company’s employee Benefits Department to inquire
about this opportunity. In most cases, all you have to do is complete a matching gift form and send it to San Francisco
Opera Matching Gifts, Development Office, 301 Van ness avenue, San Francisco, california 94102, or call the
Development Department at (415) 565-3212. We’ll take care of the rest! San Francisco Opera extends its deepest
appreciation to the following organizations that have made contributions through their matching gifts programs.
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MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM

OFFICERS
Jayne C. Davis, Chairman

Donna L. Blacker, President
Patrick Wilken, Immediate Past President

The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins, Vice President
Blanche Germain Streeter, Vice President

Mary Sue Bizzarri, Treasurer
Dr. Joan B. Kelly, Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS
Mrs. Starr Bruce (1957–1962)

James H. Schwabacher (1962–1991)
Dr. A. Jess Shenson (1991–1995)

Jayne Davis (1995–1999)
Rusty Rolland (1999–2003)

David S. Hugle (2003–2007)
Patrick Wilken (2007–2011)

$35,000 & ABOVE
FOUNDATIONS
Al Garren Fund
Karl & Alice Ruppenthal

Foundation for the Arts

CORPORATIONS
Deloitte*
San Francisco Opera Association*

$20,000–$34,999
FOUNDATIONS
Bernard Osher Foundation
Frances K. & Charles D. Field

Foundation

GOVERNMENT
National Endowment for the Arts

INDIVIDUALS
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Mike & Rusty Rolland

$10,000–$19,999
FOUNDATIONS
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson

Foundation
Rusty Rolland & the Schick Foundation
Wallis Foundation

CORPORATION
Culinary Excellence*

INDIVIDUALS
Ms. Eloise Bouye
Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. John Lee
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg*
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein
In Memory of Cameron Waterman III

$5,000–$9,999
FOUNDATIONS
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston, 

The Shenson Foundation 
in memory of Ben & A. Jess Shenson

The Ross McKee Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild 

East Bay Chapter

CORPORATIONS
Anderson & Poole, P.C.*
Red Carpet Bay Area*
Russian Hill*

INDIVIDUALS
Darla & Richard Bastoni
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Mary & Tom Foote
Mr. R. David Freeman & 

Mrs. Virginia Freeman
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
James Heagy 

in memory of Janey Heagy
Mr. Steve Heiman & 

Ms. Diane Sanchez Heiman
Dr. & Mrs. I Craig Henderson
Ms. Harriet Heyman & 

Mr. Michael Moritz
Norman T. Larson
Ellen & Laura Michelson
Thomas E. Morton & Anne L. Morton
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Mary Stevens Riley
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Bob & Terri Ryan
Natalie O. Shuttleworth*
Dr. David D. Stein & 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner’
Mr. Patrick J. Summers
Mrs. Anita Weissberg
Susan York

$2,000–$4,999
FOUNDATIONS
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation, Inc.

Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Kia Ora Foundation
Opera Standees Association
Raymond Family Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Peninsula Chapter
San Jose Opera Guild
The Sequoia Trust

CORPORATIONS
Breathless Wines*
Uncle Yu’s at Livermore

INDIVIDUALS
Masha Archer*
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip B. Beck
Mrs. Peter H. Black
Ms. Brooke Bourland
Ms. Birgit Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clark
Maureen Clarke
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
Mr. Michael Colbruno
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins & 

Mr. Leonard Collins
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin
Dr. James Tristan Cross
John & Lois Crowe
Mrs. Mary A. Culp
Dr. & Mrs. Roy L. Curry
Dr. Lisa Danzig
Peggy & Reid Dennis 
Robert & Linda Dunn
Mr. Richard Elliott*
Ms. Susan English & Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Eschbach
Mr. Thomas E. Foutch
Mrs. Ronald Gray
Michael Alexander Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Greer & Thayer Hopkins
Mrs. Dana T. Horner
Mr. David S. Hugle
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & 

Mr. David Laudon
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey
John & Bernice Lindstrom

Mrs. Edmund Littlefield
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid
Dr. Myron Marx
Josephine Maxon
Mr. Paul May & Mr. Frank Stein
Patrick McCabe
Chris McCrum
James R. Meehan
Jennifer & David Miller
Mr. Robert B. Mison
D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Mr. Milton Mosk & Mr. Thomas Foutch
James A. Noe III
Mr. Paul D. Nordine
Ms. Patricia Nottingham
Anna & Frank Pope
Hiroko Prather
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Robbins/Cullen Family
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross
Elli & Joe Sax
Miss Dorothy Schimke
Ruth A. Short
Dr. J. H. Silveira
Ms. Molly Starr
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter
Robert & Lynn Sullivan
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome D. Swalen
Ms. Suzanne Turley
Bruce & Fran Walker
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz*
Mr. Patrick Wilken
Mrs. Alfred Wilsey
Ms. Faye Wilson
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler
Stephen & Connie Zilles

$1,000–$1,999
FOUNDATIONS
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

CORPORATIONS
elizabethW San Francisco*
First Republic Bank
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco*
Frank Ancona*
San Francisco Zoological Society*
VGS Chateau Potelle Winery*

INDIVIDUALS
Nina K. Auerbach, MD
Helen Berggruen
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri
Ms. Lucia Bogatay
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Burkhard
Mr. Martin S. Checov & Mr. Timothy J. Bause
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean
Miss Gloria DeHart
Keith Doerge
Ms. Christine Doyle & Mr. Michael Yessik
Ms. Donna Dubinsky & Mr. Len Shustek
Mr. Frank L. Ellsworth 
Mr. Peter Felleman
Ms. Sandra Gale
Ms. Pamela George
Anne P. Gray
Bruce & Inta Hasenkamp
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hobson
Ms. Susan Hone
Mr. Robert Jacoby
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Dr. Israel Katz
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman
Mr. Robert Kavanaugh & Ms. Dale Robards
Ms. Nelda Kilguss
Dr. Marion R. Kramer
Mr. Lorrin G. Kroska
Ms. Mary Lewis
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly
Eve & Niall Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
Mr. Stanley Michael & Mr. John Churchwell
Mrs. Albert J. Moorman
Mrs. Pamela Murdock
David & Marilyn Nasatir
Mr. Haggai Niv
Robert & Carol Parvin
Ms. Susan K. Prather
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Renne
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Jeannie Sack
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Schafer
Drs. Milton and Sondra Schlesinger
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Schmidt
Mr. Martin Schoell
Ms. Elena Servi
Dr. and Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson
Dr. and Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Weeman, Jr.
Ms. Shirley Woo and Mr. David Rosenfeld
Anonymous

* full or partial in-kind donation

DIRECTORS
Jane Burkhard

Barbara Bruser Clark
Carlyn Clause

Michael Colbruno
Hugh J. Coughlin

Dr. James Tristan Cross
Helga Curry

Dr. Lisa Danzig
Edward N. Eschbach

R. David Freeman
Mary Henderson

Susan Hone
Dana Turkington Horner

David S. Hugle

Robert B. Jacoby
Sylvia R. Lindsey

John W. Lindstrom
Lindsay MacDermid

Dr. Myron Marx
Stanley J. Michael III

Robert B. Mison
Thomas E. Morton
James A. Noe III

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg
Dale Robards

Juliette Robbins
Rusty Rolland

Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Dr. David D. Stein

Dr. W. Conrad Sweeting
Anita Weissberg

Susan York

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
Peggy Dennis

Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Mrs. Jane R. Le Roux
Harriet Meyer Quarré

Mary Stevens Riley
Gerald B. Rosenstein

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations and corporations for their generous gifts
totaling $1,000 or more and made between October 1, 2012, and August 15, 2013, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 565-6427, e-mail mop@sfopera.com, or visit our website at www.merola.org.

