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This production is dedicated to the memory of George Quist, San Francisco Opera Board of Directors, 1979-1982.

Opera in four acts by GIUSEPPE VERDI 
Libretto by FRANCESCO MARIA PIAVE 

After the play Hemani by VICTOR HUGO 

Conductor 
Lamberto Cardelli 

Stage Director 
Nicolas Joel 

Designer 
Nicola Benois 

Lighting Designer 
Thomas J. Munn 

Chorus Director 
Richard Bradshaw 

Musical Preparation 
James Johnson 
Mark Haffner 
Susanna Lemberskaya 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Assistant Stage Director 
Francesca Zambello 

Stage Manager 
Gretchen Mueller 

Production settings owned by 
Dallas Opera, Greater Miami Opera and 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. 

Costumes executed by the 
San Francisco Opera Costume Shop. 

First performance: 
Venice, March 9, 1844. 

First San Francisco Opera performance: 
September 28, 1968 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 AT 9:00 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 AT 8:00

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 AT 8:00

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 AT 8:00

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 8:00

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 7:30

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 AT 2:00

Ernani 
(in Italian) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Ernani, a bandit chief Nunzio Todisco 
(Don Juan of Aragon) 

Donna Elvira, Montserrat Caballe 
Silva's cousin 

Don Carlo, Sherrill Milnes 
King of Spain 

Giovanna, Dolora Zajic 
Elvira's nurse 

Don Ruy Gomez de Silva, Paul Plishka 
a grandee of Spain 

Don Riccardo, Daniel Harper 
attendant to the King 

Iago, Jacob Will 
attendant to Silva 

Bandits, Silva's knights and retainers, Elvira's ladies-in-waiting, 
knights of the King, members of the League, Spanish nobles and 

ladies, Electors of the Imperial Court, guards 

TIME AND PLACE: 1519; Spain and Germany 
ACT I THE BANDIT 
Scene 1: In the mountains of Aragon 
Scene 2: Elvira's apartments in Silva's 

castle 

INTERMISSION 

ACT II THE GUEST 
The grand hall in Silva's castle 

INTERMISSION 

ACT Ill CLEMENCY 
The tomb of Charlemagne at 
Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle) 

INTERMISSION 

ACT IV THE MASK 
Emani' s castle in Saragossa 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will /�st approximately three hours. 
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