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This production, originated by the Canadian Opera Company, was made possible by a generous and deeply appreciated 
gift from the Gramma Fisher Foundation, through the auspices of the Lyric Opera of Chicago. 

The San Francisco Opera presentation of this production has been made possible, in part, by a much-appreciated grant 
from Bernard and Barbro Osher. 

San Francisco Opera Premiere 

Opera in three acts by GAETANO DONIZETTI 
Libretto by FELICE ROMANI 

Anna Bolena 
Conductor 
Richard Bonynge 

Production 
Lotfi Mansouri 

Set Designer 
John Pascoe 

Costume Designer 
Michael Stennett 

Lighting Designer 
Joan Arhelger 

Chorus Director 
Richard Bradshaw 

Musical Preparation 
Susanna Lemberskaya 
Terry Lusk 
Kathryn Ca th cart 
Philip Eisenberg 

Prompter 
Philip Eisenberg 

Assistant Stage Directors 
Francesca Zambello 
Anne Ewers 

Stage Manager 
Jerry Sherk 

Fencing Instructor 
Michael Cawelti* 

First performance: 
Milan, December 26, 1830

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 AT 8:00 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 AT 2:00

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 AT 7:30 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 AT 8:00 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 AT 8:00 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9 AT 8:00

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 AT 8:00

(in Italian) 

CAST 

(in order of appearance) 

Anna Bolena (Anne Boleyn, Queen of England), Joan Sutherland 
second wife of Henry VIII 

Giovanna Seymour {Jane Seymour), Livia Budai 
her lady-in-waiting 

Smeton (Mark Smeaton), Rachel Gettler* 
the Queen's page and household musician 

Enrico (Henry VIII), Kevin Langan 
King of England 

Rochefort (George Boleyn, Lord Rochford), Jacob Will 
Anne Boleyn's brother 

Riccardo Percy (Lord Henry Percy), Rockwell Blake* 
Earl of Northumberland 

Hervey (Sir Harvey) Jeffrey Thomas 
official at the court and the King's confidant 

Courtiers, officials, Lords, huntsmen, soldiers 

*San Francisco Opera debut 

TIME AND PLACE: 1536; England 

ACT! Scene 1: The banquet hall in Windsor Castle 

Scene 2: A room in Windsor Castle 

Scene 3: The park of Windsor Castle 
INTERMISSION 

ACT II The antechamber to Anne's apartments in 
Windsor Castle 

INTERMISSION 

ACT III Scene 1: The Tower of London; Anne's quarters 

Scene 2: The Tower of London; the antechamber to 
the Council Hall 

Scene 3: The Tower of London; the prison 

Latecomers will not be seated during the performance after the lights have dimmed. 

The use of cameras and any kind of recording equipment is strictly forbidden. 

The performance will last approximately three and one-half hours. 
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