THE MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM is dedicated to the continuing education and professional training of the finest young operatic talent and
the development of this talent into professional opera singers, coaches and stage directors of the highest artistic caliber. Merola operates in
close artistic collaboration with San Francisco Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, governed by a separate board of directors.
Merola is responsible for its own fundraising, primarily from loyal members and foundations. 

Young artists participating in Merola’s intensive training program benefit from its association with San Francisco Opera, often returning to
appear on the main stage. In any given season, over 30% of all San Francisco Opera roles, including cover roles, are performed by former
Merola artists. Graduates of the Merola Opera Program include Joyce DiDonato, Susan Graham, Thomas Hampson, Anna Netrebko, Patricia
Racette, John Relyea, Patrick Summers, Ruth Ann Swenson, Carol Vaness, Rolando Villazon, Deborah Voigt and Dolora Zajick. 

Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at www.merola.org. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director

Dan Meagher, Marketing Director
Tracy Grant,

Director of Foundation, 
Corporate & Government Relations

Christine Frank, Controller
Miriam Rosenfeld,

Donor Relations & Events Manager
Kelly Sepich

Marketing, Public Relations &
Events Associate

Karen Ames
Communications Consultant

Lisa Yu
Part-time Accountant

ADMINISTRATION
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MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM

OFFICERS
Jayne C. Davis, Chairman

Donna L. Blacker, President
Patrick Wilken, Immediate Past President

The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins, Vice President
Blanche Germain Streeter, Vice President

Mary Sue Bizzarri, Treasurer
Dr. Joan B. Kelly, Secretary

PAST PRESIDENTS
Mrs. Starr Bruce (1957–1962)

James H. Schwabacher (1962–1991)
Dr. A. Jess Shenson (1991–1995)

Jayne Davis (1995–1999)
Rusty Rolland (1999–2003)

David S. Hugle (2003–2007)
Patrick Wilken (2007–2011)

$35,000 & ABOVE
FOUNDATIONS
Al Garren Fund
Karl & Alice Ruppenthal

Foundation for the Arts

CORPORATIONS
Deloitte*
San Francisco Opera Association*

$20,000–$34,999
FOUNDATIONS
Bernard Osher Foundation
Frances K. & Charles D. Field

Foundation

GOVERNMENT
National Endowment for the Arts

INDIVIDUALS
Nordin & Donna Blacker
Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Mike & Rusty Rolland

$10,000–$19,999
FOUNDATIONS
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
The Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
The Henry W. & Nettie Robinson

Foundation
Rusty Rolland & the Schick Foundation
Wallis Foundation

CORPORATION
Culinary Excellence*

INDIVIDUALS
Ms. Eloise Bouye
Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. John Lee
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Drs. Richard & Pamela Rigg*
Ms. Amy Roth & Mr. Robert Epstein
In Memory of Cameron Waterman III

$5,000–$9,999
FOUNDATIONS
Il Cenacolo Italian Cultural Club
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston, 

The Shenson Foundation 
in memory of Ben & A. Jess Shenson

The Ross McKee Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild 

East Bay Chapter

CORPORATIONS
Anderson & Poole, P.C.*
Red Carpet Bay Area*
Russian Hill*

INDIVIDUALS
Darla & Richard Bastoni
Ms. Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Tim Dattels & Kristine Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Mary & Tom Foote
Mr. R. David Freeman & 

Mrs. Virginia Freeman
Miss Ursula Grunfeld
James Heagy 

in memory of Janey Heagy
Mr. Steve Heiman & 

Ms. Diane Sanchez Heiman
Dr. & Mrs. I Craig Henderson
Ms. Harriet Heyman & 

Mr. Michael Moritz
Norman T. Larson
Ellen & Laura Michelson
Thomas E. Morton & Anne L. Morton
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Mary Stevens Riley
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Bob & Terri Ryan
Natalie O. Shuttleworth*
Dr. David D. Stein & 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner’
Mr. Patrick J. Summers
Mrs. Anita Weissberg
Susan York

$2,000–$4,999
FOUNDATIONS
The Mervyn L. Brenner Foundation, Inc.

Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Kia Ora Foundation
Opera Standees Association
Raymond Family Foundation
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Peninsula Chapter
San Jose Opera Guild
The Sequoia Trust

CORPORATIONS
Breathless Wines*
Uncle Yu’s at Livermore

INDIVIDUALS
Masha Archer*
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip B. Beck
Mrs. Peter H. Black
Ms. Brooke Bourland
Ms. Birgit Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Clark
Maureen Clarke
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
Mr. Michael Colbruno
The Hon. Marie Bertillion Collins & 

Mr. Leonard Collins
Mr. Hugh J. Coughlin
Dr. James Tristan Cross
John & Lois Crowe
Mrs. Mary A. Culp
Dr. & Mrs. Roy L. Curry
Dr. Lisa Danzig
Peggy & Reid Dennis 
Robert & Linda Dunn
Mr. Richard Elliott*
Ms. Susan English & Mr. Michael Kalkstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Eschbach
Mr. Thomas E. Foutch
Mrs. Ronald Gray
Michael Alexander Harrison & 

Susan Graham Harrison
Greer & Thayer Hopkins
Mrs. Dana T. Horner
Mr. David S. Hugle
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly
Mr. Randall E. Laroche & 

Mr. David Laudon
Dr. & Mrs. John Lavorgna
Ms. Sylvia R. Lindsey
John & Bernice Lindstrom

Mrs. Edmund Littlefield
Jean & Lindsay MacDermid
Dr. Myron Marx
Josephine Maxon
Mr. Paul May & Mr. Frank Stein
Patrick McCabe
Chris McCrum
James R. Meehan
Jennifer & David Miller
Mr. Robert B. Mison
D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Mr. Milton Mosk & Mr. Thomas Foutch
James A. Noe III
Mr. Paul D. Nordine
Ms. Patricia Nottingham
Anna & Frank Pope
Hiroko Prather
Mr. Glenn H. Reid
Robbins/Cullen Family
Mrs. Barbara J. Ross
Elli & Joe Sax
Miss Dorothy Schimke
Ruth A. Short
Dr. J. H. Silveira
Ms. Molly Starr
Ms. Blanche Germain Streeter
Robert & Lynn Sullivan
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome D. Swalen
Ms. Suzanne Turley
Bruce & Fran Walker
Mrs. Carol A. Weitz*
Mr. Patrick Wilken
Mrs. Alfred Wilsey
Ms. Faye Wilson
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler
Stephen & Connie Zilles

