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This production was originally made possible by a friend of the San Francisco Opera and the San Francisco Opera Guild. 

Opera in four acts by AMILCARE PONCHIELLI 
Text by ARRIGO BOITO 

Conductor After the play Angelo, Tyran de Padoue, by VICTOR HUGO 

Kazimierz Kord 

Stage Director 
Anne Ewers* 

Designer 
Zack Brown 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Choreographer 
Vassili Sulich 

Musical Preparation 
Christopher Larkin 
Scott Gilmore 
Jonathan Khuner 
Svetlana Gorzhevskaya 
Richard Amner 
Joseph De Rugeriis 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Sound Designer 
Roger Gans 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Laurie Feldman 
Paula Williams 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

San Francisco Boys Chorus
Singing Boys of San Francisco Bay 
Philip Hahn, Director 
Catherine Doyle, Associate Director 

Scenery constructed in 
San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes executed by 
Barbara Matera Ltd., and 
San Francisco Opera Costume Shop 

Organ provided courtesy of 
Baldwin Piano & Organ Center 
Santa Clara, California 

First performance: 
Milan, April 8, 1876 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
September 30, 1947 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 AT 1:30 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 AT 7:30 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 AT 1:30 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 AT 7:30 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 AT 7:30 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 AT 7:30 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 AT 7:30 

1988 Season 

La Gioconda 
(in Italian) 

39 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Barnaba Cornelis Opthof 

La Gioconda Eva Marton 

La Cieca Sheila Nadler 

Zuane 

Isepo 

Enzo Grimaldo 

Laura Adorno 

Kristopher Irmiter* 

Dennis Petersen 

Vyacheslav Polozov* 

Cleopatra Ciurca 
(Nov. 20, 23, 27; Dec. 1, 3) 

Nina Terentieva** 
(Dec. 6, 10) 

Alvise Badoero Bonaldo Giaiotti 

A monk David Pittsinger 

A steersman Frederick Matthews 

A street singer David Pittsinger 

Two voices Sigmund Seigel, Valery Portnov 

Monks, senators, sailors, shipwrights, 
ladies and gentlemen, maskers, citizens 

Prima Ballerina 

Cavalier 

Court Jester 

Tracy-Kai Maier + 

Horacio Cifuentes* 

Julian Montaner*+ 

Corps de ballet 

**U.S. opera debut 

*San Francisco Opera debut

+Courtesy of the San Francisco Ballet

TIME AND PLACE: 17th-century Venice 

ACT I Piazzetta of San Marco 

INTERMISSION 

ACT II 

A CT III Scene I: 
Scene 2: 

Aboard the Dalmatian ship Hecate 

INTERMISSION 

A room in Al vise's palace 
A great hall in the Ca d'Oro 

INTERMISSION 

A CT IV A ruined palace on the island of Giudecca 

Supertitles for La Gioconda provided by a generous and 
most appreciated gift from William and Eloise Rollnick. 

Supertitles by Clifford Cranna, San Francisco Opera. 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately four hours. 
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