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The revival of this production is made possible, in part, by a grant from IBM Corporation. 

Opera in two acts by BENJAMIN BRITTEN 

Text by E.M. FORSTER and ERIC CROZIER 

Based on the novella by HERMAN MEL VILLE 
(By arrangement with Boosey and Hawkes, Inc., publisher and copyright owner) 

Conductor 
Raymond Leppard 

Stage Director 
Basil Coleman 

Set and Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 
(after sets by John Piper) 

Projections 
Ron Scherl 

Chorus Director 
Richard Bradshaw 

Musical Preparation 
Mark Haffner 
James Johnson 
Joseph De Rugeriis 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Assistant Stage Director 
Laurie Feldman 

Stage Manager 
Gretchen Mueller 

San Francisco Boys Chorus 
Louis Magor, Director 

Scenery constructed in 
San Francisco Opera Scenic Studios 

Costumes from the Royal Opera, 
Covent Garden 

First performance of original 
version in four acts: 
London, December 1, 1951 

First performance of revised 
version in two acts: 
London, BBC Radio broadcast, 
November 13, 1960 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
September 16, 1978 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14 AT 8:00 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 8:00 
FRIDAY,, NOVEMBER 22 AT 8:00 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27 AT 7:30 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 AT 8:00 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 AT 8:00 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 2:00 

BillxJJudd 
CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Edward Fairfax Vere, 
captain of H.M.5. Indomitable 

First mate 

Second mate 

Mr. Flint, sailing master 

A sailor 

Bosun 

Donald, a sailor 

Maintop 

The novice 

Squeak, a ship's corporal 

Mr. Redburn, first lieutenant 

Mr. Ratcliffe, second lieutenant 

John Claggart, master-at-arms 

Red Whiskers, an impressed man 

Arthur Jones, an impressed man 

Billy Budd, 
an impressed man and able seaman 

The novice's friend 

Dansker, an old seaman 

Cabin boy 

James King 

Monte Pederson 

John Maxham 

Stanley Wexler 

Cameron Henley 

Richard Pendergraph 

James Busterud 

Daniel Harper 

James Schwisow 

Frank Kelley 

Peter Glossop 

John MacAllister 

James Morris 

Paul Gudas* 

Daniel Pociernicki* 

Dale Duesing 

Erich Paree* 

Eric Garrett* 

Ian Reddoch* 

A sailor Daniel Becker 

Gunner's mate Frederick Matthews* 

Officers, sailors, powder monkeys, drummers, marines, midshipmen 

*San Francisco Opera debut 

PLACE AND TIME: Aboard H.M.S.lndomitable, a British 

ACT! 

ACT II 

man-of-war, during the French wars of 1797 

Prologue: 
Scene I: 
Scene 2: 
Scene 3: 

Scene I: 
Scene 2: 
Scene 3: 
Scene 4: 

Epilogue: 

Captain Vere's room 
The main-deck and quarter-deck of H.M.S. Indomitable 
The captain's cabin, a week later 
The berth-deck, the same evening 

INTERMISSION 

The main-deck and quarter-deck, some days later 
The captain's cabin, the same evening 
A bay of the upper gun-deck, before dawn 
The main-deck and quarter-deck at dawn 
Captain Vere's room 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance 
after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind of recording equipment• 
is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three hours. 
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