$1,000–$1,999
FOUNDATIONS
Joyce & William Brantman Foundation
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

CORPORATIONS
elizabethW San Francisco*
First Republic Bank
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco*
Frank Ancona*
San Francisco Zoological Society*
VGS Chateau Potelle Winery*

INDIVIDUALS
Nina K. Auerbach, MD
Helen Berggruen
Maurice & Mary Sue Bizzarri
Ms. Lucia Bogatay
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin C. Britton
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Burkhard
Mr. Martin S. Checov & Mr. Timothy J. Bause
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Dean
Miss Gloria DeHart
Keith Doerge
Ms. Christine Doyle & Mr. Michael Yessik
Ms. Donna Dubinsky & Mr. Len Shustek
Mr. Frank L. Ellsworth 
Mr. Peter Felleman
Ms. Sandra Gale
Ms. Pamela George
Anne P. Gray
Bruce & Inta Hasenkamp
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hobson
Ms. Susan Hone
Mr. Robert Jacoby
Franklin & Catherine Johnson
Dr. Israel Katz
Mrs. Jeannie Kaufman
Mr. Robert Kavanaugh & Ms. Dale Robards
Ms. Nelda Kilguss
Dr. Marion R. Kramer
Mr. Lorrin G. Kroska
Ms. Mary Lewis
Mrs. Nancy Donnell Lilly
Eve & Niall Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. J. Patterson McBaine
Mr. Stanley Michael & Mr. John Churchwell
Mrs. Albert J. Moorman
Mrs. Pamela Murdock
David & Marilyn Nasatir
Mr. Haggai Niv
Robert & Carol Parvin
Ms. Susan K. Prather
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Renne
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Jeannie Sack
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Schafer
Drs. Milton and Sondra Schlesinger
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Schmidt
Mr. Martin Schoell
Ms. Elena Servi
Dr. and Mrs. Jon F. Sigurdson
Dr. and Mrs. W. Conrad Sweeting
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Weeman, Jr.
Ms. Shirley Woo and Mr. David Rosenfeld
Anonymous

* full or partial in-kind donation

DIRECTORS
Jane Burkhard

Barbara Bruser Clark
Carlyn Clause

Michael Colbruno
Hugh J. Coughlin

Dr. James Tristan Cross
Helga Curry

Dr. Lisa Danzig
Edward N. Eschbach

R. David Freeman
Mary Henderson

Susan Hone
Dana Turkington Horner

David S. Hugle

Robert B. Jacoby
Sylvia R. Lindsey

John W. Lindstrom
Lindsay MacDermid

Dr. Myron Marx
Stanley J. Michael III

Robert B. Mison
Thomas E. Morton
James A. Noe III

Dr. Pamela Zell Rigg
Dale Robards

Juliette Robbins
Rusty Rolland

Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Dr. David D. Stein

Dr. W. Conrad Sweeting
Anita Weissberg

Susan York

EMERITUS DIRECTORS
Peggy Dennis

Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Mrs. Jane R. Le Roux
Harriet Meyer Quarré

Mary Stevens Riley
Gerald B. Rosenstein

We extend our sincere appreciation to all donors and acknowledge the following individuals, foundations and corporations for their generous gifts
totaling $1,000 or more and made between October 1, 2012, and August 15, 2013, in support of the Merola Opera Program. For more information
about supporting the Merola Opera Program, please contact (415) 565-6427, e-mail mop@sfopera.com, or visit our website at www.merola.org.

THE MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM is dedicated to the continuing education and professional training of the finest young operatic talent and
the development of this talent into professional opera singers, coaches and stage directors of the highest artistic caliber. Merola operates in
close artistic collaboration with San Francisco Opera but is an independent nonprofit organization, governed by a separate board of directors.
Merola is responsible for its own fundraising, primarily from loyal members and foundations. 

Young artists participating in Merola’s intensive training program benefit from its association with San Francisco Opera, often returning to
appear on the main stage. In any given season, over 30% of all San Francisco Opera roles, including cover roles, are performed by former
Merola artists. Graduates of the Merola Opera Program include Joyce DiDonato, Susan Graham, Thomas Hampson, Anna Netrebko, Patricia
Racette, John Relyea, Patrick Summers, Ruth Ann Swenson, Carol Vaness, Rolando Villazon, Deborah Voigt and Dolora Zajick. 

Merola is the future of opera. Please visit us at www.merola.org. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Kellogg, Executive Director

Dan Meagher, Marketing Director
Tracy Grant,

Director of Foundation, 
Corporate & Government Relations

Christine Frank, Controller
Miriam Rosenfeld,

Donor Relations & Events Manager
Kelly Sepich

Marketing, Public Relations &
Events Associate

Karen Ames
Communications Consultant

Lisa Yu
Part-time Accountant

ADMINISTRATION
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CORPORATE MATCHING GIFT DONORS
Adobe Systems Incorporated
American Express Gift Matching

Program

AT&T Foundation
BankAmerica Foundation
Chevron U.S.A., Inc.

Genentech
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
IBM Foundation

McKesson Corporation
Millipore Corporation
Motorola

Sun Microsystems, Inc.
Time Warner Matching Grants Program
Union Bank of California

MEROLA LEGACY SOCIETY
The Merola Legacy Society honors those who have included Merola Opera Program in their will, trust or other estate plans. For more information on how
you can support Merola Opera Program through your estate planning, please call (415) 565-6427.

Mrs. Barbara Adams
Mrs. Judith Anderson
Mrs. John Anderton
Ms. Wilma Avery
Kathleen H. Barr
Ms. Eloise Bouye
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Bowen
In Memory of George (Troy) Browman

& his Living Partner J. Gerald Gagnon
Mr. Donald Buhman
Mr. Allen Chamness
Mr. Russell P. Chappell
Ms. Donna Chazen
Ms. Carlyn Clause & 

Mr. Alexander L. Brainerd
Mr. Michael Colbruno
Mrs. Charles Cornman

Mr. Gerald F. Currier & 
Mr. Cleveland M. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Peter W. Davis
Mrs. Thelma Dry
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Dwelly
Mr. Robert F. Ewing & 

Mr. Cesar L. De Joya, Jr.
Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Mary & Tom Foote
Mario Fracchia
Mrs. William M. Friede
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Friedman
Ms. Magda Gabali
Mr. Louis B. Gagliardi
Mrs. Rolf Gille
Tracy Grant
Miss Doris Grau

