
L'Africaine

1988

Friday, September 9, 1988 7:00 PM
 Tuesday, September 13, 1988 7:30 PM

  Friday, September 16, 1988 8:00 PM
 Sunday, September 18, 1988 2:00 PM 

Wednesday, September 21, 1988 7:30 PM 
Saturday, September 24, 1988 8:00 PM
Tuesday, September 27, 1988 8:00 PM

*These performances are being taped for a future telecast.
Lighting will be augmented accordingly.
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San Francisco Opera gratefully acknowledges the generous gift from the Sells Foundation 
to underwrite the 1988 presentation of [Africaine. 

Opera i'n three acts by GIACOMO MEYERBEER 
Conductor 
Maurizio Arena 

Stage Director 
Lotf i Mansouri 

Set Designer 
Wolfram Skalicki 

Costume Designer 
Amrei Skalicki 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Ian Robertson 

Choreographer 
Robert Ray* 

Musical Preparation 
Susanna Lemberskaya 
Scott Gilmore* 
Kathryn Cathcart 
Philip Eisenberg 
Richard Amner* 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Sound Designer 
Roger Gans 

Assistunt Stage Director 
Laurie Feldman 

Stage Manager 
Jamie Call 

Scenery and costumes owned by 
San Francisco Opera 

Costumes executed by 
San Francisco Opera Costume Shop, 
CTG Costume Shop, Los Angeles, 
and Grace Costumes, Ltd., New York 

First performance: 
Paris, April 28, 1865 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
November 3, 1972 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, AT 7:00 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 AT 7:30 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 AT 8:00 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 AT 2:00 

tWEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 AT 7:30 

tSATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 AT 8:00 
tTUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 AT 8:00 

tThese performances are being taped for 
a future telecast. Lighting will be 
augmented accordingly. 

1988 Season 

Text by EUGENE SCRIBE 

L' Africaine 
(in French) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Ines Ruth Ann Swenson 

Anna 

Don Diego 

Don Pedro 

An usher 

The Grand Inquisitor 

Don Alvar 

Vasco da Gama 

Selika 

Nelusko 

First sailor 

Second sailor 

Patricia Spence* 

Philip Skinner 

Michael Devlin 

Jere Torkelsen 

Joseph Rouleau 

Kevin Anderson 

Placido Domingo 

Shirley Verrett 

Justino Diaz 

James Croom 

Valery Portnov 

Sailors Alex Guerrero 
Lawrence Rush 
Frederick Matthews 
Raymond Murcell 

The High Priest of Brahma Mark Delavan 

A priest Sigmund Seigel 

Councilors, priests, Indians, soldiers, sailors, Portuguese ladies 

Corps de ballet 

*San Francisco Opera debut

TIME AND PLACE: Early 16th century; Portugal and India 

ACT I Scene 1: The council chamber of the King of 
Portugal in Lisbon 

Scene 2: The inquisitional dungeon in Lisbon 

INTERMISSION 

ACT II Aboard Don Pedro's ship at sea 

INTERMISSION 

A CT Ill Scene 1: 
Scene 2: 
Scene 3: 

The temple of Brahma 
Selika's garden 
A promontory overlooking the sea 

Supertitles for [Africaine provided by a generous and most 
appreciated gift from William and Eloise Rollnick. 

Supertitles by Clifford Cranna, San Francisco Opera. 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind. of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours and thirty minutes. 

Opening night flowers: Foyer and box level lobby-designed by Bloomer's, 
courtesy of Antonio's Antiques, San Francisco. Boxes and horseshoe-by 

Robert Evans, Florist, and the San Francisco Opera Guild. 
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