Miss Ursula Grunfeld
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Gurley
James Heagy 

in memory of Janey Heagy
Tom Houran & Bill Medigovich
Mr. David S. Hugle
Barbara K. Jackson
Ms. Elizabeth A. Jacobs
Ms. Dagmar L. Jamison
Ms. Joanie Juster
Dr. Lilli Kalis
Mr. Louis A. Koffman
Mr. Ken Kolby
Mrs. Barbara F. Kral
Herbert & Barbara Graham Kreissler
Ms. Joan Shelbourne Kwansa
Mr. Frank S. Lanier

Ms. Mary Lewis
Bernice Gucker Lindstrom
Ms. Norrine L. Marchegiani-Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Mardesich
Ms. Denise E. Mauldin
Ms. Christine Miller
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
D. G. Mitchell
Cathy & Howard Moreland
Ms. Thelma Morris
Mr. Albert L. Mosher
Mr. Milton Mosk & 

Mr. Thomas Foutch
Mr. Carroll J. Newbanks
Ms. Marie J. Niemann
Mr. Haggai Niv
Mr. Carl Noelke

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. O’Hanlon
Ms. Brenda Osborne
Ms. Sheldeen G. Osborne & 

Mr. Steven E. Tirrell
Ms. Verna Parino
Robert & Carol Parvin
Mr. Robert Robertson
Mike & Rusty Rolland
Mr. Gerald B. Rosenstein
Ms. Louise A. Russell
Mr. & Mrs. John Ryckman
Jeannie Sack
Ms. Marilyn G. Seiberling
Ms. Jean A. Sherlin
Natalie O. Shuttleworth
Mr. & Mrs. David Sloss
Ms. Sue Sommer

Ms. Nancy Soper
Dr. David D. Stein & 

Dr. Phyllis A. Kempner
Dr. Sam Thal
Miss Carol Tomlinson
Mr. Hugh C. Trutton
James S. & Gayle G. Tunnell
Ms. Suzanne Turley
Mr. Albert J. Vizinho
Ms. Gladys Wagman
Mrs. Barbara Wanvig
Ms. Ann L. Williamson
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Zderic
Anonymous

The Merola Opera Program honors the memory of the following friends who have provided a legacy of support through their bequests and other planned gifts this year.
Mrs. Marjorie A. Appleton

Mr. Andrew J. Bellotti
Mrs. Marion Zimmer Bradley

Mr. Donald F. Casey
Mrs. Lonny J. Darwin
Mr. Karl Ruppenthal

Ms. Dorothy N. Shaw
Ms. Betty Toy

TRIBUTES
Merola Opera Program wishes to express its sincere appreciation to all donors who have made memorial and honorary donations between October 1, 2012 and
August 15, 2013.
IN MEMORY OF
Andrew J. Bellotti
Robert D. Burns
Zheng Cao
Gregory Carroll
Kryiakou Louis Christopher

Mrs. Lonny J. Darwin
Robert L. Dunn
Carmen Fraetis
Bob Hawes
Janey Heagy
Claudia Hecht

Theano Johnson
Edmund M. Kaufman
Dr. Charles Keyes
Jennifer Miller
Henry W. Robinson &

Nettie Robinson

Mr. James H. Schwabacher
Dorothy & Alfred Tomlinson
Cameron Waterman III

IN HONOR OF
Amici di Merola
Chris Bragg
Agnes Chan
Robert Ewing & 

Cesar De Joya

Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson
Tracy Grant
Susan Hone
Barbara K. Jackson
Jean Kellogg
Marcia Leonhardt

Silvia Lin
Miss Vivienne E. Miller
Mr. Robert B. Mison
Pamela Murdock
Dr. Pamela Rigg
Barbara Ross

Elena Servi
Paul & Mary Slawson
Patrick Summers
Turkish Opera Singers
Suzanne Turley

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM ENDOWMENT
The Merola Opera Program acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have established or support the following endowment funds, which
provide lasting tributes and generate continual support for developing the artists of the future.
Kurt Herbert Adler—Merola Endowment Fund
Amici di Merola Fund
Barab Family Trust Fund
Dr. Leland Barber & Gladys K. Barber Endowment Fund
The Anthony I. Balestrieri Endowment Fund
Richard F. Bartlett Memorial Fund
Jean E. Bennett, Jr. Fund
The Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund
John S. Brooks Memorial Fund
Florence Bruce Fund
Bruser Family Fund
Carlton F. Bryan Fund
Betty Cable Fund
Zheng Cao Opera Fund
Mai G. Coggin Endowment Fund
Cooper Endowment Fund

Reid & Peggy Dennis Endowment Fund
Grace A. Diem & Alice E. Siemons Endowment Fund
In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund
Querita Eybel Endowment Fund
Mr. & Mrs. A. Barlow Ferguson Endowment Fund
I. P. Patrick Gallagher Fund
Nicholas & Mary Ann Gannam Endowment Fund
L. Henry Garland Memorial Fund
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund
Donna Lee Grassman Memorial Fund
Gary Griffith Memorial Endowment Fund
Gropper Memorial Fund
Anneliese Gruenberg-Bremer Fund
Otto Guth Fund
Mark Haffner Apprentice Coach Fund
In Memory of James T. Heavey Fund

Elaine Henderson Endowment Fund
Heritage Fund
Vija Hovgard Endowment Fund
David S. Hugle & Haggai Niv Endowment Fund
The Jacobs Family Trust
Grace & Mildred Johnson Endowment Fund
In Memory of Peter G. Kavantjas Endowment Fund
Donald Wayne Kennedy Fund
Leona Gordon Lowin Memorial Fund
Meltzer Family Memorial Fund
Merola Members Endowment Fund
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick 

AIDS Memorial Fund
Oreste J. di Muro Endowment Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant Endowment
Mary A. Powell Career Grant Fund

In Honor of Leontyne Price Endowment Fund
Charles Rolle, M.D. Endowment Fund
Marie Louise Rosenberg Memorial Endowment Fund
Gerald S. Rosenstein Fund
Schick Memorial Fund
Eve & Henry Schlesinger Fund
The Shenson Family Fund
Claudia Stoop Memorial Fund
Blanche Thebom Trust Fund
Dickson Titus III Fund
Alma Brooks Walker Memorial Fund
Frank W. & Matilda O. Weymouth Living Trust Fund
James L. Wilson Trust Endowment Fund
In Memory of Patricia Yakutis Endowment Fund
Alma Cella Yoder Trust
Estate of Mr. William Zoller

MEROLA OPERA PROGRAM CAREER GRANTS
Merola Opera Program gratefully acknowledges the following donors who have provided special support to our young artists.

Dr. Phyllis B. Blair Career Grant—Drs. Sidney & Phyllis Blair Fund
Florence Bruce Career Grant—Mrs. Starr Bruce Endowment Fund
Jean Donnell Memorial Career Grant—In Memory of Jean Donnell Fund
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Career Grant—Mr. Richard N. Goldman Fund
Gropper Memorial Career Grant—Alfred Fromm & Otto E. Meyer, in

Memory of Dr. Angel Gropper
E. A. Haggerty Memorial Career Grant—

Larry L. Hillblom Foundation 
David S. Hugle Career Grant—Mr. David S. Hugle

Peter G. Kavantjas Career Grant—In memory of Peter G. Kavantjas
Endowment Fund

Merola Alumni Career Grant—Merola Opera Program Alumni
Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Career Grant—

Albert L. Mosher & John E. McCormick AIDS Memorial Fund
The Bernard Osher Foundation Career Grant—

The Bernard Osher Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bernhardt Poet z Memorial Career Grant—

A Friend of Merola

Mary A. Powell Career Grant—Mary A. Powell Fund
Schick Memorial Career Grant—Schick Memorial Fund
Schwabacher Family Career Grant—Mr. James H. Schwabacher
Fred M. Levin & Nancy Livingston, 

The Shenson Foundation in memory of Drs. Ben & A. Jess Shenson 
Richard Strauss Opera Career Grant—

G. William Jewell, in memory of Mr. Robert C. Silvering
Dickson Titus III C areer Grant—Dickson Titus III Fund

SPECIAL THANKS
Mark Adamo
Hadleigh Adams
Amici di Merola
Lisa Anderson
Nordin & Donna Blacker
William Burden
Timothy Cheung
John Churchwell
Marie & Leonard Collins

Jose Maria Condemi
Dr. Clifford Cranna
Roy & Helga Curry
Donald Eastman
Nikki Einfeld
Casey Finnigan
R. David & Virginia Freeman
Ann & Gordon Getty
Tracy Grant

Sheri Greenawald
Robin Guarino
Bryndon Hassman
James Heagy
Craig & Mary Henderson
David S. Hugle
Martin Katz
Peter K azaras
Drs. Joan B. & James Kelly

Daniela Mack
Lucas Meachem
Robert Mollicone
Mark Morash
Thomas L. Morton & 

Anne E. Morton
Margie & Kerry Murphy, 

DuMOL Winery
James A. Noe III

Dr. Sarah Kelly Oehler
Pene Pati
Nancy Quinn & Tom Driscoll
Renee Rapier
San Francisco Opera 

Electronic Media Department
San Francisco Opera’s 

Stage Management Team
Issachah Savage

Neil Shicoff
Alek Shrader
Philippe Sly
Robert Watson
Patrick W ilken & David Dickson
Peter Winkelstein
Susan York
Dolora Zajick

The Merola Opera Program also extends its most sincere appreciation to all those contributors who helped meet our annual income needs through gifts of $1 to $999.

Merola gratefully acknowledges the following Diamond Sponsors of the Merola Spring Benefit
Nordin & Donna Blacker Mr. Patrick McCabe Miss Vivienne E. Miller.
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THE SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD gives
voice to potential through education and
outreach programs that bring opera center
stage into the life of the community.

OFFICERS
Karen J. Kubin, President

Diana Kissil, Vice President, Administration
Marilyn Timoney, Vice President, Associate Directors

Bob Brock, Vice President, Chapters
Belinda Steyer, Vice President, Community Outreach
Elizabeth Birka-White, Vice President, Development

Deborah Sagues, Vice President, Education
Jane S. Mudge, Vice President, Fundraising
Virginia Ziegler, Vice President, Marketing

Carol Benz, Treasurer
Fati Farmanfarmaian, Secretary

Ena Chan Cratsenburg, Education Fund Chairman
Chandra Friese, Director-at-Large

Ann Girard, Past President

HONORARY DIRECTOR
David Gockley

STAFF
Susan Malott, Managing Director

Megan McDonald, Interim Manager of Special Events
Nicole Sutterfield, Special Events and Volunteer Services

Martha Chesley, Finance Manager
Kelly Dewees, Education Program Administrator

Ellen Kerrigan, Opera à la Carte Coordinator

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
$100,000 & above
CORPORATION
Wells Fargo Bank

INDIVIDUALS
Bernard & Barbro Osher

$50,000–$99,999
INDIVIDUALS
John A. & Cynthia Fry Gunn
Franklin & Catherine Johnson

$25,000–$49,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
BNY Mellon
Cartier
Nordstrom

INDIVIDUALS
Annette Campbell-White & 

Dr. Ruediger Naumann-Etienne
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Cuggino
Keith & Priscilla Geeslin
George & Leslie Hume
Arlene Inch
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kahng
Frayda & George Lindemann
Mrs. Edmund W. Littlefield
Rose Rosenberg
Joan & David Traitel
Ann Ziff

$10,000–24,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Accenture
AT&T Corporation

Bank of America
Koret Foundation
Mimi & Peter Haas Fund
Neiman Marcus
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Rolls-Royce Motorcars 

Los Gatos/Los Gatos Luxury Cars
Saks Fifth Avenue
San Francisco Opera Guild 

East Bay Chapter
Schwab Charitable Fund
Sotheby’s International Realty

Foundation
Union Bank
Visa

INDIVIDUALS
Greer & Veronica Arthur
Nancy & Joachim Bechtle
Amber Marie Bently
Athena & Timothy Blackburn
Dr. Alisa Burgess-Blajwas & 

Mr. Harold Blajwas
Mr. & Mrs. Bandel Carano
Phoebe Cowles & Robert Girard
Claire & Jeff Fluhr
Richard Fullerton & 

Elizabeth Pang Fullerton
Ann & Daniel Girard
James & Doreen Ho
Ronald S. Jankov
Dorothy & Bradford Jeffries
Lawrence A. Kern
Karen J. Kubin
Anne Mar ie & Stephen Massocca
Marissa Mayer & Zachary Bogue
Nion Tucker McEvoy

Thomas & Mary Mitts
Bill & Mary Poland
Paul & Louise Renne
Mai Shiver & Charles Githler
The Honorable & 

Mrs. George P. Shultz
Liz Simons & Mark Heising
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Tad & Dianne Taube
Soo & Raj Venkatesan
Sharon & Clark Winslow
S. Shariq Yosufzai & Brian James

$5,000-$9,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Cohen Family Fund
Dodge & Cox
PG&E
TMG Partners

INDIVIDUALS
Afsaneh Akhtari
Susan Atherton
Andy Ball
Jennifer & Brian Banmiller
Thomas Barrett & Belinda Ann Berry
Elizabeth & David Birka-White
Romana & John Bracco
Barbara Brown
Anton & Karen Bruehl
Carol Franc Buck
Michael & Marilyn Cabak
Britta Campbell & Daniel Whisenhunt
Karin & David Chamberlain
Dr. Carolyn Chang & Mr. Patrick King
Laura & Robert Cory
Ena & Mark Cratsenburg

Olivia Hsu Decker
Kelny Denebeim
Lynne Edminster & Brian Atwood
Elise & Tully Friedman
Chandra & Robert Friese
Barbara & Clayton Fritz
John & Marcia Goldman
Jane & Bert Inch
Markos Kounalakis & 

Ambassador Eleni Kounalakis
Dr. Susan Kroll & Mr. Mark R. Kroll
Shelley Kuhle
Joan & John Lavorgna
Mrs. Irene M. Lieberman
Nafiseh & Carl Lindberg
Cathy & Angus MacNaughton
Charlot & Gregory Malin
Alan Malouf
Teresa & Mark Medearis
Jane S. Mudge
Nancy  S. Mueller & Robert A. Fox
Charles Paul
Norman & Janet Pease
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi & 

Mr. Paul Pelosi
Maria Pitcairn
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Renard
Karen Richardson & Jon Rubinstein
Barbara Roach
Mr. John D. Rosin
Chandra & Michael Rudd
Debby & Paul Sagues
Cynthia L. Schreuder
Nellis A. Smith
Sarah & Brad Somberg
Steven & Claire Stull
France Szeto

Susan S. Tamagni
Stephanie Tuttle & Ramsey Walker
CJ Van Pelt
Dick & Mary Beth Weiss
Ronald & Emely Weissman
Celeste & Darryl Woo
Dianne & Michael Yancey

$1,000–$4,999
CORPORATION/FOUNDATION
Comcast Ventures
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Peninsula Chapter
San Francisco Opera Guild 

Sonoma Chapter
San Jose Opera Guild
S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Triplepoint Capital
Wilkes Bashford

INDIVIDUALS
Maura Abernethy
Colleen Amster
Emily & Dolph Andrews
Cecilia Aviles-Fisher
Maria Barrios Ehmer
Dr. Edward & Elaine Battistini
The Honorable Mauro Battocchi
Robert H. Beadle
Jim Bean & Christine O’Sullivan
Charles E. Belle
Riccardo Benavides
Carol Benz
Josef Betz & Marion Olin
Dawn Yates Black
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bobroff

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD is a separate organization from San Francisco Opera and operates under a distinct board of directors. We
extend our sincere appreciation to all our event and program supporters and acknowledge the following individuals, corporations and
foundations for their generous support of $1,000 or more between August 1, 2012 and July 31, 2013. For more information about supporting San
Francisco Opera Guild, please contact Susan Malott at 415-565-3291, smalott@sfopera.com, or visit our website at www.sfoperaguild.com.
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD LEGACY SOCIETY
The San Francisco Opera Guild Legacy Society honors those who have included San Francisco Opera Guild in their will, trust or other estate plans.
For more information on how you can support San Francisco Opera Guild through your estate planning please call (415) 565-3291.

Ben D. & Dorothy Coppersmith
Rod & PJ Handeland

Jane & David Hartley
Bruce M. Jewett

Mr. Maurice Kanbar
James J. Ludwig

Mrs. W. Carroll Tornroth

SAN FRANCISCO OPERA GUILD EDUCATION FUND
The Opera Guild acknowledges with thanks those groups and individuals who have contributed $2,500 or more in support of San Francisco Opera
Guild’s Education Endowment Fund by July 31, 2013. For information on supporting the Guild’s Endowment, please call (415) 565-3291. 
Cheryl & Ralph Baxter
Karen Bruehl
Mr. & Mrs. Bandel Carano
The Estate of Mrs. Sheldon Cooper
Mary Corroon
Mr. & Mrs. Dixon R. Doll
Delia F. Ehrlich
Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation
Anna Freiman
Ann & Daniel Girard

Katharine Hanrahan
Alfred Hartley
Jane & David Hartley
James Heagy
Barbara Henry
Jacquelin Hume
Mr. & Mrs. Mark O. Kasanin
Karen J. Kubin
Eileen D. Ludwig
Cathy & Angus MacNaughton

Charlot & Gregory Malin
Lois Manbert
Anne Marie Massocca
Kathleen McEligot
Teresa & Mark Medearis 
Karen Merritt
Virginia Miller
Susan Mooradian
Mary Louise Myers
Susan O’Brien

Libby Pfau
Maria Pitcairn
Bill & Mary Poland
Ursula Ralph
Joyce Reitman
Venetta & John Rohal
Diane Rubin
San Francisco Opera Guild, 

East Bay Chapter

San Francisco Opera Guild, 
Marin Chapter

San Francisco Opera Guild, 
Peninsula Chapter

Estate of Leontine Sassell
Ann Si mpson
Claire Collins Skall
Susan Tamagni

More than 75,000 Bay Area families, students and teachers experience the excitement of opera with a variety of community outreach programs
presented through the collaborative efforts of San Francisco Opera, the Opera Guild, and the Merola Opera Program.

Claire & Jared Bobrow
Melissa & Tracy Boxer Zill
Selina Boxer-Wachler
Teresa Briggs
Barbara Brookins-Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Brown
The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Mrs. John M. Bryan
Katie Budge
Mrs. Karen Caldwell
Jack Calhoun & Trent Norris
Marie Carr
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Chu
Nancy Clark & Michael Broach
Christopher Clifford
Robyn Coles
The Honorable Marie Collins
Julie Coplon & Robert Capan
Dana Corvin
Shannon & Daniel Cronan
Caroline Daniels
Denise & Robert Day
Kimberly & Mark Delamonica
Jesus O. Diaz
Nina & Dimitrios Dimitrelis
Carol & Dixon Doll
Donald & Lora DuBain
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Dunlevy
Stefan & Wendy Dyckerhoff
Erin Ebeling
Dennis Gibbons & Lisa Erdberg
Fati Farmanfarmaian
Sandra Farris

Mrs. Milbourne Finley & 
Dr. Thomas Mowery

John Fogelsong
Marilyn McCarrick Forni
Robert W. Fountain
Linle J. Froeb
Carrie Good man
Shelley Gordon
Robert & Tina Gorran
Angelique Griepp
Jill Grossman
Lisa & John Grotts
Bernard Hagan & Paula Hagan Bennett
Mark & Jeannette Harris
David & Jane Hartley
David Hearth & Lauren Hall
Brian & Rene Hollins
Bill & Julie Hooper
Valarie Huff
Kimberly Hughes Moazed & 

Steve Moazed
Linda & Don Hughes
Sallie Huntting
Donald & Jacqueline Jacobberger
Jacqueline Jacoby
Claude & Katie Jarman
Jennifer Jeffries
Dr. &  Mrs. Lorin K. Johnson
Pamela Joyner
Candace & Don Kagin
John Kerns
Sheila Kiernan
Maggie Stack King
Diana Kissil & John Cullison

Juanita Kizor
Paul Kochis & Amy Millman
Guy & Victoria Kornblum
Nancy & Ned Kriz
Randall Laroche & David Laudon
Norman T. Larson
Robin Laub
Dr. Nancy Laube & Sheldon Laube
Anne & Daniel Laury
Patrick & Kimberly Lin
Danielle Low
Mr.and Mrs. Lawrence J. Ludgus
Maggie & Carter Mack
Victor & F arah Makras
June & Stephen Manley
Monica Mary March & 

Enrique Rodriguez
Catherine Marcus
Dr. Pamela Marron
Eric & Donna Matcovich
Gregg Mattner
Jorge Maumer
Linda & Stephen Mayne
Kathleen McEligot
Anne McWilliams
Karen Merritt
Rita & James Milner
Robert Mison
Phyllis Moldaw
Susan Mooradian
Donald & Irene Morgan
Milton Mosk & Thomas Foutch
Susan O’Brien
Betty Jean & Hiro Ogawa

Deepa Pakianathan & 
Phillip Pemberton

Dr. Mark Pederson
Gina Pell
Gil & Suzanne Penchina
Tom Persons & Michelle Cheathem
Gina Peterson
Lynn & Edward Poole
Brad Pruitt
Elizabeth Reed
Ms. Joanna Rees
James A. Reuben
Lilli J. Rey
Pamela & Richard Rigg
Mr. Andreas Rippel and Patricia Fisher
Jeanette Roach
Steven & Deborah Rocha
Barclay Rogers
Diane Rubin & Leonard Eber
Nancy Russell
Sujitpan Lamsam & Scott Sagan
Lily Samii
Irmgard Schmid-Maybach
Komal Shah & Gaurav Garg
Sobia Aziz Shaikh
Kimberlee Diane Sharp-Dutto
Roberta Sherman
Mary Beth & David Shimmon
Drs. Henry & Jackie Shinefield
Raj Singh & Renata Anderson
Frederic Smith
Patricia Sprincin
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Spurlock
Frank Stein & Paul S. May

Belinda Steyer
Fran & Cleo Streets
Carolyn Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome J. Suich
Elizabeth Sutro
Alyssa Taubman
Marilyn Timoney
Barbara Traisman
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Van der Meer
Gia &  Robert Vennes
Michael Verdone & 

Simona Barborikova
Mr. and Mrs. Lorin Vogel
Ayesha Mathews Wadha
Ms. Barbara Walkowski
Russell Wallace & Anne Zucchi
Yi Wang
Veronica Watson & Michael Petonic
Eve & Wallace Wertsch
Camille Williams, M.D.
Diane B. Wilsey
Corinne Winter
Douglas Winthrop & 

Yami Lee Bermingham
Toni Wolfson
Beatrice Wood
Ruth Hauser Wu
Victoria Yeager
Linda Elliott Zider
Virginia Cartwright Ziegler & 

Alv in Ziegler
Peter & Donna Zuber

CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS continued

Asim & Isha Abdullah
Accenture
Alpine Creative Group
Arte Travel
Bill Hopkins Rock’n Orchestra
Blue Angel Vodka
Blueprint Studios
Bulgari
Campeon Tequila
Cartier
Casa Caponetti
Choco Vogue
Colin Cowie Celebrations
Da Vinci Fusion Inc.
Drew Altizer Photography

Duckhorn Vineyards
Epi Center MedSpa
Eric Schumacher Photography
Essence Printing
Four Seasons Hotel San Francisco
Four Seasons Hotel Jackson Hole
George Lucas
Gl odow Nead Communications 
Grand Hyatt San Francisco
Hotel Castello Di Casole
Jane & Bert Inch
Jason Wu
Jesse Freidin Photography
John’s Grill
Joshua Ets-Hokin Photography

La Marca Prosecco
Ladies Who Lunch Catering
Lenny Broberg
Charlot and Gregory Malin
Masha Archer
Max Mara Boutique
McCall’s Catering & Events
Neiman Marcus
Nina McLemore Boutique
Nob Hill Gazette
Nordstrom
Olivia Hsu Decker
Patina
Peter Olivetti Phot ography
r.vH design

Red Carpet Bay Area
Richard Olsen Orchestras
Robert Fountain International
Robin & Galena Woolard
Roederer Estate
Roka Akor San Francisco
Saks Fifth Avenue
San Francisco Opera
Sara Feinberg
Satoko Furuta
Scharffenberger Cellars
SeaDream Yacht Club
Soirée Valet
Teton Springs Lodge & Spa
The Desk Set

The Hess Collection Winery
The Fairmont Hotel
The Marine Mammal Center
The Nob Hill Gazette
The Scout  Guide
The Westin St. Francis 

San Francisco on Union Square
Town&Country Magazine
United
Virginia Ziegler
Wilkes Bashford
William Hill Estate Winery
The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Wobbly World

IN-KIND DONATIONS
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DINING AND REFRESHMENTS The Patina
Group serves an elegant hot buffet in the lower
lounge of the opera House beginning two hours
prior to all performances. Lighter fare is also
served before performances and during
intermissions at Patina’s café Express (Lower
level) and Dress circle café. call (415) 861-8150
for reservations or to pre-order. Patrons dining in
the opera House may enter through the north
carriage entrance (adjacent to the War Memorial
courtyard) up to two hours prior to curtain.

The SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP, located on
the South Mezzanine level of the opera House,
sells opera cDs, DVDs, SF opera merchandise,
and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before
perfor mances, at intermissions, and afterward. all
proceeds benefit San Francisco opera. 

COAT CHECK For the safety and comfort of
our audience, all large parcels, backpacks,
luggage, etc. must be checked at the opera
House coat check, located at the north and
South ends of the Main Lobby. 

COURTESY TELEPHONES, for local calls only,
are located on the orchestra level. 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS are available on all
levels except the Lower level, where there is a
courtesy water station on the north side. Water
bottles are permitted in the auditorium. 

OPERA GLASSES are available for a small fee in
the coat check at the north end of the main lobby. 

LARGE PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES
are available at the coat check stations in the
main lobby.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE is available
at the opera House during all performances at
the nurse’s station, located on the lower level of
the opera House. 

LOST AND FOUND items may be claimed at
the north coat check during the performance.
all unclaimed items are delivered to the 
War Memo rial Performing arts center at 
25 Van ness avenue, Suite 800, room 110,
(415) 621-6600 (8 aM–5 PM, Monday–Friday).

Patrons needing TAXI SERVICE at the end of the
performance may reserve a cab with the usher
at the Grove Street entrance before the end of
the final intermission. reservations do not
guarantee service. 

Performance Etiquette
• Please turn off and refrain from using all

electronic devices before the performance,
including digital watches and cell phones.

• no cameras or recording equipment are
permitted in the opera House.

• as a courtesy to those who may have
fragrance allergies, please avoid wearing
perfume or cologne.

• no food or drink (except water bottles) is
permitted in the auditorium. 

• children of any age attending a
performance must have a ticket; no
babes in arms.
Management reserves the right to remove 

any patron creating a disturbance. 

San Francisco War Memorial and
Performing Arts Center

War Memorial Opera House
owned and operated by the 

city and county of San Francisco through
the Board of Trustees of the 

War Memorial of San Francisco

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee, Mayor

TRUSTEES
MajGen J. Michael Myatt, USMc (ret.),

President
Wilkes Bashford, Vice President

nancy H. Bechtle
Belva Davis

Thomas E. Horn
Gorretti Lo Lui

Mrs. George r. Moscone
Paul F. Pelosi

charlotte Mailliard Shultz
James W. Stafford
Diane B. Wilsey

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director
Jennifer E. norris, Assistant Managing Director

YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE
The OPERA BOX OFFICE is located in the opera
House, 301 Van ness avenue, and is open
Monday 10 aM–5 PM, Tuesday through Saturday
10 aM–6 PM, and through the first intermission
on performance days. Tickets may also be
charged by phone at (415) 864- 3330 or ordered
online at sfopera.com. We accept american
Express, ViSa, Mastercard, and Discover. 

if you are unable to use your tickets to a
particular performance, you may exchange them
for tickets to another performance, subject to
availability, or donate them back to the opera.
Ticket exchanges for future performances can
be accommodated up to one hour before
curtain or during the first intermission. no
refunds are associated with ticket exchanges,
and a fee (plus any price differential) may apply. 

ACCESSIBILITY San Francisco opera is
committed to providing easy access for all of
our patrons. Please contact the opera Box
office prior to your visit so that we can ensure
your comfort. 

For Patrons in Wheelchairs, San Francisco
opera offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a
range of prices. all entrances at the War
Memorial opera House are wheelchair
accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in
restrooms can be found on all floors (except the
Main Lobby and 5th floor Balcony levels).
accessible drinking fountains are located on all
floors except the Balcony level.

For Patrons Needing Assistive Listening
Devices, Sennheiser infrared sound amplification
headsets are available at the South Lobby coat
check. a major credit card or driver’s license is
required for deposit.

San Francisco War Memorial and Performing Arts Center 
War Memorial Opera House

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. in an  emergency, WALK, do not run,
to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to  nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 

San FranciSco OPERA
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INVESTING 
IN THE ARTS
YIELDSGREAT 
RETURNS.
Union Bank® believes that when communities come together to celebrate
creative expression, great things can happen. We thank you for your 
dedication to the arts—it’s your support, passion and leadership that
makes a difference.

Union Bank is proud to sponsor the San Francisco Opera’s ARIA program.

©2013 Union Bank, N.A.  All rights reserved.  Member FDIC.  Visit us at unionbank.com.
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DINING AND REFRESHMENTS The Patina
Group serves an elegant hot buffet in the lower
lounge of the opera House beginning two hours
prior to all performances. Lighter fare is also
served before performances and during
intermissions at Patina’s café Express (Lower
level) and Dress circle café. call (415) 861-8150
for reservations or to pre-order. Patrons dining in
the opera House may enter through the north
carriage entrance (adjacent to the War Memorial
courtyard) up to two hours prior to curtain.

The SAN FRANCISCO OPERA SHOP, located on
the South Mezzanine level of the opera House,
sells opera cDs, DVDs, SF opera merchandise,
and gift items. The Shop is open 90 minutes before
perfor mances, at intermissions, and afterward. all
proceeds benefit San Francisco opera. 

COAT CHECK For the safety and comfort of
our audience, all large parcels, backpacks,
luggage, etc. must be checked at the opera
House coat check, located at the north and
South ends of the Main Lobby. 

COURTESY TELEPHONES, for local calls only,
are located on the orchestra level. 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS are available on all
levels except the Lower level, where there is a
courtesy water station on the north side. Water
bottles are permitted in the auditorium. 

OPERA GLASSES are available for a small fee in
the coat check at the north end of the main lobby. 

LARGE PRINT CAST SHEETS AND SYNOPSES
are available at the coat check stations in the
main lobby.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE is available
at the opera House during all performances at
the nurse’s station, located on the lower level of
the opera House. 

LOST AND FOUND items may be claimed at
the north coat check during the performance.
all unclaimed items are delivered to the 
War Memo rial Performing arts center at 
25 Van ness avenue, Suite 800, room 110,
(415) 621-6600 (8 aM–5 PM, Monday–Friday).

Patrons needing TAXI SERVICE at the end of the
performance may reserve a cab with the usher
at the Grove Street entrance before the end of
the final intermission. reservations do not
guarantee service. 

Performance Etiquette
• Please turn off and refrain from using all

electronic devices before the performance,
including digital watches and cell phones.

• no cameras or recording equipment are
permitted in the opera House.

• as a courtesy to those who may have
fragrance allergies, please avoid wearing
perfume or cologne.

• no food or drink (except water bottles) is
permitted in the auditorium. 

• children of any age attending a
performance must have a ticket; no
babes in arms.
Management reserves the right to remove 

any patron creating a disturbance. 

San Francisco War Memorial and
Performing Arts Center

War Memorial Opera House
owned and operated by the 

city and county of San Francisco through
the Board of Trustees of the 

War Memorial of San Francisco

The Honorable Edwin M. Lee, Mayor

TRUSTEES
MajGen J. Michael Myatt, USMc (ret.),

President
Wilkes Bashford, Vice President

nancy H. Bechtle
Belva Davis

Thomas E. Horn
Gorretti Lo Lui

Mrs. George r. Moscone
Paul F. Pelosi

charlotte Mailliard Shultz
James W. Stafford
Diane B. Wilsey

Elizabeth Murray, Managing Director
Jennifer E. norris, Assistant Managing Director

YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE
The OPERA BOX OFFICE is located in the opera
House, 301 Van ness avenue, and is open
Monday 10 aM–5 PM, Tuesday through Saturday
10 aM–6 PM, and through the first intermission
on performance days. Tickets may also be
charged by phone at (415) 864- 3330 or ordered
online at sfopera.com. We accept american
Express, ViSa, Mastercard, and Discover. 

if you are unable to use your tickets to a
particular performance, you may exchange them
for tickets to another performance, subject to
availability, or donate them back to the opera.
Ticket exchanges for future performances can
be accommodated up to one hour before
curtain or during the first intermission. no
refunds are associated with ticket exchanges,
and a fee (plus any price differential) may apply. 

ACCESSIBILITY San Francisco opera is
committed to providing easy access for all of
our patrons. Please contact the opera Box
office prior to your visit so that we can ensure
your comfort. 

For Patrons in Wheelchairs, San Francisco
opera offers wheelchair-accessible seats at a
range of prices. all entrances at the War
Memorial opera House are wheelchair
accessible. Wheelchair-accessible stalls in
restrooms can be found on all floors (except the
Main Lobby and 5th floor Balcony levels).
accessible drinking fountains are located on all
floors except the Balcony level.

For Patrons Needing Assistive Listening
Devices, Sennheiser infrared sound amplification
headsets are available at the South Lobby coat
check. a major credit card or driver’s license is
required for deposit.

San Francisco War Memorial and Performing Arts Center 
War Memorial Opera House

PATRONS, ATTENTION PLEASE! FIRE NOTICE: Please note the  nearest exit. in an  emergency, WALK, do not run,
to the nearest exit. Disabled patrons, proceed to  nearest elevator lobby and await assistance. 

San FranciSco OPERA
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A  S P O R T I N G  L I F E !

San Francisco - 125 Grant Avenue (415) 391-7200 
Hermes.com
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http://usa.hermes.com/

